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Reading 1
Congregation of Christ’s Disciples in the Greater Vancouver Area
Name: Congregation of  Christ’s  Disciples  in Great Vancouver Area
Belief: We believe in the revelation of the entire Bible in its original languages and obey the Great Commission of the Lord Christ, making people of all nations His true disciples.
Purpose: No denominational distinctions. All believers may attend the gatherings, but only “disciples” who have been born again and saved—those who have in their hearts the gift of the Holy Spirit given by God—may become members.
Distinctive features: 1. Make people disciples of the Lord. (Matthew 28:19)
2. Put into practice the spiritual meaning of Scripture. (2 Corinthians 3:6)
3. Value “God’s love” (Αγαπη). (John 13:34)
4. Emphasize teaching members to become responsible participants in establishing the new covenant.
Founding family members of the “Congregation of Christ’s Disciples”:
＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿
＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿
＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿
＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿
＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿
＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿＿
Translation note
The English name is reproduced as supplied in the source. All six blank lines for founding family members remain blank. The phrase 立新約者 describes a person who enters into or establishes the new covenant; the source gives no further definition.
Reading 2
Make Many People the Lord’s Disciples
The high quality required of those who bring many people to be born again
By Rev. David Tsang
Contents
Foreword
Part One: Have the Holy Spirit’s Power
1. Have the Holy Spirit Working with You
2. Live a Holy Life
3. Always Walk with the Lord
Part Two: Master God’s Word
1. Understand God’s Revelation
2. Know How to Practice the True Way
3. Be the Lord’s Messenger
Part Three: Be Christ’s Good Soldier
1. Be Willing to Fight for God
2. Withstand Testing
3. Believe God’s Promises
Afterword
References
About the Author
Foreword
According to a recent American opinion poll, more than seventy percent of Americans are dissatisfied with the present state of the United States. I believe that most believers who have been born again and saved feel the same way about the spiritual condition of churches in the world today. Most churches today tend toward being “self-centered.” Recently, at a church gathering, I heard the congregation sing these lyrics: “Just as the mountains surround Jerusalem, O God, you also surround me in this way.” Those with this self-centered attitude find it difficult to have a part in God’s eternal plan. (Ephesians 1:10) The rich young man who sorrowfully left the Lord could not receive salvation because he was unwilling to center his life on the Lord. (Mark 10:21–22)
Such self-centered believers are unfit to enter God’s kingdom because they do not do God’s will. (Matthew 7:21; Luke 9:62) Since God knows people’s thoughts from afar (Psalm 139:2), he knows who is fit to enter his kingdom. Cornelius, a centurion in the Roman army, was willing to fear God and therefore received salvation. (Acts 10:22, 44) The disciple Judas betrayed the Lord for personal gain and consequently became the son of perdition. (Matthew 26:15–16; John 17:12) May believers all have Cornelius’s wisdom and choose to fear and obey God, so that they do not take the road to destruction like the traitor Judas. (Proverbs 16:25)
Since the Lord became flesh and came into the world so that people might receive abundant new life (John 10:10), all who are attentive to his will should make “making people of all nations the Lord’s disciples” (Matthew 28:19) their goal in serving God. Sadly, many religious people in the world today go their own way, replacing “renewing people’s lives” with “improving people’s living conditions,” and thereby establishing many lifeless religious institutions. Such institutions will inevitably end because there is no one to carry them on. There was a “Crystal Cathedral” in Southern California in the United States that preached “prosperity theology.” After thirty years of “positive thinking,” it ultimately declared bankruptcy because it could no longer sustain itself. This outcome confirmed the truth of the Lord’s words. The Lord said, “For apart from me, you can do nothing.” (John 15:5)
I am not saying that churches should not care about improving believers’ living conditions. I am saying that churches should first seek for believers to have a new life that can enter God’s kingdom and has God’s righteousness, so that they may be worthy of God’s abundant provision (Matthew 6:33) and qualified to be good soldiers of Christ Jesus. (2 Timothy 2:3) Only in this way will they have the good future outcome of receiving “God’s reward” (Hebrews 11:26) and “the crown of righteousness.” (2 Timothy 4:8) Those who do not do God’s will and do not bear fruit are people the Lord does not know (Matthew 7:23) and whom God will cast into darkness in the future. (Matthew 25:30) Because God has called and used me, over the past more than forty years I have had the experience of leading several thousand people to the Lord. For the flourishing of the gospel and the benefit of believers, I have therefore written this book, hoping to offer a modest contribution that encourages more valuable insights from others (literally, “offer a brick to draw forth jade”), to glorify God and benefit people, and to satisfy the Lord’s will.
Translation note
This file contains a title page, contents, and foreword only. The listed chapters, afterword, references, and author biography are not present in this source; no missing sections have been invented. The apparent missing character in 豐的新生命 is read as “abundant new life” in context. The poll, church history, and ministry claims are translated from the author’s manuscript perspective.
Reading 3
Revelations of the Original-Language Bible — Contents
Contents
Foreword
1. Volume One: What Heaven-Bound Pilgrims Need to Know
Part One: Pass Through Five Gates
Believe Revelation
Be Honest with God
Genuine Faith
Be Willing to Walk the Road of Life
Be Fit to Enter the Kingdom of Heaven
Part Two: Slay Six Generals
Drive Out the Devil
Overcome the World
Discipline Your Body
Renew Culture
Break Away from Superstition
Clear Away Ignorance
2. Volume Two: What the Lord’s Church Needs to Know
Part Three: Be the Lord’s Body
Trust and Obey Christ
Receive the Lord’s Love
Repent Sincerely
Receive the Lord’s Baptism
Be the Lord’s Slave
Part Four: Truly Belong to Christ
Receive God’s Spirit
Put On the New Person
Obey the True God
Seek the Lord’s Concerns
Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness
Part Five: Seek the Flourishing of God’s Word
Proclaim the True Way
Have the Holy Spirit Working with You
Heed the Lord’s Counsel
Many People Being Saved
Be a Wise Person
Part Six: Have Good Speakers
Pierce People’s Hearts
Carry Out the Great Commission
Become a New Creation
Have a Good Testimony
Receive the Lord’s Authentic Teaching
Afterword
References
About the Author
Translation note
The source contains only a table of contents. Every listed heading is translated; the foreword, chapters and other listed sections are absent and have not been invented. “Pass Through Five Gates” and “Slay Six Generals” preserve the author’s paired cultural imagery.
Reading 4
Church Growth
Church Growth — 3/1/2013 — Presented by Rev. David Tsang
Because “church” (εκκλησια) (Matthew 18:17) is the “assembly” of God’s people (Acts 7:38), church growth refers to an increase in people who belong to God, rather than an increase in members who have not been born again. The Lord commanded the disciples to go and make people of all nations his disciples (Matthew 28:19). This shows that an increase in born-again believers is the Lord’s desire. May all brothers and sisters in the Lord who are attentive to his desire take action, equip themselves, and lead people to the Lord, so that his church may truly grow. All who do this have the Lord’s presence until the end of the world (Matthew 28:20). Everyone who participates in this holy work needs to understand the principles of church growth and receive “Church Growth” training (Acts 8:31).
I. Principles of Church Growth
The accomplishment of every matter has its appointed time and governing principle (Ecclesiastes 8:6). God’s faithful servants must seize the time and understand the principles; only then can they bear much fruit for the Lord (Matthew 25:20–21). The following are principles that church growth must follow:
(1) Seek the Goal Set by the Lord
The Lord wants believers to be born again (John 3:3). Those born again will certainly have the Holy Spirit as a gift in their hearts (Acts 2:38). Only those who have the Holy Spirit in their hearts have God’s love in their hearts (Romans 5:5). Such believers can live holy lives (Genesis 39:9) and receive God’s abundant provision. The prerequisite for receiving the Holy Spirit is “obeying God” (Acts 5:32). Those willing to obey God must first repent before believing the gospel (Mark 1:15).
(2) Learn from Good Examples of Those Who Came Before
1. Peter’s example: proclaim the Lord’s death and resurrection and require the hearers to repent (Acts 2:32–38).
2. Jerry Falwell’s (1933–2007) example: preaching the old gospel in ynchburg, Virginia, United States, establishing Thomas Road Baptist Church (currently 24,000 members), and helping establish more than thirty branch churches.
(3) Adopt Effective Measures
1. The church must have a “retreat for planning church growth.”
2. The church should give priority to leading those who respond to the gospel to the Lord (John 4:35).
3. The church must have training in “personal evangelism.”
4. The church should have “Andrew-type” evangelistic meetings.
5. Church coworkers should divide the work according to each person’s “election and calling” and “gifts.”
Commitment of one who accepts “biblical truth”: For the growth of spiritual life and the growth of the church, I am willing to persevere through all the sessions of this training. Signature: ___________________________
[Source page 1]
II. “Church Growth” Training Course — pp. 1–2
(1) Receive New Life
3/8 — 1. Have a Sincere Heart (John 4:24) — pp. 3–4
3/15 — 2. Love God Sincerely (Romans 8:28) — pp. 5–6
3/22 — 3. Receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:32) — pp. 7–8
3/29 — 4. Be Born Again and Saved (John 3:5) — pp. 9–10
4/5 — 5. Have Experienced God (Job 42:1–6) — pp. 11–12
(2) Receive Abundant Life
4/12 — 6. Follow the Lord Wholeheartedly (John 10:27–28) — pp. 13–14
4/19 — 7. Give Glory to God (Daniel 6:22) — pp. 15–16
5/3 — 8. Be Able to Lead People to the Lord (Acts 8:38) — pp. 17–18
5/10 — 9. Keep Faith, Hope, and Love in the Heart (1 Thessalonians 1:3–4) — pp. 19–20
(3) Carry Out the Great Commission
5/17 — 10. Gain More Disciples for the Lord (Matthew 28:19–20) — pp. 21–22
5/24 — 11. Know How to Proclaim Scripture (Acts 8:35) — pp. 23–24
5/31 — 12. Live Up to the Name (Acts 2:37–42) — pp. 25–26
6/7 — 13. Harvest the Ripe Crop (John 4:35) — pp. 27–28
III. Training Course Outlines and Scripture Passages
[Source page 2]
1. Have a Sincere Heart
John 4:24 — God is a spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.
Introduction: Sincerity of Heart Brings a Response
Ruth 1:16 — Ruth said, “Do not urge me to go back and stop following you. Where you go, I will also go; where you lodge, I will also lodge; your country will be my country, and your God will be my God.”
Ruth 2:12 — “May the LORD reward you for what you have done. You have come to take refuge under the wings of the LORD, the God of Israel; may you receive his full reward.”
(1) Be Sincere
John 1:47 — Jesus saw Nathanael coming and said of him, “Look, this is a true Israelite; there is no deceit in his heart.”
A. Speak Honestly
Mark 9:24 — The child’s father immediately cried out (some ancient manuscripts: immediately cried out with tears), “I believe! But my faith is insufficient; Lord, please help.”
B. Only Then Can One Believe in the Lord
John 1:49 — Nathanael said, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel!”
C. Pour Out Your Heart
1 Samuel 1:15 — Hannah answered, “No, my lord, it is not so. I am a woman with a sorrowful heart. I have drunk neither light wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my heart before the LORD.”
[Source page 3]
(2) Receive God’s Love
Psalm 85:10 — Lovingkindness and truth meet one another; righteousness and peace kiss one another.
A. A Beautiful Dream Comes True
Luke 7:10 — Those who had been sent returned to the centurion’s house and saw that the servant was already well.
B. Receive God’s Mercy
Isaiah 38:3 — “O LORD, please remember how I walked before you with a whole heart, acted in truth, and did what was good in your eyes.” Hezekiah wept bitterly. The word of the LORD came to Isaiah: 5 “Go and tell Hezekiah: Thus says the LORD, the God of your ancestor David: I have heard your prayer and seen your tears. I will add fifteen years to your lifespan.”
C. Express True Feelings
John 11:33 — When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he grieved in his heart and was deeply troubled. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They answered, “Lord, please come and see.”
(3) Act on What You Know
John 1:37 — The two disciples heard his words and followed Jesus.
A. Act Immediately
John 9:37 — Jesus said, “You have already seen him; the one speaking with you now is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe!” and worshiped Jesus.
B. You Will Surely See Results
Luke 17:14 — When Jesus saw them, he said, “Go and show your bodies to the priests.” As they went, they were cleansed.
C. Protect the Conscience
Proverbs 4:23 — Guard your heart above everything else you guard (or: diligently guard your heart), because the effects of one’s whole life flow from the heart.
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2. Love God Sincerely
Romans 8:28 — We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God, those who are called according to his purpose.
Introduction: Only Those Who Love God Can Be Used by the Lord
John 21:15 — When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John (called Jonah in Matthew 16:17), do you love me more than these?” Peter said, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”
(1) Have God’s Love
Romans 5:8 — But Christ died for us while we were still sinners; in this God’s love was shown to us.
1. Do Not Seek Your Own Benefit
1 Corinthians 13:5 — Does not keep account of people’s wrongs.
2. Only Then Can One Show Grace
John 3:16 — God loved the people of the world so much that he gave them his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him would not perish but receive eternal life.
3. Be Given the Holy Spirit
Romans 5:5 — Hope does not lead to shame, because the Holy Spirit who was given to us has poured God’s love into our hearts.
[Source page 5]
(2) Be Granted Grace by God
Ephesians 6:24 — May all who sincerely love our Lord Jesus Christ receive grace!
1. The Grace of Being Called
Acts 9:15 — The Lord said to Ananias, “Just go! He is the vessel I have chosen, to proclaim my name before Gentiles and kings and the people of Israel.”
2. Be Delivered by God
Psalm 91:14 — “Because he loves me wholeheartedly, I will deliver him; because he knows my name, I will set him on high.”
3. Accept the Commission
Genesis 12:1 — The LORD said to Abram, “Leave your country, your clan, and your father’s house, and go to the land I will show you. 2 I will make you a great nation. I will bless you and make your name great; you must also bring blessing to others.”
(3) Respond to God’s Love
1 John 4:19 — We love because God first loved us.
1. Dedicate Yourself to Serving the Lord
Isaiah 6:8 — I also heard the Lord’s voice saying, “Whom can I send? Who is willing to go for us?” I said, “Here I am; please send me!”
2. Sins Are Forgiven
Luke 7:47 — “Therefore I tell you, this person’s many sins have all been forgiven, because this person’s love is great; but the one forgiven little loves little.”
3. Live Out the New Life
Psalm 116:8 — O Lord, you have saved my life from death, my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling. 9 I will walk the path of the living before the LORD.
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3. Receive the Holy Spirit
2 Kings 2:9 — Elisha said, “May the spirit that moves you move me in double measure.”
Introduction: Become a Living Person
James 2:26 — The body without the soul is dead; faith without deeds is also dead.
(1) Be Born of the Spirit
John 3:5 — Jesus said, “Truly, truly I tell you, unless a person is born of water and the Holy Spirit, that person cannot enter God’s kingdom.”
1. The Spirit as a Gift
Acts 2:38 — Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will surely receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
2. Have New Life
Acts 2:42 — They all persevered in keeping the apostles’ teaching, fellowship with one another, breaking bread, and prayer.
3. Hear the True Word
Romans 10:17 — Thus belief in the Word comes from hearing the Word, and hearing the Word comes from Christ’s words.
[Source page 7]
(2) Only Then Belong to Christ
Romans 8:9 — If a person does not have the Spirit of Christ, that person does not belong to Christ.
1. Belong to the True God
1 Corinthians 3:23 — And you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God.
2. Be Able to Overcome the Devil
1 John 4:4 — Little children, you belong to God and have overcome them, because the one within you is greater than the one in the world.
3. Imitate Good
3 John 11 — Do not imitate evil; imitate only good. The one who does good belongs to God.
(3) Obey the True God
Acts 5:32 — We bear witness to this, and the Holy Spirit whom God gives to those who obey also bears witness to it.
1. Obey the Lord’s Words
Ezekiel 2:2 — As he spoke to me, the spirit entered me and made me stand up, and I heard the voice of the one speaking to me.
2. The Lord’s Words Are Spirit
John 6:63
3. Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness
Acts 10:24, 44
[Source page 8]
4. Be Born Again and Saved
John 3:3 — Jesus answered, “Truly, truly I tell you, unless a person is born again, that person cannot see God’s kingdom.”
Introduction: God Wants to Make Living People
Psalm 115:17 — The dead cannot praise the LORD, nor can any who go down into silence.
Isaiah 43:7 — Everyone called by my name was created for my glory; I formed them and made them.
(1) The Spirit Dwells in the Heart
Ezekiel 36:27 — I will put my Spirit within you, causing you to obey my statutes and carefully keep my ordinances.
1. Become a New Creation
Acts 2:46 — Every day they persevered with one accord in the temple, broke bread in their homes, and ate with joyful and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and receiving the people’s favor. The Lord added to them daily those who were being saved.
2. Bear Much Fruit
Acts 11:24 — This Barnabas was a good man, filled with the Holy Spirit and great faith. Thus many people submitted to the Lord.
3. Set the Mind on the Holy Spirit
Romans 8:6 — Setting the mind on the Holy Spirit is life and peace.
[Source page 9]
(2) Only Then Can There Be Renewal
Titus 3:5 — He saved us, not because of righteous deeds we ourselves had done, but according to his mercy, through the washing of rebirth and the renewal of the Holy Spirit.
1. Practice the Lord’s Word
John 15:2 — Every branch belonging to me that does not bear fruit, he cuts away; every branch that bears fruit, he trims clean so that it bears more fruit. 3 Now you are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.
2. Understand God’s Will
Romans 12:2 — Do not imitate this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, so that you may discern God’s good, perfect, and pleasing will.
3. Maintain a Clean Heart
Psalm 51:10 — O God, please create a clean heart for me and renew an upright (or: steadfast) spirit within me.
(3) Live Together with the Lord
Ephesians 2:5 — When we were dead in trespasses, he made us alive together with Christ. You are saved by grace.
1. Come to Belong to Christ
Romans 6:3 — Do you not know that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore, through baptism into death, we were buried with him, so that our every action might have the character of new life, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the Father’s glory.
2. Share in Glory
Romans 8:17 — If we suffer with him, we will certainly also share his glory.
3. Recognize Faults and Be Willing to Change
Psalm 51:1 — (After David had lain with Bathsheba, the prophet Nathan came to see him; he composed this psalm for the chief musician.) O God, please have mercy on me according to your lovingkindness! According to your abundant compassion, blot out my transgressions! 2 Please wash away my iniquity completely and cleanse me of my sin! 11 Do not cast me away from your presence; do not take your Holy Spirit back from me.
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5. Have Experienced God
Job 42:5 — Formerly I heard of you by hearsay; now my own eyes have seen you.
Introduction: Have Experiential Knowledge
Luke 24:35 — The two people recounted everything they had encountered on the road and how he had been recognized by them when breaking the bread.
(1) Have a Pure Heart
Matthew 5:8 — Blessed are the pure in heart, because they will certainly see God.
1. Have No Deceit in the Heart
John 1:47 — Jesus saw Nathanael coming and said of him, “Look, this is a true Israelite; there is no deceit in his heart.”
2. God Looks at the Heart
1 Samuel 16:7 — But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or his tall stature; I do not choose him. The LORD does not see people as people do: people look at outward appearance; the LORD looks at the heart.”
3. Guard Your Own Heart
Proverbs 4:23 — Guard your heart above everything else you guard (or: diligently guard your heart), because the effects of one’s whole life flow from the heart.
[Source page 11]
(2) Be the Lord’s Sheep
John 10:14 — I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep, and my sheep also know me.
1. Be Chosen by the Lord
Acts 9:15 — The Lord said to Ananias, “Just go! He is the vessel I have chosen, to proclaim my name before Gentiles and kings and the people of Israel.”
2. Will Certainly Be Saved
John 10:9 — I am the door. Whoever enters through me will certainly be saved, and will go in and out and find grass to eat.
3. Be United in the Lord
John 10:16 — I have other sheep that are not of this fold; I must bring them too. They must also hear my voice, and they will become one flock under one shepherd.
(3) Sins Are Forgiven
Isaiah 6:7 — He touched my mouth with the coal and said, “Look, this coal has touched your lips; your iniquity is removed and your sin is forgiven.” 8 I also heard the Lord’s voice saying, “Whom can I send? Who is willing to go for us?” I said, “Here I am; please send me!”
1. The Lord’s Blood Washes Away Sin
Revelation 1:5 — He loves us and uses his own blood to free us from (some ancient manuscripts: wash away) sins.
2. A Special Kind of Peace
John 14:27 — I leave peace with you; I give you my peace. What I give is unlike what people of the world give. Do not be troubled in your hearts, and do not be afraid.
3. Confess Sins Thoroughly
Psalm 32:5 — I declared my sin to you and did not hide my evil. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave my sin.
[Source page 12]
6. Follow the Lord Wholeheartedly
Joshua 14:9 — On that day Moses swore, “The land your feet have trodden will surely belong to you and your descendants as an inheritance forever, because you have followed the LORD my God wholeheartedly.”
Introduction: Put the Lord First
Luke 9:61 — Another person said, “Lord, I will follow you, but first allow me to say goodbye to the people in my home.” 62 Jesus said, “Anyone who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is not worthy to enter God’s kingdom.”
(1) Carry Out the Lord’s Desire
Luke 5:5 — Simon said, “Master, we have labored all night and caught nothing. But in obedience to your word, I will let down the net.”
1. Yield to the Lord
Acts 9:17 — Ananias went, entered that house, laid his hands on Saul, and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord who appeared to you on the road as you came—that is, Jesus—has sent me so that you may see and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”
2. The Lord Is Wiser
Isaiah 55:9 — As heaven is higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than your ways, and my thoughts are higher than your thoughts.
3. Know That You Are the Lord’s Slave
Luke 1:38 — Mary said, “I am the Lord’s maidservant; I am willing for it to happen to me according to your word.” Then the angel left her.
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(2) Be Able to Enter the Kingdom of Heaven
Matthew 7:21 — “Not everyone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord’ can enter the kingdom of heaven; only those who do the will of my Father in heaven can enter.”
1. Believe in the Lord While Alive
John 11:26 — Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?
2. Be Full of Hope
1 Peter 1:3 — Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, through Jesus Christ’s resurrection from the dead he has caused us to be born again, giving us a living hope, 4 so that we may receive an inheritance that cannot perish, cannot be defiled, and cannot fade, kept in heaven for you.
3. Be One Who Overcomes
Revelation 3:5 — Everyone who overcomes will thus be clothed in white. I will certainly not blot out that person’s name from the book of life; I will acknowledge that person’s name before my Father and before all my Father’s angels.
(3) Set Aside Opposing Opinions
Numbers 14:9 — But you must not rebel against the LORD, and do not fear the inhabitants of that land, because they are our food, and what sheltered them has already left them. The LORD is with us; do not fear them!
1. Wait for the Lord to Speak
Numbers 12:8 — I will speak to him face to face, plainly and not in riddles, and he will see my form. Why are you not afraid to slander my servant Moses?
2. Bear the Consequences Yourself
Numbers 14:37 — These men who brought the bad report were all struck by a plague and died before the LORD. 38 Among them, only Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh remained alive.
3. Firmly Believe That “God Is Lord”
Psalm 115:3 — Yet our God is in heaven and does everything according to his own will.
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7. Give Glory to God
Daniel 6:22 — My God sent an angel to shut the lions’ mouths so that the lions would not harm me, because I am innocent before God, and I have done nothing harmful before you, O king.
Introduction: Learn to Praise God
Daniel 4:34 — When the days were fulfilled, I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my understanding returned to me. I blessed the Most High, praising and honoring the God who lives forever. His authority is everlasting, and his kingdom endures to all generations.
(1) Praise God
Psalm 150:6 — Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! Praise the LORD!
1. God Receives Glory
1 Samuel 17:47 — And let all these people know that the LORD gives victory neither by sword nor by spear, because victory or defeat in battle depends entirely on the LORD. He will surely give you into our hands.
2. A Sign of Honesty
1 Corinthians 15:10 — Yet what I have become today is by God’s grace, and the grace he gave me was not in vain. I labored more than all the apostles; this was not I, but God’s grace with me.
3. Dare to Praise
2 Chronicles 20:21 — After Jehoshaphat consulted the people, he appointed singers to praise the LORD, had them put on holy ceremonial garments, and sent them before the army, praising the LORD and saying, “Give thanks to the LORD, because his lovingkindness endures forever!” 22 Just as the people began singing and praising, the LORD sent an ambush to kill the Ammonites, Moabites, and people of Mount Seir who had come to attack the people of Judah, and they were defeated.
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(2) Glory Belongs to God
Matthew 6:13 — For the kingdom, authority, and glory are all yours forever. Amen.
1. God Is Glory
Isaiah 6:3 — They called to one another, “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; his glory fills the whole earth!”
2. The Lord’s Requirement
Luke 17:17 — Jesus said, “Were there not ten people cleansed? Where are the other nine?”
3. Be a Living Person
Psalm 115:17 — The dead cannot praise the LORD, nor can any who go down into silence.
(3) Fulfill Your Duty
Isaiah 43:7 — Everyone called by my name was created for my glory; I formed them and made them.
1. Offer a Sacrifice of Thanksgiving
Psalm 50:23 — Whoever offers thanksgiving as a sacrifice glorifies me.
2. Worthy to Receive Glory
Revelation 4:11 — Our Lord and our God, you are worthy to receive glory, honor, and authority, because you created all things, and all things were created and exist because of your will.
3. Choose to Praise
Psalm 42:11 — My soul, why are you downcast? Why are you restless within me? Look to God, because I will yet praise him.
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8. Be Able to Lead People to the Lord
Acts 16:31 — They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you and your household will certainly be saved.” 32 They spoke the Lord’s Word to him and to everyone in his household. 34 Then the jailer brought them up to his own home and set food before them. He and his whole household rejoiced greatly because they believed in God.
Introduction: Have Spiritual Wisdom
Colossians 1:28 — We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all kinds of wisdom, to bring everyone complete in Christ before God.
(1) Obey the Holy Spirit
Acts 8:26 — An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up! Go south to the road that leads down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” That road is wilderness. 27 Philip got up and went. Unexpectedly, there was an Ethiopian (that is, a Cushite; see Isaiah 18:1), a powerful eunuch who was in charge of the treasury under Candace, queen of Ethiopia. He had gone to Jerusalem to worship.
1. Accept the Prompting
Acts 16:10 — After Paul saw this vision, we immediately wanted to go to Macedonia, believing that God had called us to preach the gospel to the people there.
2. Have the Lord Working with You
Acts 16:14 — A woman named Lydia, a seller of purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, had long worshiped God. She heard, and the Lord opened her heart, causing her to pay close attention to what Paul said.
3. Set Yourself Aside
Acts 9:15 — The Lord said to Ananias, “Just go! He is the vessel I have chosen, to proclaim my name before Gentiles and kings and the people of Israel.” 17 Ananias went, entered that house, laid his hands on Saul, and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord who appeared to you on the road as you came—that is, Jesus—has sent me so that you may see and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”
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(2) Do What the Lord Commands
Matthew 28:19 — Therefore, go and make people of all nations my disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 20 Teach them to keep everything I have commanded you, and I will always be with you until the end of the world.
1. Proclaim Wherever You Go
Acts 8:3 — Saul, however, ravaged the church, entering people’s homes, dragging men and women away, and putting them in prison. 4 Those who were scattered went everywhere proclaiming the Word.
2. Have the Lord’s Presence
Acts 18:9 — At night, the Lord said to Paul in a vision, “Do not be afraid; keep speaking and do not be silent. 10 I am with you. Certainly no one will lay hands on you to harm you, because I have many people in this city.”
3. Be Faithful to the Lord
Matthew 25:16 — The one who received five thousand immediately took it to do business and earned another five thousand. 17 The one who received two thousand likewise earned another two thousand.
(3) Proclaim Jesus
Acts 8:35 — Philip opened his mouth and, beginning with this Scripture, proclaimed Jesus to him.
1. Jesus Is Lord
Acts 2:36 — Therefore let the whole house of Israel know with certainty that God has already made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.
2. Only Then Receive the Spirit’s Baptism
Acts 19:5 — When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 Paul laid his hands on their heads, and the Holy Spirit came upon them. They spoke in tongues and prophesied (or: preached).
3. Proclaim the Lord’s Resurrection
Acts 2:32 — God has already raised this Jesus; we all bear witness to this.
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9. Keep Faith, Hope, and Love in the Heart
1 Thessalonians 1:3 — Before God our Father, we constantly remember the work you do because of faith, the toil you undergo because of love, and the endurance you maintain because of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
Introduction: The Lord Wants People to Have Abundant Life
John 10:10 — The thief comes only to steal, kill, and destroy; I have come so that the sheep (or: people) may receive life, and receive it more abundantly.
(1) Have Faith
1. Love All the Saints
Ephesians 1:15 — Therefore, since I heard of your faith in and obedience to the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16 I have not stopped thanking God for you, often mentioning you when I pray.
2. Be Able to Be in the Lord
Galatians 5:6 — In Christ Jesus, neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any effect; only faith that produces love in a person is effective.
3. Believe in the Lord’s Resurrection
Romans 10:9 — If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will certainly be saved.
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(2) Have Love
1. Have God’s Love
Romans 5:8 — But Christ died for us while we were still sinners; in this God’s love was shown to us.
2. Have No Future
1 Corinthians 16:22 — If anyone does not love the Lord, let that person be accursed. The Lord will surely come!
3. Truly Receive the Holy Spirit
Romans 5:5 — Hope does not lead to shame, because the Holy Spirit who was given to us has poured God’s love into our hearts.
(3) Have Hope
1. Long for the Heavenly Homeland
Hebrews 11:16 — But they long for a better homeland, one that is in heaven.
2. Only Then Can One Be Saved
Romans 8:23 — Not only so, but even we who have the firstfruits of the Holy Spirit groan within ourselves, waiting to receive the status of sons, that is, the redemption of our bodies. 24 Our salvation depends on hope.
1 Peter 1:3 — Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, through Jesus Christ’s resurrection from the dead he has caused us to be born again, giving us a living hope, 4 so that we may receive an inheritance that cannot perish, cannot be defiled, and cannot fade, kept in heaven for you. 5 You who are guarded by God’s power through faith will certainly receive the salvation that has been prepared and will be revealed at the end time.
3. Raise the Intelligence Quotient
Hebrews 11:26 — He considered the disgrace suffered for Christ more precious than Egypt’s wealth, because he looked forward to the reward he would receive.
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10. Gain More Disciples for the Lord
Matthew 28:19 — Therefore, go and make people of all nations my disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (or: baptizing them into the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). 20 Teach them to keep everything I have commanded you, and I will always be with you until the end of the world.
Introduction: Be Close to the Lord’s Heart
Philippians 1:8 — I share the affections of Christ Jesus and earnestly long for you all.
(1) Proclaim Wherever You Go — v. 19, “go” (πορευθενς)
John 4:14 — Whoever drinks the water I give will never thirst. The water I give will become a spring within that person, welling up into eternal life.
1. Distinguish Clearly What Comes First and Second
Acts 18:3 — They were tentmakers by trade. Because Paul shared their trade, he stayed and worked with them. 4 Every Sabbath, Paul debated in the synagogue, persuading Jews and Greeks.
2. Dedicate Yourself Completely
Romans 12:1 — Therefore, brothers, by God’s mercies I urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God. Such service on your part is reasonable and fitting.
3. It Is My “Business”
Acts 9:17 — Ananias went, entered that house, laid his hands on Saul, and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord who appeared to you on the road as you came—that is, Jesus—has sent me so that you may see and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”
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(2) Have Baptism That Meets the Standard — v. 19, “baptize”
Acts 19:6 — Paul laid his hands on their heads, and the Holy Spirit came upon them.
1. The Lord’s Blood Washes Away Sin
Revelation 1:5 — He loves us and uses his own blood to free us from (some ancient manuscripts: wash away) sins.
2. The Spirit as a Gift
Acts 2:38 — Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will surely receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
3. Call on the Lord’s Name
Acts 22:16 — Why do you delay now? Get up, call on his name and be baptized, washing away your sins.
(3) Keep the Lord’s Word — v. 20, “keep”
Acts 2:42 — They all persevered in keeping the apostles’ teaching, fellowship with one another, breaking bread, and prayer.
1. Practice the Truth
John 17:17 — Please sanctify them through the truth; your Word is truth.
2. The Lord’s Requirement
Luke 6:46 — Why do you call me “Lord, Lord,” but do not do what I say?
3. Be Willing to Obey the Lord
Luke 5:5 — Simon said, “Master, we have labored all night and caught nothing. But in obedience to your word, I will let down the net.”
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11. Know How to Proclaim Scripture
Acts 8:35 — Philip opened his mouth and, beginning with this Scripture, proclaimed Jesus to him.
Introduction: Only Make the Truth Plain
2 Corinthians 4:2 — We have renounced those hidden, shameful things; we do not act deceitfully or falsely expound God’s teaching. We only make the truth plain, so that before God we may commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience.
(1) Proclaim the Lord’s Word
Luke 19:10 — The Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost.
1 Timothy 1:15 — Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. This saying is trustworthy and fully worthy of acceptance. Among sinners, I am the chief.
1. Take Hold of the Spirit’s Sword
Ephesians 6:17 — Also put on the helmet of salvation and take the precious sword of the Holy Spirit, which is God’s Word.
2. Disciples Increase
Acts 6:7 — God’s Word flourished. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly, and many priests also believed and obeyed this Word.
3. Be Sure to Proclaim the Word
2 Timothy 4:2 — Be sure to proclaim the Word; whether the time is favorable or unfavorable, always be devoted to it. With every kind of patience and all kinds of teaching, rebuke, warn, and encourage people.
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(2) Cause People to Be Born Again
James 1:18 — According to his own will, he gave birth to us through the true Word, so that among all the things he created we might be like the firstfruits.
1. The Gospel Takes Effect
1 Corinthians 4:15 — Though you who learn Christ have ten thousand teachers, you do not have many fathers, because in Christ Jesus I gave birth to you through the gospel.
2. Be Able to Enter God’s Kingdom
Luke 17:21 — Nor can people say, “Look, it is here!” or “Look, it is there!” because God’s kingdom is within your hearts.
3. The Prodigal Son Returns
Luke 15:21 — The son said, “Father! I have sinned against heaven and against you; from now on I am not worthy to be called your son.” 22 But the father commanded the servants, “Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and shoes on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and slaughter it, so that we may eat, drink, and rejoice. 24 For this son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was lost and has been found.” And they began to rejoice.
(3) Proclaim the “Spiritual Meaning”
2 Corinthians 3:6 — He has enabled us to serve as ministers of this new covenant, not according to the letter, but according to the spiritual meaning; for the letter causes death, but the spiritual meaning (or: Holy Spirit) gives life.
1. The Holy Spirit’s Voice
Acts 9:15 — The Lord said to Ananias, “Just go! He is the vessel I have chosen, to proclaim my name before Gentiles and kings and the people of Israel.”
2. Pierce People’s Hearts
Acts 2:37 — When the people heard this, they felt pierced in their hearts and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”
3. Find the Right Hearers
John 18:37 — I was born for this and came into the world for this, specifically to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth hears my words.
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12. Live Up to the Name
Acts 11:26 — When he found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a full year they met with the church and taught many people. It was in Antioch that the disciples first came to be called Christians.
Introduction: Have True Inner Substance
Acts 11:24 — This Barnabas was a good man, filled with the Holy Spirit and great faith. Thus many people submitted to the Lord.
(1) Receive the Holy Spirit — Acts 11:24, “filled with the Holy Spirit”
1. The Holy Spirit Dwells Within
Acts 19:6 — Paul laid his hands on their heads, and the Holy Spirit came upon them. They spoke in tongues and prophesied.
2. Be Able to Receive the Inheritance
Ephesians 1:14 — This Holy Spirit is the evidence that we will receive the inheritance (the original word means “pledge”).
3. Hunger and Thirst for the Spirit
2 Kings 2:9 — Elijah said to Elisha, “Before I am taken away from you, ask whatever you want me to do for you.” Elisha said, “May the spirit that moves you move me in double measure.”
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(2) Be a Good Person — Acts 11:24, “was a good man”
1. Like God’s Messenger
1 Samuel 29:9 — Achish said, “I know that in my eyes you are a good man, like a messenger of God.”
2. Be Accepted by the Lord
Acts 10:4 — Cornelius stared at him and said in fear, “Lord, what is it?” The angel said, “Your prayers and your charitable gifts have reached God’s presence and have been remembered.”
3. Maintain Uprightness
John 7:17 — If a person resolves to do his will, that person will certainly know whether this teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own. 18 Anyone who speaks on their own seeks their own glory; but the one who seeks the glory of the one who sent him is true, and there is no unrighteousness in his heart.
(3) Bear Much Fruit — Acts 11:24, “many people turned to the Lord”
1. God Receives Glory
Acts 3:6 — Peter said, “I have neither silver nor gold, but I give you what I have: in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, I command you to get up and walk!” 7 He took him by the right hand and helped him up. His feet and ankle bones immediately became strong, 8 and he jumped up, stood, and walked. He entered the temple with them, walking, jumping, and praising God.
2. God Hears Prayer
John 15:16 — You did not choose me; I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, so that your fruit would remain, and so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he will give you.
3. Have a Good Testimony
John 12:11 — Because of Lazarus, many Jews went back and believed in Jesus.
[Source page 26]
13. Harvest the Ripe Crop
John 4:35 — Do you not say, “There are still four months until harvest”? I tell you, lift your eyes and look at the fields: the crop is already ripe (the original says “white”), ready for harvest.
Introduction: Turn to Those Who Respond
Acts 18:6 — When they resisted and slandered him, Paul shook out his clothes and said, “Your sin (the original word means blood) be on your own heads; it has nothing to do with me (the original says I am clean). From now on, I will go to the Gentiles.”
(1) The Lord’s Example
John 4:7 — A Samaritan woman came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Please give me water to drink.”
1. Find Those Who Have the Heart for It
Luke 19:5 — When Jesus reached that place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down quickly! Today I must stay in your home.”
2. God Looks at the Heart
Acts 13:22 — After removing Saul, he chose and established David as their king, and testified about him, “I have found David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart, who will do my will in everything.”
3. Satisfy the Thirsty
John 7:37 — On the last day of the festival, the greatest day, Jesus stood and said loudly, “If anyone is thirsty, let that person come to me and drink.”
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(2) Meet the Lord’s People
Acts 18:10 — I am with you. Certainly no one will lay hands on you to harm you, because I have many people in this city.
1. Those Chosen by the Lord
Acts 10:23 — Peter invited them in, and they stayed for a night. The next day he got up and went with them; several brothers from Joppa also went with him.
2. Find It Easy to Believe in the Lord
Acts 16:30 — He brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you and your household will certainly be saved.” 32 They spoke the Lord’s Word to him and to everyone in his household. 34 Then the jailer brought them up to his own home and set food before them. He and his whole household rejoiced greatly because they believed in God.
3. Take the Initiative to Show Concern
Acts 8:30 — Philip ran to the eunuch and heard him reading the book of the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 He said, “How can I understand unless someone instructs me?” He then invited Philip to get on the chariot and sit with him.
(3) Be a Good Steward
1 Corinthians 4:2 — What is required of a steward is faithfulness.
1. Have Good Results
Matthew 25:21 — The master said, “Well done, you good and faithful servant! You have been faithful in a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come in and enjoy your master’s joy.”
2. There Will Be Rewards and Punishments
2 Corinthians 5:10 — For we must all be revealed before Christ’s judgment seat, so that each person receives recompense according to what they have done in the body, whether good or evil.
3. Proclaim Christ
John 4:29 — “Come and see! A man has told me everything I have ever done. Could this be the Christ?” 30 The people went out of the city and came toward Jesus.
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Translation note
This translates the complete supplied church-growth training manuscript: introductory principles, commitment and signature line, dated course schedule, thirteen lessons, and all supplied Scripture excerpts. Original page numbers are retained as source-page markers; the schedule refers to those source pages, not to the pagination of a new English edition.
Translation note
Scripture quotations are close translations of the Chinese excerpts actually supplied. Their repeated passages, internal verse numbers, jumps, alternative readings, conditions, and differences from familiar English Bible wording are retained. References without quoted text, including lesson 3’s John 6:63 and Acts 10:24, 44, remain references alone. No missing verses have been supplied.
Translation note
The source prints ynchburg, Virginia with the initial character absent; that spelling and its historical membership figures remain source wording. The top date is preserved as 3/1/2013. Dates and lesson numbers run together in the source’s 5/24 and 5/31 schedule lines and have been separated for readability. The table of contents and lesson-opening references sometimes differ; both are retained.
Translation note
The source Greek εκκλησια and πορευθενς is retained exactly without supplying accents or repairing apparent spelling defects. In 2 Corinthians 3:6, 執事 is rendered ministers in its new-covenant context, and 精意 spiritual meaning, with the source’s alternative Holy Spirit preserved. In Ephesians 1:14, 憑據 is evidence and the separate 質 gloss is pledge.
Translation note
The Luke 7:47 excerpt uses the generic written pronoun 他 and is rendered neutrally as this person; its because-clause and completed forgiveness remain intact. The idiom 心誠則靈 in the introduction means that sincerity of heart brings an effective response. The lesson 9 heading 提高智商 is retained literally as raising the intelligence quotient; it is the author’s heading, not a measured claim added by this translation.
Translation note
No embedded media, objects, equations, or additional document text parts were detected. Historical and theological claims are preserved as the author’s statements.
Reading 5
Elder Training Course
Elder Training Course — Rev. David Tsang
Theme: Growing to the Stature of Christ (Ephesians 4:11–13)
(I) The Greatest Gift (1 Corinthians 12:31)
1. Desire That People Receive New Life (John 10:10)
A. A loving nature (1 Corinthians 13:5).
B. The greatest benefit (Matthew 16:26).
C. Live out God’s nature (2 Peter 1:4).
2. Care About People’s Souls (Luke 19:10)
A. Truthful love (John 8:24).
B. Receive other things (Matthew 6:33).
C. Seek the lost (Luke 19:10).
3. Express Love Through Action (Acts 8:35–38)
A. Unceasing love (Luke 23:34).
B. Elicit a response (1 John 4:19–20).
C. Obey the prompting (Luke 10:33–35).
(II) Sound Salvation (Philippians 2:12)
1. Must Be Declared Righteous by God (Romans 5:1)
A. Rely on the Lord’s creditworthiness (Romans 3:24).
B. Receive new life (Romans 5:18).
C. Justified by faith (Romans 3:28).
2. Life Must Gradually Grow (1 Peter 2:2)
A. Grow to maturity (Ephesians 4:13).
B. Leading to salvation (1 Peter 2:2).
C. Able to eat solid food (Hebrews 5:14).
3. Wait for Salvation in the Last Time (1 Peter 1:5)
A. Wait for the Lord’s return (Romans 8:23).
B. The Lord will certainly come (1 Corinthians 16:22).
C. Wake from sleep early (Romans 13:11).
(III) The Gospel Commission (Matthew 28:19–20)
1. Must Make People Disciples (Matthew 28:19)
A. Bear much fruit (John 15:8).
B. Be given eternal life (John 10:27–28).
C. Set oneself aside (Matthew 16:24).
2. Should Proclaim Wherever One Goes (Matthew 28:19)
A. Shine everywhere (John 12:11).
B. The word of life (Philippians 2:15–16).
C. Seize opportunities (John 4:7).
3. Must Proclaim God’s Word (Matthew 28:20)
A. Return to the Bible (Acts 8:35).
B. The Holy Spirit works (Acts 10:44).
C. Have a clear conscience (2 Timothy 2:15).
(IV) An Example to the Flock (1 Timothy 4:12)
1. Must Teach by Both Words and Example (1 Timothy 4:16)
A. Do what you say (Acts 20:18–21).
B. Be persuasive (Matthew 23:2–3).
C. Pursue progress (1 Timothy 4:15–16).
2. Glorify God in Everything (1 Corinthians 10:31)
A. Give God the credit (1 Corinthians 15:10).
B. Glory belongs to God (1 Peter 4:11).
C. Speak truthful words (Psalm 138:5).
3. Should Act by the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:16)
A. Listen to the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:29–30).
B. Only then can things be accomplished (Zechariah 4:6).
C. Accept the call (Acts 16:10).
(V) Church Growth (Acts 6:7)
1. Proclaim the Powerful Gospel (Romans 1:16)
A. Proclaim the Lord’s resurrection (Acts 2:32).
B. Trustworthy evidence (Acts 17;31).
C. Know the task (Acts 1:22).
2. Have the Holy Spirit Working Alongside (Ezekiel 2:2)
A. Proclaim God’s word (Acts 10:44).
B. Lead people to the Lord (Acts 8:35–36).
C. Do what the Lord commands (Luke 24:49).
3. Be Willing to Train Successors (2 Timothy 2:2)
A. Nurture new people (Acts 11:25–26).
B. Carry on the past and open the way ahead (Acts 18:26–28).
C. Have true godliness (Titus 1:5–6).
(VI) Christ’s Instructions (Luke 9:1–2)
1. Receive Power to Subdue Demons (John 20:21–23)
A. Able to command demons (Acts 16:18).
B. The Lord is greater than demons (1 John 4:4).
C. Should submit to God (James 4:7).
2. Proclaim the Teaching of God’s Kingdom (1 Corinthians 15:3–8, 24)
A. Proclaim the true gospel (Mark 1:15).
B. Some have not believed (1 Corinthians 15:34).
C. Endure suffering (2 Timothy 4:5).
3. Heal the Sick on God’s Behalf (James 5:14)
A. The Lord’s nurse (Acts 3:6–7).
B. The Lord’s instruction (James 5:14–15).
C. Hold to the Lord’s promise (Isaiah 53:5).
(VII) Problems Currently Present in God’s Household and Responses
A) Existing Difficulties
1. Some beliefs depart from the Bible’s original meaning:
A. The concept of “the whole household being saved” (Acts 16:31).
B. The saying “the priesthood of all” (1 Peter 2:9).
C. The desire to seek “smooth going” (Psalm 1:3).
D. The heresy of wanting no “trouble” (1 Chronicles 4:10).
2. Some messages being preached do not accord with biblical teaching:
A. Receiving life is receiving eternal life (Romans 5:18; Romans 6:22).
B. Salvation is a one-time act (1 Peter 2:2; 1 Peter 1:5).
C. There is no need to confess sins according to the Bible’s definition of sin (Psalm 32:5).
D. Those who have not believed and obeyed God can also receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:32).
3. Not all believers know God:
A. Some have souls that have not awakened (1 Corinthians 15:34).
B. Some are unworthy to be the Lord’s disciples (Matthew 10:37–38).
C. Some do not overcome (Revelation 3:5, 16–18).
D. Some are false Christians (2 Corinthians 11:13).
4. Matters are not handled entirely according to biblical principles:
A. Ordination does not meet biblical standards (Titus 1:6; 1 Timothy 3:10–11).
B. Deacons usurp the leading role, like guests displacing their host (Acts 6:2–3).
C. Disciples do not proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness of sins (Luke 24:47).
D. Baptism does not meet biblical requirements (Mark 16:16).
5. Church leaders’ qualities are inadequate:
A. Some have not been born again (2 Timothy 4:14).
B. Some do not respect God’s servants (3 John 9).
C. Some form factions and cause divisions (1 Corinthians 1:12).
D. Some are false “angels of light” (Revelation 2:10; 2 Corinthians 11:14).
B) Appropriate Responses
1. Study, practice, and teach God’s word (Ezra 7:10).
2. Accept God’s original intention (Matthew 19:8; 2 Corinthians 3:6).
3. Proclaim the whole truth of “not perish, but receive eternal life” (John 3:16).
4. Be willing to put disorder right (Acts 19:5).
5. Value God’s presence (Hebrews 12:14; Nehemiah 13:28–29).
(VIII) Ministry Skills
A) What to Know About Visiting
1. Know your identity: you represent the Lord and the church.
2. Know the purpose: to express God’s love and announce the good news.
3. Preparation:
a) Have a good relationship with God, and dress neatly and properly.
b) Have a good “partner.”
c) Arrange a time.
d) Be familiar with the content of the “good news.” (Know a little about how to answer questions.)
4. Points to remember:
a) Pray in the car outside the home.
b) “When you enter a place, follow its customs.”
c) Watch the time.
d) Do not argue, criticize, or talk politics.
e) Remember the principle of eating a “Donut.”
f) Close with prayer.
5. Conversation skills: (*)
a) Look at the other person while conversing.
b) Ask questions to understand what the other person means.
c) Ask about feelings to show concern.
d) Do not rush the other person or interrupt what the person is saying.
e) Respond to what the other person says.
f) Do not change the subject before the other person has finished speaking.
g) Remain composed and give your full attention.
B) What to Know About Evangelism
I. Basic Knowledge of the Gospel
1. The existence of the Creator of the universe (Romans 1:19–20).
2. The Creator came to save people (Romans 1 ;4; 1 Corinthians 15:6).
3. Humanity’s terminal illness:
a) Symptoms: Psalm 32:1–2 (עון חטאה פשע).
1) Not wanting the Creator’s rule (2 Kings 1:1).
2) Not seeking the Creator’s glory (Judges 20:16; Isaiah 43:7).
3) Not accepting the Creator’s judgment (Genesis 4:13).
b) Results:
1) The spirit leaves the soul (Ephesians 2:1).
2) The soul leaves the body (2 Corinthians 5:1).
3) The soul falls into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:15).
4. The prescription the Creator gives (Acts 2:36–38):
a) Receive the Creator who was born as Jesus (Acts 2:36; John 1:12).
b) Seek healing from Jesus, truthfully telling Him your symptoms (Psalm 32:5).
c) Through baptism, let your soul be united with the Lord’s Spirit (Galatians 3:27; Romans 6:3–5).
5. The effects of receiving treatment:
a) Receive eternal life (John 3:16).
b) Receive peace (Matthew 11:28) = the heavy burden of guilt is lifted (Psalm 32:5).
c) Receive everything you need (Matthew 6:32–33).
II. Basic Requirements for New Believers
1. Feed spiritual life with spiritual milk (1 Peter 2:2; Genesis 2:7).
2. Let spiritual life breathe spiritual air (Ephesians 6:18).
3. Let spiritual life and the soul rest (Hebrews 10:25; Matthew 11:28).
4. Let spiritual life exercise regularly (Matthew 8:15; Romans 12:11).
5. Let spiritual life remain clean (1 John 1:9).
6. Let spiritual life respond to the grace of forgiven sins (Luke 7:47; 2 Corinthians 9:6–8).
III. Questions New Believers Often Ask
1. How do we know God exists?
a) God is spirit (John 2:24).
b) People know that spirits exist (Job 4:15), but lack information for understanding spirits (John 3:8).
2. How do we know the Bible is God’s word?
a) The Lord tells us (Luke 24:44–45).
b) People can sense it (Acts 2:37; 10:44).
3. Is the theory of evolution believable?
a) The theory of evolution is Darwin’s unproven thesis. (Darwin repented and believed in the Lord in his later years!)
b) Those in whose hearts the Creator dwells (Ephesians 3:17) will not believe this seemingly plausible but false teaching.
1) Fossils unearthed in Chengjiang, China, showing higher and lower animals appearing together in the same era, refute the theory of evolution.
2) If the nitrogen, carbon, oxygen, hydrogen, and other atoms making up the amino-acid molecules that compose life were assembled by collisions, according to the calculations of physicist Charles E. Guye, it would take a number consisting of 1 followed by 244 zeros, in units of one hundred million years, for collisions to form a molecule. (Scientists consider the earth’s age to be a number consisting of 1 followed by only 55 zeros, in units of one hundred million years!)
4. Who made the Creator? He is self-existent and ever-existent (Exodus 3:14): that is, He “is,” both in the past and now. As to why this is so, there is no information.
5. Is a person once saved always saved? Yes, but the essential condition is to wait for the Lord’s return (Romans 8:23–24), grow gradually (1 Peter 2:2), and follow the Lord (John 10:27–28).
C) What to Know About Casting Out Demons
I. Information About Casting Out Demons
1. They are fallen angels (Isaiah 14:12–15).
2. They tempt people (Matthew 4:1).
3. They harm people (Job 1:19).
4. They make people ill (Matthew 17:18).
5. They speak through people (Matthew 16:22–23).
6. They can enter people’s hearts (John 13:2, 27).
7. They can be cast out (Mark 16:17).
8. Their end is in the lake of fire (Revelation 20:10).
II. The Basis for Casting Out Demons
1. The Lord’s promise (Mark 16:17).
2. Jesus is greater than demons (1 John 4:4).
III. Conditions
1. Rely on the Lord’s name (Mark 16:17) and the Lord’s blood (Revelation 12:11).
2. Fast and pray (Matthew 17:21).
3. Believers have abundant life (Revelation 12:11).
IV. The Composition of a Human Being
1. God’s breath (Breath) + dust (Dust) = a living person (Soul) (Genesis 2:7).
2. A human being = spirit + soul + body (1 Thessalonians 5:23).
3. A person (Soul) is:
(A) Life (life).
(B) A reality that exists forever (God-given existence which survives death).
(C) An individual (Person).
4. A Christian = Christ dwelling in the person’s heart (Ephesians 3:17), living by the Lord (Galatians 2:20).
5. A non-Christian = dead in spirit (Ephesians 2:1), following the world (Ephesians 2:2), receiving “the spirit of the world” (1 Corinthians 2:12).
6. A demon-possessed person = a demon enters the person’s heart (John 13:27), and the person speaks a demon’s words (Matthew 16:22).
V. Points to Know
1. Demons come and go by way of the “ground” (1 Samuel 28:13; Luke 4:35; 9:39, 42).
2. Do not be afraid (1 John 4:4).
3. Have a team spirit (Mark 6:7).
4. Do not underestimate the enemy (Jude 9; Daniel 10:13).
5. Remove idols (Deuteronomy 7:25–26).
Translation note
All eight available course sections are translated in full. Similar portions in other files have not replaced this version’s wording or references; in particular, this version has “1 Corinthians 2:12.” Its conversation-skills asterisk (*) has no corresponding reference note supplied, and the Donut principle is not explained here. Apparent typos 榮糧 and 報知告 are read contextually as glory and announcing good news; 靈命靈魂 is retained as spiritual life and the soul. “Rely on the Lord’s creditworthiness” closely preserves 靠主信用 without guessing another intended phrase. The author’s theological, health, historical, and scientific claims, including both extremely large time figures, are translated as source claims. The malformed Romans 1 ;4, Acts 17;31, and John 2:24 reference are retained. An isolated trailing Hebrew mark is recorded in the source map. Automatic list labels are restored from Word numbering.
Reading 6
To Be A Faithful Successor
2Tim. 2:1-8    To Be A Faithful Successor
Theme: There are three things that a successor should do.
Introduction: Be faithful in doing one’s obligation.
       John 20:21 Jesus therefore said to them again, Peace be unto you:   
           as the Father hath sent me, even so send I you.
     2Tim. 2:2 And the things which thou hast heard from me among 
           many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who 
           shall be able to teach others also.
Outlines:
(一) Willing to endure hardship     V.3  “Hardship” 
  1. To suffer for righteousness
      Isa.53: 3 He was despised, and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and as one from whom men hide their face he was despised; and we esteemed him not.
  2. Receiving the anointing of the Holy Spirit
      1Pet.4: 14 If ye are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are ye ; because the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God resteth upon you.
  3. Praising the true God
      Acts 16: 25 But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns unto God, and the prisoners were listening to them;
  4. Rejoicing in the Lord
      Rom.5: 2 through whom also we have had our access by faith into this grace wherein we stand; and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.    
  5. It is fitting to have suffering
      Heb.2: 10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering.
(二) Following the rules.                V.5  “Rules”
  1. To fulfill all righteousness
      1Cor.14: 40 But let all things be done decently and in order.
      Mtt.3: 15 But Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffereth him.
  2. Prayer shall be heard by God
      Luke 1: 6 And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.
    13 But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: because thy supplication is heard, and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.
3. To fear the true God
      Gen.39: 9 he is not greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back anything from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?
  4. Keeping the principles
      Ps.16: 2 O my soul , thou hast said unto Jehovah, Thou art my Lord: I have no good beyond thee.
  5. To have good outcome
      Prob.14: 12 There is a way which seemeth right unto a man; But the end thereof are the ways of death.
(三) Producing the crops                V.6  “Crops”
  1. Knowing the will of Heaven
      Jn.8: 26 I have many things to speak and to judge concerning you: howbeit he that sent me is true; and the things which I heard from him, these speak I unto the world.
      Acts.18: 26 and he began to speak boldly in the synagogue. But when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more accurately.
  2. To grow into salvation
      1Pet.2: 2 as newborn babes, long for the spiritual milk which is without guile, that ye may grow thereby unto salvation;
  3. To have a good conscience
      2Tim.2: 15 Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth.
  4. To be a food giver
      Mtt.24: 45 Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath set over his household, to give them their food in due season?
  5. To obey God’s word 
      Rom.1: 5 through whom we received grace and apostleship, unto obedience of faith among all the nations, for his name’s sake;
Reading 7
Deacons’ Training
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
Deacons’ Training
Rev.David Tsang
１。“Deacon” (Phil.1:1) and  “Servant”(Mtt.20:26) are from the same 
      Greek word “διακονος”.
(RSV)	Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philip'pi, with the bishops and deacons:
(RSV)	It shall not be so among you; but whoever would be great among you must be your servant,
2。Deacons were appointed for “waiting on tables”. (Acts.6:2)
(RSV)	And the twelve summoned the body of the disciples and said, "It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables.
3.  Deacons should have good qualities. (Acts 6:3)
(RSV)	Therefore, brethren, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this duty.
4.  Deacons should be faithful (1Cor.4:1-2) and  humble. (1Cor.3:5)
(RSV)	This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.
(RSV)	Moreover it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy.
(RSV)	What then is Apol'los? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each.
5.  Deacons have the responsibilities of  reminding  brethren (1Tim.4:6) and 
     bringing people to Christ.(Acts21:8)
(RSV)	On the morrow we departed and came to Caesare'a; and we entered the house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the seven, and stayed with him.
(RSV)	If you put these instructions before the brethren, you will be a good minister of Christ Jesus, nourished on the words of the faith and of the good doctrine which you have followed.
Translation of the Chinese version
“Deacon” (Philippians 1:1) and “servant” (Matthew 20:26) are the same Greek word.
Philippians 1:1 — Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, write to all the saints in Christ Jesus who live in Philippi, and to the overseers and deacons.
Matthew 20:26 — But it must not be this way among you. Whoever among you wishes to be great must become your servant.
Deacons were originally established to “manage the food.” (Acts 6:2)
Acts 6:2 — The twelve apostles called the disciples together and said, “It is not fitting for us to leave God’s word to manage the food.”
Deacons should have good qualities. (Acts 6:3)
Acts 6:3 — Therefore, brothers, select from among yourselves seven men of good reputation, filled with the Holy Spirit and full of wisdom, and we will appoint them to manage this matter.
Deacons must be “faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:1–2) and “humble.” (1 Corinthians 3:5)
1 Corinthians 4:1 — People should regard us as Christ’s deacons and as stewards of God’s mysteries.
Verse 2 — What is required of stewards is that they be faithful.
1 Corinthians 3:5 — What does Apollos amount to? What does Paul amount to? They are merely deacons who led you to believe, according to what the Lord gave each of them.
Deacons have the responsibility to lead people to the Lord (Acts 21:8) and to remind believers. (1 Timothy 4:6)
Acts 21:8 — The next day we left there and came to Caesarea. We entered the home of Philip, who preached the gospel, and stayed with him. He was one of the seven deacons.
1 Timothy 4:6 — If you remind the brothers of these things, you will be a good deacon of Christ Jesus, having been instructed in the words of the true way and in the good teaching you have always followed.
Translation note
The source is bilingual. Its original English statements and RSV quotations are retained and labeled separately from the close translations of the Chinese text, so differences between the two source versions remain visible. The Chinese quotations sometimes use terms different from the supplied RSV wording, including “instructed” in 1 Timothy 4:6 and “deacons” in Acts 21:8. The Chinese repeatedly uses 執事, which can be rendered deacon, servant or minister; the close translations use “deacon” consistently to make the author’s connection visible, while the supplied English wording is preserved. The Greek διακονος and all source references are retained.
Reading 8
Follow-up for New Believers
Follow-up for New Believers — Rev. David Tsang
Follow-up for new believers enables those who have accepted the Lord to understand the basic knowledge and responsibilities of new life, so that they can begin to grow in the Lord and become his good disciples.
A. Become a Person Who Is Born Again and Saved
1. Become a new creation in the Lord. (2 Corinthians 5:17)
5:17 — If anyone is in Christ, that person is a new creation. The old things have passed away; everything has become new.
2. Only then can one enter the kingdom of heaven. (John 3:5)
3:5 — Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I tell you, unless a person is born of water and the Holy Spirit, he cannot enter God’s kingdom.”
3. One must receive the Holy Spirit as a gift. (Acts 2:36–38)
2:36 — Therefore, let the whole house of Israel know with certainty that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.
2:37 — When the people heard this, they were pierced to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”
2:38 — Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will surely receive the Holy Spirit who is given.”
B. Become a Member of the Church
1. Be baptized into the Lord’s body—the church. (Galatians 3:27)
3:27 — All of you who have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
2. Only then can one bear fruit. (John 15:5)
15:5 — “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever remains in me, and I in that person, bears much fruit. For apart from me, you can do nothing.”
3. Fulfill the responsibilities of a member of the body:
A) Remain in the Lord. (John 15:5)
15:5 — “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever remains in me, and I in that person, bears much fruit. For apart from me, you can do nothing.”
B) Keep growing. (2 Peter 3:18)
3:18 — But you must grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. May glory be his, from now on and forever. Amen.
C) Love the church. (1 Timothy 3:15)
3:15 — If I am delayed for a long time, you may know how to conduct yourself in God’s household. This household is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.
D) Bear witness for the Lord. (Acts 1:8)
1:8 — “But when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will surely receive power, and you are to be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
E) Love one another. (John 13:34)
13:34 — “I give you a new commandment: love one another. Just as I have loved you, you must also love one another.”
F) Carry out the Great Commission. (Matthew 28:19–20)
28:19 — “Therefore, you must go and make people of all nations my disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. [Alternative rendering: baptizing them into the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.]
28:20 — Teach them to obey everything I have commanded you, and I will always be with you, until the end of the world.”
G) Support God’s household. (Ephesians 5:25)
5:25 — Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself for it.
C. Be the Lord’s Good Sheep
1. Trust and obey the Lord Jesus. (John 10:27)
10:27 — “My sheep hear my voice. I also know them, and they follow me.”
2. Only then can one receive eternal life. (John 10:28)
10:28 — “I also give them eternal life. They will never perish, and no one can snatch them out of my hand.”
3. Work out your salvation. (Philippians 2:12)
2:12 — Therefore, my dear brothers, as you have always obeyed—not only when I was there with you, but even more now that I am not there—you must work out your salvation with fear and trembling.
A) Become holy. (Romans 6:22)
6:22 — But now that you have been freed from sin and have become God’s slaves, you bear the fruit of holiness, and the outcome is eternal life.
B) Await the Lord’s return. (Philippians 3:20–21; Romans 8:23; 1 Peter 1:5)
3:20 — We, however, are citizens of heaven, and we await the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, coming down from heaven.
3:21 — By the great power with which he can bring all things into submission to himself, he will transform our lowly bodies to be like his own glorious body.
8:23 — Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Holy Spirit, also groan inwardly, awaiting the status of sons—that is, the redemption of our bodies.
1:5 — You who are protected by God’s power through faith will surely receive the salvation that has been prepared and will be revealed in the last time.
Translation note
This source includes full Scripture excerpts; every supplied excerpt is translated, including the repeated John 15:5 quotation and the alternate baptism wording in Matthew 28:19. This version is kept distinct from the shorter outline with the same title.
Reading 9
Follow-up for New Believers
Follow-up for New Believers — Rev. David Tsang
Follow-up for new believers enables those who have accepted the Lord to understand the basic knowledge and responsibilities of new life, so that they can begin to grow in the Lord and become his good disciples.
A. Become a Person Who Is Born Again and Saved
1. Become a new creation in the Lord. (2 Corinthians 5:17)
2. Only then can one enter the kingdom of heaven. (John 3:5)
3. One must receive the Holy Spirit as a gift. (Acts 2:36–38)
B. Become a Member of the Church
1. Be baptized into the Lord’s body—the church. (Galatians 3:27)
2. Only then can one bear fruit. (John 15:5)
3. Fulfill the responsibilities of a member of the body:
A) Remain in the Lord. (John 15:5)
B) Keep growing. (2 Peter 3:18)
C) Love the church. (1 Timothy 3:15)
D) Bear witness for the Lord. (Acts 1:8)
E) Love one another. (John 13:34)
F) Carry out the Great Commission. (Matthew 28:19–20)
G) Support God’s household. (Ephesians 5:25)
C. Be the Lord’s Good Sheep
1. Trust and obey the Lord Jesus. (John 10:27)
2. Only then can one receive eternal life. (John 10:28)
3. Work out your salvation. (Philippians 2:12)
A) Become holy. (Romans 6:22)
B) Await the Lord’s return. (Philippians 3:20–21; Romans 8:23; 1 Peter 1:5)
Translation note
This is the source’s concise outline. It supplies Scripture references but no quoted verse texts; no quotations have been added from the separate expanded version.
Reading 10
Highly Effective Preaching
Highly Effective Preaching — Rev. David Tsang
An eagle soaring through the sky and a ship crossing the deep sea each have their own way (Proverbs 30:19). The same is true of preaching that leads people to the Lord (Acts 2:41). Preaching is proclaiming (αγγελλω) a message on the Lord’s behalf (John 20:18). “Proclaim,” “messenger” (αγγελλοσ), and “gospel” (ευαγγελιον) share the same root, so preaching should proclaim the gospel, rather than express one’s own opinions. Peter proclaimed the gospel in his day (Acts 2:32), and therefore his message cut people to the heart. The following draws on this writer’s accumulated experience of more than forty years of preaching. For the wide spread of the gospel, I respectfully offer it for the reference of coworkers eager to learn.
(I) A Good Preacher
A. Has the Holy Spirit Working Alongside
1. Born again and saved: must surrender (Acts 9:4).
2. Filled with the Holy Spirit: believe and obey the true way (Romans 1:5).
3. Sent by the Lord: clearly called (Acts 9:15).
4. Suffer for righteousness: faithful unto death (1 Peter 4:14).
B. Has a Clear Conscience
1. Always maintain a good conscience: toward God and people (Acts 24:16).
2. Speak only the truth: able to know the truth (2 Timothy 2:15).
3. Treat everyone equally: uphold the truth (Galatians 2:11).
C. Has a Conscientious Character
1. Willing to labor: willing to put in the effort (2 Timothy 2:6).
2. Willing to learn: pursue progress (Acts 18:26).
3. Willing to repent: recognize mistakes and correct them (1 Timothy 1:13).
D. Has the Heart of Jesus
1. A compassionate heart: love people’s souls (John 11:35).
2. A heart that hates evil: love God’s temple (Mark 11:17).
3. A humble and respectful heart: respect people’s rights (Mark 10:22).
(II) A Good Sermon
A. Has the Meaning Intended by the Holy Spirit
1. The spirit of Scripture: that is, its spiritual meaning (2 Corinthians 3:6).
2. Fits feeling and reason: move the emotions and make the reasoning clear (Jonah 4:9, 11).
B. Has Apt Illustrations
1. Introduce what is not yet known: teach according to the learner (Jonah 4:10–11).
2. Explain profound things simply: bring out the main theme (Psalm 1:2–3).
C. Has a Logical Outline
1. Like writing an essay: length is not what matters (Acts 2:36–37).
2. Agrees with God’s revelation: comprehensive in scope (Luke 24:27).
(III) A Good Pattern
1. The passage should not be too long: John 3:16.
2. The title must be appropriate: God’s Love.
3. The thesis (Thesis) must be concise: Three Characteristics of God’s Love.
4. The outline must come from the passage:
A) Thinking of the other person: “the world.”
B) Willing to pay the cost: “gave.”
C) Seeking the greatest benefit: “eternal life.”
5. The introduction must attract the audience’s attention: the differences between genuine and counterfeit banknotes.
6. The transition must lead back to the thesis of the passage: in John 3:16 we can see three characteristics of true love.
7. The detailed treatment must be comprehensive: A) Thinking of the other person.
	Category	Focus	Scripture
	What	A) Centered on the other person	1 Corinthians 13:5
	Why	B) An expression of God’s nature	Luke 23:34
	How	C) Receive God’s nature	2 Peter 1:4
	Application	D) Attend to the affairs of others	Philippians 2:4
	For non-believers	E) Only by being born again can one have God’s nature	Luke 19:8

8. Illustrations must be concise and apt.
A) A mother nursing her baby.
B) Zacchaeus’s testimony (Luke 19:8).
C) Lydia’s hospitality (Acts 16:15).
D) The Philippian church (Philippians 4:16).
E) Paul’s change (Acts 9:1; Romans 9:3).
Trainees’ Practice
Illustrations — B) Willing to pay the cost. Scripture:
A) __________
B) __________
C) __________
D) __________
E) __________
Illustrations — C) Seeking the greatest benefit:
A) __________
B) __________
C) __________
D) __________
E) __________
9. The conclusion must summarize the discussion: we should love one another with God’s love (αγαπη) (John 13:34).
(IV) A Good Foundation
A preacher with a good foundation will know the following biblical truths:
1. God is the triune Creator (Revelation 1:4–5).
2. People are saved by grace and through faith (Ephesians 2:8).
3. “Faith” means believing and obeying the true way (Romans 1:5).
4. Those who believe and obey the true way will accept the following biblical revelation:
1) People must repent before they can believe the gospel (Mark 1:15).
2) Those who repent must sincerely confess their sins (Matthew 3:8).
3) The definition of sin (Psalm 32:1–2) is:
Rebellion against God (2 Kings 1:1; 1 John 3:4).
Falling short of God’s glory (Judges 20:16; Romans 3:23).
Knowingly doing wrong (James 4:17; Genesis 4:13).
4) Those who believe in the Lord can be justified by God (Romans 5:1) and receive life (Romans 5:18).
5) Those who are born again must become slaves of righteousness and be sanctified (Romans 6:19), and thus receive eternal life (Romans 6:22).
6) Those who have the hope of eternal life must wait for the Lord’s return to receive the status of God’s sons (Romans 8:23).
7) Believers’ new life must gradually grow (1 Peter 2:2), and they must rely on the Lord’s mercy (Jude 21).
8) The conditions for salvation are listening to the Lord’s words and following the Lord (John 10:27–28).
9) Christians must wait for the salvation to be revealed in the last time (1 Peter 1:5; Revelation 11:18).
10) Christians must make people disciples of the Lord (Matthew 28:19–20).
5. Christians should put the word into practice (James 1:22).
6. Christians should believe the Bible (John 5:39; 2 Timothy 3:16–17).
7. Christians should long for the heavenly home (Hebrews 11:16; 2 Timothy 4:8).
8. Christians should always rejoice in the Lord (Philippians 4:4).
9. Christians should love God and love others as themselves (Matthew 22:37–39).
10. Christians should fear God (Psalm 34:9).
(V) A Good Choice of Topic
A good choice of topic must meet the following standards:
1. Seek the Holy Spirit’s intention:
1) Passages and ideas that well up in the heart after prayer.
2) A message that meets the needs of the moment.
3) The whole Bible stored in the heart.
2. Be a spiritual farmer (2 Timothy 2:6):
1) Follow Heaven, revere Heaven, and rely on Heaven.
2) Be diligent and do your utmost.
3) Be self-reliant.
3. Keep the three commandments of preaching:
1) Do not exploit the passage: do not be like Abraham leaving Ur (Hebrews 11:8).
2) Do not offer loose sand: do not lack a main theme and an organizing outline.
3) Do not waste time: do not let preaching deteriorate into storytelling.
Romans 1:5 — From Him we received grace and the office of an apostle, to bring people among all nations to believe and obey the true way for His name.
Mark 1:15 — The time is fulfilled, and God’s kingdom is near. You should repent and believe the gospel!
Matthew 3:8 — You should bear fruit that accords with a repentant heart.
Psalm 32:1–2 — 1 Blessed is the person whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin is covered! 2 Blessed is the person in whose heart there is no deceit, and to whom Jehovah does not count sin!
1 John 3:4 — Everyone who sins violates the law; violating the law is sin.
2 Kings 1:1 — After Ahab died, Moab rebelled against Israel.
Romans 3:23 — For all people have sinned and fall short of God’s glory.
Judges 20:16 — Among all the troops were seven hundred chosen elite soldiers, all left-handed, who could sling stones at a person and not miss by a hair.
James 4:17 — If a person knows to do good but does not do it, this is that person’s sin.
Genesis 4:13 — Cain said to Jehovah: My punishment is too heavy, beyond what I can bear.
Romans 5:1 — Having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Romans 5:18 — Thus, through one trespass all people were condemned; likewise, through one righteous act all people were justified and received life.
Romans 6:19 — Because of the weakness of your flesh, I speak to you in ordinary human terms. Just as you formerly offered your members as slaves to impurity and lawlessness, leading to lawlessness, so now you should offer your members as slaves to righteousness, leading to sanctification.
Romans 6:22 — But now, having been set free from sin and become God’s slaves, you have the fruit of sanctification, and its outcome is eternal life.
Romans 8:23 — Even we who have the firstfruits of the Holy Spirit groan within ourselves, waiting to receive the status of sons, namely, the redemption of our bodies.
1 Peter 2:2 — You should long for pure spiritual milk, as newborn babies long for milk, so that through it you may gradually grow, leading to salvation.
Jude 21 — Keep yourselves always in God’s love, looking to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, unto eternal life.
John 10:27–28 — 27 My sheep hear My voice; I also know them, and they also follow Me. 28 I also give them eternal life; they will never perish.
1 Peter 1:5 — You who are guarded by God’s power through faith will surely receive the salvation that has been prepared and is to be revealed in the last time.
Revelation 11:18 — The nations were angry, and Your wrath also came; the time to judge the dead also came. The time also came to reward Your servants the prophets and the saints, all who fear Your name, great and small.
Translation note
All available text, including every supplied Scripture excerpt and the blank trainee exercises, is translated. Quoted passages stop where the source stops; omitted portions have not been filled from memory. Greek strings are retained exactly as supplied. The source’s “not like Abraham leaving Ur” analogy is preserved without an invented explanation; the farmer’s repeated 天 is rendered “Heaven” to retain its wording. Visible HYPERLINK/sword:// codes are source link artifacts, retained in the source map rather than printed in the reading text. Obvious typos such as 本恩 are rendered by their contextual sense.
Reading 11
Personal Evangelism Training Course
Personal Evangelism Training Course — Rev. David Tsang
Introduction: Preaching the gospel through personal contact is the method the Lord established (John 4:9–10), so the Lord wants his disciples to take the action of “going.” (Matthew 28:19) Those who do not go are “lazy”; those who do not preach the gospel through personal contact are “disobedient.”
The following is the training required of those who are “neither lazy nor disobedient”:
1. Know Yourself and the Other Person
1. Use “casual conversation about everyday life” to “break the ice in the relationship” and “understand the other person.”
2. Develop the friendship to a point where neither person needs to be on guard against the other.
3. Distinguish the other person’s spiritual condition:
A) Those hostile to God: do not offend them, do not argue, and do not spend time on them.
B) Strong atheists: suggest a way to know that God exists. (Romans 1:19–20)
C) Those who have no idea what it is all about: suggest that they should seek the outcome of eternal life for themselves.
D) Those who have had contact with Christianity: use method “A” to preach the gospel.
E) Those willing to be open to the gospel: use method “A” to preach the gospel.
F) Those who thirst for the gospel: use method “B” to preach the gospel.
G) Those who believe but have not been born again: use method “B” to preach the gospel.
4. Reasons for being selective:
A) The Lord’s command. (Matthew 7:6)
B) Little time remains. (Revelation 22:20)
C) The Lord looks at results. (Matthew 25:21, 26; 1 Corinthians 9:22)
2. Prescribe the Remedy for the Condition
A. Preach the Gospel to Those Who Have “Ears”
Having “ears” means being able to hear. (Matthew 13:9) In preaching the gospel to such people, follow these steps:
1) Explain that it makes sense only if a Creator exists. (Romans 1:20)
2) Tell them that it is impossible to live without believing “human testimony.” (1 Corinthians 15:6)
3) Remind them that failing to resolve the problems of “sin” (Romans 6:23; Psalm 32:1) and “death” (Hebrews 9:27; Revelation 20:15) is irresponsible toward themselves. (1 Timothy 6:19)
4) Explain that they must trust and obey the Lord Jesus Christ for it to be effective. (Romans 1:5; 10:9)
5) Warn them that a person’s salvation depends on the relationship with Christ. (John 10:27–28)
B. Preach the Gospel to Those Who Have a “Heart”
Having a “heart” means that when hearing the gospel, “the ears are present and the heart is present too.” (Acts 16:14) Use the following method of “explaining Scripture” to preach the gospel to such people:
1) Ask them to read Luke 23:18–25: Jesus is without sin, so he can pay sin’s price on sinners’ behalf.
2) Ask them to read Luke 23:27–30: they need not be sorrowful over Jesus being crucified; they should be sorrowful for themselves and their descendants, because sinners’ future outcome will be extremely tragic.
3) Ask them to read Luke 23:33–34: Jesus’ intercession for sinners on the cross shows God’s love.
4) Ask them to read Luke 23:39–42: there are two kinds of people in the world. Their two different attitudes lead to two different outcomes.
5) Ask them to read Luke 24:1–7: do not go to the burial place to look for Jesus, because he has risen. He is spirit and is truly alive among us today.
6) Ask them to read Revelation 3:20: today the Lord Jesus knocks outside the heart’s door of everyone who has not received him. For all who are willing to receive him, he will dwell in their hearts and give those who believe him an indescribable joy and satisfaction, as though enjoying a fine banquet.
May I ask whether you are willing to open your heart’s door and receive the Lord Jesus, letting him lead you onto a blessed road of eternal life? If you are willing, please pray to the Lord with me, telling him our desires and requests. Then we will surely experience the joy and peace of reconciliation with God. Please repeat this prayer:
Dear heavenly Father: Thank you for giving me life and the opportunity to receive eternal life. Thank you for sending Jesus Christ to be crucified for my sins and to rise from the dead, giving me evidence on which to believe in the Lord. Now I am willing to open my heart’s door and invite the Lord Jesus into my heart to reign and lead the course of my life from now on. Heavenly Father, please forgive all my sins and give me peace and strength, so that I can faithfully follow the Lord and serve God. Thank you for saving my soul today. I pray sincerely in this way, asking in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
3. Follow-up Work
1) Receive care.
a) Pray to God: first address him, praise him, give thanks, confess sins, make requests, and make promises. Then say, “I ask in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.”
b) Read the Bible every day: first read the Bible once from beginning to end; then read John, Acts, Romans, and other letters [the source has the unclear characters 部約 here], and then read the Old Testament.
c) Attend gatherings: attend churches that teach the Bible, preach the gospel, and love one another.
2) Fulfill your responsibilities.
a) Give offerings and serve to repay God’s grace. (Psalm 116:12–14)
b) Obey the “Great Commission” to demonstrate true love. (John 14:15)
3) Follow the Savior.
a) Be baptized into Christ. (Galatians 3:27)
b) Become holy (Philippians 2:12) and await the Lord’s return. (Philippians 3:20–21)
Translation note
The source’s evangelism methods, strong judgments, full invitation and prayer, and prescribed reading sequence are translated without alteration. The unclear characters 部約 in the Bible-reading instruction remain identified rather than silently replaced with a guessed book or phrase. Apparent typographical errors 成續, 我的們, and 坐亨 are rendered in context as “results,” “us,” and “enjoying.” The source supplies Scripture references rather than verse quotations; no unsupplied verses are inserted.
Reading 12
Personal Evangelism Training Assessment
Personal Evangelism Training Assessment — Name __________
Score __________
Please mark “V” or “X” before each statement:
___ 1. Personal evangelism is the most effective way to carry out the Lord’s “Great Commission.”
___ 2. Those learning to preach the gospel do not need first to learn how to conduct themselves as people.
___ 3. Gospel preaching must be adapted to the individual.
___ 4. One must spend time preaching the gospel to the “spiritually deaf.”
___ 5. The wise believe in the existence of a “First Cause.”
___ 6. The unwise do not believe that “seeing is believing.”
___ 7. Those whose souls are in a normal condition will accept the “light of truth.”
___ 8. “Believers in the Lord” do not need a personal relationship with the “Creator.”
___ 9. “Not believing in the Lord” means having a “false relationship” with the “Creator,” or already having “no relationship.”
___ 10. “Spiritual people” refers to those who practice “the way they themselves believe.”
Translation note
This is an assessment sheet. All ten statements, including deliberately negative or potentially incorrect statements, are translated as printed; no answer key is present or supplied. The name and score fields remain blank.
Reading 13
Visiting, Caring, and Bearing Witness
Visiting, Caring, and Bearing Witness — Rev. David Tsang
(I) Biblical Principles
A. What to Know About Visiting
1. Go together, two by two (Mark 6:7; Matthew 18:19–20).
2. The purpose is to do the Lord’s work (Matthew 10:7–8).
3. Leave households that will not listen (Matthew 10:14).
B. What to Know About Caring
1. Speak God’s words (Acts 10:33).
2. Help people recover (Luke 24:32).
3. Counsel and encourage believers (Acts 14:21–23).
C. What to Know About Bearing Witness
1. Bear witness to the Lord’s resurrection (Acts 1:22).
2. Enable people to believe in the Lord (Acts 17:31).
3. Have the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8).
(II) Rules for Practice
A. Visiting
1. Know your identity: you represent the Lord and the church.
2. Know the purpose: to express God’s love and announce the good news.
3. Preparation:
a) Have a good relationship with God, and dress neatly and properly.
b) Have a good “partner.”
c) Arrange a time.
d) Be familiar with the content of the “good news.” (Know a little about how to answer questions.)
4. Points to remember:
a) Pray in the car outside the home.
b) “When you enter a place, follow its customs.”
c) Watch the time.
d) Do not argue, criticize, or talk politics.
e) Remember the principle of eating a “Donut.”
f) Close with prayer.
B. Caring
1. Conversation skills (Robert Montgomery, “Listening Made Easy”):
a) Look at the other person while conversing.
b) Ask questions to understand what the other person means.
c) Ask about feelings to show concern.
d) Do not rush the other person or interrupt what the person is saying.
e) Respond to what the other person says.
f) Do not change the subject before the other person has finished speaking.
g) Remain composed and give your full attention.
2. Comfort people on the Lord’s behalf.
a) Be familiar with these passages: Isaiah 53:5; Matthew 6:33–34; 2 Chronicles 7:14; Psalm 41:1–3; Revelation 3:20; 1 Peter 5:7–10.
b) Pray for them.
C. Bearing Witness
1. Obtain the other person’s consent (Acts 10:33–34).
2. Tell what the Lord has done in your own life (Acts 22:3–16).
3. Give a clear, concise conclusion (Acts 2:32, 36).
(III) Wisdom in Conversing With Others
A. The Lord’s Wisdom in Conversing With People During His Earthly Life
1. Speak fitting words (Luke 2:50–51; Proverbs 15:23; Isaiah 50:4).
2. Open the conversation by asking for help (John 4:7).
3. Make demands of those seeking the truth (Luke 19:5; Mark 10:21).
4. Turning on a light is better than complaining about the darkness (Luke 10:41–42).
5. Answer a question with a question (Luke 7:40; Luke 20:1–4, 22–25).
6. Do not make plans together with those who follow a different way (Luke 9:9–10; 2 Corinthians 6:14; 2 Chronicles 20:35–37).
7. Answer criticism with a parable (Luke 15:1–3).
B. Wisdom in Conversing With People Today
1. Conversation can be effective only if the other person accepts you.
2. Have an attitude of sincerity, humility, and love.
3. Speak the Lord’s words in the Lord’s name.
4. Do not offer a “big discount” when presenting the true gospel.
5. Aim to convey God’s love and thereby draw people.
6. Understand the principle that “a melon twisted off by force is not sweet.”
7. Grow “hair” yourself before selling “hair-growth tonic” (1 Peter 3:15).
Translation note
All available outline text is translated. The original Word numbering has been restored where extraction omitted it. The “Donut” principle is named but not explained in the source. The garbled expression 報知告 has been read as announcing the good news; 結朿 has been read as 結束, “close.” References are retained as supplied.
Reading 14
Training Course Curriculum
Training Course Curriculum — Pastor David Tsang
Theme: Grow to the stature of Christ. Ephesians 4:11–13
I. The Greatest Gift — 1 Corinthians 12:31
1. Desire that people receive new life. John 10:10
A. The nature of love. 1 Corinthians 13:5
B. What is most beneficial. Matthew 16:26
C. Live out the divine nature. 2 Peter 1:4
2. Care about people’s souls. Luke 19:10
A. Sincere love. John 8:24
B. Receive the other things. Matthew 6:33
C. Seek those who are lost. Luke 19:10
3. Express love through action. Acts 8:35–38
A. Unceasing love. Luke 23:34
B. Elicit a response. 1 John 4:19–20
C. Follow the prompting. Luke 10:33–35
II. Sound Salvation — Philippians 2:12
1. One must be declared righteous by God. Romans 5:1
A. Rely on the Lord’s trustworthiness (信用). Romans 3:24
B. Receive new life. Romans 5:18
C. Be justified by faith. Romans 3:28
2. Life must grow gradually. 1 Peter 2:2
A. Grow to maturity. Ephesians 4:13
B. Grow unto salvation. 1 Peter 2:2
C. Be able to eat solid food. Hebrews 5:14
3. Await the salvation of the last times. 1 Peter 1:5
A. Await the Lord’s return. Romans 8:23
B. The Lord will surely come. 1 Corinthians 16:22
C. Wake from sleep without delay. Romans 13:11
III. The Gospel Commission — Matthew 28:19–20
1. We must make people disciples. Matthew 28:19
A. Bear much fruit. John 15:8
B. Be given eternal life. John 10:27–28
C. Set oneself aside. Matthew 16:24
2. We should preach wherever we go. Matthew 28:19
A. Shine everywhere. John 12:11
B. The word of life. Philippians 2:15–16
C. Seize the opportunity. John 4:7
3. We must preach God’s word. Matthew 28:20
A. Return to the Bible. Acts 8:35
B. The Holy Spirit works. Acts 10:44
C. Have a clear conscience. 2 Timothy 2:15
IV. An Example to the Flock — 1 Timothy 4:12
1. We must teach through both words and personal example. 1 Timothy 4:16
A. Practice what we preach. Acts 20:18–21
B. Be persuasive. Matthew 23:2–3
C. Pursue growth. 1 Timothy 4:15–16
2. Glorify God in everything. 1 Corinthians 10:31
A. Give the credit to God. 1 Corinthians 15:10
B. Glory belongs to God. 1 Peter 4:11
C. Speak truthful words. Psalm 138:5
3. We should act by the Holy Spirit. Galatians 5:16
A. Obey the Holy Spirit. Acts 8:29–30
B. Only then can things be accomplished. Zechariah 4:6
C. Accept the call. Acts 16:10
V. Church Growth — Acts 6:7
1. Preach the powerful gospel. Romans 1:16
A. Proclaim the Lord’s resurrection. Acts 2:32
B. Trustworthy evidence. Acts 17;31
C. Know the task. Acts 1:22
2. Gain the Holy Spirit’s partnership in the work. Ezekiel 2:2
A. Preach God’s word. Acts 10:44
B. Lead people to the Lord. Acts 8:35–36
C. Carry out the Lord’s instructions. Luke 24:49
3. Be willing to train successors. 2 Timothy 2:2
A. Nurture new people. Acts 11:25–26
B. Carry the work of the past forward into the future. Acts 18:26–28
C. Have true godliness. Titus 1:5–6
VI. Christ’s Instructions — Luke 9:1–2
1. Receive power to subdue demons. John 20:21–23
A. Be able to command demons. Acts 16:18
B. The Lord is greater than demons. 1 John 4:4
C. Submit to God. James 4:7
2. Preach the teaching of God’s kingdom. 1 Corinthians 15:3–8, 24
A. Preach the true gospel. Mark 1:15
B. Some have not believed. 1 Corinthians 15:34
C. Endure suffering. 2 Timothy 4:5
3. Heal the sick on God’s behalf. James 5:14
A. Be the Lord’s nurse. Acts 3:6–7
B. The Lord’s instruction. James 5:14–15
C. Hold fast to the Lord’s promise. Isaiah 53:5
VII. Problems Currently Existing in God’s House and Countermeasures
A. Existing Difficulties
1. Some doctrines that people believe depart from the original meaning of the Bible:
A. The idea that “the whole household will be saved.” (Acts 16:31)
B. The teaching of a “universal priesthood.” (1 Peter 2:9)
C. The desire to seek “things going smoothly.” (Psalm 1:3)
D. The heresy of wanting no “affliction.” (1 Chronicles 4:10)
２. Some messages that are preached do not agree with biblical teaching:
A. Receiving life is the same as receiving eternal life. (Romans 5:18; Romans 6:22)
B. Being saved is a one-time act. (1 Peter 2:2; 1 Peter 1:5)
C. There is no need to confess sin according to the biblical definition of sin. (Psalm 32:5)
D. Those who have not believed and obeyed God can also receive the Holy Spirit. (Acts 5:32)
3. Not all the believers know God:
A. Some have souls that have not awakened. (1 Corinthians 15:34)
B. Some are unworthy to be the Lord’s disciples. (Matthew 10:37–38)
C. Some do not overcome. (Revelation 3:5, 16–18)
D. There are false Christians. (2 Corinthians 11:13)
4. Affairs are not handled entirely according to biblical principles:
A. Ordination does not meet biblical standards. (Titus 1:6; 1 Timothy 3:10–11)
B. Deacons usurp the principal role. (Acts 6:2–3)
C. Disciples do not preach the message of repentance and forgiveness of sins. (Luke 24:47)
D. Baptism does not meet biblical requirements. (Mark 16:16)
5. The quality of church leaders is poor:
A. Some have not been born again. (2 Timothy 4:14)
B. Some do not respect God’s servants. (3 John 9)
C. Some form factions and engage in strife. (1 Corinthians 1:12)
D. There are false “angels of light.” (Revelation 2:10; 2 Corinthians 11:14)
B. Appropriate Countermeasures
1. Study, obey, and teach God’s word. (Ezra 7:10)
2. Accept God’s original intention. (Matthew 19:8; 2 Corinthians 3:6)
3. Preach the complete truth of “not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)
4. Be willing to set things right and restore proper order. (Acts 19:5)
5. Value God’s presence. (Hebrews 12:14; Nehemiah 13:28–29)
VIII. Skills for Ministry
A. What to Know about Visitation
1. Know your identity: you represent the Lord and the church.
2. Know your purpose: express God’s love and communicate the good news.
3. Preparations:
a) Have a good relationship with God, and be neatly dressed.
b) Have a good “partner.”
c) Arrange the time in advance.
d) Be familiar with the contents of the “good news.” (Know something about how to answer questions.)
4. Points to note:
a) Pray in the car outside the door.
b) “When in Rome, do as the Romans do.”
c) Be mindful of the time.
d) Do not argue, do not “criticize,” and do not discuss politics.
e) Remember the principle of eating a “Donut.”
f) Close with prayer.
5. Conversation skills: (*)
a) Look at the other person while talking.
b) Ask questions to understand what the other person means.
c) Ask about feelings to show care.
d) Do not hurry the other person or interrupt their speech.
e) Respond to what the other person says.
f) Do not change the subject before the other person has finished.
g) Be calm in manner and fully attentive.
B. What to Know about Evangelism
I. Basic Knowledge of the Gospel
1. The existence of the Creator of the universe. Romans 1:19–20
2. The Creator came to save people. Romans 1 ;4; 1 Corinthians 15:6
3. Humanity’s terminal illness:
a) Symptoms: Psalm 32:1–2 (עון חטאה פשע)
1) Rejecting the Creator’s rule. 2 Kings 1:1
2) Not seeking the Creator’s glory. Judges 20:16; Isaiah 43:7
3) Not submitting to the Creator’s judgment. Genesis 4:13
b) Results: 1) The spirit departs from the soul. Ephesians 2:1
2) The soul departs from the body. 2 Corinthians 5:1
3) The soul falls into the lake of fire. Revelation 20:15
4. The prescription given by the Creator: Acts 2:36–38
a) Receive the Creator who was born as Jesus. Acts 2:36; John 1:12
b) Seek healing from Jesus and report your own symptoms truthfully. Psalm 32:5
c) Through baptism, let your soul be united with the Lord’s Spirit. Galatians 3:27; Romans 6:3–5
5. Results after receiving treatment:
a) Receive eternal life. John 3:16
b) Receive peace (Matthew 11:28) = the heavy burden of guilt is lifted (Psalm 32:5).
c) Receive everything needed. (Matthew 6:32–33)
II. Basic Requirements for New Believers
1. Feed spiritual life with spiritual milk. (1 Peter 2:2; Genesis 2:7)
2. Let spiritual life breathe spiritual breath. (Ephesians 6:18)
3. Let spiritual life and the soul rest. (Hebrews 10:25; Matthew 11:28)
4. Let spiritual life exercise regularly. (Matthew 8:15; Romans 12:11)
5. Let spiritual life remain clean. (1 John 1:9)
6. Let spiritual life respond to the grace of forgiveness of sins. (Luke 7:47; 2 Corinthians 9:6–8)
III. Questions Often Asked by New Believers
1. How can we know that God exists? a) God is spirit. (John 2:24)
b) People know that spirits exist (Job 4:15), but they lack information for understanding spirits. (John 3:8)
2. How can we know that the Bible is God’s word? a) The Lord tells us. (Luke 24:44–45)
b) People can sense it. (Acts 2:37; 10:44)
3. Is the theory of evolution trustworthy?
a) The theory of evolution is Darwin’s unproven thesis. (Darwin repented and believed in the Lord in his later years!)
b) Those who have the Creator dwelling in their hearts (Ephesians 3:17) will not believe this specious doctrine.
1) Fossils unearthed at Chengjiang in China, showing higher and lower animals appearing in the same epoch, refute the theory of evolution.
2) If the nitrogen, carbon, oxygen, hydrogen, and other atoms in the amino-acid molecules that make up life were assembled by collisions, then, according to the calculations of the physicist Charles E. Guye, it would take 1 followed by 244 zeros, in units of one hundred million years, to collide into a molecule. (Scientists consider the age of the Earth to be 1 followed by only 55 zeros, in units of one hundred million years!)
4. Who made the Creator? He exists of Himself and exists forever (Exodus 3:14); that is, in both the past and the present He “is.” As to why this is so, there is no information.
5. Once a person is saved, is that person saved forever? Yes, but the prerequisite is that one must await the Lord’s return (Romans 8:23–24), grow gradually (1 Peter 2:2), and follow the Lord. (John 10:27–28)ׁ
C. What to Know about Casting Out Demons
I. Information about Casting Out Demons
1. They are fallen angels. (Isaiah 14:12–15)
2. They tempt people. (Matthew 4:1)
3. They harm people. (Job 1:19)
4. They make people ill. (Matthew 17:18)
5. They speak through people. (Matthew 16:22–23)
6. They can enter people’s hearts. (John 13:2, 27)
7. They can be cast out. (Mark 16:17)
8. Their end is in the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:10)
II. Grounds for Casting Out Demons
1. The Lord’s promise. (Mark 16:17)
2. Jesus is greater than demons. (1 John 4:4)
III. Conditions
1. Rely on the Lord’s name (Mark 16:17) and the Lord’s blood (Revelation 12:11).
2. Fast and pray. (Matthew 17:21)
3. The believer has abundant life. (Revelation 12:11)
IV. The Constitution of a Human Being
1. God’s breath (Breath) + dust (Dust) = a living person (Soul). (Genesis 2:7)
2. A person = spirit + soul + body. (1 Thessalonians 5:23)
3. A person (Soul) is: (A) life (life)
(B) a reality that endures forever (God-given existence which survives death)
(C) an individual (Person)
4. A Christian = Christ dwelling in a person’s heart (Ephesians 3:17), living by the Lord (Galatians 2:20
5. A non-Christian = dead in spirit (Ephesians 2:1), following the world (Ephesians 2:2), receiving “the spirit of the world” (1 Corinthians 2:12).
6. A demon-possessed person = a demon entering a person’s heart (John 13:27), the person speaking the demon’s words (Matthew 16:22).
V. Points to Know
1. Demons come and go through the “earth.” (1 Samuel 28:13; Luke 4:35; 9:39, 42)
2. Do not be afraid. (1 John 4:4)
3. Have team spirit. (Mark 6:7)
4. Do not underestimate the enemy. (Jude 9; Daniel 10:13)
5. Remove idols. (Deuteronomy 7:25–26)
Translation note
This is the complete eight-part curriculum in this source file, including the later visitation, evangelism, and demon-casting outlines. The author’s theological interpretations, historical assertions, scientific assertions, and numerical claims are translated as written; they have not been independently verified.
Translation note
Scripture references are retained as supplied, including John 2:24, Acts 17;31, and Romans 1 ;4. In II.1.A, 信用 is rendered “trustworthiness,” with the Chinese term retained; the short phrase does not explain whether the author means the Lord’s credibility or a sense of credit or standing provided through Him.
Translation note
The apparent typo 榮糧 in IV.2.B is read as 榮耀 (“glory”). The anomalous 報知告 in VIII.A.2 is rendered “communicate,” and 結朿 in VIII.A.4.f is read as 結束 (“close”). The “Donut” principle and the asterisk after conversation skills are unexplained in the source and are left unexplained here.
Translation note
The incomplete spacing before 個分子 is rendered “a molecule”; the source supplies no written numeral there. The figures involving 244 and 55 zeros are retained exactly in their stated units of one hundred million years. The isolated Hebrew mark after John 10:27–28 and the unclosed parenthesis after Galatians 2:20 are retained. The Hebrew words and original English parenthetical terms are preserved.
Translation note
Twenty-three automatic Word list labels, missing from the plain-text extraction, have been restored from the original file.
Reading 15
Problems and Countermeasures in God’s House
Problems and Countermeasures in God’s House — Pastor David Tsang
I. The church is God’s house. The following problems currently exist in God’s house:
1. Some doctrines that people believe depart from the original meaning of the Bible:
A. The idea that “the whole household will be saved.” (Acts 16:31)
B. The teaching of a “universal priesthood.” (1 Peter 2:9)
C. The desire to seek “things going smoothly.” (Psalm 1:3)
D. The heresy of wanting no “affliction.” (1 Chronicles 4:10)
２. Some messages that are preached do not agree with biblical teaching:
A. Receiving life is the same as receiving eternal life. (Romans 5:18; Romans 6:22)
B. Being saved is a one-time act. (1 Peter 2:2; 1 Peter 1:5)
C. There is no need to confess sin according to the biblical definition of sin. (Psalm 32:5)
D. Those who have not believed and obeyed God can also receive the Holy Spirit. (Acts 5:32)
3. Not all the believers know God:
A. Some have souls that have not awakened. (1 Corinthians 15:34)
B. Some are unworthy to be the Lord’s disciples. (Matthew 10:37–38)
C. Some do not overcome. (Revelation 3:5, 16–18)
D. There are false Christians. (2 Corinthians 11:13)
4. Affairs are not handled entirely according to biblical principles:
A. Ordination does not meet biblical standards. (Titus 1:6; 1 Timothy 3:10–11)
B. Deacons usurp the principal role. (Acts 6:2–3)
C. Disciples do not preach the message of repentance and forgiveness of sins. (Luke 24:47)
D. Baptism does not meet biblical requirements. (Mark 16:16)
5. The quality of church leaders is poor:
A. Some have not been born again. (2 Timothy 4:14)
B. Some do not respect God’s servants. (3 John 9)
C. Some form factions and engage in strife. (1 Corinthians 1:12)
D. There are false “angels of light.” (Revelation 2:10; 2 Corinthians 11:14)
II. What people in God’s house must do:
1. Study, obey, and teach God’s word. (Ezra 7:10)
2. Accept God’s original intention. (Matthew 19:8; 2 Corinthians 3:6)
3. Preach the complete truth of “not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)
4. Be willing to set things right and restore proper order. (Acts 19:5)
5. Value God’s presence. (Hebrews 12:14; Nehemiah 13:28–29)
Translation note
These assessments and interpretations are the author’s. Scripture references are retained as printed, including those that may appear unusual. The second numbered point is an automatic Word list label, restored from the original file.
Reading 16
Pastor Tsang’s 2008 Sermon Outlines for the Cantonese Congregation
Date · Scripture · Title · Theme · Outline
____________________________________________________________________
1/6 — New Year, New Resolves
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:11–19
Theme: Three New Resolves
Outline: 1. Live for the Lord. v.15
2. Be in Christ. v.17
3. Carry out the Great Commission. v.18
1/20 — The Hopes of God the Father
Scripture: Hosea 12:6
Theme: Three Hopes
Outline: 1. Turn to the true God.
2. Receive new life.
3. Delight in God.
1/27 — The Responsibilities of the Chosen People
Scripture: Joel 2:28–32
Theme: Three Responsibilities
Outline: 1. Obey God. v.29
2. Call on God. v.32
3. Follow God. v.32
2/3 — Hate What God Hates
Scripture: Amos 5:21–27
Theme: Three Things God Hates
Outline: 1. A thoroughly evil heart. v.21
2. Excessively evil conduct. v.24
3. Unfaithfulness to God. v.26
2/17 — Attitudes to Guard Against
Scripture: Obadiah 1–16
Theme: Three Attitudes
Outline: 1. Arrogance and self-deception. v.3
2. Lack of wisdom. v.7
3. Gloating over others’ misfortune. v.12
2/24 — Factors in Success
Scripture: Jonah 3:1–10
Theme: Three Factors
Outline: 1. Obey the commission. v.1–3
2. Miracles accompany it. v.4
3. The Holy Spirit works alongside. v.5
3/2 — True Faith
Scripture: Micah 6:8
Theme: Three Beliefs
Outline: 1. Be strict with yourself.
2. Be tolerant toward others.
3. Be humble and yielding toward God.
3/23 — Appreciate the Lord’s Resurrection
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:12–19
Theme: Three Good Things
Outline: 1. Have trustworthy evidence. v.14
2. Have a cleansed conscience. v.17
3. Have the hope of eternal life. v.19
3/30 — Genuine Faith
Scripture: Habakkuk 3:16–19
Theme: Three Characteristics
Outline: 1. Rejoice because of God. v.18
2. Do not fear enemies. v.19
3. Do not fear adversity. v.19
4/6 — Rejoice amid Suffering
Scripture: Zephaniah 3:14–20
Theme: Three Reasons
Outline: 1. God is with us. v.15
2. We have God’s love. v.17
3. There is a good outcome. v.19
4/20 — Rise and Build the Temple
Scripture: Haggai 1:1–15
Theme: Three Intentions
Outline: 1. Stop delaying. v.2
2. Yield to God. v.9
3. Be moved to action. v.16
4/27 — What Those Returning Should Know
Scripture: Zechariah 8:14–19
Theme: Three Instructions
Outline: 1. Speak honestly. v.16
2. Do not harm others. v.17
3. Repent sincerely. v.19
5/4 — Attitudes toward Salvation
Scripture: Malachi 3:16–18
Theme: Three Attitudes
Outline: 1. Fear the true God. v.16
2. Love the true God. v.16
3. Serve the true God. v.18
5/11 — A Wise and Virtuous Mother
Scripture: Proverbs 31:10–31
Theme: Three Virtues
Outline: 1. Benefit others. v.11
2. Be optimistic and hopeful. v.25
3. Fear the true God. v.30
5/18 — Have Good Soil in the Heart
Scripture: Matthew 13:17–23
Theme: Three Kinds of Heart
Outline: 1. A hungry and thirsty heart. v.19
2. A pure heart. v.20
3. A trusting heart. v.22
6/1 — Have the Lord’s Authority
Scripture: Mark 6:7–13
Theme: Three Kinds of Authority
Outline: 1. Lead people to the Lord. v.12
2. Cast out demons. v.13
3. Heal the sick. v.13
6/22 — The Heavenly Father’s Heart
Scripture: Luke 15:11–32
Theme: Three Dispositions of Heart
Outline: 1. A compassionate heart. v.20
2. A generous heart. v.22
3. An open-minded heart. v.32
6/29 — Conditions for Bearing Fruit
Scripture: John 15:1–8
Theme: Three Conditions
Outline: 1. Discern what is more and less important. v.2
2. Put God’s word into practice. v.7
3. Do it for God’s glory. v.8
Translation note
All 18 dated entries and all five original fields are retained. The dates follow the source’s month/day format and the year stated in its title. Scripture and verse references are retained as printed, including v.16 under Haggai 1:1–15. The February 17 expression 幸災落禍 is read as the familiar idiom 幸災樂禍, “gloating over others’ misfortune.” The April 27 phrase 真心慅悔改 contains an anomalous 慅; “repent sincerely” translates its clear surrounding words without assigning that anomalous character a separate meaning.
Reading 17
Sermons for the Cantonese Congregation at 美門華人基督教會
Pastor David Tsang’s Sermons for the Cantonese Congregation at 美門華人基督教會
Date · Scripture · Theme · Title
May 27 · 1 Kings 17:8–24 · Three Expressions · Expressions of Faith
1. Accept God’s commission.
2. Carry out the instructions of God’s servant.
3. Confess one’s own sins.
June 10 · 2 Kings 5:8–14 · Three Keys · The Keys to Salvation
1. Have a sense of responsibility.
2. Have a teachable heart.
3. Have an obedient heart.
Translation note
The Chinese church name is retained because this source supplies no official English name. The source gives no year for either date. Each entry retains the source’s date, Scripture, theme, title, and three-point outline.
Reading 18
Church Growth Retreat
Church Growth Retreat — Pastor Tsang
A. Messages: Matthew 13:31–32 — Build a Church That Can Grow
1 Corinthians 16:14 — Evangelize Because of God’s Love
Philippians 1:5 — Have a Gospel Team of One Mind
B. Discussion: Plan Together through “Inspired Ideas” (Brainstorming)
1. Existing factors favorable to the growth of the Cantonese congregation:
2. Disadvantages for the growth of the Cantonese congregation (Liabilities):
3. How to remedy shortcomings that affect growth through the gospel:
4. The number of disciples in the Cantonese congregation whose faith is to grow during the coming year:
5. Proposals, plans, and steps for reaching this goal:
6. The church’s organizational structure and personnel arrangements after growth:
7. Preparations for an evangelistic meeting and “Operation Andrew.”
8. Rules for coworkers’ division of responsibilities and cooperation:
Translation note
This is a retreat outline with discussion prompts; the source supplies no answers to the prompts. “Brainstorming” and “Liabilities” are English words in the original. The original body has no retreat date.
Reading 19
Sermon Scripture and Topic at 華美教會
Pastor Tsang’s Sermon Scripture and Topic at 華美教會
	Date	Scripture	Topic
	June 10, 2007	Genesis 6:5–12	“The Good Example of a Father Who Has Received Grace”

Translator’s note: The church’s Chinese name, 華美教會, is retained because the source does not supply its official English name. This schedule contains one entry; it does not include the sermon body.
Reading 20
Church Growth Retreat
Church Growth Retreat — Pastor Tsang
A. Messages: Matthew13:31–32 — Building a Church That Can Grow
1 Corinthians16:14 — Proclaiming the Gospel Because of God’s Love
Philippians1:5 — Having a Gospel Team United in Purpose
B. Discussion: Planning Together through “God-given Inspiration” (Brainstorming):
1. The existing factors favorable to the growth of the Cantonese congregation:
2. Factors unfavorable to the growth of the Cantonese congregation (Liabilities):
3. How to remedy the shortcomings that affect growth in the gospel:
4. The number of disciples the Cantonese congregation aims, in faith, to add in the coming year:
5. The approach, plans and steps for reaching this goal:
6. The church’s organizational structure and personnel arrangements after growth:
7. Preparations for evangelistic meetings and “Operation Andrew.”
8. Guidelines for dividing responsibilities and working together among coworkers:
Translation note
The complete source contains three message titles and eight unanswered planning prompts. Blank answers are not supplied. The native filename dates the retreat May26,2007; no date is stated in its body. Existing English Brainstorming and Liabilities are preserved.
Reading 21
On the Names Jehovah, Abraham, and Sarah
Rev. David Tsang
The name Jehovah is holy, so Jews dare only to substitute the word “Lord” (     ) for it.
The Greek Bible of the Septuagint uses Kurios (Lord) in place of the name Jehovah.
Jehovah (yhwh) originally had no vowels. Later (AD 300), Jews added the Hebrew vowels of Lord beneath the consonants YHWH, resulting in the pronunciation “Jehovah” (       ). The Hebrew word for “Jehovah” (       ) is formed by putting together two words: the future tense (       ) and the past tense (       ) of the Hebrew verb “TO LIVE” (       ). Thus it means “self-existent and ever-existent” (                      ) (Exodus 3:14).
In Hebrew, Abram (         : Father of elevation) and Abraham (           : Father of multitude) differ by only one Hebrew consonant, “H” (    ). Of course, the letter H is also in YHWH, Jehovah.
In Hebrew, Sarai (      : Sarai) and Sarah (       : Sarah) likewise differ by one Hebrew consonant (H).
The Hebrew word for Sarai appears in Isaiah 43:28, where it is translated “chief” (      : Chief). In the Hebrew dictionary it means “Ruler.” The meaning of Sarah is “Princes.”
Changing Ruler to Princes perhaps makes more sense as God wanting Abraham’s wife to change a “ruler’s” disposition into the gentleness and dignity of a royal consort. Abraham’s name was changed because he was to become the father of many nations: the word “exalted” (       : Abram) received one additional letter, H (     ), becoming “father of a multitude” (       : Abraham). As for interpreting H (    ) as the addition of God’s letter, that is rather far-fetched. If that were so, the English name of this writer’s wife also contains an H. Could the same interpretation be made? Surely other people’s names also contain the consonant “H” (for example, Hosea       : Hosea)? Putting too many human ideas into a passage when interpreting Scripture amounts to “Put one’s own words into God’s mouth.” This is contrary to biblical teaching and is also very dangerous (Revelation 22:18).
Translation note
The blank Hebrew expressions are blank in the available source and have not been reconstructed. The source’s English glosses, including “Princes,” and its historical and linguistic claims are retained as written; this is a translation, not independent verification of those claims.
Reading 22
Presenting the Gospel in a Modern Form
Presenting the Gospel in a Modern Form — Rev. David Tsang
Introduction: Change the cultural outer garment (2 Corinthians 13:12).
(I) Basic Knowledge of the Gospel
1. The existence of the Creator of the universe (Romans 1:19–20).
2. The Creator came to save people (Romans 1 ;4; 1 Corinthians 15:6).
3. Humanity’s terminal illness:
a) Symptoms: Psalm 32:1–2 (עון חטאה פשע).
1) Not wanting the Creator’s rule (2 Kings 1:1).
2) Not seeking the Creator’s glory (Judges 20:16; Isaiah 43:7).
3) Not accepting the Creator’s judgment (Genesis 4:13).
b) Results:
1) The spirit leaves the soul (Ephesians 2:1).
2) The soul leaves the body (2 Corinthians 5:1).
3) The soul falls into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:15).
4. The prescription the Creator gives (Acts 2:36–38):
a) Receive the Creator who was born as Jesus (Acts 2:36; John 1:12).
b) Seek healing from Jesus, truthfully telling Him your symptoms (Psalm 32:5).
c) Through baptism, let your soul be united with the Lord’s Spirit (Galatians 3:27; Romans 6:3–5).
5. The effects of receiving treatment:
a) Receive eternal life (John 3:16).
b) Receive peace (Matthew 11:28) = the heavy burden of guilt is lifted (Psalm 32:5).
c) Receive everything you need (Matthew 6:32–33).
(II) Basic Requirements for New Believers
1. Feed spiritual life with spiritual milk (1 Peter 2:2; Genesis 2:7).
2. Let spiritual life breathe spiritual air (Ephesians 6:18).
3. Let spiritual life rest (Hebrews 10:25; Matthew 11:28).
4. Let spiritual life exercise regularly (Matthew 8:15; Romans 12:11).
5. Let spiritual life remain clean (1 John 1:9).
6. Let spiritual life respond to the grace of forgiven sins (Luke 7:47; 2 Corinthians 9:6–8).
(III) Questions New Believers Often Ask
1. How do we know God exists?
1) God is spirit (John 2:24).
2) People know that spirits exist (Job 4:15), but lack information for understanding spirits (John 3:8).
2. How do we know the Bible is God’s word?
a) The Lord tells us (Luke 24:44–45).
b) People can sense it (Acts 2:37; 10:44).
3. Is the theory of evolution believable?
a) The theory of evolution is Darwin’s unproven thesis. (Darwin repented and believed in the Lord in his later years!)
b) Those in whose hearts the Creator dwells (Ephesians 3:17) will not believe this seemingly plausible but false teaching.
1) Fossils unearthed in Chengjiang, China, showing higher and lower animals appearing together in the same era, refute the theory of evolution.
2) If the nitrogen, carbon, oxygen, hydrogen, and other atoms making up the amino-acid molecules that compose life were assembled by collisions, according to the calculations of physicist Charles E. Guye, it would take a number consisting of 1 followed by 244 zeros, in units of one hundred million years, for collisions to form a single molecule. (Scientists consider the earth’s age to be a number consisting of 1 followed by only 55 zeros, in units of one hundred million years!)
4. Who made the Creator? He is self-existent and ever-existent (Exodus 3:14): that is, He “is,” both in the past and now. As to why this is so, there is no information.
5. Is a person once saved always saved? Yes, but the essential condition is to wait for the Lord’s return (Romans 8:23–24), grow gradually (1 Peter 2:2), and follow the Lord (John 10:27–28).
Translation note
All available text is translated, including the author’s theological, historical, and scientific claims; those claims have not been silently corrected or independently verified. The two very large time figures and their units are reproduced as written. “Romans 1 ;4” has malformed punctuation, and the source cites John 2:24 for “God is spirit”; both are retained without substitution. The Hebrew words are preserved; an isolated trailing Hebrew combining mark (ׁ) after the final reference is recorded in the source map and has no supplied lexical context.
Reading 23
The Rewarded Life — Bible Study
The Rewarded Life — Bible Study — Rev. David Tsang
A. How to Be Sure of Receiving God’s Reward — 2 Timothy 4:7–8; Philippians 3:13–14
1. Reward Is Originally God’s Grace — Ephesians 2:8
a) A person cannot earn the salvation of the soul — Psalm 49:6–9
1. Salvation is a change in a person’s life — 2 Corinthians 5:17
2. Those who are saved have the Lord living in their hearts — Ephesians 3:17; Galatians 2:20
3. Accept Jesus Christ as ruler — Romans 10:9; Matthew 7:21
b) God gives people the right to choose freely — Psalm 81:11–14
1. God does not force people to receive salvation — Mark 10:21–22
2. God can influence people to make the right decision — Proverbs 21:1–3
3. Accept God’s opening of the heart — Acts 16:14
c) Make a wise choice — 2 Chronicles 33:12–13
1. Rely on God’s grace — Ephesians 2:8–9
2. Be justified freely — Romans 3:24
3. Saving faith — Genesis 15:5–6; Mark 1:15; Psalm 32:1–2
Memory verse: Hebrews 2:3
Discussion question: Who makes the decisions in my heart?
2. Receiving Reward Is a Process — Matthew 10:22
a) Human life is a period of testing — John 1:12; Philippians 2:12; Romans 8:23
1. Life has a process of growth — 1 Peter 2:2
2. Eternal life is the outcome of sanctification — Romans 6:19, 21
3. Wait for the Lord to return — Romans 8:23; Philippians 3:20
b) Salvation is in Christ — 2 Timothy 2:10
1. Only in the Lord Jesus Christ is there eternal life — Romans 6:23
2. Become a blessed person — Revelation 14:13
3. Remain in the Lord — Galatians 3:27; John 15:5–6; Philippians 3:20–21
c) Be a good sheep of the Lord Jesus — John 10:27–28
1. Follow the Lord along the paths of righteousness — Psalm 23:3
2. Have a good outcome — Matthew 7:13–14
3. Do not seek good apart from the Lord — Psalm 16:2
Memory verse: Philippians 2:12
Discussion question: Am I sure today that I have a share in God’s kingdom?
3. A Life Worthy of Reward — Ephesians 4:1
a) Have a life that is fitting — Luke 3:8
1. Conduct yourself in a manner worthy of the gospel — Philippians 1:27
2. God requires good fruit — Matthew 3:8–10
3. Repent sincerely — Acts 26:20
b) Only then can one enter the kingdom of heaven — Matthew 7:21–22
1. Those who love God are called by God — Romans 8:28; 1 Corinthians 8:3, 16:22
2. The names of those who have not been born again are not in the book of life — Revelation 3:1, 3, 5
3. The mind must be renewed — Romans 12:2
c) Have the character of a citizen of the kingdom of heaven — Matthew 5:1–12
1. Be strict with yourself: poor in spirit, mourning, pure in heart — Matthew 5:3, 4, 8
2. Be generous toward others: gentle, merciful, making peace — Matthew 5:5, 7, 9
3. Love God: long for God’s righteousness and suffer for righteousness — Matthew 5:6, 10
Memory verse: Philippians 1:21
Discussion question: What is the first priority in my life?
B. Path to Reward #1: Rely on the Words That Come from God’s Mouth — Psalm 119:49–50
4. The Lord’s Words Are Spirit and Life — John 6:63
a) God’s Word is God — John 1:1
1. God’s words are an “imperial edict” — John 6:63
2. God’s words have authority — Matthew 7:29
3. In the Lord’s name — Acts 3:6–7
b) God himself is a mystery
1. God is the breath of life — Psalm 33:6; John 3:8
2. The Lord is life — John 1:4; 14:6; 1 John 5:11–12
3. The Lord’s Spirit dwells within the human heart — Galatians 4:6; 2 Corinthians 3:17; Romans 5:5; 8:16; Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 61:1
c) Love the Word as your own life
1. Life is the true light and comes from the Word — Psalm 36:9; John 1:4, 9
2. In the Word is eternal life — John 5:39; Luke 21:33
3. Obey the prompting of the Word — Deuteronomy 30:20
Memory verse: Psalm 119:165
Discussion question: Do I drink daily from the fountain of life?
5. People Know God through the Lord’s Word — Exodus 3:14
a) People need to rely on revelation to know God
1. Knowledge concerning God is beyond human reach — Psalm 139:6
2. God is outside the scope of scientific research — Psalm 139:8
3. People need to ask God for instruction — Job 42:4
b) Those who understand God’s words have true freedom — Hebrews 4:3
1. A different kind of peace — John 14:27
2. Regulations must give way to Christ — Colossians 2:16–17
c) God’s words produce power
1. God’s words are spirit — John 6:63
2. Receive spiritual power — 1 Corinthians 12:3
3. Obey the Holy Spirit’s prompting — Acts 16:14–15
d) Only after leaving impurity can one receive the true Word — James 1:21
1. Only after sin is removed will a person love to hear the Lord’s voice — Psalm 51:7–8
2. God dwells with those who truly repent — Isaiah 57:15
3. People ought to hear what they should hear — Matthew 13:9
e) People must have a heart willing to practice the Word
1. Do not pick and choose — Acts 13:22
2. Those who do not practice the Word have a bad outcome — Jeremiah 42:6, 22
Memory verse: Matthew 7:24
Discussion question: What is the purpose of understanding God’s will?
6. Hold Fast to the Sound Word — 2 Corinthians 1:13
a) Types of unsoundness
1. Human words replace God’s words — Jeremiah 28:15–17
2. Human words infiltrate God’s words — 1 Corinthians 12:28
3. Literal meaning replaces spiritual meaning — 2 Corinthians 3:6
b) Hold fast to Scripture’s spiritual meaning
1. Find the spiritual meaning behind the form — 1 Corinthians 11:13; 1 Peter 3:4
2. Only then can one enter the kingdom of heaven — Mark 1:15
3. Express the spiritual meaning in a suitable form — 2 Corinthians 13:12
c) Be a worker with nothing to be ashamed of
1. Have a clear conscience — 1 John 3:21
2. Only then can one serve God — 2 Timothy 1:3
3. Obey one’s conscience — Acts 23:1
d) Guard the conscience
1. A personal aim — Acts 24:16
2. Only then can one be prompted by the Holy Spirit — Romans 9:1
3. Do not violate the true Word — 1 Timothy 3:9
Memory verse: Titus 2:1
Discussion question: Am I a Christian with a clear conscience today?
7. Store the Lord’s Word in the Heart — Psalm 119:11
a) Expressions of depth in spiritual life — Acts 16:25; Colossians 3:16–17
1. “Spiritual” means walking in obedience to the Holy Spirit — 1 Corinthians 3:1–3; Ephesians 5:18
2. Receive life and peace — Romans 8:6
3. Govern the flesh — Galatians 5:24–25; 1 Corinthians 9:27
b) Be able to please God — Psalm 81:13–14
1. Manifest the Lord’s Word — Philippians 2:16; Genesis 39:9
2. Have fullness of joy — Psalm 16:8–9
3. Act for God’s glory — 1 Corinthians 10:31
c) Guard your own heart
1. Four conditions of the heart — Matthew 13:19–23
2. It affects one’s whole life — Proverbs 4:23
3. Have spiritual vision — 1 Peter 1:23; Acts 16:14
Memory verse: Psalm 119:9
Discussion question: Examine my own spiritual condition.
8. Live Out the Life and Proclaim the Lord’s Word — Philippians 2:15–16
a) God’s Word produces human “virtue” — 1 Peter 1:23
1. Virtue confirms the Word — John 4:16, 28
2. Have influence — Acts 2:47
3. Bear much fruit — Matthew 7:20
b) Only those with God’s “virtue” can enter the kingdom of heaven — Matthew 5:20
1. Virtue is the Lord Jesus — Philippians 1:21
2. The LORD’s standard must be the standard — Psalm 32:2
3. Accept God’s rule — Luke 17:21
c) Let God’s love flow out — 1 John 4:7
1. Love is the essence of the new life — 1 John 3:14
2. Loving people expresses love for God — 1 John 4:20; Matthew 10:40
3. Love those connected with the one you love—“love the house and even the crow upon it” — Acts 16:15; 2 Kings 5:15
Memory verse: John 12:11
Discussion question: What needs to be corrected in me so that people can see Jesus?
9. Overcome the Devil through the Word and Be a Good Soldier — James 4:7
a) Do not underestimate the enemy — 1 Peter 5:8
1. The devil is very deceitful — 2 Corinthians 11:13–15
2. Lest you fall — 1 Corinthians 10:12
3. Give the devil no foothold — Ephesians 4:26–27
b) Only then can one overcome the devil — Luke 4:13–14
1. This is a spiritual battle — Ephesians 6:12
2. Spiritual weapons must be used — Ephesians 6:17; Hebrews 4:12
3. Be an upright person — Daniel 6:3, 22
c) Be one with the Lord — Revelation 12:11
1. Walk in the light — 1 John 1:7
2. The Lord is greater than the devil — 1 John 4:4
3. Be faithful unto death — Daniel 3:18
Memory verse: Ephesians 6:11
Discussion question: Do I qualify as a good soldier of Christ?
C. Path to Reward #2: Only through God’s Spirit Can Things Be Accomplished — 1 Corinthians 12:3
10. Long for the Clear Rivers of Living Water — John 7:37–38
a) Those who thirst can receive living water — Psalm 42:1
1. Know that you have nothing — Matthew 5:3
2. God respects people’s decisions — Philippians 2:12–13
3. Empty yourself — Psalm 73:25
b) Those who thirst for God can be saved — Hebrews 2:3
1. Seek God wholeheartedly — Jeremiah 29:13
2. Salvation is of extremely high value — Matthew 13:44–46
3. Recognize what is valuable — Matthew 7:6
c) Serve the Lord zealously — Acts 18:24–26
1. Be fervent in heart — Romans 12:11
2. Have no shame in the heart — 2 Timothy 1:3
3. Be humble in heart — Acts 20:19
Memory verse: Colossians 3:2
Discussion question: What is the prerequisite for being filled with the Holy Spirit?
11. Hear the Still, Small Voice — 1 Kings 19:12
a) Obey the Holy Spirit’s prompting — 1 Kings 19:19
1. Listen with the heart and spirit — Luke 15:17
2. Receive peace and life — Romans 8:6
3. Listen respectfully to God’s words — 1 Thessalonians 5:19–20
b) An expression of a good relationship with God — 1 Samuel 3:1, 4
1. Those who are taught can hear — Isaiah 50:4
2. Only then can one know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven — Matthew 13:10–13
3. Cherish the true self — Luke 15:17; Matthew 22:39
c) Be quick to listen — James 1:19
1. Practicing the Word confirms that one has heard the Word — James 1:22
2. It is safest — Matthew 7:24–27
3. Combine faith with the Word — Hebrews 4:2
Memory verse: Psalm 51:8
Discussion question: Am I willing to practice the principle of living, “Listen quickly, speak little, and serve much”?
12. Empty the Wineskin to Hold New Wine — Matthew 9:17; Ephesians 5:18
a) The Holy Spirit dwells in the hearts of believers who have been born again — 1 Corinthians 3:16
1. Those born again have already been “acquired” and merged by the Lord — 1 Corinthians 6:19–20
2. The Holy Spirit is the “deposit” for receiving a heavenly inheritance — Ephesians 1:14
3. A person must have obedient faith — Acts 5:32; Romans 1:5
b) Those indwelt by the Holy Spirit must have holiness in God’s eyes — Isaiah 59:2
1. Only the holy can see the Lord — Hebrews 12:14
2. As soon as the Holy Spirit leaves, the evil spirit arrives — 1 Samuel 16:14
3. Be cleansed through the Lord’s precious blood — Hebrews 9:14; Revelation 1:5; 1 Peter 1:18–19
c) Those indwelt by the Holy Spirit must hand over authority — Acts 2:13
4. This is a continuous, unceasing process — Ephesians 5:18
5. God rejects those who will not hand over authority — 1 Samuel 15:22–23
6. Christians are those who allow Christ to live within them — Galatians 2:20; 5:24–25
Memory verse: Psalm 51:10
Discussion question: What is holiness in God’s eyes?
13. Let One’s Will Follow the Wind and Be Renewed Daily — John 3:8
a) Those who obey Heaven live — Acts 17:28
1. The spirit is the wind — John 3:8
2. Heaven’s will is hard to resist — Acts 26:14
3. Follow the wind — Jonah 3:3
a) Those who follow the wind are blessed — Acts 9:18
1. Those who obey God receive the Holy Spirit — Acts 5:32
2. Receive true freedom — 2 Corinthians 3:17
3. Do not quench the Spirit’s fire — 1 Thessalonians 5:19–20
b) Govern yourself well — 1 Corinthians 9:27
1. Exercise self-control — Galatians 5:22–23
2. There is an inner battle — Romans 7:23–24
3. Renew the mind — Romans 12:2
Memory verse: Luke 22:42
Discussion question: When serving God, do I spend enough time praying to God?
14. Reverently Offer a Living Sacrifice in the Altar Fire — Romans 12:1
a) A jealous God — Deuteronomy 4:24
1. God judges people according to righteousness — 1 Peter 2:23
2. The world will be burned by fire — 2 Peter 3:10
3. Serve God with a reverent heart — Hebrews 12:28–29
b) It concerns success or failure — Isaiah 45:7
1. “Success is due to Xiao He, and failure is also due to Xiao He”—the same person brings both success and failure — 1 Samuel 11:6, 16:14
2. It depends on the Holy Spirit — Zechariah 4:6
3. Accept the commission — John 20:21–22; Titus 3:6
c) Give glory to God — 1 Corinthians 10:31
1. The Holy Spirit will glorify the Lord Jesus — John 16:14
2. The purpose of human life is to glorify God — Isaiah 43:7; Romans 3:23
3. Do not blaspheme the Holy Spirit — Mark 3:29
Memory verse: 2 Peter 3:11–12
Discussion question: How can I serve God more zealously?
15. The Messenger Dove Gladly Arrives, Bringing Peace to the Heart — Genesis 8:11
a) The Holy Spirit is the author of peace — Romans 8:6
1. Those who rely on God have peace — Psalm 131:2
2. A sign of being pleasing to God — Luke 2:14
3. Come before the Lord — Matthew 11:28
b) God hears the prayers of those who have peace — 1 Samuel 1:17
1. The Holy Spirit prays for them — Romans 8:26
2. An expression of having faith — Daniel 6:10
3. Seek God’s presence — Joshua 1:9
c) Be a righteous person — Psalm 85:10
1. The righteous have peace — Isaiah 32:17
2. The fruit of faith — Hebrews 10:38
3. Rely on the Lord’s precious blood — Hebrews 9:14
Memory verse: Romans 5:3
Discussion question: How can I be content and always joyful?
D. Overcome the World through Faith — Colossians 4:12
16. Be Declared Righteous by God through Faith — Genesis 15:6
a) Faith makes God willing to save — Mark 9:23
1. To believe is to receive — John 1:12
2. Believing in the Lord enables a person to be justified — Romans 3:22
3. Practice the Lord’s words — Luke 17:14
b) Only true faith can receive God’s acceptance — Hebrews 11:6
1. Believing in the Lord is doing God’s work — John 6:29
2. Living faith is expressed in good deeds — James 2:17
3. Only believing and obeying is effective — Romans 1:5
c) Ask God to grant faith — Romans 12:3
1. Faith is given by the Holy Spirit — 1 Corinthians 12:9
2. The Holy Spirit distributes faith to each person according to his will — Corinthians 12:11 [source: 林12:11; first or second letter unspecified]
3. Be God’s close friend — John 15:15; James 2:23; Romans 4:21
Memory verse: Romans 3:28
Discussion question: How did Lydia demonstrate her true faith? (Acts 16:25)
17. Conduct and Faith Cannot Be Separated — James 2:17
a) Faith is shown through conduct — James 2:18
1. Conviction produces action — Luke 15:20
2. Faith is a process of growth — Romans 1:17; 1 Peter 1:7
3. Do not be afraid — Mark 5:36; Matthew 8:26
b) Only such faith is living faith — James 2:17
1. There is a distinction between true and false faith — Acts 16:15
2. Conduct exposes life — Luke 15:18, 28
3. Have conduct worthy of the calling — Ephesians 4:1
c) Be persuaded by God — Romans 4:21
1. God is most reasonable — Luke 12:56–57
2. Those who submit to reason will surely live — Ezekiel 18:19
3. Accept reasoning consistent with the Word — Jonah 4:9–11
Memory verse: James 2:22
Discussion question: Am I willing to let biblical truth change my mistaken views and conduct?
18. Faith Is Based on God’s Words — Romans 1:17
a) God’s words are trustworthy — 1 Timothy 1:15
1. God’s trustworthiness is excellent — Hebrews 11:11
2. God cannot deny himself — 2 Timothy 2:13
3. Proclaim God’s words because of faith — Titus 3:8
b) Those who believe God’s words have a sound faith — 1 Peter 2:1–2
1. Have a good relationship with God — 2 Timothy 1:13–14
2. Be able to accept the true Word — 2 Timothy 4:3–4
3. Obey God’s words — 1 Timothy 6:3
c) Believe the spiritual meaning of God’s words — 2 Corinthians 3:6
1. Believe and obey the Holy Spirit’s views — 1 Corinthians 2:14
2. Only then is there new life — John 6:63
3. Be moved by the same Spirit — 1 Corinthians 14:37; Acts 9:27
Memory verse: Colossians 1:23
Discussion question: Am I a spiritual “adult” (Hebrews 5:14)?
19. Testing Faith in the Furnace Is Necessary — 1 Peter 1:7
a) Christians will face trials — 1 Peter 5:9
1. Do not be surprised — 1 Peter 4:12
2. All living beings suffer — Job 5:7; Romans 8:22–23
3. Persevere to the end — Numbers 14:36–37
b) It comes from God’s will — Acts 14:22
1. God requires high quality — Genesis 22:12
2. God can receive glory — John 12:27
3. Give glory to God — Job 1:21
c) Rejoice amid difficulties — Acts 5:41
1. Joy given by the Holy Spirit — Romans 14:17
2. Those with God’s love rejoice even in suffering — Romans 5:3–4
3. See the future hope — 1 Peter 1:7–8; Romans 8:18
Memory verse: James 1:2–3
Discussion question: Am I sure that my name has already been written in the book of life?
20. Faith Is Living and Can Grow — 2 Thessalonians 1:3
a) The faith of those born again will grow — Romans 1:17
1. Growing faith helps the work of the gospel develop — 2 Corinthians 10:15–16
2. Only then can it grow into saving faith — Romans 9:30–31
3. Be filled with the Holy Spirit — Acts 11:24, 6:5
b) The basis of growth in the Christian life — 2 Peter 1:5–7
1. Those with faith are willing to serve God — 1 Thessalonians 1:3
2. Faith and thanksgiving are directly proportional — Colossians 2:7
3. Share (have in common) faith — Philemon 6
c) Ask the Lord to grant faith — Romans 12:3
1. Ask the Lord to increase faith — Mark 9:23–24
2. The Lord is the author of faith — Hebrews 12:2
3. Seek improvement in the quality of faith — Luke 17:5–6; 17:9–10
Memory verse: Romans 10:17
Discussion question: What hinders the growth of my faith?
21. Willingly Believe and Obey God’s Will — Ephesians 5:17
a) Faith must accord with God’s will — 1 John 5:14
1. Believers must yield to God — 2 Samuel 12:23
2. God’s will is wiser — Isaiah 55:8–9
3. Conduct yourself with a clear conscience — 1 John 3:21–22
b) Only those who do God’s will have a good relationship with God — Acts 13:22
1. The Lord regards those who do God’s will as relatives — Matthew 12:50
2. Those who disobey God will bring punishment upon themselves — Romans 13:2; Psalm 107:10–13
3. Turn back and reach the shore—return to the right way — Psalm 119:67; 1 John 1:7
c) Gladly do God’s will — Psalm 40:8
1. Do God’s will in love — John 15:10
2. Do not lose what is great for the sake of something small — 1 Samuel 15:23
3. Be transformed by the renewal of the mind — Romans 12:2
Memory verse: 1 John 5:14
Discussion question: How can I avoid becoming a “foolish person” as spoken of in Scripture (Ephesians 5:17)?
E. Path to Reward #4: Be Confident and Fearless through Love — 1 John 4:16; 1 John 2:28
22. God’s Love Never Ceases — 1 Corinthians 13:8
a) Have God’s nature — John 13:1
1. God is love — 1 John 4:8
2. Christians have God’s nature — 2 Peter 1:4
3. Be crucified with Christ — Galatians 2:20
b) Only then is there forgiving love — Psalm 51:1
1. Love that can understand others — Luke 23:34
2. It will not harm others — Romans 13:10
3. Know your own debt — Romans 13:8; Philemon 18–19
c) Love people with God’s love — John 13:34
1. Become an embodiment of God’s love — Genesis 50:21
2. Be able to lead people to the Lord — Luke 15:20–21
3. Experience God’s love — 1 Peter 5:13–14
Memory verse: 1 John 4:16
Discussion question: Am I willing to love those whom the Lord loves?
23. The Spirit Pours Love into My Heart — Romans 5:5
a) God’s love comes from the Holy Spirit — Galatians 5:22
1. The Holy Spirit produces God’s love — Romans 15:30
2. The Holy Spirit is the “exclusive agent” of God’s love — Colossians 1:8
3. Have good fellowship with the Holy Spirit — Philippians 2:1
b) Without God’s Spirit there is no God’s love — 1 Samuel 16:14, 18:17
1. Those without God’s presence have no love of God — 1 Samuel 18:12
2. God is their enemy — 1 Samuel 28:16
3. Maintain a clean heart — Psalm 51:10–12
c) Be filled with God’s love — Philippians 1:9–10
1. An improvement in quality — 1 John 4:12
2. Be able to be confident and fearless — 1 John 4:17
3. Keep the Lord’s Word — 1 John 2:4, 27
Memory verse: Romans 15:30
Discussion question: Do I have the Holy Spirit’s love to intercede for those servants of God who spread the gospel widely?
24. Loving People’s Souls Is the Lord’s Will — Isaiah 38:17
a) Loving people means loving souls — Matthew 16:26
1. A person is a living soul — Genesis 2:7
2. Souls are the Lord’s “sheep” — 1 Peter 2:25
3. Help to care for them — 1 Peter 5:2
b) God loves souls — Isaiah 38:17
1. Save because of love — John 3:16
2. Treat everyone equally — 2 Peter 3:9
3. Maintain a clear conscience — 1 Timothy 1:5; Romans 9:1–3
c) Be attentive to the Lord’s affections — Philippians 1:8
1. Love those whom the Lord loves — John 21:15
2. It amounts to loving God — 1 John 4:20
3. Love with discernment — Philippians 1:9–10
Memory verse: Matthew 28:19–20
Discussion question: What should I do to lead relatives and friends to the Lord?
25. Spontaneous Affection: Love the House and Even the Crow upon It — Matthew 10:42
a) Love those whom the Lord loves — John 11:3
1. Accept those whom the Lord loves — Philemon 17
2. It is the Lord’s command — John 13:34
3. Be the Lord’s “agent” — Colossians 3:23
b) Be blessed by God — Matthew 10:42
1. Be chosen by God — Ruth 4:21
2. God will surely return the favor — Luke 7:5–6
3. Faith that acts — 1 Kings 17:15
c) Respect and love God’s servants — 1 Thessalonians 5:12
1. Show favor to God’s servants — Joshua 2:12
2. The whole household receives grace — Acts 10:25, 44
3. Be sincere and wholehearted — Acts 16:15
Memory verse: Romans 12:10
Discussion question: How will I pass on God’s love?
26. See through the World’s Vanity and Have No Worldly Love — Philippians 3:8
a) Do not covetously love the world — 1 John 2:15
1. Do not covet its things and desires — 1 John 2:17
2. Everything will become a vanishing illusion — Psalm 49:14–20
3. Renew the mind — Romans 12:2
b) The world is temporary — 2 Peter 3:7
1. The world will surely pass away — 1 Corinthians 7:31
2. The ruler of the world will be driven out — John 12:31
3. Do not be a child of the world — John 15:19
c) Maintain a wise heart — Psalm 90:12
1. Seek true value — Hebrews 11:24–26
2. Life is most important — Matthew 16:26
3. Have a clear conscience — Romans 9:1–3
Memory verse: 1 Peter 1:24–25
Discussion question: How should I live the rest of my days in this world?
27. The Lord’s Love Compels Commitment — 2 Corinthians 5:14–15
a) Commit yourself because of love — 1 Corinthians 16:14
1. Take God’s love as the motivating power — Mark 16:9
2. Only then is there unceasing commitment — 1 Kings 3:26
3. Turn God’s love into action — John 21:15
b) Be compelled by love — Luke 24:32–33
1. The heart is under heavy pressure — Philippians 1:23
2. Find relief in taking action — Matthew 4:24
3. Obey the Holy Spirit — Acts 18:5
c) Live for the Lord — 2 Corinthians 5:14–15
1. Live out the character of one who belongs to the Lord — Romans 14:8
2. Have eternal value — 1 Corinthians 3:12–15
3. Work for the Lord — Colossians 3:23–24
Memory verse: Romans 12:11
Discussion question: Am I willing to live for the Lord?
F. Path to Reward #5: Become Heirs through Hope — Titus 3:6–7
28. Inherit Eternal Life through Hope — Titus 1:2
a) Salvation depends on hope — Romans 8:24
1. Believe because of hope — Romans 4:20
2. In the process of being saved — Romans 8:23
3. Wait for the Lord to return — Philippians 3:20–21
b) Being saved means having new life — Luke 19:9
1. Be a new person in the Lord — 2 Corinthians 5:17
2. Only in Christ is there hope — Ephesians 1:12
3. One must remain in Christ — Romans 6:23; Psalm 16:2
c) Accept God’s gospel — Colossians 1:5
1. God’s words give people hope — Romans 15:4
2. Hope comes from believing God’s words — Romans 4:18
3. Rejoice in faith — Romans 15:13
Memory verse: Romans 15:13
Discussion question: Am I concerned about my ultimate eternal outcome?
29. What We Hope for Is Unseen — Romans 8:25
a) Hope for things not yet seen — Hebrews 11:1
1. “The hope of salvation” — 1 Thessalonians 5:8
2. An expression of having faith — 2 Corinthians 5:7
3. Enter the unknown through what is known — Romans 1:20
b) Have eternal value — 2 Corinthians 4:18
1. God’s kingdom cannot be seen by the eyes — Luke 17:20
2. We are sojourners in this world — Hebrews 11:13, 16
3. Only by giving something up can one gain something — Hebrews 11:24–26
c) Wait patiently for God — Romans 8:25
1. Those who have hope will endure — 1 Thessalonians 1:3
2. God acts for those who wait — Isaiah 64:4
3. Hope joyfully — Romans 5:2
Memory verse: Philippians 3:14
Discussion question: Have I learned the lesson of waiting for God amid difficulties?
30. A Person Who Acts from Hope Is Holy — 1 Peter 1:13
a) Those who have hope will value sanctification — Genesis 39:9
1. Those who revere God are not afraid of evil people — Numbers 14:9–10
2. Those whose hearts go astray will fall — 2 Corinthians 11:3
3. Those who revere God keep far from evil — Proverbs 3:7–8
b) Those who treat God lightly will surely taste bitter consequences — Galatians 6:7
1. God is righteous — 1 John 1:9
2. God bestows peace and also brings calamity — Isaiah 45:7
3. Think about the future — 1 Timothy 6:19
c) Be a person with spiritual convictions — 1 Corinthians 15:19
1. Live simply — Genesis 14:14; Hebrews 11:9
2. A better homeland is in heaven — Hebrews 11:6
3. Set your mind on things above — Colossians 3:2
Memory verse: 2 Peter 3:14
Discussion question: Has my heart turned to the Lord (Proverbs 23:26)?
The Rewarded Life — Test | Name _______
Score __________
* Answers:
1. Salvation is: a) related to human merit; b) entirely God’s grace. _____
2. Being saved means: a) being justified by God; b) a process of justification, sanctification, and waiting for the redemption of the body. _____
3. True salvation is expressed in: a) saying with the mouth that Jesus is Lord; b) a life worthy of the gospel. _____
4. God’s words are: a) words spoken by prophets; b) spirit and life. _____
5. People can know God through: a) scientific research; b) accepting God’s words. _____
6. Sound teaching refers to: a) the views of famous pastors; b) Scripture’s spiritual meaning. _____
7. Storing God’s words richly in the heart shows that: a) this person knows the Bible very well; b) this person is filled with the Holy Spirit. _____
8. The most effective evangelism is: a) proclaiming doctrines; b) living out God’s words. _____
9. Overcoming the devil depends on: a) the cross; b) God’s Word. _____
10. “Thirsting for God” means that a person: a) wants to receive God’s blessings; b) wants to receive living water. _____
11. The still, small voice is: a) a sound the human ear can hear by paying attention; b) the prompting of God’s words in the human heart. _____
12. Holiness is: a) not doing bad things; b) putting on Christ and walking with the Lord. _____
13. The condition for receiving the Holy Spirit is: a) receiving prayer with the laying on of hands; b) obeying God. _____
14. Christians revere God because: a) God is too frightening; b) they are thankful to God. _____
15. Peace means: a) no bad things happen; b) there is contentment in the heart. _____
16. Justification is: a) the result of sincerely believing in the Lord; b) an indication that a person has already received salvation. _____
17. Good conduct is: a) an expression of true faith; b) an expression of being a good person. _____
18. Faith comes from: a) believing Christ’s words; b) a person’s own decision. _____
19. Godly Christians: a) will certainly experience persecution; b) will not encounter persecution. _____
20. Great faith means: a) being able to trust God absolutely; b) having more spiritual knowledge. _____
21. Believing and obeying God means: a) obeying God’s will in everything; b) fasting more to make prayer effective. _____
22. God’s love: a) never ceases; b) depends on whether people obey God. _____
23. God’s love: a) is poured into the human heart by the Holy Spirit; b) can be obtained through people’s diligent practice. _____
24. Loving people with God’s love: a) necessarily involves concern for the salvation of their souls; b) means only doing social care work. _____
25. Those whom the Lord loves are: a) people called by God; b) famous people of the world. _____
26. Loving the world shows that: a) a person does not love God; b) a person has good discernment. _____
27. Commitment means: a) frequently serving God; b) having the attitude that it cannot succeed without me. _____
28. Being saved: a) depends on hope; b) means doing one’s utmost to handle matters for the Lord. _____
29. Christian hope refers to: a) patiently waiting for the Lord to return; b) hoping to receive more of God’s blessings. _____
30. A Christian who has hope: a) will live a holy life; b) believes that those who do not do God’s will can also be saved. _____
— * (A: latter half; B: first half)
Translation note
This is the complete translation of this particular thirty-lesson outline and its thirty-question test, including the printed answer key. It is not a replacement for similarly titled manuscripts with different contents.
Translation note
Original automatic list labels are recovered from the source document, including lesson numbers 2 and 3, the 4–6 continuation under lesson 12(c), and the repeated a) label in lesson 13. The source’s section D omits a pathway number, while section E prints #4; no missing label is invented.
Translation note
Source citations are retained rather than silently corrected. For example, lesson 16 prints the unspecified 林12:11 and cites Acts 16:25 for its Lydia question; lesson 30 cites Hebrews 11:6 for the better homeland. These remain source issues. The stray character in 將被會火焚燒 is treated as a textual slip in the plainly stated burning-by-fire phrase, and test item 28’s 辨事 is rendered as handling matters.
Translation note
The idiom love the house and even the crow upon it means extending love to those connected with someone loved. The Xiao He saying retains the named allusion and explains its sense without adding a historical account. The terse 一行為快 is rendered as finding relief in taking action; 失心 is rendered in its spiritual context as the heart going astray.
Translation note
No embedded pictures, objects, equations, or additional text parts were detected in the converted document. No full Scripture quotations absent from this outline have been supplied.
Reading 24
Theological Knowledge, Philosophical Insights, and the Qualities of an Evangelist
Theological Knowledge for Evangelism — Rev. David Tsang
I. Definition of Theology: A Person’s Integrated Understanding of Biblical Truth
II. Fundamental Biblical Truths
1. The church: a) All born-again believers (Matthew 16:16–18); b) a local church (Acts 15:40–41).
2. God: a) The only one (John 17:3); b) eternal (Revelation 1:8); c) almighty (Matthew 19:26); d) all-knowing (Psalm 139:2–4, 16); e) everywhere present (Psalm 139:8); f) love (1 John 4:8); g) the “Big Boss” (Psalm 47:8); h) Creator (Genesis 1:1).
i) Holy (Leviticus 19:2); j) triune (Genesis 1:26; Deuteronomy 6:4).
3. Jesus: a) The Word became flesh (John 1:1, 14); b) born of a virgin (Matthew 1:22–23); c) died in people’s place (Mark 10:45); d) rose from the dead (Matthew 28:6); e) appeared to people (1 Corinthians 15:6); f) ascended to heaven (Acts 1:11); g) intercedes (Hebrews 7:25); h) will come again (Revelation 22:20).
4. The Holy Spirit: a) The “Comforter” (Comforter) sent by God (John 14:16); b) causes people to be born again (John 3:5); c) gives gifts (1 Corinthians 12:10); d) gives people freedom (2 Corinthians 3:17); e) guides the way ahead (Acts 16:7); f) the “visa” for the kingdom of heaven (Romans 8:9); g) sanctifies people (2 Thessalonians 2:13).
5. The Bible: a) God’s word (2 Peter 1:20–21); b) gives people faith (Romans 10:17); c) causes people to be born again (1 Peter 1:23); d) causes people to grow (2 Timothy 3:17); e) the Spirit’s sword (Ephesians 6:17; Hebrews 4:12); f) spirit and life (John 6:63).
6. Humanity: a) Created by God (Genesis 1:26); b) a soul (Genesis 2:7); c) sinful (Romans 2:7); d) destined to die (Hebrews 9:27); e) God’s temple (1 Corinthians 6:19; Ephesians 3:17); f) the object of God’s love (John 3:16; Hebrews 2:6); g) lives forever (Revelation 22:5; 20:10); h) has the right to decide freely (Deuteronomy 30:19–20); I) people can believe in the Lord only by relying on His grace (Acts 16:14).
7. The world: a) Created by God (Genesis 1:1); b) became an evil age because of humanity’s fall (Galatians 1:4); c) controlled by the devil (1 John 5:19); d) will pass away (1 John 2:17); e) the Lord has already overcome the world (John 16:33).
8. The devil: a) A fallen angel (Isaiah 14:12); b) the father of lies (John 8:44); c) devoted to doing evil (John 10:10); d) defeated by the Lord (Hebrews 2:14); e) believers can escape his control (Acts 26:18); f) believers can resist him (1 Peter 5:8–9); g) can be cast out (1 John 4:4; Matthew 17:21).
9. God’s plan: a) The Lord returns (John 14:3); b) believers are caught up (1 Thessalonians 4:17); c) believers are judged (2 Corinthians 5:10); d) the devil is bound (Revelation 20:2); e) the thousand-year kingdom arrives (Revelation 20:6); f) the devil is released (Revelation 20:7); g) unbelievers are judged (Revelation 20:11).
i) A new heaven and a new earth (Revelation 21:1).
10. Humanity’s responsibilities: a) Repent (Mark 1:15); b) believe in Jesus (John 3:16); c) grow in spiritual life (Ephesians 4:13); d) serve God (1 Thessalonians 1:9); e) bear witness (Acts 1:8); f) proclaim the gospel (Mark 16:15); g) love one another (John 13:34); h) wait for the Lord’s return (Philippians 3:20).
11. Salvation: a) By grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8); b) Jesus Christ is the only way to salvation (Acts 4:12); c) people have the freedom to be saved (2 Peter 3:9); d) this freedom comes from God’s grace (Philippians 2:13); e) God judges according to the book of life (Revelation 20:12); f) only those who qualify are in the book (Philippians 4:3); g) God respects people’s decisions (Acts 10:33–35; Romans 1:20–24).
12. God’s judgment: a) Carried out by Jesus (John 5:22); b) judged according to deeds (1 Corinthians 5:10); c) not based on outward appearance (Psalm 7:9); d) according to different standards (Romans 2:12–16).
13. God’s commands: a) Inwardly, love one another (John 13:34); b) outwardly, proclaim the gospel (Mark 16:15; Matthew 298:19–20; Acts 1:8).
Philosophical Insights for Evangelism — Rev. David Tsang
I. Insights Related to the “Great Commission”
1. The relationship between missions and God’s kingdom: through the church, God gathers His people, then scatters them into the world to expand His kingdom.
2. The world was created to display God’s glory (Psalm 19:1).
3. God chose Israel to serve the nations. Salvation is prepared for all humanity (Genesis 12:2).
4. In Old Testament times, Gentiles had to identify with the Israelites before they could be saved.
5. Targum: an Aramaic paraphrase of the Old Testament; the Septuagint is the Greek translation of the Old Testament.
The word “Jehovah” is translated “Lord” (kupios) in the Septuagint, showing that Jehovah belongs to the peoples of the whole world.
6. Israel’s mission was to display God’s glory. It prepared the way for the mission of the New Testament church and brought the nations before God.
7. God calls people to repent and also gives them the ability to obey. Repentance is a renewal of the mind that prepares people to enter God’s kingdom.
8. The church is the congregation gathered by God’s kingdom in preparation for the end time.
9. The essence of missions is not improving the earthly world, but working with God (Colossians 4:11) to save sinners.
10. Since Jesus ascended to heaven, God’s kingdom has come (Luke 17:21). Those who have received grace must convey salvation to the people of the world.
11. While Jesus was on earth, His missionary work was limited to the Israelites. Only after His resurrection and ascension did He instruct the disciples to carry out missions among Gentiles.
12. Jesus is God’s special envoy. His mission was for the Word to become flesh and die for the lost sheep, bearing their sins in their place.
13. When pagan slaves became members of a Jewish household, they had to be compelled to be baptized “in the name of a slave.” When people are baptized in the name of the triune God, they belong to God.
14. All who are baptized in the Lord’s name will receive the Holy Spirit. Those who first receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 10:44–48) must also undergo baptism afterward before they count as belonging to the Lord.
II. Insights Related to Evangelism
1. The Illustration of Eating a Donut
Sharing the gospel with people is like giving them Donut to eat. They need a certain quantity before feeling full.
Each time the gospel is shared, people move one step further in the process of believing.
2. The Illustration of Climbing Stairs
Coming to believe in the Lord has stages, like climbing stairs. The stages are as follows:
Know that God exists > believe in Jesus as Lord > be baptized > bear witness > pursue sanctification > wait for the Lord to come.
3. The Illustration of Harvesting Crops
A wise farmer first harvests the crops that are already ripe. Those who are already prepared and willing to believe in the Lord are like ripe crops.
An evangelist should have discernment and give priority to those who respond positively to the gospel.
4. Avoid Stereotyped Judgments
Do not dogmatically draw mistaken conclusions. For example, a kiss expresses love, but Judas’s kiss to the Lord certainly was not love.
Distinguish between honoring ancestors and worshiping idols.
5. Turning On a Light Is Better Than Cursing the Darkness
Appreciating the other person’s strengths is better than criticizing their weaknesses.
6. Abundant Life Is More Persuasive Than Good Deeds
The Qualities of an Evangelist — Rev. David Tsang
I. An Evangelist Must Have New Life
1. Life is the soul (Genesis 2:7).
2. The soul must be revived (Psalm 23:3).
3. Those whose souls are revived have the Lord in their hearts (Ephesians 3:17).
II. An Evangelist Must Have a Renewed Life (Romans 12:1–2)
1. Have Correct Conceptions
a) Serve by relying on the Lord (Philippians 4:13).
b) Be motivated by love (2 Corinthians 5:14–15).
c) Do everything for God’s glory (1 Corinthians 10:31).
d) Do all things for the sake of the gospel (1 Corinthians 9:23).
e) Labor for the Lord is not in vain (1 Corinthians 15:58).
2. Have Correct Attitudes
a) Have a servant’s mindset (Romans 12:11).
b) Put your heart into it (Colossians 3:23).
c) Put the Lord first (Matthew 6:33).
d) Do not go ahead of God (Isaiah 64:4).
3. Have Excellent Character
a) Be willing to do your utmost (Colossians 1:29).
b) Obey God (Acts 9:17).
c) Act according to conscience (Acts 24:16).
d) Act in gratitude (Matthew 8:15).
e) Be willing to confess sins sincerely (Psalm 51:9–10).
III. An Evangelist Must Obey the Lord’s Call
1. The Great Commission is the Lord’s command for all Christians to obey (Matthew 28:19–20).
2. Going out to preach the gospel full-time is the Lord’s call to certain people (Ephesians 4:11–12).
3. All who are born again and saved have the office of priest (1 Peter 2:9: “priesthood = iepateuma”) (priest = “iepeus”).
(The sacrifices offered in the New Testament priestly office are praise, doing good, and giving — Hebrews 13:15–16.)
4. God calls certain people to do the work of elders, and others to do the work of deacons (Acts 6:3–4).
5. God calls some people to come out to serve Him full-time (Luke 5:11).
6. God calls others to serve Him while holding a job (Acts 18:1–3).
IV. An Evangelist Must Be Filled With the Holy Spirit
1. Those who are filled with the Holy Spirit will center on the Lord (John 16:14).
2. Those who are filled with the Holy Spirit have God’s word in their hearts (Colossians 3:16–17—Ephesians 5:18–20).
3. The conditions for being filled with the Holy Spirit: thirst for God and glorify the Lord (John 7:37–39).
Translation note
All three available teaching outlines are translated in full, retaining their original English and transliterated strings. Automatic Word numbering is restored; the original item i) after g) in God’s plan is retained without renumbering it h). The source’s Romans 2:7, 1 Corinthians 5:10, and impossible Matthew 298:19–20 references are preserved without substitution. This source supplies the Donut analogy that some separate outlines merely name; that explanation has not been inserted into other source versions. Historical and theological claims are translated as the author’s claims.
Reading 25
Serving God According to One’s Gifts
Rev. Tsang
I. Understanding Spiritual Gifts
A. Definition: Gifts given by the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:8–11).
a. Christians are stewards (1 Peter 4:10).
b. Gifts can be lost (Matthew 25:29).
c. Gifts bring responsibility (Luke 12:48).
B. Types:
a. Miracles: their purpose is to attest to Jesus (Acts 2:22).
b. Speech:
1. Tongues: not very important (1 Corinthians 14:19).
2. Preaching: speaking God’s word (2 Timothy 2:15).
3. Teaching: proclaiming that Jesus is the Christ (Acts 5:42).
4. Exhortation: counseling (Romans 12:8; Acts 4:36).
C. Service: deacons, giving, leadership, mercy, discernment.
II. Exercising Spiritual Gifts
A. Discovering gifts:
a. Seek gifts after being born again (1 Corinthians 12:31).
b. Confirmation by the church (Acts 18:24, 27–28).
B. Being filled with the Holy Spirit: voluntarily accepting God’s sovereignty (Ephesians 5:18; 4:30).
Translation note
All available outline text is translated. Automatic list labels omitted by text extraction have been restored from the Word numbering definitions. References and the author’s evaluations are retained as supplied.
Reading 26
Three-Year Strategy for Church Growth
Three-Year Strategy for Church Growth — Pastor David Tsang
Introduction: “For waging war, you must rely on wise strategy.” (Proverbs 24:6)
Overall theme: Run straight toward God’s prize. (Philippians 3:14)
Original English: Running the race for God’s prize.(Phil 3:14)
2008: Be a True Disciple of Christ
Original English: To be a true disciple of Christ (約John 8:31)
Marker: Practice the Word.
Expressions*: Repent in earnest. (Mark 1:15)
Love God sincerely. (Matthew 10:37)
Love one another. (John 13:35)
Bear much fruit. (John 15:8)
2009: Grow to the Stature of Christ
Original English: To grow up to the full stature of Christ. (弗Eph 4:12-13)
Marker: Fulfill one’s duties.
Expressions*: Have the Lord’s endurance. (2 Thessalonians 3:5)
Have a merciful heart. (Luke 6:36)
Do what the Lord does. (1 John 4:17)
Suffer for the Lord. (1 Peter 2:21)
2010: Become Fishers of People
Original English: To be a fisher of men  (路Luke 5:10-11)
Marker: Win people.
Expressions*: Have a good testimony. (John 12:11)
Proclaim Jesus. (Acts 8:35)
Lead people to believe in the Lord. (John 1:40–41)
Cross cultural boundaries. (Acts 10:34–35)
* The four expressions can be used as themes for the four quarters of each year.
Translation note
The original English themes are preserved, including the adjacent Chinese abbreviations for Bible books. The year 2009 is an automatic Word numbering label verified in the original file; it is not an inferred date.
Reading 27
Church Growth Retreat
Church Growth Retreat — Rev. Tsang
A. Messages:
Matthew 13:31–32 — Building a Church That Can Grow
1 Corinthians 16:14 — Proclaiming the Gospel Because of God’s Love
Philippians 1:5 — Having a United Gospel Team
B. Discussion: Joint Planning Through “Inspired Ideas” (Brainstorming)
1. Existing favorable factors for growth in the Cantonese congregation:
2. Disadvantages for growth in the Cantonese congregation (Liabilities):
3. How to make up for shortcomings that affect the growth of the gospel:
4. The number of disciples by which, in faith, the Cantonese congregation will grow in the coming year:
5. Proposals, plans, and steps to reach this goal:
6. The church’s organizational structure and personnel arrangements after growth:
7. Preparations for evangelistic meetings and “Operation Andrew.”
8. Rules for coworkers’ division of work and cooperation:
Translation note
The source supplies message topics and discussion prompts only. No discussion answers or target figures are supplied, and none have been invented.
Reading 28
Spiritual Life and a Balanced Life
Rev. David Tsang
Introduction: Spiritual life must come first, and only then can there be Christian living. Abundant spiritual life must come first, and only then can there be a balanced Christian life.
Therefore we must return to God’s word, because God’s words are spirit and life (John 6:63). The following is biblical revelation concerning how to live a balanced Christian life:
(I) Life That Can Enter the Kingdom of Heaven — Matthew 11:12
A. Justified by God — 1 Corinthians 6:9–11
a. Put on the robe of righteousness — Revelation 7:14
b. Receive new life — Romans 5:18
c. Put on Christ — Romans 13:14
d. In Christ — Romans 6:23
e. Must be baptized — Galatians 3:27
B. Obey the Holy Spirit — Galatians 5:16–25
a. Willing to walk the paths of righteousness — Psalm 23:3
b. Will certainly receive protection — Psalm 23:4–5
c. “No longer I” — Galatians 2:20
d. Set the mind on the Holy Spirit — Romans 8:6
e. Be God’s children — Romans 8:14
C. Receive a Spiritual Body — 1 Corinthians 15:44, 50
a. Receive salvation in the end — 1 Peter 1:5
b. Be God’s sons — Romans 8:23, 28–30; Hebrews 2:10
c. Wait for the Lord’s return — Philippians 3:20–21
d. Should maintain hope — 1 Thessalonians 4:13–16
e. Must belong to Christ — Romans 8:9; 1 Corinthians 15:23; 1 Timothy 6:11
(II) Abundant Spiritual Life — John 10:10
A. Follow the Lord Closely — John 21:22
a. Healthy spiritual life — John 10:27
b. The only way through — John 14:6
c. Must deny oneself — Matthew 16:24
d. Do God’s will — Matthew 7:21
e. Rely on the Lord’s grace — Luke 22:33
B. Grow Continually — 1 Peter 2:2
a. Receive nourishment — Acts 18:26
b. Have resistance — Numbers 14:37–38
c. Hunger and thirst for righteousness — Acts 17:11
d. Fulfill one’s own responsibility — Philippians 2:12
e. Save oneself and others — 1 Timothy 4:16
C. Bear Much Fruit — Romans 7:4
a. Be in communion with the Lord — John 15:5; 12:11
b. A sign of maturity — Matthew 7:15–16
c. Be changed by God — John 15:3; Psalm 119:9, 67
d. Be a true disciple — John 15:8
e. Rely on God’s word — 1 Corinthians 2:2–5
(III) Life That Expresses the Lord’s Word — Philippians 1:14–18
A. A Holy Mindset — v. 15, “without blemish”
a. Gentle and quiet — 1 Peter 3:3
b. God looks at the heart — 1 Samuel 16:7
c. Have the Lord’s heart — Philippians 2:5; 1:21; 1 Corinthians 1:1
d. Learn the Lord’s pattern — 1 Peter 1:15
e. Only then can one see the Lord — Hebrews 12:14; Isaiah 6:5–9
B. Genuine Faith — v. 17, “faith”
a. Not by sight — 2 Corinthians 5:7; Luke 7:7–8
b. Can accomplish great things — Mark 11:23–24; Joshua 2:10–11
c. Hold to the Lord’s promise — Ruth 3:18
d. Respond to God’s love — John 3:16
e. Believe and obey the truth — Romans 1:5; 2 Kings 5:14
C. The Holy Spirit’s Joy — v. 18, “joy”
a. Joyful even in suffering — Romans 14:17; Colossians 1:24; 2 Corinthians 7:4
b. Because there is hope — Romans 5:2–3
c. Pray and praise — Acts 16:25
d. Pursue goodness — 1 Thessalonians 5:15–16
e. Those who obey God rejoice — Romans 15:13; Luke 1:38, 47
(IV) A Reasonable Allocation of Time — Ephesians 5:15–21
A. Prepare to Meet the Lord — v. 16, “evil age”
a. Put on Christ — Romans 13:11–14
b. The Lord will return soon — Matthew 25:13
c. Redeem the time — Colossians 4:5
d. Flee temptation — Genesis 39:12
e. Bitterness first, sweetness afterward — Joshua 14:13
B. Do God’s Will — v. 17, “will”
a. First do God’s will — 1 Kings 17:15–16
b. Afterward one will certainly be blessed — Genesis 26:11
c. Please God — Acts 13:22
d. Do not go against the Lord’s intention — Psalm 16:2
e. Will certainly prosper — Jonah 2:10; 3:5
C. Care for the Soul — v. 18, “Holy Spirit”
a. A person is a soul — Genesis 2:7
b. The soul is precious — Matthew 16:26
c. Care for the whole person — 1 Timothy 4:8; Luke 1:46–47
d. Let the spirit take first place — 1 Corinthians 5:3
e. Be a wise person — Psalm 90:1, 3, 10
(V) The Right Use of Money — 2 Corinthians 9:6–9
A. Earn More and Give More — v. 6, “reap much”
a. Store more and give more — Genesis 41:48, 56 (Numbers 18;24; Numbers 14:23, 28–29)
b. Giving is better than receiving — Acts 20:35
c. Do not fear hard work — 2 Timothy 2:6
d. Be diligent, not lazy — Romans 12:11
e. Do not love the world — 1 John 2:15; Luke 12:16–21
B. Give Willingly — v. 7, “willing”
a. Accepted by God — Exodus 25:2
b. Store treasure in heaven — Luke 12:33; 2 Timothy 4:8
c. First offer oneself — 2 Corinthians 8:2, 5
d. Have an upright heart — 1 Chronicles 29:17
e. Beware of heavenly fire — 1 Corinthians 3:15
C. Bless Others — v. 8, “do many kinds of good deeds”
a. The purpose of blessing — Genesis 12:2
b. God’s policy — John 6:9
c. Work with the Lord — 1 Corinthians 3:9
d. Believe in the great God — Romans 4:17; Psalm 95:3
e. If one believes, one practices the word — James 2:16–17
(VI) Believers’ Simple Life — Hebrews 11:8–10
A. Be Content in Whatever Circumstances Arise — v. 9, “sojourner”
a. No need for extravagant desires — Philippians 4:11
b. For temporary use — Ecclesiastes 5:15
c. Contentment brings constant joy — 1 Kings 17:5–7
d. Value life — Luke 12:15
e. The spirit of Christ — 2 Thessalonians 3:5; Luke 2:12
B. Be Practical — v. 9, “tents”
a. Suit the need — Hebrews 11:9
b. Only then does it count as faithfulness — 1 Corinthians 4:1–2
c. Have a good testimony — 1 Corinthians 9:23
d. For God’s glory — 1 Corinthians 10:31
e. Be a good citizen — Matthew 17:26–27
C. Prepare to Move Home — v. 10, “city”
a. Travel light, ready to leave — John 14:3
b. Home is in heaven — Hebrews 11:16
c. Give up dirty money — Matthew 5:11–12
d. Do not sell your soul — Luke 4:8
e. “Even in enjoyment, remember Shu” (樂當思蜀) — John 18:36
(VII) Christians’ Way of Dealing With the World — Colossians 4:5
A. Be Careful in Your Conduct — Ephesians 5:15
a. Give less offense to others — Colossians 4:6; Judges 8:1–3
b. Gain more friends — Matthew 5:41–42
c. Keep away from the wicked — 2 Corinthians 6:14
d. Do not assist evil — 2 Chronicles 19:2
e. Fear the true God — Proverbs 3:7–10; Job 1:1
B. Do More Good Deeds — Colossians 1:9–10
a. A good person belonging to the Lord — Acts 11:24
b. Driven by God’s nature — Ephesians 2:10; Luke 19:8
c. Do good for the Lord — Acts 10:38
d. Continually offer the sacrifice of good deeds — Hebrews 13:16
e. God protects good people — Acts 10:4–5
C. Attend to Your Own Affairs — 1 Thessalonians 4:11
a. Meddle less in others’ affairs — 2 Chronicles 35:20–24
b. Only then is one a faithful servant — 1 Peter 4:10
c. Do honest work — Ephesians 4:28; Acts 20:34
d. Should fulfill one’s duty — Ephesians 6:20
e. Awaken to do good — 1 Corinthians 15:34; Psalm 23:3
(VIII) Rethinking Interpersonal Relationships — Acts 2:43–47
A. Love of High Quality — v. 45, “distribute”
a. God’s love — 1 Samuel 18:1
b. Only then can one be forbearing toward others — 1 Corinthians 13:7; Acts 9:26–27
c. Receive the Holy Spirit — Romans 5:5; 1 John 4:19–20; Luke 9:54
d. Treat others with love — John 13:34–35
e. Respond to the Lord’s love — John 15:13; Luke 15:1; Luke 23:42
B. Self-Emptying Sincerity — v. 46, “with one heart and mind”
a. Treat one another humbly and sincerely — Philippians 2:7
b. Only then can one move people — Acts 16:33–34. Mencius: “There has never been anyone of utmost sincerity who did not move others” (Mencius, Li Lou, Part One).
c. Do not tell lies — John 4:17
d. Let yes be yes — Matthew 5:37
e. Must become a new person — 2 Corinthians 5:17
C. Genuine Devotion — v. 46, “sincere and joyful”
a. Plain for all to see — Philippians 2:22
b. Only then does one have credibility — 1 Timothy 4:15–16
c. Train in godliness — 1 Timothy 4:8
d. “Move one’s home three times” — 2 Timothy 2:22–23
e. “Do not make plans together” — 2 Peter 3:17; Genesis 39:9
(IX) Principles of Church Service — 1 Timothy 3:14–15
A. Must Serve According to the Gracious Calling — 1 Peter 4:10
a. Each take the proper place — Acts 6:3–4, 7
b. Only then does God work — 1 Corinthians 3:6; Romans 11:29
c. Seek the greater gifts — 1 Corinthians 12:31
d. Must not form factions — 1 Corinthians 1:10
e. Must receive the Holy Spirit — 1 Corinthians 12:11; Acts 19:1–2
B. Exalt the Lord — Luke 1:46
a. The Holy Spirit’s desire — John 16:14; Acts 10:46–47
b. Only then does it count as spiritual — Philippians 1:8, 20
c. Willing to be the Lord’s servant — Luke 1:38, 46
d. Always give thanks — Psalm 69:30
e. Glorify the Lord sincerely — Psalm 34:2–3
C. Ought to Offer Oneself — Romans 6:13
a. First offer oneself — 2 Corinthians 8:5
b. Only then does it count as service — Romans 12:1; 1 Thessalonians 1:9
c. Wholeheartedly willing — Genesis 22:9
d. Serve gladly — Psalm 100:2
e. Only then can one be sanctified — Romans 6:22; 14:8
Translation note
All nine available outlines and every subpoint are translated, including all quoted expressions, references, and the Mencius quotation. The source cites Philippians 1:14–18 for section III while its verse glosses do not all correspond to that passage; the reference and glosses are preserved without substitution. Other references, including “Numbers 18;24,” remain as supplied. The adapted proverb 樂當思蜀 is rendered literally and retained in Chinese rather than silently replaced with its more familiar opposite. Apparent typos 神性所軀 and 賜福之的 are read contextually as driven by God’s nature and the purpose of blessing.
Reading 29
Everyone Proclaims the Word — Training Outline
Everyone Proclaims the Word
— Training Outline
Rev. David Tsang
Everyone Proclaims the Word — Rev. David Tsang
(I) Why Proclaim the Word? (Romans 10:14)
1. Reasons for Proclaiming the Word — 2 Timothy 4:1–6
A. God’s Judgment Is Near (v. 1, “judgment”)
a. The Lord will surely come soon ( Revelation 22:20; Genesis 6:11)
b. God protects those who proclaim the Word (2 Peter 2:5)
c. Walk with God (Genesis 5:21-22)
d. Know God’s intention (Romans 2:4;2 Peter 3:9)
e. Fulfill your responsibility (Matthew 24:14;1 Corinthians 9:16-17)
B. Entrusted with the Lord’s Commission (v. 2, “devote yourself”)
a. He sends us as ambassadors of the kingdom of heaven (2 Corinthians 5:19-20)
b. He also gives us gifts (2 Timothy 1:6)
c. Be the Lord’s faithful servants (2 Timothy 2:2;4:11)
d. Keep the commission firmly in mind (Acts 26:19)
C. The Needs of the Sacred Work (v. 6, “the time has come”)
a. The Lord has a plan (John 21:15)
b. The Lord has set a time limit (Acts 13:36;Ecclesiastes 3:1)
c. Accept the call (1 Kings 19:21)
d. Everyone should cleanse themselves (2 Timothy 2:21)
e. God uses only saints (Isaiah 6:5-8)
(II) Proclaim the Complete Word (Colossians 1:25)
2. Believe That the True God Exists (John 1:1)
A. People Can Know God Directly (Job 19:25)
a. God speaks within people’s hearts (Romans 1:19)
b. God can work within people’s hearts (Philippians 2:13)
c. People need to keep a conscience free from blame (Acts 24:16)
d. Love God sincerely (Psalm 116:1)
e. God can influence people’s decisions (Proverbs 21:1)
B. People Will Pretend Not to Know God (Romans 1:21)
a. God gives people the right to decide (Psalm 14:1)
b. People ignore God because of pride (Psalm 10:4)
c. People should choose to turn from evil and do good (Ezekiel 18:21)
d. Revere and love God sincerely (John 4:24;Psalm 85:10)
e. Those who pretend to be ignorant will become psychologically distorted (Romans 1:21-24)
C. People Can Know God through Reasoning (Romans 1:20)
a. God has left revelation in nature (Psalm 19:1)
b. People have trustworthy evidence (Acts 17:31)
c. Seek God (Acts 17:27)
d. Accept God’s revelation (Hebrews 1:1-2)
e. Those who believe can know that revelation is reliable (Isaiah 40:22)
3. Believe That Jesus Is the Christ (Luke 2:11)
A. This Is God’s Revelation (Matthew 16:16-17)
a. Direct revelation (John 9:36-37)
b. Evident truth (John 12:11)
c. Honest people can know (John 1:49)
d. Guard the eyes of the heart (2 Corinthians 4:4)
e. Practice the truth (John 3:21)
B. The Manifestation of the Lord’s Resurrection (Romans 1:4)
a. The Lord’s resurrection convinces people (John 7:5;1 Corinthians 15:7;Galatians 1:19)
b. Many eyewitnesses bear testimony (1 Corinthians 15:6)
c. Bow to the truth (Acts 9:5,22)
d. Be justified and receive life (Romans 4:25;5:18)
e. Live together with the Lord (Acts 8:36-38;Romans 6:4)
C. The Witness of Life (Acts 4:33)
a. A change of life (Matthew 26:74;Acts 4:13)
b. Only God can change people (Romans 7:24-25)
c. Become a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17)
d. Live out the Lord’s life (Galatians 2:20)
e. Only those who obey God belong to the Lord (Acts 5:32;Romans 8:9)
4. Know Humanity’s Problem (Hebrews 9:27)
A. There Is an Already Determined Fate (John 3:18)
a. People are under the power of death (Romans 5:14)
b. The Lord has destroyed the power of death (Hebrews 2:14)
c. Choose to become a servant of righteousness (Romans 6:16)
d. Win the battle over fate (Revelation 3:5)
e. Choose a good fate (John 5:29)
B. The Price of Sin Must Be Paid (Romans 6:23)
a. Those who bring evil upon themselves cannot live (Numbers 14:37)
b. God will not tolerate sin (2 Peter 2:5)
c. People should honestly confess their sins (1 John 1:8-9)
d. Turn away from evil deeds (2 Chronicles 7:14)
e. The Lord is willing to be the scapegoat (John 1:29;Isaiah 53:5)
C. After Death There Is Still Judgment (Revelation 20:12)
a. God will judge all peoples (Psalm 8:7-8)
b. The lake of fire is an outcome (Revelation 20:10,15)
c. Have holiness and godliness (2 Peter 3:11)
d. Resolve to please the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:9;John 5:22)
e. Escape disaster early (Matthew 3:5-8;Genesis 5:22)
5. Understand God’s Way of Saving People (Galatians 4:4-5)
A. Let People Know They Cannot Save Themselves (v. 4, “the time was fulfilled”)
a. Let people experience failure (Matthew 14:29-31;Romans 7:22-25)
b. Only when destitute will people return to their roots (Luke 15:17-18)
c. Have an understanding of oneself (Romans 7:18-19)
d. Rely on grace for salvation (Ephesians 2:8-9)
e. Do not consider yourself righteous (Isaiah 64:6)
B. Through the Method of the Word Becoming Flesh (v. 4, “born of a woman”)
a. God is with us (Matthew 1:21-23)
b. There is only one mediator (1 Timothy 2:5)
c. By relying on the Lord, one can sign the new covenant (Hebrews 7:22;John 3:16;Ephesians 3:17)
d. Accept the Lord’s deliverance (Luke 19:10)
e. The mediator must be sinless (Hebrews 4:15)
C. Transform People through Sacrificial Love (1 John 4:19)
a. Believe and obey God because of love (John 3:16)
b. Only by loving God can one be called (Romans 8:28)
c. Be willing to be adopted into the Lord’s household (Romans 5:18)
d. Appreciate the Lord’s great love (John 15:13)
e. Honest people can love God (Psalm 85:10;John 1:49)
6. Have Saving Faith (Galatians 5:6)
A. Faith Willing to Repent (Mark 1:15)
a. Repentance begins faith (Acts 19:4)
b. Only after repentance is the heart right (Acts 8:21-22)
c. Understand the definition of sin (Psalm 32:5)
d. Believe the teaching of repentance (Luke 24:47)
e. Those whose hearts are right do not stumble (2 Corinthians 11:3)
B. Obedient Faith (Romans 1:5)
a. Obey God’s commands (Romans 16:26)
b. Those who obey receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:32)
c. Believing and obeying is surrender (Acts 9:4;2 Corinthians 2:14)
d. There is no need to ask why (Luke 5:5)
e. Be like someone seeking rescue (2 Kings 5:14)
C. Faith That Does Not Rely on Sight (2 Corinthians 5:7)
a. Eternity cannot be seen with the eyes (2 Corinthians 4:18)
b. God’s kingdom cannot be seen with the eyes (Luke 17:20-21)
c. Believe trustworthy evidence (Romans 1:20;Acts 17:31)
d. Know that the senses are unreliable (Isaiah 11:3;1 Corinthians 2:9)
e. Wise people do not rely on what their eyes see (Hebrews 11:27)
7. Seek the Blessings of Believing in the Lord (Luke 1:45)
A. Have God-given Peace (Matthew 14:27)
a. Have complete peace (Acts 16:25)
b. It comes from the Lord (Romans 5:11)
c. One must please the Lord (Luke 2:14)
d. Magnify the Lord in the heart (Luke 1:46-47)
e. Receive the Lord’s life (Matthew 11:28-29)
B. Have Abundant Life (John 10:10)
a. Live in Christ (Colossians 2:9-10)
b. Christ lives in me (Philippians 1:21;1 John 4:17)
c. Be crucified with the Lord (Galatians 2:20)
d. Learn the heavenly Father’s ways (Luke 6:36;Matthew 5:48)
e. Heed the Holy Spirit’s guidance (Acts 11:24)
C. Have the Hope of Eternal Life (John 3:16)
a. Reign together with the Lord (Revelation 22:5)
b. There are different kinds of eternal life (John 5:29)
c. One must become holy (Acts 26:18)
d. Be a new self (1 Timothy 6:19)
e. Only knowing and doing brings benefit (Mark 10:17,22)
8. Fulfill the Responsibility of Salvation (Acts 2:37-42)
A. Follow the Holy Spirit’s Prompting (Acts 2:37)
a. Carry out the Lord’s instructions (Acts 9:6)
b. Only then can one accept Christ (1 Corinthians 12:3)
c. Do not cut corners (Acts 38-42)
d. Pray in accordance with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 6:18)
e. Add practicing the Word to understanding it (Luke 15:17-18)
B. Be Baptized into Christ (Galatians 3:27)
a. Become one body with the Lord (1 Corinthians 12:13)
b. Eternal life is hidden in the Lord (Romans 6:23)
c. Meet the requirements for baptism (Acts 2:36-38)
d. Do not continue in sin (Romans 6:1-3)
e. Have the baptism that washes away sins (Acts 22:16)
C. Pursue Becoming Holy (2 Timothy 2:21)
a. Dedicate yourself as a servant of righteousness (Romans 6:19)
b. Only then is the outcome eternal life (Romans 6:22)
c. Attain the Lord’s standard (Philippians 3:12)
d. Work out your salvation (Philippians 2:12)
e. One must not sin deliberately (Hebrews 10:26)
(III) How to Proclaim the Lord’s Word (2 Timothy 4:5)
9. Proclaim the Word of God’s Kingdom (Romans 14:17)
A. Submit to God’s Righteousness (Romans 10:3)
a. Righteousness is God’s nature (1 John 1:9)
b. The unrighteous are not saved (1 Corinthians 6:9)
c. Receive righteousness through faith (Romans 3:22)
d. Be a righteous person (Genesis 6:9)
e. The Lord paid the price because of righteousness (Isaiah 53:11)
B. People Must Be Reconciled to God (Romans 5:1)
a. Restore a relationship of love (Romans 5:8;1 John 4:19)
b. Sin separates God and people (Isaiah 59:2)
c. Through Christ’s death (Romans 5:10)
d. Return the glory to God (Isaiah 43:7;Romans 3:23;1 Corinthians 10:31)
e. Receive the peace of forgiven sins (Psalm 32:5)
C. Receive God’s Joy (Psalm 51:12)
a. Joy that comes from God (Psalm 64:10)
b. It is not affected by circumstances (Acts 5:41)
c. One must dedicate oneself as a living sacrifice (Psalm 43:4)
d. Rely on the Lord and rejoice always (Philippians 4:4)
e. Turning to the Lord brings true joy (Acts 8:39)
10. Choosing a Sermon Topic (Acts 20:20)
A. A Topic Suited to the Audience (Acts 24:25)
a. Suited to the needs at the time (John 4:14)
b. Easy for the other person to accept (Acts 8:34-36)
c. Have spiritual insight (John 3:3)
d. Seek the audience’s benefit (Romans 15:2)
e. The benefit is salvation (1 Corinthians 10:33)
B. Be Faithful to God’s Message (Jeremiah 1:7)
a. Do not fear offending the audience (Jeremiah 42:21-22)
b. Seek to win God’s heart (Galatians 1:10)
c. Seek future glory (Romans 8:18)
d. Be a worker who has no cause for shame (2 Timothy 2:15)
e. Only the Lord’s Word can endure forever (1 Peter 1:25)
C. Follow the Holy Spirit’s Prompting (Acts 21:10-11)
a. Keep God’s burden in the heart (Isaiah 15:1)
b. Become God’s mouthpiece (Luke 2:27-33)
c. Wait patiently for God (Luke 2:37-38)
d. Guard against conveying messages recklessly (Jeremiah 28:16-17)
e. One must not offend the Holy Spirit (Matthew 12:32)
11. Rules for Sermons (Colossians 1:28)
A. Proceed from the Known to the Unknown (Acts 10:38-42)
a. Base new knowledge on previous knowledge (Acts 13:35-38)
b. The method the Lord used (John 3:14-15)
c. Add engagement with the world to transcendence of it (Matthew 6:30-33)
d. Be a good shepherd (John 10:14)
e. Know God’s original intention (Matthew 19:8)
B. The Message Must Be Orderly (Luke 24:27)
a. Everything must be reasonable (Acts 25:27)
b. God requires people to be reasonable (Jonah 4:9)
c. Have a theme and subthemes (Acts 2:14,16,36,38)
d. What is said must be reasonable (Titus 2:1)
e. Be a worker who has no cause for shame (2 Timothy 2:15)
C. Make the Teaching Concrete (Luke 10:29,36-37)
a. Give examples to explain the truth (Luke 15:1-32)
b. Examples have persuasive power (Mark 3:1-4)
c. Have experience of life (Luke 11:10-13)
d. One must be familiar with the Bible (Ezra 7:10)
e. God eliminates those who are not committed (Matthew 13:10-11)
12. Adapt Teaching to the Learner (1 Corinthians 9:22)
A. Speak to Unbelievers about Being Born Again (John 3:3)
a. First be justified, then receive life (Romans 5:18)
b. Only then can one enter God’s kingdom (John 3:5)
c. One must be justified by faith (Romans 3:28)
d. Seek saving faith (Romans 1:5)
e. Those who follow the Lord receive eternal life (John 10:27-28)
B. Speak to Believers about Sanctification (2 Timothy 2:21)
a. Believers must become servants of righteousness (Romans 6:19)
b. Salvation is a process (1 Peter 2:1-2)
c. Work out your salvation (Philippians 2:12)
d. Rely on the Holy Spirit in your conduct (Galatians 5:25)
e. Strive to enter the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 11:12;7:13-14)
C. Proclaim Hope to the Saints (Romans 8:23-24)
a. God’s kingdom does not belong to the world (John 18:36)
b. The inheritance is stored in heaven (Acts 26:18;1 Peter 1:4)
c. Love the Lord’s appearing (2 Timothy 4:8)
d. Be like a citizen of heaven (Philippians 3:20-21)
e. Escape the judgment of fire (2 Peter 3:10-13)
13. A Message That Opens Up the Word (Psalm 119:130)
A. Find the Spiritual Meaning of the Passage (John 3:4-8)
a. Do not assume you are right (1 Peter 2:9;Hebrews 13:15-16)
b. Lest you cause people to stumble (Psalm 1:3)
c. Seek to know the original-language meaning (1 Chronicles 4:10)
d. Do not pass errors on as truth (Acts 16:31)
e. Believe that God’s words are without error (Genesis 27:39)
B. Make People’s Hearts Burn (Luke 24:32)
a. The true Word produces spiritual life (Acts 18:25)
b. The spirit of the text is the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 3:6)
c. Faithfully explain the true Word (2 Timothy 2:15)
d. Begin with Scripture and proclaim Jesus (Acts 8:35)
e. Those who have suffered respect the Word (Psalm 119:67)
C. One Must Interpret Scripture through Scripture (John 4:14;7:37-39)
a. Remove the cultural outer garment (1 Corinthians 11:5;Numbers 5:18-19)
b. Culture often changes (2 Corinthians 13:12)
c. Proclaim the enduring gospel (1 Peter 1:25)
d. Be filled with the Holy Spirit (John 16:13)
e. The Word is spirit and life (John 6:63)
14. A Message of Life (John 15:27)
A. Experience Jesus Personally (Acts 1:22)
a. Proclaim knowledge gained through experience (Luke 24:8-10)
b. Proclamation must carry conviction (Luke 24:33-35)
c. Truly fellowship with the Lord (Acts 27:21-26)
d. Have a positive testimony (1 Peter 2:20)
e. The spiritual realm exists (John 4:24)
B. Confirm That the Gospel Is Trustworthy (2 Peter 1:16-18)
a. Miracles confirm the Lord’s Word (Mark 16:20)
b. Testimonies readily persuade people (Acts 15:12)
c. Aim to glorify God (Luke 17:15)
d. Do not glorify yourself (Luke 18:9-14)
e. Silence surpasses words (John 12:11)
C. Have the Holy Spirit Working Together with You (Acts 1:8)
a. The Holy Spirit enables people to understand the Word (Acts 16:14)
b. The Holy Spirit gives people a message (Matthew 10:20)
c. Have the spirit that comes from God (1 Corinthians 2:12-13)
d. Accept the Holy Spirit’s prompting (1 Thessalonians 5:19-20)
e. Sow in accordance with the Holy Spirit (Galatians 6:8)
15. A Sound Message (Titus 2:1)
A. Proclaim the Teaching You Know (John 3:11)
a. Teaching you have already understood (Acts 8:30-35)
b. Only then can you build up the audience (1 Corinthians 14:3,9 0
c. Truly know the Lord (Ephesians 1:17-20)
d. Understand what you yourself are saying (Luke 9:33)
e. Acknowledge your own ignorance (1 Corinthians 8:2)
B. Teaching That Comes from God (1 Corinthians 2:13)
a. Knowledge of experiencing God (1 Peter 1:16-18)
b. It concerns the salvation of the soul (1 Corinthians 2:12)
c. Seek the Holy Spirit’s partnership (1 Corinthians 2:4)
d. Know the Lord’s mystery (Ephesians 3:4)
e. Choose to walk the narrow road of eternal life (Matthew 7:13-14)
C. The Word That Has Not Been Altered (2 Corinthians 4:2)
a. The Word of repentance and forgiveness of sins (Luke 24:47)
b. It is what Jesus proclaimed (Mark 1:15)
c. Willingly endure persecution (Galatians 5:11)
d. Rely on the Holy Spirit to guard the true Word (2 Timothy 1:14)
e. Those who alter the Word belong to the devil (Matthew 4:6; Psalm 91:11-12)
Translation note
This is the complete supplied training outline: all fifteen lessons, their subpoints, verse fragments and references are retained. Scripture quotations that are not present in the source have not been added. The separate title-page wording and the repeated main title and author credit are preserved.
Translation note
The source references are retained even where malformed or potentially mismatched. In lesson 8, “Acts 38–42” supplies no chapter. In lesson 15, “1 Corinthians 14:3,9 0” is malformed and has an unmatched parenthesis; “1 Peter 1:16–18” also remains as printed rather than being substituted from a similar passage. The source’s Psalm 8:7–8 citation under judgment of all peoples is likewise unchanged.
Translation note
The wording “different kinds of eternal life,” the psychological assertion about pretending not to know God, and all conditions the author places on salvation are preserved as the author’s claims. 過房 is translated as adoption into another household, retaining the original family-transfer image.
Reading 30
The Principles of Proclamation — Bible Study Outline
“The Principles of Proclamation” — Bible Study Outline
Rev. David Tsang
1. New Vision (John 9:25)
A. There Is a Creator (Genesis 1:1)
a) He created all things (Isaiah 44:24)
b) He is above all gods (Psalm 95:3)
c) Stop pretending to be ignorant (Romans 1:20-21)
B. Jesus Is the Son of God (Matthew 16:16)
a) Jesus is God (John 14:9)
b) The only road to heaven (Romans 1:4;John 14:6)
c) Magnify Jesus (Luke 1:46)
C. People Must Answer to God (Ecclesiastes 12:14)
a) Acknowledge having sinned against God (Psalm 32:1-2;2 Kings 1:1; Judges 20:16;Genesis 4:13)
b) Those who sin must die (Romans 6:23;Ephesians 2:1;2 Corinthians 5:1;Revelation 19:14-15)
c) Bear the fruit of repentance (Matthew 3:8;Acts 2:38)
Memory verse: Revelation 3:18
2. A New Way of Being a Person (1 Samuel 10:6)
A. The Prodigal Son Returns to His Father’s Home (Luke 15:18)
a) Be reconciled to God (Romans 5:10)
b) Receive abundance (John 10:10;Luke 15:22-23)
c) Stop wandering away (Psalm 16:2)
B. Take Jesus as Lord (Romans 10:9)
a) Follow the Lord’s words (Luke 5:4)
b) Only then can one enter the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 7:21)
c) Crucify the self on the cross (Galatians 2:20)
C. Receive the Status of God’s Children (Romans 8:23)
a) Receive a spiritual body (1 Corinthians 15:44)
b) Flesh cannot enter God’s kingdom (1 Corinthians 15:50;6:9)
c) Await the Savior’s return (Philippians 3:20-21)
Memory verse: 2 Corinthians 5:17
3. New Commitment (Luke 9:62)
A. Live for the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:14-15)
a) The result of turning to the Lord (1 Thessalonians 1:9)
b) Have the Lord’s commission (1 Peter 2:9)
c) Offer spiritual sacrifices (1 Peter 2:5;Hebrews 13:15-16)
B. Dedication to Full-time Service (1 Samuel 3:8,19)
a) Have a vision for proclaiming the gospel (Isaiah 6:8; Acts 26:19-20)
b) Have the Holy Spirit’s anointing (Acts 9:15-18)
c) Have a clean conscience (2 Timothy 2:15)
C. Give Money for the Lord (Malachi 3:10)
a) Responsibility and love (Hebrews 13:16;Matthew 2:11)
b) Sow much and reap much (2 Corinthians 9:6;1 Kings 17:13-15;Philippians 4:18-19))
c) Practice the Word out of love for the Lord (John 14:15;Luke 6:38)
Memory verse: Romans 12:1-2
4. True Salvation (Romans 1:17;James 2:19)
A. Become the Lord’s Disciples (Matthew 28:19-20)
a) Be in the Lord (Romans 6:23;Galatians 3:27;Romans 3:24)
b) Become righteous people (Romans 6:19;1 John 3:7;Philippians 2:12)
c) Await the Lord’s return (Philippians 3:20-21;Romans 8:23)
B. The Work of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:3)
a) Only those who have the Holy Spirit belong to the Lord (John 3:5;Acts 5:32;Romans 8:9)
b) The Holy Spirit is life (John 6:63;Romans 8:6)
c) Store the Lord’s words in the heart (Colossians 3:16-17;Ephesians 5:18-20)
C. Understand the Word and Practice It (2 Corinthians 3:6)
a) The Word is spiritual breath (John 3:8,63;Job 33:4;Psalm 104:30;33:6)
b) The spirit has energy that can cause shaking (Acts 4:31;Ezekiel 3:12;Job 34:20)
c) Act on the light of God’s words (Psalm 119:130;Philippians 2:13;James 2:17)
Memory verse: Titus 3:5-7
5. Mature Life (Ephesians 1:15-18;Colossians 1:3-5;1 Thessalonians 1:3)
A. Have Growing Faith (2 Thessalonians 1:3)
a) Be convinced in heart and in speech (Luke 5:5)
b) The presence of the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:32;1 Samuel 16:14)
c) Believe the Lord’s words (Romans 10:17;Romans 4:19-20;John 11:43)
B. Receive Love That Comes from God (Romans 5:5)
a) Seek the other person’s good (1 Corinthians 13:5;1 Kings 3:25-26)
b) The result of truly believing in the Lord (1 Timothy 1:5)
c) Respond to God’s love (1 John 4:19)
C. Hope Stored Up in Heaven (Hebrews 11:16)
a) It cannot be seen with the eyes (2 Corinthians 4:18)
b) Only then can one truly be saved (Romans 8:23-24)
c) One ought to train oneself in godliness (1 Timothy 4:8;1 Timothy 6:6;2 Peter 3:11)
Memory verse: 2 Peter 1:10-11
6. Truths That Must Be Understood (Luke 24:27)
A. The Key to Salvation (1 John 5:12)
a) People must believe in Jesus while alive (John 11:26)
b) Eternal life is in Jesus (1 John 5:11;Romans 6:23)
c) Those who follow the Lord receive eternal life (John 10:27-28)
B. The Motive for Saving People (John 3:16)
a) God’s love comes from the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:5)
b) God’s love moves people to practice the Word (John 21:15)
c) Express God’s love through action (John 14:15)
C. The Savior’s Intention (Matthew 28:19-20)
a) The Lord wants people to have new life (John 3:3)
b) The Lord wants disciples to serve as messengers (2 Corinthians 5:20)
c) The Lord wants messengers to practice His Word (James 1:22;Matthew 23:3)
Memory verse: Philippians 2:5
7. Commands to Be Kept (1 John 3:22)
A. Love One Another (1 John 3:23)
a) Love brothers in the Lord (1 John  4:21;1 Corinthians 5:11)
b) The distinguishing mark of disciples (John 13:34-35)
c) Have the love of the Lord Jesus (John 145:12-13;Luke 23:33-34;Matthew 23:13)
B. Carry Out the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20)
a) Proclaim wherever you go (John 4:7,13)
b) Learn and thereby come to know (Acts 18:25-26)
c) Seek God’s presence (Hebrews 12:14;2 Timothy 2:21)
C. Bear Witness for the Lord (Acts 1:8)
a) Bear witness that the Lord has risen (Acts 1:22;Romans 1:4)
b) Only with the Holy Spirit will there be results (Acts 11:24;1 Corinthians 12:3)
c) Seek God’s glory (Psalm 22:3;John 16:14;1 Corinthians 10:31;John 5:44)
Memory verse: Matthew 22:37-40
8. A Preacher’s Work of Teaching by Example (Philippians 2:15-16)
A. Be a Worker Who Has No Cause for Shame (2 Timothy 2:15)
a) Keep a conscience free from blame (Acts 24:16)
b) Only then is it possible to serve God (2 Timothy 1:3)
c) Receive the covering of the Lord’s blood (Hebrews 9:14;Psalm 32:1-2)
B. Have the Holy Spirit’s Power (Matthew 7:29)
a) Have authority when teaching (Matthew 7:29)
b) There is spiritual warfare (Ephesians 6:10-12)
c) A righteous person’s prayer has power (James 5:16;Mark 9:29)
C. Have the Witness of Life (John 12:11)
a) Be an example to believers (1 Timothy 4:12)
b) Only then is one worthy to shepherd the flock (1 Peter 5:1-3)
c) Experience the Savior personally (2 Peter 1:16)
Memory verse: 1 Corinthians 2:4
9. A Preacher’s Work of Teaching through Words (Titus 2:1)
A. Proclaim Only God’s Revelation (1 Corinthians 2:2)
a) A message that comes from the Lord (Galatians 1:11-12)
b) Only then can eternal life be given to people (John 5:39;Ephesians 1:13)
c) God’s words must be opened up (Psalm 119:130;2 Timothy 2:15)
B. Be Thoroughly Versed in God’s Word (Acts 18:26)
a) Life is in the “Word” (John 6:63;John 1:1-4)
b) The “Word” is the bread of life (John 6:35;Matthew 4:4)
c) Learn from the Lord’s example (Luke 24:27;Acts 8:35)
C. Be Faithful to the Spirit of Scripture (2 Corinthians 3:6)
a) The Holy Spirit’s meaning (1 Peter 2:9;Hebrews 13:15-16;Hebrews 9:10-11)
b) Do not add to or subtract from revelation (Revelation 22:18-19;Genesis 3:3;Genesis 27:39;Ephesians 5:18)
c) Do not take words out of context (Acts 16:31;Acts 2:38-39;Romans 3:24;Philippians 2:12;1 Peter 2:2)
Memory verse: 1 Timothy 4:16
10. Have True Life (1 Timothy 6:19)
A. Be True Disciples (Matthew 10:37-38)
a) Be united with the Lord (Ephesians 3:17;Acts 2:38)
b) Walk with the Lord (Matthew 16:24;1 Peter 2:21)
c) Be like the Lord (Acts 11:26;Philippians 2:5)
B. Be True Deacons (Acts 6:3)
a) Understand the Lord’s call (1 Corinthians 3:5;Romans 12:7)
b) Have pure motives (Colossians 3:23;1 Corinthians 9:23)
c) Have the fullness of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18;Acts 5:32)
C. Be True Elders (Titus 1:6)
a) Have the spirit of glory (後前4:14;1 Timothy 5:17)
b) Have a good example (1 Peter 5:3;2 Thessalonians 3:9)
c) Be willing to practice the truth (Titus 1:9;James 5:14)
Memory verse: John 1:47
11. Be Christians Who Engage with the World (Matthew 17:4,7)
A. Renew Culture (Romans 12:2)
a) Discard what is loss and escape darkness (Philippians 3:8-9;Romans 13:12)
b) Have new vision (2 Corinthians 4:4;Revelation 3:17-18)
c) Do not follow vanity (Jeremiah 10:3;Ecclesiastes 12:8)
B. Do Not Engage in Politics (John 6:15)
a) Do not oppose the government (Matthew 17:27;Romans 13:7)
b) Long for the heavenly home (Hebrews 11:9,16;2 Peter 3:7)
c) Join the “Jesus party” (Matthew 10:34-37;Romans 5:10)
C. Know the Spiritual Realm (Ephesians 6:12)
a) Spirits exist (Job 4:15;Romans 1:20)
b) When light comes, darkness is removed (Luke 22:53;John 9:5;John 18:6)
c) Guard against an angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:14;John 14:6;Galatians 1:8)
Memory verse: Matthew 10:16
12. An Accomplished Teacher Produces Outstanding Disciples (Luke 6:40)
A. Teaching about Being Born Again (John 3:5)
a) The crucial role of the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:32;Romans 8:9)
b) The reality of repentance (Mark 1:15;Psalm 32:1-2)
c) The importance of progress (1 Peter 2:2;1 Timothy 4:15-16)
B. Building a Family (Genesis 2:22-23)
a) Return to God’s principles (Ephesians 5:20-25;Ephesians 6:1-4)
b) Do not follow the world’s trends (Romans 12:2;1 Corinthians 6:9-10)
c) Love people with God’s love (John 13:34;1 Corinthians 13:4-8)
C. Cultivating Spiritual Life (Job 15:4)
a) The new-believer stage (1 Peter 2:2;Acts 17:11)
b) The mature stage (Acts 18:24-26;2 Corinthians 3:6)
c) The advanced stage (1 John 3:22;Psalm 1:1-3)
Memory verse: Jude  21
13. Be Shrewd as Snakes (Matthew 10:16)
A. The Knowledge Needed for Conducting Oneself (1 Corinthians 6:12)
a) Walk with God (Psalm 116:9;Micah 6:8)
b) Maintain a “bottom line” (Galatians 1:10;Genesis 39:9)
c) Have a sense of values (1 Timothy 6:6-7;1 Peter 3:2-4)
B. Lessons in Suffering (James 5:10)
a) Seek deliverance from evil (Matthew 6:13;1 Chronicles 4:10)
b) Endure in suffering (1 Peter 2:20-21;Hebrews 5:8)
c) Be a good soldier of Christ (2 Timothy 2:3;1 Peter 4:12-13)
C. The Art of Advancing and Withdrawing (John 7:6)
a) Act on God’s call (Genesis 12:1-2;Acts 9:15-17)
b) Be set apart as holy (1 Corinthians 6:17;Hebrews 11:24-27)
c) Wait for God’s timing (Isaiah 64:4;Romans 8:23-24)
Memory verse: Ephesians 5:15-16
14. A Dedicated Life (Romans 12:1)
A. Respond to God’s Call (Luke 5:8-11)
a) God calls people to follow (Matthew 16:24;1 Peter 2:21)
b) Only obedience counts as loving God (John 14:15;Mark 10:21-22)
c) Have joy in the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17;Acts 16:25-26)
B. Maintain a Heart of Dedication (2 Timothy 4:11)
a) Put one’s motives right (1 Corinthians 10:31;Colossians 3:23)
b) Pursue progress (Luke 2:46;Galatians 1:12,17-18)
c) Keep an enduring heart (Hebrews 12:1-4;1 Peter 5:7-10)
C. Live a Worthy Life (Ephesians 4:1)
a) To live is Christ (Philippians 1:21;Galatians 2:20)
b) Display the Word of life (Philippians 2:14-16;Matthew 5:16)
c) Learn the Lord’s ways (Philippians 2:5;1 Corinthians 11:1)
Memory verse: 1 Corinthians 6:19-20)
15. The Holy Spirit at Work (Zechariah 4:6)
A. Center on Christ (1 Corinthians 2:2)
a) Proclaim Christ (Acts 2:36; Acts 8:35)
b) The Holy Spirit works (Acts 2:37;John 16:14)
c) Magnify the Lord (Philippians 1:20;Luke 1:46-47)
B. Understand the Spirit of Scripture (2 Corinthians 3:6)
a) Follow the Holy Spirit’s original meaning (Philippians 2:12;1 Peter 2:2)
b) Only then can one receive new life (John 6:63;Acts 16:31)
c) Do not misrepresent God’s words (Psalm 1:3;1 Chronicles 4:10)
C. Have Christ’s Holiness (Colossians 1:22)
a) Do what the Lord does (1 John 4:17;2 Thessalonians 3:5)
b) God’s will (1 Thessalonians 4:3;Hebrews 12:14)
c) Practice God’s words (Psalm 119:9;John 15:3)
Memory verse: Philippians 4:13
16. Team Service (1 Corinthians 3:6)
A. Be United in the Lord (John 17:11)
a) One must be in the Lord (Philippians 4:2;2 Corinthians 6:14-15)
b) Unity comes from the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4:3;Acts 9:27,11:24)
c) Take the Lord’s heart as one’s own (Philippians 2:5;Acts 9:17-18)
B. Work Together According to Gifts (1 Peter 4:10)
a) Christians are “members of the body” (Romans 12:4-5;1 Corinthians 12:27-31)
b) Unity is strength (Exodus 17:8-13;Ephesians 4:16)
c) Bring glory to God (1 Peter 4:10-11;1 Corinthians 10:31)
C. Do the Work According to the Call (Acts 13:2-4)
a) No deliberation is needed (Genesis 12:1-4;Acts 9:17)
b) Only then will there be results (Acts 13:47-49;Acts 21:14,28:16)
c) Lay aside private wishes (Jonah 3:3;2 Timothy 4:11)
Memory verse: Ephesians 4:11-12
Translation note
This source consists of sixteen concise study outlines and memory-verse references. Every heading, subpoint and supplied reference is translated; no verse quotations are supplied in the source and none have been inserted from memory.
Translation note
The citation numbers and unusual source forms remain unchanged: John 3:8,63 has no verse 63 in that chapter; John 145:12–13 has no such chapter; and 後前4:14 does not identify a standard Bible book. The last malformed abbreviation remains in Chinese rather than being guessed. The source also supplies 1 Corinthians 6:17 in section 13, which has not been silently changed to a different book. Extra or unmatched parentheses in references are retained.
Translation note
The author’s assertions about salvation, spiritual breath, politics and ministry are translated as written.
Reading 31
Becoming a Spiritual Leader
Spiritual leaders differ from worldly leaders. J. Oswald Sanders, former head of the Overseas Missionary Fellowship, once compared the two as follows:
	Worldly leader	Spiritual leader
	Trusts himself	Trusts God
	Knows people	Also knows God
	Makes his own decisions	Seeks God’s will
	Has lofty ambitions	Humbles himself
	Devises his own methods	Seeks and follows God’s plan
	Likes directing others	Gladly obeys God
	Is motivated by self-interest	Is motivated by love for God and people
	Relies on himself	Relies on God

A good spiritual leader needs to pursue the following three areas:
(I) Spiritual Qualities
1. Have a Healthy Life
A. Love the Lord. Those who love the Lord will surely be willing to obey God (John 14:15) and will be loved by God. (Proverbs 8:17) Moved by love, those who love the Lord no longer live for themselves but live solely for the Lord. (2 Corinthians 5:15)
B. Love people. Those who love people will surely intercede for them often (Philippians 1:4), share good things with them (Luke 15:22–23), and be willing to forgive them. (Colossians 3:13–14)
C. Deny oneself. Those who deny themselves crucify their old self with the Lord every day. (Luke 9:23)
2. Have Good Credibility
A. Have God’s call. God’s call begins with God. (John 15:16) Only with confirmation by a third party is it authentic. (Matthew 16:16) Those whom God calls have God behind them and will surely overcome the powers of darkness. (Acts 19:15–16)
B. Have results in service. Because they have a good relationship with God and their prayers are accepted by Him, Christians of this kind can lead people to the Lord (Acts 2:41) and establish churches. (Philippians 4:15–16)
C. Have the witness of life. Christians’ lives must resemble the Lord’s for them to have a good testimony. Mother Teresa’s witness through her life once caused the United Nations ambassadors to stand in tribute.
D. Have rich experience. Those who keep learning as long as they live accumulate rich experience of life. Moses’ father-in-law taught him to delegate to others to improve the effectiveness of his work. (Exodus 18:22–24) Failure is the mother of success; therefore, experienced people must go through many setbacks before gaining experience of life.
E. Have academic cultivation. Paul had profound knowledge (2 Peter 3:16), because he often read books. Those with substantial academic cultivation can bring other highly educated people before the Lord. (1 Corinthians 9:22)
F. Have continuing commitment. This commitment withstands testing (Daniel 6:23) and is visible to everyone. (Joshua 24:15)
Those with the credibility described above inspire respect, so that people act without being ordered. Preachers without such credibility not only fail to lead people to believe in the Lord but also often accuse others of being hard-hearted. Those with credibility can win people’s trust and obedience; those without it find it difficult to be accepted.
3. Have the Holy Spirit’s Anointing
Being anointed by the Holy Spirit is a biblical teaching. (1 John 2:27) The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Jesus (Romans 8:9; 1 Peter 1:10–11), given by the Father to Jesus (Acts 2:33) and sent by Jesus. (John 15:26) The Holy Spirit’s work is to create (Psalm 33:6), renew (Titus 3:5), lead people to the Lord (1 Corinthians 12:3), and glorify Jesus. (John 16:14)
Christians must receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit and be filled with the Holy Spirit. The former means the person is in the Spirit; the latter means the Spirit is in the person. The former is God’s presence; the latter is obedience to God. The former is the person being given to Christ (Galatians 3:27); the latter is Christ being given to the person. (Ephesians 3:17)
Christians should rely on the Holy Spirit. (帖加5:25 [malformed source reference]) Those who rely on the Holy Spirit must empty themselves (Isaiah 6:5–11), experience brokenness (Isaiah 28:28), humbly obey (Isaiah 57:15), and wait for God. (Isaiah 40:31)
(II) A Right Philosophy
Philosophy is a person’s thinking. Thinking is more important than technique. The ancients said, “Those who labor with their minds govern others; those who labor with their strength are governed by others.” An influential preacher must have a right philosophy. The following are two very important philosophical principles:
1. Give God Priority
The Lord Jesus values priorities, because they affect how things turn out. (Matthew 6:33) Christians must conform to biblical principles when making decisions. God gives people the right to decide for themselves. Factors influencing decisions are cellular factors, background and environment. People should decide according to their values, rather than feelings, because feelings are the fruit of values. For example, for someone who has quit smoking, the conviction that one should not smoke is a value, while displeasure at the smell of smoke is its fruit.
People often make a free decision between “Stimulus” and “Response.” Human conduct results from people’s decisions, rather than being a product of the environment. People should choose the right decisions:
	Right	Wrong
	Be an example	Be a critic
	Be a problem-solver	Be a problem-maker
	Improve shortcomings	Complain about circumstances

Christians should have right principles in dealing with life. Only those who live according to right principles gain long-term benefits. A carpenter’s principle is “Measure twice, then saw once.” A muddle-headed doctor once sawed off a patient’s good leg because he did not follow a principle. The wise do the right things; the foolish do things right. Those who have priorities distinguish whether matters are urgent and important, and then devote their energy to what is important but not urgent (#2). See the following table:
	Importance	Urgent	Not urgent
	Important	#1: Crises; serious problems; tasks coming due	#2: Prevention; building relationships; recognizing new opportunities
	Not important	#3: Unexpected telephone calls; mail and reports; meetings; rare activities	#4: Trivial matters; pleasant matters; sending letters; telephone calls

Successful people put their priorities into their plans, rather than looking for priorities within their plans.
2. Seek a Win-win Outcome
The Bible teaches us not to look only to our own affairs, but also to the affairs of others. (Philippians 2:4) Interactions between people can have the following possible outcomes:
A. Winning only for oneself: sweeping only the snow in front of one’s own door.
B. One wins and one loses: gambling.
C. Both lose: two goats meet on a single-log bridge and neither gives way.
D. Both win: a blind person carries a lame person as they travel.
In seeking a win-win outcome, one must see the problem from the other person’s perspective, identify the key issue, understand the bottom line, and have a plan for reaching the goal. Conflicts between people can be handled in the following ways:
Competition: insisting on one’s own way.
Avoidance: a delaying tactic.
Accommodation: yielding to seek peace.
Compromise: bargaining.
Win-win: everyone is happy.
(III) Skills for Service
Skills are not inborn; they are mastered through practice. Skills include abilities and gifts. Abilities and gifts are like the muscles of the human body: only through training can they become strong. The following are various skills an influential preacher should practice:
1. Communication: “Communication” opens the channels between people to avoid misunderstandings and thereby improve their relationship.
A. Listening: According to experts’ research reports, people use 70% of their waking time communicating with others. Listening accounts for 45%. Listening is a discipline. While listening to another person, one must correctly hear the content, understand the meaning, and, beyond that, hear the feelings. Once I accompanied a woman to the hospital to visit her hospitalized husband. I said to her, “Your husband’s hospitalization is not necessarily a bad thing.” Surprised, she asked, “You say this is not a bad thing?” I said, “That’s right.” She asked again, “You mean being hospitalized is a good thing for my husband?” I answered, “Exactly.” She asked again, “Are you a little glad my husband is hospitalized?” I said, “Because we know each other well, I am telling you my feelings. I am a little glad, because when people reach the end of their resources, they return to their roots. This time your husband will truly believe in Jesus.” (As I expected, that brother later believed, was baptized and joined the church.) When listening, one must hear not only the meaning behind the words but also the feelings within them. Liang Shanbo failed to hear the feelings in Zhu Yingtai’s words; as a result, he made a grave mistake and regretted it for the rest of his life.
When listening, listen to the content and do not pay too much attention to the speaker’s appearance. Give weight to the speaker’s opinions, principles and viewpoints, and less weight to details or events. Concentrate while listening, and remember that the same form (form) may have several meanings (meaning).
B. Building bridges. A bridge exists to cross a gulf. Today many invisible gulfs prevent people from getting along. Common ones include the “generation gap,” “cultural gap” and “racial gap.” The following points help in crossing these gaps:
a) Take an interest in the other person’s interests. The psychologist Adler said, “The person who takes no interest in others has the greatest difficulties in life and causes the greatest harm to others. All human failures occur among people of this kind.”
b) Be polite; know how to appreciate and thank the other person. Lüshina (呂士納) said, “Courtesy is the quality that does not see the broken gate but notices the flowers in the garden beyond it.” A person who appreciates others sees that the glass is half full and can give thanks for it. Once a subordinate of Rockefeller caused the company to lose a million in business. Rockefeller instead thanked the subordinate for saving 60% of his capital.
c) Encourage the other person to speak, and show more concern for their problems. Conversation centered on another person’s good expresses love and is also the most effective way to break down barriers between people.
d) Use appropriate words and “I” statements. For example, the prodigal son says, “I have sinned against you and also against heaven,” rather than saying, “Why did you not send someone to visit us!” A “you” statement gives the impression that only the speaker is right and everyone else is wrong. For example, a wife says to her husband, “Why didn’t you call home?” This is a “you” statement. If changed to an “I” statement—“When you did not call home, I was thinking of you with great concern”—the communication would be more effective.
e) Be transparent and have a sense of humor. Transparency enables the other person to trust you. Humor can ease a tense atmosphere.
f) Pray for the other person and build a relationship. Seek the other person’s greatest good. Human hearts are made of flesh. Love can remove hostility between people.
g) Admit it when you are wrong. When the other person is wrong, choose an indirect and tactful hint. When you see that someone’s tie and suit colors do not match, do not say, “These do not match.” Instead say, “This tie would match a suit of another color better.”
h) Use suggestions instead of commands. Protect the other person’s self-respect. Everyone has self-respect and hopes for a sense of achievement. Therefore, allowing people room to exercise their abilities is a powerful motivator. Everyone needs to save face. Not putting the other person in a position from which they cannot gracefully retreat is courteous. Once a young man asked me whether he should tell a visiting speaker that his trouser zipper was not done up. To protect the speaker’s dignity, I told the young man not to announce it, but only to whisper it to him.
i) Praise even the other person’s small progress. Do not gossip maliciously. The late Harvard professor James said, “Compared with what we ought to achieve, we are only half awake, because we use only a small part of our physical and mental resources.” Praise can call forth the marvelous ability hidden within a person.
j) Awaken the other person’s noble motives. A person’s heart has both good and evil sides. When the good side is awakened, the person can do the right thing. Once Rockefeller Jr. wanted photographers to stop photographing his children. He told them, “You have children too, and you know that too much publicity is not good for children.” As a result, Rockefeller Jr. successfully persuaded the reporters.
k) See things from the other person’s perspective. Dale Carnegie said, “When I go fishing, I do not consider what I want; I consider what the fish want.”
l) Do not criticize the other person. Rather than criticizing people, understand, sympathize with, tolerate and forgive them. A person’s greatness is shown in how they treat those who are lowly.
2. Delegation: “Delegation” means entrusting responsibilities to trustworthy people. (2 Timothy 2:2) When Moses led the Israelites in the wilderness, his responsibilities were too heavy. He therefore listened to his father-in-law Jethro’s advice and delegated work to leaders of thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. (Exodus 18:25) The New Testament also teaches us to equip the saints, each fulfilling their responsibility, to build up Christ’s body. (Ephesians 4:11–12) An influential preacher must train people to accomplish God’s work. Mencius said, “If the benevolent and worthy are not trusted, the state will be empty.” One must not act hastily in appointing subordinates. (1 Timothy 5:22) Those being appointed must be tested. (1 Timothy 3:10) The scope of responsibility should also be set out in writing at the time of appointment to avoid misunderstanding. Those who accept an appointment must have God’s call, rather than doing it out of personal obligation. The person delegating should give the appointee authority and advice. Mr. Moody once said, “I would rather train one thousand people to work than be able to do the work of one thousand people myself.”
3. Service: A preacher should serve God according to God’s call and their own gifts.
	Common difficulty in serving God	Solution
	Not enough time	Redeem the time (Ephesians 5:16)
	Insufficient energy	Draw strength from God (Joshua 14:10–12)
	Difficulty getting along with coworkers	Learn the lesson (Proverbs 16:7; Romans 8:28)
	Family burdens	Love God (Matthew 10:36–38)
	Laziness	Wake up (Proverbs 6:6–11, Romans 12:11)
	Discouragement	Learn the Lord’s ways (Hebrews 12:3–4; Galatians 6:9)

In serving God, a preacher must center on God and please the Lord. Service that pleases the Lord is service in obedience to the Holy Spirit. Service in obedience to the Holy Spirit is service for the Lord (Colossians 3:23) and in reliance on the Lord. (Philippians 4:13) As long as a preacher has faith (2 Corinthians 5:7) and fulfills their responsibility (1 Corinthians 9:17), their service will surely bear fruit. (John 15:15–16) A faithful preacher will surely receive the reward of being honored by the heavenly Father. (John 12:26) The following are some insights I have gained concerning service, offered for the reader’s consideration:
A. Preaching
Preaching (Luke 1:19, 4:18; 帖3:6: “Euanggelizo” [the source does not specify which Thessalonian letter]) is proclaiming good news and issuing a “sacred decree.” (Mark 5:20, 7:36; Luke 8:39: “Kerusso”) Preaching must accord with the truth (John 6:63), be clear, and have conviction (Conviction). Preaching is the opposite of writing a love letter. A person writing a love letter does not know what they will say; a preacher knows what they will say. Every sermon should be a concise essay.
a) Sermon content:
1) Title: The title summarizes the sermon and is usually a phrase, such as “Tithing.”
2) Theme: The theme is a topic in a particular area, such as “The Power of Tithing.”
3) Proposition (Proposition): A sentence expressing the truth, such as “Every believer can practice tithing.”
4) Transitional sentence (Transitional Sentence): It moves from the proposition into the sermon’s content. For example: If believers understand the teaching in “Malachi 3:8–12,” they can practice tithing.
5) Divisions: Do not have more than five points or fewer than two. Too many divisions lack depth because time is limited; too few are dull because the content is insufficient.
6) Introduction: Its purpose is to draw people in.
7) Conclusion: Its purpose is to sum up. Do not add new material.
b). Points to note:
1) First receive light from the Holy Spirit, then obtain information from reference books.
2) Be faithful to the Bible and meet the audience’s needs.
3) Have a burden (Isaiah 13:1) and illustrations.
4) Do not turn preaching into teaching Chinese language, delivering a topical lecture, or giving a testimony.
5) Pray much and keep a clean conscience.
6) Attend to the whole audience; remember that it includes believers and unbelievers.
7) The content should be sound, the language clean, and the attitude humble.
8) Do not cut corners, and do not be long-winded or run over time.
.
B. Bible Study
Bible study means discerning (examine) God’s Word. (Acts 17:11) Its purpose is to receive eternal life (John 5:39) and gain wisdom. (Isaiah 34:16; Acts 17:11) Bible study can bring growth in spiritual life (Ezra 7:10; Luke 24:32) and lead people to the Lord. (Acts 8:35)
a) Steps:
1) Observation:
Literary form: narrative, quotation, letter, biography, dialogue, poetry, debate, prayer, prophecy, revelation, parable, genealogy, fable, and so on.
Background: its relationship to the surrounding context, the whole Bible, and history.
Clues: people, time, place, events, methods, causes, purposes, and results.
Grammar: verb tense, the sense of the text (comparison or cause and effect), and emphasis.
2) Interpretation: the meaning of words and sentences, and the passage’s central point, purpose and principles.
3) Application:
Actions to take: follow examples, obey commands, avoid sin, grasp promises, and love God more.
Changes to make: attitudes toward God, other people, oneself and things.
Relationships with family, coworkers, friends, neighbors, believers and unbelievers.
Habits that do not accord with God’s intention.
b) Points to note:
1) Pray much. The Holy Spirit’s presence can change the atmosphere and give power to every word spoken.
2) Consult books of biblical interpretation. Reference books contain light others have received from the Lord. A Bible-study leader should humbly be open to the truth, while also avoiding acceptance of wrong viewpoints.
3) Do not “lecture on Scripture”; give participants opportunities to take part in discussion.
4) Seek quality (gaining something), rather than quantity (a passage that is too long).
5) Attend to the needs of people at different levels.
6) Encourage group members to speak and find applications of the passage for themselves.
7) Do not let a few people control the discussion.
8) Give a brief summary and close with intercessory prayer.
c) Example: Philippians 2:1–8
1) Observation:
i) What are the basic conditions for being of one mind? (v. 1)
ii) How is being of one mind expressed? (vv. 3–4)
iii) How can we be of one mind? (v. 5)
iv) What characterizes Christ’s mind? (vv. 6–8)
2) Interpretation:
i) What does “empty glory” mean? (v. 2)
ii) What does “regard others as better than yourself” mean? (v. 3)
3) Application:
i) Share the reasons you are unable to be of one mind with others, and propose ways to resolve this.
ii) Share concrete suggestions for how you intend to appreciate others’ strengths more in the future.
iii) Share the new insights you have gained from today’s Bible study.
d) Brief summary:
1) The purpose of Bible study is to bring people face to face with God, so that they can obey Him. (Acts 8:35–38)
2) In Bible study, God’s Word, the Holy Spirit’s presence and people’s needs are all indispensable factors; none can be missing.
C. Visitation: Ministry visitation differs from a private visit to a friend. In ministry visitation, one represents the Lord and the church to express God’s love to the person visited and report the good news.
a) Preparation:
1) Be spiritually healthy and properly dressed.
2) Have a good companion.
3) Arrange the time in advance.
4) Know the content of the gospel and how to answer questions.
b) Points to note:
1) Pray in the car before going inside.
2) “When entering a place, follow its customs.” (Remove shoes on entering the house?)
3) Watch the time.
4) Do not argue, criticize or discuss politics.
5) Do not hurry to press people to believe in the Lord and thereby provoke their resentment.
6) Close with prayer.
c) The art of conversation:
1) Face the other person while speaking.
2) Ask questions to understand what the other person means.
3) Care about the other person’s feelings.
4) Listen patiently.
5) Do not casually change the subject before the other person has finished.
6) Keep a composed and calm expression, and use appropriate, courteous language.
d) Giving testimony
1) Biblical principles:
Giving testimony is God’s command (Acts 1:8) and was a focus of Christians in the early church. (Acts 4:33; 1:22) Its purpose is to glorify God (1 Corinthians 10:31) and tell others about God’s wonderful works. (Acts 10:39) Those who give testimony must have a good relationship with God (John 15:27), and the content must be true. (John 19:35)
2) What to know about giving testimony:
Obtain the other person’s agreement before giving testimony. The content should be truthful and concise, highlighting the main point. The speaker’s attitude should be humble. Do not lecture people; give glory to God.
f) Casting out demons
During visitation, one sometimes encounters the challenge of casting out demons. The Lord promises that preachers can cast out demons. (Mark 16:17) To cast out demons effectively, the person must have abundant life (Revelation 12:11), rely on the Lord’s name and blood, and fast and pray. (Matthew 17:21)
1) Information about demons: Demons are fallen angels [the source has an extra 用 after 天使]. (Isaiah 14:12–15) They tempt people (Matthew 4:10), harm them (Job 1:19), cause illness (Matthew 17:18), speak through people (Matthew 16:22–23), and can enter people’s hearts. (John 13:2,27) The devil can be driven out (1 John 4:4); his end is to be thrown by God into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:10)
2) Information about people: A human being is a living soul formed when God’s breath enters the human body (dust). (Genesis 2:7) Scripture says that people have spirit, soul and body. (1 Thessalonians 5:23) The soul is an individual (Person), is life (life), and is a reality that exists forever (existence). Christians are those in whose hearts the Lord dwells. (Ephesians 3:17) Non-Christians are those dead in sins and transgressions. (Ephesians 2:1) Demon-possessed people are those into whose hearts a demon enters (John 13:27), after which the person speaks the demon’s words. (Matthew 16:22)
3) General knowledge about casting out demons: Demons often come and go by way of the ground (1 Samuel 28:13; Matthew 8:32) and hide behind idols. (Deuteronomy 7:25) Those who cast them out should not fear them (1 John 4:4), but neither should they underestimate the enemy. (Jude 9; Daniel 10:13) As a precaution, it is best for two disciples to be present (Mark 6:7), avoiding working alone. Those whose lives are not holy should avoid playing the hero by trying to cast out demons. (Acts 19:15–16) It is best to fast and pray beforehand. (Matthew 17:21) After a demon is cast out, it may possess the same person again. (Matthew 12:43–45)
g) Healing the sick
During visitation, preachers sometimes need to lay hands on the sick and pray for them. Concerning healing by faith, a preacher must have a view consistent with biblical teaching:
1) This was one of the early church’s ministries.
The Lord often ministered by healing while He was on earth. (Matthew 8:14–17) The disciple Peter did the same. (Acts 3:1–6) The other disciples also performed healing ministry. (Acts 14:8–10) They did this in obedience to the Lord’s command. (Luke 10:8–9)
2) This is a biblical teaching.
The Bible tells us that the Lord was whipped for our weaknesses. (Isaiah 53:5) After recording the Lord’s healing of Peter’s mother-in-law [the source has the malformed 岳罪母], the disciple Matthew specifically quotes the biblical promise in Isaiah 53:5. (Matthew 8:14–17) James also instructs elders to intercede for healing. (James 5:14–15)
3) God does not heal every sick person.
i) In Old Testament times, God did not heal everyone with leprosy. (Luke 4:27)
ii) The Lord even allowed Lazarus, whom He loved (John 11:3), to die of illness. (John 11:17)
iii) Although Paul had the gift of healing, his coworker Epaphroditus became so sick that he nearly died (Philippians 2:30), and Paul was powerless to help.
iv) David fasted and prayed for his sick son for seven days, but God still did not heal David’s son. (1大撒下12:16–19 [malformed source reference])
God is sovereign and cannot be manipulated by people. Therefore, the claim some make that “the illness was not healed because the patient lacked faith” is contrary to biblical teaching. The proper Christian attitude is to thank God when an illness is healed and submit to God when it is not healed.
4) Points to note:
i) First resolve the problem of sin. (Isaiah 59:1–2; Mark 2:5)
ii) God has a purpose in healing. (Mark 16:18–20) If every illness were healed, there would be no one in heaven.
iii) Doctors are also instruments God uses to heal the sick. (扺提後4:11 [malformed source reference]; Mark 2:17)
iv) Illness acquired through sin will lead to death. (Jeremiah 28:16; 1 Corinthians 11:29–30)
v) Rejoice always. (Proverbs 17:22)
vi) Do not envy people. (Proverbs 14:30)
vii) Exercise. (1 Timothy 4:8) Exercise includes:
Spiritual exercise (devotions, joy, service, holy living and obedience to God); mental exercise (reading, memorizing Scripture and meditation); exercise of the digestive organs (eating only until seventy percent full, regular fasting and prayer, and eating at regular times); muscular exercise (lifting weights, boxing and exercises for the spine); exercises for breath and stamina (deep breathing, ball games and running); dental exercise (clenching the teeth after waking); and so on.
D. Supervisory Ministry
“Supervision” consists of overseeing and teaching. Overseeing aims to meet biblical requirements. Teaching aims to improve believers’ quality. Supervisory ministry has two parts: premarital counseling and instruction before baptism.
1) Premarital counseling
Premarital counseling must be conducted appropriately. “Appropriately” means neither requiring too much nor too little of those about to marry. I believe that people who wish to hold their wedding before God must meet the following requirements:
a) Have a good relationship with God. For someone whose relationship with God is poor to hold a wedding before Him is like a child who does not speak to their parents asking those parents for their blessing on the marriage. It is very unreasonable. Therefore, premarital counseling is the best opportunity to lead people to believe in the Lord.
b) Those marrying must have a clean record, or must resolve past matters that do not accord with biblical teaching. For example: Is there an issue of bigamy? Is there any unrepented sin?
c) Both people marrying must truly love each other. They must not only love each other, but also know themselves and one another, be willing to accept each other, and work with one mind to build a Christian home.
A preacher should help those about to marry meet these requirements and bring them before God, so that through the Lord’s grace they can love one another.
2) Instruction before baptism
According to the teaching of Acts 2:36–38, those receiving baptism must meet the following two conditions:
a) Know and believe that Jesus is God’s Son. “Therefore, let the whole house of Israel know with certainty: this Jesus whom you crucified, God has established as both Lord and Christ.” (Acts 2:36)
b) Repent sincerely. “Peter said, Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven; then you will surely receive the Holy Spirit who is given.” (Acts 2:38)
According to the teaching of Romans 6:1–5, the result of baptism is “being brought into Christ.” (Galatians 3:27) Only those who are in the Lord can receive eternal life. (Romans 6:23) Scripture says, “Those who believe and are baptized will surely be saved.” (Mark 16:16) It is evident that the expression of true faith is obeying the Lord’s command to receive baptism. The faith of someone who has an opportunity to be baptized but refuses it is not saving faith. Faith is a process of growth (Romans 1:17); even the devil has so-called “faith.” (James 2:19) The robber who believed in the Lord on the cross had faith but no opportunity to be baptized. He was saved (Luke 23:43), because he had obedient faith. (Romans 1:5) Those who do not obey God cannot enter God’s kingdom. (Matthew 7:21) Willingness to receive baptism expresses obedience to God, but this does not mean everyone who has been baptized obeys God. The human heart is more deceitful than all things (Jeremiah 17:9), and some people’s belief in the Lord is not sincere. The baptism of those who do not sincerely believe in the Lord has no effect. (Mark 16:16)
True faith is expressed in obedience. Obeying the Lord is expressed by carrying out His commands. The Lord said, “The time is fulfilled, God’s kingdom is near; you must repent and believe the gospel.” (Mark 1:15) Belief and repentance are joined together. Faith without sincere repentance is not saving faith. Those who sincerely repent must have the fruit of repentance to prove that their repentance is real. (Matthew 3:8)
All who meet the above requirements and are baptized receive the Holy Spirit given by God. (Acts 2:38) Those with the Holy Spirit dwelling in their hearts belong to the Lord (Romans 8:9) and are born again. (John 3”3–8 [punctuation as in the source]) All who are born again are spiritual infants. Infants need the following care:
Drinking milk — taking in God’s Word. (1 Peter 2:1–2)
Rest — coming before God in worship. (Matthew 11:28)
Exercise — serving God. (Romans 12:1)
Washing — confessing sins. (1 John 1:9)
Breathing — prayer. (Isaiah 40:30–31)
All who fulfill their responsibility to care for new life will surely be protected by the Lord. (John 10:27–29) The Lord promises that those who overcome will not have their names removed from the book of life. (Revelation 3:5) God gives people the right to decide and also holds them responsible for their decisions. (John 3:16) Therefore the Lord says, “Those who have ears to hear should listen.” (Matthew 13:9)
E. The Ministry of Managing the Home
Scripture says, “If someone does not know how to manage his own household, how can he care for the church?” (1 Timothy 3:5) A Westerner’s family includes only husband, wife and children. A Chinese person’s family includes the parents as well.
1) Honor one’s parents
Honoring one’s parents is a biblical teaching. (Ephesians 6:2) Those who honor their parents should spend time with them and obey them in the Lord. (Ephesians 6:1) If people do not care for members of their own household, they are worse than unbelievers. (1 Timothy 5:8) Preachers have a responsibility to provide for their parents. Those who do not care financially for their parents are “hypocrites” in the Lord’s eyes. (Matthew 15:5–9)
2) Treat one’s spouse well
Someone whose relationship with their spouse is poor, or who is divorced, has no testimony. Marriage is a covenant people make before God. Those who do not keep a covenant are unreliable. Of course, some people divorce because the other person is at fault, but one’s own poor conduct may also be one factor that caused the other person to act wrongly. Therefore, self-examination and prevention are better than shifting responsibility. If preachers walk with the Lord every day and pray hand in hand with their spouses, they can maintain a good marital relationship.
3) Care for one’s children
Spending time with one’s children, being an example to them, and praying often for them are indispensable factors in leading them to believe in the Lord. Children who believe in the Lord have His protection, making it easier for them to establish a normal parent-child relationship. The mother of Rev. Liu Minhe was also a preacher. When Rev. Liu had not yet believed in the Lord and was using drugs, it was very difficult for his mother to preach the gospel to others. A preacher must first bring the gospel to their own household.
.
Translation note
The full manuscript is translated, including its comparisons, priority matrix, practical examples, all discussion questions, Scripture excerpts and final household section. The automatic (I)–(III) section numbers and 1)–7) sermon-content labels are recovered from the original document’s numbering. The source jumps from visitation subpoint d) to f) and g); that lettering is retained.
Translation note
All quotations are close translations of the wording actually supplied, rather than replacements from familiar English versions. The author’s historical anecdotes and theological, cultural, health and family claims are preserved as his claims. The name 呂士納 is transliterated as Lüshina without asserting an independently established English identity. “Cellular factors” retains the source’s 細胞因子; no different theory of decision-making has been inserted.
Translation note
Malformed source citations 帖加5:25, 帖3:6, 1大撒下12:16–19, 扺提後4:11 and John 3”3–8 are explicitly retained. The source’s Isaiah 53:5 claim about Matthew and the v. 2 reference for “empty glory” remain unchanged. Apparent extra characters in 天使用 and 岳罪母 are disclosed in the text; other obvious writing slips are rendered in context. 重婚 means bigamy here, not all remarriage.
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A Discussion of Zhu’s Family Instructions
A Discussion of “Zhu’s Family Instructions”
Rev. David Tsang
“Zhu’s Family Instructions” was written by Zhu Bolu of the Ming dynasty. Zhu was from Shan County, Jiangsu, and was born in the forty-fifth year of the Wanli reign of the Ming dynasty (approximately AD 1617). His thought is very close to biblical teaching and may be regarded as “fragmentary light” that God gave to the Chinese people.
1. He taught the younger generation to be diligent and rise early: “Rise at dawn, sprinkle and sweep the courtyard and steps, and keep both inside and outside neat and clean.” The capable, virtuous woman described in the Bible also “rises before dawn and distributes food to the people of her household” (Proverbs 31:10, 15). Therefore we cultivate the habit of rising early, because “rising early for three mornings amounts to a day’s work.”
2. Zhu believed that “beautiful maidservants and charming concubines are no blessing to the inner household.” The Bible teaches monogamy (Genesis 2:24) and faithfulness to one’s spouse (Hebrews 13:4). Today’s sexually immoral generation greatly needs this message.
3. The Confucian idea of “benevolence” is a principal teaching of Zhu. He said: “Give warmth and care to poor relatives and neighbors; among brothers, uncles, and nephews, share what is plentiful to supplement what is scarce.” The Bible teaches us to care for the poor (Psalm 41:1) and our own relatives (1 Timothy 5:8).
4. Respecting and honoring one’s parents is also one of Zhu’s principles: “One who treats his parents coldly is unworthy to be their child.” The Bible promises that honoring one’s parents can bring a long life on earth (Ephesians 6:3).
5. Personal cultivation was also very important to Zhu. He said: “Do not covet unexpected wealth, and do not drink excessive wine; in dealing with the world, guard against too many words, for many words are bound to lead to mistakes.” The Bible teaches people not to covet dishonest gain (1 Timothy 3:8) and not to become drunk (Ephesians 5:18). It also advocates keeping idle talk to a minimum (Proverbs 17:27,; Ecclesiastes 5:2; James 3:2), and speaking more fitting words instead (Proverbs 25:11).
6. Zhu emphasized cultivation of the inner life: “When others have joyful occasions, do not let envy arise in your heart; when others suffer calamity, do not let gloating arise in your heart.” The Bible says, “Do not seek empty fame, provoking one another and envying one another” (Galatians 5:26). It also says, “When your enemy falls, do not rejoice; when he stumbles, do not let your heart be glad” (Proverbs 24:17). Zhu said: “When disputing over something, how do I know that I am not the one at fault?” The Bible, in turn, says, “Why do you see the speck in your brother’s eye, yet do not consider the beam in your own eye?” (Matthew 7:3).
7. Doing good and giving thanks are also among Zhu’s teachings: “Do not dwell on the favors you give; do not forget the kindness you receive.” Scripture likewise says, “Be careful not to perform good deeds before people” (Matthew 6:1), and also, “My soul, bless Jehovah, and do not forget all His benefits.”
8. “Harmony is precious” is also one of Zhu’s principles. He said: “When a household lives in harmony, even if its meals cannot be kept up, there is still abundant joy.” Scripture says: “Having little wealth and fearing Jehovah is better than having much wealth with agitation and unrest” (Proverbs 15:16).
Mr. Zhu Bolu’s teachings resemble the words that a believer in God in ancient times would have spoken to his family. We can see that God loves the Chinese people and has never failed to leave His light for those willing to seek the truth. Truth should transcend time and space. May every Chinese person today be willing to practice these principles that God conveyed through Zhu.
Translation note
All available text and quotations are translated. The first numbered item is restored from automatic Word numbering. The source’s “Shan County, Jiangsu,” historical attribution, and unusual 饔餮 expression are retained in meaning without silently correcting the source; the latter is rendered contextually as meals. The malformed punctuation in Proverbs 17:27,; is retained. A stray opening backtick is a formatting mark, not translated content.
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Let Us Become God’s Blessings to Others — 2005 Mission Conference Messages
Theme: Let Us Become God’s Blessings to Others (TO BE GOD’S BLESSINGS TO OTHERS)
Messages by Rev. David Tsang at the Bread of Life Church’s 2005 Annual Mission Conference
October 21 — 1 John 4:15–17: “Having God’s Love” (Having God’s love)
Theme: Missionary work is founded on God’s love. Only those who meet the following three conditions have God’s love:
(I) Have the Indwelling Holy Spirit (v. 15: “God dwells in him”)
1. The Holy Spirit pours love into believers’ hearts (Romans 5:5).
2. Only then do believers receive spiritual power (Acts 1:8).
3. The Holy Spirit is with those who obey God (Acts 5:32).
4. Only those who have the Holy Spirit belong to the Lord (Romans 8:9).
5. Only those who repent will receive the Holy Spirit (Luke 15:21).
(II) Have Experienced God’s Love (v. 16: “also know”)
1. Have experienced the Lord’s love.
2. Only then have God’s love (1 John 4:19).
3. Must have a sincere heart (Psalm 85:10).
4. Must love God (Romans 8:28).
5. Those who love God will not leave God (Romans 8:35).
(III) Obey God’s Will (v. 17: “complete”)
1. Only those who practice the word have complete love (1 John 2:5).
2. Those who do God’s will prosper (Isaiah 55:11).
3. Those who exalt the Lord are willing to listen to God (Luke 1:46–47).
4. Should learn from the Lord’s example of obedience (Philippians 2:8).
5. Believing and obeying God is saving faith (Romans 1:5).
October 22 — Matthew 28:19–20: Doing God’s Will: Carrying Out the Great Commission (I)
(Doing God’s will: Carrying out the Great Commission)
Theme: Missions is the Great Commission the Lord gives His disciples. Those who do God’s will must understand the following three implications:
(I) Be Clear About the Commission (v. 19: “make all peoples My disciples”)
1. Enable all people to have the Lord’s new life (Luke 19:8–9).
2. This is the purpose for which the Lord came into the world (John 3:16).
3. Faithfully help people be born again (John 3:3).
4. First address the matter of being born again (John 3:5).
5. Receiving eternal life is one’s own responsibility (Ezekiel 14:20).
(II) Be God’s Messenger (v. 19: “in the name…”)
1. Be God’s representative (John 4:28–30).
2. God does not shortchange people (Matthew 6:33).
3. Be willing to lay oneself aside (Acts 9:15).
4. Pay the cost for the Lord (Matthew 19:29).
5. Not a great fool (Psalm 90:12).
(III) Set an Example Yourself (v. 20: “observe”)
1. Have a good example (Philippians 2:21–22).
2. Only then have influence (Jonah 3:3–4).
3. Have the Lord’s likeness (1 Corinthians 11:1; Philippians 1:21).
4. A silent witness (John 12:11).
5. Do what must be done (Mark 1:15).
October 22 — Matthew 28:19–20: Doing God’s Will: Carrying Out the Great Commission (II)
Theme: Three things those carrying out the Great Commission should do (Matthew 10:16–17):
(I) Proclaim Wherever You Go (v. 19: “go”)
1. Put on the shoes of the gospel (Ephesians 6:15).
2. Because the Lord has entrusted this to us.
3. Live out the new life (John 12:11).
4. A bright lamp should shine (Philippians 2:15–16).
5. Opportunities will be lost.
(II) Learn Tirelessly (v. 19: “disciple”)
1. Be willing to learn humbly and eagerly (Acts 18:25–26).
2. The last will be first (Luke 13:24–30_).
3. Thirst to receive the truth.
4. Understand the spirit of Scripture (2 Timothy 3:15; 2 Corinthians 3:6).
5. Eternal life is within it (John 5:39).
(III) Pursue Holiness (v. 20: “be with”)
1. Seek God’s presence (Hebrews 12:14).
2. Receive the Holy Spirit’s anointing (1 Thessalonians 4:7–8; 1 Samuel 16:14).
3. Prevention is better than treatment.
4. Walk in the light (1 John 1:7).
5. Receive God’s righteousness (Isaiah 64:6; Galatians 3:27).
October 23 — Acts 1:6–9: Receiving the Holy Spirit’s Power (Receiving the power of Holy Spirit )
Theme: Missions can be effective only with the Holy Spirit’s power. Those who want to receive the Holy Spirit’s power must make the following three decisions:
(I) Do What the Lord Commands (v. 6: “gathered”)
1. Listen to the Lord’s words (Luke 24:49).
2. The whole household turns to the Lord (Genesis 6:22).
3. Set aside preferences (Luke 22:42).
4. Live out love (John 14:15).
5. Can enter the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 7:21).
(II) Abide in the Lord (v. 8: “the Holy Spirit comes”)
1. Have God’s presence (Genesis 39:2, 9; 1 John 2:27).
2. Will certainly bear much fruit (John 15:5).
3. Store the Lord’s words in the heart (Colossians 3:16–17).
4. Should discipline one’s own body (1 Corinthians 9:27).
5. Eternal life is in the Lord (Romans 6:23; Galatians 3:27).
(III) Give Glory to God (v. 8: “bear witness to the Lord”)
1. Praise God in difficulties (Acts 16:25).
2. This is the Lord’s requirement of people (Luke 17:17–18).
3. Know God’s purpose in creating humanity (Isaiah 43:7; Philippians 1:20).
4. Act for God’s glory (1 Corinthians 10:31).
5. By losing to the Lord, win in the end (2 Corinthians 2:14).
Translation note
All four dated message outlines are translated in full, with original English subtitles preserved. No Bible quotation has been added where the source supplies only a reference. The incomplete closing punctuation/underscore in Luke 13:24–30_ is retained. The source’s 遵主為大 is read contextually as exalting the Lord; its other references and theology are preserved.
Reading 34
The Rewarded Life — Bible Study Scripture Passages
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
The Rewarded Life — Bible Study Scripture Passages
1. Reward Is Originally God’s Grace
[2 Timothy 4:7–8] From now on, a crown of righteousness is kept for me.
[Philippians 3:13–14] I do not consider myself to have already attained it. I have only one task: forgetting what is behind and striving toward what is ahead, I run straight toward the goal to receive the reward for which God calls me from above in Christ Jesus.
[Ephesians 2:8–9] You are saved by grace, also through faith. This does not come from yourselves, but is given by God; nor does it come from works, lest anyone boast.
[Psalm 49:6–9] Of those who rely on wealth and boast of their many riches, not one can redeem his own brother so that he lives forever and does not see decay. The price of redeeming his life is extremely high; he can only give up forever.
[2 Corinthians 5:17] If anyone is in Christ, that person is a new creation. The old things have passed away; everything has become new.
[Ephesians 3:17] So that Christ may dwell in your hearts through your faith, giving your love roots and a foundation,
[Galatians 2:20] I have already been crucified with Christ. The one living now is no longer I, but Christ living within me.
[Romans 10:9] If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will certainly be saved.
[Matthew 7:21] Not everyone who calls me “Lord, Lord” can enter the kingdom of heaven; only those who do the will of my Father in heaven can enter.
[Psalm 81:11–14] But my people would not listen to my voice; Israel paid no attention to me at all. So I left them to their hard hearts, to follow their own plans.
[Mark 10:21–22] “You still lack one thing. Go, sell what you own and distribute it to the poor, and you will certainly have treasure in heaven; you must also come and follow me.” When he heard this, his expression changed, and he went away sorrowfully, because he had many possessions.
[Proverbs 21:1] The king’s heart is in the LORD’s hand, like water in irrigation channels flowing as he wills.
[Acts 16:14] She heard, and the Lord opened her heart, causing her to pay close attention to what Paul said.
[2 Chronicles 33:12–13] In his distress, he pleaded with the LORD his God and humbled himself greatly before the God of his ancestors. He prayed to the LORD, and the LORD granted his petition and heard his prayer, bringing him back to Jerusalem to sit again on the royal throne. Only then did Manasseh know that the LORD alone is God.
[Romans 3:24] But now, by God’s grace, through the redemption of Christ Jesus, they are freely justified.
[Genesis 15:5–6] Then he led him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars. Can you count them?” He said to him, “Your descendants will be like this.” Abram believed the LORD, and the LORD counted this as his righteousness.
[Mark 1:15] “The time is fulfilled, and God’s kingdom is near! Repent and believe the gospel!”
[Psalm 32:1–2] Blessed is the person whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin is covered! Blessed is the person with no deceit in the heart, whom the LORD does not count as guilty!
Hebrews 2:3 — If we neglect such great salvation, how can we escape guilt?
2.
[Matthew 10:22] And you will be hated by everyone because of my name; only those who endure to the end will certainly be saved.
[John 1:12] To all who received him, those who believed in his name, he gave the authority to become God’s children.
[Philippians 2:12] Since you have always obeyed—not only when I was there with you, but even more now that I am not there—work out your salvation with fear and trembling.
[Romans 8:23] Even we who have the firstfruits of the Holy Spirit groan within ourselves, waiting to receive the status of sons, that is, the redemption of our bodies.
[1 Peter 2:2] Long for the pure spiritual milk, as newborn babies long for milk, so that through it you may gradually grow until you receive salvation.
[Romans 6:19] Because of your fleshly weakness, I speak to you in ordinary human terms: just as you formerly offered your members as slaves to impurity and lawlessness, leading to lawlessness, now likewise offer your members as slaves to righteousness, leading to sanctification.
[Romans 6:22] But now that you have been freed from sin and become God’s slaves, you have the fruit of sanctification, and its outcome is eternal life!
[Romans 8:23] Not only so, but even we who have the firstfruits of the Holy Spirit groan within ourselves, waiting to receive the status of sons, that is, the redemption of our bodies.
[Philippians 3:20] But we are citizens of heaven, and we wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, to descend from heaven.
[2 Timothy 2:10] Therefore I endure everything for the elect, so that they too may receive the salvation and eternal glory that are in Christ Jesus.
[Romans 6:23] For the wages of sin are death; but God’s gift, in Christ Jesus our Lord, is eternal life.
[Revelation 14:13] I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this down: From now on, blessed are those who die in the Lord!” The Holy Spirit said, “Yes, they rest from their labors, and the results of their work follow them.”
[Galatians 3:27] All of you who were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
[John 15:5–6] I am the vine; you are the branches. The person who remains in me, and I in that person, bears much fruit. Apart from me you can do nothing. If a person does not remain in me, that person is like a branch thrown outside to wither; people gather it and throw it into the fire to burn.
[Luke 17:20–21] The Pharisees asked, “When will God’s kingdom come?” Jesus answered, “The coming of God’s kingdom cannot be seen by the eyes. Nor can people say, ‘Look, it is here!’ or ‘Look, it is there!’ because God’s kingdom is within your hearts.”
[John 10:27–28] My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I also give them eternal life. They will never perish, and no one can take them from my hand.
Psalm 23:3 — He revives my soul and, for his own name, leads me along the paths of righteousness.
[Matthew 7:13–14] Enter through the narrow gate. For the gate leading to destruction is wide and the road is broad, and many enter it. The gate leading to eternal life is narrow and the road is small, and few find it.
[Psalm 16:2] My heart, you once said to the LORD, “You are my Lord; my good is not apart from you.”
3.
[Ephesians 4:1] I, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you: Since you have been called, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the grace you have received.
[Luke 3:8] Bear fruit worthy of a repentant heart. Do not say within yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor.” I tell you: God can raise up descendants for Abraham from these stones.
[Philippians 1:27] Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of Christ’s gospel, so that whether I come to see you or am absent from you, I may hear of your condition and know that you share one purpose, stand firm, and strive together for the gospel you believe.
[Matthew 3:10] Bear fruit worthy of a repentant heart. Do not say within yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor.” I tell you: God can raise up descendants for Abraham from these stones. The axe is already laid at the roots of the trees; every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
[Acts 26:20] First in Damascus, then in Jerusalem and throughout Judea, and among the Gentiles, I urged them to repent and turn to God, conducting themselves in a manner worthy of a repentant heart.
[Matthew 7:21–23] Not everyone who calls me “Lord, Lord” can enter the kingdom of heaven; only those who do the will of my Father in heaven can enter. On that day many will certainly say to me, “Lord, Lord, did we not preach in your name, cast out demons in your name, and perform many mighty works in your name?” Then I will tell them plainly, “I never knew you. You evildoers, leave me!”
[Romans 8:28] We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God, those who are called according to his purpose.
[1 Corinthians 8:3] If anyone loves God, that person is known by God.
[1 Corinthians 16:22] If anyone does not love the Lord, let that person be accursed. The Lord will surely come!
[Revelation 3:1] (Sardis) “The one who has God’s seven spirits and seven stars says: I know your deeds. In name you are alive, but in reality you are dead. v3 Therefore remember how you received and heard; keep it, and repent. If you are not watchful, I will come to you like a thief, and you will never know when I will come.”
[Revelation 3:5] Everyone who overcomes will thus be clothed in white. I will certainly not blot out that person’s name from the book of life, and I will acknowledge that person’s name before my Father and before all my Father’s angels.
[Romans 12:2] Do not imitate this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, so that you may discern God’s good, perfect, and pleasing will.
[Matthew 5:1–12] [1] When Jesus saw this great crowd, he went up the mountain. After he sat down, his disciples came before him. [2] He opened his mouth and taught them: [3] “Blessed are the poor in spirit, because the kingdom of heaven is theirs. [4] Blessed are those who mourn, because they will certainly receive comfort. [5] Blessed are the gentle, because they will certainly inherit the land. [6] Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, because they will certainly be satisfied. [7] Blessed are the merciful, because they will certainly receive mercy. [8] Blessed are the pure in heart, because they will certainly see God. [9] Blessed are those who make peace, because they will certainly be called God’s sons. [10] Blessed are those persecuted for righteousness, because the kingdom of heaven is theirs. [11] If people insult you because of me, persecute you, and fabricate all kinds of evil statements to slander you, you are blessed. [12] Rejoice and be glad, because your reward in heaven is great. People persecuted the prophets before you in the same way.”
B. Path to Reward #1: Rely on the Words That Come from God’s Mouth
4. The Lord’s Words Are Spirit and Life
[Psalm 119:49–50] Please remember the word you promised to your servant, giving me hope. This word has brought me back to life. Through it I receive comfort in affliction.
[Matthew 7:29] For he taught them as one who had authority, unlike their scribes.
[Acts 3:6–7] Peter said, “I have neither silver nor gold, but I give you what I have. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, I command you to get up and walk!” He took him by the right hand and helped him up. His feet and ankle bones immediately became strong,
[Psalm 33:6] The heavens were made by the LORD’s command; all their hosts were formed by the breath of his mouth.
[John 3:8] The wind blows as it wills. You hear the sound of the wind, but do not know where it comes from or where it goes; so it is with everyone born of the Holy Spirit.
[John 1:4] Life was in him, and this life was the light of people.
[1 John 5:11–12] This testimony is that God has given us eternal life, and this eternal life is in his Son. A person who has God’s Son has life; a person who does not have God’s Son does not have life.
[Galatians 4:6] Since you are sons, God sent his Son’s Spirit into your hearts, crying, “Abba, Father!”
[2 Corinthians 3:17] The Lord is that Spirit; where the Lord’s Spirit is, there is freedom.
[Romans 5:5] Hope does not lead to shame, because the Holy Spirit who was given to us has poured God’s love into our hearts.
[Romans 8:16] The Holy Spirit bears witness together with our hearts that we are God’s children;
[Deuteronomy 6:4] Hear, O Israel! The LORD our God is the one and only Lord.
[Isaiah 61:1] The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to the humble. He has sent me to heal the brokenhearted, proclaim release to captives, and announce that prisoners may leave their prisons;
[Psalm 36:9] For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we will certainly see light.
[John 1:9] That light is the true light, illuminating everyone born into the world.
[John 5:39] You search the Scriptures because you think eternal life is in them; these very Scriptures bear witness to me.
[Luke 21:33] Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words cannot pass away.
[Deuteronomy 30:20] And love the LORD your God, obey his words, and rely wholly on him, because he is your life, and your length of days also depends on him. Then you may live in the land the LORD swore to your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that he would give them.
[Psalm 119:165] Those who love your law have great peace; nothing can make them stumble.
5. People Know God through the Lord’s Word
Exodus 3:14: God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM.
[Psalm 139:6] Such knowledge is wonderful beyond my ability to fathom; it is so high that I cannot reach it.
[Psalm 139:8] If I ascend to heaven, there; if I make my bed in the realm of the dead, you are there too.
[Job 42:4] Please listen to me, and I will speak; I will ask you, and please instruct me.
[Hebrews 4:3] But we who have already believed may enter that rest.
[John 14:27] I give you my peace. What I give is unlike what people of the world give.
[Colossians 2:16–17] Therefore, in food or drink, festivals, new moons, or Sabbaths, do not let anyone judge you. These were shadows of things to come; the substance is Christ.
[1 Corinthians 12:3] Unless moved by the Holy Spirit, no one can say that Jesus is Lord.
[Acts 16:14–15] She heard, and the Lord opened her heart, causing her to pay close attention to what Paul said. She asked us, “If you consider me a true believer in the Lord, please come and stay in my home.” Thus she pressed us to stay.
[James 1:21] Put away all impurity and overflowing evil, and with a gentle heart receive the implanted Word, the Word that can save your souls.
[Psalm 51:7–8] Please cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; please let me hear sounds of joy and gladness, so that the bones you have crushed may leap with joy.
[Isaiah 57:15] For the high and exalted one, who endures forever and whose name is Holy, says: “I dwell in the highest and holiest place, and also with those who are contrite and humble in heart and spirit;”
[Matthew 13:9] Whoever has ears to hear should listen!
[Acts 13:22] I have found David, a man after my own heart, who will do my will in everything.
[Jeremiah 42:6] We now ask you to go before the LORD our God. Whether what he says is good or bad, we will certainly obey! By obeying the words of the LORD our God, we can receive blessing.
[Jeremiah 42:22] Now know with certainty that in the land where you wish to go and stay, you will certainly die by sword, famine, and plague.
[Matthew 7:24] Everyone who hears these words of mine and practices them is like a wise person who builds a house on rock.
6. Hold Fast to the Sound Word
[2 Corinthians 1:13] What we now write to you is nothing beyond what you read and understand, and I hope you will continue to understand to the end,
[Jeremiah 28:15–17] Then the prophet Jeremiah said to the prophet Hananiah, “Listen, Hananiah! The LORD has not sent you, yet you have caused these people to rely on lies. Therefore the LORD says: Look! I will make you depart this life. You will certainly die this year, because you have spoken rebellion against the LORD.” Thus the prophet Hananiah died in the seventh month of that year.
[1 Corinthians 12:28] God has established in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then those who perform mighty works, then those gifted to heal, those who help, those who govern affairs, and those who speak in tongues.
[2 Corinthians 3:6] He has enabled us to serve as ministers of this new covenant, not according to the letter, but according to the spiritual meaning. For the letter causes death, but the spiritual meaning gives life.
[1 Corinthians 11:13] Judge for yourselves: Is it proper for a woman to pray to God without covering her head?
[1 Peter 3:4] Rather, let your adornment be the enduring gentle and quiet heart within; this is extremely precious before God.
[Mark 1:15] Saying, “The time is fulfilled, and God’s kingdom is near! Repent and believe the gospel!”
[2 Corinthians 13:12] Greet one another with a kiss; be sure to be holy toward one another.
[1 John 3:21] Dear brothers, if our hearts do not accuse us, we may be confident and fearless before God.
[2 Timothy 1:3] I thank God, the God whom I serve with a clean conscience as my ancestors did. In prayer I constantly think of you,
[Acts 23:1] Paul looked intently at the council and said, “Brothers, until today I have conducted myself before God entirely according to conscience.”
[Acts 24:16] Therefore I discipline myself to maintain a clear conscience toward God and people at all times.
[Romans 9:1] I speak the truth in Christ and do not lie; my conscience, moved by the Holy Spirit, bears witness for me.
[1 Timothy 3:9] Maintain a clean conscience and hold firmly to the mystery of the true Word.
[Titus 2:1] But whatever you say must accord with sound teaching.
7. Store the Lord’s Word in the Heart
[Psalm 119:11] I have stored your words in my heart so that I may not sin against you.
[Acts 16:25] Paul and Silas prayed and sang hymns to praise God, and the prisoners listened attentively.
[Colossians 3:16–17] With every kind of wisdom, store Christ’s teaching richly in your hearts. With psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, teach and admonish one another, singing praise to God with hearts moved by grace. Whatever you do, whether speaking or acting, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, thanking God the Father through him.
[1 Corinthians 3:3] You are still of the flesh, because there is jealousy and strife among you. Does this not mean you belong to the flesh and behave like people of the world?
[Ephesians 5:18] Do not get drunk on wine, for wine can lead people into dissipation; instead be filled with the Holy Spirit.
[Romans 8:6] Setting the mind on the flesh is death; setting the mind on the Holy Spirit is life and peace.
[Galatians 5:24–25] All who belong to Christ Jesus have already crucified the flesh together with its evil passions and selfish desires. If we receive life through the Holy Spirit, we should also act through the Holy Spirit.
[1 Corinthians 9:27] I subdue my own body and make it obey me, lest after preaching the gospel to others, I myself should instead be rejected.
[Psalm 81:13–14] If only my people would listen to me, if Israel would walk in my ways, I would quickly subdue their enemies and turn my hand against their foes.
[Philippians 2:16] Make the Word of life plain, so that on Christ’s day I may boast that I have neither run in vain nor labored fruitlessly.
[Genesis 39:9] Because you are his wife. How could I do this great evil and sin against God?
[Psalm 16:8–9] I always set the LORD before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. Therefore my heart rejoices, my spirit is glad, and my flesh will also dwell safely.
[1 Corinthians 10:31] Therefore, whether you eat or drink, whatever you do, do it all for God’s glory.
[Matthew 13:19–23] Whenever someone hears the teaching of the kingdom of heaven and does not understand it, the evil one comes and takes away what was sown in that person’s heart. This is what was sown beside the road. What was sown on rocky ground is the person who hears the Word and immediately receives it with joy. But because there is no root in the heart, it is only temporary; when trouble or persecution comes because of the Word, that person immediately falls. What was sown among thorns is the person who hears the Word, but later worldly cares and the deception of wealth crowd out the Word, so it cannot bear fruit. What was sown on good ground is the person who hears and understands the Word and then bears fruit: a hundredfold, sixtyfold, or thirtyfold.
[Proverbs 4:23] Guard your heart above everything else you guard, because the effects of one’s whole life flow from the heart.
[1 Peter 1:23] You have been born again, not from perishable seed, but from imperishable seed, through God’s living and enduring Word.
[Acts 16:14] She had long worshiped God. She heard, and the Lord opened her heart, causing her to pay close attention to what Paul said.
[Psalm 119:9] How can a young person cleanse his conduct? By keeping your words.
8. Live Out Life and Proclaim the Lord’s Way
[Philippians 2:15–16] So that you may be beyond reproach, sincere and without falsehood, God’s children without blemish in this crooked and perverse generation. You shine in this generation like bright lights, setting forth the word of life.
[1 Peter 1:23] You have been born again, not from seed that can decay, but from seed that cannot decay, through God’s living and enduring word.
[John 4:16] Jesus said, “Go and call your husband here too.”
[John 4:28–29] The woman left her water jar and went into the city, saying to everyone, “Come and see! There is a man who has told me everything I have ever done. Could this be the Christ?”
[Acts 2:47] Praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. The Lord added to them daily those who were being saved.
[Matthew 7:20] Therefore, you can recognize them by their fruit.
[Matthew 5:20] I tell you: unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you certainly cannot enter the kingdom of heaven.
[Philippians 1:21] For to me, living is Christ, and dying brings gain.
[Psalm 32:2] Blessed is the person with no deceit in the heart, whom the LORD does not count as guilty!
[Luke 17:21] Nor may people say, “Look, here it is! Look, there it is!” For God’s kingdom is within you (note: “within” [printed 心, with a damaged character] may also be rendered “among”).
[1 John 4:7] Dear brothers, we should love one another, because love comes from God. Everyone who has love is born of God and knows God.
[1 John 3:14] Because we love the brothers, we know that we have already passed out of death into life. Whoever has no love still remains in death.
[1 John 4:20] If someone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is lying. Whoever does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen (note: some ancient manuscripts have “How can he love God whom he has not seen?”).
[Matthew 10:40] Whoever receives you receives me; whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.
[Acts 16:15] After she and her household had been baptized, she urged us, “If you consider me a true believer in the Lord, please come and stay in my home.” Thus she insisted that we stay.
[2 Kings 5:15] Naaman returned to the man of God with everyone who followed him. Standing before him, he said, “Now I know that there is no God anywhere in the world except in Israel. Now please accept a small gift from your servant.”
[John 12:11] For many Jews went back and believed in Jesus because of Lazarus.
9. Overcome the Devil with the Word and Be a Good Soldier
[James 4:7] Submit to God. Be sure to resist the devil, and the devil will certainly flee from you.
[1 Peter 5:8] Be sure to exercise self-control and stay alert, because your enemy the devil roams everywhere like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.
[2 Corinthians 11:13–14] Such people are false apostles, acting deceitfully and disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. This is no surprise, because even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.
[1 Corinthians 10:12] Therefore, whoever thinks he stands firmly must be careful, lest he fall.
[Ephesians 4:26–27] Be angry, yet do not sin. Do not remain angry until sunset, and do not leave room for the devil.
[Luke 4:13–14] After the devil had used every kind of temptation, he left Jesus for a time. Jesus returned to Galilee filled with the Holy Spirit’s power, and his fame spread in every direction.
[Ephesians 6:12] For we do not battle against flesh and blood, but against rulers, authorities, those who govern this dark world, and evil spiritual beings in the sky.
[Ephesians 6:17] Put on the helmet of salvation, and take the sword of the Holy Spirit, which is God’s word.
[Hebrews 4:12] God’s word is living and effective, sharper than any two-edged sword. It can pierce and divide even soul and spirit, joints and marrow, and can discern the thoughts and intentions in the heart.
[Daniel 6:3] Because this Daniel had excellent spirituality, he clearly surpassed the other chief officials and governors, and the king wanted to appoint him to govern the whole kingdom.
[Daniel 6:22] “My God sent an angel to shut the lions’ mouths, so that the lions did not harm me. For I am innocent before God, and I have done nothing harmful before the king either.”
[Revelation 12:11] The brothers overcame it through the Lamb’s blood and the word of their own testimony. Even to the point of death, they did not cherish their lives.
[1 John 1:7] If we walk in the light, as God is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of his Son Jesus also cleanses us from all sin.
[1 John 4:4] Little children, you belong to God and have overcome them, because the one within you is greater than the one in the world.
[Daniel 3:18] “Even if not, O king, you must know that we will never serve your gods or worship the golden image you have set up!”
[Ephesians 6:11] Put on the full armor God gives, so that you can resist the devil’s schemes.
c. The Path to Receiving the Reward #2
10. Long for Clear Rivers of Living Water
[1 Corinthians 12:3] Without being moved by the Holy Spirit, no one can say that Jesus is Lord.
[John 7:37–38] Jesus stood and cried out, “If anyone is thirsty, he may come to me and drink! Whoever believes in me, as Scripture says, ‘From his belly will flow rivers of living water.’”
[John 7:39] Jesus said this concerning the Holy Spirit whom those who believed in him were to receive. At that time the Holy Spirit had not yet been given, because Jesus had not yet received glory.
[Psalm 42:1] O God, my heart longs for you as a deer longs for streams of water.
[Matthew 5:3] Blessed are those who are humble in heart, because the kingdom of heaven is theirs.
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
[Philippians 2:12–13] Therefore, my dear brothers, since you have always obeyed—not only when I was there with you, but even more now that I am not there—work out your salvation with fear and trembling. For both your resolve and your actions come from God working within your hearts to accomplish his good will.
[Psalm 73:25] Apart from you, whom do I have in heaven? Apart from you, I desire nothing on earth!
[Hebrews 2:3] If we neglect such great salvation, how can we escape guilt?
[Jeremiah 29:13] “You will seek me; if you seek me wholeheartedly, you will certainly find me.”
[Matthew 13:44–46] The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. A person who finds it hides it and joyfully goes to sell everything he owns to buy that field. The kingdom of heaven is also like a merchant seeking fine pearls. On finding a pearl of great value, he goes to sell everything he owns and buys that pearl.
[Matthew 7:6] Do not give holy things to dogs, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, lest they trample the pearls and turn to bite you.
[Acts 18:24–25] A Jew named Apollos came to Ephesus. Born in Alexandria, he was learned and especially able to explain Scripture. This man had been instructed in the Lord’s way. With a fervent heart, he spoke and taught people about Jesus in detail, but he knew only John’s baptism.
[Acts 18:26] He preached boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they received him and explained God’s way to him in greater detail.
[Romans 12:11] Be diligent, not lazy. Be fervent in heart, and always serve the Lord.
[2 Timothy 1:3] I thank God, whom I serve with a clean conscience as my ancestors did. When I pray, I remember you unceasingly,
[Acts 20:19] Serving the Lord with humility in everything, with tears in my eyes, and enduring trials because of the Jews’ plots to harm me.
[Colossians 3:2] Set your minds on things above, not on things on earth.
11. Hear the Small, Quiet Voice
1 Kings 19:12 — After the earthquake came fire, but the LORD was not in the fire either; after the fire came a small, quiet voice.
[1 Kings 19:19] So Elijah left there and found Elisha son of Shaphat plowing. Twelve pairs of oxen were ahead of him, and he himself was driving the twelfth pair. Elijah went to him and laid his own outer garment on him.
[Luke 15:17] He came to his senses and said, “How many of my father’s hired workers have food to spare! Am I instead to starve to death here?”
[Romans 8:6] To be mindful of the flesh is death; to be mindful of the Holy Spirit is life and peace.
[1 Thessalonians 5:19–20] Do not extinguish the Holy Spirit’s prompting; do not despise the prophets’ speaking;
[1 Samuel 3:1] The boy Samuel served the LORD before Eli. In those days, the LORD’s words were rare, and revelations were uncommon.
[1 Samuel 3:4] The LORD called Samuel. Samuel said, “Here I am!”
[Isaiah 50:4] The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of one who has been taught, so that I know how to support the weary with words. Each morning the Lord awakens me, awakening my ears so that I can listen like one who has been taught.
[Matthew 13:10–12] The disciples came to ask Jesus, “Why do you teach them with parables?” Jesus answered, “You can have the opportunity to understand the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but they do not. Whoever has will receive still more, until there is an abundance; but whoever does not have will lose even the little he now has.”
[Matthew 13:13] I teach them with parables because they look without seeing and hear without understanding.
[Luke 15:17] Yet no one even gave him these things. Finally he came to his senses and thought to himself, “At home, my father’s workers have plenty of food. Am I now to starve to death here?”
[Matthew 22:39] The second is similar to this: “Love others as yourself.”
[James 1:19] Dear brothers and sisters, in everything you should be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become angry;
[James 1:22] Be sure to put into practice the word you have heard. Do not merely hear it and leave it at that, for that would be deceiving yourselves.
[Matthew 7:24–25] A person who listens to my teaching and practices it is like a wise person who builds a house on rock. Despite the wind and rain and the impact of floods, the house still stands firm, because its foundation is secure;
[Hebrews 4:2] In fact, like the Israelites in Moses’ time, we have already heard the gospel. But although they heard it, they did not believe, so the gospel was of no benefit to them.
[Psalm 51:8] Please grant me joy again; let even the bones you have broken rejoice and be glad.
12. Empty the Wineskin to Hold New Wine
[Matthew 9:17] “Nor does anyone put new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the wineskins split, the wine leaks out, and even the wineskins are ruined. New wine is put only into new wineskins.”
[Ephesians 5:18] Do not become drunk on wine, which can lead people into dissipation; instead, be filled with the Holy Spirit.
[1 Corinthians 3:16] Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells within you?
[1 Corinthians 6:19–20] Do you not know that your body is the Holy Spirit’s temple? This Holy Spirit comes from God and dwells within you. Moreover, you do not belong to yourselves, because you were bought at a great price. Therefore, glorify God in your body.
[Ephesians 1:14] This Holy Spirit is the evidence that we will receive the inheritance (note: the original says “pledge”), until God’s people (note: “people” is “property” in the original) are redeemed, so that his glory may receive praise.
[Acts 5:32] “We bear witness to this, and the Holy Spirit whom God gives to those who obey also bears witness to this.”
[Romans 1:5] We have received grace and the office of apostle, to bring people among all nations to believe and obey the true way for his name.
[Isaiah 59:2] But your iniquities have separated you from God. Your sins have caused him to hide his face and not listen to you.
[Hebrews 12:14] Pursue harmony with everyone, and pursue holiness. Without holiness no one can see the Lord.
[1 Samuel 16:14] The LORD’s Spirit left Saul, and an evil spirit came from the LORD to disturb him.
[Hebrews 9:14] How much more, then, can the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish or defect to God, cleanse your hearts (note: the original says “consciences”), removing your dead works so that you may serve the eternally living God?
[Revelation 1:5] And from Jesus Christ, who bears truthful witness, was the first to rise from the dead, and is the head of the kings of the earth: may grace and peace be yours! He loves us and uses his own blood to free us from sin (note: some ancient manuscripts have “wash away” for “free from”),
[1 Peter 1:18–19] Knowing that you were redeemed and freed from the futile conduct handed down by your ancestors, not through perishable things such as gold or silver, but through Christ’s precious blood, like the blood of a lamb without blemish or stain.
[Acts 2:13] Others mocked them, saying, “They are simply full of new wine.”
[1 Samuel 15:22–23] “Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and peace offerings as much as in people obeying his words? Obedience is better than sacrifice; submission is better than the fat of rams. The sin of rebellion is equal to the sin of practicing sorcery; the sin of stubbornness is the same as worshiping false gods and idols. Since you have rejected the LORD’s command, the LORD has also rejected you as king.”
[Galatians 2:20] I have already been crucified with Christ. The one living now is no longer I, but Christ living within me. And the life I now live in the flesh, I live through faith in God’s Son, who loves me and gave himself for me.
[Galatians 5:24–25] All who belong to Christ Jesus have already crucified the flesh together with its evil passions and selfish desires. If we receive life through the Holy Spirit, we should also act through the Holy Spirit.
[Psalm 51:10] O God, please create a clean heart for me and renew an upright spirit within me.
13. Let Your Own Will Follow the Wind and Be Renewed Daily
[John 3:8] “The wind blows as it wills. You hear its sound, but do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone born of the Holy Spirit.”
[Acts 17:28] Our living, moving, and continuing to exist all depend on him. As some of your poets have said, “We too are born of him.”
[Acts 26:14] We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to me in Hebrew, “Saul, Saul! Why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads!”
[Jonah 3:3] Jonah arose in accordance with the LORD’s word and went to Nineveh. This Nineveh was an extremely large city, a journey of three days.
[Acts 9:18] Something like scales immediately fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see. Then he arose and was baptized,
[Acts 5:32] “We bear witness to this, and the Holy Spirit whom God gives to those who obey also bears witness to this.”
[2 Corinthians 3:17] The Lord is that Spirit; where the Lord’s Spirit is, there freedom is obtained.
[1 Thessalonians 5:19–20] Do not extinguish the Holy Spirit’s prompting; [20] do not despise the prophets’ speaking;
[1 Corinthians 9:27] I subdue my body and make it obey me, lest after I preach the gospel to others, I myself should instead be rejected.
[Galatians 5:22–23] The fruit borne by the Holy Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. No law forbids such things.
[Romans 7:23–24] But I perceive another law in my members battling against the law in my heart. It takes me captive and makes me follow the law of sin in those members. How miserable I am! Who can save me from this body that brings death?
[Romans 12:2] Do not imitate this world, but be transformed through the renewal of your mind, so that you can discern what is God’s good, perfect, and pleasing will.
[Luke 22:42] Saying, “Father! If you are willing, remove this cup. Yet let not my will be accomplished, but only yours.”
14. Reverently Offer a Living Sacrifice in the Altar’s Fire
[Romans 12:1] Therefore, brothers, through God’s mercy I urge you to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God. Serving in this way is what you rightly ought to do.
[Deuteronomy 4:24] For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a God jealous against evil.
[1 Peter 2:23] When insulted, he did not answer back; when he suffered, he did not speak threats. He only entrusted himself to the Lord who judges people righteously.
[2 Peter 3:10] But the Lord’s day will come like a thief. On that day, the heavens will pass away with a great noise, material things will be dissolved by intense fire, and the earth and everything on it will be burned up.
[Hebrews 12:28–29] Therefore, since we have received a kingdom that cannot be shaken, we should give thanks, serving God as pleases him, with devout and reverent hearts. For our God is a consuming fire.
[Isaiah 45:7] I make light and also make darkness; I give peace and also bring calamity. I, the LORD, make all these things.
[1 Samuel 11:6] When Saul heard these words, God’s Spirit moved him greatly, and he became very angry.
[1 Samuel 16:14] The LORD’s Spirit left Saul, and an evil spirit came from the LORD to disturb him.
[Zechariah 4:6] He said to me, “This is what the LORD tells Zerubbabel. The LORD of hosts says, ‘It is not by relying on power or on ability, but only by relying on my Spirit that things can be accomplished.’”
[John 20:21–22] Jesus said to them again, “May you have peace! As the Father sent me, I also send you in the same way.” After saying this, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”
[Titus 3:6] The Holy Spirit is whom God has poured generously upon us through Jesus Christ our Savior,
[1 Corinthians 10:31] Therefore, whether you eat or drink, whatever you do, do it for God’s glory.
[John 16:14] He will glorify me, because he will tell you what he receives from me.
[Isaiah 43:7] “Everyone called by my name, whom I created for my own glory, whom I made and formed.”
[Romans 3:23] For everyone in the world has sinned and falls short of God’s glory;
[Mark 3:29] “But whoever blasphemes the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven, but must bear eternal sin.”
[2 Peter 3:11–12] Since all these things will be dissolved in this way, how holy and devout you should be in your conduct, eagerly looking forward to the coming of God’s day. On that day, the heavens will be burned and dissolved, and material things will melt in intense fire.
15. The Messenger Dove Arrives with Joy and the Heart Finds Peace
[Genesis 8:11] In the evening, the dove returned to him, carrying in its beak an olive leaf freshly twisted off. Then Noah knew that the waters on the earth had receded.
[Romans 8:6] To be mindful of the flesh is death; to be mindful of the Holy Spirit is life and peace.
[Psalm 131:2] My heart is calm and quiet, like a weaned child in its mother’s arms. My heart within me truly is like a weaned child.
[Luke 2:14] “Glory to God in the highest! On earth, peace to those with whom he is pleased
[Matthew 11:28] All who labor and carry heavy burdens may come to me, and I will give you rest.
[1 Samuel 1:17] Eli said, “You may go back in peace. May the God of Israel grant what you have asked of him!”
[Romans 8:26] Moreover, the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know how we ought to pray, but the Holy Spirit himself prays for us with sighs that cannot be expressed in words.
[Daniel 6:10] When Daniel knew that this prohibition had been stamped with the royal seal, he went to his own home and knelt before his God three times a day to pray and give thanks, just as he usually did.
[Joshua 1:9] “Be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or alarmed, because wherever you go, the LORD your God will certainly be with you.”
[Psalm 85:10] Lovingkindness and truth meet one another; righteousness and peace kiss one another.
[Isaiah 32:17] The fruit of righteousness will certainly be peace; the effect of righteousness will certainly be calm and stability forever.
[Hebrews 10:38] “But the righteous will certainly receive life through faith. If he draws back, my heart will not be pleased with him.”
[Hebrews 9:14] How much more, then, can the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish or defect to God, cleanse your hearts (note: the original says “consciences”), removing your dead works so that you may serve the eternally living God?
[Romans 5:3] Not only so, but even in hardship we are joyful.
16. Be Counted Righteous by God through Faith
[Colossians 4:12] (Epaphras) He always strives earnestly in prayer for you, that you may be complete in all God’s will, full of faith, and able to stand firmly.
[Genesis 15:6] Abram believed the LORD, and the LORD counted this as his righteousness.
[Mark 9:23] Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, everything is possible for the person who believes.”
[John 1:12] To all who received him, those who believed in his name, he gave the authority to become God’s children.
[Romans 3:22] Namely, God’s righteousness, given through faith in Jesus Christ to everyone who believes, without distinction.
[Luke 17:14] “Go and show your bodies to the priests!” As they went, they were cleansed.
[Hebrews 11:6] Without faith, a person cannot please God. For whoever comes before God must believe that God exists and also believe that he rewards those who seek him.
[John 6:29] Jesus answered, “To believe in the one God has sent—this is doing God’s work.”
[James 2:17] Thus, faith without works is dead.
[Romans 1:5] From him we have received grace and the office of apostle, to bring people among all nations to believe and obey the true way for his name;
[Romans 12:3] Through the grace given to me, I say to each of you: do not think more highly of yourself than you ought, but assess yourself moderately, according to the amount of faith God has apportioned to each person.
[1 Corinthians 12:9] Another receives faith given by this Holy Spirit, and another receives gifts of healing given by this Holy Spirit,
[1 Corinthians 12:11] All this is the work of this Holy Spirit, distributed to each person according to his own will.
[John 15:15] From now on I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know what the master is doing. Instead, I call you friends, because I have already told you everything I heard from my Father.
[James 2:23] “Abraham believed God, and this was counted as his righteousness.” He was also called God’s friend.
[Romans 4:21] And fully believing in his heart that God would certainly be able to accomplish what he had promised.
[Romans 3:28] Therefore, we have reached this conclusion: a person is justified through faith, without depending on observance of the law.
17. Works and Faith Are Inseparable
[James 2:17–18] Thus, faith without works is dead. Someone will certainly say, “You have faith and I have works. Show me your faith without works, and through my works I will show you my faith.”
[Luke 15:20] So he arose and went to his father. While he was still far away, his father saw him and was moved with compassion. He ran to embrace his neck and kissed him repeatedly.
[Romans 1:17] For God’s righteousness is being revealed in this gospel. This righteousness begins with faith and extends to faith. As Scripture records, “The righteous will certainly receive life through faith.”
[1 Peter 1:7] So that your faith, after being tested, may prove more precious than gold, which can still perish even after being tested by fire, and may receive praise, glory, and honor when Jesus Christ appears.
[Mark 5:36] When Jesus heard what was said, he told the synagogue ruler, “Do not be afraid; only believe!”
[Matthew 8:26] Jesus said, “You of little faith! Why are you timid?” Then he arose and rebuked the wind and sea, and the wind and sea became very calm.
[Acts 16:15] After she and her household had been baptized, she urged us, “If you consider me a true believer in the Lord, please come and stay in my home.” Thus she insisted that we stay.
[Luke 15:18] I will arise and go to my father and say to him, “Father! I have sinned against heaven and also against you;”
[Luke 15:28] But the older son was angry and refused to go in. His father came out to urge him.
[Ephesians 4:1] I, imprisoned for the Lord, urge you: since you have been called, your conduct should match the grace you have received.
[Romans 4:21] And fully believing in his heart that God would certainly be able to accomplish what he had promised.
[Luke 12:56–57] Hypocrites! You know how to discern the appearance of earth and sky; why do you not know how to discern this time? And why do you not judge for yourselves what is reasonable?
[Ezekiel 18:19] You still say, “Why does the son not bear the father’s iniquity?” The son does what is upright and reasonable, carefully observing and carrying out all my statutes; he will certainly live.
[Jonah 4:9–11] “Is it reasonable for you to be angry over this castor-oil plant?” He said, “It is reasonable for me to be angry even to death!” The LORD said, “You neither planted nor cultivated this castor-oil plant, which sprang up in one night and withered in one night, yet you cherish it. How much more the great city of Nineveh, with more than 120,000 people who cannot distinguish their left hand from their right, and also many livestock—how could I not cherish it?”
[James 2:22] Thus we can see that faith acts together with his works, and only through works is faith made complete.
18. Faith Is Based on God’s Word
[Romans 1:17] For God’s righteousness is being revealed in this gospel. This righteousness begins with faith and extends to faith. As Scripture records, “The righteous will certainly receive life through faith.”
[1 Timothy 1:15] “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” This saying is trustworthy and wholly worthy of acceptance. Among sinners, I am the chief.
[Hebrews 11:11] Through faith, even Sarah herself, although past childbearing age, could still conceive, because she considered the one who promised her trustworthy.
[2 Timothy 2:13] “Even if we are unfaithful, he remains trustworthy, because he cannot go against himself.”
[Titus 3:8] This saying is trustworthy. I also want you to explain these things firmly and clearly, so that those who have already believed in God will pay attention to engaging in proper work. These are all good things and beneficial to people.
[1 Peter 2:1–2] Therefore, since you have removed all malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and every slanderous word, long for pure spiritual milk as newborn babies long for milk, so that through it you may gradually grow until you receive salvation.
[2 Timothy 1:13–14] Constantly keep the pattern of sound words you heard from me, with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. Firmly guard the good way previously entrusted to you, relying on the Holy Spirit who dwells within us.
[2 Timothy 4:3–4] For a time will come when people will be tired of sound teaching. With itching ears, they will follow their own desires and accumulate many teachers. They will also cover their ears against the true way and turn toward fanciful tales.
[1 Timothy 6:3] If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not obey the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with godliness,
[2 Corinthians 3:6] He enables us to undertake the role of ministers of this new covenant, not through the written letter, but through its spiritual meaning. For the written letter causes people to die, while the spiritual meaning causes people to live (“spiritual meaning” may also be rendered “Holy Spirit”).
[1 Corinthians 2:14] Yet the person of flesh and blood does not grasp the things of God’s Holy Spirit, but instead considers them foolish and cannot know them, because only spiritual people can see through these things.
[John 6:63] It is the spirit that gives people life; the flesh is of no benefit. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.
[1 Corinthians 14:37] If anyone considers himself a prophet or spiritual, he should know that what I write to you is the Lord’s command.
[Acts 9:27] Only Barnabas received him and led him to the apostles, recounting how he had seen the Lord on the road, how the Lord had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly in Jesus’ name in Damascus.
[Colossians 1:23] Provided that you persevere in the way you believe, with a secure foundation, firm and unshaken, and are not moved to lose the hope of the gospel. This gospel is what you have heard and what has also been proclaimed for everyone under heaven to hear. I, Paul, have also become a minister of this gospel.
19. Testing Faith in the Furnace Is Necessary
[1 Peter 1:7] So that your faith, after being tested, may prove more precious than gold, which can still perish even after being tested by fire, and may receive praise, glory, and honor when Jesus Christ appears.
[1 Peter 5:9] Resist him with firm faith, knowing that all your brothers in the world are also experiencing such suffering.
[1 Peter 4:12] Dear brothers, when a fiery trial comes upon you, do not consider it strange.
[Job 5:7] A person living in this world will certainly encounter hardship, just as sparks fly upward.
[Romans 8:22–23] We know that all created things have been sighing and laboring together until now. Not only so, but even we who have the firstfruits of the Holy Spirit sigh within our own hearts, waiting to receive the status of sons, that is, the redemption of our bodies.
[Numbers 14:36–37] The people Moses sent to spy out the land returned and brought a bad report about the land, causing the whole assembly to complain against Moses. All these people who brought the bad report suffered a plague and died before the LORD.
[Acts 14:22] Strengthening the disciples’ hearts and urging them to persevere in the way they believed, and also saying, “We must experience many hardships to enter God’s kingdom.”
[Genesis 22:12] The angel said, “Do not lay a hand on this boy or harm him at all! Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”
[John 12:27] My heart is troubled now. What should I say? Father, save me from this hour—but I came for this very hour.
[Job 1:21] Saying, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I shall certainly return. The LORD gives, and the LORD also takes away. The LORD’s name should be praised.”
[Acts 5:41] They left the council joyful in heart, because they had been counted worthy to suffer disgrace for this name.
[Romans 14:17] For God’s kingdom does not depend on eating and drinking, but only on righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.
[Romans 5:3–5] Not only so, but even in hardship we are joyful. For we know that hardship produces endurance, endurance produces seasoned character, and seasoned character produces hope. Hope does not lead to shame, because the Holy Spirit given to us has poured God’s love into our hearts.
[1 Peter 1:7–8] So that your faith, after being tested, may prove more precious than gold, which can still perish even after being tested by fire, and may receive praise, glory, and honor when Jesus Christ appears. Although you have never seen him, you love him. Though you cannot see him now, through believing in him you have great joy that cannot be expressed, full of radiant glory,
[Romans 8:18] I consider the sufferings of the present unworthy of concern when compared with the glory that will be revealed to us in the future.
[James 1:2–3] My brothers, when you fall into trials of every kind, consider it great joy; [3] for you know that your faith, after undergoing testing, produces endurance.
20. Faith Is Living and Can Grow
2 Thessalonians 1:3 — Brothers, we should always thank God for you. This is fitting, because your faith is growing exceptionally, and all of you also abound in love for one another.
[Romans 1:17] God’s righteousness is being revealed in this gospel. This righteousness begins with faith and extends to faith.
2 Corinthians 10:15–16 — Hoping that as your faith grows, the boundaries measured out to us may expand further through you, enabling us to proclaim the gospel in places beyond you.
[Romans 9:30–31] The Gentiles, who originally did not pursue righteousness, have instead obtained righteousness, the righteousness received through faith. But the Israelites pursued the righteousness of the law and instead failed to obtain the righteousness of the law.
[Acts 11:24] This Barnabas was a good man, filled with the Holy Spirit and possessing great faith.
[Acts 6:5] The whole group chose Stephen, a man of great faith and filled with the Holy Spirit.
[2 Peter 1:5–7] Having faith, also add virtue; add knowledge; add self-control; add endurance; add godliness; add love for everyone.
[1 Thessalonians 1:3] Before God our Father, unceasingly remembering the work you do through faith, the labor you bear through love, and the endurance you maintain through hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
[Colossians 2:7] Rooted and built up in him, firm in faith, just as you were taught, with an increasingly thankful heart.
[Philemon 1:6] May the faith you share with others prove effective, so that people may know that all your good deeds are done for Christ.
[Romans 12:3] Do not think more highly of yourself than you ought, but assess yourself moderately, according to the amount of faith God has apportioned to each person.
[Mark 9:24] Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, everything is possible for the person who believes.” [24] The child’s father immediately cried out, “I believe, but my faith is insufficient. Lord, please help!”
[Hebrews 12:2] Looking to Jesus, who begins and completes our faith.
[Luke 17:5–6] The apostles said to the Lord, “Lord, please increase our faith.” The Lord said, “If you have faith like a mustard seed, even if you say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ it will certainly obey you.”
[Luke 17:9–10] “When a servant does what he was commanded, does the master still thank him? Thus, when you have finished everything you were commanded, you should only say, ‘We are useless servants; what we have done is what we were duty-bound to do.’”
[Romans 10:17] Thus we can see that believing the way comes from hearing the way, and hearing the way comes from Christ’s words.
21. Willingly Believe and Obey God’s Will
[Ephesians 5:17] Do not be foolish people; understand what the Lord’s will is.
[1 John 5:14] If we ask anything according to his will, he listens to us. This is the unafraid confidence we have toward him.
[2 Samuel 12:23] “The child is dead. Why should I fast? Can I bring him back? I will certainly go to him, but he cannot return here to me.”
[Isaiah 55:8–9] “My thoughts are not like your thoughts, and my ways are not like your ways. As heaven is higher than earth, so my ways are higher than your ways, and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.”
[1 John 3:21–22] Dear brothers, if our hearts do not reproach us, we can be confidently unafraid before God. And we receive from him everything we ask, because we keep his commands and do what pleases him.
[Acts 13:22] After removing Saul, he chose and appointed David as their king and also testified about him, saying, “I have found David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart, who will do my will in everything.”
[Matthew 12:50] “Whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother, sister, and mother.”
[Romans 13:2] Therefore, whoever resists those in authority resists God’s command, and those who resist will certainly bring punishment upon themselves.
[Psalm 107:10–13] Those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, bound by affliction and iron chains, are there because they disobeyed God’s words and despised the Most High’s will. Therefore, he subdued their hearts with hard labor; they fell, and no one helped them. Then, in their suffering, they cried to the LORD, and he saved them from their troubles.
[Psalm 119:67] Before I suffered, I went astray, but now I keep your word.
[1 John 1:7] If we walk in the light, as God is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of his Son Jesus also cleanses us from all sin.
[Psalm 40:8] “My God, I delight in acting according to your will; your law is in my heart.”
[John 15:10] If you keep my commands, you remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love.
[1 Samuel 15:23] “The sin of rebellion is equal to the sin of practicing sorcery; the sin of stubbornness is the same as worshiping false gods and idols. Since you have rejected the LORD’s command, the LORD has also rejected you as king.”
[Romans 12:2] Do not imitate this world, but be transformed through the renewal of your mind, so that you can discern what is God’s good, perfect, and pleasing will.
[1 John 5:14] If we ask anything according to his will, he listens to us. This is the unafraid confidence we have toward him.
22. God’s Love Never Ceases
[1 John 4:16] God is love! Whoever dwells in love dwells in God, and God also dwells in him.
[1 John 2:28] Little children, dwell in the Lord. Then, if he appears, we can be confidently unafraid.
[1 Corinthians 13:8] Love never ceases.
[John 13:1] Before Passover, Jesus knew that his time to leave the world and return to the Father had arrived. Since he loved those in the world who belonged to him, he loved them to the end.
[1 John 4:8] Whoever has no love does not know God, because God is love.
[2 Peter 1:4] Therefore, he has already given us precious and exceedingly great promises, so that, having escaped the corruption in the world that comes from desire, we may share in God’s nature.
[Galatians 2:20] I have already been crucified with Christ. The one living now is no longer I, but Christ living within me.
[Psalm 51:1] Please have compassion on me according to your lovingkindness; blot out my transgressions according to your abundant mercy!
Luke 23:34] “Father, forgive them! For they do not know what they are doing.”
[Romans 13:10] Love does no harm to people; therefore, love fulfills the law.
[Romans 13:8] Owe no one anything; only in loving one another should you always consider yourselves indebted, because whoever loves others fulfills the law.
[Philemon 1:18–19] If he has wronged you or owes you anything, charge it all to my account; I will certainly repay it. I, Paul, write this with my own hand. I need not tell you that even you yourself are indebted to me.
[John 13:34] I give you a new command: love one another. As I have loved you, so you must also love one another.
[Genesis 50:21] “Now do not be afraid. I will certainly provide for you and your women and children.” Thus Joseph comforted them with affectionate words.
[Luke 15:20–21] So he arose and went to his father. While he was still far away, his father saw him and was moved with compassion. He ran to embrace his neck and kissed him repeatedly. The son said, “Father! I have sinned against heaven and also against you. From now on I am not worthy to be called your son.”
[1 Peter 5:13–14] My son Mark also greets you. Greet one another with a kiss of love. May peace belong to all of you who are in Christ.
[1 John 4:16] We know and believe the love God has for us. God is love! Whoever dwells in love dwells in God, and God also dwells in him.
23.
[Romans 5:5] Because the Holy Spirit given to us has poured God’s love into our hearts.
[Galatians 5:22] Namely, love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
[Romans 15:30] Brothers, through our Lord Jesus Christ and through the Holy Spirit’s love, I urge you to strive together with me, praying to God for me,
[Colossians 1:8] And also told us of the love you have because of the Holy Spirit.
and who also told us of your love in the Spirit.
[Philippians 2:1] Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort in love, any fellowship in the Holy Spirit, any compassion and mercy in the heart,
if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit,
[1 Samuel 16:14] The LORD’s Spirit left Saul, and an evil spirit came from the LORD to disturb him.
[1 Samuel 18:17] “I will give you my eldest daughter Merab as your wife, provided that you fight bravely for me and wage war for the LORD.” Saul said in his heart, “I should not harm him with my own hands; I will use the Philistines’ hands to harm him.”
[1 Samuel 18:12] Saul feared David because the LORD had left him and was with David.
[1 Samuel 28:16] Samuel said, “The LORD has already left you and become your enemy. Why should you ask me?”
[Psalm 51:10–12] O God, please create a clean heart for me and renew an upright spirit within me. Do not cast me away, causing me to leave your presence; do not take back your Holy Spirit from me. Please let me again have the joy of salvation, and give me a willing spirit to sustain me;
[Philippians 1:9–10] What I pray is that your love may grow more and more in knowledge and every kind of insight, enabling you to distinguish right from wrong and to be sincere and without fault until Christ’s day;
[1 John 4:12] No one has ever seen God. If we love one another, God dwells within us, and our love for him is made complete within us.
[1 John 4:17] Thus, love is made complete within us, and we can be confidently unafraid on the day of judgment. For as he is, so are we in this world.
[1 John 2:4] If someone says, “I know him,” yet does not keep his commandments, he is lying, and truth is not in his heart.
[1 John 2:27] The anointing you received from the Lord always remains in your hearts, and you do not need people to teach you; the Lord’s anointing itself teaches you in all things. This anointing is true, not false. You must dwell in the Lord according to this anointing’s teaching.
[Romans 15:30] Brothers, through our Lord Jesus Christ and through the Holy Spirit’s love, I urge you to strive together with me, praying to God for me,
24. Loving People’s Souls Is the Lord’s Will
[Isaiah 38:17] Look, my great suffering was originally to bring me peace. Because you love my soul, you saved me from the pit of corruption, for you have thrown all my sins behind your back.
[Matthew 16:26] If someone gains the whole world but forfeits his own life, what benefit is there? What can a person give in exchange for life?
[Genesis 2:7] The LORD God made a person from the dust of the earth and breathed the breath of life into his nostrils. He became a living person with a spirit, named Adam.
[1 Peter 2:25] Formerly you were like sheep that had lost their way, but now you have returned to the shepherd and overseer of your souls.
[1 Peter 5:2] Be sure to shepherd God’s flock among you, caring for them according to God’s will, not under compulsion but willingly; not because of greed for money, but gladly;
[2 Peter 3:9] What the Lord promised has not yet been accomplished, and some think he is delaying. In fact, it is not delay, but patience toward you: he does not wish even one person to perish, but wishes everyone to repent.
[1 Timothy 1:5] But the aim of the command is love, born of a clean heart, a blameless conscience, and faith without falsehood.
[Romans 9:1–3] I speak the truth in Christ and do not lie. My conscience, moved by the Holy Spirit, bears witness for me. I have great sorrow and continual pain in my heart. For my brothers, my own flesh and blood, I would even be willing to be cursed myself and separated from Christ.
[Philippians 1:8] Sharing the feelings of Christ Jesus, I long earnestly for all of you. God can bear witness for me to this.
[John 21:15] After they finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more deeply than these?” Peter said, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”
[1 John 4:20] If someone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is lying. Whoever does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.
[Philippians 1:9–10] What I pray is that your love may grow more and more in knowledge and every kind of insight, enabling you to distinguish right from wrong and to be sincere and without fault until Christ’s day;
25.
[John 11:3] The two sisters sent someone to see Jesus and say, “Lord, the person you love is sick.”
[Philemon 1:17] If you consider me a companion, receive him as you would receive me.
[John 13:34] I give you a new command: love one another. As I have loved you, so you must also love one another.
[Colossians 3:23] Whatever you do, do it from the heart, as though doing it for the Lord, not for people,
[Matthew 10:42] “Whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because of the name of disciple—I truly tell you, this person cannot fail to receive a reward.”
[Ruth 4:22] Salmon fathered Boaz; Boaz fathered Obed; Obed fathered Jesse; Jesse fathered David.
[Luke 7:5–6] “Because he loves our people and has built us a synagogue.” Jesus went with them. Not far from that house, the centurion asked several friends to go to Jesus and say to him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am unworthy for you to come to my humble home!”
[1 Kings 17:15] The woman acted according to Elijah’s words. She, her household, and Elijah ate for many days.
[1 Thessalonians 5:12] Brothers, we urge you to respect those who labor among you, namely those who govern you in the Lord and admonish you.
[1 Thessalonians 5:12] Brothers, we urge you to respect those who labor among you, namely those who govern you in the Lord and admonish you.
[Joshua 2:12] Now that I have treated you with kindness, please swear to me by the LORD that you will also treat my father’s household with kindness, and give me firm evidence,
[Acts 10:25] As soon as Peter entered, Cornelius came to meet him, fell at his feet, and worshiped him.
[Acts 10:44] While Peter was still saying these words, the Holy Spirit descended upon everyone listening to the word.
[Acts 16:15] After she and her household had been baptized, she urged us, “If you consider me a true believer in the Lord, please come and stay in my home.” Thus she insisted that we stay.
[Romans 12:10] In loving the brothers, be affectionate toward one another; in honoring people, give precedence to one another.
26. See through the World’s Vanity and Have No Worldly Love
[Philippians 3:8] I also consider everything a loss, because I regard knowing Christ Jesus my Lord as the greatest treasure. For him I have already discarded everything and consider it dung, in order to gain Christ,
[1 John 2:15] Do not love the world or the things in the world. If someone loves the world, love for the Father is not within him.
[1 John 2:17] This world and its desires will all pass away; only whoever does God’s will endures forever.
[Psalm 49:14–20] Like a flock of sheep, they are appointed to go down to the realm of the dead, and death will certainly be their shepherd. When morning comes, the upright will certainly rule over them. Their beauty will certainly be destroyed by the realm of the dead, until there is nowhere for it to remain. But God will certainly redeem my soul from the power of the realm of the dead, for he will certainly receive me. When you see people becoming rich and their households growing in splendor, do not be afraid, because when they die, they can take nothing with them; their glory cannot follow them down. Although while alive they boast of being blessed (if you benefit yourself, people will certainly praise you), they will still certainly return to their ancestors of past generations and never see light! A person who is honored but does not come to understanding is like the beasts that die.
[Romans 12:2] Do not imitate this world, but be transformed through the renewal of your mind, so that you can discern what is God’s good, perfect, and pleasing will.
[2 Peter 3:7] But the present heavens and earth are still preserved by that command, kept until the day when the ungodly are judged and perish, to be burned with fire.
[1 Corinthians 7:31] Those who use worldly things should be as though they did not use worldly things, because the form of this world is about to pass away.
[John 12:31] Now this world is judged, and the ruler of this world is to be driven out.
[John 15:19] If you belonged to the world, the world would certainly love its own. But because you do not belong to the world, and I have instead chosen you out of the world, the world hates you.
[Psalm 90:12] Please teach us how to number our days, so that we may obtain a wise heart.
[Hebrews 11:26] Through faith, when Moses grew up, he refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. He preferred to suffer harm with God’s people rather than temporarily enjoy the pleasures of sin. He regarded the disgrace suffered for Christ as more precious than Egypt’s riches, because he looked forward to the reward he would receive.
[Romans 9:1–3] I speak the truth in Christ and do not lie. My conscience, moved by the Holy Spirit, bears witness for me. I have great sorrow and continual pain in my heart. For my brothers, my own flesh and blood, I would even be willing to be cursed myself and separated from Christ.
[1 Peter 1:24–25] For, “All who are flesh and blood are like grass, and all their beautiful glory is like flowers on the grass. The grass will certainly wither, and the flowers will certainly fade; only the Lord’s word endures forever.” The gospel proclaimed to you is this word.
27. Be Moved by the Lord’s Love to Commit Yourself
[2 Corinthians 5:14–15] For Christ’s love moves us. He died for everyone so that those who live would no longer live for themselves, but for the Lord who died and rose again for them.
[1 Corinthians 16:14] Let everything you do be done with love.
[Mark 16:9] Early on the first day of the week, Jesus rose again and first appeared to Mary Magdalene, from whom Jesus had once driven out seven demons.
[1 Kings 3:26] The living child’s mother felt agonizing pain in her heart for her child and said, “My lord, please give the living child to that woman! You must not kill him.” That woman said, “The child shall belong neither to me nor to you. Split him in two!”
[John 21:15] After they finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more deeply than these?” Peter said, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”
[Luke 24:32–33] They said to one another, “On the road, when he spoke with us and explained Scripture to us, were not our hearts fervent?” They immediately arose and returned to Jerusalem, where they found the eleven apostles and their companions gathered together,
[Philippians 1:23] I am caught between two choices, preferring to leave the world and be with Christ, for that is incomparably better.
[Matthew 4:24] His fame spread throughout Syria. The people there brought everyone who was ill—those suffering from every kind of disease and pain, those possessed by demons, those with epilepsy, and those who were paralyzed—and Jesus healed them.
[Acts 18:5] When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul was earnest for the word, proving to the Jews that Jesus is the Christ.
[2 Corinthians 5:14–15] For Christ’s love moves us. And he died for everyone so that those who live would no longer live for themselves, but for the Lord who died and rose again for them.
[Romans 14:8] If we live, we live for the Lord; if we die, we die for the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we always belong to the Lord.
[1 Corinthians 3:12–15] If anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, grass and wood, or straw, each person’s work will certainly be exposed, because that day will reveal it, with fire appearing. This fire will test what each person’s work is like. If the work someone builds on that foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If someone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved. Although saved, it will be as though he had passed through fire.
[Colossians 3:23–24] Whatever you do, do it from the heart, as though doing it for the Lord, not for people, because you know that you will certainly receive the inheritance from the Lord as a reward. The one you serve is the Lord Christ.
[Romans 12:11] Be diligent, not lazy. Be fervent in heart, and always serve the Lord.
28. Inherit Eternal Life through Hope
[Titus 3:6–7] The Holy Spirit is whom God has poured generously upon us through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, justified by his grace, we may become heirs through the hope of eternal life (or, “may inherit eternal life through hope”).
[Titus 1:2] Hoping for the eternal life that God, who does not lie, promised before the ages,
[Romans 8:24] Our salvation depends on hope. But hope that is seen is not hope; who still hopes for what he sees?
[Romans 4:20] And looking to God’s promise, he never became doubtful in his heart through unbelief; instead, through faith his heart was strengthened, and he gave glory to God.
[Romans 8:23] Not only so, but even we who have the firstfruits of the Holy Spirit sigh within our own hearts, waiting to receive the status of sons, that is, the redemption of our bodies.
[Philippians 3:20–21] But we are citizens of heaven, and we wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, to come down from heaven. Through the great power by which he can bring all things into submission to himself, he will change the form of our lowly bodies to resemble his own glorious body.
[Luke 19:9] “Today salvation has come to this household, because he too is a descendant of Abraham.
[2 Corinthians 5:17] If anyone is in Christ, that person is a new creation. The old things have passed away; everything has become new.
[Ephesians 1:12] So that his glory may receive praise from us who were the first to have hope in Christ.
[Romans 6:23] For the wages of sin are death; only God’s gracious gift, in Christ Jesus our Lord, is eternal life.
[Psalm 16:2] My heart, you once said to the LORD, “You are my Lord; my good lies nowhere outside you.”
[Colossians 1:5] Because of the hope kept for you in heaven, the hope you previously heard of in the word of truth of the gospel.
[Romans 15:4] All Scripture written in former times was written to teach us, so that through the endurance and comfort produced by Scripture we may obtain hope.
[Romans 4:18] When there was no hope, through faith he still had hope, and so became the father of many nations, just as had been said before: “Your descendants will be like this.”
[Romans 15:13] May the God who gives people hope fill your hearts with every kind of joy and peace through faith, so that through the Holy Spirit’s power you may abound in hope.
29. What Is Hoped for Belongs to the Unseen
[Romans 8:25] But if we hope for what we do not see, we will certainly wait patiently.
[Hebrews 11:1] Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the firm evidence of things unseen.
[1 Thessalonians 5:8] But since we belong to the daytime, we should exercise self-control, covering our chests with faith and love as a breastplate and putting on the hope of salvation as a helmet.
[2 Corinthians 5:7] For we conduct our lives through faith, not through what our eyes see.
[Romans 1:20] Since the creation of heaven and earth, God’s eternal power and divine nature have been clearly knowable. Although eyes cannot see them, they can be understood through created things, leaving people without excuse.
[2 Corinthians 4:18] For we do not attend to what is seen, but to what is unseen, because what is seen is temporary, while what is unseen is eternal.
[Luke 17:20] “When will God’s kingdom come?” Jesus answered, “The coming of God’s kingdom is not something eyes can see.
[Hebrews 11:13] All these people died with faith, without having received what was promised. Yet they saw it from afar and welcomed it joyfully, and acknowledged that they were travelers and temporary residents in the world.
[Hebrews 11:16] But they long for a better homeland, one in heaven. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God, because he has already prepared a city for them.
[Hebrews 11:24–26] Through faith, when Moses grew up, he refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. He preferred to suffer harm with God’s people rather than temporarily enjoy the pleasures of sin. He regarded the disgrace suffered for Christ as more precious than Egypt’s riches, because he looked forward to the reward he would receive.
[Romans 8:25] But if we hope for what we do not see, we will certainly wait patiently.
[1 Thessalonians 1:3] Before God our Father, unceasingly remembering the work you do through faith, the labor you bear through love, and the endurance you maintain through hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
[Isaiah 64:4] Since ancient times people have never heard, their ears have never heard, and their eyes have never seen any god besides you who acts for those who wait for him.
[Romans 5:2] Through him, we also gain entrance by faith into this grace in which we now stand, and joyfully hope for God’s glory.
[Philippians 3:14] I run straight toward the goal to receive the reward for which God calls me from above in Christ Jesus.
30. Those Who Act through Hope Are Holy People
[1 Peter 1:13] Therefore, restrain your hearts and exercise careful self-control, wholeheartedly hoping for the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ appears.
[Genesis 39:9] “No one in this house is greater than I, and he has withheld nothing from my charge except you, because you are his wife. How could I commit this great evil and sin against God?”
[Numbers 14:9–10] “But you must not rebel against the LORD, and do not fear the inhabitants of that land, because they are our food and their protector has already left them. The LORD is with us; do not fear them!” But the whole assembly said, “Stone both of them to death!” Suddenly, the LORD’s radiant glory appeared in the tent of meeting before all the Israelites.
[2 Corinthians 11:3] I only fear that your hearts might turn toward evil and lose the single-minded, clean heart you have toward Christ, just as the serpent deceived Eve with cunning.
[Proverbs 3:7–8] Do not consider yourself wise; fear the LORD and stay far from evil deeds. This will heal your navel and nourish all your bones.
[Galatians 6:7] Do not deceive yourselves. God cannot be treated with contempt. Whatever a person sows is also what he reaps.
[1 John 1:9] If we confess our sins, God is faithful and righteous, and will certainly forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness;
[Isaiah 45:7] I make light and also make darkness; I give peace and also bring calamity. I, the LORD, make all these things.
[1 Timothy 6:19] Accumulating a good foundation for themselves, preparing for the future, so that they may take hold of true life.
[1 Corinthians 15:19] If through Christ we have hope only in this present life, we are even more pitiable than everyone else.
[Genesis 14:14] When Abram heard that his nephew had been taken captive, he led 318 trained, able-bodied men born and raised in his household and pursued them straight to Dan.
[Hebrews 11:9] Through faith, he lived as a stranger in the promised land, as though dwelling in tents in a foreign land, just like Isaac and Jacob, who shared the same promise.
[Hebrews 11:16] But they long for a better homeland, one in heaven. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God, because he has already prepared a city for them.
[Colossians 3:2] Set your minds on things above, not on things on earth.
[2 Peter 3:14] Dear brothers, since you hope for these things, be diligent, so that you may be unstained, beyond reproach, and meet the Lord in peace.
[Proverbs 23:26] My son, give your heart to me, and let your eyes also delight in my ways.
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Reading 35
A Rewarded Life — Outline
A Rewarded Life — Rev. David Tsang
The Way for Christians to Receive God’s Reward
A. How to Be Sure of Receiving God’s Reward — 2 Timothy 4:7-8; Philippians 3:13-14
1. Reward Is by Grace — Ephesians 2:8
a) Two different theological views — Jeremiah 17:9
b) A person’s decision to believe in the Lord comes from God’s grace — Philippians 2:13; Deuteronomy 29:29
c) Practicing benevolence depends on oneself — 2 Chronicles 33:12; 1 Samuel 16:23
Memory verse: — Hebrews 2:3
Discussion question: Who makes decisions in my heart?
2. Receiving Reward Is a Process — Matthew 10:22
a) Life is a probationary period for becoming a citizen of the kingdom of heaven — John 1:12; Romans 8:23; Philippians 3:12
b) The conditions for the security of salvation — Philippians 1:6; John 10:27-29
c) Those who rely on the Lord receive stability — 1 Corinthians 10:12; Psalm 139:23-24
d) Thank God in favorable circumstances; wait for the Lord in adversity — 1 Peter  5:10
Memory verse: — Philippians 2:12
Discussion question: Am I sure today that I have a share in God’s kingdom?
3. A Life Worthy of Reward — Ephesians 4:1
a) Be a Christian with the substance of godliness — Acts 10:34; 1 Corinthians 10:1-5; Malachi 1:3, 1:6-7
b) Do not deceive yourself — 1 Samuel 16:7; Revelation 3:1; Matthew 7:21-23
c) The character of a life worthy of reward — Matthew  5:1-12
Memory verse: — Philippians 1:21
Discussion question: What has first priority in my life?
B. Path to Reward #1: Rely on the Words That Come From God’s Mouth — Psalm 119:49-50
4. The Lord’s Words Are Spirit and Life — John 6:63
a) God’s Word is God — John 1:1
b) God Himself is a mystery — Psalm 33:6;John 1:14;Colossians 1:16;2 Corinthians 3:17;Romans 8:16;Galatians 4:6;Genesis 1:2,1:26;Deuteronomy 6:4;Matthew 28:19
c) Should love the word as one loves life — Psalm 36:9; Luke 21:33; Deuteronomy 30:20
Memory verse: — Psalm 119:165
Discussion question: Do I drink from the fountain of life every day?
5. People Know God Through the Lord’s Word — Exodus 3:14
a) People need to rely on revelation to know God — 2 Timothy 3:6; Psalm 119:105,109:130
b) Those who understand God’s word have true freedom — John 8:32; Hebrews 4:3; Colossians 2:16-17
c) God’s word produces power — John 6:63; 1 Corinthians 12:3; Acts 16:14-15
d) Only by putting away defilement can one receive the true word — James 1:21
e) Must have a heart willing to practice the word — Acts 13:22;  Jeremiah 42:6
Memory verse: — Matthew 7:24
Discussion question: What is the purpose of understanding God’s will?
6. Hold Firmly to Sound Teaching — 2 Corinthians 1:13
a) Mistakes often made by those whose faith is unsound — 2 Timothy 2:3;Ephesians 6:17;Jeremiah 28:15-17;1 Corinthians 12:28;2 Corinthians 3:7;Revelation 22:18
b) Should hold to the spirit of Scripture — 2 Corinthians  3:7; Revelation 22:18
c) Be a worker without shame — 1 Corinthians 12:10-11; 2 Timothy 2:15
d) Keep a clean conscience — John 17:20-21; 2 Timothy 1:3
Memory verse: — Titus  2:1
Discussion question: Am I a Christian with a clear conscience today?
7. Store the Lord’s Word in the Heart — Psalm 119:11
a) Storing the Lord’s word in the heart manifests depth of spiritual life — Acts 16:25
b) Reasons for storing the Lord’s word in the heart — Psalm 119:11;Isaiah 43:7;2 Peter 3:18;Luke 2:52.
c) Should keep the soil of one’s heart good — 1 Peter 1:23; Matthew 13:4-9
Memory verse: — Psalm 119:9
Discussion question: How should I improve my spiritual condition?
8. Live Out Life and Proclaim the Lord’s Word — Philippians 2:15-16
a) New life is the result of a person receiving God’s word — John 1:14;1 Peter 1:23;John 4:15,4:28;Matthew 7:20
b) Only those who are born again can enter God’s kingdom — John 3:3;Luke 17:21;Psalm 32:2;2 Timothy 2:13;John 3:5;Matthew 7:23
c) Live out a new life that has God’s love — 1 John 4:8;Acts 16:15;Matthew 10:40;John 10:10
Memory verse: — John 12:11
Discussion question: In order to lead people to the Lord, what changes do I need to make in my speech, conduct, and attitudes?
9. Overcome the Devil With the Word and Be a Good Soldier — James 4:7
a) Should know the danger of the devil’s existence — Isaiah 14:14-15;1 Samuel 28:11;1 Peter 5:8;2 Corinthians 11:13-15;Revelation 2:10
b) Know yourself and know the devil: win every battle — Luke 4:36,4:13;Revelation 20:10;Ephesians 6:17;2 Timothy 4:10;Hebrews 2:15;Revelation 20:10
c) Conditions for overcoming the devil — Revelation 12:11,1:5;1 John 1:7-9;Matthew 4:11;Daniel 3:18,3:25
Memory verse: — Ephesians 6:11
Discussion question: Can I count as a worthy soldier of Christ?
C. Only by God’s Spirit Can Things Be Accomplished — 1 Corinthians 12:3
10. Thirst for the Clear Rivers of Living Water — John 7:37-38
a) Those who hunger and thirst can receive living water — Matthew 5:6;John 7:37-38;Romans 8:9;Matthew 5:3;Isaiah 61:1;Luke 4:21
b) Those with a hungry and thirsty heart can be saved — Luke 16:19-31;Hebrews 2:3
c) Those who serve the Lord zealously will thirst for God — Acts 18:25-27,17:21
Memory verse: — Colossians 3:2
Discussion question: Have I already been filled with the Holy Spirit?
11. Hear the Still, Small Voice — 1 Kings 19:12
a) God’s voice has great power — Psalm 29:3-4;Genesis 1:1-2;Luke 15:17;1 Kings 19:12-16;Jeremiah 10:12-13;Acts 9:3-8
b) Those who live in sin cannot hear God’s voice — 1 Samuel 2:22-24, 3:1
c) Should confess sins and wait for God — 1 Kings 19:4;Exodus 20:13;Revelation 22:15;James 1:19
Memory verse: — Psalm 51:8
Discussion question: Why did God give people two ears, one mouth, and two hands?
12. Empty the Wineskin to Hold New Wine — Matthew 9:17; Ephesians 5:18
a) A spiritual person has the Holy Spirit dwelling in the heart — Ecclesiastes 10:19;Luke 10:34;Joel 2:24;Psalm 23:5;1 Corinthians 3:16 Romans 8:9
b) Those who have the indwelling Holy Spirit must live a holy life — Hebrews 12:14;1 Samuel 16:14,15:19-23;Isaiah 59:2
c) Accepting the Holy Spirit’s rule is a continual process — Ephesians 5:18;Acts 2:13
Memory verse: — Psalm 51:10
Discussion question: What is holiness in God’s eyes?
13. One’s Will Follows the Wind and Is Renewed Daily — John 3:8
a) Only those who obey the Holy Spirit can receive life — Matthew 28:19; Acts 2:2
b) Those who obey God receive blessing — Acts 5:32;,5:29;Romans 8:6
c) Rely on the Holy Spirit to overcome the weakness of the flesh — Romans 7:19;Galatians 2:20, 5:25
Memory verse: — Luke 22:42
Discussion question: Am I relying on the Holy Spirit to serve God?
14. Reverently Offer a Living Sacrifice in the Altar Fire — Deuteronomy 4:24;Matthew 3:11;Acts 2:3
a) Should fear God, because He is a consuming fire — 1 John 4:8,1:9;1 Peter 2:23;Isaiah 66:15;2 Peter 3:7;Philippians 2:15;Hebrews 12:28-29
b) Success is through the Holy Spirit, and failure is also through the Holy Spirit — Acts 2:3;Romans 8:6;Titus 3:5;Romans 5:5;Matthew 12:31
c) Should seek God’s glory — Mark 3:28-30;1 Corinthians 10:31;Romans 3:23
Memory verse: — 2 Peter 3:11-12
Discussion question: How can Christians maintain continual zeal in serving God?
15. The Messenger Dove Gladly Arrives, and the Heart Is at Peace — Luke 3:22; Genesis 8:11
a) Where the Holy Spirit is present, there is peace — Romans 8:6;Matthew 1:23;Luke 2:14;Psalm 131:2;Romans 5:1;John 14:27;Exodus 31:17
b) God hears the prayers of those whose hearts are at peace — Psalm 37:4;1 Samuel 1:18;Philippians 4:6-7
c) Should walk with God every day — 2 Corinthians 5:9;1 Corinthians 10:5;Acts 13:22;Psalm 116:9,16:8-9;Romans 8:6;Psalm 85:10
Memory verse: — Romans 5:3
Discussion question: How can Christians achieve contentment in all things?
D. Overcome the World by Faith — Colossians 4:12
16. By Faith Be Declared Righteous by God — Genesis 15:6
a) God counts those who believe Him as righteous — Ephesians 2:8;Genesis 15:6;Romans 3:22;Isaiah 53:7;,53:12;1 Corinthians 12:3;Isaiah 64:6
b) Should have the substance of faith — John 6:29,1:12;Romans 1:5;Acts 18:8;Mark 10:21
c) Believers should act by relying on the Lord — Philippians 4:13
Memory verse: — Romans 3:28
Discussion question: How should someone who truly believes in the Lord show it?
17. Conduct and Faith Cannot Be Separated — James 2:17
a) Conduct manifests faith — James 2:18;1 Corinthians 10:1-5;John 1:14;Matthew 1:21;John 1:18
b) True faith produces conduct — Hebrews 11:24-26;James 2:19;2 Kings 5:9-13;John 6:26,6:64;
c) Believers should always be fully persuaded by God — Romans 1:17,12:3,4:11,4:21
Memory verse: — James 2:22
Discussion question: Am I willing to be persuaded by God and willing to change my own views and attitudes?
18. Faith Is Founded on God’s Word — Romans 11:17
a) God’s creditworthiness is good, so His words can be trusted — Hebrews 6:18; Psalm 50:12
b) God’s word becomes life through people’s faith — John 11:27,11:24;Hebrews 4:2;John 6:63
c) Should understand the spirit of God’s word — 2 Timothy 3:16;Psalm 1:3;2 Corinthians 3:6;1 Corinthians 11:21,11:30;John 14:26
Memory verse: — Colossians 1:23
Discussion question: How can I become a mature person able to eat solid food (Hebrews 5:14)?
19. The Furnace Fire’s Testing of Faith Is Necessary — 1 Peter 1:7
a) Christians are bound to undergo tests of faith — 1 Peter 4:12;Acts 14:22;1 Peter 1:7;Revelation 3:5;Numbers 14:36-37;Romans 8:22;Genesis 15:4
b) Godly believers will be attacked by the devil — 1 John 5:19;1 Peter 5:8;Romans 8:18
c) Wait patiently for God in suffering — 1 Peter 5:10;2 Thessalonians 3:5;James 5:10-11
d) Should rejoice in the Holy Spirit — Psalm 37:4;Mark 11:24;Romans 14:17;1 Samuel :18,1:20
Memory verse: — James 1:2-3
Discussion question: Am I sure that my name has already been written in the book of life?
20. Faith Is Living and Can Grow — 2 Thessalonians 1:3
a) Those who obey the Holy Spirit have great faith — Luke 17:6;Acts 11:24;1 Corinthians 12:9;1 Peter 1:9;Hebrews 10:39;2 Peter 1:1;Colossians 4:12
b) Only when faith grows will the Christian life grow — 2 Peter 1:6-8; Colossians 2:7; 1 Timothy 1:5;1 Thessalonians 1:3
c) Christians should always ask the Lord to give and preserve their faith — Luke 17:5;Hebrews 12:2;Ephesians 2:8;John 3:16
Memory verse: — 1 Peter 2:2
Discussion question: What hinders the growth of my faith?
21. Willingly Believe and Obey God’s Will — Ephesians 5:17
a) Those who have genuine faith will yield to God — Isaiah 55:8-9;Genesis 22:16-17;Hebrews 6:17;Psalm 107:10-11;Ephesians 1:15
b) Reasons why Christians should obey God’s will — Job 42:2;Matthew 7:21;John 2:17;Mark 3:35;Matthew 7:21-23;John 7:17,9:31
c) Should store God’s word richly in the heart — Acts 13:22;Psalm 40:8;Colossians 3:16;Ezekiel 13:22,13:9
Memory verse: — 1 John 5:14
Discussion question: Am I a “foolish person” as spoken of in the Bible (Ephesians 5:17)?
E. Be Bold and Unafraid Because of Love — 1 John 4:16, 2:28
22. God’s Love Never Ceases — 1 Corinthians 13:8
a) Those who have God’s nature have unceasing love — Hebrews 1:12;1 Corinthians 13:8;1 John 4:8;1 Corinthians 13:4-8;2 Peter 1:4
b) God has unceasing love for sinners — Luke 15:2;Psalm 51:1;John 3:16,13:34
c) Only those who fear God will have God’s love — 1 John 4:19;Psalm 103:17;Genesis 22:12;John 14:15;Exodus 20:6;1 John 3:18
Memory verse: — 1 John 4:16
Discussion question: Am I willing to love those whom God loves?
23. The Spirit Pours Love Into My Heart — Romans 5:5
a) Love is the fruit borne by the Holy Spirit — 1 John 4:13;Galatians 5:22;Romans 5:8;Titus 3:15;1 Corinthians 13:8;Colossians 1:8
b) Do not let the Spirit’s fire be extinguished in the heart — 1 Thessalonians 5:19;Genesis 6:3;1 Corinthians 2:14;Jude 19;1 Samuel 16:14;Judges 16:20
c) Those who sincerely repent have God’s love — Acts 2:38;Ezekiel 2:2;Proverbs 1:23;Psalm 116:1;1 John 4:17;Romans 14:17;1 Peter 1:2;Hebrews 12:14
Memory verse: — Romans 15:30
Discussion question: Am I willing to pray lovingly for God’s servants?
24. Loving People’s Souls Is the Lord’s Will — Isaiah 38:17
a) Loving people’s souls is the Lord’s command — John 13:34,4:20;Genesis 2:7;1 Peter 2:25;Isaiah 38:17;2 Peter 3:9;John 3:16,4:34;
b) Believers with a clear conscience will certainly love souls — Romans 9:1-2; Acts 24:16
c) Should be attentive to the Lord’s intention of loving souls — Jonah 4:11; Mark 16:15
Memory verse: — Matthew 28:19-20
Discussion question: What action should I take to lead my family to the Lord?
25. Love for the House Extends to Its Bird: Spontaneous Affection — Matthew 10:42
a) Loving those whom God loves is a natural human response — Mark 15:21;Romans 8:35,16:13
b) Loving the house and its crow accords with God’s intention — Genesis 18:32; Matthew 10:42
c) Show respect and love in action toward those whom God loves — Hosea 3:1; 1 Corinthians 13:4; Acts 10:2,10:25
Memory verse: — Romans 12:10
Discussion question: How do I plan to apply this principle of loving the house and its crow?
26. See Through the Mortal World and Have No Worldly Love — Philippians 3:9
a) Loving the world is not the Christian’s life goal — 1 John 2:15,2:17; 1 Corinthians 7:31;Matthew 16:26;Daniel 5:17
b) Love of the world and love of God cannot coexist peacefully — 2 Timothy 4:10;1 Corinthians 3:19;John 18:36,12:31;1 Corinthians 6:2;2 Peter 3:7;Romans 12:2
c) Face the world’s challenges with the right mindset — Galatians 6:14,5:24;Hebrews 11:25;John 16:33,5:4; Romans 4:18;Hebrews 5:8,2:10
Memory verse: — 1 Peter 1:24-25
Discussion question: What is the foremost priority in my remaining days on earth?
27. The Lord’s Love Compels Commitment — 2 Corinthians 5:14-15
a) God’s love lifts up the other person
b) Living for the Lord is a decision believers make because God’s love compels them — Matthew 4:24; Philippians 1:23; Acts 18:5
c) Peace is a sign and reward of a person’s good relationship with God — John 14:27;Isaiah 57:20;John 14:15;1 John 4:19;Philippians 4:6-7
Memory verse: — Romans 12:11
Discussion question: Am I willing to live for the Lord?
F. Become Heirs Through Hope — Titus 3:6-7
28. Inherit Eternal Life Through Hope — Titus 1:2
a) Christians’ hope of eternal life can protect their souls — Ephesians 6:17; 1 Thessalonians 5:8
b) Become heirs because of hope — 1 Thessalonians 5:8;Philippians 2:12;1 Peter 2:2,1:9;2 Timothy 2:10;John 15:6;Romans 6:3;1 Corinthians 15:44;Romans 8:23-24
c) Those who practice God’s word have hope — Romans 15:4;John 15:7;Ephesians 1:12;Romans 6:19,8:23;John 10:28-29,10:27
Memory verse: — Romans 15:13
Discussion question: How should I wait for the Lord’s return?
29. What Is Hoped for Is Unseen — Romans 8:25
a) Plan for one’s own future — 2 Corinthians 4:18; 1 Timothy 6:19
b) Life becomes empty in the blink of an eye — Psalm 90:10,89:47; Genesis 47:9
c) Only those who do God’s will have the hope of eternal life — Matthew 7:14;John 3:16;Matthew 7:21,22:2-3;John 4:10;Romans 8:25;Acts 14:22; Hebrews 11:27;Isaiah 64:4;Matthew 24:13;Hebrews 12:12 Psalm 37:7
Memory verse: — Philippians 3:14
Discussion question: Have I already learned the lesson of waiting for God?
30. Those Who Act From Hope Are Saints — 1 Peter 1:13
a) Those who have the hope of eternal life fear offending God — Genesis 37:10, 39:9; 1 Corinthians 10:5-7
b) God cannot be mocked — Galatians 4:8; John 8:24; 2 Peter 3:6; Hebrews 11:7; Galatians 6:7
c) Should live out the convictions of a person who has hope — Genesis 14:15;Hebrews 11:9;Ecclesiastes 5:15;1 Timothy 6:8;Genesis 15:4;Romans 4:19;Hebrews 11:16;Philippians 3:20;                               2 Corinthians 5:20;Philippians 1:23;Colossians 3:2;2 Timothy 4:8
Memory verse: — 2 Peter 3:14
Discussion question: Have I already given my heart to God (Proverbs 23:26)?
Translation note
All thirty lessons are translated, including every subpoint, all thirty memory-verse references, and all thirty discussion questions. The source contains references rather than full Bible quotations, so none have been added. Source reference numbers, repetitions, and malformed punctuation are retained, including “Psalm 109:130,” “1 Samuel :18,” and “John 5:4.” The source’s bird (鳥) in lesson 25’s title and crow (烏) in its subpoints are rendered distinctly; the metaphor concerns extending love to those connected with a loved person. No content from another version of this outline has been substituted.
Reading 36
Understanding the Lord’s Church
Rev. David Tsang
(I) Definition of the Church: A congregation composed of the Lord’s disciples. Church (Kuriakos) means “Belonging to the Lord.”
Assembly (ekklesia) refers to the congregation in Old Testament times (congregation — Acts 19:32; 7:38). The church refers to believers in a local church (Acts 9:31) and all believers who have been born again and saved (1 Corinthians 10:32; Colossians 3:11). The church is established for God’s glory (Ephesians 1:6; 3:21).
(II) Images of the Church
A. The Church Is a Spiritual House (1 Peter 2:5)
1. Foundation and cornerstone (Ephesians 2:20).
2. Living stones (1 Peter 2:5).
a) Brought forth (James 1:18).
b) Must grow (1 Peter 2:2).
3. Becoming God’s household (1 Timothy 3:15; Ephesians 2:22).
B. The Church Is the Bride (Ephesians 5:25)
The heavenly wedding (Revelation 19:7–8).
C. The Church Is the Lord’s Body (Ephesians 1:23)
1. How to become a part of the body:
a) In Christ (Romans 12:5).
b) Baptized by the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:12–13).
2. The responsibilities of the members (Ephesians 4:11–12):
a) Have the Lord’s love (Ephesians 4:16; Mark 16:15).
b) Offer oneself (Romans 12:1–2).
c) Unity (Ephesians 4:4).
d) Holiness (Ephesians 5:26; Galatians 1:4; 1 Peter 1:15).
e) Fellowship (Acts 2:42).
f) Seek reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:19–20).
g) Have the right attitude:
1) Faithfulness (1 Corinthians 4:1).
2) Willing service (1 Peter 5:2).
3) Humility (1 Peter 5:5).
4) Endurance of difficulties (Revelation 7:9, 13–14; 2 Timothy 1:11–12).
(III) Discussion Questions
A. Am I actually a “living stone” or a “dead brick”? (1 Peter 2:5; 1 Peter 2:2)
B. How can I make myself holy? (Ephesians 5:26)
C. Am I willing to accept the outlook on life of “bitterness first, sweetness afterward”? (2 Timothy 1:11–12; Revelation 7:14)
Translation note
All available outline text and questions are translated. Hierarchical numbering missing from the extracted text is restored from the original Word numbering definitions; Chinese section numerals are rendered as Roman numerals. The original English terms and all references are retained.
Reading 37
Apologetics
B. Apologetics
(I) Definition: Apologetics Is the Defense of Christianity (1 Peter 3:15)
(II) Insights From Those Who Came Before Us
1. Categories Concerning “Existence” (Dr. William H. Davis)
	Category	Non-existence / existence	Possibility / necessity	Description	Example
	a	Non-existence	Impossible	Illogical	A “round square”
	b	Non-existence	Contingent	Does not exist, but is possible	“Unicorns”
	c	Existence	Contingent	Exists, but could fail to exist	A “monument”
	d	Existence	Necessary	Must exist; cannot fail to exist	“God”

2. Concerning God’s Existence
(1) Aquinas: (a) Every effect must have a cause. Since things exist, and there is no “infinite regress,” there must be a “Prime Mover.” (b) A work requires the existence of a designer.
(2) CS Lewis: People share an awareness of “ought” in their hearts. For example, people say, “This is unfair.” It is God who put this morality of “Ought to” into people’s hearts.
(3) Edward Luther Kessel: According to the Law of Entropy, heat continually flows from a higher temperature to a lower temperature. If the past were infinite, heat would already have stopped flowing by now. Since it has not yet become still, this shows that the past had a starting point.
(4) Nietzsche: “God is dead. God remains dead. And we have killed him.”
Comment: One who can be killed by humans is certainly not the “true God”; people do not want to be ruled by God, and therefore hope that God is dead.
(5) Norman Geisler: God is the most perfect being, beyond finitude and change, and is a cause that does not require a cause.
3. Concerning the Theory of Evolution
(1) No “Missing Links” (Transitional Fossils) exist. Fossils of living things all appear suddenly. There are only variations within the same kind, not changes into different kinds (ancient fossils have the same forms as those of today).
(2) Darwin’s admirer Weismann cut off the tails of twenty-two generations of mice, yet their next generation still grew tails!
(3) Philo believed that “two eyes and two ears” were the result of design, since one eye and one ear would be enough.
(4) Taylor believed that the “fittest” do not necessarily survive: for example, a drunkard does not die in a car crash.
4. Concerning Human History
James Ussher’s (1581–1656) dating of 4004 is inaccurate.
The meaning of the word “son” in the Bible: Descendant.
Those who are unworthy are not listed in the genealogy: compare Matthew 1:1 and 2 Kings 8:24; 11:2; 14:1; 2 Chronicles 26:1. Ahaziah (2 Chronicles 22:3–4), Joash (2 Chronicles 24:17–18), and Amaziah (2 Chronicles 25:14) were evil men in God’s eyes, so they were not listed in the genealogy.
Translation note
All available text is translated, including the four-part existence classification, presented as an English table. The source begins with section B and does not supply section A here. The source’s philosophical, historical, and scientific claims and references are preserved without independent factual verification; no “BC” has been added to its bare year 4004. The unusual 共視 is read contextually as a shared awareness.
Translation note
Automatic numbering missing from extraction is restored from Word numbering definitions.
Reading 38
What to Know About Visiting
Rev. Tsang
1. Know your identity: you represent the Lord and the church.
2. Know the purpose: to express God’s love and announce the good news.
3. Preparation:
a) Have a good relationship with God, and dress neatly and properly.
b) Have a good “partner.”
c) Arrange a time.
d) Be familiar with the content of the “good news.” (Know a little about how to answer questions.)
4. Points to remember:
a) Pray in the car outside the home.
b) “When you enter a place, follow its customs.”
c) Watch the time.
d) Do not argue, criticize, or talk politics.
e) Remember the principle of eating a “Donut.”
f) Close with prayer.
5. Conversation skills: (*)
a) Look at the other person while conversing.
b) Ask questions to understand what the other person means.
c) Ask about feelings to show concern.
d) Do not rush the other person or interrupt what the person is saying.
e) Respond to what the other person says.
f) Do not change the subject before the other person has finished speaking.
g) Remain composed and give your full attention.
(*) Robert Montgomery, “Listening Made Easy”
Translation note
All available text, including the reference note, is translated. Automatic list labels omitted by extraction have been restored from Word numbering definitions. The “Donut” principle is named but not explained in the source. The garbled expression 報知告 has been read as announcing the good news; 結朿 has been read as 結束, “close.”
Reading 39
Basic Knowledge About Casting Out Demons
Rev. Tsang
I. Information About Demons
1. They are fallen angels (Isaiah 14:12–15).
2. They tempt people (Matthew 4:1).
3. They harm people (Job 1:19).
4. They make people ill (Matthew 17:18).
5. They speak through people (Matthew 16:22–23).
6. They can enter people’s hearts (John 13:2, 27).
7. They can be cast out (Mark 16:17).
8. Their end is in the lake of fire (Revelation 20:10).
II. The Basis for Casting Out Demons
1. The Lord’s promise (Mark 16:17).
2. Jesus is greater than demons (1 John 4:4).
III. Conditions
1. Rely on the Lord’s name (Mark 16:17) and the Lord’s blood (Revelation 12:11).
2. Fast and pray (Matthew 17:21).
3. Believers have abundant life (Revelation 12:11).
IV. The Composition of a Human Being
1. God’s breath (Breath) + dust (Dust) = a living person (Soul) (Genesis 2:7).
2. A human being = spirit + soul + body (1 Thessalonians 5:23).
3. A person (Soul) is:
(A) Life (life).
(B) A reality that exists forever (God-given existence which survives death).
(C) An individual (Person).
4. A Christian = Christ dwelling in the person’s heart (Ephesians 3:17), living by the Lord (Galatians 2:20).
5. A non-Christian = dead in spirit (Ephesians 2:1), following the world (Ephesians 2:2), receiving “the spirit of the world” (1 Corinthians 12).
6. A demon-possessed person = a demon enters the person’s heart (John 13:27), and the person speaks a demon’s words (Matthew 16:22).
V. Points to Know
1. Demons come and go by way of the “ground” (1 Samuel 28:13; Luke 4:35; 9:39, 42).
2. Do not be afraid (1 John 4:4).
3. Have a team spirit (Mark 6:7).
4. Do not underestimate the enemy (Jude 9; Daniel 10:13).
5. Remove idols (Deuteronomy 7:25–26).
Translation note
All available outline text is translated, preserving the author’s theological and health-related claims as source content. “1 Corinthians 12” has no verse supplied, and is retained without guessing an alternative citation. Original English glosses are retained.
Translation note
Automatic numbering missing from extraction is restored from Word numbering definitions.
Reading 40
The Art of Handling Conflict
Rev. David Tsang
In life we are bound to encounter conflict. But conflict can be transformed into a blessing (Romans 8:28).
I. Two Internal Factors That Produce Conflict
A. Dissatisfaction. Let go of your own dissatisfaction with magnanimity (Luke 23:34); resolve other people’s dissatisfaction through communication (Judges 8:1–3).
B. Fear. Overcome fear with faith (2 Peter 3:15–16); soothe other people’s fears by listening (Luke 15:31).
II. Suggestions for Resolving Conflict
A. Meet both sides’ needs in a way that benefits both (Galatians 2:9).
B. First meet the other side’s real needs (Genesis 13:11).
III. How to Communicate
A. Clarify the real meaning through feedback.
B. Pay attention to the other person’s feelings.
C. Use “I-statements” (Luke 15:21; Genesis 31:50–52).
IV. Choosing a Way to Handle Conflict
A. Competing: “No matter what, I will do things my way.” (When you are certain of victory.)
B. Avoiding: a delaying tactic (wait for the appropriate opportunity).
C. Accommodating: yield in order to seek harmony.
D. Compromising: bargain to seek a solution that both sides agree to.
E. Win-win: everyone is satisfied (avoid being influenced by emotions, and seek an answer that satisfies both sides).
V. Dealing With Difficult People
A. Types: hostile, complaining, silent, know-it-all, indecisive, perfectionistic, secretive, lying, saying one thing while thinking another, hypocritical.
B. Principles:
a) Avoid becoming emotional and making it personal.
b) Understand the other person’s background and the root of the problem.
c) Let bygones be bygones and focus on the future.
d) Use different strategies for different types of people.
VI. Turning Crisis Into Opportunity
A. Ask what lessons you should learn.
B. Overcome feelings of dejection and guilt.
C. Wait for God with praise.
Discussion
1. What is your view of “yielding”?
2. Is the approach “If I cannot afford to provoke someone, I can at least avoid them” right?
3. Is the outlook on life of “Mr. Agreeable” consistent with biblical teaching?
Translation note
All available text and discussion questions are translated. The incomplete expression 不易相者 is read contextually as people who are difficult to get along with; other obvious character typos are rendered by their contextual meaning. Source references are retained as supplied.
Translation note
Automatic numbering missing from extraction is restored from Word numbering definitions.
Reading 41
A Discussion of Reading the Bible
Rev. Tsang
Reading the Bible means reading God’s “love letter” to humanity. Because “all Scripture is inspired by God” (2 Timothy 3:16), we can regard it as God’s love letter to humanity. Since the Lord Jesus also supports the authority of Scripture (see Luke 24:44), we can confidently believe that the Bible is God’s word.
I. Purposes
a. Know Its Content
1. Broad reading: read the Bible from beginning to end several times. Understand the general content of the “whole letter.”
2. Careful reading: understand the background and development of each book.
3. Intensive reading: compare differences within Scripture, and thereby discover the true meaning (insight).
b. Hear God’s Voice
1. Be sincere and set your heart right; do not aim for quantity.
2. Ask the following questions:
(1) What promises are there? (2) What warnings are there? (3) What revelations are there? (4) What comfort is there? (5) What rebukes are there?
3. Take action and apply the insight you have received.
II. Methods
a. Devotional Bible Reading
1. Confess sins, read Scripture, and meditate.
2. Read in sequence.
3. Use colored pens to mark verses that are especially meaningful.
b. Bible Reading for Equipping
1. Pray, choose a topic, and consult reference books.
2. Look for “cross-references” or a “concordance.”
3. Have a clear theme and a balanced outline, drawn from the Bible.
III. Results
a. Growth in spiritual life (Ezra 7:10).
b. Renewal of life (2 Chronicles 34:18, 33).
IV. Brief Conclusion
a. The purpose of reading a love letter is to make oneself love the beloved more. (Reading the Bible is a “means,” not an “end.”)
b. Memorizing a love letter is not as good as understanding it and doing what the beloved desires. (Life and conduct are more persuasive to others.)
c. Subjective “guidance of the Holy Spirit” cannot conflict with the objective “words of Scripture.”
d. Do not depart from “common sense” (common sense).
e. Do not think that you are very “spiritual,” and that because you have a “hotline” to God you therefore do not need confirmation from other servants of God.
Translation note
All available text is translated. In the expression 把聖從頭到尾, the apparently truncated word 聖 is read as the Bible from context; 參巧書 is read as reference books. All references and original English are retained.
Translation note
Automatic numbering missing from extraction is restored from Word numbering definitions.
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