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Reading 1
Religion in China: Eight Historical Examination Essays
Discuss how Jingjiao and Manichaeism entered China and how they spread during the Tang dynasty. (95, 99)
After Emperor Wu of Han sent Zhang Qian to open communications with the Western Regions, China’s relations with the peoples there became increasingly close. By the Tang period, travel and communication between China and the West had grown more frequent. Not only did envoys travel back and forth in increasing numbers, but the Tang emperor was also honored as the Heavenly Khan. Moreover, the Tang ruling house did not place great emphasis on separating the Chinese from foreign peoples. It treated foreigners coming to China with tolerance and allowed the importation of foreign cultures to proceed freely. Foreign religions therefore entered China one after another and were able to develop. Jingjiao and Manichaeism spread in China against this background.
Daqin Jingjiao was originally called Nestorian Christianity. Its founder, Nestorius, was originally bishop of Constantinople in the Eastern Roman Empire. His theological views conflicted with orthodox Christian teaching, and he was regarded as a heretic. He was consequently banished and traveled east to Persia, establishing churches and preaching within its territory. The religion later spread gradually into Central Asia. By the end of the sixth century, it was already practiced in Kangju, among the Turks, and elsewhere.
In the fourth year of the Zhenguan reign of Tang Taizong (AD 630), Taizong defeated the Eastern Turks. On hearing the news, the Western Turks submitted to him as well. Taizong was subsequently honored as the Heavenly Khan, and relations between Western Asia and the Tang grew increasingly close. In the ninth year of Zhenguan, the Persian Alopen arrived in Chang’an with Jingjiao scriptures and religious images. Taizong specially sent his chief minister Fang Xuanling to welcome him, summoned him to ask about his teachings, and permitted him to preach in China. In the twelfth year of Zhenguan, Taizong ordered the construction of a Jingjiao monastery, then called the “Persian Monastery,” and authorized twenty-one clergy.
Under Gaozong, Alopen continued to be honored as the “Great Dharma Master Who Protects the State.” The emperor also ordered Persian monasteries to be built in the prefectures, so that for a time “the teaching flowed through the ten circuits, and monasteries filled a hundred cities” (Jingjiao Stele). When Empress Wu succeeded to power, she revered Buddhism, and many Buddhists were jealous of Jingjiao. The eminent Jingjiao figure Aluohan (Abraham) raised funds to erect the “Celestial Pivot Praising the Virtue of the Great Zhou” at Duanmen in Luoyang. Empress Wu was greatly pleased, allowing Jingjiao to continue to develop. In the fourth year of Xuanzong’s Tianbao reign, because Jingjiao had come from Daqin, Persian monasteries were renamed “Daqin monasteries.”
The eastward arrival of Jingjiao marked the beginning of Christianity’s entry into China. It was highly honored by Tang rulers. For example, Taizong ordered Fang Xuanling and Wei Zheng to help Alopen translate scriptures. Xuanzong specially ordered five princes, including the Prince of Ningguo, to visit a Daqin monastery in person to worship. He also ordered Gao Lishi to bring portraits of the emperors Taizong, Gaozong, Ruizong, Zhongzong, and Ruizong and place them in the monastery for people to pay their respects. According to the Stele of the Propagation of Daqin Jingjiao in China, during the period from Taizong to Xuanzong, Jingjiao monasteries existed not only in Chang’an but also in the eastern capital Luoyang and most major prefectural cities. Most of these monasteries were destroyed during the An Lushan–Shi Siming Rebellion and were subsequently restored one after another under Suzong and Daizong.
Under Suzong, Jingjiao monasteries were rebuilt in five commanderies, including Lingwu. At that time the Jingjiao cleric Yisi served as deputy to the military governor of Shuofang and was a friend of Guo Ziyi, a leading minister in the dynasty’s restoration. Guo Ziyi took the name “Muhu,” a general designation for Jingjiao clergy. He also “gathered the clergy of the four monasteries each year and devoutly provided fine offerings” (Jingjiao Stele). Daizong sent incense and bestowed food at Christmas.
Dezong also treated Jingjiao with considerable tolerance. The Stele of the Propagation of Daqin Jingjiao in China was erected during his reign. Its inscription contains more than 1,600 characters, and the names of over sixty Jingjiao clergy are recorded along its two sides. At that time Jingjiao monasteries were found in the two capitals, Lingwu, Shaanxi, Guangzhou, and elsewhere, showing that the religion had attained a substantial presence in China.
When Tang Wuzong took the throne, he revered Daoism, and Jingjiao, like Buddhism, was prohibited and destroyed. Jingjiao never recovered from this blow. During Xizong’s reign, Guangzhou fell in the Huang Chao Rebellion, and more than 120,000 Muslims, Jews, Christians, and Zoroastrians were killed. This shows that Jingjiao believers still existed in coastal trading ports in the late Tang.
Manichaeism, also known in Chinese as Monijiao, Mounijiao, or the Religion of Light, was one of the ancient religions of Persia. It was founded by the Persian Mani (approximately AD 216–276). Its fundamental doctrine was the “two principles and three epochs,” combining Zoroastrianism and Buddhism with elements of Christian teaching. Its followers had to observe precepts and a vegetarian diet. People of the time called this “eating vegetables and serving demons.”
Because Manichaeism was not tolerated by the state religion, Zoroastrianism, many believers fled to Central Asia and India. It later entered China during the Tang. According to the Comprehensive Chronicle of the Buddhas and Patriarchs (Fozu Tongji), in the first year of Empress Wu’s Yanzai reign (AD 694), a Persian named Fuduodan came to court “carrying the Scripture of the Two Principles.” This marked the beginning of Manichaeism’s entry into China. The Cefu Yuangui records that in the seventh year of Xuanzong’s Kaiyuan reign (AD 719), the king of Tokharistan presented China with a “Muzha” versed in astronomy; “Muzha” was a Manichaean religious teacher. Before the An Lushan–Shi Siming Rebellion, there are no records of monasteries being built for the religion; historical works instead record prohibitions against it. During Xuanzong’s reign, Manichaeism was judged to “falsely claim to be Buddhist teaching and deceive the common people,” a pernicious doctrine that confused the population. According to the Tongdian, in the twentieth year of Kaiyuan it was expressly suppressed and strictly prohibited, although foreigners were not forbidden to practice it. This restriction indirectly demonstrates that there were already Chinese believers at the time.
Before the Tianbao reign, Manichaeism mainly entered China from Persia and Tokharistan; from Suzong’s reign onward, it spread through the Uyghurs. The Uyghurs then firmly believed in Manichaeism, and Manichaean clergy participated in their major military and political affairs. After the An Lushan–Shi Siming Rebellion, the Uyghurs had earned merit by helping the Tang suppress the rebellion, and Manichaeans used their support and protection to spread the religion in Tang territory. According to the Fozu Tongji, in the third year of the Dali reign (AD 768), Daizong ordered Uyghur followers of Mani to build the “Great Cloud Temple of Light” in Chang’an, the first Manichaean religious establishment in China. In the sixth year of Dali (AD 771), the Uyghurs again requested that a Great Cloud Temple of Light be established in each of Jing, Yang, Hong, and Yue prefectures (Fozu Tongji). From then on, believers among the people increased, and the court treated the religion tolerantly. For example, in the fifteenth year of Dezong’s Zhenyuan reign, a prolonged drought led to an order that Manichaean masters pray for rain (Tang Huiyao). In the second year of Xianzong’s Yuanhe reign (AD 807), Uyghur envoys again requested three Manichaean temples in Henan and Taiyuan prefectures (Cefu Yuangui), and officials were assigned to protect them. Manichaean temples thus spread throughout both north and south, demonstrating the religion’s rapid growth in China. When the Tang court bestowed gifts, Manichaean clergy were often included alongside the Uyghur chief minister. In fact, the court’s main purpose in establishing Manichaean temples was to win over the Uyghurs. The rise and decline of Manichaeism under the Tang were therefore closely connected with the rise and decline of Uyghur power.
Early in Wuzong’s reign, as Uyghur power declined, the Tang court’s attitude toward Manichaeism also changed. In the first year of Huichang (AD 841), the court prohibited Manichaean preaching in the Jiang–Huai region. Two years later, it ordered all Manichaean temples in the country abolished. Seventy-two female Manichaeans in the capital died, and Uyghur Manichaeans were exiled to the various circuits, with more than half dying. Before the suppression of Buddhism in the fifth year of Huichang, Manichaeism had already borne the first attack, being prohibited before Jingjiao and Zoroastrianism. The historical records describe this in considerable detail, showing that Manichaeism had been quite influential in the later Tang. Although it suffered a heavy blow, its influence did not disappear. It gradually became an underground secret religion and combined with other religions to become a banner for popular uprisings. Examples include the uprising assembled by Manichaeans in Chenzhou under the Later Liang of the Five Dynasties, Fang La’s uprising in Zhejiang during the Northern Song, and the Red Turbans at the end of the Yuan, all of which were closely connected with Manichaeism.
In conclusion, from the Zhenguan reign onward, China and the Central Asian states had frequent political and economic dealings. The Tang ruling house also possessed an international outlook and accommodated religions from many regions, allowing Jingjiao and Manichaeism to spread in China. Yet neither religion became sufficiently widespread among the people, and after Wuzong’s religious suppression during the Huichang reign, both failed to recover.
Jesuit missionaries preached in China around the Ming–Qing transition. Describe the course of their missionary work and the reasons the Qing court later prohibited the religion. (95)
In the sixteenth century, the Jesuits developed their mission in China’s interior by way of Macau. Their missionary entry into China began with Ruggieri and was established on a firm footing by Ricci. When the Qing emperor Yongzheng took the throne and prohibited the religion, the Jesuit mission built up in China was interrupted.
During the Jiajing reign of Ming Shizong, the Jesuit Francisco Xavier wished to preach in China. However, foreigners were then barred from entering the country, and his ambition remained unfulfilled. He eventually died of illness on Shangchuan Island off the Guangdong coast. Alexander Valignani, who continued his unfinished mission, later adjusted the missionary approach: he abandoned the use of Latin and instead emphasized learning Chinese and acquiring knowledge of Chinese culture. Under these circumstances, Michael Ruggieri, Matteo Ricci, and others were sent to China.
After reaching Zhaoqing in AD 1582, the tenth year of the Wanli reign of Ming Shenzong, Ruggieri not only explained Catholic doctrine but also printed several books on Catholic teaching and gave them to visitors. The first doctrinal publication he printed and distributed was the Christian Ten Commandments, entitled The Ten Commandments of the Lord of Heaven Handed Down from Antiquity (Zuchuan Tianzhu Shijie). The introduction of Catholicism in the late Ming should be dated from Ruggieri’s work. He later returned to Europe, and Ricci continued his work.
Ricci arrived in Macau in AD 1582, the tenth year of Wanli. The following year he accompanied Ruggieri to Zhaoqing to preach and thereafter remained in Guangdong for twelve years. During this period he learned spoken Chinese, studied the written language and classics deeply, wore Confucian scholars’ clothing, spoke Chinese, honored ancestors, and performed rites to Heaven, assimilating himself into Chinese society. At the same time, he “used learning to assist religion,” introducing early Western science and instruments as a means of opening the way for preaching. This successful method brought many converts; even Liu Jiezhai, governor-general of Guangdong, became a believer.
Between 1595 and 1600, the twenty-third through twenty-eighth years of Wanli, Ricci continued preaching in Nanchang, Nanjing, and elsewhere. During this period he visited Beijing in AD 1598, the twenty-sixth year of Wanli, but returned south because he could not remain for long. In January 1601, identified here as the twenty-eighth year of Wanli, he again reached the capital and presented sacred images of the Lord of Heaven, a chiming clock, and a world map, winning Shenzong’s appreciation. Ricci, Didaco de Pantoja, and others were received by the emperor and permitted to remain. The following year Shenzong provided for the construction of a Catholic church. Over four or five years, the number of believers increased greatly; officials such as Xu Guangqi and Li Zhizao also embraced Catholicism. In AD 1610, the thirty-eighth year of Wanli, Ricci died of illness in Beijing. By then the Jesuits had established themselves in Shanghai, Nanjing, Beijing, Nanchang, Zhaoqing, and elsewhere. Ricci’s arrival therefore marked the beginning of the modern church in China and laid the foundation for Catholicism’s spread there in the late Ming and early Qing.
Ricci left instructions for Niccolo Longobard to succeed him. The mission was then firmly established. Furthermore, in AD 1611, the thirty-ninth year of Wanli, Shenzong ordered the Jesuits to reform the Chinese calendar. The missionaries used this opportunity to cultivate good relations with the court, and their mission flourished increasingly. But in AD 1616, the forty-fourth year of Wanli, Shen Cui, vice minister of rites in Nanjing, submitted three memorials accusing the “distant foreigners,” meaning the missionaries, of undermining moral relationships by not sacrificing to ancestors, plotting wrongdoing by gathering congregations, and disrupting the orthodox tradition by altering the calendar. Many people supported these accusations, and anti-Christian agitation appeared in various places. The court consequently prohibited the religion and expelled the missionaries. This became known as the Nanjing Persecution.
Not until AD 1623, the third year of the Tianqi reign of Xizong, did Johann Adam Schall von Bell arrive in China. His expertise in astronomy and calendrical calculation soon brought him important responsibilities. In addition, the late Ming faced increasing raids by Japanese pirates, widespread popular uprisings, and the rise of the Manchus. During the Chongzhen reign, in 1639, Jesuits such as Francesco Sambiasi submitted memorials proposing measures to “clarify calendrical methods to manifest the grand succession” and “purchase Western firearms to aid warfare and defense.” These proposals won the Ming court’s high regard. The religious prohibition effectively lapsed, and the missionaries were allowed to preach freely in China’s thirteen provinces. Believer numbers increased rapidly. When the Ming fell, Jesuit missionaries divided their responsibilities and remained at their posts: Schall stayed in Beijing, while Sambiasi worked among the Southern Ming.
Early in the Qing, Schall continued to be highly valued by the Shunzhi emperor, who ordered him, Ferdinand Verbiest, and others to compile calendars and supervise the manufacture of firearms and cannon. Late in Shunzhi’s reign, however, Yang Guangxian argued that Schall’s use of Western methods to revise the Chinese calendar meant that China was adopting Western calendrical authority. He submitted an accusation, but when it failed, he wrote the Treatise against Heterodoxy (Pixie Lun) to attack the Western calendar and the Jesuits. When Kangxi took the throne, Oboi acted as regent. Oboi disliked the missionaries and was influenced by Yang Guangxian’s arguments. In 1664, the third year of Kangxi, Schall, Verbiest, and others were imprisoned in what became known as the Imperial Astronomical Bureau Case. Governors-general and governors were ordered to arrest missionaries, setting back the Jesuit mission.
After Kangxi assumed personal rule, he rehabilitated the missionaries in 1669, the eighth year of his reign, on the basis of their memorials in their own defense. The prohibition effectively lapsed, and the mission revived. Statistics from the Kangxi period put Jesuit believers at 110,000, clearly a larger scale than in the late Ming. Yet late in Kangxi’s reign, the Jesuits and Dominicans entered the Rites Controversy over Chinese sacrifices to ancestors and Confucius. Kangxi supported the Jesuits, insisting that these were established Chinese ceremonies, while Rome supported the Dominicans and censured the Jesuits for allowing Chinese believers to perform them. The papacy issued a prohibitory decree and sent Bishop Tournon to China to enforce the ban on ancestral and Confucian rites. This angered Kangxi, who prohibited the religion. Yongzheng continued the policy against Catholicism after his accession. Later, the papacy also dissolved the Society of Jesus—in 1776, identified here as the fortieth year of Qianlong. Thus the Jesuits, active in China for more than 190 years and with several hundred thousand believers, ceased their activities there.
Looking at Jesuit missionary work in China as a whole, it suffered repeated rejection. In his Outline of the History of Christianity in China, Wang Zhixin analyzed this as related to Chinese “anti-foreign thinking.” From the mid-Ming onward, Europeans had occupied Macau, Taiwan, and other places, already arousing suspicion among Chinese scholars. The church entered through Macau, which had long been occupied by the Portuguese. Thus, in the third year of Kangxi, Yang Guangxian requested a ban on Catholicism, alleging that Schall “uses calendrical work as a means of sheltering himself [source: 舍門; unclear] and spying on the court’s secrets; if he is not colluding internally and externally to plot wrongdoing, why does he spread his adherents and establish churches in strategic places in the capital and provinces?” This plainly reflects Chinese suspicion of the missionaries.
The church also came from the West, whose customs and peoples differed from China’s. In the eyes of Chinese scholars inheriting several thousand years of deep-rooted culture, differences of opinion were naturally unavoidable and could even provoke waves of opposition to Catholicism. The Imperial Astronomical Bureau Case, for example, arose from the belief that Jesuit calendar reform violated established Chinese practice. Printing the words “according to the new Western method” on the calendar was regarded as foreigners covertly appropriating calendrical authority. Such examples show that opposition to Catholicism did contain an anti-foreign element, and that this included cultural disagreements.
A second cause was the issue of rites and conflict between religious orders. Catholic orders disputed whether God should be translated as Tianzhu (“Lord of Heaven”), Shangdi (“Supreme Ruler”), or Tian (“Heaven”), and whether believers could honor ancestral tablets and perform rites to Confucius. These disputes ultimately became a conflict between the Qing court and the pope and were the main cause of Catholicism’s rejection. To facilitate preaching after entering China, Ricci accommodated established Chinese customs wherever possible, “striving to emulate Chinese ways” and “integrating the Confucian way.” He used Tianzhu, Tian, and Shangdi alike to translate the Western word God. He also strongly advocated making Catholicism Chinese, viewing ancestral and Confucian rites as expressions of reverence and filial remembrance. He therefore adopted a compromise, permitting converts to retain their ancestral rituals. After his death, most Jesuits in China continued to use his approach.
At that time Dominican and Franciscan missionaries, who already differed from the Jesuits, generally opposed calling God Shangdi. They regarded the Jesuits’ incorporation of traditional Chinese thought as a compromise inconsistent with doctrine, producing the Rites Controversy. The dispute was eventually referred to Rome for a final decision. Meanwhile, the Jesuits also asked Kangxi to settle it. Kangxi agreed with the Jesuits, but the papal envoy Tournon proclaimed Rome’s prohibitory decree in Nanjing. It forbade ancestral and Confucian sacrifices, stipulated that the Lord of heaven, earth, and all things must be called Tianzhu, and prohibited the terms Tian, Shangdi, and “Revere Heaven.” Kangxi was furious and ordered all missionaries who would not follow Chinese rites and had not obtained special permission—a missionary permit—to return to Macau. This was a serious setback to the mission. In the fifty-sixth year of Kangxi, 1717, the pope reiterated Rome’s prohibition, and Kangxi ordered all missionaries except the Jesuits expelled.
Finally, Jesuits became entangled in court political struggles. Late in Kangxi’s reign, the succession remained unsettled, producing conflict within the court. Kangxi’s ninth son Yintang was friendly with the Jesuits, and missionaries such as Mu Jingyuan participated in efforts to place him on the throne. When Yongzheng succeeded, his suspicion of the missionaries helped bring about a comprehensive religious prohibition.
In conclusion, the rejection of the Jesuits and the eventual prohibition of their religion also interrupted the eastward transmission of Western learning that accompanied them. For more than a century after the eighteenth century began, the Western world changed rapidly: progress in science and technology and developments in thought, society, and politics were unprecedented. China, by contrast, remained confined by its own ways, isolated and ill-informed, even considering itself the great Celestial Empire. Had the transmission of Western learning in the Ming–Qing period not been interrupted by the religious ban, the course of modern Chinese history might have been different.
Describe Matteo Ricci’s missionary work in China and explain his missionary methods. (02)
In the late Ming, Christianity entered China again through the efforts of Jesuit missionaries. Among the many Jesuits who came to preach, the most successful was the Italian Matteo Ricci. Ricci joined the Society of Jesus at nineteen and was well versed in mathematics, geography, astronomy, and other subjects. He reached Macau in 1582, the tenth year of Wanli, and learned Chinese. The following year he accompanied Ruggieri to Zhaoqing and began his missionary work.
Ricci understood that unless he grasped the distinctive qualities of Chinese culture, respected established Chinese traditions and customs, and respected Chinese self-esteem, he would not only fail to preach but could also lose his life. His first missionary method was therefore to win the trust and acceptance of Chinese society. He also “used learning to assist religion,” employing Western scientific instruments to attract intellectuals. As a result, the mission was able to begin in China. In preaching, he was “careful in every matter and gentle in dealing with people,” making his methods a model for later missionaries to China. The course of his missionary work can be divided roughly into three periods.
After arriving in Zhaoqing with Ruggieri in 1583, Ricci remained in Guangdong for twelve years. He learned spoken Chinese and studied the written language and classics deeply. Wearing Chinese clothing and speaking Chinese, he assimilated himself into Chinese society. He also taught astronomy, geography, and calendrical calculation. Many people studied with him; even Liu Jiezhai, governor-general of Guangdong, became a believer. This can be called the phase of “adapting to the environment” in Ricci’s Chinese mission.
From 1595 to 1600, Ricci continued preaching in Shaozhou, Nanchang, Nanjing, Suzhou, and elsewhere. He first reached Nanjing in 1595, but because he could not remain for long, he returned to Nanchang and established a church. He first reached Beijing in 1598, but again returned south because he could not remain. This can be called the phase of “remaking the environment.”
The years 1601–1610 were Ricci’s period of preaching in Beijing. In January 1601, identified here as the twenty-eighth year of Wanli, he again reached the capital and presented sacred images of the Lord of Heaven, a chiming clock, a world map, and other items, winning Shenzong’s appreciation. Ricci and fellow Jesuits including Pantoja were received by the emperor in a side hall and warmly encouraged. Shenzong intended to confer an official title upon Ricci, but Ricci firmly declined. He was instead invited to stay in the capital, with the Court of Imperial Entertainments providing his food and lodging, and was thus able to reside in Beijing. The following year, Shenzong provided for the building of a Catholic church. Within four or five years there were more than two hundred believers. From 1601 to 1610, given here as the twenty-eighth to thirty-eighth years of Wanli, he never left Beijing. Besides lecturing there, he brought many senior officials to Catholicism. This can be called the phase of “creating the environment.”
In AD 1610, the thirty-eighth year of Wanli, Ricci died of illness in Beijing. During his nearly thirty years in China, he made outstanding contributions to cultural exchange between China and the West and achieved exceptional success in missionary work.
It was far from easy for Jesuits to establish a mission in a Chinese society where Confucian and Buddhist thought were deeply rooted. Moreover, beginning under Xianzong, the Ming court had implemented maritime prohibitions and a closed-country policy, so objective conditions did not permit Jesuits to reside and preach in China. Yet through Ricci’s efforts, these obstacles were ultimately overcome and Catholicism was introduced. His missionary methods may be analyzed as follows.
First, to win the trust and acceptance of Chinese society, Ricci worked hard to learn the Chinese language and writing, read the classics, literature, and history, and become familiar with customs and etiquette. Like Ruggieri, he therefore became thoroughly Chinese in clothing, daily life, food, and ceremonial behavior, avoiding conflict with traditional culture and reducing the distance between himself and the Chinese people he met.
Second, Jesuits befriended prominent scholars and entered Confucian literary circles, using the trust of scholar-officials as a means of advancement. Ricci, for example, wore Confucian scholars’ clothing, composed poems with notable men, and freely discussed astronomy and geography. Scholar-officials admired his extensive learning and were willing to associate with him, so “from dukes and ministers downward, people esteemed him and all came into contact with him” (History of the Ming, “Account of Italy”). Ricci won great respect and trust from Ming rulers and scholars and could therefore preach smoothly.
Ricci also used learning to assist religion, introducing early Western science and Western objects to raise his standing and open the way for missionary work. For example, he gave maps, an armillary sphere, and chiming clocks to the governor-general of Guangdong and Guangxi and the magistrate of Zhaoqing, enabling him to establish himself there. In Zhaoqing, he first introduced the geography, mathematics, and other subjects he had learned in Rome. Later, his memorials likewise emphasized “presenting local products as tribute,” without mentioning preaching. Chinese officials therefore “coveted their valuable goods, pretending to prohibit them while secretly permitting them” (History of the Ming, “Account of the Franks”). Ricci consequently devoted most of his time to teaching astronomy, geography, calendrical calculation, and other learning, discussing Catholic doctrine only outside lessons so that it could exert a gradual, unobtrusive influence.
To adapt to his surroundings, reduce resistance, and achieve his missionary purpose, Ricci consistently expressed great admiration and respect for Chinese culture. Whenever asked why he had come to China, for example, he replied, “I have long heard that your country’s government is enlightened and flourishing. I admired it in my heart and therefore undertook the arduous journey from the distant West.” He especially valued Confucian learning, accepted its ancient teachings, and advocated reconciling them with his own: “His words often agreed with Confucius and Mencius” (Record of the Deeds of Master Li of the Great West). His missionary strategy may thus be described as “welcoming Confucianism and rejecting Buddhism.” He also connected Catholic doctrine with China’s established interpersonal ethics, holding that what the Chinese called Tian, “Heaven,” was no different from the Western God. He accordingly followed Chinese rites and customs and did not prohibit believers from honoring Confucius, sacrificing to ancestors, or revering Heaven. This won him considerable trust among scholar-officials.
Furthermore, Ricci translated and published religious and scientific books and developed his ideas in writing to publicize them widely and extend his influence. In religion, he wrote The True Meaning of the Lord of Heaven (Tianzhu Shiyi) in Chinese, “using a question-and-answer format between a Chinese and a Western scholar to explain Catholicism’s important doctrines.” This laid a deep foundation for missionary work.
Finally, Ricci and his colleagues understood that, in a China where the monarch ruled over everything, the Jesuits needed the ruler’s support to preach. Thus, in AD 1601, the twenty-eighth year of Wanli as given here, Ricci and Pantoja took unusual Western instruments and products to the capital. They bribed eunuchs and gained an audience with Shenzong, presenting a chiming clock, a copy of the Complete Map of the Myriad Countries of the World (Kunyu Wanguo Quantu), an image of the Virgin Mary, a Western keyboard instrument, and other gifts. Shenzong praised them and permitted them to reside and preach in Beijing, and Catholicism obtained legal standing.
In conclusion, Ricci was both a pioneer among the Jesuits who came to China, laying a solid foundation for later Catholic missionaries, and a bridge between the two great civilizations of China and Europe. He made an enduring contribution to the history of cultural exchange between China and the West.
Describe Matteo Ricci’s missionary work in Ming China and discuss his contributions or influence. (96)
In the late Ming, Christianity entered China again through the efforts of Jesuit missionaries. Among the many Jesuits who came to preach, the most successful was the Italian Matteo Ricci. Ricci joined the Society of Jesus at nineteen and was well versed in mathematics, geography, astronomy, and other subjects. He reached Macau in 1582, the tenth year of Wanli, and learned Chinese. The following year he accompanied Ruggieri to Zhaoqing and began his missionary work.
Ricci understood that unless he grasped the distinctive qualities of Chinese culture, respected established Chinese traditions and customs, and respected Chinese self-esteem, he would not only fail to preach but could also lose his life. His first missionary method was therefore to win the trust and acceptance of Chinese society. He also “used learning to assist religion,” employing Western scientific instruments to attract intellectuals. As a result, the mission was able to begin in China. In preaching, he was “careful in every matter and gentle in dealing with people,” making his methods a model for later missionaries to China. The course of his missionary work can be divided roughly into three periods.
After arriving in Zhaoqing with Ruggieri in 1583, Ricci remained in Guangdong for twelve years. He learned spoken Chinese and studied the written language and classics deeply. Wearing Chinese clothing and speaking Chinese, he assimilated himself into Chinese society. He also taught astronomy, geography, and calendrical calculation. Many people studied with him; even Liu Jiezhai, governor-general of Guangdong, became a believer. This can be called the phase of “adapting to the environment” in Ricci’s Chinese mission.
From 1595 to 1600, Ricci continued preaching in Shaozhou, Nanchang, Nanjing, Suzhou, and elsewhere. He first reached Nanjing in 1595, but because he could not remain for long, he returned to Nanchang and established a church. He first reached Beijing in 1598, but again returned south because he could not remain. This can be called the phase of “remaking the environment.”
The years 1601–1610 were Ricci’s period of preaching in Beijing. In January 1601, identified here as the twenty-eighth year of Wanli, he again reached the capital and presented sacred images of the Lord of Heaven, a chiming clock, a world map, and other items, winning Shenzong’s appreciation. Ricci and fellow Jesuits including Pantoja were received by the emperor in a side hall and warmly encouraged. Shenzong intended to confer an official title upon Ricci, but Ricci firmly declined. He was instead invited to stay in the capital, with the Court of Imperial Entertainments providing his food and lodging, and was thus able to reside in Beijing. The following year, Shenzong provided for the building of a Catholic church. Within four or five years there were more than two hundred believers. From 1601 to 1610, given here as the twenty-eighth to thirty-eighth years of Wanli, he never left Beijing. Besides lecturing there, he brought many senior officials to Catholicism. This can be called the phase of “creating the environment.”
In AD 1610, the thirty-eighth year of Wanli, Ricci died of illness in Beijing. During his nearly thirty years in China, he made outstanding contributions to cultural exchange between China and the West and achieved exceptional success in missionary work.
First, Ricci taught tirelessly through both his conduct and his words, leading many people at the time to be baptized and join the church. By his death, the Jesuits were established in the capital, Hangzhou, Nanchang, Zhaoqing, and elsewhere, with believers numbering in the thousands. Catholic doctrine was thus introduced into China and widely promoted. At the same time, Ricci’s introductions brought a succession of Western missionaries, including Longobard, Giulio Aleni, and Schall, with a very great effect on Catholicism’s spread in China.
While living in Beijing, Ricci also formed wide connections with scholar-officials at court and other notable scholars, engaging in writing and translation. Besides encouraging the translation of foreign books in China, this work had a major influence during the period of intellectual change in the Ming and Qing. Concerning the introduction of Western learning, Zhang Xinglang’s History of the Eastward Spread of Europeanization states that “Ricci may also be ranked first for his achievement in introducing Western learning.” This assessment is indeed sound. His important contributions include the following.
First, in religious philosophy, Ricci wrote The True Meaning of the Lord of Heaven and other pamphlets promoting Catholicism, refuting the idol worship and belief in reincarnation then prevalent in China. His arguments against Buddhism constituted the first “Buddhist–Christian dispute” in Chinese intellectual history. He also explained teachings in the Confucian and Daoist classics in relation to Catholic doctrine and vice versa, deepening Catholic teaching and broadening the scope of traditional European theology.
Second, in astronomy, Ricci wrote Explanation of the Structure of Heaven and Earth (Qiankun Tiyi), whose first volume concerned astronomy and marked the beginning of Western astronomy’s introduction into China. He also made astronomical instruments such as armillary spheres, celestial globes, and terrestrial globes. He strongly argued that the calculation methods of the Datong and Islamic calendars were inaccurate. The Ministry of Rites consequently put Xu Guangqi in charge of the Imperial Astronomical Bureau to supervise a new calendar. Xu later compiled the Chongzhen Treatise on Calendrical Science.
In mathematics, the second volume of Ricci’s Explanation of the Structure of Heaven and Earth dealt with mathematics and likewise marked the beginning of Western mathematics’ introduction into China. After entering Beijing, he and Xu Guangqi translated the ancient Greek mathematician Euclid’s Elements into Chinese. He also worked with Li Zhizao to translate Huanrong Jiaoyi (圜容較義), introducing Western geometry. Later, he and Li translated Tongwen Zhisuan, a work on calculation, systematically introducing Western written methods of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and related operations, supplementing the area most lacking in traditional Chinese mathematics.
In geography, while living in Zhaoqing Ricci often let Chinese visitors examine Western maps, which he later translated into Chinese. Chinese people thus learned theories concerning the earth’s roundness and the five continents. On entering the capital, he presented a map of the world that placed the Chinese mainland alongside the other continents and indicated their actual sizes. This made Chinese people aware of the five continents and broadened their view of the world.
Finally, in the arts, Ricci often showed scholar-officials Western musical instruments, oil paintings, and other objects while living in Zhaoqing. When he met Shenzong, he presented images of the Lord of Heaven and an image of the Virgin Mary, and he wrote a Brief Explanation of Images of the Lord of Heaven (Tianzhu Shengxiang Lüeshuo). The paintings were finely executed, emphasizing line, shadow, light and shade, and tonal washes. This may be described as the beginning of Western painting techniques entering China and influencing Chinese painting. Among Ricci’s tribute gifts was also a Western keyboard instrument, and he wrote explanations of pieces for it, marking the beginning of Western music’s introduction.
To achieve his missionary purpose, Ricci studied the Chinese classics, translated the Four Books into Latin, and sent them to Europe to promote Chinese culture. Europeans thereby encountered Chinese classical texts for the first time, helping to guide Western intellectual currents. French scholars in particular valued Chinese thought highly. At the same time, the rise of humanistic thinking strengthened French opposition to despotic and corrupt government, ultimately leading to the French Revolution. Although this development was connected with missionaries to China translating Chinese classics, Ricci was the first to initiate the practice.
Ricci also contributed greatly to direct communication between Chinese and Western cultures. For example, his Miracle of Western Letters (Xizi Qiji) used Latin-letter phonetic spelling to annotate Chinese characters, greatly assisting later missionaries. He and Ruggieri also compiled the first Portuguese–Chinese dictionary, Pingchang Wenda Ciyi, or the Meanings of Words in Everyday Questions and Answers.
In conclusion, Ricci was both a pioneer among the Jesuits who came to China, laying a solid foundation for later Catholic missionaries, and a bridge between the two great civilizations of China and Europe. He made an enduring contribution to the history of cultural exchange between China and the West.
Ricci came to China to preach and, after years of pioneering work, ultimately succeeded. Why did his successors end in failure? Analyze the reasons. (98)
In the tenth year of Ming Wanli, 1582, the Italian priest Ricci arrived in Macau from India and began his long missionary career in China. Over the following nearly thirty years, his painstaking work finally established a foundation for Catholicism in China. By his death in Beijing in 1610, Catholic churches had been built in Nanjing, Nanchang, Shaozhou, and Beijing. Thirteen European priests were preaching in the country, together with seven Chinese religious brothers born in Macau, and there were about two thousand or more baptized believers. Catholicism developed rapidly in the late Ming and established the basis for its spread in China. Ricci’s achievement cannot be denied.
Among the Western missionaries who came to China in the late Ming, Ricci achieved the most. He possessed not only profound learning and expertise in physics, mathematics, geography, and theology, but, more importantly, an inclusive spirit and a willing acceptance of traditional Chinese culture. His method embedded Catholic doctrine within the meaning of the Confucian classics. He permitted Chinese people to sacrifice to ancestors and Confucius, and searched ancient Chinese texts for expressions such as Tianzhu, Shangdi, and Tian as evidence of Chinese reverence for a divine being. His humility and respect for traditional culture won great admiration from prominent scholars; Xu Guangqi and Li Zhizao were moved to embrace the religion. After Ricci opened China’s missionary door, Pantoja, Schall, Sambiasi, Longobard, and others came east in succession to preach. Although Ricci secured abundant results, his successors unfortunately lacked his farsightedness and courageous tolerance. In reconciling Catholic doctrine with Chinese cultural differences, they not only failed to resolve the contradictions but turned them into mutual rejection. Eventually, missionaries failed to restrain themselves and became involved in court political struggles, bringing the misfortune of a religious ban and causing Ricci’s hard-won undertaking to end in failure.
Ricci’s arrival in the late Ming brought new nourishment to Chinese culture. The Western science and technology, astronomy, and calendrical knowledge he introduced opened the eyes of Chinese intellectuals and won their wholehearted admiration, greatly enriching Ming scholars’ knowledge. Nevertheless, the Western learning he introduced never developed into an entirely new system of thought, and its influence on Chinese thought fell far short of that of Buddhism, introduced at the end of the Han.
Furthermore, Ricci and other Jesuits used science to assist missionary work, hoping to gain the trust of the Ming upper classes and thereby aid Catholicism’s spread. Ricci did win the goodwill of intellectuals such as Xu Guangqi, successfully entered the Beijing court, and began church work in the capital. Missionaries such as Pantoja and Verbiest also received important employment from the Ming and Qing governments. Yet from the late Ming reigns of Wanli and Chongzhen through the Southern Ming and the early Qing reigns of Shunzhi and Kangxi, rulers viewed missionaries merely as foreign advisers. They strictly confined their adoption of missionary knowledge to such subjects as cannon casting. This shows that the court and scholar-officials were interested only in the Western science and technology the missionaries possessed. Because neither those above nor below in the court were enthusiastic about Catholicism itself, missionary work remained limited and ultimately even failed completely.
Ricci was able to open China’s missionary door because of his great inclusive spirit. He understood the importance of respecting Chinese tradition and accommodated his own doctrines to Confucian thought as far as possible, demonstrating that Catholicism did not conflict with the orthodox tradition of Confucius and Mencius and thereby securing greater support among scholar-officials. After his death, however, disagreements gradually arose within the Jesuit mission over his methods. Longobard and Pantoja began to oppose his permission for believers to sacrifice to ancestors and Confucius. In addition, the Spanish-protected Franciscans and Dominicans came to China and clashed with the Portuguese-protected Jesuits over Ming believers’ ancestral and Confucian rites, further complicating the situation. These disputes not only weakened the church’s unity in China; the Dominicans’ firm rejection of traditional Chinese culture also angered scholar-officials and directly contributed to the mission’s defeat.
Viewed from another angle, Ricci’s method of associating Christianity with Confucianism won the praise of some scholar-officials but drew severe criticism from another group of intellectuals strongly committed to distinctions between Chinese and foreigners and to Confucian orthodoxy. Six years after Ricci’s death, Shen Cui, vice minister of rites in Nanjing, submitted three successive memorials accusing missionaries of undermining moral relationships, plotting wrongdoing, and disrupting the orthodox tradition. An anti-Christian movement followed. The court ordered many believers arrested and all missionaries expelled, in what became known as the Nanjing Case. Faced with attacks from defenders of Confucian orthodoxy, Western missionaries could not establish firm roots in China and appeared only briefly in the late Ming and early Qing.
At the Ming–Qing transition, Jesuits were still recruited by the Qing court and continued to develop their work during the Shunzhi and Kangxi reigns. Later, however, Rome intervened in the rites dispute with Kangxi, and the Jesuits subsequently offered advice concerning the imperial succession. These developments eventually brought suppression by Kangxi and Yongzheng, causing Ricci’s painstakingly built mission to fail completely.
Late in Kangxi’s reign, the Jesuits and Dominicans entered the Rites Controversy over Chinese sacrifices to ancestors and Confucius. Kangxi supported the Jesuits, insisting that these were established Chinese ceremonies, while Rome supported the Dominicans and criticized the Jesuits for permitting Chinese believers to perform them. Rome issued a prohibitory decree and sent Bishop Tournon to enforce the ban on ancestral and Confucian sacrifices. Kangxi was displeased and prohibited the religion. The missionary foundation Ricci had established was damaged by the Western missionaries who came after him.
The Jesuits’ indiscreet conduct in China further contributed to their rejection. Late in Kangxi’s reign, his sons contested the succession. His ninth son Yintang was friendly with the Jesuits, and missionaries such as Mu Jingyuan participated in efforts to enthrone him. After Yongzheng’s accession, suspicion of the missionaries helped bring about a comprehensive religious ban. Catholic churches were then gradually declining, and the Jesuits were even less able to recover. At this point came news that the pope had ordered the Society of Jesus dissolved, so Catholic missionary work could be said to have reached its final stage. Yongzheng’s suppression sent an already barely surviving Chinese Catholicism toward its end.
In summary, in Catholicism’s development in China from the mid-Ming onward, the most successful period was Ricci’s mission during Shenzong’s Wanli reign. Yet the mission he had painstakingly pioneered over many years and brought to success ultimately failed as a whole because his successors could not follow his path and did not understand Chinese culture.
It is said that Ricci’s arrival in China laid the cornerstone for the spread of Catholicism there. Is this claim sound? Discuss and analyze it. (00) — In favor
In the tenth year of Ming Wanli, 1582, the Italian priest Ricci arrived in Macau from India and began his long missionary career in China. Over the following nearly thirty years, his painstaking work finally established a foundation for Catholicism in China. By his death in Beijing in 1610, Catholic churches had been built in Nanjing, Nanchang, Shaozhou, and Beijing. Thirteen European priests were preaching in the country, together with seven Chinese religious brothers born in Macau, and there were about two thousand or more baptized believers. Catholicism developed rapidly in the late Ming and established the basis for its spread in China. Ricci’s achievement cannot be denied.
Before Ricci, Christianity had spread in China on two occasions, but neither had taken root, and both eventually disappeared without trace. First, in the ninth year of Tang Zhenguan, 635, Alopen, a cleric of the Nestorian branch of Christianity, brought Jingjiao scriptures to Chang’an. He received Taizong’s approval and permission to preach, after which Jingjiao spread in the Central Plain. During Wuzong’s Huichang suppression of Buddhism, Jingjiao suffered persecution and its clergy dispersed. At the end of the Tang, Huang Chao captured Guangdong and killed all the Arabs, Jews, Persians, and others, among them many Jingjiao believers. After this disaster, Jingjiao’s propagation in China ceased. For more than three hundred years after the late Tang, historical records contain no mention of Christianity.
During the Yuan, Catholicism introduced by European Franciscan missionaries reentered China with the Mongols, who called it Yelikewen. Yelikewen developed considerably under the Yuan, at one point reaching thirty or forty thousand believers. But it was attacked by Buddhists and was followed only by Mongols and people of the semu category. With the fall of Mongol Yuan rule, Christianity again disappeared from China. Not until Ricci arrived 210 years later did Catholicism resume its earlier missionary work. Through his noble character, inclusive spirit, and profound learning, Ricci opened the door to evangelization, allowing Chinese gentry and commoners to learn Catholic doctrine and laying the cornerstone for its spread in China.
Before Ricci’s arrival, Western Dominican and Franciscan friars had already entered China but had not opened a path for missionary work. Jesuits such as Valignani and Ruggieri, who had contacted the Ming earlier than Ricci, generally lacked a missionary strategy, merely using Macau as a base and following Portuguese merchants into the interior to preach. Thus, when Ricci first arrived in Macau, he did not rush to evangelize but stayed to learn Chinese and understand the country’s customs, society, and court institutions. After reaching Zhaoqing, he spent heavily to employ respected local Confucian scholars to explain Chinese conditions and read the classics, literature, and history. His knowledge of Chinese culture naturally far surpassed that of other Western missionaries. He therefore became thoroughly Chinese in clothing, daily life, food, and etiquette, avoiding conflict with traditional culture and reducing the distance between himself and Chinese society.
Ricci also used his learning, which encompassed China and the West, to befriend prominent scholars and enter Confucian literary circles. He gained the trust of scholar-officials as a means of advancement. For example, he wore Confucian scholars’ clothing, composed poems with notable men, and freely discussed astronomy and geography. Scholar-officials admired his extensive learning and wanted to associate with him, so “from dukes and ministers downward, people esteemed him and all came into contact with him” (History of the Ming, “Account of Italy”). Ricci gained great respect and trust from Ming rulers and scholars and could therefore preach smoothly, ultimately enabling Catholic doctrine to take root in China.
Ricci also used learning to assist religion, introducing early Western science and Western objects to raise his standing and open the way for missionary work. For example, he gave maps, an armillary sphere, and chiming clocks to the governor-general of Guangdong and Guangxi and the magistrate of Zhaoqing, enabling him to establish himself there. In Zhaoqing, he first introduced the geography, mathematics, and other subjects he had learned in Rome. Later, his memorials likewise emphasized “presenting local products as tribute,” without mentioning preaching. Chinese officials therefore “coveted their valuable goods, pretending to prohibit them while secretly permitting them” (History of the Ming, “Account of the Franks”). Ricci consequently devoted most of his time to teaching astronomy, geography, calendrical calculation, and other learning, discussing Catholic doctrine only outside lessons so that it could exert a gradual, unobtrusive influence.
To adapt to his surroundings, reduce resistance, and achieve his missionary purpose, Ricci consistently expressed great admiration and respect for Chinese culture. Whenever asked why he had come to China, for example, he replied, “I have long heard that your country’s government is enlightened and flourishing. I admired it in my heart and therefore undertook the arduous journey from the distant West.” He especially valued Confucian learning, accepted its ancient teachings, and advocated reconciling them with his own: “His words often agreed with Confucius and Mencius” (Record of the Deeds of Master Li of the Great West). His missionary strategy may thus be described as “welcoming Confucianism and rejecting Buddhism.” He also connected Catholic doctrine with China’s established interpersonal ethics, holding that what the Chinese called Tian, “Heaven,” was no different from the Western God. He accordingly followed Chinese rites and customs and did not prohibit believers from honoring Confucius, sacrificing to ancestors, or revering Heaven. This won him considerable trust among scholar-officials.
Furthermore, Ricci translated and published religious and scientific books and developed his ideas in writing to publicize them widely and extend his influence. In religion, he wrote The True Meaning of the Lord of Heaven (Tianzhu Shiyi) in Chinese, “using a question-and-answer format between a Chinese and a Western scholar to explain Catholicism’s important doctrines.” This laid a deep foundation for missionary work.
Finally, Ricci understood that, in a China where the monarch ruled over everything, the Jesuits needed the ruler’s support to preach. Thus, in AD 1601, the twenty-eighth year of Wanli as given here, he and Pantoja took unusual Western instruments and products to the capital. They bribed eunuchs and gained an audience with Shenzong, presenting a chiming clock, a copy of the Complete Map of the Myriad Countries of the World (Kunyu Wanguo Quantu), an image of the Virgin Mary, a Western keyboard instrument, and other gifts. Shenzong praised them and permitted them to reside and preach in Beijing, and Catholicism obtained legal standing.
In conclusion, Ricci did not rush his missionary work. He first assimilated into Chinese culture and broke down the barrier between Chinese and foreigners. He then used science, culture, and the arts to attract Chinese attention, and only finally spread religious doctrine. This method laid a stable foundation for Catholic missionary work in China.
It is said that Ricci’s arrival in China laid the cornerstone for the spread of Catholicism there. Is this claim sound? Discuss and analyze it. (00) — Against
In the sixteenth century, the Jesuits developed their mission in China’s interior by way of Macau. Their late-Ming entry into China should be dated from Ruggieri, whose work Ricci continued after Ruggieri returned to Europe. In the tenth year of Ming Wanli, 1582, Ricci arrived in Macau from India and began his long mission in China. Over the following nearly thirty years, his painstaking work finally enabled Catholicism to develop there. By his death in Beijing in 1610, Catholic churches had been built in Nanjing, Nanchang, Shaozhou, and Beijing. Thirteen European priests were preaching in the country, together with seven Chinese religious brothers born in Macau, and there were about two thousand or more baptized believers. Catholicism developed rapidly in the late Ming, and Ricci’s achievement cannot be denied. Nevertheless, the foundation of the mission he developed was very weak. Once he died, the work built up over many years gradually declined. The church subsequently suffered repeated persecutions; after Yongzheng’s accession, the religion was even prohibited, interrupting the Jesuit mission in China.
When Ricci died of illness in Beijing, he left instructions for Niccolo Longobard to succeed him. At that time the missionaries used the situation to cultivate good relations with the court, and their mission flourished increasingly. But in AD 1616, the forty-fourth year of Wanli, Shen Cui, vice minister of rites in Nanjing, submitted three memorials accusing the “distant foreigners,” meaning the missionaries, of undermining moral relationships by not sacrificing to ancestors, plotting wrongdoing by gathering congregations, and disrupting the orthodox tradition by altering the calendar. Many people agreed, and anti-Christian agitation appeared in various places. The court consequently prohibited the religion and expelled the missionaries, in what became known as the Nanjing Persecution.
Early in the Qing, although Schall was highly valued by the Shunzhi emperor, Oboi became regent when Kangxi took the throne. Oboi disliked the missionaries and was influenced by Yang Guangxian’s Treatise against Heterodoxy, which attacked the Western calendar and the Jesuits. In 1664, the third year of Kangxi, Schall, Verbiest, and others were imprisoned in the Imperial Astronomical Bureau Case. Governors-general and governors were ordered to arrest missionaries, setting back the Jesuit mission.
After Kangxi assumed personal rule, he rehabilitated the missionaries on the basis of their memorials in their own defense, and missionary work revived. Yet late in his reign, the Jesuits and Dominicans entered the Rites Controversy over Chinese sacrifices to ancestors and Confucius. Kangxi supported the Jesuits, while Rome supported the Dominicans and sent Bishop Tournon to China to enforce the prohibitory decree. This angered Kangxi, who prohibited the religion. Yongzheng continued the policy against Catholicism after his accession. Later, Rome also dissolved the Society of Jesus. Thus the Jesuits, active in China for more than 190 years and with several hundred thousand believers, ceased their activities there.
The church’s repeated persecutions after Ricci’s death show that he had not, in fact, laid a cornerstone for Catholic missionary work in China. At most, his thirty years of painstaking work can be said to have opened the missionary door. Furthermore, although “using learning to assist religion” produced temporary results, its influence on traditional Chinese thought remained limited. Rulers of the late Ming and early Qing were enthusiastic only about the Western science and technology he introduced and paid little attention to his religion. Moreover, his method of associating Christianity with Confucianism was challenged by defenders of Confucian orthodoxy. Later missionaries simply could not carry forward the results he left behind.
Ricci’s arrival in the late Ming did bring new nourishment to Chinese culture. The Western science and technology, astronomy, and calendrical knowledge he introduced opened Chinese intellectuals’ eyes and won their wholehearted admiration, contributing greatly to Ming scholars’ knowledge. Yet his Western learning never developed into a completely new system of thought, and its influence on Chinese thought remained far less than that of Buddhism, introduced at the end of the Han.
Furthermore, Ricci used science to assist missionary work, hoping to gain the trust of the Ming upper classes and thereby aid Catholicism’s spread. He did win the goodwill of intellectuals such as Xu Guangqi, successfully entered the Beijing court, and began church work in the capital. Yet from the late Ming reigns of Wanli and Chongzhen through the Southern Ming and the early Qing reigns of Shunzhi and Kangxi, rulers treated missionaries merely as foreign advisers. They strictly confined their adoption of missionary knowledge to such matters as cannon casting. This shows that the court and scholar-officials were interested only in the Western science and technology the missionaries possessed. Since neither those above nor below in the court were enthusiastic about Catholicism itself, missionary work remained limited and ultimately even failed completely.
Ricci was able to open China’s missionary door because of his great inclusive spirit. He understood the importance of respecting Chinese tradition and accommodated his doctrines to Confucian thought as far as possible, demonstrating that Catholicism did not conflict with the orthodox tradition of Confucius and Mencius and thereby gaining greater support among scholar-officials. Viewed from another angle, however, his association of Christianity with Confucianism won some scholars’ praise but drew severe criticism from others strongly committed to distinctions between Chinese and foreigners and to Confucian orthodoxy. Six years after his death, Shen Cui, vice minister of rites in Nanjing, submitted three successive memorials accusing missionaries of undermining moral relationships, plotting wrongdoing, and disrupting the orthodox tradition. An anti-Christian movement followed. The court ordered many believers arrested and all missionaries expelled, in what became known as the Nanjing Case. Faced with attacks from defenders of Confucian orthodoxy, Western missionaries could not establish firm roots in China and appeared only briefly in the late Ming and early Qing.
In summary, in Catholicism’s development in China from the mid-Ming onward, the most successful period was Ricci’s mission during Shenzong’s Wanli reign. Yet the mission he painstakingly pioneered over many years failed to lay a cornerstone for Catholicism’s spread in China. His successors could not develop their work along his path, and Catholic missionary activity in China as a whole ended in failure.
Describe Robert Morrison’s missionary work in China and its influence or contributions. (94, 97, 99)
Robert Morrison was born in London, England, in AD 1782 and resolved from an early age to preach overseas. In 1804, the London Missionary Society approved his application to preach in China. He therefore studied Chinese with Yang Sande, a young Chinese man living in Britain, to prepare for the journey.
At that time, only East India Company merchant ships sailed between Britain and China. China’s maritime prohibitions were strict, and the British feared that carrying missionaries east would harm their commercial activities. They therefore refused Morrison passage, forcing him to travel to Macau by way of the Americas. In 1807, the twelfth year of the Jiaqing reign, he arrived in Guangzhou and secretly lived in an American merchant’s warehouse while continuing to learn Chinese. The East India Company later employed him as an interpreter, allowing him to enter and leave Guangzhou. In his spare time he preached and translated the Bible.
In 1813, the London Missionary Society sent the Reverend William Milne to China to assist Morrison. On arriving in Macau, however, local Catholics opposed him, and the Portuguese authorities expelled him. Milne then went to Malacca, where he engaged in publishing and printing and used these activities to preach. In 1814, Morrison baptized his first convert, Cai Gao, in Macau. He continued translating the Bible and writing evangelistic works, publishing Acts of the Apostles, The Authentic General Account of Redemption and Salvation, A Simple Explanation in Questions and Answers, The Teaching of Jesus, Genesis of the Old Testament, and other books. He also worked on compiling a Chinese–English Dictionary. In 1816, however, Chinese officials, displeased with his evangelization through print, ordered the arrest of the block-cutting and printing workers. Morrison, Liang Fa, and others fled to Malacca and joined Milne, preaching there while missionary work in China’s interior temporarily stopped. Before long, Liang Fa was baptized and became a missionary preacher, the first Chinese pastor, laying a firm foundation for Chinese Christianity.
In 1818, Morrison established the Anglo-Chinese College in Malacca, carrying out translation, printing, missionary work, and teaching. In 1824 he returned to Britain to report on the mission in China, and in 1826 he returned to Guangzhou. Recognizing that China’s vast territory and large population required more than one individual or denomination could provide, he wrote separately to churches in Britain and America, asking them to send workers to China. He hoped to unite the efforts of the denominations and develop China into a Christian mission field without denominational divisions. In 1830, American churches responded by sending two missionaries, Bridgeman (F. C. Bridgeman) and Yabili (David Ablee), to Guangzhou. Morrison introduced Chinese believers to them. Many later Protestant pastors who came to China benefited from his introductions and encouragement. He also frequently invited believers to gather for worship in his home, and their number soon rose to ten. He wished at this point to preach farther into the interior, but died of illness in Guangzhou in 1834, aged fifty-two.
Morrison resolutely came to China to preach despite every obstacle and danger and was a pioneer in introducing modern ideas. His more than twenty years of work produced few baptized converts at the time, but he and the continuing stream of Christian missionaries who followed opened new ground in culture and scholarship. His contributions in these areas were very great and may be described as follows.
First, Morrison was a pioneer of Christian missionary work. He devoted twenty-seven years of his life to preaching. Although there were only ten believers and the mission remained limited to Macau and Guangzhou without expanding into the interior, he had initiated a new undertaking. China’s first Protestant convert, Cai Gao, was baptized by him in 1814. Despite China’s strict prohibition of Christianity, his unremitting efforts wrote the first chapter in modern Protestantism’s spread in China.
Morrison also broke through denominational boundaries, proposing that the various churches unite to form a nondenominational Christianity in China. He was a visionary pioneer of Christian unity. American churches responded in 1830 by sending Bridgeman and Yabili to Guangzhou. Morrison introduced believers to them, and their example encouraged further missionaries to come. Later arrivals included Samuel Wells Williams, James Legge, Timothy Richard, and Young J. Allen.
Morrison also followed Ricci’s example by spending much time studying Chinese and becoming a first-rate Sinologist. His Chinese Grammar, Chinese–English Dictionary, and many translations greatly assisted communication between Chinese and Western cultures. In particular, the dictionary used Roman letters to indicate pronunciation in place of the traditional fanqie system. This influenced the study of Chinese phonology and promoted the Chinese national-language movement.
His translations of the Old and New Testaments and other missionary works, such as Acts of the Apostles, The Authentic General Account of Redemption and Salvation, A Simple Explanation in Questions and Answers, The Teaching of Jesus, and Genesis of the Old Testament, also had a definite influence on Chinese society.
Morrison initiated church education and made major contributions to the development of education in China as well as to politics and society. To help foreign missionaries learn Chinese and Chinese people understand European and American culture, he and the Reverend Milne founded the Anglo-Chinese College in Malacca. The college later moved to Hong Kong, marking the beginning of church-run schooling. Thereafter, church education became increasingly common. China was still in the era of eight-legged essays and official recruitment through civil-service examinations, whereas mission schools taught British and American learning and ideas. They greatly broadened Chinese horizons and trained many able people for Hong Kong and China. His educational work thus had a very great influence on modern Chinese society.
In preaching, Morrison and other missionaries also disseminated Western learning and introduced democratic ideas. Many Protestant missionaries who came to China in modern times worked to translate and spread Western learning. John Fryer, for example, served as a translator at the Jiangnan Arsenal for nearly thirty years and translated many Western scientific and technological works. Timothy Richard and others advocated reform and had considerable influence on the reform movement of Kang Youwei and Liang Qichao. In addition, revolutionaries such as Sun Yat-sen were influenced to some extent by the Western learning and ideas introduced by missionaries.
The spread of Protestantism triggered the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom movement. Good Words to Admonish the Age, a missionary booklet written by Liang Fa and revised by Morrison, reached Hong Xiuquan in Guangzhou in 1836 and later became an important ideological weapon of the Taiping movement. Christianity’s proclamation of an “equal heavenly kingdom” corresponded in some respects to Chinese peasants’ pursuit of equality and their ideal of a harmonious commonwealth. In the turmoil of China in the 1850s and 1860s, it was therefore used as a banner against the Manchu Qing dynasty.
Morrison and other missionaries also wrote books and established various periodicals to preach their faith. Christian writing and publishing had an important influence on the development of modern Chinese printing, publishing, newspapers, and magazines.
Morrison devoted his life to spreading Christianity and ultimately established a foundation from which it could later develop successfully. The works he compiled and translated, together with his language school and the Anglo-Chinese College, promoted cultural exchange between China and the West. Protestant missionaries in China began with ordinary people and preached through cultural and educational activities as well as charitable and welfare work, exerting a great influence on Chinese society. Morrison may be credited with an outstanding contribution.
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Reading 2
Having the Lord’s Presence
Scripture: Matthew 28:19–20
Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Teach them to observe everything I have commanded you, and I will always be with you, to the end of the world.
Title: Having the Lord’s Presence
Theme: Three conditions we must fulfill.
Introduction
Be like a wise person.
A. The Lord is the source of joy.
Psalm 16:11: You will show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forever.
B. With the Lord, we have everything.
Matthew 6:33: Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.
3 John 2: Dear brother, I pray that you may prosper in every way and be in good health, just as your soul prospers.
C. We must meet the Lord’s conditions.
Philippians 4:9: Whatever you have learned, received, heard, and seen in me, put these things into practice, and the God of peace will be with you.
Outline
I. Put the Lord’s instructions into practice
Verse 19: “Go” (Πορευθεντες), aorist participle of πορευομαι.
1. Be Christ’s ambassadors.
2 Corinthians 5:20: Therefore we are Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were urging you through us. On Christ’s behalf, we beg you to be reconciled to God.
2. Have the Lord working with you.
Mark 16:20: The disciples went out and preached the gospel everywhere. The Lord worked with them and confirmed the word they preached by the signs that accompanied it.
3. Preach wherever you go.
Acts 8:4–5: Those who were scattered went from place to place preaching the word. Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed Christ.
II. Hold to sound faith
Verse 19: “In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.”
1. Conform to Scripture.
Acts 8:35: Philip began to speak, and starting with this Scripture, he told him about Jesus.
2. Have the Holy Spirit’s power.
Acts 18:28: He powerfully refuted the Jews in public, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.
3. Bow before the truth.
Acts 9:4: He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul! Saul! Why are you persecuting me?”
III. Lead by example
Verse 20: “Teach them to observe.”
1. Teach through both words and conduct.
1 Timothy 4:16: Take care over yourself and your teaching. Persevere in these things, for by doing so you will save both yourself and those who hear you.
2. Only then is there new life.
Acts 16:34: Then the jailer brought them up into his home and set a meal before them. He and his whole household were full of joy because they had believed in God.
3. Be qualified to be a teacher.
Matthew 13:52: Every scribe who has been “taught” (μαθητευθεις) to be a “disciple” (μαθηται) of the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out both new and old things from his storeroom.
Matthew 10:24: A student cannot be above the teacher.
Reading 3
Principles for Leading People to the Lord
Scripture:
Jonah 4:11: “And should I not have compassion on this great city of Nineveh, in which there are more than 120,000 people who cannot distinguish their left hand from their right, and also many animals?”
Romans 1:20: Since the creation of heaven and earth, God’s eternal power and divine nature have been clearly knowable. Although invisible to the eye, they can be understood through the things he has made, leaving people without excuse.
Romans 1:4: According to the Spirit of holiness, he was shown with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead.
Psalm 33:1: You righteous people, rejoice in the LORD; praise is fitting for the upright.
Title: Principles for Leading People to the Lord
Theme: Three biblical truths that those who turn to the Lord must accept.
I. God has compassion on souls
Jonah 4:11
1. [Blank in the source.]
2. [Blank in the source.]
3. [Blank in the source.]
II. Jesus is the Son of God
Romans 1:4
1. [Blank in the source.]
2. [Blank in the source.]
3. [Blank in the source.]
III. Be an upright person
Psalm 33:1
1. [Blank in the source.]
2. [Blank in the source.]
3. [Blank in the source.]
Reading 4
Work Out Your Salvation
Scripture — Philippians 2:12: Therefore, my beloved brothers, as you have always obeyed—not only when I was with you, but even more now that I am absent—you should work out your salvation with fear and trembling.
Romans 3:22: This is the righteousness of God, given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe, without distinction.

James 1:22: But you must put the word into practice, not merely hear it and deceive yourselves.

Hebrews 9:28: In the same way, Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. He will appear a second time to those who wait for him, apart from sin, to save them.

Title: Work Out Your Salvation
Theme: Three things that those who receive the salvation of the soul must do.
Introduction: The price paid for an award-winning paper.
Outline
I. Believe and obey the Lord Jesus
Romans 3:22.
1. Obey the prompting of the Holy Spirit.
1 Corinthians 12:3: Therefore I tell you that no one moved by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus is accursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” unless moved by the Holy Spirit.

2. Be able to receive God’s love.
Romans 5:5: Hope does not put us to shame, because the Holy Spirit given to us has poured God’s love into our hearts.

3. Believe that the Lord has risen.
Acts 9:18: Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see. Then he got up and was baptized.

II. Be willing to practice the word of truth
James 1:22.
1. Practice the word you already know.
John 13:17: Now that you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.

2. Be able to receive the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2:38: Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given.”

3. Be able to heal the sick and cast out demons.
1 John 4:4: Little children, you belong to God and have overcome them, because the one within you is greater than the one in the world.

III. Wait for the Lord to return
Hebrews 9:28.
1. Have your life in the Lord.
Colossians 3:4: Christ is our life. When he appears, you too will appear with him in glory.

2. Only then can you belong to God.
1 John 3:10: This reveals who are God’s children and who are the devil’s children. Anyone who does not practice righteousness does not belong to God, and neither does anyone who does not love his brother.

3. Be willing to endure to the end.
Matthew 24:13: Only the one who endures to the end will certainly be saved.

Reading 5
Have God’s Love
Scripture — Psalm 36:10: May you continually show steadfast love to those who know you and continually treat the upright in heart with righteousness.
Exodus 2:10: The child grew, and the woman brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. She named the child Moses, saying, “Because I drew him out of the water.”

1 John 3:14: Because we love the brothers, we know that we have already passed out of death into life. Whoever has no love still remains in death.

Exodus 2:6: She opened the basket and saw the child. The child was crying, and she took pity on him, saying, “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.”

Title: Have God’s Love
Theme: Three expressions of having God’s love.
Introduction: [Blank in the source.]
Outline
I. Be able to give yourself for others
Exodus 2:10 [source reference]: Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse him for me. I will pay you wages.” The woman took the child and nursed him.

1. Be an “intercessory mother.”
2. Love can move people’s hearts.
3. You must receive the Holy Spirit.
Romans 5:5: Hope does not put us to shame, because the Holy Spirit given to us has poured God’s love into our hearts.

II. Enable people to receive eternal life
1 John 3:14: Because we love the brothers, we know that we have already passed out of death into life. Whoever has no love still remains in death.

1. You must proclaim the good news.
Luke 2:10: The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! I bring you a message of great joy concerning all peoples.”

2. Obey the Lord’s call. (Hudson Taylor.)
3. You must be filled with the Holy Spirit. (Pastor Tsang leading people to accept faith in the Lord within a short time.)
III. Have a compassionate heart
Exodus 2:6 [source reference]: The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! I bring you a message of great joy concerning all peoples.”

1. Pharaoh’s daughter rescued the infant Moses.
Exodus 2:10: The child grew, and the woman brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. She named the child Moses, saying, “Because I drew him out of the water.”

2. The Lord wants people to have compassionate hearts.
Luke 10:37 [source reference]: Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn others, and you will not be condemned. Forgive others, and you will be forgiven.

3. Only then can you receive God’s mercy.
Matthew 5:7: Blessed are the merciful, for they will certainly receive mercy.

Reading 6
Have the Virtues of the Righteous
Scripture — Romans 5:11: Not only so: since through our Lord Jesus Christ we have been reconciled to God, through him we also rejoice in God.
Acts 10:7: After the angel who spoke to him had left, Cornelius called two household servants and a devout soldier who regularly attended him.

Acts 14:20: While the disciples were gathered around him, he got up and entered the city. The next day he went with Barnabas to Derbe.

Title: Have the Virtues of the Righteous
Theme: Three good virtues that a righteous person will have.
Introduction: Noah was a righteous man (Genesis 6:9), and therefore could walk with God, enabling his whole household to be saved.
Outline
I. Have peace
Romans 5:11: Rejoice in God.
1. Rejoice in God.
2. Truly receive the Holy Spirit.
Romans 14:17: For God’s kingdom is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.

3. Have the Holy Spirit in your heart.
Acts 9:18: Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see. Then he got up and was baptized.

II. Revere the true God
Acts 10:7: Act on God’s words.
1. Act immediately.
2. Only then can you receive the Spirit.
Acts 10:44: While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came upon everyone who heard the word.

3. Show no partiality.
Acts 10:47: Then Peter said, “These people have received the Holy Spirit just as we have. Who can forbid water for their baptism?”

III. Do not fear death
Acts 14:20: Persevere to the end.
1. Face death as though returning home.
2. Overcome testing.
Acts 14:20: While the disciples were gathered around him, he got up and entered the city. The next day he went with Barnabas to Derbe.

3. Persevere to the end.
2 Timothy 4:11: Only Luke is here with me. When you come, bring Mark with you, because he is useful to me in preaching (or, “in serving me”).

Reading 7
Have the Mind of Christ
Scripture — Philippians 2:5–8: You should have the same mind as Christ Jesus.
Philippians 2:6: He possessed the form of God and did not consider it robbery to be equal with God.

Philippians 2:7: Instead, he emptied himself, took the form of a servant, and became like a human being.

Philippians 2:8: Having the appearance of a human being, he humbled himself and was obedient even to death—death on a cross.

Title: Have the Mind of Christ
Theme: Have three qualities of Christ’s heart.
Introduction: [Blank in the source.]
Outline
I. Do not exalt yourself
Matthew 3:15: Jesus answered, “Permit me for now, for it is right for us to fulfill all righteousness in this way.”

1. Humble yourself before God.
Exodus 4:10: Moses said to the LORD, “Lord, I have never been an eloquent speaker.”

2. Be able to converse with God.
Numbers 12:13: Then Moses cried out to the LORD, “O God, please heal her!”

3. Kneel before God in prayer.
Daniel 6:10: When Daniel knew that the decree had been sealed with the royal seal, he went home (the windows of his upper room opened toward Jerusalem). Three times a day he knelt on both knees before his God, prayed, and gave thanks, just as he had always done.

II. Be willing to obey even to death
Philippians 2:8: Having the appearance of a human being, he humbled himself and was obedient even to death—death on a cross.

1. Be willing to obey God the Father.
Acts 7:39 [source reference]: Having the appearance of a human being, he humbled himself and was obedient even to death—death on a cross.

2. God’s will is best.
Luke 22:42: He said, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup away. Yet let your will be done, not mine.”

3. Be willing to be God’s servant.
Romans 6:18 [source reference]: He said, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup away. Yet let your will be done, not mine.”

III. Love people with God’s love
John 21:16: Jesus said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter said, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Shepherd my sheep.”

1. Human love is not of high quality.
John 21:17 [source reference]: Jesus said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter said, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Shepherd my sheep.”

2. Be able to receive the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2:38 [source reference]: Jesus said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter said, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Shepherd my sheep.”

3. Gladly follow the Lord.
Mark 10:21: Jesus looked at him and loved him, and said, “You still lack one thing: go, sell everything you have and distribute it to the poor, and you will certainly have treasure in heaven. Then come and follow me.”

Reading 8
Carry Out the Lord’s Great Commission
Scripture — Matthew 28:19–20 [source heading]: All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Matthew 28:19: Therefore go and make people of all nations my disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (or, “baptizing them into the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit”).

Matthew 28:20: Teach them to obey everything I have commanded you, and I will always be with you, until the end of the world.

Title: Carry Out the Lord’s Great Commission
Theme: Three things that those who carry out the Great Commission must know.
Introduction: [Blank in the source.]
Outline
I. The Lord wants people to become disciples
Matthew 28:19: Go and make people of all nations my disciples.
1. Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2:38: Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given.”

2. Only then can you live in the Lord.
1 Corinthians 9:2: Even if I am not an apostle to others, I certainly am to you, because you in the Lord are the seal of my apostleship.

3. Be willing to be the Lord’s apprentice.
Acts 9:17: Ananias went and entered that house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me so that you may see and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

II. Preach as you go
1. Make disciples at every opportunity.
Matthew 28:19: Therefore go and make people of all nations my disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

2. Obey the Holy Spirit’s leading.
Acts 8:5: Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed Christ.

3. Know how to proclaim the Lord’s word of truth.
Acts 16:32: They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to everyone in his household.

III. Obey the Lord’s commands
1. Enable people to live in the Lord.
1 Corinthians 9:2: Even if I am not an apostle to others, I certainly am to you, because you in the Lord are the seal of my apostleship.

2. Only then will you serve the Lord faithfully.
Acts 16:15: After she and her household had been baptized, she begged us, “If you consider me a true believer in the Lord (or, “faithful in serving the Lord”), please come and stay in my house.” Thus she strongly urged us to stay.

3. Gladly accept the Lord’s instruction.
Acts 16:14: There was a woman named Lydia, a seller of purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who had long worshiped God. She heard, and the Lord opened her heart so that she paid attention to what Paul was saying.

Reading 9
Receive True Blessing
Scripture — Numbers 6:26: May the LORD lift up his face toward you and give you peace.
James 1:7: Such a person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord.

Numbers 14:37–38: These men who spread the bad report all suffered a plague and died before the LORD. 38. Among them, only Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh remained alive.

Psalm 50:12: If I were hungry, I would not need to tell you, because the world and everything in it are mine.

John 14:27: I leave peace with you; I give you my peace. What I give is unlike what the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not be afraid.

Title: Receive True Blessing
Theme: Three responsibilities that those who receive blessing must fulfill.
Introduction: [Blank in the source.]
Outline
I. Receive God’s protection
Numbers 14:37–38.
1. The Holy Spirit is greater than demons.
1 John 4:4: Little children, you belong to God and have overcome them, because the one within you is greater than the one in the world.

2. Be able to receive eternal life from the Spirit.
Galatians 6:8: Whoever sows according to fleshly desires will reap corruption from those desires; whoever sows according to the Holy Spirit will reap eternal life from the Holy Spirit.

3. Be sanctified through the truth.
John 17:19: For their sake I set myself apart as holy, so that they too may be sanctified through the truth.

II. Receive God’s grace
Psalm 50:12.
1. Gifts come from God.
James 1:7: Such a person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord.

2. Faith is a prerequisite for salvation.
Ephesians 2:8: You are saved by grace and through faith. This does not come from yourselves; it is God’s gift.

3. Make an effort for eternal life.
John 6:27: Do not labor for food that will perish; labor for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has set his seal on the Son of Man.

III. Receive God’s peace
John 14:27.
1. Receive fullness of joy.
Psalm 16:11 / John 6:27 [both labels appear in the source]: Do not labor for food that will perish; labor for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has set his seal on the Son of Man.

2. Only then will you have the Lord’s likeness.
Matthew 11:29: I am gentle and humble in heart. Take my yoke upon you and learn my example; then your hearts will certainly enjoy rest.

3. Be willing to dedicate yourself to the true God.
Psalm 43:4: Then I will go to God’s altar, to God, my greatest joy. O God, my God, I will praise you by playing the harp!

Reading 10
Learn from Noah’s Good Example
Scripture — Genesis 6:9: Noah was a righteous man, a blameless man in his generation. Noah walked with God.
Philippians 3:17: Brothers, join together in following my example, and pay attention to those who live according to the example we set.

Matthew 5:16: In the same way, let your light shine before people, so that they may see your good deeds and give glory to your Father in heaven.

Psalm 18:23: I was blameless before him, and I kept myself far from my iniquity.

2 Corinthians 5:17: If anyone is in Christ, that person is a new creation. The old things have passed away; everything has become new.

Title: Learn from Noah’s Good Example
Theme: Three good examples.
Introduction: [Blank in the source.]
Outline
I. Have good conduct
Matthew 5:16: “So that they may see your good deeds.”
1. Spread the good news.
1 Peter 1:12: It was revealed to them that all the things they preached (the original word is “served”) were not for themselves but for you.

2. It is the Lord’s command.
Mark 1:15: He said, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the gospel!”

3. Have the Spirit’s power.
Acts 1:8: But when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will receive power, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

II. Be blameless
Psalm 18:23: “I was blameless before him, and I kept myself far from my iniquity.”
1. Experience suffering.
Hebrews 5:8: Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through the sufferings he endured.

2. Be in accord with the Lord’s heart.
Acts 13:22: “I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after my own heart, who will do all my will.”

3. Be willing to suffer.
Hebrews 2:10: It was fitting to make the captain of their salvation perfect through suffering.

III. Become a new creation
2 Corinthians 5:17: “If anyone is in Christ, that person is a new creation. The old things have passed away; everything has become new.”
1. The Lord regards this as important.
Galatians 6:15: Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision matters; what matters is being a new creation.

2. Have the Lord’s image.
Colossians 3:10: You have put on the new self. This new self is gradually renewed in knowledge, according to the image of the Lord who created it.

3. Put on the new self.
Ephesians 2:10: We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good deeds, which God prepared for us to do.

Reading 11
Have Great Faith
Scripture — Luke 7:7–10: I did not consider myself worthy to come and see you. Only say a word, and my servant will surely be healed. 8. For I am under authority, and I also have soldiers under me. I say to this one, “Go!” and he goes; to another, “Come!” and he comes; and to my servant, “Do this!” and he does it. 9. When Jesus heard this, he marveled at him, turned to the crowd following him, and said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” 10. When those who had been sent returned to the centurion’s house, they found that the servant was already well.
Isaiah 64:4: Since ancient times, people have never heard, their ears have never perceived, and their eyes have never seen any God besides you who acts for those who wait for him.

Luke 22:42: He said, “Father! If you are willing, take this cup away. Yet let not my will be done, but yours.”

Jonah 4:9: God said to Jonah, “Is it reasonable for you to be angry about this castor-oil plant?” He said, “It is reasonable for me to be angry, even to the point of death!”

Title: Have Great Faith
Theme: Three expressions of a person with great faith.
Introduction: [Blank in the source.]
Outline
I. Wait for God
Isaiah 64:4: Since ancient times, people have never heard, their ears have never perceived, and their eyes have never seen any God besides you who acts for those who wait for him.
1. God has an appointed time.
Ecclesiastes 3:1: Everything has its appointed season, and every matter under heaven has its appointed time.

2. God listens to the righteous.
Isaiah 38:5: “Go and tell Hezekiah: Thus says the LORD, the God of your ancestor David: I have heard your prayer and seen your tears. I will add fifteen years to your life.”

3. Be innocent.
Daniel 6:22: God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths so that they did not harm me, because I was innocent before God. Nor have I done anything harmful before you, O king.

II. Trust and submit to God
Luke 22:42: “Father! If you are willing, take this cup away. Yet let not my will be done, but yours.”
1. Have true wisdom.
2 Kings 5:14: So Naaman went down and washed in the Jordan seven times according to the word of the man of God. His flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

2. Be able to receive the Holy Spirit.
Acts 5:32: We are witnesses to this, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.

3. Carry out the Lord’s commands.
Luke 24:49: I will send upon you what my Father has promised. You must wait in the city until you receive power from above.

III. Be in accord with the truth
Jonah 4:9: God said to Jonah, “Is it reasonable for you to be angry about this castor-oil plant?” He said, “It is reasonable for me to be angry, even to the point of death!”
1. Yield to the Lord.
John 13:8–9: Peter said, “You must never wash my feet!” Jesus said, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9. Simon Peter said, “Lord, not only my feet, but also my hands and my head must be washed.”

2. God considers it good.
Leviticus 10:20: When Moses heard this, he considered it good.

3. Do not ask God with wrong motives.
James 4:3: You ask and do not receive because you ask with wrong motives, intending to squander it on your pleasures.

Reading 12
Choose the Living Way to Eternal Life
Matthew 7:14: The gate that leads to eternal life is narrow, and the road is small; few find it.
Romans 5:18: Therefore, just as through one trespass everyone was condemned, so also through one righteous act everyone is justified and receives life.

1 John 3:7: Little children, do not be led astray. Only those who practice righteousness are righteous, just as the Lord is righteous.

1 Corinthians 15:44: What is sown is a natural body; what is raised is a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there must also be a spiritual body.

Title: Choose the Living Way to Eternal Life
Theme: Three stages that those who walk the way to eternal life must pass through.
Introduction: [Blank in the source.]
Outline
I. Be justified by God
Romans 5:18: Through one righteous act everyone is justified and receives life.
1. That is, have peace with God.
Romans 5:1: Since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

2. Only then be able to receive glory.
Romans 8:31 [reference as printed]: Those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.

3. Believe and obey the true word.
Romans 1:5: From him we have received grace and apostleship, to bring people among all the nations to believe and obey the true word for his name.

II. Become a righteous person
1 John 3:7: Only those who practice righteousness are righteous, just as the Lord is righteous.
1. Be able to withstand testing.
Genesis 39:9: How could I do this great evil and sin against God?

2. Be able to live by faith.
Hebrews 10:38: But the righteous (some ancient manuscripts say “my righteous one”) shall live by faith. If that person draws back, my heart takes no pleasure in him.

3. Truly practice righteousness.
1 John 3:7: Little children, do not be led astray. Only those who practice righteousness are righteous, just as the Lord is righteous.

III. Receive a spiritual body
1 Corinthians 15:44: What is sown is a natural body; what is raised is a spiritual body.
1. Receive an imperishable body.
1 Corinthians 15:52: In an instant, in the blink of an eye, at the sounding of the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.

2. Be worthy to be God’s sons.
Romans 8:14: All who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.

3. Have the Spirit in your heart.
James 2:26: Just as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead.

Reading 13
Work Out Your Salvation
Scripture — Philippians 2:12: Since you have always obeyed, not only when I was there with you but even more now when I am absent, work out your salvation with fear and trembling.
Romans 3:26: So that his righteousness might be revealed at this time, and people might know that he himself is righteous and also justifies those who believe in Jesus.

1 Peter 2:2: Desire the pure spiritual milk as newborn babies desire milk, so that by it you may grow toward salvation.

Hebrews 9:28: In the same way, Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. In the future he will appear a second time to those who wait for him, apart from sin, to save them.

Title: Work Out Your Salvation
Theme: Three things those who desire the salvation of their souls must do.
Introduction: [Blank in the source.]
Outline
I. Be justified by faith
Romans 3:26: So that people might know that he himself is righteous and also justifies those who believe in Jesus.
1. It is by God’s grace.
Romans 3:24: Now, through God’s grace and the redemption in Christ Jesus, they are freely justified.

2. Become a blessed person.
John 20:29: Jesus said to him, “You believe because you have seen me. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.”

3. Be willing to listen to and obey the Holy Spirit.
1 Corinthians 12:3 [reference as printed]: Jesus said to him, “You believe because you have seen me. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.”

II. Grow toward salvation
1 Peter 2:2: As newborn babies desire milk, so that by it you may grow toward salvation.
1. Become holy.
2 Thessalonians 2:13: So that through believing the true word and being made holy by the working of the Holy Spirit, you may be saved.

2. It is God’s will.
1 Thessalonians 4:3: God’s will is for you to become holy and keep far from sexual immorality.

3. Keep God’s word in your heart.
1 John 2:4: If someone says, “I know him,” but does not keep his commandments, that person is a liar, and the truth is not in his heart.

III. Wait for the Lord’s return
Hebrews 9:28: Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. In the future he will appear a second time to those who wait for him, apart from sin, to save them.
1. Wait for the glorious Lord.
Titus 2:13: Waiting for the hoped-for blessing and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ (or, “God—our Savior Jesus Christ”).

2. Be able to receive God’s protection.
1 Peter 1:5: You who are protected by God’s power through faith will receive the salvation that has been prepared and will be revealed in the last time.

3. Be willing to endure to the end.
Matthew 24:13: Only those who endure to the end will be saved.

Reading 14
Have Living Faith
Scripture — James 2:26: Just as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead.
Acts 16:32: They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to everyone in his household.

John 11:27: Martha said, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who is to come into the world.”

John 15:10: If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love.

Title: Have Living Faith
Theme: Three marks of living faith.
Introduction: [Blank in the source.]
Outline
I. Believe and obey true love [wording as printed]
Acts 16:32: Let people hear the Lord’s word.
1. Have the joy of believing in God.
Acts 16:34: Then the jailer brought them up into his home and set a meal before them. He and his whole household were very joyful because they had believed in God.

2. The Lord’s words are spirit.
John 6:63: It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is of no benefit. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and life.

3. Have an apostle’s attestation.
1 Corinthians 9:2: Even if I am not an apostle to others, I certainly am to you, because you in the Lord are the seal of my apostleship.

II. Be willing to trust God
John 11:27: “I believe that you are the Christ.”
1. Carry out God’s instructions.
John 11:44: The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped in cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him and let him go!”

2. For God is the great God.
Psalm 95:3: For the LORD is a great God and a great King above all gods.

3. Be willing to carry out the Lord’s instructions.
John 2:5: His mother said to the servants, “Whatever he tells you, do it.”

III. Receive God’s love through faith
John 15:10: Those who obey the commands remain in the Lord’s love.
1. Be in the Lord because of love.
Romans 8:39 [reference as printed]: His mother said to the servants, “Whatever he tells you, do it.”

2. Only then carry out the Lord’s commands.
John 14:15: If you love me, you will keep my commands.

3. Be baptized into Christ.
Galatians 3:27: All of you who were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

Reading 15
Have Spiritual Wisdom
Scripture — 2 Kings 5:14: So Naaman went down and washed in the Jordan seven times according to the word of the man of God. His flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.
1 Kings 17:15: The woman acted according to Elijah’s words. She, her household and Elijah ate for many days.

Joshua 2:4: The woman hid the two men and answered, “Those men did indeed come here to me, but I do not know where they came from.”

Acts 16:10: After Paul had seen this vision, we immediately sought to go to Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to the people there.

Title: Have Spiritual Wisdom
Theme: Three things a wise person ought to do.
Introduction: [Blank in the source.]
Outline
I. Be willing to follow the prophet’s instructions
1 Kings 17:15: The woman acted according to the prophet Elijah’s words.
1. The true God is the source of all things.
Genesis 1:1: In the beginning, God created heaven and earth.

2. Those who obey God lack nothing.
Psalm 23:1: The LORD is my shepherd; I will lack nothing.

3. Keep believing in the true God.
John 3:16: God loved the people of the world so much that he gave them his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish, but receive eternal life.

II. Protect the spies God sent
Joshua 2:4: “I do not know where they came from.”
1. Be of one heart with God’s faithful servants.
Joshua 2:21: The woman said, “Let it be done as you say!” She sent them away and tied the scarlet cord in the window.

2. Only those who obey God can bear fruit.
Acts 16:34: Then the jailer brought them up to his home and set a meal before them. He and his whole household were very joyful because they had believed in God.

3. Pray for God’s servants every day.
III. Immediately carry out God’s will
Acts 16:10: “Immediately sought to go to Macedonia.”
1. Value the salvation of souls.
Luke 15:18: I will get up, go to my father and say to him, “Father! I have sinned against heaven and against you.”

2. Only then can you live out the new life.
Luke 15:24: “For this son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was lost and has been found.” They began to rejoice.

3. Be willing to be the Lord’s slave.
Romans 1:1: Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle and specially appointed to preach God’s gospel.

Reading 16
Have the Factors That Lead to Success
Scripture — Jonah 3:10: God examined their conduct and saw that they had left their evil ways. He relented and did not bring upon them the calamity he had said he would.
Psalm 139:3: You examine me closely when I walk and when I lie down; you also know deeply everything I do.

Genesis 18:14: “Is there anything too difficult for the LORD to accomplish? At the appointed time, this time next year, I will certainly return to you, and Sarah will certainly bear a son.”

Hosea 5:9: In the day of punishment, Ephraim will certainly become a wasteland. Among the tribes of Israel, I have made known what will certainly happen in the future.

Title: Have the Factors That Lead to Success
Theme: Three factors required of those who want to succeed.
Introduction: [Blank in the source.]
Outline
I. Know that human plans cannot match God’s plans
Psalm 139:3: You examine me closely when I walk and when I lie down; you also know deeply everything I do.
1. Jesus knows people’s thoughts.
Matthew 9:4: Jesus knew what was in their hearts and said, “Why do you harbor evil thoughts in your hearts?”

2. God’s thoughts are higher and deeper.
Isaiah 55:9: As heaven is higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than your ways, and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.

3. Carry out God’s teachings.
Proverbs 8:33: Listen to instruction and gain wisdom; do not reject it.

II. Believe that nothing is too difficult for God
Genesis 18:14: “Is there anything too difficult for the LORD to accomplish? At the appointed time, this time next year, I will certainly return to you, and Sarah will certainly bear a son.”
1. God wants people to have true faith.
Genesis 15:6: Abram believed the LORD, and the LORD counted this as his righteousness.

2. Only then will miracles follow.
Mark 16:17: Miracles will certainly follow those who believe: in my name they will cast out demons and speak in new tongues.

3. It must be in the Lord’s holy name.
Mark 16:18: They will be able to pick up snakes with their hands. If they drink anything poisonous, they will certainly not be harmed. They will lay their hands on the sick, and the sick will certainly recover.

III. Be willing to choose to believe and obey the true word
Hosea 5:9: In the day of punishment, Ephraim will certainly become a wasteland. Among the tribes of Israel, I have made known what will certainly happen in the future.
1. Have an attitude of reverence toward God.
Daniel 6:10: Daniel knew that the decree had been sealed with the royal seal. He went to his own home (his upstairs windows opened toward Jerusalem), and three times a day knelt on both knees before his God, praying and giving thanks just as he always had.

2. Those who believe and obey God will certainly succeed.
Daniel 6:28: Thus Daniel greatly prospered during the reign of King Darius and during the reign of Cyrus king of Persia.

3. Those receiving grace must be innocent.
Daniel 6:22: “My God sent an angel and shut the lions’ mouths so that the lions did not harm me, because I was innocent before God, and I had also done nothing harmful before the king.”

Reading 17
Keep Your Name in the Book of Life
Scripture — Exodus 32:33: The LORD said to Moses, “Whoever sins against me, I will erase that person’s name from my book.”
Philippians 4:3: I also ask you, my true yokefellow, to help these two women, because they have labored with me in the gospel, together with Clement and my other fellow workers, whose names are all in the book of life.

1 John 2:14: Fathers, I have written to you because you know the one who was from the beginning. Young people, I have written to you because you are strong, God’s word always remains in your hearts, and you have also overcome the evil one.

Matthew 7:23: Then I will tell them plainly, “I have never known you. You evildoers, leave me!”

Title: Keep Your Name in the Book of Life
Theme: Three things those who wish to keep their names there must do.
Introduction: Seeking to receive eternal life is the Lord’s reminder to believers (John 3:16).
Outline
I. Work alongside the Lord’s servants
Philippians 4:3: I also ask you, my true yokefellow, to help these two women, because they have labored with me in the gospel, together with Clement and my other fellow workers, whose names are all in the book of life.
1. Share the life of being born again.
1 John 5:4: For everyone born of God overcomes the world; what has enabled us to overcome the world is our faith.

2. For the Holy Spirit is greater than demons.
1 John 4:4: Little children, you belong to God and have overcome them, because the one within you is greater than the one in the world.

3. Dare to command a demon to leave.
Acts 16:18: She kept shouting like this for many days. Paul became annoyed, turned and said to the demon, “In the name of Jesus Christ, I command you to come out of her!” The demon came out immediately.

II. Keep God’s word always in your heart
1 John 2:14: Fathers, I have written to you because you know the one who was from the beginning. Young people, I have written to you because you are strong, God’s word always remains in your hearts, and you have also overcome the evil one.
1. Those who have the word in their hearts can overcome demons.
1 John 2:14: Fathers, I have written to you because you know the one who was from the beginning. Young people, I have written to you because you are strong, God’s word always remains in your hearts, and you have also overcome the evil one.

2. For the Lord’s words are spirit.
John 6:63: It is the spirit that gives people life; the flesh is of no benefit. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and life.

3. Rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven.
Luke 10:20: Yet do not rejoice because demons submit to you; rejoice because your names are recorded in heaven.

III. Truly know Christ
Matthew 7:23: Then I will tell them plainly, “I have never known you. You evildoers, leave me!”
1. The Lord will erase sinners’ names.
Exodus 32:33: The LORD said to Moses, “Whoever sins against me, I will erase that person’s name from my book.”

2. Sinners may not enter the heavenly city.
Revelation 21:27: Nothing unclean, nor anyone who does detestable and deceitful things, may ever enter that city. Only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life may enter.

3. Do not alter the revelation of Scripture.
Revelation 22:19 [reference as printed]: Nothing unclean, nor anyone who does detestable and deceitful things, may ever enter that city. Only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life may enter.

Reading 18
Be a True Servant of Christ
Scripture — Romans 1:1: Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle and specially appointed to preach God’s gospel.
Galatians 1:10: Am I trying to please people? If I were still pleasing people, I would not be Christ’s servant.

Galatians 1:8: If anyone preaches a gospel to you that differs from what we preached to you, that person should be cursed.

2 Corinthians 5:9: Whether we dwell within the body or depart from it, we have resolved to please the Lord.

Philippians 2:8: Having taken human form, he humbled himself and set his heart on obedience, even to death—and death on a cross.

Title: Be a True Servant of Christ
Theme: Three qualifications a true servant must have.
Introduction: [Blank in the source.]
Outline
I. Proclaim the pure good news
Galatians 1:8
1. Proclaim the original meaning of the good news.
Galatians 1:7: That is not the gospel; it is only that some people are troubling you and want to alter Christ’s gospel.

2. Only then can you be recognized by the Lord.
Matthew 7:22–23: On that day many people will certainly say to me, “Lord, Lord, did we not preach in your name, cast out demons in your name, and perform many mighty works in your name?” Then I will tell them plainly, “I have never known you. You evildoers, leave me!”

3. Have the Holy Spirit dwelling in your heart.
2 Timothy 1:14: Through the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, firmly guard the good teaching entrusted to you before.

II. Be able to please the Lord
2 Corinthians 5:9
1. Resolve to please the Lord.
2 Corinthians 5:9: Therefore, whether we dwell within the body or depart from it, we have resolved to please the Lord.

2. Only then will you receive a good reward in the future.
2 Corinthians 5:10: For we must all appear before Christ’s judgment seat, so that each person may receive recompense for what that person has done in the body, whether good or evil.

3. Bring many people to believe and obey the true word.
Romans 1:5: From him we received grace and the office of apostle, to bring people among all nations to believe and obey the true word for his name’s sake.

III. Gladly obey God completely
Philippians 2:8: Having taken human form, he humbled himself and set his heart on obedience, even to death—and death on a cross.
1. Have the mind of Jesus as your mind.
Philippians 2:5: You should have the mind of Christ Jesus as your mind.

2. Receive the Holy Spirit God gives.
Acts 5:32: We bear witness to this; the Holy Spirit, whom God gives to those who obey, also bears witness to this.

3. Be willing to be Christ’s servant.
Romans 1:1: Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle and specially appointed to preach God’s gospel.

Reading 19
Have a Heart That Believes and Obeys God
Scripture — Acts 5:32: The Holy Spirit, whom God gives to those who obey, also bears witness to this.
1 Kings 17:12: She said, “As the living LORD your God lives, I swear that I have no bread. There is only a handful of flour in the jar and a little oil in the bottle. I am now gathering two sticks, and will go home and make bread for myself and my son. We will eat it, and if we die, so be it!”

Acts 19:5: When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

1 Kings 17:15: The woman acted according to Elijah’s words. She, her household and Elijah ate for many days.

Title: Have a Heart That Believes and Obeys God
Theme: Three things those who believe and obey God will do.
Introduction: [Blank in the source.]
Outline
I. Be honest with God
1 Kings 17:12: She said, “As the living LORD your God lives, I swear that I have no bread.”
1. Be close to God.
Psalm 145:18: The LORD is near to all who call upon him, to those who call upon him sincerely.

2. The honest receive blessings.
Proverbs 28:20: An honest person will certainly receive many blessings; those eager to get rich quickly will not escape punishment.

3. Harbor no deceit.
Psalm 24:4: The one whose hands are clean and heart is pure, who does not turn toward falsehood or swear with deceit.

II. Receive the Holy Spirit
Acts 19:6: Paul laid his hands on their heads, and the Holy Spirit came upon them.
1. Have the Holy Spirit in your heart.
Acts 2:38: Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given.”

2. Only then do you belong to Christ.
Romans 8:9: If God’s Spirit dwells in your hearts, you no longer belong to the flesh, but to the Holy Spirit. If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, that person does not belong to Christ.

3. Obey the true word.
Acts 2:41: Those who received his word were baptized. On that day about three thousand disciples were added.

III. Put God’s word into practice
1 Kings 17:15: The woman acted according to Elijah’s words.
1. Truly fear God.
Genesis 22:12: “Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”

2. Receive God’s blessing.
Genesis 26:12: Isaac sowed in that land and reaped a hundredfold that year. The LORD blessed him.

3. Accept advice.
2 Kings 5:14: So Naaman went down and washed in the Jordan seven times according to the word of the man of God. His flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

Reading 20
Carry Out the Lord’s Great Commission
Scripture — Matthew 28:19–20: Therefore go and make all nations my disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20. Teach them to observe everything I have commanded you, and I will always be with you, until the end of the world.
Title: Carry Out the Lord’s Great Commission
Theme: Three things those carrying out the Great Commission must know.
Outline
I. Make people disciples of the Lord
Verse 19: “Make all nations my disciples.”
1. Receive the Lord’s authentic teaching.
Galatians 1:6: I am amazed that you have so quickly left the one who called you through Christ’s grace and followed a different gospel.

2. Only then does it accord with the Lord’s command.
Matthew 28:19: Go and make all nations my disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

3. Be baptized in the Lord’s name.
Acts 19:5: When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

II. Be able to have the Lord’s presence
Verse 20: “I will always be with you.”
1. Obey the Lord’s leading.
Acts 10:23: Peter invited them in to stay the night. The next day he got up and went with them, and several brothers from Joppa also went with him.

2. Receive God’s protection.
Mark 16:17: Miracles will certainly follow those who believe: in my name they will cast out demons and speak in new tongues.

3. Be willing to lead people to believe in the Lord.
Acts 16:32: They spoke the Lord’s word to him and to everyone in his household.

III. Proclaim good news as you go
Verse 19: “When you go.” Matthew 10:7: “Proclaim as you go.”
Matthew 28:19
1. Follow the Holy Spirit’s leading.
Acts 8:27: Philip arose and went. Unexpectedly, there was an Ethiopian (that is, a Cushite; see Isaiah 18:1), a eunuch of great authority who was in charge of the treasury under Candace, queen of Ethiopia. He had gone to Jerusalem to worship.

2. See results in preaching.
Acts 2:41: Those who received his word were baptized. On that day about three thousand disciples were added.

3. Know the content of the true word.
Luke 2:17: Having seen this, they spread what the angel had said about this child.

Reading 21
God Sets Time Limits to Ensure Quality
Scripture — Deuteronomy 8:2: Remember how the LORD your God led you in the wilderness these forty years, to discipline you through hardship and test you, to know what was in your heart and whether or not you were willing to keep his commandments.
Joshua 14:13: Then Joshua blessed Caleb son of Jephunneh and gave him Hebron as his inheritance.

Romans 6:23: For the wages of sin is death, but God’s gift, in Christ Jesus our Lord, is eternal life.

Romans 8:37: Yet through the Lord who loves us, in all these things we have already more than overcome.

Title: God Sets Time Limits to Ensure Quality
Theme: Accept God’s good arrangements.
Outline
I. Human life has a time limit
Joshua 14:13
1. It is difficult to live beyond eighty.
Psalm 90:10: The years of our lives are seventy, or eighty if we are strong. Yet what we boast of in them is only labor and sorrow; in a moment it is gone, and we fly away.

2. The righteous receive the Lord’s support.
Psalm 37:17: For the arms of the wicked will certainly be broken, but the LORD supports the righteous.

3. Those who do good can dwell in peace.
Psalm 37:27: Turn away from evil and do good, and you can dwell in peace forever.

II. Only in the Lord is there eternal life
Romans 6:23
1. Those who practice righteousness may seek life.
Romans 5:21: Just as sin reigned and caused people to die, so grace also reigns through righteousness, bringing people eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

2. Eternal life is in the Lord.
1 John 5:11: This testimony is that God has given us eternal life, and this eternal life is in his Son.

3. Have a faith that does not stop.
John 3:16: God loved the people of the world so much that he gave them his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish, but receive eternal life.

III. Only by relying on the Lord can one be saved
Romans 8:37
1. Those who overcome can be saved.
Revelation 21:7: Whoever overcomes will certainly inherit these things: I will be that person’s God, and that person will be my son.

2. Be able to keep your name in the book of life.
Revelation 3:5: Whoever overcomes will be clothed in white like this. I will certainly not erase that person’s name from the book of life, and I will acknowledge that name before my Father and all my Father’s angels.

3. Listen to the Holy Spirit’s words.
Revelation 3:22: Whoever has ears should listen to what the Holy Spirit says to the churches!

Reading 22
Become a New Creation
Scripture — Galatians 6:15–16: Whether one is circumcised or uncircumcised is unimportant; what matters is being a new creation. 16. May peace and mercy be added to all who act according to this principle, and to God’s people Israel.
Acts 2:41: Those who received his word were baptized. On that day about three thousand disciples were added.

Acts 11:24: This Barnabas was a good man, filled with the Holy Spirit and great faith. As a result, many people turned and submitted to the Lord.

Acts 19:12: People even took handkerchiefs or aprons from Paul’s body and placed them on the sick; the illnesses departed, and evil demons also went out.

Title: Become a New Creation
Theme: The three stages of spiritual growth through which a new creation must pass.
Introduction: Only then can one receive the peace and mercy God gives.
Galatians 6:16: May peace and mercy be added to all who act according to this principle, and to God’s people Israel.

Outline
I. Be baptized into Christ
Acts 2:41
1. Enter a new covenant with the Lord.
Romans 11:27: It also says, “This is the covenant I will make with them when I take away their sins.”

2. Become God’s people.
Hebrews 8:10: The Lord also says, “After those days, this is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel: I will put my laws within them and write them on their hearts; I will be their God, and they will be my people.”

3. Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2:38: Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given.”

II. Lead many people to the Lord
Acts 11:24
1. This is the Lord’s commission.
Matthew 28:19: Therefore go and make all nations my disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit (or: baptizing them into the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit).

2. Be able to have the Lord’s presence.
Matthew 28:20: Teach them to observe everything I have commanded you, and I will always be with you, until the end of the world.

3. Be filled with the Holy Spirit.
Acts 11:24: This Barnabas was a good man, filled with the Holy Spirit and great faith. As a result, many people turned and submitted to the Lord.

III. Be able to cast out demons and heal the sick
Acts 19:12
1. Rely on the Holy Spirit’s power.
1 John 4:4: Little children, you have overcome them, because the one within you is greater than the one in the world.

2. The Holy Spirit is greater than demons.
1 John 4:4: Little children, the one within you is greater than the one in the world.

3. Have God’s word in your heart.
1 John 2:14: Fathers, I have written to you because you know the one who was from the beginning. Young people, I have written to you because you are strong, God’s word always remains in your hearts, and you have also overcome the evil one.

Reading 23
Be a Good Messenger of God
Scripture — 1 Samuel 29:9: Achish said, “I know that in my eyes you are a good person, like a messenger of God.”
Galatians 1:11–12: Brothers, I tell you that the gospel I have always preached was not received from people, nor was I taught it by people, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.

2 Kings 18:3 [reference as printed]: Brothers, I tell you that the gospel I have always preached did not originate in human intent.

2 Corinthians 8:2: When they underwent a great trial in affliction, they still had abundant joy; amid extreme poverty, they showed exceptional generosity in their willing gifts.

Title: Be a Good Messenger of God
Theme: Three good qualities that a good messenger of God must have.
Introduction
1. The Lord’s servants must carry out the Lord’s Great Commission.
Matthew 28:19–20: Therefore go and make all nations my disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach them to observe everything I have commanded you, and I will always be with you, until the end of this world.

2. Only those who have new life can lead people to the Lord.
John 12:11: Because of Lazarus, many Jews went back and believed in Jesus.

Outline
I. Proclaim a pure message
Galatians 1:12: “The good news I preach … came through the revelation of Christ.”
1. Keep an upright heart.
Psalm 7:8: The LORD judges the peoples. LORD, please judge me according to my righteousness and the integrity of my heart.

2. Have a share in the true word.
Acts 8:21: You have no part or share in this word, because your heart is not right before God.

3. Bow before the truth.
Acts 19:5–6: When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6. Paul laid his hands on their heads, and the Holy Spirit came upon them; they spoke in tongues and prophesied (or: preached).

II. Do what is right in God’s eyes
2 Kings 18:3: “Hezekiah did what was right in the LORD’s eyes.”
1. Do your utmost to do what is right.
2 Chronicles 31:21: In everything he did, whether attending to God’s temple, following the law and keeping the commandments, or seeking his God, he acted wholeheartedly, and everything prospered.

2. Have God’s presence.
2 Kings 18:7: The LORD was with him, and wherever he went, everything prospered. He rebelled against the king of Assyria and refused to serve him.

3. Have a thankful heart.
Isaiah 38:20: The LORD is willing to save me; therefore, all our lives we will sing my songs with stringed instruments in the house of the LORD.

III. Give gladly in extreme poverty
2 Corinthians 8:2: “The believers in Macedonia … showed the generosity of their willing gifts.”
1. God loves those who give gladly.
2 Corinthians 9:7: Each person should give as decided in the heart, without distress or compulsion, for God loves those who give willingly.

2. Have enough in all things.
2 Corinthians 9:8: God can give you every kind of grace abundantly, so that you may always have enough in all things and do many good deeds of every kind.

3. First offer yourself.
2 Corinthians 8:5: What they did was not merely what we had hoped; according to God’s will, they first gave themselves to the Lord and then committed themselves to us.

Reading 24
Learn from the Lord’s Example
Scripture — Matthew 11:29: I am gentle and humble in heart. Take my yoke and learn from my example; then your hearts will certainly find rest.
Luke 9:11: But the crowds learned of it and followed him. Jesus welcomed them, spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who needed healing.

Luke 19:9: Jesus said, “Today salvation has come to this household, because he too is a descendant of Abraham.”

Matthew 6:33: First seek his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.

Title: Learn from the Lord’s Example
Theme: Three good examples of the Lord that his disciples should learn.
John 13:15: I have set you an example, so that you may do as I have done to you.

Outline
I. Welcome the people God sends
Luke 9:11: “Jesus welcomed them.”
1. Accept the two disciples introduced by John the Baptist as disciples.
John 1:39: Jesus said, “Come and see.” They went and saw where he was staying and stayed with him that day. It was about four in the afternoon.

2. Only with good disciples can there be a church of high quality.
Matthew 16:18: I also tell you, you are Peter, and I will build my church on this rock. The powers of Hades (the original word for “powers” is “gates”) cannot overcome it.

3. Good disciples will accept God’s enlightenment.
Acts 16:14: A woman named Lydia, a seller of purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, had long worshiped God. She heard, and the Lord opened her heart so that she paid attention to what Paul said.

II. Value the salvation of souls
Luke 19:9: “Jesus said, ‘Today salvation has come to this household.’”
1. The Lord desires everyone to receive salvation.
John 17:12: While I was with them, I kept them in the name you gave me, and I also guarded them. None of them perished except the son of destruction, so that the words of Scripture might be fulfilled.

2. This is the heavenly Father’s will.
John 6:39: The will of the one who sent me is that I should lose none of those he has given me, but raise them from the dead on the last day.

3. Be willing to practice the teachings of Scripture.
Acts 2:38: Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given.”

III. First seek God’s kingdom and righteousness
Matthew 6:33: “First seek his kingdom and his righteousness.”
1. Have a high spiritual intelligence.
Luke 12:31: Only seek his kingdom, and these things will certainly be added to you.

2. Only then is there eternal value.
Matthew 6:20: Only store up treasures in heaven, where no insects consume them and nothing rusts, and where no thieves dig through and steal.

3. Know to ask God for wisdom.
1 Kings 3:12–13: I will grant what you have asked and give you understanding and wisdom, so that no one before you has been like you, and no one after you will be like you. 13. I will also give you what you did not ask for: riches and honor, so that among kings none will compare with you throughout your lifetime.

Reading 25
Become Someone God Can Use
Scripture — Genesis 32:28: “Your name must no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have wrestled with God and with people and have prevailed.”
Colossians 3:23: Whatever you do, do it from the heart, as for the Lord, not for people.

Genesis 32:30: Jacob named that place Peniel [meaning “the face of God”], saying, “I have seen God face to face, yet my life has been preserved.”

Acts 11:24: This Barnabas was a good man, filled with the Holy Spirit and great faith. As a result, many people turned and submitted to the Lord.

Title: Become Someone God Can Use
Theme: Three expressions of new life required of those God can use.
Introduction: God values a person’s heart.
1 Samuel 16:7: But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or his tall stature; I have not chosen him. For the LORD does not look at people as people do: people look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”

Outline
I. Give priority to the Lord
Colossians 3:23: “As for the Lord.”
1. Keep the true word you believe.
2 Timothy 4:7–8: I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course I ought to run, and I have kept the faith. 8. From now on, the crown of righteousness is stored up for me, which the Lord who judges righteously will give me on that day—not only to me, but also to all who long for his appearing.

2. Be able to receive a heavenly reward.
Ephesians 6:8: For you know that each person, whether slave or free, will certainly receive the Lord’s reward according to the good deeds that person has done.

3. Withstand the Lord’s testing.
2 Timothy 4:11: Only Luke is here with me. When you come, bring Mark with you, because he is useful to me in preaching (or: serving me).

II. Have your life preserved by God
Genesis 32:30: “My life has still been preserved.”
1. Your sins can receive the Lord’s forgiveness.
Luke 15:22: But the father instructed the servants, “Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and shoes on his feet.”

2. Be able to receive eternal life in the Lord.
Romans 6:23: For the wages of sin is death, but God’s gift, in Christ Jesus our Lord, is eternal life.

3. Be willing to confess your own sin sincerely.
Psalm 32:5: I made my sin known to you and did not hide my evil. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave my sin and evil.

III. Be able to lead many people to submit to the Lord
Acts 11:24: “As a result, many people turned and submitted to the Lord.”
1. Lead people to confess sin and be baptized.
Acts 2:41: Those who received his word were baptized. On that day about three thousand disciples were added.

2. This is the purpose of the Lord’s coming into the world.
John 10:10: The thief comes only to steal, kill and destroy. I came so that the sheep (or: people) may have life, and have it more abundantly.

3. You must advance God’s word.
Acts 6:7: God’s word flourished; the number of disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly, and many priests also believed and obeyed this word.

Reading 26
Strive to Enter the Kingdom of Heaven
Scripture: Matthew 11:12; Luke 5:5–7; Matthew 28:19–20; John 7:37.
Title: Strive to Enter the Kingdom of Heaven
Theme: Three things those striving to enter the kingdom of heaven must do.
Introduction: Those entering the kingdom of heaven need the Lord’s protection.
Outline
I. Do your utmost
Luke 5:5: “In obedience to your word.”
1. Make a resolution before God.
Joshua 24:15
2. The Lord’s requirement.
Matthew 7:21
3. Understand Scripture.
Luke 24:27
II. Meet God’s requirements
Matthew 28:19–20: “Therefore go.”
1. Receive the Holy Spirit.
Acts 19:6
2. Be able to belong to Christ.
Romans 8:9
3. Believe and obey the true word.
Galatians 3:14
III. Desire eternal life
John 7:37: “If anyone is thirsty, let that person come to me and drink.”
1. Resolve to follow the Lord.
John 6:68
2. Only then is there life.
1 John 5:12
3. Keep believing.
Reading 27
Strive to Enter the Kingdom of Heaven
Scripture — Matthew 11:12: From the time of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven is entered by striving, and those who strive obtain it.
Luke 5:5–7 [printed range]: Simon said, “Master, we have worked all night and caught nothing. But in obedience to your word, I will let down the nets.”

Matthew 28:19–20: Therefore go and make all nations my disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20. Teach them to observe everything I have commanded you, and I will always be with you, until the end of the world.

John 7:37: On the last and greatest day of the feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, let that person come to me and drink.”

Title: Strive to Enter the Kingdom of Heaven
Theme: Three things those entering the kingdom of heaven must do.
Introduction: Those entering the kingdom of heaven must have the Lord’s protection.
Outline
I. Do your utmost
Luke 5:5: “But in obedience to your word, I will let down the nets.”
1. Make a resolution before God.
Joshua 24:15: As for me and my household, we will certainly serve the LORD.

2. The Lord’s requirement.
Matthew 7:21: Not everyone who calls me “Lord, Lord” can enter the kingdom of heaven; only those who do the will of my Father in heaven can enter.

3. Understand Scripture.
Luke 24:27: Then, beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he clearly explained to them everything in Scripture that referred to himself.

II. Meet God’s requirements
Matthew 28:19–20: “Therefore go.”
1. Receive the Holy Spirit.
Acts 19:6: Paul laid his hands on their heads, and the Holy Spirit came upon them.

2. Be able to belong to Christ.
Romans 8:9: If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, that person does not belong to Christ.

3. Believe and obey the true word.
Galatians 3:14: This enables Abraham’s blessing to come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that through faith we may receive the promised Holy Spirit.

III. Desire eternal life
John 7:37: “If anyone is thirsty, let that person come to me and drink.”
1. Resolve to follow the Lord.
John 6:68: Simon Peter answered, “Lord, you have the words of eternal life; to whom else can we turn and follow?”

2. Only then is there life.
1 John 5:12: Whoever has God’s Son has life; whoever does not have God’s Son does not have life.

3. Keep believing in the Lord.
John 3:16: God loved the people of the world so much that he gave them his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish, but receive eternal life.

Reading 28
Receive the Holy Spirit as a Gift
Scripture — Acts 2:38: Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given.”
Acts 16:14: A woman named Lydia, a seller of purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, had long worshiped God. She heard, and the Lord opened her heart so that she paid attention to what Paul said.

Romans 5:5: Hope does not bring shame, because the Holy Spirit given to us has poured God’s love into our hearts.

Galatians 3:27: All of you who were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

Title: Receive the Holy Spirit as a Gift
Theme: Meet God’s three requirements.
Introduction: Those who obey God receive the Holy Spirit.
Acts 5:32: We bear witness to this; the Holy Spirit, whom God gives to those who obey, also bears witness to this.

Outline
I. Accept God’s enlightenment
Acts 16:14: “The Lord opened his heart.”
1. Obey the leading of God’s servants.
Acts 16:15: After she and her household were baptized, she urged us, “If you consider me a true believer in the Lord (or: if you consider me faithful in serving the Lord), come and stay at my house.” And she pressed us to stay.

2. Know to put God’s will first.
Acts 10:47: Then Peter said, “These people have received the Holy Spirit just as we have. Who can forbid baptizing them with water?”

3. For one obeys God rather than people.
Acts 4:19: Peter and John said, “Judge for yourselves whether it is reasonable before God to obey you and not obey God!”

II. Obey the Holy Spirit’s prompting
Romans 5:5: “The Holy Spirit has poured God’s love into our hearts.”
1. Be willing to take risks for others.
Acts 9:27: Only Barnabas welcomed him and led him to the apostles. He related how he had seen the Lord on the road, how the Lord had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly in Jesus’ name in Damascus.

2. Only those who have God’s Spirit have love.
Romans 5:5: Hope does not bring shame, because the Holy Spirit given to us has poured God’s love into our hearts.

3. Receive the Holy Spirit’s anointing.
1 Samuel 16:13: Samuel used the anointing oil in the horn to anoint him among his brothers. From that day on, the LORD’s Spirit moved David powerfully. Samuel arose and returned to Ramah.

III. Be baptized into Christ
Galatians 3:27: “All of you who were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”
1. Receive the laying on of hands from a true apostle.
Acts 9:17 [reference as printed]: Samuel used the anointing oil in the horn to anoint him among his brothers. From that day on, the LORD’s Spirit moved David powerfully. Samuel arose and returned to Ramah.

2. Only then can you enter God’s kingdom.
John 3:5: Jesus said, “Truly, truly I tell you, unless a person is born of water and the Holy Spirit, that person cannot enter God’s kingdom.”

3. Hold a firm faith.
Hebrews 3:14: If we hold firmly to our initial sure faith to the end, we have a share in Christ.

Reading 29
Proclaim the Pure Good News
Scripture — Luke 2:10–11 [printed range]: The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! I bring you news of great joy that concerns all people.”
Luke 2:11: For today in the city of David a Savior has been born for you, who is Christ the Lord.

Title: Proclaim the Pure Good News
Theme: Three characteristics of the good news.
Introduction: The purity of faith depends on whether the “Word” being preached is the true “God.”
John 1:1: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

Outline
I. Proclaim the revelation of Scripture
1. So that people can be set right.
2 Timothy 3:16: All Scripture is inspired by God (or: every Scripture inspired by God) and is beneficial for teaching, rebuking, setting people right, and instructing people to learn righteousness.

2. Cause disciples to increase.
Acts 6:7: God’s word flourished; the number of disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly, and many priests also believed and obeyed this word.

3. Fulfill an apostle’s responsibility.
Acts 19:6: Paul laid his hands on their heads, and the Holy Spirit came upon them; they spoke in tongues and prophesied (or: preached).

II. Proclaim the purpose of Christmas
1. To save sinners.
1 Timothy 1:15: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. This saying is trustworthy and worthy of full acceptance. Among sinners, I am the chief.

2. Enable believers to receive eternal life.
John 3:16: God loved the people of the world so much that he gave them his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish, but receive eternal life.

3. Persevere in following the Savior.
John 10:27–28 [printed range]: My sheep hear my voice, I know them, and they follow me.

John 10:28: I also give them eternal life; they will never perish, and no one can snatch them from my hand.

III. Proclaim the necessity of repentance
1. Enable sinners to receive mercy.
Mark 1:4: In accordance with this word, John came, baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

2. Only then can you receive the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2:38 [reference as printed]: In accordance with this word, John came, baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

3. Meet the qualifications for baptism.
Acts 19:5: When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Reading 30
Have Abundant New Life
Scripture — John 10:10: I came so that the sheep (or: people) may have life, and have it more abundantly.
John 4:24: God is a spirit (or: God is spirit), so those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.

Psalm 116:13: I will lift the cup of salvation and praise the name of the LORD.

Genesis 22:10: Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to kill his son.

Title: Have Abundant New Life
Theme: Three marks that those born again will have.
Introduction: You must have the Holy Spirit as a guarantee.
2 Corinthians 5:5: The one who cultivates us for this is God, and he has also given us the Holy Spirit as a guarantee (the original word is “pledge”).

A. Believers have joy.
Acts 16:34: He and his whole household were very joyful because they had believed in God.

B. Only then can you receive eternal life.
Galatians 6:8: Whoever sows according to fleshly desire will certainly reap corruption from fleshly desire; whoever sows according to the Holy Spirit will certainly reap eternal life from the Holy Spirit.

C. You must obey God.
Acts 5:32: The Holy Spirit, whom God gives to those who obey, also bears witness to this.

Outline
I. Those who revere God must be sincere
John 4:24: “Must worship him in spirit and truth.”
1. Have no deceit in your heart.
John 1:47: Jesus saw Nathanael coming and said of him, “Look, this is a true Israelite; there is no deceit in his heart.”

2. Do not dare forget kindness and act ungratefully.
Luke 17:16: He also fell at Jesus’ feet and thanked him; this man was a Samaritan.

3. Be able to lead people to believe in Jesus.
John 12:11: Because of Lazarus, many Jews went back and believed in Jesus.

II. Those who receive grace give thanks
Psalm 116:13: “I will lift the cup of salvation and praise the name of the LORD.”
1. Enable many people to receive salvation.
Acts 11:24: This Barnabas was a good man, filled with the Holy Spirit and great faith. As a result, many people turned and submitted to the Lord.

2. Become a true Christian.
Acts 11:26: For a whole year they gathered with the church and taught many people. It was at Antioch that the disciples were first called Christians.

3. Be willing to do what is in God’s heart.
John 13:35 [reference as printed]: For a whole year they gathered with the church and taught many people. It was at Antioch that the disciples were first called Christians.

III. Be willing to believe and obey God sincerely
Genesis 22:10: “Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to kill his son.”
1. Withstand God’s testing.
2 Timothy 4:11: Only Luke is here with me. When you come, bring Mark with you, because he is useful to me in preaching (or: serving me).

2. This is the Savior’s requirement.
John 3:16: God loved the people of the world so much that he gave them his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish, but receive eternal life.

Because the Greek word for “believes” (Πιστευων) is in the present tense, it carries the meaning of “believing continually.”
3. Have the Holy Spirit’s power.
Acts 9:22: But Saul became increasingly powerful and refuted the Jews living in Damascus, proving that Jesus is the Christ.

Reading 31
Please the Heavenly Father
Scripture — Matthew 6:9–13: Pray like this: Our Father in heaven, may all people honor your name as holy. 10. May your kingdom come; may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 11. Give us today the food we need each day. 12. Forgive our debts, as we forgive the debts of others. 13. Do not let us encounter temptation; rescue us from evil (or: from the evil one). For the kingdom, the power and the glory are all yours, forever. Amen. Are all yours, forever. Amen.
Title: Please the Heavenly Father
Theme: Three things the heavenly Father wants his people to do.
Introduction: That we ought to please God is a teaching of Scripture.
Psalm 100:4: Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise. Thank him and bless his name!

Outline
I. Desire God’s kingdom to come
Verse 10: “May your kingdom come.”
1. Jesus came into the world as King.
Luke 1:33: He will reign as king over the house of Jacob forever, and his kingdom will have no end.

2. Enable people to enter the kingdom of heaven.
Philippians 3:20: But we are citizens of heaven, and we await the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, coming from heaven.

3. You must receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2:38: Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given.”

II. Desire God’s will to be done
Verse 10: “May your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”
1. Let the Lord dwell in your heart.
Hebrews 13:21: May he perfect you in every good work so that you may do his will, and through Jesus Christ work in your hearts what pleases him.

2. Have new spiritual life.
John 6:63: It is the spirit that gives people life; the flesh is of no benefit. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and life.

3. Be willing to put God’s word into practice.
Acts 9:6–8: “Get up! Go into the city, and someone will certainly tell you what you must do.” 7. His companions stood there unable to speak; they heard the voice but saw no one. 8. Saul got up from the ground and opened his eyes, but could see nothing. Someone took him by the hand and led him into Damascus.

III. Desire glory to belong to God
Verse 13: “For the kingdom, the power and the glory are all yours.”
1. Give glory to God.
1 Timothy 1:17: May honor and glory belong to the incorruptible, invisible, eternal King, the only God, forever and ever. Amen!

2. All glory belongs to God.
1 Peter 4:11: Whoever preaches must speak according to God’s holy words; whoever serves others must serve according to the strength God gives, so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. Glory and power are his, forever and ever. Amen!

3. God’s servants ought to glorify God.
Psalm 103:21: All his hosts, his servants who do what pleases him, bless the LORD!

Reading 32
Become Truly Righteous
Scripture — 1 John 3:7: Little children, do not be deceived by anyone. Only those who practice righteousness are righteous, just as the Lord is righteous.
Romans 1:17: This righteousness is from faith to faith. As Scripture records: the righteous will receive life by faith.

John 15:7: If you always remain in me and my words always remain in you, ask for whatever you desire, and it will be accomplished for you.

Title: Become Truly Righteous
Theme: Three things a truly righteous person will do.
Introduction
1. “Righteousness” (義) means placing “I” (我) beneath the Lord.
Genesis 7:1: The LORD said to Noah, “You and your whole household must enter the ark, because in this generation I have seen that you are righteous before me.”

2. God repays people according to their righteousness.
Psalm 18:20: The LORD repays me according to my righteousness and rewards me according to the cleanness of my hands.

3. The righteous will certainly fear God.
Acts 10:22: They said, “Cornelius the centurion is a righteous man who fears God and is praised by the whole Jewish nation. A holy angel instructed him to invite you to his home and listen to your words.”

Outline
I. Do deeds that are righteous in the Lord’s eyes
1 John 3:7: “Just as the Lord is righteous.”
1. Do not do unrighteous things.
Genesis 39:9: How could I do this great evil and sin against God?

2. God will certainly raise you up.
Genesis 41:38: Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find a person like this, with God’s Spirit within him?”

3. Submit to God’s will.
Genesis 22:12: “Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”

II. Be a believer who has been born again
Romans 1:17: “The righteous will receive life by faith.”
1. Already have the Holy Spirit in your heart.
Acts 9:27: Only Barnabas welcomed him and led him to the apostles. He related how he had seen the Lord on the road, how the Lord had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly in Jesus’ name in Damascus.

2. Only then can you enter God’s kingdom.
John 3:5: Jesus said, “Truly, truly I tell you, unless a person is born of water and the Holy Spirit, that person cannot enter God’s kingdom.”

3. Be willing to obey God sincerely.
Acts 5:32: We bear witness to this; the Holy Spirit, whom God gives to those who obey, also bears witness to this.

III. Become the Lord’s close confidant
John 15:7: “Ask, and it will be accomplished for you.”
1. Become one of the Lord’s own.
John 19:27: He also said to that disciple, “Look, your mother!” From then on, that disciple took her into his own home.

2. Be able to escape calamity.
Genesis 5:24: Enoch walked with God. God took him away, and he was no longer in the world.

3. Be willing to obey the Savior.
Luke 5:5–6: Simon said, “Master, we have worked all night and caught nothing. But in obedience to your word, I will let down the nets.” 6. They let down the nets and enclosed many fish, and the nets nearly broke.

Reading 33
Receiving God’s blessings.
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
Text:  2Co 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
Tittle: Receiving God’s blessings.
Theme: There are three blessings that God wants the believers to receive.
Importance: God’s thoughts are higher than our thoughts.
Isa. 55:9  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.
Ge. 32:26 And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let
thee go, except thou bless me.
Outlines:
Receiving the grace of the Lord Jesus    V. 14  “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ”
1。To be able to receive the eternal life
Ro. 5:21  that, as sin reigned in death, even so might grace reign through
righteousness unto eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
2。So that one may be qualified to become God’s  adopted son.
Ro. 8: 23 And not only so, but ourselves also, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit,
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for our adoption, to wit ,
the redemption of our body.
3。The eternal life seeker needs to follow the Lord Jesus
Mk. 10:21 And Jesus looking upon him loved him, and said unto him, One thing
thou lackest: go, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and
thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me.
Receiving the love of God
V.14 “the love of God”
1。Willing to pay price for others
Jn. 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life.
2。So that one may know God truly.
1Jn. 4:8  He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.
3。Keeping the Lord’s commandments.
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Keep the Lord’s Great Commission.
Jn. 15:10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have 
                       kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love.
Receiving the fellowship of the Holy Spirit .   V. 14  “and the fellowship of the HS”
1。Having an awakening soul
Lk. 15:17But when he came to himself he said, How many hired servants of my
father’s have bread enough and to spare, and I perish here with hunger!
2。So that one may be able to walk on the paths of righteousness.
Ps.23:3 He restoreth my soul: He guideth me in the paths of righteousness for his
name’s sake.
3。Having heard the words of God
Ac. 2:37  Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto
Peter and the rest of the apostles, Brethren, what shall we do?
Jn. 6:63  It is the spirit that giveth life; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I
have spoken unto you are spirit, and are life.
Reading 34
Win Others Through Virtue
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
2:6: And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.
Luke 2:7: And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.
Luke 2:21: And when eight days were accomplished for the
circumcising of the child, his name was called JESUS, which was
so named of the angel before he was conceived in the womb.
Luke 2:35: (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul
also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Luke 2:35 [reference as printed; Chinese passage]: Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, the child’s mother, “This child is appointed to cause many in Israel to fall and many to rise, and to become a subject of slander, so that the thoughts in many people’s hearts may be revealed. Your own heart will also be pierced by a sword.”

Title: Win Others Through Virtue
Theme: Three virtues of Mary.
Introduction: What matters most is being a new creation.
Galatians 6:15: Whether one is circumcised or uncircumcised is unimportant; what matters is being a new creation.

Outline
I. Live a simple life
Luke 2:7: “She gave birth to her firstborn son, wrapped him in cloth and placed him in a manger.”
1. Do not pursue luxury.
I Kings 17:13: And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: but
make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee
and for thy son.
2. Peace is most important.
Genesis 28:21: So that I come again to my father's house in peace; then shall the LORD
be my God:
3. Be a righteous person.
Psalms 72:7: In his days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace so long
as the moon endureth.
II. Do God’s will
Luke 2:21: “They named him Jesus.”
1. Become a member of the Lord’s family.
Matthew 12:50: For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the
same is my brother, and sister, and mother.
2. Receive peace from God.
Proverbs 3:1: My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments:
Proverbs 3:2: For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee.
3. Desire to enter God’s kingdom.
Matthew 7:21: ¶Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.
III. Suffer for the good news
Luke 2:35: “Your own heart will also be pierced by a sword.”
1. Flee to Egypt.
Matthew 2:13: And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt,
and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.
Matthew 2:14: When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed
into Egypt:
Matthew 2:15: And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son.
2. Worry about her son.
Luke 2:48: And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him,
Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee
sorrowing.
3. Say farewell to her son.
John 19:26: When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by,
whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son!
Reading 35
Proclaim the Trustworthy Good News
Scripture — Luke 2:10–11: The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! I bring you news of great joy that concerns all people. 11. For today in the city of David a Savior has been born for you, who is Christ the Lord.”
Title: Proclaim the Trustworthy “Good News”
Theme: Three truths those proclaiming the good news must explain.
Introduction: Those filled with the Holy Spirit can lead many people to the Lord.
Acts 11:24: This Barnabas was a good man, filled with the Holy Spirit and great faith. As a result, many people turned and submitted to the Lord.

Outline
I. There is a Creator
Romans 1:20: “Can be known through the things that have been made.”
1. There are witnesses.
Genesis 2:23: The man said, “This is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh. She may be called ‘woman,’ because she was taken from ‘man.’”

2. Sinners fear meeting the Creator.
Genesis 3:10: He said, “I heard your voice in the garden and was afraid, because I was naked, so I hid.”

3. A blameless person walks with God.
Genesis 6:9: Noah’s descendants are recorded below. Noah was a righteous man, a blameless man in his generation. Noah walked with God.

II. There is evidence of the Lord’s resurrection
1 Corinthians 15:6: “Later he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time.”
1. The soldiers witnessed the Lord’s death.
John 19:33: But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs.

2. The disciples witnessed the Lord’s resurrection.
1 Corinthians 15:6: Later he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive today, although some have fallen asleep.

3. Disciples who obey the Lord receive the Holy Spirit.
Luke 24:49: I will send what my Father promised upon you. Wait in the city until you receive power from above.

III. God’s kingdom exists
2 Corinthians 12:2–4: “He was caught up into paradise.”
1. Those born again can see the kingdom of heaven.
John 3:3: Jesus answered, “Truly, truly I tell you, unless a person is born again, that person cannot see God’s kingdom.”

2. Only those who have the Spirit can belong to Christ.
Romans 8:9: If God’s Spirit dwells in your hearts, you no longer belong to the flesh, but to the Holy Spirit. If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, that person does not belong to Christ.

3. You must receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2:38: Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given.”

Reading 36
Be of One Heart with God
Scripture — Numbers 14:37–38: These men who brought an evil report all suffered a plague and died before the LORD. 38. Among them, only Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh remained alive.
Title: Be of One Heart with God
Theme: Those of one heart with the Lord will share the following three views with him.
Introduction: Believers should learn from Peter’s good example of believing and obeying the Lord.
Luke 5:5–6: Simon said, “Master, we have worked all night and caught nothing. But in obedience to your word, I will let down the nets.” 6. They let down the nets and enclosed many fish, and the nets nearly broke.

Today’s believers must put into practice the following truths revealed in Scripture.
I. Human life is very brief
Psalm 90:10: The years of our lives are seventy, or eighty if we are strong. Yet what we boast of in them is only labor and sorrow; in a moment it is gone, and we fly away.

1. Have a pure faith.
Titus 1:13: This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sternly, so that they may be sound and without defect in the true faith.

2. Have God as your support.
Proverbs 2:7: He stores up true wisdom for the upright and is a shield for those whose conduct is upright.

3. Believe firmly to the end.
Hebrews 3:14: If we hold firmly to our initial sure faith to the end, we have a share in Christ.

II. You must receive the Holy Spirit
Acts 2:38: Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given.”

1. Have the Holy Spirit dwelling within.
Acts 19:6: Paul laid his hands on their heads, and the Holy Spirit came upon them; they spoke in tongues and prophesied.

2. Only then can you belong to Christ.
Romans 8:9: If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, that person does not belong to Christ.

3. Obey the Lord’s words.
Acts 10:47: Then Peter said, “These people have received the Holy Spirit just as we have. Who can forbid baptizing them with water?”

III. Choose to be an overcomer
Revelation 3:5: Whoever overcomes will be clothed in white like this. I will certainly not erase that person’s name from the book of life, and I will acknowledge that name before my Father and all my Father’s angels.

1. Be willing to endure to the end.
Matthew 24:13: Only those who endure to the end will certainly be saved.

2. Be able to be in Christ.
Hebrews 3:14: If we hold firmly to our initial sure faith to the end, we have a share in Christ.

3. Take delight in God.
Psalm 37:4: Also take delight in the LORD, and he will give you what your heart asks for.

Reading 37
Receive Salvation for the Soul
Scripture: 2 Thessalonians 2:13 — We ought always to thank God for you, because from the beginning he chose you so that, through believing the true way and being moved by the Holy Spirit, you might become holy and receive salvation.
Receive Salvation for the Soul
Theme: Three things those who desire salvation must do.
Introduction: Be open to the truth
1. There is a Creator
Romans 1:20 — Ever since the creation of heaven and earth, God’s eternal power and divine nature have been clearly knowable. Although they cannot be seen with the eyes, they can be understood through what has been made, leaving people without excuse.
2. The Creator has a plan
Ephesians 1:10 — According to the arrangement he made, when the time is fulfilled, he will unite everything in heaven and on earth in Christ.
3. God values the good news
2 Thessalonians 2:14 — God called you to this through the gospel we preached, so that you might obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Outline
I. Believe and obey the true way
Verse 13: “Through believing the true way.”
1. Hear the true way that gives the Spirit
Acts 10:44 — While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came upon everyone who heard the message.
2. Have the joy of truly believing God
Acts 16:34 — Then the jailer brought them into his house and set food before them. He and his whole household were very joyful because they had believed God.
3. Spread the angel’s good news
Luke 2:17 — When they had seen him, they spread the words the angel had spoken about this child.
II. Obey the Holy Spirit
Verse 13: “Being moved by the Holy Spirit.”
1. Hear the words that pierce people’s hearts
Acts 2:37 — When the people heard this, they felt pierced to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”
2. The Lord’s words are spirit and life
John 6:63 — The words I have spoken to you are spirit and life.
3. Immediately obey the Lord’s revelation
Acts 10:7 — After the angel who spoke to him had left, Cornelius called two household servants and a devout soldier who regularly attended him. 8. He told them the whole matter and sent them to Joppa.
III. Keep away from evil deeds
Verse 13: “Become holy.”
1. Do not dare to do evil and sin against God
Genesis 39:9 — “How could I do this great evil and sin against God?”
2. This is God’s appointed will
1 Thessalonians 4:3 — God’s will is that you become holy and keep away from sexual immorality.
3. Live out the life of Christ
Galatians 2:20 — I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.
Translation note
All supplied text, including the quoted Scripture excerpts, is translated. The apparent typo 計晝 is understood as “plan” in context. Quoted verses end where the supplied excerpts end; no missing continuation is invented.
Reading 38
Receive the Gift of the Holy Spirit
Scripture — Acts 2:38: Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given.”
James 2:26: A body without a soul is dead; faith without actions is also dead.

Acts 1:8: But when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will certainly receive power, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

Acts 5:32: We bear witness to this; the Holy Spirit, whom God gives to those who obey, also bears witness to this.

Title: Receive the Gift of the Holy Spirit
Theme: Three things those who wish to receive the Holy Spirit must do.
Introduction: Do not be a “Lord Ye” who loves dragons.
Outline
I. Have the Holy Spirit’s renewal
James 2:26: “A body without a soul is dead.”
1. Be willing to be renewed by the Holy Spirit.
Titus 3:5: He saved us, not because of righteous deeds we ourselves had done, but according to his mercy, through the washing of rebirth and the renewal of the Holy Spirit.

2. Only then can you enter God’s kingdom.
John 3:5: “Truly, truly I tell you, unless a person is born of water and the Holy Spirit, that person cannot enter God’s kingdom.”

3. Be willing to do God’s will.
Luke 1:38: Mary said, “I am the Lord’s servant; I am willing for your word to be fulfilled in me.” Then the angel left her.

II. Receive the Holy Spirit’s power
Acts 1:8: “You will certainly receive power.”
1. Bear witness to the Lord’s resurrection.
Acts 2:32: This Jesus, God has raised from the dead, and we all bear witness to this.

2. Only then will the Holy Spirit work with you.
Acts 2:37 [reference as printed]: This Jesus, God has raised from the dead, and we all bear witness to this.

3. Know that the Holy Spirit is greater than demons.
1 John 4:4: Little children, you belong to God and have overcome them, because the one within you is greater than the one in the world.

III. Be willing to obey God sincerely
Acts 5:32: “God gives the Spirit to those who obey.”
1. Make a wise choice.
Acts 9:17: Brother Saul, the Lord who appeared to you on the road as you came, namely Jesus, sent me so that you may see and also be filled with the Holy Spirit.

2. Be able to lead many people to the Lord.
Acts 11:24: This Barnabas was a good man, filled with the Holy Spirit and great faith. As a result, many people turned and submitted to the Lord.

3. Proclaim that Jesus is the Christ.
John 4:29–30: “Come and see! A man told me everything I have ever done. Could this be the Christ?” 30. The people left the city and went to Jesus.

Reading 39
Obey the Lord’s Great Commission
Scripture — Matthew 28:19: Go and make all nations my disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
John 1:39: Jesus said, “Come and see.” They went and saw where he was staying and stayed with him that day.

John 1:45: Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the law and the prophets recorded: Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

John 1:47: Jesus saw Nathanael coming and said of him, “Look, this is a true Israelite; there is no deceit in his heart.”

Title: Obey the Lord’s Great Commission
Theme: Three things those carrying out the Great Commission should do.
Outline
I. You must experience the Savior
John 1:39: “Stayed with him.”
John 1:39: Jesus said, “Come and see.” They went and saw where he was staying and stayed with him that day.

1. Be open to the truth.
John 1:41: He first found his own older brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah.” (Messiah, translated, is Christ.)

2. Only then will you practice the truth.
John 9:38: He said, “Lord, I believe!” Then he worshiped Jesus.

3. Preach only the good news.
1 Corinthians 9:23: Everything I do is for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share its benefits with others.

II. Lead people to the Lord
John 1:45: “Philip found Nathanael and said to him …”
John 1:45: Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the law and the prophets recorded: Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

1. Begin with those around you.
John 1:41: He first found his own older brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah.” (Messiah, translated, is Christ.)

2. Testimony is more effective.
John 1:45: Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the law and the prophets recorded: Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

3. Be trustworthy.
John 1:46: Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come from Nazareth?” Philip said, “Come and see!”

III. Have no deceit in your heart
John 1:47: “There is no deceit in his heart.”
John 1:47: Jesus saw Nathanael coming and said of him, “Look, this is a true Israelite; there is no deceit in his heart.”

1. Value receiving eternal life.
Matthew 16:26: If a person gains the whole world but loses his own life, what benefit is there? What can a person give in exchange for life?

2. Only then can you receive God’s mercy.
Luke 15:20: He got up and went to his father. While he was still far away, his father saw him, was moved with compassion, ran to embrace his neck, and kissed him repeatedly.

3. Live out God’s love.
Luke 23:34: Then Jesus said, “Father! Forgive them, because they do not know what they are doing.” The soldiers cast lots to divide his clothes.

Reading 40
Escape the Judgment of the Last Day
Scripture — Revelation 20:15: If anyone’s name was not written in the book of life, that person was thrown into the lake of fire.
2 Peter 3:6–7: Because of this, the world of that time was flooded with water and perished. 7. But the present heavens and earth are preserved by that same command, kept until the day when ungodly people are judged and destroyed, to be burned with fire.

Genesis 7:1: The LORD said to Noah, “You and your whole household must enter the ark, for in this generation I have seen that you are righteous before me.”

Genesis 7:7: Noah, together with his wife, his sons, and his daughters-in-law, entered the ark to escape the flood.

Genesis 7:16: All flesh that entered the ark came male and female, just as God had commanded Noah. Then the LORD shut him inside the ark.

Title: Escape the Judgment of the Last Day
Theme: Three things those who seek life must do.
Importance: There is the principle of “survival of the fit and elimination of the unfit.”
Outline
I. Be a righteous person
Genesis 7:1: The LORD said to Noah, “You and your whole household must enter the ark, for in this generation I have seen that you are righteous before me.”
1. Carry out God’s commands.
Genesis 6:22: Noah did this. He did everything just as God had commanded him.

2. Have eternal life as the outcome.
Romans 1:17: God’s righteousness is revealed in this gospel. This righteousness is from faith to faith. As it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”

3. Be willing to walk with God.
Genesis 6:9 [reference as printed]: They came in pairs, male and female, to Noah and entered the ark, just as God had commanded Noah.

II. Enter the ark in time
Genesis 7:7 [reference as printed]: “They came in pairs, male and female, to Noah and entered the ark, just as God had commanded Noah.”
1. That is, be in Christ.
Galatians 3:27: All of you who were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

2. You will certainly live by faith.
Galatians 3:11: It is clear that no one is justified before God by the law, for it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”

3. Believe in the Lord while alive.
John 11:26: Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?

III. Remain inside the ark
Genesis 7:16: “All flesh that entered the ark came male and female. Then the LORD shut him inside the ark.”
1. Be willing to follow Christ.
John 6:68: Simon Peter answered, “Lord, you have the words of eternal life. To whom else could we go?”

2. Live in Christ.
2 Timothy 4:11: Only Luke is here with me. When you come, bring Mark with you, because he is useful to me in preaching (or, “serving me”).

3. Be able to withstand testing.
Genesis 22:12: The angel said, “Do not lay your hand on this boy! Do not harm him at all! Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”

Reading 41
Choose to Follow the Lord
Scripture — John 6:67–68: Jesus said to the twelve disciples, “Do you also want to leave?” 68. Simon Peter answered, “Lord, you have the words of eternal life; to whom else can we turn and follow?”
Title: Choose to Follow the Lord
Theme: Three things those who follow the Lord must do.
Introduction
A. Jesus is the Messiah.
John 4:25: The woman said, “I know that the Messiah, the one called Christ, is coming. When he comes, he will certainly tell us everything.”

B. He bears people’s sins.
John 1:29: John saw Jesus coming to him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away (or: bears) the sins of the people of the world!”

Outline
I. Choose eternal value
1 Corinthians 9:25: Everyone who competes to win exercises self-control in all things. They do it only to receive a perishable crown; we do it to receive an imperishable crown.
1. Seek the words of eternal life.
John 6:68: Simon Peter answered, “Lord, you have the words of eternal life; to whom else can we turn and follow?”

2. Be able to receive a heavenly inheritance.
Acts 20:32: This word can build you up and enable you to share an inheritance with all those who have been made holy.

3. Live out abundant life.
John 10:10: I came so that the sheep (or: people) may have life, and have it more abundantly.

II. Be willing to live in Christ
2 Corinthians 12:2: I know a man in Christ who, fourteen years ago, was caught up to the third heaven.
1. Have the Lord’s words in your heart.
Galatians 2:20: I have been crucified with Christ. Now it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.

2. Be able to receive the crown of righteousness.
2 Timothy 4:7–8: I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course I ought to run, and I have kept the faith. From now on, the crown of righteousness is stored up for me.

3. Resolve to commit yourself to serving the Lord.
2 Corinthians 12:10: For Christ’s sake, I take joy in weaknesses, insults, urgent troubles, persecutions and hardships; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.

III. Be willing to act on God’s revelation
Luke 24:49: I will send what my Father promised upon you. Wait in the city until you receive power from above.
1. Understand Scripture’s original meaning.
Luke 24:45: Then Jesus opened their understanding so that they could understand Scripture.

2. So that you do not lose the crown.
Revelation 22:19: If anyone removes anything from the words of prophecy in this book, God will certainly remove that person’s share in the tree of life and the holy city described in this book.

3. Be willing to yield to the Lord.
John 13:9: Simon Peter said, “Lord, wash not only my feet, but also my hands and head.”

Reading 42
Be a Good Citizen of the Kingdom of Heaven
Scripture — Romans 14:16–17: Do not let your good be slandered. 17. For the kingdom of God does not consist of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.
Title: Be a Good Citizen of the Kingdom of Heaven
Theme: Three good qualities citizens of the kingdom of heaven must have.
Introduction
A. Even the living creatures in the ark were willing to obey God.
Genesis 7:9: They came in pairs, male and female, to Noah and entered the ark, just as God had commanded Noah.

B. Only those who become holy can be saved.
2 Thessalonians 2:13: Because he chose you from the beginning, so that through believing the true word and being moved by the Holy Spirit to become holy, you can be saved.

Outline
I. Have God’s righteousness
Verse 17: “Righteousness.”
1. Walk the path of righteousness.
Psalm 23:3: He revives my soul and leads me on paths of righteousness for his own name’s sake.

2. Receive God’s protection.
2 Peter 2:5: God did not spare the ancient generation either. He brought the flood upon that ungodly generation, but protected Noah, who preached the way of righteousness, and his household—eight people in all.

3. Be willing to walk with God.
Genesis 6:9: Noah was a righteous man, a blameless man in his generation. Noah walked with God.

II. Be at peace with others
Verse 17: “Peace.”
1. Be willing to do your utmost.
Romans 12:18: If it is possible, always do your utmost to be at peace with all people.

2. This is God’s will.
1 Corinthians 7:15: God called us to be at peace.

3. Be willing to make peace quickly.
Matthew 5:25: While you are still on the road with your accuser, quickly settle peacefully with him.

III. Have joy in the Spirit
Verse 17: “Joy.”
1. It is given by God.
Romans 15:13: May the God who gives people hope fill your hearts with every kind of joy and peace through faith.

2. There is a future reward.
Matthew 5:12: Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great.

3. Be willing to suffer disgrace for the Lord.
Acts 5:41: They left the council rejoicing in their hearts, because they had been counted worthy to suffer disgrace for this name.

Reading 43
Make People Disciples of the Lord
Scripture — Matthew 28:19–20: Therefore go and make all nations my disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20. Teach them to observe everything I have commanded you, and I will always be with you, until the end of the world.
Title: Make People Disciples of the Lord
Theme: What preachers ought to do.
Introduction
A. You must receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2:38: Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given.”

B. Only then can you belong to Christ.
Romans 8:9: If God’s Spirit dwells in your hearts, you no longer belong to the flesh, but to the Holy Spirit. If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, that person does not belong to Christ.

Outline
I. Proclaim “good news” (ευαγγελιζομαι)
Verse 18: “The Lord has already received authority.”
1. It is that the Lord has come into the world.
Luke 2:12: You will see a baby wrapped in cloth and lying in a manger; that is the sign.

2. Only then will there be great results.
Luke 2:17: Having seen this, they spread what the angel had said about this child.

3. Have personal experience.
1 Timothy 1:15: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. This saying is trustworthy and worthy of full acceptance. Among sinners, I am the chief.

II. Have the Lord working with you
Verse 19: “Become my disciples.”
1. Carry out the angel’s instruction.
Acts 8:26: An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up! Go south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” That road is in the wilderness.

2. Have the Holy Spirit’s prompting.
Acts 2:37: When the people heard this, they were pierced to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”

Acts 2:37
3. Receive the Lord’s training.
Acts 18:26: He boldly preached in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him in and explained God’s way to him in greater detail.

III. Have the Lord’s presence
Verse 20: “Always be with you.”
1. Nurture those who are earnest.
John 1:40: One of the two who heard John’s words and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.

John 1:41: He first found his own older brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah.”

2. Extend love to those connected with the one you love.
Acts 16:14–15: A woman named Lydia, a seller of purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, had long worshiped God. She heard, and the Lord opened her heart so that she paid attention to what Paul said. 15. After she and her household were baptized, she urged us, “If you consider me a true believer in the Lord, come and stay at my house.” And she pressed us to stay.

3. Submit to God’s leading.
Acts 16:10: After Paul had seen this vision, we immediately sought to go to Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to the people there.

Reading 44
Yield to the Truth
Scripture — John 4:24: God is a spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit (πνευμα) and truth (αλληθεια).
Acts 9:27: Only Barnabas welcomed him and led him to the apostles. He related how he had seen the Lord on the road, how the Lord had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly in Jesus’ name in Damascus.

Acts 9:17: Ananias went, entered that house, laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord who appeared to you on the road as you came, namely Jesus, sent me so that you may see and also be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

John 6:68: Simon Peter answered, “Lord, you have the words of eternal life; to whom else can we turn and follow?”

Title: Yield to the Truth
Theme: Three marks of those who yield to the truth.
Importance: Only then is one a new creation.
2 Corinthians 5:17: If anyone is in Christ, that person is a new creation. The old things have passed away; everything has become new.

John 14:6: Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me.”

Outline
I. Have God’s love
Acts 9:27 [reference as printed]: Jesus saw Nathanael coming and said of him, “Look, this is a true Israelite; there is no deceit in his heart.”
1. Be willing to pay a high price.
John 3:16: God loved the people of the world so much that he gave them his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish, but receive eternal life.

2. Bring glory to God.
2 Corinthians 4:15: Everything is for your sake, so that as grace increases through more people, thanksgiving may abound all the more, bringing glory to God.

3. Have God’s Spirit in your heart.
Romans 5:5: Hope does not bring shame, because the Holy Spirit given to us has poured God’s love into our hearts.

II. Do God’s will
Acts 9:17: Ananias went, entered that house, laid his hands on Saul and said, “The Lord who appeared to you on the road as you came, Jesus, sent me so that you may see and also be filled with the Holy Spirit.”
1. Know how to love one another.
John 13:34: I give you a new command: love one another. As I have loved you, you too must love one another.

2. Only then are you the Lord’s disciples.
John 13:35: If you have love for one another, everyone will recognize by this that you are my disciples.

3. Follow the Holy Spirit’s prompting.
1 Corinthians 12:3 [reference as printed]: If you have love for one another, everyone will recognize by this that you are my disciples.

III. Have the hope of eternal life
John 6:68 [reference as printed]: If you have love for one another, everyone will recognize by this that you are my disciples.
1. Wait for the Lord’s return.
John 14:3: If I go and prepare a place for you, I will certainly come again and receive you to where I am, so that where I am, you may be also.

2. It must be through the Lord.
John 14:6: Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me.”

3. Resolve to follow the Lord.
John 6:68: Simon Peter answered, “Lord, you have the words of eternal life; to whom else can we turn and follow?”

Reading 45
Make the Right Choice
Scripture — Matthew 7:21 [source reference]: For where your treasure is, there your heart is also.
1 Corinthians 3:15: If a person’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved—though as one passing through fire.

Revelation 20:10: The devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet are. They will suffer torment day and night forever and ever.

Title: Make the Right Choice
Theme: Three outcomes that the Creator has appointed for people.
Introduction: Respect the principle, “Plant melons and you will reap melons.”
Galatians 6:7: Do not deceive yourselves. God cannot be mocked. Whatever a person sows, that is what he will reap.

Importance: Only those who sow according to the Spirit can reap eternal life.
Galatians 6:8: Whoever sows according to fleshly desires will reap corruption from those desires; whoever sows according to the Holy Spirit will reap eternal life from the Holy Spirit.

Outline
I. Enter God’s kingdom
Matthew 7:21: Not everyone who calls me “Lord, Lord” can enter the kingdom of heaven. Only those who do the will of my Father in heaven can enter.

1. Accept God’s rule.
Luke 17:21: The kingdom of God is within your hearts.

2. Only then can you receive eternal life.
Galatians 6:8: Whoever sows according to the Holy Spirit will reap eternal life from the Holy Spirit.

3. Make an effort to enter the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 11:12: From the time of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven is entered through effort, and those who make the effort obtain it.

II. Merely receive salvation
1 Corinthians 3:15: If a person’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved—though as one passing through fire.

1. Fail to withstand testing.
1 Corinthians 3:13: Each person’s work will be revealed, because the day will make it known. It will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person’s work.

2. Have not sought the Lord’s concerns.
Philippians 2:21: Others all seek their own concerns, not the concerns of Jesus Christ.

3. Receive the Lord’s Communion.
Luke 24:30: When they sat down to eat, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and handed it to them.

III. Remain in the lake of fire forever
Revelation 20:10: The devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur. They will suffer torment day and night forever and ever.

1. Have not overcome the world.
Revelation 20:15: If anyone’s name was not written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

2. The Lord cannot accept such a person.
Matthew 25:30: Throw this useless servant into the darkness outside. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

3. Do not covet or love the world.
1 John 2:15: Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in him.

Reading 46
Believers Must Be Born Again
Scripture — John 3:5: Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I tell you, unless a person is born of water and the Holy Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”
Title: Believers Must Be Born Again
Theme: Three things those who want to be born again must do.
Introduction
A. Work is not the same as life.
John 3:3: “Truly, truly, I tell you, unless a person is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

B. Only those who have the Holy Spirit belong to the Lord.
Romans 8:9: Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Christ.

C. Three manifestations of being born again.
Outline
I. Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit
Acts 2:38: Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

1. Have power to cast out demons.
Acts 16:18: She kept shouting like this for many days. Paul became annoyed and turned to say to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ, I command you to come out of her!” The spirit came out at once.

2. Be able to bring people to the Lord.
Acts 11:24: Barnabas was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. Thus many people came to submit to the Lord.

3. Be willing to obey God.
Acts 5:32: We are witnesses to these things, as is the Holy Spirit whom God gives to those who obey him.

II. Be able to bear much fruit
John 15:5: I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.

1. Remain in the Lord.
John 15:4: Remain in me, and I will remain in you. A branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it remains on the vine. The same is true of you unless you remain in me.

2. God will surely hear your prayers.
John 15:16: You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he will give you.

3. Be willing to proclaim the good news.
Acts 2:36: Therefore, let the whole house of Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.

III. Through God’s word
1 Peter 1:23: You have been born again, not from perishable seed but from imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.

1. Be willing to proclaim the Lord’s word.
1 Peter 1:25: But the Lord’s word endures forever. The gospel preached to you is this word.

2. Have the Lord in your heart.
Galatians 2:20: I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. The life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

3. Be willing to be greatly used by God.
Romans 16:25: God alone can strengthen your hearts according to the gospel I preach and the Jesus Christ I proclaim, and according to the mystery kept hidden and unspoken for ages.

Reading 47
Receive the Salvation of the Soul
Scripture — 2 Thessalonians 2:13: Brothers loved by the Lord, we ought always to thank God for you, because he chose you from the beginning, so that through believing the true word and being moved by the Holy Spirit to become holy, you can be saved.
Title: Receive the Salvation of the Soul
Theme: Three things believers must do.
Introduction
A. Believers must meet the qualifications.
Matthew 7:21: “Not everyone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord’ can enter the kingdom of heaven; only those who do the will of my Father in heaven can enter.”

B. Only through the Lord can we come before God.
1 Peter 3:18: For Christ also suffered once for sins (some ancient manuscripts read: died), the righteous in place of the unrighteous, to bring us before God.

C. Hold firmly to the apostles’ teaching.
2 Thessalonians 2:15: Therefore, brothers, stand firm and hold firmly to all the teachings you received, whether spoken by us or written in a letter.

Outline
I. Be in accord with God’s heart
Verse 13: “Chose you.”
1. You must be sincere.
John 4:24: God is a spirit (or: God is spirit), so those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.

2. Only then is there freedom.
2 Corinthians 3:17: The Lord is that Spirit; where the Lord’s Spirit is, there is freedom.

3. Have no deceit in your heart.
John 1:47: “Look, this is a true Israelite; there is no deceit in his heart.”

II. Believe the good news
Verse 13: “Through believing the true word.”
1. Believe and obey the true word.
Romans 1:5: From him we received grace and the office of apostle, to bring people among all nations to believe and obey the true word for his name’s sake.

2. The Word is God.
John 1:1: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

3. Keep believing.
John 3:16: God loved the people of the world so much that he gave them his only Son, so that everyone who “believes” in him (πιστευων is a present participle of πιστευω) will not perish, but receive eternal life.

III. Become a saint
Verse 13: “Become holy.”
1. Accord with God’s will.
1 Thessalonians 4:3: God’s will is for you to become holy and keep far from sexual immorality.

2. Only then can you see the Lord.
Hebrews 12:14: Pursue peace with all people, and pursue holiness; without holiness, no one can see the Lord.

3. Be in Christ.
1 Corinthians 1:2: To God’s church in Corinth, those made holy in Christ Jesus and called to be saints.

Reading 48
Come Out of Error
Scripture — Luke 15:17, 20–21: 17. He came to his senses and said, “How many of my father’s hired workers have more than enough food, while I am starving to death here?” 20. He got up and went to his father. While he was still far away, his father saw him and was moved with compassion. He ran, embraced his neck, and kissed him again and again. 21. The son said, “Father! I have sinned against Heaven and against you. From now on, I am no longer worthy to be called your son.”
Title: Come Out of Error
Theme: Three things those who want to come out of error must do.
Introduction: Only those willing to submit to the truth will succeed. “Use the stars to find your direction.”
Importance: Only then can you enter the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 7:21: “Not everyone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord’ can enter the kingdom of heaven. Only those who do the will of my Father in heaven can enter.”

Outline
I. You must come to your senses
Verse 17: “How many of my father’s hired workers have more than enough food, while I am starving to death here?”
1. Know its importance.
2 Kings 5:14: Then Naaman went down and, according to the man of God’s words, washed in the Jordan seven times. His flesh was restored like a little child’s flesh, and he was clean.

2. It is God’s will.
Psalm 23:3: He restores my soul and guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

3. Obey God’s will.
Acts 8:36: When they reached a place with water, the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?”

II. Take action
Verse 20: “He got up and went to his father.”
1. Accept instruction.
Acts 8:36: When they reached a place with water, the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?”

2. Only then can you receive the Holy Spirit.
Acts 19:6: When Paul laid his hands on their heads, the Holy Spirit came upon them.

3. Act on the Lord’s words.
Luke 24:32–33: They said to one another, “While he spoke with us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us, were our hearts not burning?” 33. They immediately got up and returned to Jerusalem.

III. Confess your sin sincerely
Verse 21: The son said, “Father! I have sinned against Heaven and against you. From now on, I am no longer worthy to be called your son.”
1. Open your heart to the Lord.
Luke 24:32–33: They said to one another, “While he spoke with us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us, were our hearts not burning?” 33. They immediately got up and returned to Jerusalem.

2. Truly receive the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2:38: Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

3. Submit to the true God.
Acts 19:5: When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Reading 49
Carry Out the Great Commission
Scripture — Matthew 28:19–20: Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 20. Teach them to obey everything I have commanded you, and I will always be with you, to the end of the world.
Title: Carry Out the Great Commission
Theme: Three things to know when carrying out the Lord’s Great Commission.
Introduction
A. Bring people to the Lord.
Acts 9:17: Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

B. Have the Lord’s presence.
Matthew 28:20: Teach them to obey everything I have commanded you, and I will always be with you, to the end of the world.

C. Divide the work and cooperate.
Acts 10:24: The next day they entered Caesarea. Cornelius had invited his relatives and close friends and was waiting for them.

Outline
I. Preach wherever you go
Verse 19: “Go”—πορευθεντες, “participle.”
1. Follow the Lord’s leading.
Acts 8:4: Those who had been scattered went everywhere preaching the word.

2. There is great effectiveness.
Acts 16:34: The jailer then brought them up to his house and set a meal before them. He and his whole household were very joyful because they believed in God.

3. Obey the prompting.
Acts 19:2: He asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” They answered, “No; we have not even heard that the Holy Spirit has been given.”

II. Enter a covenant with the Lord
Verse 19: “Baptize.”
1. Enter into Christ.
Galatians 3:27 [source reference]: He asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” They answered, “No; we have not even heard that the Holy Spirit has been given.”

2. Have the law in your heart.
Hebrews 8:10: The Lord also says, “This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after those days: I will put my laws within them and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.”

3. Rely on the Lord’s precious blood.
1 Corinthians 11:25: After the meal, he likewise took the cup and said, “This cup is the new covenant established with my blood. Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.”

III. Put the true word into practice
Verse 20: “Teach.”
1. Be a good person.
Acts 11:24: Barnabas was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. Thus many people came to submit to the Lord.

2. You will surely be blessed.
James 1:25: Whoever looks carefully into the perfect law that gives freedom and continues to do so, neither forgetting what he has heard nor failing to put it into practice, will surely be blessed in what he does.

3. Receive the Holy Spirit.
John 16:13: When the Holy Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you to understand all truth (the original wording says “enter into”). For he does not speak on his own, but speaks everything he hears and will tell you things to come.

Reading 50
Worship the True God with a Sincere Heart
Scripture — John 4:24: God is a spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.
John 1:47: When Jesus saw Nathanael coming, he pointed to him and said, “Look, here is a true Israelite in whose heart there is no deceit.”

John 4:26: Jesus said, “The one speaking with you is he!”

Acts 9:20: He proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying that he is the Son of God.

Title: Worship the True God with a Sincere Heart
Theme: Three things those who sincerely worship God will do.
Introduction
A. Know what the “good news” is.
Ephesians 1:13: Having heard the word of truth, the gospel (ευαγγελιον) that brings you salvation, you also believed in Christ. Having believed in him, you were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit.

B. Only then will you take action.
John 4:28–29: The woman left her water jar, went into the city, and said to the people, 29. “Come and see! A man has told me everything I have ever done. Could this be the Christ?”

Outline
I. Harbor no deceit in your heart
John 1:47: “There is no deceit in his heart.”
1. Speak only truthful words.
Matthew 5:37: In what you say, let yes be yes and no be no. Anything more comes from the evil one.

2. Become a blessed person.
Psalm 32:2: Blessed is the person in whose heart there is no deceit and whom the LORD does not count as guilty!

3. Do not engage in verbal battles.
2 Timothy 2:23: Always reject foolish, ignorant arguments, knowing that such things give rise to quarrels.

II. Accept the Lord’s revelation
John 4:26: “The one speaking with you is he.”
1. Receive the Lord’s Holy Spirit.
John 6:63: It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is of no benefit. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and life.

2. Only then can you belong to Christ.
Romans 8:9: If the Spirit of God dwells in your hearts, you are not of the flesh but of the Holy Spirit. If anyone does not have the [Spirit] of Christ, that person does not belong to Christ.

3. Be willing to believe and obey the true word.
Acts 10:44: While Peter was still saying these words, the Holy Spirit came upon all those listening to the message.

III. Believe that Jesus is the Son of God
Acts 9:20: “Proclaiming that Jesus is the Son of God.”
1. Jesus is the Son of God.
John 1:18: No one has ever seen God. Only the only begotten Son, who is in the Father’s bosom, has made him known.

2. Have grace and truth.
John 1:17: The Law was given through Moses; grace and truth both came through Jesus Christ.

3. Believe in the Lord while alive.
John 11:26: Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?

Reading 51
Be of One Mind with the Lord
Scripture — Philippians 2:5: You should have the mind of Christ Jesus.
Ephesians 1:5: He predestined us to receive the status of sons through Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 1:10: According to his arrangement, when the time is fulfilled, he will bring all things in heaven and on earth together into one in Christ.

Ephesians 1:14: This Holy Spirit is the guarantee of our inheritance (the original word means “pledge”).

Title: Be of One Mind with the Lord
Theme: Three things those who are of one mind with the Lord must do.
Introduction: Have the heart of Christ.
A. Bring blessing to others.
Genesis 12:2: I will make you a great nation. I will bless you and make your name great; you are also to bring blessing to others.

B. Be willing to do God’s will.
Matthew 7:21: “Not everyone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord’ can enter the kingdom of heaven. Only those who do the will of my Father in heaven can enter.”

Outline
I. Through Jesus
Verse 5: “He predestined us to receive the status of sons through Jesus Christ.”
1. Rely on the Creator.
John 1:3: All things were made through him. Of all that was made, nothing was made without him.

2. There is only one God.
1 Corinthians 8:6: Yet for us there is only one God, the Father, from whom all things come.

3. Give glory to the Lord.
Romans 15:18 [source reference]: I dare not mention anything except what Christ has done through me—what he has done through my words and deeds, by the power of signs and wonders, and by the power of the Holy Spirit.

II. In Christ
Verse 10: “Bring all things in heaven and on earth together into one in Christ.”
1. Be a new creation.
2 Corinthians 5:17: If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old things have passed away; everything has become new.

2. Be able to bear much fruit.
John 15:5: I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.

3. Receive Holy Communion.
John 6:56: Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him.

III. Receive the Holy Spirit
Verse 14: “This Holy Spirit is the guarantee of our inheritance (the original word means ‘pledge’), until God’s people are redeemed.”
1. Have the guarantee of an inheritance.
2 Corinthians 5:5: God is the one who has prepared us for this, and he has given us the Holy Spirit as a guarantee (the original word means “pledge”).

2. Only then are you God’s children.
Romans 8:16: The Holy Spirit bears witness with our hearts that we are God’s children.

3. Willingly obey God.
Acts 5:32: We are witnesses to these things, as is the Holy Spirit whom God gives to those who obey him.

Reading 52
Accept the Creator’s Revelation
Scripture — Exodus 3:14: God said to Moses, “I am self-existent and eternal.”
Genesis 1:1: In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

John 15:16: You did not choose me; I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit.

2 Peter 1:10–11: Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to make the gracious calling and election you have received firm and unwavering. If you do these things, you will never stumble. 11. In this way you will be richly granted entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Title: Accept the Creator’s Revelation
Theme: Three things created beings need to know.
Introduction
Reasons why a wise person believes the truth:
A. Having real experiences.
2 Corinthians 12:2: I know a man in Christ who, fourteen years ago, was caught up to the third heaven. Whether in the body, I do not know; whether outside the body, I also do not know. Only God knows.

B. Having a better outcome.
Genesis 5:22: After Enoch fathered Methuselah, he walked with God for three hundred years and had sons and daughters.

C. In order to receive eternal life.
John 6:68: Simon Peter answered, “Lord, you have the words of eternal life. To whom else could we go?”

Outline
I. The LORD is the source of all things
Exodus 3:14: “I am self-existent and eternal.”
1. There is the oral tradition of the Jewish people.
Genesis 1:1: In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

2. People’s continued existence depends on him.
Acts 17:28: Our living, moving, and existence all depend on him. As some of your poets have said, “We too are his offspring.”

3. Opposing heaven is equivalent to killing oneself.
Genesis 19:20: “Look, this city is both small and near, and easy to flee to. Is it not a small one? Please let me flee there, so that my life may be preserved.”

II. The Lord chooses people to be disciples
John 15:16: “I chose you.”
1. The Lord chose Saul to be a disciple.
Acts 9:15: The Lord said to Ananias, “Just go! He is the vessel I have chosen to proclaim my name before Gentiles, kings, and the people of Israel.”

2. Because of a willingness to follow the Lord sincerely.
Acts 9:8: Saul got up from the ground and opened his eyes, but could see nothing. Someone took him by the hand and led him into Damascus.

3. Listen to and obey a good teacher’s instruction.
John 1:37: The two disciples heard his words and followed Jesus.

III. Follow the Lord steadfastly
2 Peter 1:10–11: “Make your commitment to the gracious calling you have received firm and unwavering.”
1. Be able to withstand testing.
Daniel 6:10: When Daniel knew that this prohibition had been sealed with the royal seal, he went to his home and, three times a day, knelt before his God, praying and giving thanks just as he always had.

2. Only then be able to gain the Lord’s trust.
John 21:17: The third time he said to him, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because Jesus had said to him a third time, “Do you love me?” He said to Jesus, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.”

3. Have the power to cast out demons.
Acts 16:18: She continued shouting this for many days. Paul became annoyed, turned, and said to the demon, “In the name of Jesus Christ, I command you to come out of her!” The demon came out at that moment.

1 John 4:4: Little children, you belong to God and have overcome them, because the one in you is greater than the one in the world.

Reading 53
Have a Heart That Longs for God
Scripture — Psalm 42:1–2: O God, my soul longs for you as a deer longs for streams of water. 2. My soul thirsts for God, the living God. When may I come and appear before God?
Psalm 84:2: I yearn and long for the courts of the LORD; my heart and my flesh cry out to the living God.

Psalm 119:81: My soul longs for your salvation; I look in hope to your promise.

Title: Have a Heart That Longs for God
Theme: Three things those who long for God will do.
Introduction
A. To long for God is to long to receive “living water.”
John 4:15: The woman said, “Sir, please give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come so far to draw water.”

B. God can satisfy those who long for him.
Psalm 107:9: For he satisfies the longing soul and fills the hungry soul with good things.

C. People must make an effort in order to enter the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 11:12: From the time of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven is entered through effort, and those who make the effort obtain it.

Outline
I. Desire to see the true God
Psalm 42:2: “My soul thirsts for God, the living God. When may I come and appear before God?”
1. You may come before the Lord.
John 7:37: On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and cried aloud, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.”

2. Only then can you receive eternal life.
John 3:16: God so loved the people of the world that he gave them his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.

3. Earnestly long for the true God.
Psalm 63:1: O God, you are my God; I earnestly seek you. In a dry and weary land without water, I thirst for you; my soul longs for you.

II. Long for God’s house
Psalm 84:2: “I yearn and long for the courts of the LORD.”
1. Long for God’s courts.
Psalm 84:2: I yearn and long for the courts of the LORD; my heart and my flesh cry out to the living God (or, “shout for joy”).

2. It is the gathering of believers.
Acts 7:38: This man was with the assembly in the wilderness and with the angel who spoke to him on Mount Sinai.

3. Do not change the “good news.”
Galatians 1:7: That is not the gospel; rather, some people are troubling you and want to change the gospel of Christ.

III. Long for salvation
Psalm 119:81: “My soul longs for your salvation.”
1. You must be born again.
John 3:7: Do not be surprised that I said, “You must be born again.”

2. Only then can you enter God’s kingdom.
John 3:3: “Truly, truly, I tell you, unless a person is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

3. Be born of water and the Spirit.
John 3:5: Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I tell you, unless a person is born of water and the Holy Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”

Reading 54
Be a Good Soldier of Christ
Scripture — 2 Timothy 2:3–5: Share suffering with me as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4. No one serving as a soldier entangles himself in worldly affairs, so that he may please the one who enlisted him. 5. A person competing in the arena cannot receive the crown unless he competes according to the rules.
Title: Be a Good Soldier of Christ
Theme: Three qualifications a good soldier of Christ should have.
Introduction
A. God wants believers to be good soldiers.
Genesis 32:28: “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with people and have prevailed.”

B. The battle is against evil spirits.
Ephesians 6:12: It is against the rulers, the authorities, those who govern this dark world, and the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

C. Put on the full armor.
Ephesians 6:11: Put on the full armor God gives, so that you can resist the devil’s schemes.

Outline
I. Be willing to suffer for the Lord
Verse 3: “Share suffering.”
1. There will surely be difficulties.
Acts 16:24: On receiving this order, the jailer put them in the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.

2. Be able to be chosen by God.
Isaiah 48:10: I have refined you, but not as silver is refined; I have chosen you in the furnace of suffering.

3. Always keep hope.
Isaiah 48:15: I myself have spoken; I have also chosen and called him and brought him, and his way will surely prosper.

II. Know how to please the Lord
Verse 4: “So that he may please the one who enlisted him.”
1. Do the Lord’s will.
Genesis 22:10: Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to kill his son.

2. Only then can you have a sense of security.
Daniel 6:22: My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths so that they did not harm me, because I was innocent before God.

3. Be willing to set yourself aside.
Luke 5:5: Simon said, “Master, we worked all night and caught nothing. But in obedience to your word, I will let down the nets.”

III. Keep the Lord’s rules
Verse 5: “Cannot receive the crown unless he competes according to the rules.”
1. Act according to the Lord’s purposes.
Acts 9:17: Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

2. Only then can things prosper.
Isaiah 55:11: So will the word that goes out of my mouth be: it will never return empty, but will accomplish what I desire and will certainly prosper in the task for which I sent it (“for which I sent it” may also be translated “which I appointed”).

3. Do not seek an exception.
Luke 16:26: Besides all this, a great chasm has been fixed between you and us, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, and those who want to cross from there to us cannot either.

Reading 55
Grow toward Salvation
Scripture — Luke 23:40–43: The other man rebuked him in reply, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same punishment? 41. We deserve this, because what we are receiving matches what we have done, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42. Then he said, “Jesus, when you come into your kingdom, please remember me!” 43. Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
Title: Grow toward Salvation
Theme: Three qualifications required of those who receive the salvation of their souls.
Introduction
A. Have spiritual life.
John 6:63: It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is of no benefit. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and life.

B. Only then can you grow and be saved.
1 Peter 2:2: Long for pure spiritual milk, as newborn babies long for milk, so that by it you may grow toward salvation.

C. Grow to the stature of Christ.
Ephesians 4:13: Until we all reach unity in the true faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God, become mature, and attain the full stature of Christ.

Outline
I. Have a sense of right and wrong
Luke 23:40: “Rebuked him in reply, saying.”
1. Distinguish good from evil.
Matthew 5:37: When you speak, say yes if it is yes and no if it is no. Anything more comes from the evil one.

2. A single thought makes the difference.
Luke 15:17–18: He came to his senses and said, “How many of my father’s hired workers have more than enough food, while I am starving to death here? 18. I will get up, go to my father, and say to him, ‘Father! I have sinned against Heaven and against you.’”

3. Abandon evil and do good.
1 Timothy 1:13: Formerly I blasphemed God, persecuted people, and treated them with contempt. Yet I received mercy, because I acted in unbelief and ignorance.

II. Be willing to fear the true God
Luke 23:40: “Do you not fear God?”
1. Be deeply afraid of sinning against God.
Genesis 39:9: Because you are his wife. How could I do this great evil and sin against God?

2. Only then can you receive the Holy Spirit.
Genesis 41:38: Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find anyone like this man, who has the Spirit of God within him?”

3. Do what God commands.
Genesis 22:12: The angel said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy. Do not harm him at all! Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”

III. Long for eternal life
Luke 23:42: “Please remember me.”
1. Have true values.
Hebrews 11:7: By faith Noah, after being warned by God about things he had not yet seen, was moved with reverent fear and prepared an ark to save his whole household.

2. The one indispensable thing.
Luke 10:41–42: Jesus answered, “Martha! Martha! You are anxious and troubled about many things. 42. But only one thing is indispensable. Mary has chosen the best portion, and it cannot be taken away.”

3. Choose to enter the narrow gate.
Matthew 7:13–14: “Enter through the narrow gate. For the gate leading to destruction is wide and the road is broad, and many enter through it. 14. The gate leading to eternal life is narrow and the road is small, and few find it.”

Reading 56
Be a Believer of Sound Faith
Scripture — Galatians 1:6–7: I am astonished that you have so quickly left the one who called you by the grace of Christ and have followed a different gospel. 7. That is not the gospel; rather, some people are troubling you and want to change the gospel of Christ.
Acts 18:26: He spoke boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him in and explained God’s way to him in greater detail.

Acts 11:24: Barnabas was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. Thus many people came to submit to the Lord.

1 Corinthians 9:27: I discipline my body and make it submit to me, lest after preaching the gospel to others I myself should be rejected.

Title: Be a Believer of Sound Faith
Theme: Three things believers must do.
Introduction
1. Choose to believe and obey the true word.
Acts 19:5: When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

2. The true Word is God.
John 1:1: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

3. Listen to the guidance of a renowned teacher.
John 1:37: The two disciples heard his words and followed Jesus.

Outline
I. Remove the false and preserve the true
Acts 18:26: “Explained God’s way in greater detail.”
1. Do not be a “half-full bucket”—someone with only a little knowledge.
Acts 18:28: He forcefully refuted the Jews in public, showing from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ.

2. God does not show partiality.
John 3:3: Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I tell you, unless a person is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

3. Ask God for the Holy Spirit.
Luke 11:13: If you, though you are not good, know how to give good things to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?

II. Regularly bring people to the Lord
Acts 11:24: “Many people came to submit to the Lord.”
1. Accept the Lord’s commission.
Acts 9:17: Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

2. This is the Lord’s command.
Matthew 28:19: Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations.

3. Preach wherever you go.
Acts 8:4: Those who had been scattered went everywhere preaching the word.

III. Be willing to discipline your body
1 Corinthians 9:27: “I discipline my body and make it submit to me.”
1. Have spiritual wisdom.
2 Kings 5:13–14: His servants came forward and said to him, “My father, if the prophet had told you to do something great, would you not have done it? How much more when he tells you to wash and become clean?” 14. Then Naaman went down and, according to the man of God’s words, washed in the Jordan seven times. His flesh was restored like a little child’s flesh, and he was clean.

2. Only then can you receive the Holy Spirit.
Acts 5:32: The Holy Spirit, whom God gives to those who obey him, also bears witness to these things.

3. Be willing to confess your sin sincerely.
2 Samuel 12:13: David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD!” Nathan said, “The LORD has taken away your sin; you will not die.”

Reading 57
Have a Heart God Can Choose
Scripture — 1 Samuel 16:7: But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or his tall stature. I have not chosen him. For the LORD does not see people as people see them: people look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”
John 3:16: God so loved the people of the world that he gave them his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.

Acts 13:22: I have found David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart, who will do my will in everything.

Daniel 6:22: My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths so that they did not harm me, because I was innocent before God, and I have done you no harm, O king.

Title: Have a Heart God Can Choose
Theme: Three marks of a heart that meets the requirements.
Introduction
1. Have God’s Spirit dwelling within.
1 Samuel 16:13: Samuel took the anointing oil in his horn and anointed him among his brothers. From that day onward, the Spirit of the LORD moved powerfully upon David.

2. Have a successful life.
Proverbs 4:23: Guard your heart above everything else you guard, because the outcomes of your life flow from it.

3. Have no deceit in your heart.
John 1:47: When Jesus saw Nathanael coming, he pointed him out and said, “Look, a true Israelite, in whose heart there is no deceit.”

Outline
I. Continually believe and obey God
John 3:16: “Believe”—πιστευων, present participle of πιστευω.
1. Do not rely on what your eyes see.
Job 19:25: I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.

2. Withstand testing.
Genesis 22:12: The angel said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy. Do not harm him at all! Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”

3. Be willing to do your utmost.
John 11:44: The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped in cloth and his face covered with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him and let him go!”

II. Be willing to do God’s will
Acts 13:22: “Do God’s will in everything.”
1. Do not follow the crowd.
Joshua 24:15: As for me and my household, we will certainly serve the LORD.

2. Only then can you be healed.
2 Kings 5:14: Then Naaman went down and, according to the man of God’s words, washed in the Jordan seven times. His flesh was restored like a little child’s flesh, and he was clean.

3. Have ordinary common sense.
John 4:29: Come and see! A man has told me everything I have ever done. Could this be the Christ?

III. Have a clear conscience
Daniel 6:22: “Because I was innocent before God.”
1. Do nothing that troubles your conscience.
Genesis 39:9: Because you are his wife. How could I do this great evil and sin against God?

2. For the wages of sin are death.
Romans 6:23: For the wages of sin are death, but God’s gift is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

3. Fear losing salvation.
1 Corinthians 9:27: I discipline my body and make it submit to me, lest after preaching the gospel to others I myself should be rejected.

Reading 58
Having a heart that knows to give thanks to God
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
Text:     Ps. 116: 8 For thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from tears, and my
feet from falling.  9. I will walk before the LORD in the land of the living.
13. I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the LORD.
14. I will pay my vows unto the LORD now in the presence of all his people.
Title :   Having a heart that knows to give thanks to God
Theme : There are three things that a thanks giver must do
Introduction: 1.  The ability to express gratitude to the grace giver, is given by God.
e.g.
The good examples of ravens & sheeps.
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
The raven feeds its parents in return, and the lamb kneels to receive milk.
2. It is the Lord’s will for God’s people to give thanks.
Lk. 17:17 And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are
the nine?
3. One must do his/her best in giving thanks.
Jn. 12:11Because that by reason of him many of the Jews went away, and believed
on Jesus.
Outline
V. 9 “ walk in the land  of living”
Willing to walk on the road that leads to life.
1. I may live in  understanding.
Ps. 119:144 The righteousness of thy testimonies is everlasting: give me
understanding, and I shall live.
2. So that one may  have Holy Spirit in heart.
1 Samuel 16:14: The Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD troubled him.

3. Making one’s body as the slave of one’s new life.
ICo. 9:27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any
means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.
Calling on the name of the Lord ”
Giving glory to the true God.
1. It is God’s objective of the creatures creating.
Isa.43 Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory,
I have formed him; yea, I have made him.
2. So that one may have God’s presence.
Ac. 16:25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and
the prisoners heard them.   26.  And suddenly there was a great
earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and
immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed.
3. Having  the virtue of a righteous.
Ps. 97:12 Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous; and give thanks at the remembrance of
his holiness.
Fulfilling my vows to the Lord
1. One  must fulfill his/her  vows to the Lord.
Ecc.  5:4 When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no
pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed.
2. So that one may received what he/her has asked the Lord for.
1Sa. 1:17 Then Eli answered and said, Go in peace: and the God of Israel grant thee
thy petition that thou hast asked of him.
3. Forgetting not  God’s grace and violating not God’s righteousness.
1Sa 1:21 And the man Elkanah, and all his house, went up to offer unto the LORD the
yearly sacrifice, and his vow.
Reading 59
Know Who Jesus Is
Scripture — John 14:6: Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me.”
Title: Know Who Jesus Is
Theme: Three revelations in Jesus’ introduction of himself.
Introduction
1. Receiving revelation is better than guessing wildly.
John 4:26: Jesus said, “I who am speaking with you am he!”

2. Only then can you enter the Lord’s Paradise.
Luke 23:43: Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

3. Be willing to receive the Holy Spirit’s prompting.
Luke 2:27: Moved by the Holy Spirit, he entered the temple, just as Jesus’ parents brought in the child to do what the law required.

Outline
I. Jesus is the living way
Verse 6: “The way.”
1. He is the living way into the Most Holy Place.
Hebrews 10:19–20: Brothers, since through the blood of Jesus we can enter the Most Holy Place with confidence, 20. by the new and living way he has opened for us through the curtain, which is his body.

2. Have sins forgiven and escape destruction.
Isaiah 6:7: He touched my mouth with the coal and said, “Look, this coal has touched your lips. Your iniquity has been removed and your sin has been forgiven.”

3. Be willing to enter the narrow gate and walk the righteous way.
Matthew 7:14: The gate leading to eternal life is narrow and the road is small, and few find it.

II. Jesus is the advocate
“Paraclete” (one who speaks in defense). Verse 6: “The truth.”
1. He is the Helper who practices the truth.
John 14:16: I will ask the Father, and the Father will give you another Helper (or “Counselor and Comforter”; the same rendering applies below), so that he may be with you forever.

2. Only by knowing the truth can you have freedom.
John 8:32: You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.

3. Obey the Holy Spirit of truth.
John 14:17: He is the Holy Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees nor knows him. But you know him, because he is always with you and will also be within you.

III. Jesus is eternal life
Verse 6: “Life.”
1. He is the life of resurrection that endures forever.
John 11:25–26: Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, though they die, will live again. 26. Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

2. Jesus is the essence of life.
John 11:25: “I am the life.” (The source prints the Greek as Εγω ειμι η ςων; its English and Chinese glosses both say, “I am the life.”)

3. Believe in the Lord Jesus while you are alive.
John 11:26: Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.

Reading 60
Blessed in God’s Eyes
Scripture — Psalm 32:1–2: Blessed is the person whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin is covered! 2. Blessed is the person in whose heart there is no deceit and whom the LORD does not count as guilty!
Title: Be Blessed in God’s Eyes
Theme: Three things a truly blessed person will do.
Introduction
A. Accept God’s choosing.
Luke 1:46–48: Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord; 47. my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; 48. because he has looked upon the lowliness of his servant. From now on, all generations will call me blessed.”

B. Rejoice because of your blessings.
Deuteronomy 26:11: You, the Levites, and those residing among you must rejoice in all the blessings the LORD your God has given you and your household.

C. Choose the best portion.
Luke 10:42: But only one thing is indispensable. Mary has chosen that best portion, which cannot be taken away.

Outline
I. No longer rebel against God
Verse 1: “Whose transgression is forgiven.” “Transgression” (פשע).
1. Do not leave Jesus.
John 6:68: Simon Peter answered, “Lord, you have the words of eternal life; to whom else can we turn and follow?”

2. Jesus is life.
John 11:25: Jesus said to her, “Resurrection is in me, and life is also in me. Whoever believes in me, though dead, will certainly rise from the dead.”

3. Receive guidance from a distinguished teacher.
John 1:37: The two disciples heard his words and followed Jesus.

II. Be willing to glorify the true God
Verse 1: “Whose sin is covered.” “Sin” (הטאת).
1. Hit the target of life.
Judges 20:16: Among all the troops were seven hundred chosen elite soldiers who could sling stones at a person without missing by a hair.

2. People ought to glorify God.
Psalm 100:4: Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise. Thank him and bless his name!

3. Praise God at all times.
Acts 16:25: At about midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and all the prisoners listened attentively.

III. Be willing to practice the truth
Verse 2: “Does not count as guilty.” “Sin/guilt” (עון).
1. Do not knowingly do wrong.
Genesis 39:9: Because you are his wife. How could I do this great evil and sin against God?

2. Avoid an uneasy conscience.
Genesis 4:13: Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is too heavy, beyond what I can bear.”

3. Do not be deceitful.
John 1:47: Jesus saw Nathanael coming and said of him, “Look, this is a true Israelite; there is no deceit in his heart.”

Reading 61
Have Initiative
Scripture — John 1:35: The next day, John was again standing there with two disciples.
John 1:37: The two disciples heard his words and followed Jesus.

John 1:41: He first found his own older brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah.” (Messiah, translated, is Christ.)

Title: Have Initiative
Theme: Three things a person with initiative will do.
Introduction
A. Do God’s will.
Joshua 24:15: As for me and my household, we will certainly serve the LORD.

B. Only then can you receive salvation.
Matthew 7:21: “Not everyone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord’ can enter the kingdom of heaven; only those who do the will of my Father in heaven can enter.”

C. Be willing to believe firmly to the end.
John 3:16: God loved the people of the world so much that he gave them his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish, but receive eternal life.

Philippians 4:13: Through the one who gives me strength, I can do all things.

Outline
I. Choose to aim higher
Verse 35: “John stood there with two disciples.”
1. Grow to be of high quality.
1 Samuel 17:49: David took a stone from his bag with his hand, slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone entered his forehead, and he fell face down on the ground.

2. Be able to be chosen by God.
Acts 13:22: I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after my own heart, who will do all my will.

3. Receive the Holy Spirit’s power.
Acts 2:4: They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other nations’ languages as the Holy Spirit gave them the ability to speak.

II. Carry out your teacher’s instructions
Verse 37: “They heard his words and followed Jesus.”
1. Follow the Holy Spirit’s prompting.
2 Kings 2:15: The disciples of the prophets who lived at Jericho saw him from the other side and said, “The spirit that moved Elijah has moved Elisha.” They came to meet him and bowed to the ground before him.

2. Be able to become a prophet.
2 Kings 9:1, 6: The prophet Elisha called a disciple of the prophets and instructed him, “Gird up your waist, take this bottle of anointing oil in your hand, and go to Ramoth-gilead.” 6. Jehu arose and entered the house. The young man poured the anointing oil on his head and said to him, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: ‘I anoint you king over Israel, the LORD’s people.’”

3. Meet God’s requirement.
2 Kings 2:10: If you see me when I am taken away from you, you will certainly receive it; otherwise, you certainly will not.

III. Know how to spread good news
Verse 41: “He found his own older brother and told him, ‘We have found the Messiah.’”
1. Proclaim the Savior’s birth.
Luke 2:10–11: The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! I bring you news of great joy that concerns all people. 11. For today in the city of David a Savior has been born for you, who is Christ the Lord.”

2. Bring people life.
1 Corinthians 4:15: Though you who learn Christ have ten thousand teachers, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I begot you through the “good news” (Ευαγγελιου).

3. Spread the angel’s words.
Luke 2:17: Having seen this, they spread what the angel had said about this child.

Reading 62
Choosing to Walk in the Lord’s Way
Scripture: Isaiah 55:7–11
7 Let the wicked forsake their ways and the unrighteous put away their thoughts. Let them return to the LORD, and he will have compassion on them; let them return to our God, for God will abundantly pardon.
8 The LORD says: My thoughts are not your thoughts, and my ways are not your ways.
9 As the heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.
10 Rain and snow come down from heaven and do not return there, but water the earth, making it sprout and bear fruit, providing seed for the sower and food for the eater.
11 So it is with the word that comes from my mouth: it will never return empty, but will accomplish what pleases me and will prosper in the task for which I send it. (“For which I send it” may also be translated “which I have appointed.”)
Title: Choosing to Walk in the Lord’s Way
Theme: Three truths that those who choose to walk in the Lord’s way must understand.
Introduction
A. Choose to receive God’s protection.
Daniel 6:22: “My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths, so that the lions did not hurt me, because I was innocent before God; nor have I done anything wrong before you, O king.”
B. Only then is the outcome eternal life.
Galatians 6:8: Those who sow to the flesh will reap corruption from the flesh; those who sow to the Holy Spirit will reap eternal life from the Holy Spirit.
C. Give God first place.
Matthew 6:33: Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.
Outline
I. The Lord’s way is the way of righteousness
Verse 7: “The unrighteous must put away their thoughts.”
1. Fear God in everything.
Acts 10:22: They said, “Cornelius the centurion is a righteous man who fears God and is praised by the whole Jewish nation.”
2. Bring salvation to the whole household.
Hebrews 11:7: By faith Noah, warned by God about things not yet seen, responded with reverent fear and prepared an ark to save his whole household.
3. There are things a servant of the Lord will not do.
Genesis 39:9: “Because you are his wife. How could I do this great evil and sin against God?”
II. The Lord’s way is higher than human ways
Verse 9: “My ways are higher than your ways.”
1. Human plans cannot compare with heaven’s plans.
Genesis 22:16–17: “The LORD says: ‘Because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I swear by myself: I will surely bless you greatly and multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven and the sand by the sea. Your descendants will possess the gates of their enemies.’”
2. Receive the LORD’s blessing.
Genesis 26:12: Isaac sowed in that land and reaped a hundredfold that year. The LORD blessed him.
3. Praise God in everything.
Acts 16:25: About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and the other prisoners were listening attentively.
III. We must please the Lord
Verse 11: “Accomplish what pleases me.”
1. Be willing to offer your body.
Romans 12:1: Therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God I urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; serving him in this way is your reasonable service.
2. Only then can one enter God’s kingdom.
Matthew 7:21: “Not everyone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; only those who do the will of my Father in heaven will enter.”
3. Be willing to set yourself aside.
Luke 5:5: Simon said, “Master, we have worked hard all night and caught nothing. But in obedience to your word, I will let down the nets.”
Reading 63
Participate in the Creator’s Great Plan
Scripture — Ephesians 1:5, 11, 13–14: 5. Because he loved us, he predestined us to receive the status of sons through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will. 11. In him we also obtained (or: became) an inheritance; this was predestined according to the purpose of the one who acts and does all things according to his own will. 13. You heard the word of truth, the gospel that saves you, and believed in Christ. Having believed in him, you were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit. 14. The Holy Spirit is the guarantee (the original word means “pledge”) of our inheritance, until God’s people (the original wording is “possession”) are redeemed, so that his glory may be praised.
Title: Participate in the Creator’s Great Plan
Theme: Three decisions of a wise person.
Introduction
A. Believe there is a Creator.
Ephesians 1:20: This is according to the great power and might he worked in Christ, raising him from the dead and seating him at his own right hand in heaven.

B. Only those who do the true God’s will can enter the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 7:21: “Not everyone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord’ can enter the kingdom of heaven; only those who do the will of my Father in heaven can enter.”

C. A truly wise person will follow in Noah’s footsteps.
Hebrews 11:7: By faith, Noah received God’s warning about things not yet seen, was moved with reverent fear, and prepared an ark to save his whole household. By this he condemned that generation and himself inherited the righteousness that comes from faith.

Outline
I. Become God’s child through Christ
Verse 5: “Receive the status of sons through Jesus Christ.”
1. Become God’s adopted child.
Romans 8:23: Not only this, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Holy Spirit, also groan inwardly, waiting to receive the status of sons, that is, the redemption of our bodies.

2. Receive eternal life in the Lord.
Romans 6:23: For the wages of sin is death, but God’s gift, in Christ Jesus our Lord, is eternal life.

3. Be led by God’s Spirit.
Romans 8:14: For all who are led by God’s Spirit are God’s sons.

II. Receive an inheritance in the Lord
Verse 11: “In him we also obtained an inheritance.”
1. Have a guarantee of the inheritance.
Ephesians 1:14: This Holy Spirit is the guarantee (the original word means “pledge”) of our inheritance.

2. So that you can receive salvation.
2 Thessalonians 2:13: Brothers loved by the Lord, we ought always to thank God for you, because he chose you from the beginning, so that through believing the true word and being moved by the Holy Spirit to become holy, you can be saved.

3. Become holy through practicing the truth.
John 17:19: For their sake I set myself apart as holy, so that they too may become holy through the truth.

III. Receive the deposit on the inheritance
Verse 14: “This Holy Spirit is the guarantee of our receiving the inheritance.”
1. Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2:38: Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given.”

2. Only then can you belong to Christ.
Romans 8:9: If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, that person does not belong to Christ.

3. Be willing to obey the true God.
Acts 5:32: We bear witness to this; the Holy Spirit, whom God gives to those who obey, also bears witness to this.

Reading 64
Receive the Lord’s Nourishment
Scripture — Psalm 23:1–6: The LORD is my shepherd; I will lack nothing. 2. He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside waters where I can rest. 3. He revives my soul and leads me on paths of righteousness for his own name’s sake. 4. Even though I walk through the dark valley of the shadow of death, I do not fear harm, because you are with me; your rod and your staff both comfort me. 5. In the presence of my enemies you prepare a feast for me. You anoint my head with oil and make my cup of blessing overflow. 6. Grace and steadfast love will certainly follow me all my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
Title: Receive the Lord’s Nourishment
Theme: Three benefits of being nourished by the Lord.
Introduction
A. Choose to be the Lord’s sheep.
John 6:68: Simon Peter answered, “Lord, you have the words of eternal life; to whom else can we turn and follow?”

B. Receive abundant life.
John 10:10: The thief comes only to steal, kill and destroy. I came so that the sheep may have life, and have it more abundantly.

C. Be worthy of the Lord’s protection.
John 17:12: I also guarded them; none of them perished except the son of destruction, so that the words of Scripture might be fulfilled.

Outline
I. The soul is revived
Verse 3: “He revives my soul.”
1. Be willing to obey God.
Acts 9:8: Saul got up from the ground and opened his eyes, but could see nothing. Someone took him by the hand and led him into Damascus.

2. The Lord wants people to fulfill their responsibilities.
John 11:44: The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped in cloth and his face wrapped in a handkerchief. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him and let him go!”

3. Be willing to repent sincerely.
Luke 15:21: The son said, “Father! I have sinned against heaven and against you. From now on, I am not worthy to be called your son.”

II. Have God’s presence
Verse 4: “Because you are with me.”
1. There will certainly be greater results.
Luke 5:5–6: Simon said, “Master, we have worked all night and caught nothing. But in obedience to your word, I will let down the nets.” 6. They let down the nets and enclosed many fish, and the nets nearly broke.

2. Only then can you win the battle.
1 Samuel 17:47: The LORD does not give victory through sword or spear, for victory or defeat in battle depends entirely on the LORD.

3. Carry out the “Great Commission.”
Matthew 28:19–20: Go and make all nations my disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20. Teach them to observe everything I have commanded you, and I will always be with you, until the end of the world.

III. Have grace and steadfast love
Verse 6: “Grace and steadfast love follow me.”
1. Have the Lord’s nature.
Acts 11:26: For a whole year they gathered with the church and taught many people. It was at Antioch that the disciples were first called Christians.

2. God will certainly hear prayers.
John 15:16: You did not choose me; I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, so that your fruit may remain, and so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give you.

3. Have the Lord dwelling in your heart.
Galatians 2:20: I have been crucified with Christ. Now it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.

Reading 65
Obey the Lord’s Great Commission
Scripture — Matthew 28:19–20: Therefore go and make all nations my disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20. Teach them to observe everything I have commanded you, and I will always be with you, until the end of the world.
Title: Obey the Lord’s Great Commission
Theme: Three things disciples must do.
Introduction
A. Make people true disciples of the Lord.
Acts 19:6: Paul laid his hands on their heads, and the Holy Spirit came upon them; they spoke in tongues and prophesied.

B. Only those who have the Holy Spirit belong to Christ.
Romans 8:9: If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, that person does not belong to Christ.

C. Seriously put the Lord’s commands into practice.
Luke 5:5: Simon said, “Master, we have worked all night and caught nothing. But in obedience to your word, I will let down the nets.”

Outline
I. Proclaim as you go
Verse 19: “Go” — Having gone (πορευθεντες).
1. Follow the Lord’s leading.
Acts 8:5 [reference as printed]: Simon said, “Master, we have worked all night and caught nothing. But in obedience to your word, I will let down the nets.”

2. Only then can you bear fruit.
John 15:16: I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, so that your fruit may remain, and so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give you.

3. Obey the command.
Acts 8:27: Philip arose and went. Unexpectedly, there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch of great authority who was in charge of the treasury under Candace, queen of Ethiopia. He had gone to Jerusalem to worship.

II. Enter into a covenant with the Lord
Verse 19: “Baptize” — baptizing (βαπτιζοντες).
1. Have God in your heart.
Hebrews 8:10: This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel: I will put my laws within them and write them on their hearts; I will be their God, and they will be my people.

2. Only then is there joy.
Romans 14:17: For the kingdom of God does not consist of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

3. Obey the true God.
Acts 5:32: The Holy Spirit, whom God gives to those who obey, also bears witness to this.

III. Teach people to put the word into practice
Verse 20: “Teach” — teaching (διδασκοντες).
1. Receive the true word.
Acts 19:4–5: Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one who would come after him, that is, Jesus.” 5. When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

2. Only then can you be saved.
Mark 16:15–16: He also said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all peoples (the original wording for ‘all peoples’ is ‘all created beings’). 16. Whoever believes and is baptized will certainly be saved; whoever does not believe will be condemned.”

3. Spread the good news.
Luke 2:11, 16–17: For today in the city of David a Savior has been born for you, who is Christ the Lord. 16. They hurried away and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17. Having seen this, they spread what the angel had said about this child.

Reading 66
Truths the Saved Must Believe
Scripture — Acts 2:32: This Jesus, God has raised from the dead, and we all bear witness to this.
Acts 2:36: This Jesus whom you crucified, God has already made both Lord and Christ.

Acts 2:38: Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given.

Title: Truths the Saved Must Believe
Theme: Three truths.
Importance: Only those who practice the true word can be born again.
1 Peter 1:23: You have been born again, not from perishable seed, but from imperishable seed, through God’s living and enduring word.

Outline
I. Believe that Jesus rose from the dead
Verse 32: “God has raised him from the dead.”
1. Many people saw him.
1 Corinthians 15:6: Later he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive today.

2. He can raise people from the dead.
1 Corinthians 6:14: God has raised the Lord from the dead, and will also raise us by his own power.

3. Remain always in Christ.
1 Corinthians 15:22: In Adam all people died; likewise, in Christ all people will also rise from the dead.

II. Believe that the Lord has come
Verse 36: “God has already made him Lord and Christ.”
1. He came to take away people’s sins.
John 1:29: John saw Jesus coming to him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away (or: bears) the sins of the people of the world!”

2. Only then can you receive baptism with the Spirit.
John 1:33: He said to me, “The one on whom you see the Holy Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.”

3. Gladly follow the Lord.
John 1:37: The two disciples heard his words and followed Jesus.

III. Believe that you must receive the Holy Spirit
Verse 38: “You will certainly receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
1. Have the Holy Spirit’s power.
Acts 1:8: But when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will certainly receive power, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

2. Only then do you belong to Christ.
Romans 8:9: If God’s Spirit dwells in your hearts, you no longer belong to the flesh, but to the Holy Spirit. If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, that person does not belong to Christ.

3. Be willing to obey the true God.
Acts 5:32: The Holy Spirit, whom God gives to those who obey, also bears witness to this.

Reading 67
Fear the True God
Scripture — Psalm 34:7: The angel of the LORD camps around those who fear him and rescues them.
Psalm 34:9: Holy people of the LORD, fear him, for those who fear him lack nothing.

Psalm 34:11: Disciples, come and listen to my words! I will teach you the way of fearing the LORD.

Title: Fear the True God
Theme: Three marks of those who revere God.
Importance: Only then are you a wise person.
Psalm 111:10: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.

Outline
I. Receive God’s deliverance
Verse 7: “Camps around and rescues.”
1. God will rescue good people.
Psalm 41:1: Blessed is the person who cares for the poor! In the day of trouble, the LORD will certainly rescue him.

2. Because God has steadfast love.
Psalm 6:4: LORD, please turn back and rescue me! Save me because of your steadfast love.

3. Have clean hands and a pure heart.
Job 22:30: Even someone who is not innocent, God will rescue; through the cleanness of your hands, that person will be saved.

II. Experience God’s provision
Verse 9: “Lack nothing.”
1. Lack no good thing.
Psalm 34:10: Young lions still lack food and go hungry, but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing.

2. Receive grace from God.
Psalm 84:11: God is a sun and a shield; he will give grace and glory. He has never withheld any good thing from those who act uprightly.

3. Practice God’s righteousness.
Psalm 85:13: Righteousness will go before him and make his footsteps a path to walk.

III. Proclaim the way of revering God
Verse 11: “Teach you.”
1. Give glory to God.
Psalm 66:16: All who fear God, come and listen! I will tell what he has done for me.

2. Be able to receive honor.
Proverbs 15:33: The fear of the LORD is instruction in wisdom; humility must come before honor.

3. Dare to speak up for the Lord.
Luke 23:41: We deserve it, because what we suffer matches what we have done; but this man has not done a single bad thing.

Reading 68
Guard Your Heart
Scripture — Matthew 13:20–23: What was sown on rocky ground is the person who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy. 21. But because there is no root in the heart, it lasts only for a time; when trouble or persecution comes because of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22. What was sown among thorns is the person who hears the word, but later the cares of the world and the deception of riches crowd out the word, and it cannot bear fruit. 23. What was sown on good ground is the person who hears the word and understands it, and later bears fruit: a hundredfold, sixtyfold, or thirtyfold.
Title: Guard Your Heart
Importance — Proverbs 4:23: Guard your heart more than anything else you guard, because the results of your whole life flow from the heart.
Theme: Three things to do.
Introduction: Eternal life is in the human heart.
Ecclesiastes 3:11: God has made all things beautiful in their time, and has also placed eternal life in the hearts of people.

Outline
I. Do not let your heart become hard
Verse 21: “There is no root in the heart.”
1. Give your heart to God.
Proverbs 23:26: My son, give your heart to me.

2. Have a mature outlook.
1 Corinthians 14:20: In your thinking, always be mature.

3. Share the Lord’s heartfelt affection.
Philippians 1:8: Sharing the heartfelt affection of Christ Jesus, I deeply long for all of you.

II. Do not let your heart become worldly
Verse 22: “The deception of riches.”
1. Loving the world brings no benefit.
Ecclesiastes 5:10: Whoever loves abundance is not satisfied by gaining more. This too is vanity.

2. It has no eternal value.
Ecclesiastes 5:15: Just as he came naked from his mother’s womb, so he will depart naked.

3. Be willing to renew your outlook.
Ephesians 4:23: You must also have your thinking changed and made new.

III. Do not let your heart become corrupt
Verse 23: “Hears the word and understands it.”
1. Ask God to examine your heart.
Psalm 139:23: God, please search me and know my thoughts; test me and know my intentions.

2. Only then can your heart be at rest.
Psalm 116:7: My soul, return to rest, for the LORD has treated you with abundant grace.

3. Act according to the truth.
Psalm 26:3: For your steadfast love is always before my eyes, and I walk according to your truth.

Reading 69
Know That Heaven’s Will Cannot Be Defied
Scripture — Matthew 7:21: “Not everyone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord’ can enter the kingdom of heaven; only those who do the will of my Father in heaven can enter.”
Luke 22:42: He said, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup away. Yet let not my will be done, but your will.”

Luke 22:60: Peter said, “Man! I do not know what you are talking about!”

1 Timothy 1:15: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. This saying is trustworthy and worthy of full acceptance. Among sinners, I am the chief.

Title: Know That Heaven’s Will Cannot Be Defied
Theme: Three expressions of heaven’s will that the Lord wants disciples to carry out.
Importance: The Lord requires disciples to be examples to everyone.
1 Timothy 4:12: Do not let anyone look down on you because you are young, but in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, be an example to believers.

Outline
I. Do God’s will
Luke 22:42: “But let your will be done.”
1. Bring people life.
John 10:10: I came so that the sheep (or: people) may have life, and have it more abundantly.

2. Know your own strength.
John 18:36: My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my kingdom belonged to this world, my servants would fight so that I would not be handed over to the Jews.

3. Dare to resist the devil.
James 4:7: Submit to God. Be sure to resist the devil, and the devil will flee from you.

II. Have spiritual wisdom
Luke 22:60: “Peter said, ‘I do not know what you are talking about.’”
1. Be faithful to Jesus.
John 18:10: Simon Peter carried a sword. He drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear.

2. Know who Jesus is.
Luke 5:5: Simon said, “Master, we have worked all night and caught nothing. But in obedience to your word, I will let down the nets.”

3. Truly love Jesus.
John 21:17: Peter was grieved because Jesus asked him for the third time, “Do you love me?” He said to Jesus, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.”

III. Be willing to recognize your error and turn back
1 Timothy 1:15: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. Among sinners, I am the chief.”
1. Be willing to obey the true God.
Acts 9:8: Saul got up from the ground and opened his eyes, but could see nothing. Someone took him by the hand and led him into Damascus.

2. Be able to rejoice at the very end.
2 Timothy 4:8: From now on, the crown of righteousness is stored up for me, which the Lord who judges righteously will give me on that day.

3. Have spiritual vision.
Acts 16:25: At about midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and all the prisoners listened attentively.

Reading 70
Conditions for Entering the Kingdom of Heaven
Scripture — Matthew 7:21: “Not everyone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord’ can enter the kingdom of heaven; only those who do the will of my Father in heaven can enter.”
Matthew 5:3: Blessed are the humble in spirit, for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.

Matthew 24:14: This gospel of the kingdom will be preached throughout the world as a witness to all nations, and only then will the end come.

Matthew 3:2: The kingdom of heaven is near; you should repent!

Title: Conditions for Entering the Kingdom of Heaven
Theme: Three qualities of the new life required of those who wish to enter the kingdom of heaven.
Introduction: Because the Greek word βασιλεια has both the meaning “kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 3:2) and “reign as king” (Luke 1:33), everyone who wishes to enter the kingdom of heaven must have a new life willing to let the Lord Jesus reign as king.
Importance: Receiving new life was the purpose for which the Lord came into the world.
John 10:10: I came so that the sheep (or: people) may have life, and have it more abundantly.

Outline: Three qualifications for entering the kingdom of heaven
I. Do not think too highly of yourself
Matthew 5:3: Blessed are the humble in spirit, for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.
1. Be contrite in heart and spirit.
Isaiah 57:15: I dwell with those who are contrite and humble in spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble.

2. Only then can you receive honor.
Proverbs 29:23: A person’s pride will bring him low; the humble in heart will receive honor.

3. Know how to fear the true God.
Isaiah 66:2: But the person I watch over is the one who is humble, contrite and trembles at my word.

II. Wait for the Lord’s return
Matthew 24:14: This gospel of the kingdom will be preached throughout the world as a witness to all nations, and only then will the end come.
1. He comes to receive those who are born again.
John 14:3: If I go and prepare a place for you, I will certainly come again and receive you to where I am.

2. This was foretold by the prophet.
Daniel 7:13–14: I watched in the visions of the night and saw one like a son of man coming with the clouds of heaven. 14. He received authority, glory and a kingdom. His authority is eternal; his kingdom will never be destroyed.

3. Be willing to strive to enter.
Matthew 11:12: From the time of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven is entered by striving, and those who strive obtain it.

III. Be willing to repent sincerely
Matthew 3:2: The kingdom of heaven is near; you should repent!
1. Believe the message of forgiveness of sins.
Luke 24:47: And in his name people must preach the message of repentance and forgiveness of sins, beginning at Jerusalem and extending to all nations.

2. God wants people to repent.
Mark 1:15: He said, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the gospel!”

3. Be willing to be honest with God.
1 Timothy 1:15: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. This saying is trustworthy. Among sinners, I am the chief.

Reading 71
The lessons that God’s servants should learn.
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
Text: Jnh 2:6 yet hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O LORD my God.
Jnh 2:9 But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving .
Jnh 3:4 And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and
said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.
Jnh 4:10 Then said the LORD, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which
thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow; which came up in a night,
and perished in a night:
11. And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than
sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right
hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?
The lessons that God’s servants should learn.
There are three lessons that God’s servants must learn
so that one may become the Lord’s disciples
Be professional as Peter was.
Ac. 2:41  the same day there were added unto them about  three thousand souls.
Outline
I. Know how to give thanks for the grace that saved your life
Jonah 2:9: “Sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving.”
1. Walk in the land of the living
Ps. 116:8  For thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from tears, and
my feet from falling. 9. I will walk before the LORD in the land of the living.
2. For this is what the Lord wants
Isa.43:7  Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for
my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him.
3. Let God receive all glories.
Ps。116：13 I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the LORD。
II. Be willing to carry out God’s command
Jonah 3:4: He proclaimed, “In forty more days, Nineveh will be overthrown.”
1. Receiving the Lord’s inspiration
Ac。16：14 whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things
which were spoken of Paul.
2. So that one may receive the Holy Spirit.
Ac。5：32 And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy
Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him.
3. Willing to accept good admonition
2Ki。5：14 Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan,
according to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again
like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.
III. Have God’s compassion in your heart
Jonah 4:11: “There are more than 120,000 people unable to distinguish their left hand from their right; should I not cherish them?”
1. Having the Godly nature
Ps。116：5 Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; yea, our God is merciful.
2. God will pay back the good deed.
Pr。19：17He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD; and that
which he hath given will he pay him again.
3. Willing to forsake one’s sins.
Pr.28：13He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and
forsaketh them shall have mercy.
Reading 72
Honor Your Father
Scripture — Matthew 6:9: Pray like this: Our Father in heaven, may all people honor your name as holy.
Luke 15:18: I will get up, go to my father and say to him, “Father! I have sinned against heaven and against you.”

Philippians 2:22: But you know Timothy’s proven character: he has labored with me to advance the gospel, treating me as a son treats his father.

Title: Honor Your Father
Theme: Three things those who honor their father will do.
Introduction: Those who honor their father can receive his love.
Psalm 103:11: As high as heaven is above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him!

Importance: Be able to establish a good relationship with the Father.
Psalm 25:14: The LORD is close to those who fear him.

Outline
I. Know how to pray to the heavenly Father
Matthew 6:9: Pray like this: Our Father in heaven, may people honor your name as holy.

1. The heavenly Father is an “adoptive Father.”
Romans 8:23: We who have the firstfruits of the Holy Spirit also groan inwardly, waiting to receive the status of sons, that is, the redemption of our bodies.

2. For he owns everything.
Matthew 6:13: For the kingdom, the power and the glory are all yours, forever.

3. In the name of the Lord Jesus.
Acts 19:5: When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

II. Know how to apologize to your birth father
Luke 15:18: I will go to my father and say, “Father! I have sinned against heaven and against you.”

1. Be willing to confess sin and correct your faults.
Luke 15:21: “Father! I have sinned against heaven and against you. From now on, I am not worthy to be called your son.”

2. It is the grave offense of “rebellion.”
2 Kings 1:1: After Ahab died, Moab rebelled against Israel.

Psalm 32:1: Blessed is the person whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin is covered!

3. Obey your father in the Lord.
Ephesians 6:1: Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.

III. Know how to labor alongside your teacher
Philippians 2:22: He has labored with me to advance the gospel, treating me as a son treats his father.

1. Together seek the Lord’s concerns.
Philippians 2:21 [printed reference]: Others all seek their own concerns, not those of Jesus Christ. But you know Timothy’s proven character.

2. Only then can you train an outstanding disciple.
2 Timothy 4:11: When you come, bring Mark with you, because he is useful to me in preaching (or: serving me).

3. Be willing never to leave or abandon.
John 19:27: He also said to that disciple, “Look, your mother!” From then on, that disciple took her into his own home.

Reading 73
Become a Genuine Person of God
Scripture — Acts 14:15 [printed reference]: We preach the gospel to you so that you may turn to the living God who created heaven, earth and all things. Yet he has not failed to show evidence of himself, for example by continually showing grace and filling your hearts with joy.
Title: Become a Genuine “Person of God”
Theme: Three marks of a genuine person of God.
Introduction: Only with a sincere heart can one become a “person of God.”
Acts 19:2: They answered, “No; we have not even heard that the Holy Spirit has been given.”

Importance: Only then will the Lord work with you.
Mark 16:20: The disciples went out and proclaimed the gospel everywhere. The Lord worked with them, confirming the word they preached through the miracles that followed.

Outline
I. Know how to spread good news
Verse 15: “We preach good news to you.”
1. God has a great plan.
Ephesians 1:10: According to his arrangement, when the time is fulfilled, all things in heaven and on earth are to be brought together into one in Christ.

2. Those who obey heaven receive life.
Luke 23:43: Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

3. Withstand testing.
Job 42:5: In the past I had heard of you by hearsay; now my own eyes have seen you.

II. Be able to lead people to the Lord
Verse 15: “So that you may turn to the living God.”
1. Learn from Caleb.
Numbers 14:24: But because my servant Caleb has a different spirit and follows me wholeheartedly, I will bring him into the land he visited, and his descendants will certainly inherit that land.

2. Receive the Holy Spirit’s power.
Acts 5:32: The Holy Spirit, whom God gives to those who obey, also bears witness to this.

3. Make the right decision.
Acts 8:36: The eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?”

III. Be willing to yield to the evidence
Verse 17: “God has not failed to show evidence.”
1. There is trustworthy evidence.
Acts 17:31: And he raised him from the dead, providing trustworthy evidence to all people.

2. Believe that Jesus is Lord.
Acts 2:36: This Jesus whom you crucified, God has already made both Lord and Christ.

3. Be willing to confess your sins sincerely.
Isaiah 6:5: Then I said, “Woe! I am ruined! For I am a person of unclean lips.”

Reading 74
Have Qualities That Can Lead People to the Lord
Scripture — Acts 11:24: Barnabas was a good man, filled with the Holy Spirit and great faith. So many people submitted to the Lord.
Title: Have Qualities That Can Lead People to the Lord
Theme: Three good qualities that believers must have.
Importance: Only the righteous can receive life through faith.
Romans 1:17: As Scripture says, “The righteous shall live by faith.”

Introduction: “Displaying a sheep’s head while selling dog meat”—offering something different from what one claims—has no effect.
Revelation 21:27: Nothing unclean, and no one who does abominable or deceitful things, may ever enter that city. Only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life may enter.

Outline
I. Be a good person
Verse 24: “A good man.”
1. Treat God’s servants kindly.
Acts 9:27: But Barnabas welcomed him and brought him to the apostles, recounting how he had seen the Lord on the road, how the Lord had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly in the name of Jesus in Damascus.

2. Truly have God’s love.
Acts 16:34: He and his whole household were very joyful because they had believed in God.

3. Extend love to those connected with the one you love.
John 19:27: Then he said to that disciple, “Look, your mother!” From then on, that disciple took her into his own home.

II. Have the Holy Spirit in your heart
Verse 24: “Filled with the Holy Spirit.”
1. Do not dare to sin against God.
Genesis 39:9: “How could I do this great evil and sin against God?”

2. Only then have the Spirit in your heart.
1 Samuel 16:14: The Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD came and troubled him.

3. Follow the Holy Spirit’s leading.
Romans 8:14: All who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.

III. Be able to lead people to the Lord
Verse [number not supplied]: “Many people submitted to the Lord.”
1. Have the power of the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2:41: Then those who received his words were baptized. That day, about three thousand people were added to the disciples.

2. It is the Lord’s requirement.
Matthew 28:19: Therefore, go and make people of all nations my disciples, administering [baptism] to them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

3. Live out the Lord Christ.
Galatians 2:20: I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ [lives] in me.

Reading 75
Be a Good Spiritual Soldier
Scripture — 1 Timothy 6:12: Fight the good fight for the word of truth and take hold of eternal life. You were called to this, and you have already made the good confession before many witnesses.
Title: Be a Good Spiritual Soldier
Theme: The Lord has three requirements for spiritual soldiers.
Importance: Only those who do God’s will can enter the “kingdom of heaven” (βασιλεια = “Kingdom” or “Royal reign”).
Matthew 7:21: “Not everyone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord’ can enter the kingdom of heaven. Only those who do the will of my Father in heaven can enter.”

Outline
I. Endure suffering
2 Timothy 2:3: “Share in suffering with me, like a good soldier of Christ.”

1. Suffer for doing good.
1 Peter 2:20: If you can endure suffering for doing good, this is pleasing in God’s sight.

2. Be able to be chosen by God.
Isaiah 48:10: I have refined you, but not as silver is refined; I have chosen you in the furnace of affliction.

3. Count it a privilege to suffer.
2 Timothy 1:12: For this reason I also suffer these things. Yet I am not ashamed.

II. Keep the rules
2 Timothy 2:5: “Anyone who competes in the arena cannot receive the crown unless he follows the rules.”

1. Do not be entangled in worldly affairs.
2 Timothy 2:4: No one serving as a soldier becomes entangled in worldly affairs, so that he may please the one who enlisted him.

2. Only then is there a good outcome.
2 Peter 2:20: If, after escaping the world’s defilements through knowing the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they become entangled in them again and are overcome, their final condition is worse than their former one.

3. Exercise self-control.
1 Corinthians 9:25: Everyone who competes for victory exercises self-control in everything. They do it merely to receive a perishable crown, but we do it to receive an imperishable crown.

III. Desire to receive the crown
1 Corinthians 9:25: “But we do it to receive an imperishable crown.”
1. Long for the Lord’s return.
2 Timothy 4:8: From now on, a crown of righteousness is kept for me, which the Lord, who judges righteously, will give me on that day—not only to me, but also to everyone who longs for his appearing.

2. Receive a great reward.
Matthew 5:12: Rejoice and be glad, because your reward in heaven is great.

3. Be willing to fulfill your duties faithfully.
2 Timothy 4:7–8: I have fought the good fight, finished the course I was to run, and kept the faith. 8. From now on, a crown of righteousness is kept for me, which the Lord, who judges righteously, will give me on that day—not only to me, but also to everyone who longs for his appearing.

Reading 76
Receive the Gift of the Holy Spirit — Shorter Outline
Scripture — John 7:37–39: On the last day of the festival, Jesus stood and cried aloud, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 38. Whoever believes in me—as the Scripture says—rivers of living water will flow from within him.” 39. Jesus was speaking about the Holy Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive. At that time the Holy Spirit had not yet been given, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.
Title: Receive the Gift of the Holy Spirit
Theme: Three things those who receive the gift of the Holy Spirit must do.
Importance: Only then do you belong to Christ.
Romans 8:9: Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Christ.

Outline
I. You must long for the Lord
Verse 37.
1. Deeply desire to receive the Holy Spirit.
John 4:15: The woman said, “Sir, please give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come so far to draw water.”

2. Only then can you have true joy.
Acts 13:52: The disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.

3. Follow the Lord wholeheartedly.
2 Kings 2:10: Elijah said, “What you ask is difficult to obtain. Nevertheless, if you see me when I am taken away from you, you will certainly receive it; otherwise, you will not.”

II. You must believe and obey the Lord
Verse 38.
1. Be willing to believe and obey the true word.
Romans 1:5: To bring people among all nations to believe and obey the true word for his name.

2. This is a condition for receiving the Spirit.
Acts 5:32: The Holy Spirit, whom God gives to those who obey him, also bears witness to these things.

3. Be willing to do what the Lord commands.
Acts 9:8: Saul got up from the ground and opened his eyes, but he could see nothing. Someone took him by the hand and led him into Damascus.

III. You must praise the Lord
Verse 39.
1. Praise God wherever you are.
Acts 16:25: About midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns in praise of God, and the other prisoners were listening.

2. God will surely work with you.
Acts 16:29: The jailer called for lights, rushed in, and fell trembling before Paul and Silas.

3. Triumph through praise.
2 Chronicles 20:21–22: After consulting the people, Jehoshaphat appointed singers to praise the LORD, saying, “Give thanks to the LORD, for his steadfast love endures forever!” 22. As the people began singing and praising, the LORD sent ambushers to strike down those who came to attack—the Ammonites, Moabites, and people of Mount Seir—and they were defeated.

Reading 77
Receive the Gift of the Holy Spirit — Longer Outline
Scripture — John 7:37–39: On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and cried aloud, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 38. Whoever believes in me—as the Scripture says—rivers of living water will flow from within him.” 39. Jesus was speaking about the Holy Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive. At that time the Holy Spirit had not yet been given, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.
Title: Receive the Gift of the Holy Spirit
Theme: Three prerequisites for receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Introduction: Like a vine and its branches.
John 15:5: I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears much fruit.

Importance: Only then do you belong to Christ.
Romans 8:9: If God’s Spirit lives in your hearts, you do not belong to the flesh but to the Holy Spirit. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Christ.

Outline
I. Long for the Lord
Verse 37: “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me.”
1. Desire to receive the Holy Spirit.
John 4:15: The woman said, “Sir, please give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come so far to draw water.”

2. Be able to cast out demons and heal the sick.
1 John 4:4: You belong to God and have overcome them, because the one within you is greater than the one in the world.

3. Dare to ask God.
2 Kings 2:9: Elisha said, “May the spirit that moves you move me with a double portion.”

II. Be willing to believe and obey the Lord
Verse 38: “Those who believe: rivers of living water will flow from within them.”
1. Be willing to believe and follow the Lord.
Acts 5:32: The Holy Spirit, whom God gives to those who obey him, also bears witness to these things.

2. Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2:38: Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

3. Have a teachable heart.
Acts 18:26: He spoke boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him in and explained God’s way to him in greater detail.

III. Be willing to praise the Lord
Verse 39: “At that time the Holy Spirit had not yet been given, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.”
1. Praise God wholeheartedly.
Acts 16:25: About midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns in praise of God, and the other prisoners were listening.

2. Move God’s hand to act.
Acts 16:29: The jailer called for lights, rushed in, and fell trembling before Paul and Silas.

3. Triumph through praise.
2 Chronicles 20:21–22: After consulting the people, Jehoshaphat appointed singers to praise the LORD. He had them dress in sacred robes and go before the army, praising the LORD and saying, “Give thanks to the LORD, for his steadfast love endures forever!” 22. As the people began singing and praising, the LORD sent ambushers to strike down the Ammonites, Moabites, and people of Mount Seir who had come to attack Judah, and they were defeated.

Reading 78
Carry Out the Lord’s Commands
Scripture — Matthew 10:7–10: As you go, preach, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is near!” 8. Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those with leprosy, and cast out demons. 9. Do not carry gold, silver, or copper coins in your money belts. 10. Do not take a bag for the journey, or two coats, or shoes, or a staff, because a worker is entitled to food.
Title: Carry Out the Lord’s Commands
Theme: Three commands of the Lord.
Introduction: It is easy to serve as an imperially commissioned envoy.
Importance: Only then can you enter the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 7:21: Not everyone who calls me “Lord, Lord” can enter the kingdom of heaven. Only those who do the will of my Father in heaven can enter.

Prerequisite: Be a true disciple of the Lord.
Outline
I. Preach as you go
Verse 7: “Preach as you go.”
1. Follow the Lord’s leading.
Acts 8:5: Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed Christ.

2. Have the Lord working with you.
Acts 16:14: She heard, and the Lord opened her heart so that she paid attention to what Paul was saying.

3. Proclaim the good news.
Acts 16:31: They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you and your household will be saved.”

II. Be able to cast out demons and heal the sick
Verse 8: “Heal the sick … cast out demons.”
1. Be sent by the Lord.
Acts 9:17: Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.

2. Be the Lord’s disciples.
Acts 2:1–3: When Pentecost came, the disciples were all gathered in one place. 2. Suddenly a sound came from heaven like a powerful wind blowing, filling the house where they were sitting. 3. Tongues like flames of fire appeared and separated, resting on each of their heads.

3. Have the Holy Spirit in your heart.
1 John 4:4: You belong to God and have overcome them, because the one within you is greater than the one in the world.

III. Live by faith
Verse 9: “Do not carry gold, silver, or copper coins.”
1. Do God’s will.
John 4:28–29: The woman left her water jar and went into the city to tell the people, 29. “Come and see! A man has told me everything I have ever done. Could this be the Christ?”

2. The greater the faith, the more is received.
2 Kings 4:6: When all the vessels were full, she said to her son, “Bring me another vessel.” Her son said, “There are no more vessels.” Then the oil stopped.

3. Truly fear God.
Genesis 22:12: “Do not lay your hand on the boy. Do not harm him at all! Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”
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Preface
The fact that there is a “Creator” in the world cannot be denied, because where there are created things there must be a “Lord who creates” (Romans 1:20). That the Creator has a “long-term plan” comes from the Creator’s revelation (Ephesians 1:10–11). The Creator wants people to choose whether they are willing to have a share in his eternal kingdom (John 3:16). Everyone who is willing must “work out salvation” (Philippians 2:12), so as to receive the salvation of their soul. Since the original language of the New Testament is Greek, those willing to “work out salvation” must understand the original meaning of the Greek “work out” (κατεγεσθε, pres. imper.). Since “pres.” means that the action of “working out” is in the “present continuous tense,” and “imper.” means that the action is in the “imperative mood,” the original meaning of “work out salvation” should therefore be: “One must continually work out salvation.” Because the disciple Judas did not continually work out salvation, he became a “son of perdition” in the Lord’s eyes (John 17:12). This shows that those who do not work out salvation cannot receive salvation, even if they have once been the Lord’s disciples.
From ancient times to the present, there has been no shortage of people who have not been saved. Among the unsaved there are even those who can cast out demons (Matthew 7:22–23) and preachers who teach heresy (Galatians 1:9). Toward the end of the last century, there was a church pastor in Southern California in the United States named 雅各仲斯 (printed in English as “Jim Jone”). In November 1978 he took many [people] to Guyana in South America to commit mass suicide; as a result, nine hundred people died unnatural deaths. Logically speaking, such a pastor should be regarded as a person possessed by demons, not as someone born again and saved.
Since so many people in the world today have still not truly received the salvation of their souls, I have written this book, *Receiving the salvation truly*, to share with readers seven good qualities that those who receive salvation must possess. May readers pursue sanctification, so that they have the new life that enables a person to “truly receive salvation.” To this end, I offer the following seven-character quatrain as mutual encouragement.
Receiving the salvation truly
Hear the quiet voice of God’s Spirit (Luke 15:17);  
The prodigal turns back and receives new life (Luke 15:20).  
May you also have this wisdom (Luke 15:18),  
So that you may receive true salvation (2 Corinthians 5:17).
Part One — Believe and Obey the Good News
The “good news” refers to the message of great joy that the angel brought to the shepherds concerning Jesus’ birth as a human being, as Savior and as Christ the Lord (Luke 2:11). The Greek for “good news,” ευαγγελιον, originally means that God’s plan to save sinners has arrived; from this point people can make the new covenant with God and thereby become God’s people (Hebrews 8:10). Religious people today have changed the translation of “good news” to 福音 (*fuyin*, “tidings of blessing,” the customary Chinese word for “gospel”), contrary to the original meaning of the Bible in its original language. This irresponsible translation changes the “good” of a transformed life through believing in the Lord into the “blessing” of improved living circumstances through believing in the Lord. This mistaken choice is the cause of today’s secularized churches and church members who have not been born again. Since God’s people perish through ignorance (Hosea 4:6), believers who want eternal life must make the following three responses to God’s good news:
I. Respond to the Lord’s resurrection
For sinners in God’s eyes, both the Lord Jesus’ death and his resurrection from the dead are good news: his death was to take away their sins (John 1:29), and his resurrection was to give them credible evidence (Acts 17:31). Jesus’ resurrection from the dead proves that he is Christ the Lord. Although many people in the world are named “Jesus,” none of them can rise from the dead.
Believers today must learn from the three thousand people who turned to the Lord at the gathering in Jerusalem. Those three thousand believers were willing to be baptized into Christ because they heard the testimony that Jesus had risen from the dead (Acts 2:32–41). Because their faith rested on the fact that Jesus is the Christ, these true believers had the new life that enabled them to persevere in the apostles’ teaching, receive the Lord’s Supper, and attend prayer meetings (reference printed as “Acts 這:41–42”).
Believing that Jesus rose from the dead is an indispensable step in believing in the Lord. Because Peter believed in the Lord’s resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:5), his faith in and love for the Lord Jesus were real (John 21:15). Although Judas followed Jesus for many years, because he did not honor Jesus as the Christ (Matthew 26:16), he ultimately became a “son of perdition” in the Lord’s eyes (John 17:12).
II. Make the new covenant with the Lord
The “new covenant” is the agreement God makes with people (Romans 11:27) through the righteous one, Jesus (1 John 2:1), as “mediator” (Hebrews 9:15). Under the terms of the new covenant, God will take away the sins of those who confess them (Romans 11:27) and give the Holy Spirit to those who obey (Acts 5:32); people, for their part, must live out the new life in the Lord through the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 5:17). Those who make the new covenant with God must sincerely practice the true word to be worthy of being God’s people (Hebrews 8:10). The three thousand people baptized into the Lord at the Pentecost gathering in Jerusalem were model believers who had made the new covenant with God (Acts 2:41–42).
The evidence that a person has made a covenant with God is receiving the Holy Spirit, given by God as a gift, in the heart (Acts 2:38); the sign that the Holy Spirit lives in a person’s heart is joy in the heart that comes from the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17). Believers today must learn from the two believers who walked with the Lord on the road to Emmaus. Because they accepted the Lord’s teaching and received the Lord’s Supper that he gave them (Luke 24:27, 30), their sorrow turned to joy, and they turned back to carry out the Lord’s word (Luke 24:17–33).
III. Keep the apostles’ teaching
“Apostles” are messengers chosen by God (Acts 9:15). God’s good messengers will be like Paul, able to lead many people to the Lord (Acts 19:6). If believers today are willing to follow the example of the Ephesian believers and believe and obey Paul’s teaching, they too can become Christians who have been born again and saved, just as those believers did (Acts 19:5–6).
Qing Ping Yue
To proclaim the good news,  
You must experience it yourself.  
Lay aside your own interests;  
Give all your strength for the Lord.
The good news is not “tidings of blessing”;  
It proclaims the Lord’s coming.  
If you seek purity of faith,  
You must examine the Bible in its original language.
Part Two — Receive the Gift of the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit as a “gift, δωρεαν” means that all who are willing to obey God can receive the Holy Spirit as a “gift” from God (Acts 2:38). All who have the Holy Spirit in their hearts will carry out God’s will. Because the apostle Paul had the gift of the Holy Spirit in his heart, he could obey the Lord’s leading and go to Macedonia to proclaim the Lord’s “good news,” bringing it into Europe (Acts 16:7–15). God’s people must have God’s Spirit dwelling in their hearts, because only those who have the Holy Spirit in their hearts belong to Christ (Romans 8:9). Today many believers have only the Holy Spirit’s prompting in their hearts and not yet the Holy Spirit as a gift. Like the rich young man who asked the Lord Jesus how to obtain eternal life but was unwilling to follow him, they have not received the Holy Spirit as a gift (reference printed as “Mark :21–22”). All who have the gift of the Holy Spirit in their hearts will be like the three thousand believers baptized into the Lord at Pentecost: they will persevere in the apostles’ teaching (Acts 2:42). They will also be like Paul, having the Holy Spirit’s power to cast out demons and his joy (Acts 16:18, 25). Those who have only the Holy Spirit’s prompting must obey that prompting until God considers them worthy to receive the Holy Spirit. Because Saul listened to the Lord, willingly entered the city of Damascus, and waited for the Lord’s instructions, he finally passed the test and received the Holy Spirit whom the Lord gave him (Acts 9:17). All who have received the gift of the Holy Spirit will certainly have the following three results:
I. Be filled with the Holy Spirit
A person who has the Holy Spirit dwelling in the heart will use God’s love to love God and other people, because the Holy Spirit pours God’s love into people’s hearts (Romans 5:5). Barnabas was a man filled with the Holy Spirit (reference printed as Acts 12:24). At that time Paul had only recently believed in the Lord; because of his bad reputation for persecuting the church, believers treated him coldly. Only Barnabas was willing to welcome Paul and treat him as one of their own (Acts 9:27). Today there are many people who consider themselves filled with the Holy Spirit. Not only do they lack God’s love, they also lack the power to heal the sick, cast out demons, and lead people to be born again and saved. They can only “speak in tongues” and preach “prosperity theology,” specializing in deceiving the spiritually ignorant. They are filled with the world, not with the Holy Spirit.
II. Be able to be in Christ
Those filled with the Holy Spirit are directed by the Holy Spirit; therefore, through their willingness to be led by God, they become “sons of God” (Romans 8:14). Whether someone can become a son of God depends on their qualities, not their outward appearance. One of the criminals who believed in the Lord on the cross had the righteousness of turning from evil to what was right, and so entered the Lord’s paradise (Luke 23:42–43).
This shows that being in Christ depends on the quality of “righteousness,” not on performing religious ceremonies. For this very reason Scripture says that believers must become righteous people before they can live by faith (Romans 1:17). Simon of Samaria had no share in the Lord’s way because his heart was not right (reference printed as “Acts 也:21”); consequently, he could not receive eternal life in Christ (Romans 6:23). By contrast, the centurion Cornelius, who was willing to carry out the Lord’s word, could receive eternal life in the Lord Christ because he had become a righteous person (Romans 6:23).
III. Be able to lead people to the Lord
Leading people to the Lord is the Great Commission the Lord gave his disciples (Matthew 28:19–20). Because the Chinese Bible’s translation is mistaken, believers today overlook the following truths:
1. The Greek for “go,” πορευθεντες, is a “participle,” not a verb. Therefore it should be translated “when you go,” not “you must go.”
2. Since the Greek words for “baptizing” and “teaching” are also “participles,” the meaning of the verse should be: make people the Lord’s disciples through “baptism” and “teaching.”
The above translation, returning to the Bible’s original language, has two benefits:
1. It recovers the meaning that the Lord wants people to proclaim wherever they go.
2. “Making people the Lord’s disciples” is the ultimate purpose.
Most believers who have truly been born again can lead people to the Lord, because they proclaim the true word and have the Holy Spirit’s power. Philip, who led the Ethiopian eunuch to the Lord in the wilderness, was such a person (Acts 8:35–38).
Lang Tao Sha
Because the Spirit’s wind has been received,  
The face is full of smiles.  
From now on life has no cold winter.  
Lead people to the Lord and bear much fruit,  
Greatly used by the Lord.
Though coming and going in haste,  
There is boundless joy.  
The Lord’s footsteps will surely be followed.  
The world’s trends change in an instant—  
Why identify with them?
Part Three — Live Out the New Life
“Living out the new life” means that, after being born again and saved, the Lord’s disciples must display the new life (2 Corinthians 5:17). In the story of the prodigal son, the Lord Jesus also mentions that after repenting and turning back, the prodigal displayed the new life of a good son (Luke 15:17–23). This new life is the prerequisite for receiving eternal life (Romans 6:22). This new life comes about because a person carries out God’s word and receives the indwelling Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38), and only afterward gradually grows to maturity (1 Peter 2:2). This process embodies the meaning of the Lord’s words: “The words I have spoken to you are spirit and are life” (John 6:63). All who have this new life will have the following three qualities:
I. Be like the risen Lord
Being “like the risen Lord” is not something one can claim for oneself, because that is one’s own subjective opinion. The Christians in Antioch truly did resemble the risen Lord. Because they bore Christ’s likeness, people outside the church called them “Christians” (Acts 11:26).
Today’s “Methodist Church” also has the experience of taking as its name a nickname given by outsiders. The Chinese meaning of “Method” is 方法, “a way of doing something.” The founders of the Methodist Church attached great importance to methods of building churches, and as a result outsiders called them “Methodist,” meaning “people who emphasize method.” Because Chinese-speaking church members did not like this nickname, they used the Chinese name of the founder Wesley for their denomination, calling it 衛理公會, the Methodist Church.
Chinese people attach great importance to names. There is nothing wrong with this, because God also values people’s names. Thus he had “Jacob” change his name to “Israel” (the original Hebrew meaning of “Israel” is “fight for God”; Genesis 32:27). The meaning of “fight for God” is “be a good soldier of Christ” (2 Timothy 2:3). Paul instructed Timothy to have the qualities of a good soldier of Christ Jesus (2 Timothy 2:3–4). May the Lord’s disciples today also have the new life Paul and Timothy had, so that they too can become true Christians in God’s eyes.
II. Regularly lead people to believe in the Lord
At the Pentecost gathering in Jerusalem, three thousand people were baptized into Christ (Acts 2:41). Later they all became experts at leading people to the Lord (Acts 2:46). They were so successful because the Lord worked with them (Acts 2:47). Paul could lead Lydia to believe in the Lord in Philippi for the same reason: the Lord worked with him (Acts 16:14). Those who understand this should seek the Lord’s working with them. The prerequisite for God’s willingness to work with people is that they go out and proclaim the “good news,” ευαγγελιον (Mark 16:20). Unfortunately, the translators of the Chinese Bible rendered the Greek for “good news” as 福音, “tidings of blessing,” causing many preachers to lose God’s working with them because they did not preach the “good news.”
Another factor affecting the results of preaching is the preacher’s character. Preachers must have God’s love and be filled with the Holy Spirit. God’s love comes from the Holy Spirit’s pouring it out (Romans 5:5), while the Holy Spirit comes through a person’s obedience to God (Acts 5:32). Because Barnabas had the “qualities of a good person” and the “fullness of the Holy Spirit,” the result was that “many people turned to the Lord” (Acts 11:24).
III. Keep the apostles’ teaching
“Keeping the apostles’ teaching” means observing the sound, true word proclaimed by faithful apostles (Acts 2:42). During my several decades of proclaiming the true word and building churches, I received many insights into the true word that enabled me to lead many people to the Lord. I am willing to share them here with those eager to learn, entirely for the advancement of the Lord’s Great Commission and for God’s glory. I hope for the understanding and support of the Lord’s true disciples. Below is the brief message I have found most effective in leading people to the Lord. In the past I have used this approach to lead many people to the Lord on airplanes, on cruise ships, in hotels, in restaurant queues, and in airports. These are the simple teachings those not yet born again need to hear:
1. The existence of created things demonstrates the existence of a Creator (Romans 1:20).
2. God has an eternal plan (Ephesians 1:9–11).
3. The trustworthy evidence for God is his resurrection and appearance to people (1 Corinthians 15:6).
Bu Suan Zi
Those who have the new life  
Will surely enjoy God’s favor.  
Facing life’s sufferings,  
They give priority to praise.  
Could there be another way  
To move God’s hand?  
Better to trust the Lord wholeheartedly  
And let God live within the heart.
Part Four — Be Willing to Leave Mistaken Ways
“Leaving mistaken ways” means being willing to leave a state of erroneous belief. In the Lord Jesus’ story of the prodigal son’s return, the prodigal faced famine. Because he was willing to lay aside the thought that he had “no face to meet the elders of Jiangdong”—too ashamed to face those back home—he returned home and admitted his wrong to his father. He not only preserved his life but also comforted his elderly father’s heart, and everyone rejoiced. People in the world often refuse to submit to the actions of “Heaven above” because they are “self-righteous.” Job, recorded in the Bible, was such a person. He considered himself righteous, and therefore thought God was wrong to let him suffer so long (Job 40:8). Only after God appeared to him did he confess his wrong to God and leave his mistaken ways (Job 42:5–6). May believers today learn from Job and not be self-righteous before the Creator, because God’s people perish through ignorance (Hosea 4:6). Believers willing to leave mistaken ways need the following three kinds of spiritual knowledge:
I. Accept God’s revelation
In the past, God revealed things to people in two ways: speaking to them directly (Matthew 3:17), and speaking through God’s servants (2 Kings 5:10). Naaman, commander of the king of Aram’s army, suffered from leprosy and sought healing from Israel’s God. God then told him through the prophet Elisha to wash seven times in the Jordan River. At first Naaman would not accept this treatment. Later, through his servants’ advice, he obeyed God’s revelation and was healed.
Naaman’s healing brings believers today the following lessons:
1. Believers must believe and obey the God of Israel.
2. Believers must respect God’s true servants and not think they can save themselves.
II. Receive a good outcome
Since ancient times, all who act on God’s revelation have had a good outcome. The Samaritan woman who met the Lord at Jacob’s well followed his instruction to call her husband to come with her before the Lord to receive living water. This brought the whole village before the Lord to turn to him (John 4:30). The three thousand people baptized into the Lord at the Pentecost gathering received the gift of the Holy Spirit because they accepted the Lord’s revelation and went to Jerusalem to wait for the Holy Spirit’s descent (Luke 24:49; Acts 2:41). Believers must have hearts that thirst for the Lord before they will come to him of their own initiative to receive the Holy Spirit (John 7:37–39). Because the Ethiopian eunuch was willing to take the initiative, he could be baptized into the Lord after hearing Philip proclaim the good news just once (Acts 8:36–38). By contrast, because the rich man who came before the Lord to ask about eternal life had no such thirst, his only outcome was sorrow (Mark 10:22).
III. Fear the true God
Because the LORD God shows those who fear him how to walk in God’s way (Psalm 25:12), those who want to walk rightly must fear God. When Joseph was a slave in Egypt, his master’s wife tried to tempt him to sin. Because Joseph feared sinning against God (Genesis 39:9), he fled in haste (Genesis 39:9). Believers today ought to learn from Joseph and maintain a moral boundary in their conduct, so that they too, like Joseph, can leave the mistaken ways of life.
Believers should be attentive when putting biblical teaching into practice. Today the world often contains false teachings that appear plausible. When Martin Luther promoted the Reformation, he confronted the church’s mistaken practice of “selling indulgences.” Such mistaken ways of belief also existed in the early church. When Peter baptized the entire household of Cornelius, who was not Jewish, he had to defend that decision (Acts 10:47), because there was a mistaken belief in “not baptizing Gentiles.” In today’s churches, many believers remain trapped in the mistaken belief that “those who receive salvation need not accept Jesus as sovereign Lord.” This erroneous belief already existed in the early church (Jude 4).
All who want to leave mistaken ways today must make the new covenant with God, because God can give them hearts that fear him (Malachi 2:5). God will write the law in their hearts (Hebrews 8:10), so that the gift of the Holy Spirit given by God is in their hearts (Acts 2:38). After receiving the Holy Spirit, a person becomes a true Christian belonging to Christ (Romans 8:9). In this way the apostle Paul grew, step by step, from a persecutor of the church into a builder of the church (Acts 16:31–34).
Pu Sa Man
If one is always self-righteous,  
One becomes merely religious.  
May you understand the times  
And come to your senses early.  
Have the faith of Job;  
No bitter plight lasts forever.  
Know your wrong and willingly turn back;  
Then life need hold no worry.
Part Five — Strive to Enter the Kingdom of Heaven
“Striving to enter the kingdom of heaven” means Christians must put the Lord’s teaching into practice and earnestly seek entry into the kingdom of heaven, because only those who strive can enter (Matthew 11:12). Christians today should learn from Caleb and Joshua, who wanted to enter the promised land of Canaan. They resolved to overcome every difficulty and enter the good land of promise (Joshua 24:15), and ultimately both received Canaan as their inheritance (reference printed as Psalm 14:13–14). God’s people entering the promised land was a foreshadowing of Christians entering the kingdom of heaven today. Because God wants the people who belong to him to possess the qualities he requires (Luke 9:62), all who want to enter the kingdom of heaven must undergo the refining of suffering (Isaiah 48:10). Since many people are unwilling to pay this price, the Lord Jesus long ago told his followers: “Strive to enter through the narrow gate. Many will want to enter in the future, but will not be able to” (Luke 13:24).
Many people will be unable to enter the kingdom of heaven in the future, not because they do not want to enter, but because, like the “son of perdition” Jesus mentioned (John 17:12), their qualities are not good enough. Those who understand this will be willing to lay everything aside to pursue the following three qualities of the new life that enable people to enter the kingdom of heaven:
I. Be willing to do your utmost
“Doing your utmost” means that the Lord’s followers, in his presence, do not “let the guest usurp the host’s place.” Peter, the Lord’s disciple, was such a person, willing to do his utmost to carry out the Lord’s will. Once he fished all night and caught nothing. When the Lord Jesus told him to take the boat into deep water and let down the nets, he set aside his own feelings and did as the Lord commanded. The miracle of two boats full of fish then occurred (Luke 5:5–7). On another occasion, when the Lord wanted to wash his feet, Peter refused the Lord’s service. When the Lord let him know that this would mean having no share with him, Peter became willing to let the Lord wash his whole body (John 13:9). Peter’s virtue of never “letting the guest usurp the host’s place” before the Lord is what believers who are willing to strive to enter the kingdom of heaven need today. Those who wish to acquire this virtue should be like Paul, the Lord’s disciple: “Discipline my body and make it obey me” (1 Corinthians 9:27).
II. Meet God’s requirements
“Meeting God’s requirements” means believers are willing to learn from Saul’s example, lay aside their self-righteous plans for life, and carry out the Lord’s Great Commission (Matthew 28:19–20). Those willing to do this participate in the great eternal plan God has established in the universe (Ephesians 1:11). All who do not believe there is a Creator in the world (Romans 1:20), and do not believe the Creator has a great eternal plan (Ephesians 1:9–11), are people acting against Heaven’s will. According to biblical revelation, after leaving this world they will be like the rich man who suffered in Hades: although free to think and speak, they have lost the right to act and to seek comfort (Luke 16:25–26). May such people not leave this world too soon, so that they have more opportunities to learn the way from wise people in God’s kingdom. I believe the best teacher should be the prophet Daniel. First, Daniel had an excellent spirit (Daniel 6:3). Second, Daniel could withstand the test of suffering (Daniel 6:16). Third, Daniel had a conscience without self-reproach (Daniel 6:22). Fourth, Daniel had God’s blessing (Daniel 6:28). Daniel’s excellent qualities are what all who want to enter the kingdom of heaven must pursue. These qualities are the “abundant life” the Lord mentioned.
III. Desire to receive eternal life
“Desiring to receive eternal life” means having a longing for eternal life. The Lord publicly invited such people to come before him to receive the Holy Spirit (reference printed as “John 7:”, without verse numbers). A proverb says, “You can lead an ox to water, but you cannot force it to drink.” Preaching to people who have no longing is like feeding milk to a baby who is not hungry: it has no effect. Lydia in Philippi could pay close attention to Paul’s words because the Lord opened her heart (Acts 16:14). Because the Lord’s word entered Lydia’s heart, she sincerely believed in the Lord (Acts 16:14–15). This shows that hearing the true word and receiving God’s spiritual prompting are the prior causes of a person’s longing for eternal life. Those who understand this will listen more to pure truth and sincerely confess their sins to God, so that they possess the desire for eternal life and the qualities it requires.
Hao Shi Jin
If you want salvation,  
You must overcome every difficulty.  
If someone does not love himself,  
He is a great idler.  
Heaven does not fail the devoted;  
God will surely grant peace.  
Jesus died for you—  
Never fail to treasure it.
Part Six — Be Willing to Grow Toward Salvation
“Growing toward salvation” means that after believers sincerely repent, they love the true word and thereby grow until they are saved. Apollos in Ephesus had been instructed in the Lord’s way, but knew only John’s baptism (Acts 18:25), so at that time he should have been someone who had not yet received the gift of the Holy Spirit in his heart (Acts 19:2–3). Because he was willing to learn humbly from Priscilla and Aquila, he grew and received the Holy Spirit, becoming able in Achaia to refute the Jews and prove that Jesus is the Christ (Acts 18:25–28).
Because “growing toward salvation” is biblical teaching (1 Peter 2:2), all who want the salvation of their souls must go through the process of “believing the true word,” “receiving the Holy Spirit,” and “becoming holy” (2 Thessalonians 2:13). This is the process of salvation revealed by the Lord: “carry out the Lord’s word,” “obey God’s Spirit,” and “receive the new life” (John 6:63). Anyone who has gone through these three experiences is a true Christian who has been born again and saved. Those who have been born again and saved will have the following three signs of the new life:
I. Grow in knowledge
The Lord’s true disciples have all been born again (John 3:3). According to biblical teaching, everyone born again should be a “new person” being gradually renewed in knowledge (Colossians 3:10). This “knowledge” should refer to God’s revelation (Acts 8:35) and a person’s experiential knowledge of God (Job 42:5). Job’s knowledge of God developed through a process. At first he had heard of God; only after experiencing suffering did he see God with his own eyes (Job 42:5). In the earlier period, Job had only intellectual knowledge of God. In the later period, because he was willing to submit to God in suffering, he finally received God’s favor and blessing (Job 42:10–17).
The first thing those with spiritual knowledge should know is: “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34). Believers must not have the mistaken impression that God loves them especially and therefore they may act willfully and fail to do God’s will (Matthew 7:21). Rational believers should know there is a Creator in the world (Romans 1:20), and that people die and afterward face judgment (Hebrews 9:27). Anyone of sound mind will be like the Samaritan woman and carry out the Lord Jesus’ instructions, so that by receiving “living water” (the Holy Spirit) they will not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16). The knowledge of those who do not believe in the Creator has no eternal value. May readers all have spiritual knowledge, because people perish through ignorance (Hosea 4:6).
II. Know God’s will
Because believers’ rebirth is a process of renewal of the mind (Ephesians 4:21–23), and a renewed mind is the prerequisite for knowing God’s will (Romans 12:2), “knowing God’s will” is one sign that a believer has been born again and saved. Timothy knew to follow God’s will and chose to work with Paul to advance the “good news” (gospel), showing that he truly was a Christian born again and saved. In Samaria there was a false Christian named Simon who had been baptized but still had an unrighteous heart. He wanted to buy from the apostle Peter the power to give people the Holy Spirit, and was rebuked by Peter (Acts 8:13, 18–23). This shows that all who have truly been born again will know and carry out God’s will. When they resolve to do God’s will, God gives them the understanding to distinguish whether something is God’s will (John 7:17). Since our God knows people’s hearts (Psalm 139:2), those who commit sins must never play ignorant, because this adds to their guilt. King Saul lost his throne and the Spirit of the LORD because he played ignorant (references printed as 1 Samuel 25:26; 16:14).
III. Have a mature spiritual life
Because maturity in a believer’s life is an expression of true rebirth, believers should leave the elementary teaching about Christ and strive to advance to perfection (Hebrews 6:1). Mark, the author of the Gospel of Mark, was a preacher whose spiritual life was renewed. When his spiritual life was not yet very mature, he left the missionary team formed by Barnabas and Paul midway through its journey (Acts 13:13; 15:38). Later, before Paul’s martyrdom, he asked Timothy to bring Mark to Rome to assist in the sacred work (2 Timothy 4:11). This shows that Mark had by then become an experienced preacher. All who want a mature spiritual life must, like Mark, withstand the Lord’s testing.
Huan Xi Sha
To be the Lord’s disciple, pursue growth;  
Only then will spiritual life gradually grow.  
Only then can one be a good sheep of the Lord.
Do not forget to proclaim the good news,  
So that the Lord’s household flourishes.  
Only then will you receive heaven’s reward.
Part Seven — Be Sanctified in the Lord
Because the LORD God is holy, the people who belong to God must become holy (Leviticus 11:44). Since believers’ becoming holy is God’s will (1 Thessalonians 4:3), the saints should pursue becoming saints in Christ Jesus (Philippians 1:1). Believers willing to do this must possess the following three prerequisites:
I. Be sanctified by the truth
Because the Lord’s word is truth (John 17:17), all who obey the Lord’s words can become holy through the truth (John 17:19). The twelve believers in the church at Ephesus had not received the Holy Spirit before meeting Paul. Later, because they heard the word of truth Paul proclaimed, they all became saints who had been born again and saved (Acts 19:5–6). This shows that believers’ rebirth does not depend on how long they have listened to preaching, but on whether they have heard the true word. May preachers who do not yet know how to proclaim the true word learn from the saints who were born again in the church at Corinth. They were sanctified in Jesus Christ and called to be saints, not merely “church members” (reference printed as 1 Corinthians 1:1).
II. Through God’s Spirit
In Paul’s letter to the church at Corinth, we can see that many believers there had committed sins, but later, by relying on the Lord’s name and through God’s Spirit, their sins were washed away and they were sanctified and justified (1 Corinthians 6:11). All who want to rely on the Lord’s name must accept Jesus as Christ the Lord (Acts 2:36). All willing to accept Jesus as Christ the Lord must believe in Jesus’ resurrection, because only the true God has the power to overcome death. All who wish to act through God’s Spirit must first repent and then be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ; only afterward will the gift of the Holy Spirit dwell in their hearts (Acts 2:38).
After the Holy Spirit enters the saints’ hearts, he pours God’s love into their hearts, enabling them to use God’s love to love God and one another (Matthew 22:37; John 13:34). From then on, the saints’ living is “no longer I, but Christ” (Galatians 2:20). Only those with Christ’s Spirit in their hearts are worthy to belong to Christ (reference printed as Romans 7:9). It is regrettable and contrary to biblical teaching that some religious organizations in the world today have established their own qualifications for judging who is a “saint.” In fact, neither individuals themselves nor religious organizations can have the final say about who is a “saint.” True saints are those who fear God and withstand God’s testing (Genesis 22:12), and the righteous who have received the new life (Romans 1:17).
III. Truly be in Christ
“Believers being in Christ” means believers are baptized into Christ (Galatians 3:27). Being baptized into Christ is like a branch joined to a tree’s trunk: it is a sharing of life (John 15:5). Timothy’s relationship with Jesus Christ was as close as that of a branch and its tree. Timothy did not follow the crowd; he devoted himself to Jesus Christ’s concerns and cared for the Lord’s servant Paul as though Paul were his own father (Philippians 2:21–22). Timothy’s testimony of new life was the sign that he was truly sanctified in Christ. The Bible records someone who was baptized but did not live out a good testimony: Simon of Samaria. He was baptized, but did not live a reborn life. He actually wanted to buy from Peter the spiritual gift of “laying hands on people so that they receive the Holy Spirit,” and Peter rebuked him sharply (Acts 8:13, 21). In these two cases of baptism we see the phenomenon of “eating at the same table, each practicing for himself.” Although Timothy and Simon were both baptized, their baptisms did not necessarily both meet biblical requirements, just as the driving of people taking a license test does not always meet traffic rules.
According to biblical revelation, believers who want to receive the Holy Spirit through baptism must first be honest before God (John 4:24). Then, like the shepherds, they must believe the good news the angel proclaimed (Luke 2:11), and believe in the Lord Jesus’ death and resurrection (Acts 2:32), so that their faith has evidence (Acts 17:31). Before receiving baptism, they must confess their sins to God; only then can they receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). (According to the Hebrew definitions, sin in God’s eyes is “rebellion,” “not glorifying God,” and “knowingly doing wrong”; Psalm 32:1–2.)
Mu Lan Hua
If sanctified through the truth,  
Life can become more abundant.  
The old self has yielded to the Lord;  
The new self is forever victorious.
Live devoutly and practice righteousness,  
Willingly carrying out God’s will.  
If willing to follow the Lord’s leading,  
Everyone can become God’s offspring.
Afterword
This book’s contents are not theological research, but are “wise words to awaken the world” that I received from God. In the preface I explained my purpose in writing: to share with readers seven good qualities that those who receive salvation must possess. These good qualities are the “righteous deeds” lived out before God by the “righteous” who are justified by faith (Romans 1:17). All who have these righteous deeds are those who enter the kingdom of heaven because they are willing to do God’s will (Matthew 7:21).
God’s people must fear the true God, the LORD, because he is a great God above all gods (Psalm 95:3). None who despise God’s will and turn to their own way come to a good end. Adam and Eve being expelled from Eden (Genesis 3:23), the Holy Spirit leaving King Saul (1 Samuel 16:14), and the suicide of Judas, the “son of perdition” (Matthew 27:5), are all failed cases of ignorant people attempting to challenge God’s sovereignty.
Those who understand this should be like Saul/Paul: willingly bow before the risen Lord and wait to receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 9:4, 17), and take pride in the Lord (Philippians 1:21; 2 Timothy 4:8), because people have no power to overcome Heaven. I offer the following two suggestions to those willing to follow Paul’s example. First, examine whether you have received the joy (Romans 14:17) and power (Acts 16:18) of the Holy Spirit. Second, if the Holy Spirit is not yet in your heart, you must obey God (Acts 5:32). Do not forget: receiving the Holy Spirit is the sign that a person belongs to Christ (Romans 8:9).
Zhe Gu Tian
The Lord’s salvation is truly good;  
Believers’ sanctification is indispensable (2 Thessalonians 2:13).  
All who are wise will surely strive,  
Running straight toward the mark.
Discipline yourself; do not act recklessly.  
Most essential is practicing the true word.  
The world’s splendor withers sooner or later;  
Heaven’s reward is the most reliable.
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Reading 80
Working hard in entering God’s Kingdom
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
Text: Mt. 11:12  And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven
suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force.
Tittle:  Working hard in entering God’s Kingdom
Importance: The heavenly  Father will treat those devoted ones well
Jos 24: 15 but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.
Introduction: Be a person who has no guilty feeling in his heart
Da. 6:22  they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was
found in me;
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Daniel 6:22: My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths so that they did not harm me, because I was innocent before God. Nor have I done anything harmful before you, O king.

Outline
Trying hard to get in the narrow gate.
Lk. 13:24   Make effort to enter the narrow door
1. It is the  Lord’s regulation.
Lk. 16:16 since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man
presseth into it.
2. The Lord has chosen the winner
Rev. 3:5  He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Revelation 3:5: Whoever overcomes will be clothed in white in this way. I will certainly not erase that person’s name from the book of life, and I will acknowledge that name before my Father and before my Father’s angels.

3. Willing to bear to the end
Mt. 24:13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.
So that one may be able to receive the eternal life.
Mt. 7:14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth
unto life, and few there be that find it.
1. meeting the requirements of God.
Jn. 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
John 10:27–28: My sheep hear my voice, I know them, and they follow me. 28. I give them eternal life; they will never perish, and no one can snatch them from my hand.

2. It is difficult to disobey the wills of  the heaven
Eph. 1:11being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all
things after the counsel of his own will:
3. To persevere to the end
Heb. 3:14 if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end;
Having the desire to receive the eternal life
Jn. 6:68Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life.
1. Taking the initiative to follow the truth.
Ac. 8:36 the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be
baptized?
2. Able to do one’s best.
Jn. 11:44 bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about
with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go.
3. Willing to do the commandments of the Lord.
Jn. 4:28 The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the city.
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
John 4:28–29: The woman left her water jar, went into the city, and said to the people, 29. “Come and see! A man has told me everything I have ever done. Could this be the Christ?”

Reading 81
Willing to walk out from the wrong understanding
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
Text: Ac. 19:3-5 And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they
said, Unto John's baptism. 4. Then said Paul, John verily baptized with  the baptism
of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should  believe on him which should
come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 5. When they heard this, they were baptized
in the name of the Lord Jesus.
Tittle:    Willing to walk out from the wrong understanding
Theme: Three things those who want to leave misunderstanding behind need to know.
Importance: So that one may be able to enter the kingdom of heaven
Mt. 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.
Introduction :  The foolish will fail
Hos. 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast
rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee
Outline
Receiving God’s revelation
Ge. 5:22 Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred
years
1. Doing the man of  God’s words
2Ki 5:14  Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan,
according to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again
like unto the flesh of a little child
2. Only then be able to receive salvation.
Lk. 17:14  Go shew yourselves unto the priests
3. Bow before the truth.
as they went, they were cleansed.
So that one may has good out-comes.
Job. 42:5   by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee.
1. The saving of soul
Lk. 17:19 he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.
2. Receiving  power of the Holy Spirit
Lk. 24:49 but tarry ye in the city , until ye be endued with power from on high.
3. Taking the initiative in doing God’s words.
Ac. 8:36 they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is
water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?and they went down both
into the water, and he baptized him.
To fear the true God
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
III. Fear the true God
Hebrews 11:7: “Noah was warned by God about things he had not seen and was moved with fear.”
1. To be afraid in offending God
Ge. 39:9  because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness,
and sin against God?
2. Being able to receive God’s reward.
Ac. 11:18 Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life.
3. Be willing to enter into a covenant with God.
Mal. 2:5My covenant was with him of life and peace; and I gave them to him for
the fear wherewith he feared me, and was afraid before my name.
Reading 82
Living out the new life
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
Scripture — Acts 2:41–42: Those who received his word were baptized. That day about three thousand disciples were added. 42. They steadfastly continued in the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, and prayers.
Tittle:  Living out the new life
Theme: There three life features that a born again believer should have
Importance: So that one may have eternal life.
Ro.6:22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye
have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.
Introduction: Having the Lord’s image.
Col. 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after
the image of him that created him:
Outline
Looking like the resurrected Lord. Col。   3：10 And have put on the new man,
which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:
1. Having the image of Christ
Ac. 11:26And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came
to pass, that a whole year they assembled
2. Willing to fight for God
Gal. 6:16 And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and
mercy, and upon the Israel of God.
3. Relying on the HS in doing things
Gal. 5:25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.
Bringing people to the Lord often
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
II. Regularly bring people to believe in the Lord
Acts 2:46 [source reference]: They praised God and were loved by all the people. The Lord added those who were being saved to them every day.

1. Having the co-working of the Lord.
Ac. 16:14 And  Lydia, a seller of purple, God, heard us: whose heart the Lord
opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul.
2. Having the shining of God’s love.
Ac. 9:27But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostle。
3. To be a good person truely
Ac. 11:24 For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and
much people was added unto the Lord.
Keeping the apostles’ teachings.
Ac. 2:42And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship,
and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
1. Having the love of God
Jn. 13:34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I
have loved you, that ye also love one another.
2. It could be counted as knowing God
1Jn.4:8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.
3. Responding to God’s love
1Jn. 4:19We love him, because he first loved us
Reading 83
Having the spiritual knowledge
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
Text： Hos。4：6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.
Tittle： Having the spiritual knowledge
Theme： There are three things that a survival needs to know
Importance: So that one may receive the salvation.
Lk. 17: 18 Were there none found that returned to give glory to God, save this
stranger? 19  And he said unto him, Arise, and go thy way: thy faith
hath made thee whole.
Outlines:
Having no suspicion of God.   Ge. 3:5for God doth know that in the day ye eat
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as God.
1. Being able to trust God.
Job. 19:25  I know that my Redeemer liveth, And  will stand up upon the earth:
2. Shall not perish
Jn. 3:16 whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life.
3. Willing to trust and obey God
Ro. 1:5 we received grace and apostleship, unto obedience of faith .
Do not deceive God     1 Sa.15:20Saul said : I have obeyed the voice of Jehovah.
1. There is nothing false in heart
Jn. 1:47 Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!
2. So that one may be able to worship God.
Jn. 4:24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship in spirit and
truth.
3. Speaking the truth only
Mt. 5: 37 But let your speech be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay.
Do not disobey God         Ge. 19:26
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
III. Do not disobey God
Genesis 19:26: Lot’s wife looked back from behind him and became a pillar of salt.

1. Doing the Lord’s commandments.
Jn. 4: 16 Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither.
28  So the woman left her waterpot, and went away into the city,
2. Being able to bless others
Ge. 12:2 and I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make
they name great; and be thou a blessing
3. Fearing the true God.
Ge. 22:12  Lay not thy hand upon the lad, neither do thou anything unto him; for
now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy
son, thine only son, from me.
Reading 84
Truly Receiving Salvation — Working Out Salvation (Available Source Fragment)
Title: Truly Receiving Salvation
Subtitle: Working Out Salvation
Author: Pastor David Tsang
English title printed in the source: Receiving the salvation truly
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Preface
The fact that there is a “Creator” in the world cannot be denied, because where there are created things there must be a “Lord who creates” (Romans 1:20). That the Creator has a “long-term plan” comes from the Creator’s revelation (Ephesians 1:10–11). The Creator wants people to choose whether they are willing to have a share in his eternal kingdom (John 3:16). Everyone who is willing must “work out salvation” (Philippians 2:12), so as to receive the salvation of their soul. Since the original language of the New Testament is Greek, those willing to “work out salvation” must understand the original meaning of the Greek “work out” (κατεγεσθε, pres. imper.). Since “pres.” means that the action of “working out” is in the “present continuous tense,” and “imper.” means that the action is in the “imperative mood,” the original meaning of “work out salvation” should therefore be: “One must continually work out salvation.” Because the disciple Judas did not continually work out salvation, he became a “son of perdition” in the Lord’s eyes (John 17:12). This shows that those who do not work out salvation cannot receive salvation, even if they have once been the Lord’s disciples.
From ancient times to the present, there has been no shortage of people who have not received salvation. These include preachers who could cast out demons (Matthew 7:22–23) and preachers who taught heresy (Galatians 1:9). Toward the end of the last century, there was a pastor of a gospel church in Southern California in the United States named 雅各仲斯 (printed in English as “Jim Jone”). In November 1978 he took the people of his church to Guyana in South America to commit mass suicide; as a result, nine hundred people died unnatural deaths. Logically speaking, such a pastor should be regarded as a person possessed by demons, not as someone who has truly received salvation.
Since many people in the world today have still not truly received the salvation of their souls, I have written this book, *Truly Receiving Salvation*, to share with readers seven good qualities that those who receive salvation must possess. May readers pursue sanctification, so that they have the new life that enables a person to “truly receive salvation.” To this end, I offer the following seven-character quatrain as mutual encouragement.
Truly Receiving Salvation
Hear the quiet voice of God’s Spirit (Luke 15:17);  
The prodigal turns back and receives new life (Luke 15:20).  
May you also have this wisdom (Luke 15:18),  
So that you may receive true salvation (2 Corinthians 5:17).
Part One — Believe and Obey the Good News
The “good news” refers to the message of great joy that the angel brought to the shepherds concerning Jesus’ birth as a human being, as Savior and as Christ the Lord (Luke 2:11). The Greek for “good news,” ευαγγελιον, originally means that God’s plan to save sinners has arrived; from this point people can make the new covenant with God and thereby become God’s people (Hebrews 8:10). Religious people today have changed the translation of “good news” to 福音 (*fuyin*, “tidings of blessing,” the customary Chinese word for “gospel”), contrary to the original meaning of the Bible in its original language. This irresponsible translation changes the “good” of a transformed life through believing in the Lord into the “blessing” of improved living circumstances through believing in the Lord. This mistaken choice is the cause of today’s secularized churches and church members who have not been born again. Since God’s people perish through ignorance (Hosea 4:6), believers who want eternal life must make the following three responses to God’s good news:
I. Respond to the Lord’s resurrection
For sinners in God’s eyes, both the Lord Jesus’ death and his resurrection from the dead are good news: his death was to take away their sins (John 1:29), and his resurrection was to give them credible evidence (Acts 17:31). Jesus’ resurrection from the dead proves that he is Christ the Lord. Although many people in the world are named “Jesus,” none of them can rise from the dead.
Believers today must learn from the three thousand people who turned to the Lord at the gathering in Jerusalem. Those three thousand believers were willing to be baptized into Christ because they heard the testimony that Jesus had risen from the dead (Acts 2:32–41). Because their faith rested on the fact that Jesus is the Christ, these true believers had the new life that enabled them to persevere in the apostles’ teaching, receive the Lord’s Supper, and attend prayer meetings (reference printed as “Acts 這:41–42”).
Believing that Jesus rose from the dead is an indispensable step in believing in the Lord. Because Peter believed in the Lord’s resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:5), his faith in and love for the Lord Jesus were real (John 21:15). Although Judas followed Jesus for many years, because he did not honor Jesus as the Christ (Matthew 26:16), he ultimately became a “son of perdition” in the Lord’s eyes (John 17:12).
II. Make the new covenant with the Lord
The “new covenant” is the agreement God makes with people (Romans 11:27) through the righteous one, Jesus (1 John 2:1), as “mediator” (Hebrews 9:15). Under the terms of the new covenant, God will take away the sins of those who confess them (Romans 11:27) and give the Holy Spirit to those who obey (Acts 5:32); people, for their part, must live out the new life in the Lord through the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 5:17). Those who make the new covenant with God must sincerely practice the true word to be worthy of being God’s people (Hebrews 8:10). The three thousand people baptized into the Lord at the Pentecost gathering in Jerusalem were model believers who had made the new covenant with God (Acts 2:41–42).
The evidence that a person has made a covenant with God is receiving the Holy Spirit, given by God as a gift, in the heart (Acts 2:38); the sign that the Holy Spirit lives in a person’s heart is joy in the heart that comes from the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17). Believers today must learn from the two believers who walked with the Lord on the road to Emmaus. Because they accepted the Lord’s teaching and received the Lord’s Supper that he gave them (Luke 24:27, 30), their sorrow turned to joy, and they turned back to carry out the Lord’s word (Luke 24:17–33).
III. Keep the apostles’ teaching
“Apostles” are messengers chosen by God (Acts 9:15). God’s good messengers will be like Paul, able to lead many people to the Lord (Acts 19:6). If believers today are willing to follow the example of the Ephesian believers and believe and obey Paul’s teaching, they too can become Christians who have been born again and saved, just as those believers did (Acts 19:5–6).
Qing Ping Yue
To proclaim the good news,  
You must experience it yourself.  
Lay aside your own interests;  
Give all your strength for the Lord.
The good news is not “tidings of blessing”;  
It proclaims the Lord’s coming.  
If you seek purity of faith,  
You must examine the Bible in its original language.
Part Two — Receive the Gift of the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit as a “gift, δωρεαν” means that all who are willing to obey God can receive the Holy Spirit as a “gift” from God (Acts 2:38). All who have the Holy Spirit in their hearts will carry out God’s will. Because the apostle Paul had the gift of the Holy Spirit in his heart, he could obey the Lord’s leading and go to Macedonia to proclaim the Lord’s “good news,” bringing it into Europe (Acts 16:7–15). God’s people must have God’s Spirit dwelling in their hearts, because only those who have the Holy Spirit in their hearts belong to Christ (Romans 8:9). Today many believers have only the Holy Spirit’s prompting in their hearts and not yet the Holy Spirit as a gift. Like the rich young man who asked the Lord Jesus how to obtain eternal life but was unwilling to follow him, they have not received the Holy Spirit as a gift (reference printed as “Mark :21–22”). All who have the gift of the Holy Spirit in their hearts will be like the three thousand believers baptized into the Lord at Pentecost: they will persevere in the apostles’ teaching (Acts 2:42). They will also be like Paul, having the Holy Spirit’s power to cast out demons and his joy (Acts 16:18, 25). Those who have only the Holy Spirit’s prompting must obey that prompting until God considers them worthy to receive the Holy Spirit. Because Saul listened to the Lord, willingly entered the city of Damascus, and waited for the Lord’s instructions, he finally passed the test and received the Holy Spirit whom the Lord gave him (Acts 9:17). All who have received the gift of the Holy Spirit will certainly have the following three results:
I. Be filled with the Holy Spirit
A person who has the Holy Spirit dwelling in the heart will use God’s love to love God and other people, because the Holy Spirit pours God’s love into people’s hearts (Romans 5:5). Barnabas was a man filled with the Holy Spirit (reference printed as Acts 12:24). At that time Paul had only recently believed in the Lord; because of his bad reputation for persecuting the church, believers treated him coldly. Only [Barnabas] was willing to welcome Paul and treat him as one of their own (Acts 9:27). Today there are many people who falsely claim to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Not only do they lack God’s love, they also lack the power to heal the sick, cast out demons, and lead people to be born again and saved. They can only “speak in tongues” and preach “prosperity theology,” specializing in deceiving the spiritually ignorant. They are filled with the world, not with the Holy Spirit.
II. Be able to be in Christ
Those filled with the Holy Spirit are directed by the Holy Spirit; therefore, through their willingness to be led by God, they become “sons of God” (Romans 8:14). Whether someone can become a son of God depends on their qualities, not their outward appearance. One of the criminals who believed in the Lord on the cross had the righteousness of turning from evil to what was right, and so entered the Lord’s paradise (Luke 23:42–43).
This shows that being in Christ depends on the quality of “righteousness,” not on performing religious ceremonies. For this very reason Scripture says that believers must become righteous people before they can live by faith (Romans 1:17). Simon of Samaria had no share in the Lord’s way because his heart was not right (reference printed as “Acts 也:21”); consequently, he could not receive eternal life in Christ (Romans 6:23). By contrast, the centurion Cornelius, who was willing to carry out the Lord’s word, could receive eternal life in the Lord Christ because he had become a righteous person (Romans 6:23).
III. Be able to lead people to the Lord
Leading people to the Lord is the Great Commission the Lord gave his disciples (Matthew 28:19–20). Because the Chinese Bible’s translation is mistaken, believers today overlook the following truths:
1. The Greek for “go,” πορευθεντες, is a “participle,” not a verb. Therefore it should be translated “when you go,” not “you must go.”
2. Since the Greek words for “baptizing” and “teaching” are also “participles,” the meaning of the verse should be: make people the Lord’s disciples through “baptism” and “teaching.”
The above translation, returning to the Bible’s original language, has two benefits:
1. It recovers the meaning that the Lord wants people to proclaim wherever they go.
2. “Making people the Lord’s disciples” is the ultimate purpose.
Most believers who have truly been born again can lead people to the Lord, because they proclaim the true word and have the Holy Spirit’s power. Philip, who led the Ethiopian to the Lord in the wilderness, was such a person (Acts 8:35–38).
Lang Tao Sha
Because the Spirit’s wind has been received,  
The face is full of smiles.  
From now on life has no cold winter.  
Lead people to the Lord and bear much fruit,  
Greatly used by the Lord.
Though coming and going in haste,  
There is boundless joy.  
The Lord’s footsteps will surely be followed.  
The world’s trends change in an instant—  
Why identify with them?
Part Three — Live Out the New Life
“Living out the new life” means that a person is awakened by God’s Spirit (Psalm 23:3), and consequently becomes willing to confess sins, repent, and live out a new life (Luke 15:17–21). All who obey God’s Spirit and live a holy life are people who can receive eternal life (Romans 6:22). Those who have no new life cannot enter God’s kingdom (Matthew 7:21–23). This new life has the following three forms:
I. Be like the risen Lord
All who want their new life to grow must first confess their sins to God, because only those who have confessed their sins will grow toward salvation through accepting the Lord’s word (1 Peter 2:1–2). The believers in Antioch accepted Barnabas’s and Paul’s teaching; as a result, because their character resembled Christ’s, people outside the church called them “Christians” (Acts 11:25–26).
True Christians must not only resemble Christ but also serve as Christ’s good soldiers and fight for God (2 Timothy 2:3). God wanted Jacob to be God’s warrior, and so changed Jacob’s name to “Israel” (Genesis 32:28). Today, in the era of the new covenant, new creations are still called “God’s people Israel” in God’s eyes (Galatians 6:15–16).
II. Regularly lead people to believe in the Lord
Someone who regularly leads people to believe in the Lord is a preacher with whom the Lord works. On Paul’s second missionary journey, because the Lord worked with him, he was able to lead Lydia to faith in the Lord easily in Philippi (Acts 16:14–15). Those who want to lead people to believe in the Lord must let the other person feel God’s love. When I was in Hong Kong, I once went on a weekend to visit a Sunday-school student living in a poor district. That day his mother had gone out early to work, leaving the student home alone. My first question was whether he had eaten breakfast.
He said, “There is no breakfast to eat.” So I took him out for breakfast and talked with him. After breakfast I took him home and left a little money for him to go, the next day, Sunday, to—[The supplied source ends here, in the middle of this sentence.]
Reading 85
How to deliver the Good News.
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
Mk. 1:15The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand:
repent ye, and believe in the gospel.
How to deliver the Good News.
there are three good news that need to be preached.
So that the Holy Spirit may work with us.
Jn. 6:63 the words that I have spoken unto you are spirit, and are life.
Introduction: The original meaning of ευαγγελιω is “good news” and has absolutely nothing to do with the term 福音 (“gospel”).
Those who wish to lead people to the Lord must proclaim the following three pieces of “good news” revealed in the Bible.
Outline
there is a creator.
Ro  1:20 For the invisible things of him since the creation of the world are clearly
seen, being perceived through the things that are made,
1. The existence of  human points to the existence of  the Creator
Ac. 17:25  he himself giveth to all life, and breath, and all things.
2. The survival of human being depends on Him.
Ac. 17:28 for in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain even of
your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.
3. Taking initiative in knowing Him.
Ac. 17:27  that they should seek God, if haply they might feel after him and find
him, though he is not far from each one of us:
He has an eternal plan
Eph 1: 10  unto a dispensation of the fulness of the times, to sum up all things in
Christ, the things in the heavens, and the things upon the earth.
1. It is a grace to be chosen by God.
Eph 1:7 in whom we have our redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of
our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace.
2. there will be a Judgment after death.
Heb. 9:27 And inasmuch as it is appointed unto men once to die, and after this
cometh  judgment;
3. One should believe the testimony of  God’s  servants
2 Corinthians 12:4: He was caught up into Paradise and heard secret words that people are not permitted to speak.

He has given proof to his followers to have faith
1Co. 15:6 then he appeared to above five hundred brethren at once, of whom
the greater part remain until now, but some are fallen asleep;
1. There many  eyewitness of Jesus’ resurrection from death
Ac. 2:32  This Jesus did God raise up, whereof we all are witnesses.
2. To give Jesus’ followers assurance to believe in Jesus.
Ac. 17:31 inasmuch as he hath appointed a day in which he will judge the world
in righteousness by the man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath
given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.
3. To bow before God’ truth.
Lk. 24:33And they rose up that very hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found
the eleven gathered together, and them that were with them,
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Luke 24:32–33: They said to one another, “While he spoke with us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us, were our hearts not burning?” 33. And they rose up that very hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered together, and them that were with them.

Reading 86
Receive the Gift of the Holy Spirit
Scripture — Acts 2:38, 41, 47: Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
41. Then those who received his words were baptized. That day, about three thousand people were added to the disciples.
47. They praised God and enjoyed the favor of all the people. The Lord added those who were being saved to them every day.
Title: Receive the Gift of the Holy Spirit
Theme: Three effects of receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Importance: Be able to receive the heavenly inheritance.
Ephesians 1:14: This Holy Spirit is the guarantee (the original word is “pledge”) of our inheritance, until God’s people (the original word is “possession”) are redeemed, so that his glory may be praised.

Introduction: Have evidence of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 14:17: For the kingdom of God is not concerned with eating and drinking, but with righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Acts 2:42: They steadfastly kept to the apostles’ teaching, fellowship with one another, the breaking of bread, and prayer.

1 John 4:4: Little children, you belong to God and have overcome them, because the one in you is greater than the one in the world.

Outline
I. Be filled with the Holy Spirit
Verse 38: “Gift.”
1. Have new insights.
Acts 9:17: Ananias went, entered the house, laid his hands on Saul, and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord who appeared to you on the road as you came, namely Jesus, has sent me so that you may see and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

2. Have the power to cast out demons.
Acts 16:18: She continued shouting this for many days. Paul became annoyed, turned, and said to the demon, “In the name of Jesus Christ, I command you to come out of her!” The demon came out at that moment.

3. Hunger and thirst for righteousness.
John 7:37–38: On the last day of the feast, the greatest day, Jesus stood and called out loudly, “If anyone is thirsty, come to me and drink. 38. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture says, rivers of living water will flow from within him.”

II. Be able to be in Christ
Verse 41: “Were baptized.”
1. Be God’s children.
Romans 8:14: All who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.

2. Receive a spiritual body.
1 Corinthians 15:44: What is sown is a natural body; what is raised is a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there must also be a spiritual body.

3. Obey God.
Acts 5:32: We are witnesses to this, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.

III. Be able to lead people to the Lord
Verse 47: “The Lord added those who were being saved to them every day.”
1. Receive the people’s respect.
Acts 10:25: As soon as Peter entered, Cornelius met him, fell at his feet, and worshiped him.

2. Be able to proclaim the good news.
Acts 16:31: They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you and your household will be saved.”

3. Love one another.
Acts 16:33: That very hour of the night, the jailer took them and washed their wounds, and he and all those belonging to him were immediately baptized.

Reading 87
Believing and Obeying the Good News
Scripture — Acts 2:37–42: When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38. Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39. For this promise is for you and your children and for all who are far away—as many as the Lord our God calls.” 40. Peter also testified with many other words and urged them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41. Those who received his words were baptized. That day about three thousand disciples were added. 42. They steadfastly continued in the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, and prayers.
Title: Believing and Obeying the Good News
Theme: Three responses believers should make to the good news.
Importance: Only those who revere God have true wisdom.
Psalm 111:10: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.

Introduction: “Those who follow Heaven prosper.”
Outline
I. Respond to the Lord’s resurrection
Verse 37: “What should we do?”
1. Spread the good news widely.
Luke 2:17: Having seen him, they spread the words the angel had spoken about this child.

2. This is the Lord’s command.
Mark 16:15: He also said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all people.”

3. Make people disciples.
Matthew 28:19: Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

II. Enter a new covenant with the Lord
Verse 38: “Be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.”
1. When sins are forgiven.
Romans 11:27: It also says, “When I take away their sins, this is the covenant I will make with them.”

2. Become God’s people.
Hebrews 8:10: The Lord also says, “This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after those days: I will put my laws within them and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.”

3. Receive renewal by the Holy Spirit.
Titus 3:5: He saved us, not because of righteous deeds we ourselves had done, but according to his mercy, through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.

III. Keep the apostles’ teaching
Verse 42: “Steadfastly continued in the apostles’ teaching.”
1. Practice biblical truth.
Acts 19:5: When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

2. Be able to receive the Holy Spirit.
Acts 5:32: We are witnesses to these things, as is the Holy Spirit whom God gives to those who obey him.

Acts 10:44: While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell on everyone who was listening to the word.

3. Be willing to learn humbly.
Acts 19:26: You have seen and heard that this Paul has persuaded and misled many people, not only in Ephesus but in almost all Asia, saying that things made by human hands are not gods.

Reading 88
Become a New Person in the New Year
Scripture — Galatians 2:20: I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. The life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
2 Corinthians 5:17: If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old things have passed away; everything has become new.

Galatians 6:15: Being circumcised or uncircumcised does not matter; what matters is being a new creation.

Galatians 3:27: All of you who were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

Title: Become a New Person in the New Year
Theme: Three biblical teachings that the new person should put into practice.
Importance: This is the way God has appointed to save people.
Titus 3:5: He saved us, not because of righteous deeds we ourselves had done, but according to his mercy, through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.

Introduction: Undergo the great change of “no longer I.”
Galatians 2:20: I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. The life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

Ephesians 4:24: Put on the new person, created in God’s likeness in the righteousness and holiness of truth.

Outline
I. Become a new person in Christ
2 Corinthians 5:17: “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.”
1. Have a newly created life.
Colossians 3:10: You have put on the new person, who is gradually renewed in knowledge according to the image of the Lord who created him.

2. Only then are you worthy to be a Christian.
Acts 11:26: When he found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they assembled with the church and taught many people. The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

3. Have the mind of Christ.
Philippians 2:5: You should have the mind of Christ Jesus.

II. Make being a new creation what matters
Galatians 6:15: “What matters is being a new creation.”
1. Receive the peace the Lord gives.
Acts 16:25: About midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns in praise of God, and the other prisoners were listening.

2. Be able to lead people to the Lord.
John 12:11: Because of Lazarus, many Jews went away and believed in Jesus.

3. Have an honest conscience.
Acts 19:2: He asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” They answered, “No; we have not even heard that the Holy Spirit has been given.”

III. Be willing to be baptized into Christ
Galatians 3:27: “All of you who were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”
1. Be like a branch joined to the vine.
John 15:5: I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.

2. Only then can you bear much fruit.
John 15:7–8: If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask for whatever you desire and it will be done for you. 8. By your bearing much fruit, my Father is glorified, and you are my disciples.

3. Be willing to believe and obey the true word.
Acts 19:4–5: Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one who would come after him, namely Jesus.” 5. When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Reading 89
Sanctified in the Lord
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:2 — To God’s church in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be saints.
Title: Sanctified in the Lord
Theme: Three prerequisites for becoming saints.
Why this matters
It is God’s will.
1 Thessalonians 4:3: God’s will is that you become holy and keep away from sexual immorality.
1 Corinthians 6:9: Do you not know that the unrighteous cannot inherit God’s kingdom?
Introduction
We are sanctified through Jesus.
Hebrews 10:10: By this will, we have been sanctified through Jesus Christ’s offering of his body once for all.
Outline
I. Sanctified through the truth
John 17:19: “I set myself apart as holy so that they too may be sanctified through the truth.”
1. Put the Lord’s true word into practice.
John 15:3: You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.
2. For the word is truth.
John 17:17: Sanctify them through the truth; your word is truth.
3. Follow the Holy Spirit’s leading.
John 16:13: When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you to understand all the truth. (The original wording is “enter into.”)
II. Through God’s Spirit
1 Corinthians 6:11: “Through the Spirit of our God, you have been washed, sanctified, and justified.”
1. Receive renewal by the Holy Spirit.
Titus 3:5: He saved us, not because of righteous deeds we ourselves had done, but according to his mercy, through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.
2. Only then can one receive eternal life.
Matthew 25:46: These will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.
3. Become truly righteous.
Romans 1:17: As it is written, “The righteous will live by faith.”
III. Have a sanctified life
2 Thessalonians 2:13: “Become holy, so as to be saved.”
1. Truly be in Christ.
2 Corinthians 5:17: If anyone is in Christ, that person is a new creation; the old has passed away, and everything has become new.
2. Be able to live with the Lord.
Romans 6:8: If we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.
3. Receive a proper baptism.
Galatians 3:27: All of you who were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
Reading 90
May We Grow Unto Salvation
Scripture: Luke 24:32–33
32 They said to one another, “Were not our hearts burning while he spoke with us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us?” 33 They immediately got up and returned to Jerusalem, where they found the eleven apostles and their companions gathered together.
Title: May We Grow Unto Salvation
Theme: Three marks that those who grow unto salvation will certainly have.
Introduction
Turn back, and the shore is at hand.
2 Timothy 4:11: Only Luke is here with me. When you come, bring Mark, because he is useful to me in preaching (or, “in serving me”).
Why this matters: It is the teaching of Scripture.
2 Thessalonians 2:13: Brothers and sisters loved by the Lord, we ought always to thank God for you, because from the beginning he chose you to be saved through believing the true word and being moved by the Holy Spirit to become holy.
Outline
I. Grow in knowledge
Colossians 3:10: “Put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge.”
1. Have knowledge gained through experience.
Job 42:5: Previously I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my own eyes have seen you.
2. Receive a life that has been born again.
Galatians 2:20: I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. The life I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
3. Be willing to learn humbly.
Acts 18:26: He spoke boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained God’s way to him more fully.
II. Know God’s will
Romans 12:2: “Be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what God’s will is.”
1. Become holy.
1 Thessalonians 4:3: God’s will is that you become holy and keep away from sexual immorality.
2. Only then can one enter the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 7:21: “Not everyone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; only those who do the will of my Father in heaven will enter.”
3. Be willing to do God’s will.
John 7:17: If anyone resolves to do his will, that person will know whether this teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own.
III. Have a mature spiritual life
Hebrews 6:1: “Leave behind the elementary teachings about Christ and strive to advance to maturity.”
1. Seek the Lord’s concerns.
Philippians 2:22: But you know Timothy’s proven character: in advancing the gospel he has labored alongside me as a son with his father.
2. Only then can one receive salvation.
1 Peter 2:2: Long for the pure spiritual milk, as newborn babies long for milk, so that by it you may grow unto salvation.
3. Understand the truths of Scripture.
Luke 24:27: Then, beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he explained to them everything in the Scriptures that referred to himself.
Reading 91
Work Out What Leads to Salvation
Scripture: Acts 8:31, 35–36
31 He said, “How can I understand unless someone instructs me?” So he invited Philip to get into the chariot and sit with him.
35 Philip began to speak, and starting with this Scripture, he told him about Jesus.
36 As the two traveled on, they came to a place with water. The eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?”
Title: Work Out What Leads to Salvation
Theme: Three kinds of work that those who desire salvation must undertake.
Why this matters: It is a teaching of Scripture.
Philippians 3:12: This does not mean that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect. Rather, I press on, that I may obtain that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me (or, “what he wants me to obtain”).
Introduction
Know that “heaven’s will is hard to resist.”
Ephesians 1:8–9: God lavished this grace upon us with all wisdom and understanding, making known to us the mystery of his will according to the good purpose he himself had determined.
Outline
I. Be open to the truth
Verse 31: “So he invited Philip to get into the chariot and sit with him.”
1. The Lord is the truth.
John 14:6: Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one can come to the Father except through me.”
2. The truth can sanctify people.
John 17:17: Sanctify them through the truth; your word is truth.
3. Be willing to have a sincere heart.
John 1:47: Jesus saw Nathanael coming and said of him, “Look, here is a true Israelite, in whose heart there is no deceit.”
II. Receive God’s word
Verse 35: “Philip began to speak, and starting with this Scripture, he told him about Jesus.”
1. Understand the teachings of Scripture.
Luke 24:32: They said to one another, “Were not our hearts burning while he spoke with us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us?”
2. Only then is there new life.
Ezekiel 2:2: As he spoke to me, the Spirit entered into me and made me stand up, and I heard the voice of the one speaking to me.
3. Delight in acting on God’s word.
Acts 19:5: When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
III. Follow the prompting of the Holy Spirit
Verse 36: “Look, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?”
1. Follow God’s guidance.
Acts 10:20–21: “Get up, go down, and go with them without hesitation, because I have sent them.” Peter went down to the men and said, “I am the one you are looking for. Why have you come?”
2. Be fruitful in service.
Acts 10:44: While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came upon everyone who heard the message.
3. Be willing to do God’s will.
Genesis 26:2: The LORD appeared to Isaac and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; live in the land that I show you.”
Verse 6: So Isaac lived in Gerar.
Verse 12: Isaac sowed in that land and reaped a hundredfold that year. The LORD blessed him.
Reading 92
Strive to Enter God’s Kingdom
Scripture: Luke 16:16 — The Law and the Prophets lasted until John. Since then the good news of God’s kingdom has been proclaimed, and everyone strives to enter it.
Title: Strive to Enter God’s Kingdom
Theme: Three things those who want to enter God’s kingdom must do.
Introduction
There is a heavenly homeland.
Hebrews 11:16: But they longed for a better homeland, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, because he has prepared a city for them.
Why this matters
1. Only those who qualify are worthy to enter God’s kingdom.
2 Thessalonians 1:4–5: We even boast about you in God’s churches because of your endurance and faith amid all the persecution and affliction you suffer. This is clear evidence of God’s righteous judgment, so that you may be considered worthy of God’s kingdom, for which you are suffering.
2. Those who want to qualify must do their utmost.
Matthew 11:12: From the time of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven is entered through striving, and those who strive take hold of it.
Outline
I. Overcome many hardships
Acts 14:22: “We must pass through many hardships to enter God’s kingdom.”
1. Life will certainly contain hardship.
Job 5:7: People in this world are bound to meet trouble, just as sparks fly upward.
2. Only then be chosen by the Lord.
Isaiah 48:10: I have refined you, though not as silver is refined; I have chosen you in the furnace of suffering.
3. Learn the lesson of endurance well.
1 Corinthians 4:12: We toil, working with our own hands. When cursed, we bless; when persecuted, we endure.
II. Do the heavenly Father’s will
Matthew 7:21: “Only those who do the will of my Father in heaven will enter.”
1. Become a member of the Lord’s family.
Matthew 12:50: Whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother, sister, and mother.
2. Only then can one enter the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 7:21: “Not everyone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; only those who do the will of my Father in heaven will enter.”
3. Have a renewed mind.
Romans 12:2: Do not conform to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern God’s good, perfect, and pleasing will.
III. Be a faithful servant of the kingdom of heaven
Matthew 25:20: “You entrusted me with five thousand in silver, and I have earned five thousand more.”
1. Be a good steward for the Lord.
1 Corinthians 4:2: What is required of stewards is that they be faithful.
2. One cannot serve two masters.
Luke 16:13: A servant cannot serve two masters: he will either hate one and love the other, or value one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Mammon.
3. Do it for the least of these.
Matthew 25:40: The king will answer, “Truly I tell you, insofar as you did these things for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did them for me.”
Reading 93
Having the Best Attitude
Scripture: Luke 15:16–21
16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods the pigs ate, but no one gave him anything.
17 When he came to his senses, he said, “How many of my father’s hired workers have more than enough food, while I am starving to death here? 18 I will get up and go to my father and say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired workers.’”
20 So he got up and went to his father. While he was still far away, his father saw him and was moved with compassion. He ran to him, embraced his neck, and kissed him repeatedly.
21 The son said, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.”
Title: Having the Best Attitude
Theme: Three right paths that those with the best attitude will follow.
Why this matters
People must depend on “Heaven above” to live.
Acts 17:28: Our life, movement, and existence all depend on him. As some of your poets have said, “We too are his offspring.”
Introduction
Those with a good conscience can follow the right path.
Hebrews 13:18: Pray for us, for we believe our consciences are clear, and we desire to act rightly in everything.
Genesis 50:21: “Now do not be afraid. I will provide for you and your wives and children.” So Joseph comforted them with loving words.
Outline
I. Heed God’s revelation
Verse 17: “Came to his senses.”
1. Do your utmost.
John 11:44: The dead man came out with his hands and feet wrapped in cloth and his face covered with a burial cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him and let him go!”
2. Receive living water.
John 4:29–30: “Come and see! A man has told me everything I have ever done. Could this be the Christ?” The people then left the city and went to Jesus.
3. Respond with reverent fear.
Hebrews 11:7: By faith Noah, warned by God about things not yet seen, responded with reverent fear and prepared an ark to save his whole household.
II. Respond to God’s love
Verse 20: “Kissed him.”
1. It is a two-way relationship.
John 11:3: The two sisters sent someone to Jesus, saying, “Lord, the one you love is ill.”
John 19:26: When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Mother [the original word is ‘woman’], look, your son!”
2. Be able to receive the true word.
John 6:68: Simon Peter answered, “Lord, you have the words of eternal life. To whom else could we go?”
3. Experience God’s love.
1 John 4:19: We love because God first loved us.
III. Face reality as it is
Verse 21: “Not worthy to be called your son.”
1. Know your own unworthiness.
Luke 7:7: I did not consider myself worthy to come and see you. Only say a word, and my servant will be healed.
2. Be accepted by God.
Isaiah 6:5–7: Then I said, “Woe to me! I am undone! For I am a man with unclean lips, and I live among a people with unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.” A seraph flew to me with a glowing coal in his hand, taken from the altar with tongs. He touched my mouth with the coal and said, “Look, this coal has touched your lips; your iniquity is taken away, and your sin is forgiven.”
3. Delight in following God’s rules.
Galatians 5:14: The entire law is contained in this one saying: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”
Reading 94
Be a Good Disciple of the Lord
Scripture — Luke 14:26–27, 33: If anyone comes to me and does not love me more than his own father, mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters, and his own life (“love me more than” is “hate” in the original), he cannot be my disciple. 27. Whoever does not carry his own cross and follow me cannot be my disciple either. 33. In the same way, whoever among you does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.
Title: Be a Good Disciple of the Lord
Theme: Three qualifications must be met.
Importance: This is the Lord’s command.
Matthew 28:19: Therefore go and make people of all nations my disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Outline
I. Love the Lord more than your family
Verse 26: “If anyone does not love me more than his own father and mother, he cannot be my disciple.”
1. Love the Lord Jesus more.
Matthew 10:36: A person’s enemies are the people of his own household.

2. This is what the Lord desires.
John 21:15: When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John (called Jonah in Matthew 16:17), do you love me more than these?” Peter said, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”

3. Gladly obey the will of heaven.
John 1:36–37, followed by the source’s appended “28”: Seeing Jesus walking by, he said, “Look, this is the Lamb of God!” 37. The two disciples heard his words and followed Jesus. 28. He left everything, got up, and followed Jesus.

II. Be willing to carry the cross and follow the Lord
Verse 27: “Whoever does not carry his own cross and follow me cannot be my disciple either.”
1. This is the Lord’s requirement.
Matthew 10:38: Whoever does not carry his cross and follow me is not worthy to be my disciple either.

2. Catch people as you catch fish.
Mark 1:17: Jesus said to them, “Come, follow me, and I will make you catch people as you catch fish.”

3. Be willing to set yourself aside.
Matthew 16:24: Then Jesus said to the disciples, “If anyone wishes to follow me, he must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.”

III. Be willing to give up everything for the Lord
Verse 33: “Whoever does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.”
1. Discard encumbrances for the Lord.
Luke 5:27–28: After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector named Levi sitting at the tax booth. He said to him, “Follow me.” 28. He left everything, got up, and followed Jesus.

2. God will certainly provide.
Genesis 22:14: Abraham named that place “Jehovah-jireh” [meaning “the LORD will provide”]. To this day people still say, “On the mountain of the LORD there will be provision.”

3. Be willing to be God’s hand.
1 Kings 17:9: Get up and go to Zarephath in Sidon and stay there. I have commanded a widow there to provide for you.

Reading 95
Do What Matters Most
Scripture — Galatians 6:15–18: Whether one is circumcised or uncircumcised is unimportant; what matters is becoming a new person. 16. May peace and mercy be upon all who walk according to this principle, and upon the Israel of God. 17. From now on, let no one trouble me, for I bear the marks of Jesus on my body. 18. Brothers, may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ always be in your hearts. Amen!
Title: Do What Matters Most
Theme: Three things that matter.
Importance: Only then will you carry out the Lord’s commands.
Luke 9:60: Jesus said, “Let the dead bury their own dead; you just go and proclaim the word of God’s kingdom.”

Introduction: You must bring your body under control.
1 Corinthians 9:27: I bring my body under control and make it obey me, lest, after preaching the gospel to others, I myself should be rejected.

Outline
I. Become a new person
Verse 15: “Become a new person.”
1. Have the Lord’s likeness.
Colossians 3:10: You have put on the new person. This new person is gradually renewed in knowledge, according to the image of the Lord who created him.

2. Truly be in Christ.
2 Corinthians 5:17: If anyone is in Christ, he is a new person. The old things have passed away; everything has become new.

3. Be united with the Lord’s death.
Romans 6:4: Therefore, through baptism into death, we were buried with him, so that our every action might display new life, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the Father’s glory.

II. Become an Israelite
Verse 16: “The Israel of God.”
1. Be God’s warrior.
Genesis 32:28: The man said, “Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have wrestled with God and with people and have prevailed.”

2. You will certainly be able to win the battle.
1 Samuel 17:47: “And let this whole assembly know that the LORD gives victory without sword or spear, for the outcome of battle rests entirely with the LORD. He will certainly deliver you into our hands.”

3. Do not be entangled in worldly affairs.
2 Timothy 2:4: No one serving as a soldier becomes entangled in worldly affairs, so that he may please the one who enlisted him.

III. Be one who has received the Holy Spirit
Verse 17: “Bear the marks of Jesus.”
1. Receive the guarantee of the inheritance.
2 Corinthians 5:5: God is the one who has prepared us for this, and he has also given us the Holy Spirit as a guarantee (the original word is “pledge”).

2. Be able to know God truly.
Ephesians 1:17: I ask the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, to give you the Spirit who grants wisdom and revelation, so that you may truly know him.

3. Be willing to obey the true God.
Acts 5:32: We are witnesses to this, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.

Reading 96
Receive God’s Blessing
Scripture — 2 Corinthians 13:14: May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the steadfast love of God, and the prompting of the Holy Spirit always be with you all!
Title: Receive God’s Blessing
Theme: Three blessings God wants people to receive.
Importance: God’s thoughts are higher than human thoughts.
Isaiah 55:9: As the heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Introduction: You must have spiritual wisdom.
Genesis 32:26: The man said, “Let me go, for day is breaking!” Jacob said, “Unless you bless me, I will not let you go.”

Outline
I. Receive the grace of the Lord Jesus
Verse 14: “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.”
1. Be able to receive eternal life.
Romans 5:21: Just as sin reigned and brought death, so grace also reigns through righteousness, bringing people eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ.

2. Be fit to be God’s children.
Romans 8:23: Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Holy Spirit, also groan inwardly as we await our adoption as sons, that is, the redemption of our bodies.

3. You must follow the Lord.
Mark 10:21: Jesus looked at him and loved him, and said, “You still lack one thing: go, sell everything you have and distribute it to the poor, and you will certainly have treasure in heaven. Then come and follow me.”

II. Receive the LORD’s steadfast love
Verse 14: “God’s steadfast love.”
1. Pay a price for others.
John 3:16: God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, so that everyone who believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

2. Only then can you be said to know God.
1 John 4:8: Whoever has no love does not know God, because God is love.

3. Keep the Lord’s commands.
John 15:10: If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love.

III. Receive the prompting of God’s Spirit
Verse 14: “The prompting of the Holy Spirit.”
1. Let your soul awaken.
Luke 15:17: When he came to his senses, he said, “How many of my father’s hired servants have more than enough food, while I am starving to death here?”

2. Only then will you walk the path of righteousness.
Psalm 23:3: He restores my soul and leads me along paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

3. Hear God’s words.
Acts 2:37: When the people heard this, they were pierced to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”

John 6:63: The words I have spoken to you are spirit and life.

Reading 97
Become Someone God Delights In
Scripture — Malachi 1:2–3: The LORD says, “I have loved you.” Yet you say, “In what way have you loved us?” The LORD says, “Was not Esau Jacob’s older brother? Yet I loved Jacob 3. and hated Esau. I made his mountains desolate and gave his inheritance to the wild dogs of the wilderness.”
Title: Become Someone God Delights In
Theme: Three good qualities that those who wish to receive God’s delight must have.
Importance: Only by walking the right way can one live.
Ezekiel 33:11: The Lord GOD says, “As I live, I swear that I take no pleasure at all in the death of the wicked, but only in the wicked turning from their way and living. House of Israel, turn back, turn back! Leave the evil way. Why should you die?”

Introduction: God does not show favoritism.
John 3:16: God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, so that everyone who believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

Outline
I. Know how to remember and repay kindness
Genesis 35:2–3: Jacob said to his household and everyone with him, “Remove the foreign gods among you, purify yourselves, and change your clothes. 3. Let us get up and go to Bethel. There I will build an altar to God, the one who answered my prayers in the day of my trouble and protected me on the way I traveled.”

1. This is biblical truth.
Psalm 97:12: You righteous people, rejoice in the LORD and give thanks to his holy name that is to be remembered.

2. This is God’s command.
Psalm 100:4: Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise. Give thanks to him and bless his name!

3. Walk the path of the living.
Psalm 116:8–9: Lord, you have rescued my life from death, my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling. 9. I will walk the path of the living before the LORD.

II. Know how to hate evil
Genesis 39:9: “Because you are his wife. How could I do this great evil and sin against God?”

1. Do not join others in wrongdoing.
Genesis 37:2: Joseph reported his older brothers’ evil deeds to their father.

2. Avoid provoking God’s anger.
2 Chronicles 19:2: Jehu, son of Hanani the seer, came out to meet King Jehoshaphat and said, “Should you help the wicked and love those who hate the LORD? Because of this, the LORD’s wrath has come upon you.”

3. Have the Lord’s heart.
Philippians 1:8: Sharing the heart of Christ Jesus, I earnestly long for you all.

III. Know how to act on God’s words
Genesis 31:13, 17–18: I am the God of Bethel, where you poured oil on the pillar and made a vow to me. Now get up, leave this land, and return to your own country. 17. Jacob got up and put his sons and wives on camels. 18. He also took all the livestock and property he had acquired in Paddan-aram and went to the land of Canaan, to his father Isaac.

1. Obey the Lord’s words.
Luke 5:5: Simon said, “Master, we worked hard all night and caught nothing. But in obedience to your word, I will let down the nets.”

2. Only then is there great joy.
Mark 10:22: When he heard this, his expression changed, and he went away sorrowful, because he had many possessions.

3. Be willing to do your utmost.
John 11:43–44: After saying this, he cried out loudly, “Lazarus, come out!” 44. The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped in cloths and his face covered with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him and let him go!”

Reading 98
Return to the Bible’s Original Meaning
Scripture — Luke 2:8–17: In the fields of Bethlehem, shepherds were keeping watch over their flock in shifts during the night. 9. A messenger of the Lord stood beside them, and the Lord’s glory shone all around them. The shepherds were very afraid. 10. The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! I announce good news to you, a great joy that will be for all people. 11. For today in the city of David a Savior has been born for you, who is Christ the Lord. 12. You will see a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger; that will be the sign.” 13. Suddenly a great company of the heavenly army joined the angel in praising God, saying, 14. “Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth to those with whom he is pleased!” 15. The angels left them and ascended into heaven. The shepherds said to one another, “Let us go to Bethlehem and see what has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16. They hurried there and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. 17. Having seen him, they spread the word the angel had spoken about this child.
Title: Return to the Bible’s Original Meaning
Theme: Three original biblical meanings of “good news” (ευαγγελιζομαι).
Introduction: The ignorance of a Japanese translator.
Importance
1. The Bible is God’s word.
2 Peter 1:21: For prophecy has never come from human will; rather, people moved by the Holy Spirit spoke God’s words.

2. The Lord’s words are spirit and life.
John 6:63: The words I have spoken to you are spirit and life.

3. Woe to those who alter God’s words.
Revelation 22:18–19: I testify to everyone who hears the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds anything to this prophecy, God will certainly add to him the plagues written in this book. 19. If anyone removes anything from the prophecy in the book, God will remove his share in the tree of life and the holy city written about in this book.

Outline
I. God sent Jesus as Savior
Verse 11: “Savior.”
1. Believers are delivered from sin.
Matthew 1:21: She will give birth to a son, and you must name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.

2. The wages of sin are death.
Romans 6:23: For the wages of sin are death, but God’s gift in our Lord Christ Jesus is eternal life.

3. Be willing to confess what God sees as sin.
Psalm 51:1–2: O God, have mercy on me according to your steadfast love! According to your abundant compassion, blot out my transgressions (פשע)! 2. Wash away my iniquity (עון) completely, and cleanse me from my sin (חטאה)!

II. God sent Jesus as sovereign Lord
Verse 11: “Lord.”
1. Believers receive new life.
John 10:10: I have come so that the sheep (or, “people”) may have life, and have it more abundantly.

2. This is the heavenly Father’s will.
Philippians 2:9–11: God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name above every name, 10. so that at the name of Jesus every knee in heaven, on earth, and under the earth should bow, 11. and every tongue confess Jesus Christ as Lord, bringing glory to God the Father.

3. Be sanctified in the Lord’s word.
John 17:17: Please sanctify them through the truth; your word is truth.

III. God sent Jesus as Christ
Verse 11: “Christ.”
1. Believers are filled with the Holy Spirit.
Acts 4:25–27, 30–31 [source numbering]: Through the Holy Spirit, by the mouth of your servant, our ancestor David, you said, “Why do the Gentiles rage, and the peoples plot futile things? 26. The kings [of the earth] rose up together, and the rulers gathered to oppose the Lord (the LORD) and his Anointed One (or, ‘Christ’).” 27. Indeed, Herod and Pontius Pilate, the Gentiles and the people of Israel, gathered in this city to attack your holy servant (or, “Son”) Jesus, whom you anointed. 30. They threaten us; now, Lord, look upon this, grant your servants great boldness to speak your word, stretch out your hand to heal diseases, and cause signs and wonders to be done through the name of your holy servant Jesus. 31. When they finished praying, the meeting place shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke God’s word boldly.

2. Only those who have the Holy Spirit belong to Christ.
Romans 8:9: If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, that person does not belong to Christ.

3. Be willing to obey God the Father sincerely.
Acts 5:32: We are witnesses to this, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.

Reading 99
Meet the Conditions for Salvation
Scripture — 2 Kings 5:8–14: When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent someone to the king, saying, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let that man come to me, and he will know that there is a prophet in Israel.” 9. So Naaman came with his horses and chariot and stood at the door of Elisha’s house. 10. Elisha sent a messenger to tell Naaman, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh will be restored and you will be clean.” 11. But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, “I thought he would surely come out to see me, stand and call upon the name of the LORD his God, wave his hand over the affected place, and heal the leprosy. 12. Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So he turned and went away in a rage. 13. His servants approached and said to him, “My father, if the prophet had told you to do something great, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he says to you, ‘Wash and be clean’?” 14. So Naaman went down and washed in the Jordan seven times according to the word of the man of God. His flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.
Title: Meet the Conditions for Salvation
Theme: Three things those who desire salvation must do.
Introduction: “You get what you pay for.”
Importance: Heaven’s will must not be defied.
Matthew 7:21: “Not everyone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord’ can enter the kingdom of heaven; only those who do the will of my Father in heaven can enter.”

Outline
I. Do not assume that you are right
Verse 11: “I thought … wave his hand over the affected place.”
1. Choose to act on God’s word.
Luke 5:5: Simon said, “Master, we have labored all night and caught nothing. But in obedience to your word, I will let down the nets.”

2. Be able to see miracles.
Luke 5:6: When they let down the nets, they enclosed many fish, and the nets nearly broke.

3. Bring your body under your control.
1 Corinthians 9:27: I discipline my body and bring it under my control, lest after preaching the gospel to others, I myself should be rejected.

[Isolated source character: 一 (“one”).]
II. Listen to reasonable advice
Verse 13: “His servants approached and said to him …”
1. Do what is reasonable.
Jonah 4:9: God said to Jonah, “Is it reasonable for you to be angry about this castor-oil plant?” He said, “It is reasonable for me to be angry, even to the point of death!”

2. For the Lord is the truth.
John 14:6: Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one can come to the Father except through me.”

3. Bow before the truth.
Acts 9:4: He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul! Saul! Why are you persecuting me?”

III. Act on the word of the man of God
Verse 14: “So Naaman washed in the Jordan seven times according to the word of the man of God.”
1. Respect a true man of God.
Acts 8:31: He said, “How can I understand unless someone instructs me?” So he invited Philip to get into the chariot and sit with him.

2. Know how to truly love yourself.
Acts 16:30: He brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”

3. Live out the new life.
Acts 16:14–15: A woman named Lydia, a seller of purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, had long worshiped God. She heard, and the Lord opened her heart so that she paid attention to what Paul said. 15. After she and her household were baptized, she urged us, “If you consider me to be a true believer in the Lord, come and stay at my house.” And she pressed us to stay.

Reading 100
Have Your Name in the Book of Life
Scripture — Exodus 32:33: The LORD said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me, I will erase that person’s name from my book.”
Title: Have Your Name in the Book of Life
Theme: Three things those whose names are in the book must do.
Introduction: Chinese people value the occasion when “one’s name appears on the gold list”—the honor roll of successful imperial examination candidates.
Importance: It concerns life and death.
Revelation 20:15: If anyone’s name was not written in the book of life, that person was thrown into the lake of fire.

Outline
I. Labor for the good news
Philippians 4:3: “They once labored with me in the ‘good news’ (ευαγγελιω).”
1. Believe the good news.
Mark 1:15: He said, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the gospel!”

2. Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2:38: Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

3. Believe in the Lord while alive.
John 11:26: Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?

II. Live a holy life
Revelation 21:27: “Nothing unclean … may enter that city.”
1. Be sanctified through the truth.
John 17:19: For their sake I sanctify myself, so that they too may be sanctified through the truth.

2. Receive the heavenly inheritance.
Acts 26:18: I send you to them to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God; and so that through faith in me they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance together with all those who are sanctified.

3. Remain in Christ.
1 Corinthians 1:2: To the church of God in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be saints.

III. Have the Holy Spirit dwelling in your heart
1 John 4:4: “The one who is in you …”
1. Become a righteous person.
Acts 10:22: They said, “Cornelius the centurion is a righteous man who fears God and is well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation. A holy angel instructed him to invite you to his house and listen to what you have to say.”

2. Only then belong to Christ.
Romans 8:9: If the Spirit of God dwells in your hearts, you are not of the flesh but of the Holy Spirit. If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, that person does not belong to Christ.

3. Be willing to obey the true God.
Acts 5:32: We are witnesses to this, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.

Reading 101
Grow Deeper in Spiritual Life
Scripture — Acts 18:24–28: A Jew named Apollos came to Ephesus. He was born in Alexandria, was learned, and was especially able to explain the Scriptures. 25. This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord. He was fervent in heart and spoke and taught people about Jesus in detail, but he knew only the baptism of John. 26. He spoke boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him in and explained the way of God to him in greater detail. 27. When he wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to ask the disciples to welcome him. When he arrived there, he greatly helped those who had believed in the Lord through grace. 28. He powerfully refuted the Jews in public, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ.
Title: Grow Deeper in Spiritual Life
Theme: Three prerequisites for deeper spiritual life.
Introduction: Spiritual life must grow toward salvation.
1 Peter 2:2: Desire the pure spiritual milk as newborn babies desire milk, so that by it you may grow toward salvation.

Importance: It is biblical truth.
Hebrews 6:1: Therefore, we should leave the elementary teaching about Christ and strive to advance to perfection.

Outline
I. Have guidance from good teachers
Verse 26: “Priscilla and Aquila explained the way of God to him in greater detail.”
1. Have the discernment to recognize a good teacher.
Philippians 2:22: But you know Timothy’s proven character. He has labored with me to advance the gospel, treating me as a son treats his father.

2. Have genuine ability and substance.
2 Kings 2:9: Elijah said to Elisha, “Before I am taken away from you, ask whatever you want me to do for you.” Elisha said, “May the spirit that moves you move me with a double portion.”

3. Have a heart that seeks the word.
John 7:37–39: On the last day of the feast, the greatest day, Jesus stood and called out loudly, “If anyone is thirsty, come to me and drink. 38. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture says, rivers of living water will flow from within him.” 39. Jesus said this about the Holy Spirit whom those who believed in him were to receive. At that time the Holy Spirit had not yet been given, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.

II. Receive the power of the Holy Spirit
Verse 28: “He powerfully refuted the Jews in public.”
1. Carry out the Lord’s will.
Acts 9:17: Ananias went, entered the house, laid his hands on Saul, and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord who appeared to you on the road as you came, namely Jesus, has sent me so that you may see and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

2. Be able to lead people to the Lord.
Acts 11:24: Barnabas was a good man, filled with the Holy Spirit and great faith. So many people submitted to the Lord.

3. Be a righteous person.
Acts 10:22: They said, “Cornelius the centurion is a righteous man who fears God and is well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation.”

Acts 10:44: While Peter was still saying these words, the Holy Spirit came upon all those who were listening to the message.

III. Believe in Jesus Christ
Verse 28: “Proving from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ.”
1. Bear witness for the Lord.
John 4:28–29: The woman left her water jar, went into the city, and said to the people, 29. “Come and see! A man has told me everything I have ever done. Could this be the Christ?”

2. Know how to spread the good news.
John 1:41–42: He first found his own elder brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah.” (Messiah, translated, means Christ.) 42. Then he brought him to see Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John (John is called Jonah in Matthew 16:17); you shall be called Cephas.” (Cephas, translated, means Peter.)

3. Bear witness to the Lord’s resurrection.
Acts 4:33: With great power the apostles bore witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.

Reading 102
Participate in God’s Eternal Plan
Scripture — Ephesians 1:5–12: And because he loves us, according to the good pleasure of his own will he predestined us to receive the status of sons through Jesus Christ, 6. so that his glorious grace might be praised—the grace he gave us in the beloved Son. 7. Through the blood of this beloved Son we have redemption and forgiveness of our trespasses, according to his rich grace. 8. God has lavished this grace upon us with all wisdom and understanding. 9. According to his good purpose which he had predetermined, he made known to us the mystery of his will: that according to his arrangement, when the time is fulfilled, all things in heaven and on earth should be united in Christ. 11. In him we have also obtained an inheritance. This was predetermined according to the purpose of the one who acts and does all things according to his own will, 12. so that his glory might be praised through us, who were the first to have hope in Christ.
Title: Participate in God’s Eternal Plan
Theme: Three things believers should do.
Importance: “Those who follow heaven prosper; those who oppose heaven perish.”
Acts 13:22: After removing Saul, he chose David as their king and testified about him, saying, “I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after my own heart, who will do all my will.”

1 Samuel 16:14: The Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD came and troubled him.

Outline
I. Receive the status of God’s sons
Verse 5: “Predestined us to receive the status of sons through Jesus Christ.”
1. Become God’s adopted sons.
Romans 8:15: What you received was not the heart of a slave, to remain in fear; what you received was the heart of a son. Therefore we cry, “Abba! Father!”

2. Only then be able to receive a spiritual body.
1 Corinthians 15:52: In an instant, in the blink of an eye, at the sounding of the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.

3. Remain in Christ.
Romans 6:23: For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God, in our Lord Christ Jesus, is eternal life.

II. Receive the heavenly inheritance
Verse 11: “In him we have also obtained an inheritance.”
1. It is the reward given by the Lord.
Colossians 3:24: For you know that you will receive the inheritance from the Lord as a reward. The one you serve is the Lord Christ.

2. Have a secure outcome.
Matthew 6:20: Store up treasures in heaven, where no insects consume them, nothing can rust, and no thieves dig through and steal.

3. Be born-again believers.
1 Peter 1:3–4: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has given us new birth through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, so that we have a living hope, 4. and may receive an inheritance that cannot perish, be defiled, or fade, reserved in heaven for you.

III. Give glory to God
Verse 12: “So that his glory might be praised through us.”
1. It is the purpose of human life.
Isaiah 43:7: Everyone called by my name, whom I created for my own glory, whom I formed and made.

2. Only then be able to be overcomers.
Acts 16:25–26: Around midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and the other prisoners were listening attentively. 26. Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that even the prison foundations shook. Immediately all the prison doors opened and all the prisoners’ chains came loose.

3. Be willing to be God’s faithful servants.
Psalm 113:1 [reference as printed]: (A psalm of David.) My soul, praise the LORD! All that is within me, praise his holy name!

Reading 103
Qualifications of a True Disciple of the Lord
Scripture — Mark 1:14–18: After John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God, 15. saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the gospel!” 16. As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Simon’s brother Andrew casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17. Jesus said to them, “Come, follow me, and I will make you catch people as you catch fish.” 18. They immediately left their nets and followed him.
Title: Qualifications of a True Disciple of the Lord
Theme: Three qualifications that the Lord’s disciples must have.
Importance: The Lord wants people to be true disciples.
Matthew 28:19–20: Therefore, go and make people of all nations my disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 20. Teach them to observe everything I have commanded you, and I will always be with you, until the end of the world.

Introduction: The Lord protects only true disciples.
John 17:12: When I was with them, I kept them by the name you gave me, and I guarded them. None of them perished except the son of perdition, so that the words of Scripture might be fulfilled.

Outline
I. Have sincerely repented
Verse 15: “Repent.”
1. Do not consider yourself righteous.
Job 42:5–6: I formerly heard of you by hearsay, but now my own eyes have seen you. 6. Therefore I despise myself (or, “my words”) and repent in dust and ashes.

2. Be able to leave death and receive life.
Romans 6:23: For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God, in our Lord Christ Jesus, is eternal life.

3. Be willing to leave the evil way behind.
Mark 3:10 [reference as printed]: Then God examined their conduct and saw that they had turned from their evil way. He relented and did not bring upon them the disaster he had said he would.

II. Be willing to believe the good news
Verse 15: “Believe (πιστευετε) the good news (ευαγγελιω).”
1. Believe that Christ has come.
John 4:25: The woman said, “I know that Messiah, who is called Christ, is coming. When he comes, he will tell us everything.”

2. Only then be able to receive life.
John 4:29–30: “Come and see! A man has told me everything I have ever done. Could this be the Christ?” 30. The people left the city and went to Jesus.

3. Believe that the Lord has risen.
Acts 2:37: When the people heard this, they were pierced to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”

III. Be willing to follow the Lord
Verse 18: “Immediately left their nets and followed him.”
1. Learn from the Lord’s example.
1 Peter 2:21: You were called for this, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example so that you would follow in his footsteps.

2. Receive rest in your heart.
Matthew 11:29: I am gentle and humble in heart. Take my yoke upon you and learn from my example; then your hearts will find rest.

3. Thirst to receive eternal life.
John 7:37–38: On the last day of the feast, the greatest day, Jesus stood and called out loudly, “If anyone is thirsty, come to me and drink. 38. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture says, rivers of living water will flow from within him.”

Reading 104
What the Lord Commands His Disciples to Do
Scripture — Matthew 28:19–20: Therefore, go and make people of all nations my disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 20. Teach them to observe everything I have commanded you, and I will always be with you, until the end of the world.
Title: What the Lord Commands His Disciples to Do
Theme: Three things the Lord’s disciples must do.
Introduction: “Take the Lord’s wishes as your command.”
Matthew 24:14: This “gospel” (ευαγγελιον) of the kingdom of heaven will be proclaimed throughout the world as a testimony to all peoples, and only then will the end come. (The original meaning of ευαγγελιον is “good news.” Luke2:10.)

Acts 13:22: I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after my own heart, who will do all my will.

Importance
1. The Lord’s presence gives the greatest security.
Acts 18:10: I am with you. No one will lay a hand on you to harm you, because I have many people in this city.

2. Only then can one enter God’s kingdom.
Matthew 7:21: Not everyone who calls me “Lord, Lord” can enter the kingdom of heaven. Only those who do the will of my Father in heaven can enter.

Outline
I. Proclaim the good news as you go
Verse 19: “Go.”
1. Live for the good news.
Acts 8:4: Those who had been scattered went from place to place proclaiming the word.

2. Seek out the lost sheep for the Lord.
Matthew 10:6–7: Go instead to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7. As you go, proclaim that the kingdom of heaven is near!

3. Have the likeness of the great Shepherd.
Psalm 23:1–3: The LORD is my shepherd; I will lack nothing. 2. He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside waters where I may rest. 3. He restores my soul and leads me along paths of righteousness for his own name’s sake.

II. Administer effective baptism
Verse 19: “Baptize.”
1. Bring people into Christ.
Romans 6:3: Do you not know that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?

2. Only then can one truly receive eternal life.
Romans 6:23: For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God, in our Lord Christ Jesus, is eternal life.

3. Require those being baptized to repent.
Acts 2:38: Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

III. Follow up with believers who have been born again
Verse 20: “Teach.”
1. Keep the apostles’ teaching.
Acts 2:42: They steadfastly kept to the apostles’ teaching, fellowship with one another, the breaking of bread, and prayer.

2. Only then have the Holy Spirit dwelling in the heart.
Ezekiel 2:2: As he spoke to me, the spirit entered me.

3. Love the Lord with God’s love.
John 14:15: If you love me, you will keep my commands.

Reading 105
Have Strong Understanding
Scripture — Luke 15:15–24: He went to depend on a man of that region, who sent him into the fields to tend pigs. 16. He longed to satisfy his hunger with the pods the pigs ate, but no one gave him any. 17. He came to his senses and said, “How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare! Am I instead to starve to death here? 18. I will get up and go to my father and say to him, ‘Father! I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19. From now on I am not worthy to be called your son. Treat me as a hired servant!’” 20. So he got up and went to his father. While he was still far away, his father saw him, was moved with compassion, ran to embrace his neck, and kissed him repeatedly. 21. The son said, “Father! I have sinned against heaven and against you. From now on I am not worthy to be called your son.” 22. But the father ordered the servants, “Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and shoes on his feet. 23. Bring the fattened calf and slaughter it, so that we can eat, drink, and celebrate. 24. For this son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was lost and has been found.” And they began to celebrate.
Title: Have Strong Understanding
Theme: Three things a person with understanding will do.
Introduction: Truly know the Lord.
Acts 12:11: Peter came to his senses and said, “Now I truly know that the Lord sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s hand and from everything the Jewish people were expecting.”

Importance: Only then will believers receive life by walking the path of righteousness.
Psalm 23:3: He restores my soul and leads me along paths of righteousness for his own name’s sake.

Romans 1:17: This righteousness is from faith to faith. As Scripture says, “The righteous shall live by faith.”

Outline
I. Seek change when in hardship
Verse 18: “I will get up and go to my father.”
1. Turn back and walk the right path.
Isaiah 30:21: Whether you turn left or right, you will hear a voice behind you saying, “This is the right path; walk in it.”

2. Be able to receive salvation.
Psalm 50:23: Whoever offers thanksgiving as a sacrifice glorifies me. I will let those who walk the right path receive my salvation.

3. Listen to God’s servant’s instruction.
1 Samuel 12:23: As for me, I will certainly not sin against the LORD by ceasing to pray for you. I will teach you the good and right way.

II. Humbly confess your sins
Verse 21: “I have sinned against heaven and against you.”
1. Confess your own sins.
1 John 1:9: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and righteous and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

2. Be able to receive forgiveness of sins.
Isaiah 6:5–7: Then I said, “Woe to me! I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; also, my eyes have seen the great King, the LORD of hosts.” 6. A seraph flew to me, holding a glowing coal that he had taken from the altar with tongs. 7. He touched the coal to my mouth and said, “Look, this coal has touched your lips. Your iniquity is removed, and your sin is forgiven.”

3. Choose to leave the evil way.
Jonah 3:10: God examined their conduct and saw that they had turned from their evil way. He relented and did not bring upon them the disaster he had said he would.

III. Be a son who is born again
Verse 24: “This son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was lost and has been found.”
1. Live out a new life.
Luke 24:32–33: They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning when he spoke to us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us?” 33. They immediately got up and returned to Jerusalem, where they found the eleven apostles and their companions gathered in one place.

2. Be able to reap a hundredfold.
Genesis 26:12: Isaac sowed in that land and reaped a hundredfold that year. The LORD blessed him.

3. Do not consider yourself righteous.
Job 40:8: Would you annul what I have determined? Would you condemn me as guilty so that you may show yourself righteous?

Job 42:5–6: I formerly heard of you by hearsay, but now my own eyes have seen you. 6. Therefore I despise myself (or, “my words”) and repent in dust and ashes.

Reading 106
Have Qualities for the Salvation of the Soul
Scripture — John 3:16: God loved the world so much that he gave his only begotten Son to them, so that everyone who believes in him should not perish but receive eternal life.
Title: Have Qualities for the Salvation of the Soul
Theme: Three character qualities those who are saved must have.
Introduction
The Lord has requirements for those who want eternal life.
1. The Lord wants people to dedicate themselves to following him.
Mark 10:21: Jesus looked at him and loved him. He said, “You still lack one thing: go, sell everything you have and distribute it to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. You must also come and follow me.”

2. Your name must remain in the book of life.
Revelation 3:5: Whoever overcomes will be clothed in white in this way, and I will certainly not erase that person’s name from the book of life.

Revelation 20:15: If anyone’s name was not written in the book of life, that person was thrown into the lake of fire.

3. Work out your salvation.
Philippians 2:12: Since you are obedient, work out your salvation with fear and trembling.

Outline
I. Let love be your motive
“God loves (αγαπαω) the world.”
1. Respond to God’s love.
1 John 4:19: We love because God first loved us.

2. Receive God’s calling.
Romans 8:28: We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.

3. Love God with your whole heart.
Matthew 22:37: Jesus said to him, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.”

II. Hold firmly to faith until the end
“So that everyone who believes (πιστευων, present tense of πιστευω) in him.”
1. Keep on believing.
Joshua 24:15: You may choose today whom you will serve: the gods your ancestors served beyond the great river, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you live. As for me and my household, we will certainly serve the LORD.

2. You will certainly receive salvation.
Matthew 24:13: Only those who endure to the end will be saved.

3. Choose to fear God.
Genesis 22:12: “Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”

III. Choose to receive eternal life
“Not perish, but receive eternal life.”
1. Know to choose life.
Luke 23:42: He said, “Jesus, when you come into your kingdom, please remember me!”

2. Receive a real benefit.
Matthew 16:26: What benefit is there if a person gains the whole world but forfeits his own life? What can a person give in exchange for his life?

3. Believe in the Lord while alive.
John 11:26: Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?

Luke 23:42: He said, “Jesus, when you come into your kingdom, please remember me!”

Reading 107
Experience God’s Healing
Scripture — 1 Peter 2:24: Hung upon the tree, he himself bore our sins, so that, having died to sin, we might live in righteousness. By the wounds of his scourging you have received healing.
Matthew 9:32–33: As they were going out, someone brought to Jesus a man who was mute and possessed by a demon. 33. When the demon was cast out, the mute man spoke. The people were all amazed and said, “Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.”

Psalm 107:20: He issued his command and healed them, rescuing them from death.

Title: Experience God’s Healing
Theme: Three things those who wish to receive God’s healing must do.
Importance: The sick need a doctor (Mark 2:17). Doctors are not all-powerful; the Lord is the great Physician (John 11:43).
Introduction
Three things earthly doctors are powerless to do:
1. Remove sin.
Romans 6:23: For the wages of sin are death, but God’s gift in our Lord Christ Jesus is eternal life.

2. Cast out demons.
Matthew 9:33: When the demon was cast out, the mute man spoke.

3. Issue a command.
2 Kings 5:10: Elisha sent a messenger to tell Naaman, “Go and wash seven times in the Jordan. Your flesh will certainly be restored, and you will be clean.”

Outline
I. Be willing to die to sin
1 Peter 2:24: “Having died to sin, we may live in righteousness.”
1. Be able to live in righteousness.
Luke 7:5: For he loves our people and built our synagogue for us.

2. Only then are you worthy of God’s grace.
Luke 7:4: They came to Jesus and earnestly pleaded with him, saying, “He is worthy for you to do this for him.”

3. When the heart is sincere, God will respond.
1 Samuel 1:15: “No, my lord. I am a woman with a sorrowful heart. I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my heart before the LORD.”

II. Cast the demon out
Matthew 9:32–33: “When the demon was cast out, the mute man spoke.”
1. Accept God’s rule.
Matthew 12:28: If I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then God’s kingdom has come upon you.

2. The Holy Spirit is greater than demons.
1 John 4:4: Little children, you belong to God and have overcome them, because the one within you is greater than the one in the world.

3. Cast out demons in the Lord’s name.
Acts 16:18: Paul became annoyed, turned, and said to the demon, “In the name of Jesus Christ, I command you to come out of her!” The demon came out at that very time.

III. Gladly carry out God’s commands
Psalm 107:20: “He issued his command and healed them, rescuing them from death.”
1. Carry out the Lord’s commands.
John 11:43–44: After saying this, he cried out loudly, “Lazarus, come out!” 44. The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped in cloths and his face covered with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him and let him go!”

2. Only then will God hear your requests.
John 15:16: You did not choose me; I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, and for your fruit to remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he will give you.

3. Firmly believe God’s words.
Matthew 21:22: Whatever you ask in prayer, as long as you believe, you will certainly receive.

Reading 108
It Is Difficult to Disobey Heaven
Scripture — Acts 9:3–18: As Saul traveled and approached Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven shone all around him. 4. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul! Saul! Why are you persecuting me?” 5. He said, “Lord! Who are you?” The Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6. Get up! Go into the city, and someone will tell you what you should do.” 7. The men traveling with him stood speechless. They heard the voice but saw no one. 8. Saul got up from the ground and opened his eyes, but could see nothing. Someone took him by the hand and led him into Damascus. 9. For three days he could not see, and he neither ate nor drank. 10. Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He said, “Lord, here I am.” 11. He said to him, “Get up! Go to Straight Street and visit a man from Tarsus named Saul at Judas’s house. He is praying, 12. and has seen a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he may see.” 13. Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard many people tell how this man has severely harmed your saints in Jerusalem. 14. And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your name.” 15. He said to Ananias, “Just go! He is the vessel I have chosen to proclaim my name before Gentiles, kings, and the people of Israel. 16. I will also show him how much he must suffer for my name.” 17. Ananias went, entered the house, laid his hands on Saul, and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord who appeared to you on the road as you came, namely Jesus, has sent me so that you may see and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18. Immediately something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see. Then he got up and was baptized.
Title: It Is Difficult to Disobey Heaven
Theme: Three decisions a wise person will make.
Introduction: Great wisdom is better than a powerful intellect.
Importance
This is biblical teaching:
1. Obtaining wisdom is most valuable.
Proverbs 16:16: Obtaining wisdom is better than obtaining gold; choosing understanding is better than choosing silver.

2. Those who listen to instruction have wisdom.
Proverbs 8:33: Listen to instruction and become wise; do not reject it.

Outline
I. Fear heaven
Verse 4: “Fell to the ground.”
1. Kneel and worship before heaven.
Psalm 111:10: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.

2. Only then be a son of heaven.
Romans 8:23: Even we who have the firstfruits of the Holy Spirit groan within ourselves, waiting to receive the status of sons, namely the redemption of our bodies.

3. Accept the call.
Genesis 12:1–2: The LORD said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people, and your father’s house, and go to the land I will show you. 2. I will make you a great nation. I will bless you and make your name great; you must also bring blessing to others.”

II. Obey heaven’s will
Verse 8: “Entered Damascus.”
1. Surrender to heaven.
Job 40:8: Would you annul what I have determined? Would you condemn me as guilty so that you may show yourself righteous?

Job 42:5–6: I formerly heard of you by hearsay, but now my own eyes have seen you. 6. Therefore I despise myself (or, “my words”) and repent in dust and ashes.

2. Receive God’s blessing.
Genesis 26:3,12–13: Stay in this land, and I will be with you and bless you. 12. Isaac sowed in that land and reaped a hundredfold that year. The LORD blessed him, 13. and he prospered, increasing day by day and month by month, and became very wealthy.

3. Set yourself aside.
Luke 22:42: “Father! If you are willing, take this cup away. Yet let not my will be done, but yours.”

III. Welcome angels
Verse 17: “Laid hands on Paul.”
1. Extend love to those connected with the one you love.
Acts 16:34: Then the jailer brought them up into his home and set a meal before them. He and his whole household were very joyful because they had believed in God.

2. Receive God’s provision.
1 Kings 17:16: The flour in the jar indeed did not decrease, and the oil in the bottle did not run out, just as the LORD had said through Elijah.

3. Carry out the instructions.
2 Kings 5:14: So Naaman went down and washed in the Jordan seven times according to the word of the man of God. His flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

Reading 109
Have the Wisdom to Escape
Scripture — Hebrews 9:27: According to the appointed decree, everyone must die once, and after death there is judgment.
Title: Have the Wisdom to Escape
Theme: Three things those seeking escape need to know.
Introduction: Value what is beneficial.
Matthew 16:26: What benefit is there if a person gains the whole world but forfeits his own life? What can a person give in exchange for his life?

Importance
1. People perish through ignorance.
Hosea 4:6: My people perish for lack of knowledge.

2. There will be a future catastrophe of fire.
2 Peter 3:7: But the present heavens and earth are preserved by that same command, kept until the day when the ungodly are judged and destroyed, to be burned with fire.

3. People can avoid perishing.
Ezekiel 18:31: Cast away all the transgressions you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. House of Israel, why should you die?

Outline
I. God has an unchanging decree
Hebrews 9:27: “According to the appointed decree.”
1. God shows no partiality.
Acts 10:34: Peter opened his mouth and said, “I truly see that God shows no partiality.”

2. Those who meet the qualifications are saved.
John 3:16: God loved the world so much that he gave his only begotten Son to them, so that everyone who believes in him should not perish but receive eternal life.

3. Choose to meet the qualifications.
John 7:37–39: On the last day of the feast, the greatest day, Jesus stood and called out loudly, “If anyone is thirsty, come to me and drink. 38. My people [wording as printed], as Scripture says, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” 39. Jesus said this about the Holy Spirit whom those who believed in him were to receive. At that time the Holy Spirit had not yet been given, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.

II. There is a secret to not dying
Hebrews 9:27: “Must die once.”
1. Believe in Jesus while alive.
John 11:26: Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?

2. Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2:38: Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

3. Confess Jesus as Lord.
Romans 10:9: If you confess Jesus as Lord with your mouth and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

III. There will certainly be judgment on the last day
Hebrews 9:27: “There is judgment.”
1. Act on God’s revelation.
Hebrews 11:7: By faith Noah, having been warned by God about things he had not seen, was moved with reverence and prepared an ark to save his whole household. Through this he condemned that generation and himself inherited the righteousness that comes from faith.

2. Only then have a good future.
2 Peter 3:14: Dear brothers, since you look forward to these things, be diligent to make yourselves without stain and beyond reproach, so that you may meet the Lord in peace.

3. Be willing to be an overcomer.
Revelation 3:5: Whoever overcomes will be clothed in white in this way. I will certainly not erase that person’s name from the book of life, and I will acknowledge that name before my Father and before my Father’s angels.

Reading 110
Love God Sincerely
Scripture — Psalm 97:10–12
10 You who love the LORD must hate evil. He protects the lives of his holy people and delivers them from the hands of the wicked.
11 Light is scattered for the righteous, and joy is prepared for the upright.
12 You righteous people, rejoice in the LORD, and give thanks to his memorable holy name.

Title: Love God Sincerely
Theme: Three expressions of true love for God
Introduction — Love God more than you love his grace and blessings
John 21:15: Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?”

Why this matters
1. It is the Lord’s teaching
Matthew 22:37: Jesus said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.”

2. Only then can one be chosen by God
Romans 8:28: We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God, those who are called according to his purpose.

Outline
I. Become one of God’s holy people — Verse 10: “He protects his holy people”
1. Those who make a covenant with the true God
Psalm 50:5: God says, “Gather my holy people to me, those who have made a covenant with me by sacrifice.”

2. Only then can one enter the kingdom of heaven
Matthew 7:21: “Not everyone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord’ can enter the kingdom of heaven. Only those who do the will of my Father in heaven can enter.”

3. Be sanctified in the truth
John 17:17: Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.

II. Have the joy God gives — Verse 11: “Joy is prepared”
1. Have God’s Spirit in your heart
Romans 14:17: For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.

2. Be able to receive the salvation of your soul
1 Peter 1:8–9: 8 Although you have not seen him, you love him. Though you cannot see him now, because you believe in him you have great joy beyond words and full of glory, 9 and you receive the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

3. Delight in the LORD
Psalm 37:4: Delight yourself also in the LORD, and he will give you what your heart desires.

III. Know how to give thanks to God — Verse 12: “Give thanks ( דה י ) to his memorable holy name”
1. This is the purpose of human life
Isaiah 43:7: Everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my own glory, whom I formed and made.

2. Receive God’s special choosing
Genesis 29:35: She conceived again and bore a son, and said, “This time I will praise the LORD.” Therefore she named him Judah [which means “praise”].

3. Be willing to worship God sincerely
John 4:24: God is a spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.

Reading 111
Be a True Christian
Scripture — Acts 2:37–47: When the people heard this, they were pierced to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38. Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39. For this promise is for you and your children, and for all who are far away, whom the Lord our God calls.” 40. [Peter] testified with many other words and urged them, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41. Then those who received his words were baptized. That day, about three thousand people were added to the disciples. 42. They steadfastly kept to the apostles’ teaching, fellowship with one another, the breaking of bread, and prayer. 43. Everyone was afraid, and the apostles performed many wonders and signs. 44. All the believers were together and held everything in common. 45. They sold their land and possessions, distributing to each person according to need. 46. Every day they steadfastly gathered in the temple with one accord, broke bread in their homes, and ate with glad and sincere hearts, 47. praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. The Lord added those who were saved to them every day.
Title: Be a True Christian
Theme: Three marks of a true Christian.
Introduction: Believers must have a good testimony.
Acts 11:26 [reference as printed]: When the people heard this, they were pierced to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”

Importance: Only then can one lead people to the Lord.
Acts 16:29: The jailer called for lights, rushed in, and fell trembling before Paul and Silas.

Outline
I. Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit
Verse 38: “Receive the Holy Spirit who is given.”
1. Receive valid baptism.
Acts 19:5–6: When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6. Paul laid his hands on their heads, and the Holy Spirit came upon them. They spoke in tongues and prophesied.

2. Only then have new life.
James 2:26: Just as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead.

3. Have a heart willing to obey God.
Acts 5:32: We are witnesses to this, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.

II. Receive renewal by the Holy Spirit
Verse 42: “Breaking of bread.”
1. Be willing to examine your own sins.
1 Corinthians 11:28–30: A person should examine himself, and then eat this bread and drink this cup. 29. For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning that it is the Lord’s body eats and drinks guilt upon himself. 30. For this reason, many among you are weak and sick, and not a few have died (the original word is “sleep”).

2. Be able to receive renewed strength.
Luke 24:33: They immediately got up and returned to Jerusalem, where they found the eleven apostles and their companions gathered in one place.

3. Steadfastly practice the true word.
Acts 2:42: They steadfastly kept to the apostles’ teaching, fellowship with one another, the breaking of bread, and prayer.

III. Enjoy the favor of all the people
Verse 47: “Enjoyed the favor of all the people.”
1. Have a good testimony.
Acts 11:24: Barnabas was a good man, filled with the Holy Spirit and great faith. So many people submitted to the Lord.

2. Be able to lead people to the Lord.
Acts 16:34: Then the jailer brought them up into his home and set a meal before them. He and his whole household were very joyful because they had believed in God.

3. Be sent by the Lord.
John 15:16: You did not choose me; I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, so that your fruit would remain, and so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he would give you.

Reading 112
The Prerequisite for Eternal Life
Scripture — Romans 6:22–23
22 But now, having been set free from sin and having become slaves of God, you bear the fruit of sanctification, and its outcome is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God, in Christ Jesus our Lord, is eternal life.

Title: The Prerequisite for Eternal Life
Theme: Three things those who want eternal life must know
Introduction — Respect the law of cause and effect
1. Plant melons and you reap melons
Galatians 6:7–8: 7 Do not deceive yourselves. God cannot be mocked. Whatever a person sows, that is what they will reap. 8 Whoever sows according to the flesh will reap corruption from the flesh; whoever sows according to the Holy Spirit will reap eternal life from the Holy Spirit.

2. This is the Lord’s counsel
Matthew 7:13–14: 13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For the gate that leads to destruction is wide, the road is broad, and many enter through it. 14 The gate that leads to eternal life is narrow, the road is small, and few find it.”

3. Be born again as early as possible
John 11:26: Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?

Outline
I. Choose to be God’s servant — Verse 22: “God’s servant”
1. Escape the bonds of sin
Romans 7:18: I also know that in me, that is, in my flesh, there is nothing good. For I can will to do good, but I cannot carry it out.

2. Be able to receive eternal life
John 6:68: Simon Peter answered, “Lord, you have the words of eternal life. To whom else shall we go?”

3. Do not sin against God
Genesis 39:9: How could I do this great evil and sin against God?

II. Become a saint — Verse 22: “Sanctification”
1. Be in Christ
1 Corinthians 1:2: To the church of God in Corinth, those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be saints.

2. Have true faith
Romans 1:17: For the righteousness of God is revealed in this gospel; this righteousness is from faith to faith. As it is written, “The righteous will live by faith.”

3. Put the truth into practice
John 17:19: For their sake I set myself apart as holy, so that they too may be sanctified by the truth.

III. Be in Christ — Verse 23: “In the Lord”
1. Become a new creation
2 Corinthians 5:17: If anyone is in Christ, that person is a new creation. The old things have passed away; all have become new.

2. Bear much fruit
John 15:5: I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever remains in me, and I in them, bears much fruit; for apart from me you can do nothing.

3. Be baptized into Christ
Galatians 3:27: All of you who were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

Reading 113
Learn from Paul’s Good Example
Scripture — Acts 9:8–20: Saul got up from the ground and opened his eyes, but could see nothing. Someone took him by the hand and led him into Damascus. 9. For three days he could not see, and he neither ate nor drank. 10. Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. [The supplied source skips part of the passage here.] “…to the street; at Judas’s house, visit a man from Tarsus named Saul. He is praying, 12. and has seen a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he may see.” 13. Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard many people tell how this man has severely harmed your saints in Jerusalem. 14. And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your name.” 15. The Lord said to Ananias, “Just go! He is the vessel I have chosen to proclaim my name before Gentiles, kings, and the people of Israel. 16. I will also show him how much he must suffer for my name.” 17. Ananias went, entered the house, laid his hands on Saul, and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord who appeared to you on the road as you came, namely Jesus, has sent me so that you may see and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18. Immediately something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see. Then he got up and was baptized. 19. After eating, he regained his strength. Saul stayed with the disciples in Damascus for some days, 20. and proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying that he is the Son of God.
Title: Learn from Paul’s Good Example
Theme: Good character qualities believers should have.
Introduction
1. It is the Lord’s command.
Luke 10:37: He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said, “Go and do likewise.”

2. So that one may be saved.
1 Peter 2:2: Desire the pure spiritual milk as newborn babies desire milk, so that by it you may grow toward salvation.

Outline
I. Obey the risen Lord
Verse 8: “Led him into Damascus.”
1. It is biblical teaching.
Romans 1:5: From him we have received grace and apostleship, to bring people among all the nations to believe and obey the true word for his name.

2. Only then can one enter the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 7:21: Not everyone who calls me “Lord, Lord” can enter the kingdom of heaven. Only those who do the will of my Father in heaven can enter.

3. Be renewed by the Holy Spirit.
Titus 3:5: He saved us, not because of righteous deeds we ourselves had done, but according to his mercy, through the washing of rebirth and the renewal of the Holy Spirit.

Luke 24:33: They immediately got up and returned to Jerusalem, where they found the eleven apostles and their companions gathered in one place.

II. Be filled with the Holy Spirit
Verse 17: “And be filled with the Holy Spirit.”
1. Boldly proclaim the true word.
Acts 4:31: When they finished praying, the place where they were gathered shook. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke God’s word boldly.

2. Be able to lead people to the Lord.
Acts 11:24: Barnabas was a good man, filled with the Holy Spirit and great faith. So many people submitted to the Lord.

3. Be willing to repent sincerely.
Acts 2:38: Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

III. Proclaim the good news
Verse 20: “Proclaiming Jesus.”
1. Proclaim that Jesus is Lord.
Luke 2:11: For today, in David’s city, a Savior has been born for you, who is Christ the Lord.

2. It is the Lord’s command.
Mark 16:15: He also said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel (ευαγγελιον) to all peoples.”

3. Obey the Lord’s leading.
Acts 16:10: After Paul saw this vision, we immediately sought to go to Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to the people there.

Reading 114
Those Who Are Saved Must Overcome Difficulties
Scripture — Matthew 7:13–14: Enter through the narrow gate. For the gate leading to destruction is wide and the road is broad, and many enter it. 14. The gate leading to eternal life is narrow and the road is small, and few find it.
Title: Those Who Are Saved Must Overcome Difficulties
Theme: Three difficulties to overcome.
Introduction: Without enduring cold that chills to the bone, how could one enjoy the plum blossom’s fragrance filling the nose?
Isaiah 48:10: I refine you, though not as silver is refined; I choose you in the furnace of suffering.

Daniel 6:28: Thus Daniel prospered greatly during the reign of King Darius and during the reign of Cyrus, king of Persia.

Matthew 24:13: Only those who endure to the end will be saved.

Outline
I. The Lord’s requirements are high
Verse 14: “The gate is narrow.”
1. Deny yourself.
Matthew 16:24: Jesus said to the disciples, “If anyone wants to follow me, let that person deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.”

Matthew 19:22–24: When the young man heard this, he went away sorrowful, because he had many possessions. 23. Jesus said to the disciples, “I tell you truly, it is difficult for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24. I also tell you that it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle (ραφις) than for a rich person to enter God’s kingdom!”

2. Be worthy of God’s kingdom.
2 Thessalonians 1:4–5: We even boast about you in God’s churches because you maintain endurance and faith amid all the persecutions and afflictions you suffer. 5. This is clear evidence of God’s righteous judgment, so that you may be counted worthy of God’s kingdom, for which you suffer.

3. Discipline your body.
1 Corinthians 9:27: I discipline my body and make it obey me, lest after preaching the gospel to others, I myself should be rejected.

II. The Lord is the only way
Verse 14: “The road is small.”
1. There is no other choice.
John 6:68: Simon Peter answered, “Lord, you have the words of eternal life. To whom else could we go?”

2. It concerns life and death.
Joshua 24:15: If you think it is not good to serve the LORD, you may choose today whom you will serve: the gods your ancestors served beyond the great river, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you live. As for me and my household, we will certainly serve the LORD.

3. Obey the Holy Spirit.
Romans 8:14: All who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.

III. The Lord wants people to awaken
Verse 14: “Few find it.”
1. Have strong understanding.
Luke 15:17: He came to his senses and said, “How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare! Am I instead to starve to death here?”

2. Be renewed in spiritual life.
Luke 15:18: I will get up and go to my father and say to him, “Father! I have sinned against heaven and against you.”

3. Be willing to be the Lord’s sheep.
Psalm 23:1–3: The LORD is my shepherd; I will lack nothing. 2. He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside waters where I may rest. 3. He restores my soul and leads me along paths of righteousness for his own name’s sake.

Reading 115
Become a New Person
Scripture — 1 Peter 2:1–2: Therefore, having put away all malice (or, “insidious malice”), deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and every slanderous word, 2. you should long for pure spiritual milk as newborn babies long for milk, so that through it you may gradually grow toward salvation.
Title: Become a New Person
Theme: Three steps in a person’s salvation.
Introduction: You must have spiritual wisdom.
Galatians 6:15: Whether one is circumcised or uncircumcised is unimportant; what matters is becoming a new person.

Luke 23:43: Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

Outline
I. Abandon evil and return to what is right
Verse 1: “Put away malice.”
1. Do what is right.
Isaiah 38:3: O LORD, please remember how I have acted faithfully before you with a whole heart and done what is good in your eyes.

2. Receive God’s mercy.
Isaiah 38:5: I have heard your prayer and seen your tears. I will certainly add fifteen years to your life.

3. Be crucified together with Christ.
Galatians 2:20: I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.

II. Love God’s words
Verse 2: “Long for spiritual milk.”
1. Receive the word of truth.
James 1:21: Put off all filthiness and overflowing wickedness, and receive the implanted word with a gentle heart.

2. Grow in spiritual life.
Matthew 16:16: Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

3. Overcome every difficulty.
Acts 10:25: As Peter came in, Cornelius met him, fell at his feet, and worshiped him.

III. Grow in spiritual life
Verse 2: “Through it gradually grow.”
1. Do God’s will.
Philippians 2:22: You know Timothy’s proven character: he has labored with me to advance the gospel, treating me as a son treats his father.

2. Only then can you be saved.
Matthew 7:21–23: “Not everyone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord’ can enter the kingdom of heaven. Only those who do the will of my Father in heaven can enter. 22. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not preach in your name, cast out demons in your name, and perform many mighty works in your name?’ 23. Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Depart from me, you who do evil!’”

3. Hunger and thirst for righteousness.
John 7:37–39: On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and cried out, “If anyone is thirsty, he may come to me and drink. 38. ‘My people’ [source wording; apparently incomplete]—as the Scripture says, rivers of living water will flow from within him.” 39. Jesus was speaking about the Holy Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive. At that time the Holy Spirit had not yet been given, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.

Reading 116
Be in Accord with the Heavenly Father’s Heart
Scripture — Romans 8:28–30
28 We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God, those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those he foreknew he also predestined to conform to the likeness of his Son, so that his Son might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 Those he predestined he also called; those he called he also justified; those he justified he also glorified.

Title: Be in Accord with the Heavenly Father’s Heart
Theme: Three purposes the heavenly Father wants people to carry out
Introduction — God has a standard for choosing people
Acts 13:22: I have found David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart, who will do all my will.

Ephesians 1:5: And because he loved us, according to the good pleasure of his own will, he predestined us to receive the status of sons through Jesus Christ.

Outline
I. Love God sincerely — Verse 28: “Those who love God”
1. Have high quality
John 13:34: I give you a new commandment: love one another. Just as I have loved ( αγγαπεω ) you, you also must love ( αγγαπεω ) one another.

2. God is love
1 John 4:8: Whoever has no love does not know God, because God is love.

3. Receive the Spirit’s pouring out of love
Romans 5:5: Hope does not put us to shame, because the Holy Spirit who has been given to us has poured God’s love into our hearts.

II. Imitate Jesus — Verse 29: “Predestined to follow his example”
1. Be the Lord’s student
Matthew 10:24: A student ( μαθητης ) cannot be above the teacher.

2. The Lord’s requirement
Matthew 11:29: I am gentle and humble in heart. Take my yoke upon you and learn from my example; then your hearts will find rest.

3. Be in Christ
1 Corinthians 1:2: To the church of God in Corinth, those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be saints.

III. Be justified by God — Verse 30: “He justified them”
1. Receive justification from God
Romans 8:30: Those he predestined he also called; those he called he also justified.

2. Only then can one be saved
Matthew 25:46: These people will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.

3. Walk with God
Genesis 6:9: Noah was a righteous man, a blameless man in his generation. Noah walked with God.

Reading 117
Receive the Pure Good News
Scripture — 1 Corinthians 15:3–6: What I received and passed on to you at that time was, first, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4. that he was buried, and that he rose again on the third day according to the Scriptures; 5. that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the twelve apostles; 6. that later he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have already fallen asleep.
Title: Receive the Pure “Good News”
Theme: Three elements contained in the “good news.”
Introduction: The “gospel” (ευαγγελιον) that Paul preached is the “glad tidings” (ευαγγελιον) spoken by the angel in those days, and the “gospel” (ευαγγελιω, dative of ευαγγλιον) that the Lord told the disciples to proclaim in those days.
1 Corinthians 15:1: Brothers, I now make known to you the gospel I previously preached to you.

Luke 2:10: The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! I bring you a message of great joy concerning all peoples.”

Mark 1:15: He said, “The time is fulfilled, and God’s kingdom is near. Repent and believe the gospel!”

Outline
I. Jesus died for the sins of the world
Verse 3: “Died for the sins of the world.”
1. Saving sinners was Jesus’ purpose in coming into the world.
Matthew 1:21: She will give birth to a son, and you must name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.

2. Jesus was willing to be the world’s sin-bearing lamb.
John 1:29: John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world!”

3. The Creator moves the world’s people with true love.
1 John 4:19: We love because God first loved us.

II. Jesus’ resurrection enables people to be justified
Verse 4: “Rose again on the third day.”
1. The resurrection confirms that Jesus is Christ the Lord.
Acts 2:36: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.

2. Only those who believe in Christ the Lord can receive the Holy Spirit.
Acts 19:6: When Paul laid his hands on their heads, the Holy Spirit came upon them.

3. You must receive the Holy Spirit to be sanctified and justified.
1 Corinthians 6:11: Now, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and through the Spirit of our God, you have been washed, sanctified, and justified.

III. Jesus’ appearances enable people to believe in the Lord
Verse 6: “Appeared to more than five hundred people.”
1. Saul believed in the Lord because the Lord appeared to him.
Acts 9:5: He said, “Lord, who are you?” The Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.”

2. The Lord’s appearance can open people’s inner eyes.
Luke 24:31: Their eyes were opened, and only then did they recognize him. Suddenly Jesus disappeared.

3. Only sincere people can experience the Savior.
John 4:17: The woman said, “I have no husband.” Jesus said, “You are right to say that you have no husband.”

Reading 118
Have the Right Purpose in Life
Scripture — Isaiah 43:7: Everyone called by my name, whom I created for my own glory, whom I formed and made.
Title: Have the Right Purpose in Life
Theme: A person with the right purpose in life will carry out the following three expressions of God’s will.
Introduction: Those who follow heaven prosper.
Genesis 12:1–2: The LORD said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people, and your father’s house, and go to the land I will show you. 2. I will make you a great nation. I will bless you and make your name great; you must also bring blessing to others.”

Outline
I. Participate in God’s long-term plan
Ephesians 1:9–12: “All things are united in Christ.”
1. God gives people the right to decide freely.
Joshua 24:15: If you think it is not good to serve the LORD, you may choose today whom you will serve. As for me and my household, we will certainly serve the LORD.

2. People will reap whatever they sow.
Galatians 6:8: Those who sow to the flesh will reap corruption from the flesh; those who sow to the Holy Spirit will reap eternal life from the Holy Spirit.

3. Have the wisdom to value eternal things.
John 6:68: Simon Peter answered, “Lord, you have the words of eternal life. To whom else could we go?”

II. Believe in the Lord while alive
John 11:26: “Those who live and believe in me will never die.”
1. Human life is a period of testing given by God.
John 6:68: Simon Peter answered, “Lord, you have the words of eternal life. To whom else could we go?”

2. After death, people have no opportunity to believe in the Lord.
Luke 16:26: A great chasm has been fixed between you and me, so that those who want to cross from here to your side cannot, and those who want to cross from there to our side cannot.

3. Give glory to God in difficulties.
Acts 16:25: Around midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and the other prisoners were listening attentively.

III. Become a new creation
Galatians 6:15: “What matters is becoming a new creation.”
1. Believers must be righteous in God’s eyes.
Acts 10:22: They said, “Cornelius the centurion is a righteous man who fears God and is well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation.”

2. Sinners cannot come before God.
Isaiah 6:5: Woe to me! I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips.

3. Seek to become a new creation in Christ.
2 Corinthians 5:17: If anyone is in Christ, that person is a new creation. The old things have passed away; everything has become new.

Reading 119
Having Spiritual Understanding
Scripture: Colossians 1:9–10
9 Therefore, from the day we heard, we have not stopped praying and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding; 10 so that you may live in a manner worthy of the Lord, pleasing him in everything, bearing fruit in every good work, and growing in the knowledge of God.
Title: Having Spiritual Understanding
Theme: What those who want understanding must know.
Introduction
“Those who follow heaven prosper; those who oppose heaven perish.”
Matthew 7:21: “Not everyone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; only those who do the will of my Father in heaven will enter.”
Outline
I. Those with understanding know God’s will
Verse 9: “Know God’s will with understanding.”
1. God enables people to see the truth of a situation.
Luke 24:31: Their eyes were opened, and only then did they recognize him. Suddenly Jesus disappeared.
2. Those who do God’s will can be saved.
Hebrews 11:7: By faith Noah, warned by God about things not yet seen, responded with reverent fear and prepared an ark to save his whole household.
3. Only the sincere will do God’s will.
John 4:24: “God is spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.”
II. Those with understanding have new life
Verse 10: “Bearing fruit in good works.”
1. Have a life that leads people to the Lord.
John 4:29–30: “Come and see! A man has told me everything I have ever done. Could this be the Christ?” The people then left the city and went to Jesus.
2. Those who believe in the risen Lord have eternal life.
Luke 23:42: He said, “Jesus, when you come in your kingdom, remember me!”
3. Receive further instruction in God’s way.
Acts 18:26: He spoke boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained God’s way to him more fully.
III. Ask for understanding according to God’s promise
Verse 10: “Growing in the knowledge of God.”
1. Be willing to ask for what God has promised.
Psalm 119:169: O LORD, let my cry come before you; give me understanding according to your word.
2. The Holy Spirit enables people to understand the truth.
John 16:13: When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you to understand all the truth. (The original wording is “enter into.”)
3. Obey the leading of the Spirit of Jesus.
Acts 16:9–10: During the night Paul saw a vision. A Macedonian man stood pleading with him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” After Paul had seen this vision, we immediately sought to go to Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to the people there.
Reading 120
Faith That Enables One to Receive the Holy Spirit
Scripture: John 7:37–39
37 On the last day of the feast, its greatest day, Jesus stood and cried out, “If anyone is thirsty, let that person come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture says, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” 39 Jesus said this about the Holy Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive. The Holy Spirit had not yet been given, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.
Title: Faith That Enables One to Receive the Holy Spirit
Theme: Three elements of the faith that receives the Holy Spirit.
Why this matters: Faith may be either living or dead.
James 2:17: In the same way, faith without deeds is dead.
Outline
I. We must have a longing heart
Verse 37: “If anyone is thirsty.”
1. Be willing to repent sincerely.
Acts 2:38: Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
2. Only then can one receive the Holy Spirit.
Acts 10:44: While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came upon everyone who heard the message.
3. Carry out the Lord’s instructions.
John 4:28: The woman left her water jar, went into the city, and said to the people…
II. We must come before the Savior
Verse 37: “Come to me.”
1. Be willing to enter into a new covenant with God.
Acts 19:5: When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
2. Only then is there new life.
Luke 24:32–33: They said to one another, “Were not our hearts burning while he spoke with us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us?” They immediately got up and returned to Jerusalem, where they found the eleven apostles and their companions gathered together.
3. Truly know who Jesus is.
Acts 19:5: When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
III. We must believe that the Lord has risen
Verse 39: “Glorified.”
1. Proclaim the Lord’s resurrection.
Acts 2:32: God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses to this.
2. Only then can one be moved by the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2:37: When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”
3. Let the Lord live in your heart.
Galatians 2:20: I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.
Reading 121
Learn the Heavenly Father’s Example
Scripture: Luke 15:11–32
11 Jesus also said, “A man had two sons. 12 The son said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the estate that belongs to me.’ His father divided the property between them.
13 A few days later, the younger son gathered up everything he had and went to a distant country. There he lived recklessly and squandered his wealth. 14 After he had spent everything, a severe famine struck that region, and he began to be in need. 15 So he attached himself to one of the people of that country, who sent him into the fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods the pigs ate, but no one gave him anything.
17 When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired workers have more than enough food, while I am starving to death here? 18 I will get up and go to my father, and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you;
19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired workers.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father. While he was still far away, his father saw him and was moved with compassion. He ran to him, embraced his neck, and kissed him repeatedly.
21 The son said, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father told his servants, ‘Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and slaughter it. Let us eat and celebrate, 24 because this son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was lost and has been found.’ So they began to celebrate.
25 Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. As he returned and drew near the house, he heard the sound of music and dancing.
26 He called one of the servants and asked what was happening. 27 The servant said, ‘Your brother has returned, and your father has slaughtered the fattened calf because he has received him back safe and sound.’ 28 The older son became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and pleaded with him.
29 He said to his father, ‘I have served you all these years and have never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat so that I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came home after devouring your property with prostitutes, you slaughtered the fattened calf for him.’
31 His father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But it is right that we should rejoice and celebrate, because this brother of yours was dead and has come back to life; he was lost and has been found.’”
Title: Learn the Heavenly Father’s Example
Theme: Three good examples set by the heavenly Father.
Why this matters
1. It is the Lord’s desire.
John 13:15: I have given you an example, so that you may do as I have done for you.
2. It is a prerequisite for receiving the crown.
1 Peter 5:3–4: Do not lord it over those entrusted to you, but be examples to the flock. When the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.
Outline
I. Have wisdom
Verse 16: “Fill his stomach with the pods.”
1. Carry out God’s instructions.
Deuteronomy 4:6: Therefore, carefully observe and practice them; this is your wisdom and understanding in the sight of all peoples.
2. Receive wisdom from God.
Proverbs 2:6: For the LORD gives wisdom; knowledge and understanding come from his mouth.
3. Be willing to be upright.
Proverbs 2:7: He stores up true wisdom for the upright and is a shield to those whose conduct is blameless.
II. Have compassion
Verse 20: “Moved with compassion.”
1. Be slow to anger.
Exodus 34:6: The LORD is a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.
2. This is what God requires.
Micah 6:8: O people, the LORD has shown you what is good. What does he require of you? Only that you act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with your God.
3. Put on compassion.
Colossians 3:12: Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and loved, have hearts of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. (The original word for “have” is “put on”; the same applies below.)
III. Act reasonably
Verse 32: “It is right that we should rejoice.”
1. Follow Jesus’ truth.
John 14:6: Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one can come to the Father except through me.”
2. Be able to receive freedom.
John 8:32: You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.
3. Pay the price for truth.
Proverbs 23:23: Buy truth, and do not sell wisdom, instruction, or understanding.
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Believers Must Have Strong Understanding
Scripture: John 3:16
God loved the world so much that he gave them his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
Title: Believers Must Have Strong Understanding
Theme: Three things believers must grasp.
Why this matters
1. Only with understanding can one receive life.
Psalm 119:144: Give me understanding, and I will live.
2. Having life is better than having possessions.
Matthew 16:26: What benefit is there if someone gains the whole world but loses their life? What can anyone give in exchange for their life?
Introduction
Strong understanding is better than a powerful brain.
Luke 15:17–18: When he came to his senses, he said, “Am I to starve to death here? I will get up and go to my father and say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.’”
Outline
I. Grasp that there is a Creator
Verse 16: “God.”
1. Believe the revelation of Scripture.
Genesis 1:1: In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.
2. Have the heavenly Father’s care.
Matthew 6:11–12: Give us today the food we need for each day. Forgive us our debts, as we have forgiven the debts of others.
3. Give the glory to God.
Isaiah 43:7: Everyone called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.
II. Grasp that there is God’s love
Verse 16: “Loved.”
1. Love the true God wholeheartedly.
Matthew 22:37: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.
2. Receive God’s call.
Romans 8:28: We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.
3. Have the Holy Spirit in your heart.
Romans 5:5: Hope does not bring shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us.
III. Grasp that there is God’s kingdom
Verse 16: “Eternal life.”
1. Accept God’s rule.
Luke 1:33: He will be king over the house of Jacob forever, and his kingdom will have no end.
2. Be able to receive salvation.
Romans 10:9: If you confess Jesus as Lord with your mouth and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
3. Become a new creation.
Galatians 6:15–16: Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision matters; what matters is being a new creation. May peace and mercy be upon all who walk according to this principle, and upon God’s Israel.
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The Marks a True Christian Must Have
Scripture: John 14:6–15
6 Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one can come to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you also know my Father. From now on you know him and have seen him.”
8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Philip, I have been with you for so long, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words I speak to you are not spoken on my own; it is the Father dwelling in me who does his own work. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me. Even if you do not believe this, believe me because of the works I do.
12 “Truly, truly, I tell you: those who believe in me will also do the works I do, and will do even greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my name, I will accomplish, so that the Father may be glorified through the Son. 14 If you ask anything in my name, I will accomplish it. 15 If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”
Title: The Marks a True Christian Must Have
Theme: Three requirements the Lord places upon his disciples.
Introduction
Live out the life of a true Christian.
Why this matters: Those who do not qualify will certainly be rejected by the Lord.
Matthew 7:23: I will tell them plainly, “I never knew you. You evildoers, depart from me!”
Outline
I. Receive salvation through the Lord
Verse 6: “Through me.”
1. Be saved through the Mediator.
1 Timothy 2:5: For there is only one God, and between God and humanity there is only one mediator: Christ Jesus, who came into the world as a human being.
2. Be able to accomplish the task properly.
Hebrews 7:27: Unlike those high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices every day, first for his own sins and then for the people’s sins; he accomplished this once for all when he offered himself.
3. Be sincere and trustworthy.
Hebrews 10:22: With our hearts sprinkled clean from the guilt of an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water, let us come before God with sincere hearts and the full assurance of faith.
II. We must know the Lord
Verse 9: “Do you still not know me?”
1. Know that he became flesh.
John 1:14: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. We have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s only Son.
2. Be able to become God’s people.
Jeremiah 24:7: I will give them hearts that know me, that know I am the LORD. They will be my people, and I will be their God, because they will return to me with all their hearts.
3. Receive revelation from the Holy Spirit.
Ephesians 1:17: May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you the Spirit who grants wisdom and revelation, so that you may truly know him.
III. Do what the Lord does
Verse 12: “Those who believe in me will also do.”
1. Enable people to receive life.
John 10:10: The thief comes only to steal, kill, and destroy. I have come so that the sheep (or, “people”) may have life and have it more abundantly.
2. For life is precious.
Matthew 16:26: What benefit is there if someone gains the whole world but loses their life? What can anyone give in exchange for their life?
3. Receive the Holy Spirit’s power.
Acts 11:24: Barnabas was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and great faith. So many people turned to the Lord.
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Receive God’s Election
Scripture — 2 Thessalonians 2:13: Brothers loved by the Lord, we ought always to thank God for you, because from the beginning he chose you so that, through belief in the word of truth and the prompting of the Holy Spirit, you may become holy and be saved.
Title: Receive God’s Election
Theme: Three qualifications for God’s choosing of people.
Importance
1. God has set conditions for entering the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 7:21: “Not everyone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord’ can enter the kingdom of heaven. Only those who do the will of my Father in heaven can enter.”

2. God values quality rather than quantity.
Matthew 22:14: For many are called, but few are chosen.

3. This is a choice that determines life or death.
Matthew 7:13–14: “Enter through the narrow gate. For the gate leading to destruction is wide and the road is broad, and many enter through it. 14. The gate leading to eternal life is narrow and the road is small, and few find it.”

Outline
I. Be willing to believe and obey the word of truth
Verse 13: “Through belief in the word of truth.”
1. Believe and obey the good news.
1 Peter 1:25: Only the word of the Lord endures forever. The gospel (ευαγγελισθεν) preached to you is this word.

Luke 2:10: I bring you a message of great joy (ευαγγελιςομαι).

2. Only then is there new life.
John 6:63: It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is of no benefit. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and life.

3. Choose to practice God’s righteousness.
Romans 1:17: For God’s righteousness is revealed in this gospel; this righteousness is from faith to faith. As it is written, “The righteous person will live by faith.”

II. Obey the prompting of the Holy Spirit
Verse 13: “The prompting of the Holy Spirit.”
1. Follow God’s messengers.
Hebrews 1:7: Concerning the messengers, he also says, “God uses winds as messengers and flames of fire as servants.”

2. Only then can you belong to Christ.
Romans 8:9: If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, that person does not belong to Christ.

3. Believe in the Lord’s resurrection.
Acts 2:36–37: Therefore let the whole house of Israel know with certainty that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ. 37. When the people heard this, they were pierced to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”

III. Have God’s holiness
Verse 13: “Become holy.”
1. Rely on the Lord’s precious blood.
Hebrews 9:14: How much more will the blood of Christ—who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God—cleanse your hearts (the original word is “conscience”) from your dead works, so that you may serve the living God?

2. Be able to come before God.
Hebrews 10:22: Since the guilt of our hearts’ conscience has been sprinkled away and our bodies washed with clean water, let us come before God with sincere hearts and full assurance of faith.

3. Walk in the light.
1 John 1:7: If we walk in the light, as God is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of his Son Jesus cleanses us from all sin.

Reading 125
To be the good sheep of the Lord
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
Ps. 23:1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  2. He maketh me to lie down in
green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 3. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth
me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 4. Yea, though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff
they comfort me.  5. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.  6. Surely goodness and mercy
shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.
To be the good sheep of the Lord
The good sheep of the Lord  would do three things
A famous teacher will produce top students.
Importance
1. There are devils prowling around in seeking some one to devour.
1Pe. 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour
2. For God who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.
1Jn. 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is
he that is in you, than he that is in the world.
Outline
Receiving the Lord’s feeding  V。1
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
“Is my shepherd.”
1. Accepting  the Lord’s guidance
Jos.24:15 but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.
2. Receiving the Lord’s protection
Jos.14:11 As yet I am as strong this day as I was in the day that Moses sent me
3. Choosing the good portion
Lk 10:42 and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away
from her.
Choosing to be with the Lord for ever  V。4
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
“You are with me.”
1. Following the Lord to the end
Jn. 19:27  Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour
that disciple took her unto his own home.
2. Rceiving the words of eternal life
Jn. 6:68  Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou
hast the words of eternal life.
3. Loving the Lord forever .
Jn. 21:15 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of
Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord;
thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.
Having the Holy Spirit in heart.  V。5
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
“Anointed my head.”
1. Having received the gift of the Holy Spirit
Ac. 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
2. It is the sign of belonging Christ
Ro. 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God
dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.
3. Obeying the words of the Lord
Ac. 10:44  While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them
which heard the word.
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Holding a good conscience
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
1Ti. 1:18  This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the
prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good
warfare; 19.Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away
concerning faith have made shipwreck: 20. Of whom is Hymenaeus and
Alexander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not to
blaspheme.
Holding a good conscience
Three things that a good conscience holder should do
So that one may be able to serve God.
2Ti. 1:3  I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure conscience
2. So that one may be successful .
Pr. 4:23  I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure
conscience
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Proverbs 4:23 — Guard your heart above everything else you guard, for the outcomes of your whole life flow from it.
Outline
Having true faith                           V。19
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
“Faith” (πιστιν).
1. The unceasing faith “πιστευων”(Part. Pres.’現在式’ of  πιστευω)
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
The Chinese gloss 現在式 means “present tense.”
Jn. 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
2. Knowing the true meaning of “good news”
2Co. 4:4  In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the
image of God, should shine unto them.
3. Receiving the words of the Lord
Ac.16:32 And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in
his house.
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Acts 16:32–33: They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to everyone in his household. 33. That night, at that very hour, the jailer took them and washed their wounds, and immediately he and everyone belonging to him were baptized.

Willing to believe the true Word     V。19
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
“The word of truth.”
1. Believing the  pure message of the “good news”.
Ac. 18:26 And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila
and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded
unto him the way of God more perfectly.
2. So that one may receive the Holy Spirit
Ac. 19:6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on
them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.
3. Willing to do the true word of God
Heb.13:18  Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things
willing to live honestly.
Let one’s soul be awaken in a trouble time V。 20
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
“Punishment.”
1. To be able to make good decisions
Lk.15:17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my
father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!
2. So that one may be able to walk on the path of righteousness.
Ps. 23:3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for
his name's sake.
3. To do responsibilities faithfully to oneself .
Ps.107:6 Then they cried unto the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them
out of their distresses.
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Making decision wisely
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
Php 2:19 But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus shortly unto you, that I
also may be of good comfort, when I know your state. 20. For I have no man
likeminded, who will naturally care for your state. 21. For all seek   their own,
not the things which are Jesus Christ's. 22. But ye know the proof of him, that,
as a son with the father, he hath served with me in the gospel.
Making decision wisely
There are three decisions that a Christian should make
It is God’s expectation of  a believer
Eze. 33:11 turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of
Israel?
Refusing to join the majority in the wrong direction
Jn.6:68  Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the
words of eternal life.
Choose to do the Lord’s things   V。19
To send Timothy
1. Carrying out the great commission
Mt. 28:19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost . 20. Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with
you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
2. This is the Lord’s command.
Jn.10:10  I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more
abundantly.
3. Having received the Holy Spirit
Ac.1:8  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judæa,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
II. Choose to proclaim the good news
Verse 22: “Gospel”: “ευαγγελιον: Good News (好消息).”
1. Doing the Lord’s will
Mk. 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel
to every creature.
2. To have good results
Ac.16:31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,
and thy house. 34. He rejoiced with all his house-hold that he ha believed
in God.
3. Need to repent first
Mk. 1:15 The kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.
III. Choose to honor your elders
Verse 22: “As a son with a father.”
1. To learnt  humbly
Ac. 18:26 And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila
and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto
him the way of God more perfectly.
2. To be able to fear God
Ac. 16:29 Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell
down before Paul and Silas,
3. to have good insights
Ac.10:25 And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him, and fell down at his
feet, and worshipped him.
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To be a good soldier of Christ Jesus.
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
Gal 6:15 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor
uncircumcision, but a new creature. 16. And as many as walk according
to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.
17. From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the
marks of the Lord Jesus.18. Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with your spirit. Amen. Unto the Galatians written from Rome.
To be a good soldier of Christ Jesus.
The prerequisites of receiving victory
It is the biblical teaching:
1. It is a must to become a soldier of Christ Jesus.
2Ti  2:3  Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.
2. Believer should fight victoriously for God’s true word
1Ti 6:12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art
also called, and hast professed a good profession before many
witnesses.
Outline
Having a new life   V。15
A new creation
1. Walking in newness of life
Ro 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ
was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life.
2. To be able to bear much fruit
Jn. 15:5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him,
the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.
3. Yielding yourself to God as instruments of righteousness .
Ro 6:13 yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and
your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.
Fighting  for God   V。16
Upon the “Israel” of God
1. To be a soldier of God
Ge. 32:28 Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince
hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed.
2. There is spiritual warfare
Eph。6 ：12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers
of the darkness , against spiritual wickedness in high places.
3. Obeying God’ commands
1Jn 3:24 And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him.
And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath
given us.
Ac 16:18 And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said
to the spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out
of her. And he came out the same hour.
Having received the Holy Spirit    V。17
the “marks” of Jesus
1. Having the gift of  Holy Spirit
2Co  1:22 Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our
hearts.
2. Being able to overcome the spirit of  antichrist
1Jn 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater
is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.
3. Believing Jesus is the Lord
Ac 2:36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath
made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.
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To be a good worker of the Lord
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
1 Ti 5:17 Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour,
especially they who labour in the word and doctrine.18. For the scripture saith,
Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is
worthy of his reward.
To be a good worker of the Lord
There are three sighs that a good worker must have
to labor for the spreading of the Good News
1Th 2:9 For ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail: for labouring night
and day, because we would not be chargeable unto any of you, we
preached unto you the gospel of God.
It is the Lord’s teaching
Jn.9:4 I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night
cometh, when no man can work.
Outline
It is  to preach the word of the Lord.  V。17
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
“Labor in preaching and teaching people.”
1. Knowing to spread the Good News
Ac.8:36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the
eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?
2. To be able to know God’s word
Jn.4:41 And many more believed because of his own word
3. To reap the harvest from the ready fields.
Jn.4:35  I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are
white already to harvest.
Having the provision of the Lord. V。18
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
“Do not muzzle its mouth.”
1. Receiving  supports from believers
Ac. 16:15  And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us,
saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my
house, and abide there. And she constrained us.
2. For God is faithful
Mt. 6:11  Give us this day our daily bread.
3. To believe in God
Ru. 1:16  And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following
after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I
will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God:
Seeking the Lord’s rewards  V。18
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
“The worker deserves wages.”
1. Willing to work hard for the Lord
1Co. 3:8   Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man
shall receive his own reward according to his own labour.
2. There will be a bid reward from Heaven
Mt. 5:12  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for
so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.
3. Having the desire to store treasures in Heaven
Mt. 6:20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:
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Having the saving faith
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
Heb 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh
to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him. 7  By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not
seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house;
by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the
righteousness which is  by faith.
Having the saving faith
The three expressions of the “saving faith”
Escaping from death comes from Jehovah.
Ps.68:20 He that is our God is the God of salvation; and unto GOD the Lord
belong the issues from death.
Catching fish is better than admiring fish.
Jn7:37  Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me,
and drink. 38  He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of
his belly shall flow rivers of living water.
Outline
Believing the Creator’s sexistence      V。6
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
“A person must believe that God exists.”
1. Recognizing the Owner’s status
Ps.50:12  If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is mine, and the
fulness thereof.
2. Being able to be promoted
Mt.25:21  His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou
hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many
things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.
3. Having the experiential knowledge
Job42:5I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth
thee.
Knowing to fear God                        V。7
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
“Moved with fear.”
1. Knowing to be afraid of God
Isa 6:5 Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes
have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.
2. So that one may receive the great blessing
Ge.22:17 That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy
seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea
shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies;
3. Keeping one-self in control
Ge.39:9  How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God ?
Having the righteousness from faith      V。7
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
“The righteousness that comes from faith.”
1. To live according to God’s righteousness.
Isa 38:3 And said, Remember now, O LORD, I beseech thee, how I have
walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done
that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore.
2. So that one may receive a new life
Ro.1:17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it
is written, The just shall live by faith.
3. Choosing to obey God.
Ac. 5:29 ¶Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to
obey God rather than men.
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It is difficult to disobey the Heaven
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
Eph1:4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy
and without blemish before him in love: 5 having foreordained us unto adoption as
sons through Jesus Christ unto himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to
the praise of the glory of his grace, which he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved:  7 in
whom we have our redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he made to abound toward us in all wisdom
and prudence, 9 making known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good
pleasure which he purposed in him 10 unto a dispensation of the fulness of the times, to
sum up all things in Christ, the things in the heavens, and the things upon the earth; in
him, I say,  11 in whom also we were made a heritage, having been foreordained
according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his will;
It is difficult to disobey the Heaven
Three heavenly wills that a believer needs to obey.
god shows no partiality
Ac10:34 Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons:
Outline
To be his sons thru Jesus Christ V.5
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
“Receive the status of sons through the Lord Christ.”
1. He who believes in the Son has eternal  life
Jn.3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath eternal life
2. Could have peace with God
Ro 5:1 we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ;
3. Having the true faith
Ro 1:5  unto obedience of faith among all the nations
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Romans 1:5: From him we have received grace and apostleship, to bring people among all the nations to the obedience of faith for his name.

All things to be united in him. V。10
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
“All are united in Christ.”
1. To be disciples of the Lord.
Jn 15:7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye will, and it
shall be done unto you. 8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; and
so shall ye be my disciples.
2. He who abides in me, bears much fruit.
Jn. 15 :5 He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same beareth much fruit
3. To be baptized into Christ
Gal3 :27  For as many of you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ.
III. Receive the heavenly inheritance through the Lord
Verse 11: “In him we obtained an inheritance.”
1. The Holy Spirit is the guarantee of our inheritance
Eph 1 :14 which is an earnest of our inheritance
2. To be transferred to the kingdom of His beloved Son
Col.1:13 which is an earnest of our inheritance
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Colossians 1:13: He rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son.

3. To be among those who are sanctified by faith in me.
Ac.26:18  to open their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light and from the
power of Satan unto God, that they may receive remission of sins and an
inheritance among them that are sanctified by faith in me.
Reading 132
To die is the way leads to living
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
Ro 6:8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall
also live with him:
To die is the way leads to living
The knowledge that a Soldier of Christ needs to know
Having the courage to go thru the hope-less situation
Est 4:16 and if I perish, I perish.
Importance: Only then can believers defeat the devil and live out the new life of Christ.
Heb 2:14 that through death he might bring to nought him that
had the power of death, that is, the devil;
2Co  4:11For we who live are always delivered unto death for
Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus may be
manifested in our mortal flesh.
Outline
It is difficult to disobey the Heaven
Eph 1:10 as a plan for the fullness of the times, to unite all things
in him,  things in the heavens, and things upon the
earth.
Ro 6:3 Or are ye ignorant that all we who were baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?
1. God will not yield
Jnh 3:3 So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the
word of Jehovah.
Isa 48:10 I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction.
2. The heaven is higher than earth
Isa 55:9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.
3. abandoning all back-warding possibilities.
Est 4:16 I also and my maidens will fast in like manner; and so will I go in unto the
king, which is not according to the law: and if I perish, I perish.
The Lord is the great God
Ps.95:3 For Jehovah is a great God, And a great King above all gods.
1. He is the creator
Ge.1:1  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
1Jn. 4:4   Ye are of God, my little children, and have overcome them: because
greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world.
2. He created things from nothing
Ro 4:17  Abraham believes that, God gives life to the dead, and calls into
existence the things that do not exist. And God has made him the father
of many nations.
3. To be an innocent person
Da 6:22 My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths, and they
have not hurt me; forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me;
and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt.
28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and of Cyrus the Persian.
Be strong & courageous
Jos 1:6 Be strong and of good courage; for thou shalt cause this people to inherit
the land which I sware unto their fathers to give them.
1. Knowing how to praise God
Ac.16:25 Be strong and of good courage; for thou shalt cause this people to
inherit the land which I sware unto their fathers to give them.
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Acts 16:25: Around midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and the other prisoners were listening attentively.

2. Having the presence of the Lord
2Ch 20:22 And when they began to sing and to praise, Jehovah set ambushes
against the sons of Ammon, Moab, and they were smitten.
3. Choosing to be a living person
Ps.115:17 The dead praise not Jehovah; Neither any that go down into silence.
Jn. 12:11 because that by reason of him many of the Jews went away, and
believed on Jesus.
Reading 133
New Insights for the New Year
Scripture — Luke 24:31–35: Their eyes were opened, and only then did they recognize him. Suddenly Jesus disappeared. 32. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning when he spoke to us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us?” 33. They immediately got up and returned to Jerusalem, where they found the eleven apostles and their companions gathered together, 34. saying, “The Lord has truly risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35. The two recounted everything that had happened on the road and how they had recognized him when he broke the bread.
Title: New Insights for the New Year
Theme: Three insights that the Lord’s disciples must hold.
Introduction: Only after one’s eyes are opened can one lead the blind.
Luke 6:39: Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not both fall into a pit?

Importance: Correct beliefs are a prerequisite for believers’ salvation.
1 Peter 2:2: Desire the pure spiritual milk as newborn babies desire milk, so that by it you may grow toward salvation.

Hebrews 6:1: We should leave the elementary teaching about Christ and strive to advance to perfection.

Outline
I. Jesus is the Christ
Verse 31: “Recognized him.”
1. Receive God’s revelation.
Matthew 16:17: Simon Bar-Jonah, you are blessed! For flesh and blood did not reveal this to you; my Father in heaven revealed it.

2. It is the Lord’s command.
Acts 1:8: But when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will receive power, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

3. Be moved by the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2:37: When the people heard this, they were pierced to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”

II. Carry out the Lord’s word
Verse 33: “Immediately got up.”
1. It is what one must do.
Acts 9:6: Get up! Go into the city, and someone will tell you what you should do.

2. There will certainly be great results.
Acts 9:17: Ananias went, entered the house, laid his hands on Saul, and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road has sent me so that you may see and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

3. Choose to obey God.
Acts 5:29: Peter and the apostles answered, “It is right to obey God rather than people.”

III. Bear witness for the Lord
Verse 35: “Recounted.”
1. It is the Lord Jesus’ command.
Luke 24:48: You are witnesses of these things.

2. Have the Lord working with you.
Acts 4:33: With great power the apostles bore witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.

3. Be filled with the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2:4: They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other countries’ languages, according to the ability the Holy Spirit gave them.

Acts 2:32: This Jesus, God has raised from the dead, and we are all witnesses of this.

Reading 134
To follow the Lord in His steps
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
Scripture — 1 Peter 2:21–25
21 You were called for this very purpose: Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example so that you would follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, and there was no deceit in his mouth. 23 When insulted, he did not retaliate with insults; when harmed, he spoke no threats, but entrusted himself to the Lord who judges people righteously. 24 Hung on the tree, he personally bore our sins, so that, having died to sin, we might live in righteousness. By the wounds from his flogging, you were healed. 25 You were formerly like sheep gone astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

To follow the Lord in His steps
The three examples that the disciples should learn.
A famous teacher will produce top students
The Lord wants believers to learn his examples.
Matthew 11:29: Take my yoke upon you
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Matthew 11:29: I am gentle and humble in heart. “Take my yoke upon you,” and learn from my example; then your hearts will find rest.

Outline
To trust God totally V.23
give himself up to  Him
To do  Gods will
Luke 22:42: Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup
from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.
So that one may be able to enter  the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 7:21: ¶Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.
To believe that God’s thoughts are the best.
Isaiah 55:9: For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so
are my ways higher than your ways, and my
thoughts than your thoughts.
Be the sins-bearing lamb  V. 24
bore our sins.
Paying the price of sins.
Isaiah 53:12 and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he
bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the
transgressors.
So that one may have the new life
2 Co 1:6 If we are afflicted, it is for your consolation & salvation.
1 Co 4:15  For though ye have ten thousand instructers in Christ,
yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have
begotten you through the gospel.
Having the knowledge to praise God.
Acts 16:25  And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang
praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them.
To be able to nurture souls. V.25
The Shepherd of souls.
So that  God’s people may have life.
John 10:10 I am come that they might have life, and that they
might have it more abundantly.
This is regarded very as an important thing by the Lord
Mtt.16:26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul?
Paying attention to believer’s receiving of the Holy Spirit.
Acts 19:2 He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost
since ye believed?
Reading 135
To be in Christ
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
Scripture — 2 Corinthians 5:17–19
17 If anyone is in Christ, that person is a new creation. The old things have passed away; all have become new. 18 Everything comes from God. Through Christ he reconciled us to himself, and he gave us the ministry of urging people to be reconciled to him. 19 This means that God, in Christ, reconciled the people of the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusted this message of reconciliation to us.

To be in Christ
There are three things that the one who is in
Christ must know.
So that one may be able to receive the eternal life.
Ro.6:23 but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.
One should not disobey God’s will.
Mtt.7:21  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the
will of my Father who is in heaven.
Outline
To become new creation  V。17
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
“He is a new creation.”
Having the righteousness and  sanctification
Eph 4:24 put on the new man, that after God hath been
created in righteousness and holiness of truth.
To become a saint
1Co 1:2 the church of God which is at Corinth, even them that
are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints
To deny one’s old self.
Gal.2:20 I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I
that live, but Christ living in me:
Must be reconciled to God.   V。18
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
“Reconciled us to himself.”
By the death of Christ
Ro.5:10 While we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by
the  death of his son.
To be able to come before God.
Col.1:22yet now hath he reconciled in the body of his flesh
through death, to present you holy before him:
To make the New Covenant with God
Heb.8:10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house
of Israel After those days, I will put my laws into their mind,
And on their heart also will I write them: And I will be to
them a God, And they shall be to me a people:
To make known  Good News  V.19
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
“Entrusted the message to us.”
Preaching  the gospel  (ευαγγελιον)
Mk. 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to the whole creation.
Having God’s co-working
Mk. 16:20 And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the
Lord working with them, and confirming the word by the
signs that followed.
Telling the audience to repent first.
Mk.1:15 The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand:
repent ye, and believe in the gospel.
Reading 136
To be worthy of receiving salvation
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
Scripture: Galatians 6:15 — Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision matters; what matters is becoming a new creation.
16. May peace and mercy be added to all who follow this principle, and to the Israel of God.
17. From now on, let no one trouble me, because I bear the marks of Jesus on my body.
18. Brothers, may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ always be in your hearts. Amen!
To be worthy of receiving salvation
There are three qualities the salvation receiver needs to have.
The Lord expects good qualities from the salvation receivers.
Lk.17:19 And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath 
                       made thee whole.
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Luke 17:19 — He said to the man, “Get up and go. Your faith has saved you.”
Only those who are righteous in the sight of God, could receive the salvation of souls.
Romans 1:17 — This righteousness is from faith to faith. As it is written, “The righteous will live by faith.”
Rm.1:17 The just shall live by faith.
But a new creation
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
I. Have new life
Verse 15: “A new creation.”
We might walk in the newness of life.
Rm.6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: 
               that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory 
              of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
After the image of its creator.
Col.3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in 
                     knowledge after the image of him that created him
Need to be in Christ.
Gal.3:27For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put 
                        on Christ.
2Co.  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
2 Corinthians 5:17 — If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old things have passed away; everything has become new.
V。16  New commission
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
II. Carry out a new commission
Verse 16: “Israel” (ישראל) comes from שרה (“wrestle”; Genesis 32:28).
To fight for God
2Ti: Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus 
            Christ.
Name be written in the book of life
Rev 3:5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white 
           raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Revelation 3:5 — Those who overcome will be clothed in white in this way. I will certainly not blot their names out of the Book of Life, and I will acknowledge their names before my Father and his angels.
To belong to God
1Jn.4:4 greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
1 John 4:4 — Little children, you belong to God and have overcome them, because the one in you is greater than the one in the world.
Rm.8:9 Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of 
                   his.
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Romans 8:9 — If God’s Spirit lives in your hearts, you do not belong to the flesh but to the Holy Spirit. If anyone does not have Christ’s Spirit, he does not belong to Christ.
The marks of Jesus
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
III. Receive a new identity
Verse 17: “Marks.”
To be a servant of Christ
1Rm. 1:1Paul, a servant  (δουλος) of Jesus Christ
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Romans 1:1 — Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle and set apart to proclaim God’s gospel.
To have Holy Spirit living in one’s heart
2Co: 1:22 Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the 
                  Spirit in our hearts.
To humble oneself in the sight of the Lord
Jas 4:10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall 
                    lift you up.
Acts 10:25And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him, and 
                     fell down at his feet, and worshipped him.
Translation note
The heading inside this document differs from its Drive filename; the document’s own heading is used. Every Chinese passage is translated, and the English already present is retained separately with line wrapping and spacing normalized. Some existing English quotations are shorter than the Chinese or have incomplete labels; they remain fragments as supplied. The new English translation of the Chinese does not omit those additional Chinese words. The Hebrew/Greek forms and the author’s theological interpretation remain unchanged.
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Act to Thank God
Scripture: Psalm 116:12–16 — 12. What shall I give in return to Jehovah for all the great kindness he has shown me? 13. I will lift up the cup of salvation and praise Jehovah’s name. 14. I will fulfill my vows to Jehovah before all his people. 15. In Jehovah’s eyes, the death of his holy people is very precious. 16. O Jehovah, I truly am your servant; I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have loosened my bonds.
Act to Thank God
Theme: Three actions of thanksgiving to God.
Introduction: Do not forget kindness and betray the obligation it creates
Important: The Lord hopes that those who have received grace will give thanks.
Luke 17:17 — Jesus said, “Were not ten people cleansed? Where are the other nine?”
Outline
I. Willingly praise God
Verse 13: “Praise Jehovah’s name.”
1. This is the purpose of life
Isaiah 43:7 — Everyone called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.
2. Respond to God’s love
Psalm 100:4 — Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise. Give thanks to him and bless his name!
3. Praise amid difficulties
Acts 16:25 — About midnight, Paul and Silas prayed and sang hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners listened intently.
II. Fulfill the vows you have made
Verse 14: “Fulfill my vows to Jehovah.”
1. Vows made should be fulfilled
1 Samuel 1:22 — But Hannah did not go up. She said to her husband, “When the child is weaned, I will take him up to appear before Jehovah, so that he may remain there forever.”
2. Only then can one prosper
Ecclesiastes 5:6 — Do not let your mouth cause your flesh to sin, and do not say before the priest (the original word means messenger) that the vow was made by mistake. Why should God become angry at your voice and destroy the work of your hands?
3. Fulfill vows promptly
Ecclesiastes 5:4 — When you make a vow to God, do not delay in fulfilling it, because he takes no pleasure in fools. You should therefore fulfill what you have vowed.
III. Be the Lord’s true servant
Verse 16: “I truly am your servant” (עבד).
1. Praise the true God
Psalm 113:1 — Praise Jehovah! Servants of Jehovah, praise him; praise Jehovah’s name!
2. Receive God’s protection
Psalm 143:12 — In your steadfast love, cut off my enemies and destroy all who mistreat me, because I am your servant.
3. Ask God for understanding
Psalm 119:125 — I am your servant. Please give me understanding, so that I may know your statutes.
Translation note
The opening source prints 和華 in verse 16; this apparent omission is rendered Jehovah in context. The source’s reference spacing 傳5 6 is normalized to Ecclesiastes 5:6. All supplied Scripture wording, the parenthetical original-language gloss, the Hebrew עבד and every outline point are included.
Reading 138
Living out of God’s love
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
I John 4:19  We love him, because he first loved us. 20. If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a 
                                liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not 
                                seen ? 21.And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.
Living out of God’s love
The three characteristics of God’s love.
To love others with God’s love
John 13:34A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also 
                                    love one another.
Romans 5:8  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Outline
It is the highest benefit               V。19
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Verse 19: God first “loved” (Αγαπαω) us.
John 3:16    For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
                                  should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Seeking to have eternal life
I  Timothy 4:8 For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the 
                                    life that now is, and of that which is to come.
Having life is more important
Thtt.16:26  For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a 
                                  man give in exchange for his soul?
Ecclesiastes 9:4  For to him that is joined to all the living there is hope: for a living dog is better than a dead lion.
To have God’s calling
Roman 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 
                                according to his purpose.
11 Peter 2:17  These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness 
                                   is reserved for ever.
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
2 Peter 2:7–8 — 7. He rescued only righteous Lot, who was continually grieved by the wicked people’s sexual immorality. 8. (For that righteous man lived among them, seeing and hearing their lawless deeds, and his righteous heart was hurt day after day.)
It must be truthful                      V。20
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Verse 20: He is “lying.”
1 Cor 13:6  Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth
living out God’s nature
John 14:6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
Genesis 50:21 Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little ones. And he comforted them, and   
                                     spake kindly unto them.
Having the unceasing love
John 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of 
                                 himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.
To let the Holy Spirit dwell in heart
Romans 5:5   And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
                                     Ghost which is given unto us.
it is God’s commandment                       V。21
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Verse 21: The “command” received.
1 John 3:11 For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.
Accepting people for the Lord
Acts 9:27 But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared unto them how he had seen the 
                              Lord in the way, and that he had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the 
                              name of Jesus.
It is the evidence of having God’s love
John 14:15  If ye love me, keep my commandments.
To fear God truly
Genesis22:12   And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know 
                                   that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.
Translation note
Every Chinese passage is translated in full, with the existing English retained separately rather than treated as an exact translation. The Chinese 2 Peter 2:7–8 passage about Lot is paired in the source with a different English passage labeled “11 Peter 2:17”; both are preserved. Several other English excerpts are longer than the Chinese, or phrase the headings differently. Original English labels and typos, including “Thtt.16:26,” remain visible. The apparent Chinese typo 主麼 in Acts 9:27 is understood contextually as “how the Lord.” Greek Αγαπαω is retained as supplied. No text beyond the source’s excerpt boundaries is added.
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Having the desire for the salvation of soul.
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried,  
           saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink. 38. He that 
           believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, from within him shall flow 
           rivers of living water. 39. But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that  
           believed on him were to receive: for the Spirit was not yet given ; because 
           Jesus was not yet glorified.
Having the desire for the salvation of soul.
There three things that the salvation seeker would do
Man should have a noble vision to keep.
Matthew 11:12: And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom 
                                of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force.
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Matthew 11:12 — From the time of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven is entered through effort, and those who make the effort obtain it.
Psalms 42:1: As the deer panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul    
                           after thee, O God.
1 Peter 2:2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye 
                              may grow thereby:
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
1 Peter 2:2 — Long for pure spiritual milk, as newborn babies long for milk, so that through it you may gradually grow and receive salvation.
Outlines
“Come to me and drink.”
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
I. Come before the Lord
Verse 37: “Come to me.”
Willing to follow the Lord
John 1:37 And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.
To be protected by the Lord
John 17:12: While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: 
                         those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, 
                          but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled.
There is no guile in one’s mine
John 1:47: Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, Behold 
                               an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!
To believe and obey the Lord Jesus
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
II. Believe and obey the Lord Jesus
Verse 38: “Believe in me.”
To believe and obey the true words of God
Romans 1:5: By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for 
                     obedience to the faith among all nations, for his name:
So that the love of God may born in one’s heart.
I Timothy 1:5: Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure 
                                    heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned:
Letting God ‘s working in one’s heart
Acts 16:14: ¶And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the 
                     city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the 
                      Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken 
                      of Paul.
Let the Lord have the glory
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
III. Let the Lord receive glory
Verse 39: “Jesus had not yet received glory.”
Render the glory to God
Luke 17:18 There are not found that returned to give glory to God, 
                              save this stranger. 19. And he said unto him, Arise, go thy 
                              way: thy faith hath made thee whole.
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Luke 17:18–19 — 18. “Has no one except this foreigner returned to give glory to God?” 19. Then he said to the man, “Get up and go. Your faith has saved you.”
For this is the purpose of human life
Isaiah43:7  Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created 
                       him or my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him.
To pass the test from God
Acts 16:25: ¶And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises 
                         unto God: and the prisoners heard them.
Translation note
The document’s internal Chinese title is used; it is longer than the Drive filename. Every Chinese passage is fully translated, while every existing English passage is retained separately with line wrapping normalized. The two language versions sometimes differ substantially: for example, Matthew 11:12, John 17:12, and the salvation clause present in the Chinese 1 Peter 2:2 but absent from its English excerpt. These differences are preserved rather than harmonized. Existing English typos such as “one’s mine,” “There three things,” and “him or my glory” remain visible. No missing continuation is invented.
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Build a Church That Accords with God’s Will
Scripture: 1 Peter 2:1–6 — 1. Therefore, since you have put away all malice (or, insidious malice), deceit, hypocrisy, envy and all slanderous words, 2. long for pure spiritual milk, as newborn babies long for milk, so that through it you may gradually grow and receive salvation. 3. If you have tasted the Lord’s grace, you will certainly do this. 4. The Lord is the living stone: although rejected by people, he is chosen and precious to God. 5. As you come before the Lord, you too are like living stones, built into a spiritual house to be holy priests, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6. For Scripture says, “Look, I lay in Zion a chosen and precious cornerstone. Whoever trusts in him will certainly not be put to shame.”
Build a Church That Accords with God’s Will
Theme: Three requirements the Lord has for the church.
Introduction: Build according to the “blueprint”
Important:
1. The “church” is the “assembly” (Εκκλησια) of the Lord’s disciples (Acts 7:38); it is “the Lord’s body.”
Ephesians 1:23 — The church is his body, filled by the one who fills all things.
2. The Lord will reject churches that do not meet his requirements.
Revelation 3:16 — Since you are lukewarm, neither cold nor hot, I will certainly spit you out of my mouth.
Since you are lukewarm, neither cold nor hot, I will certainly spit you out of my mouth.
Outline
I. Put away sin
Verse 1: “Put away all malice.”
1. Meet the requirements for baptism
Acts 2:38 — Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given.”
2. Only then receive salvation
Titus 3:5 — He saved us, not because of righteous deeds we ourselves had done, but according to his mercy, through the washing of rebirth and the Holy Spirit’s renewal.
3. Rely only on the Lord’s precious blood
Revelation 1:5 — He loves us and used his own blood to free us from sin (some ancient manuscripts read “wash away” sin).
II. Have mature life
Verse 2: “Receive salvation through gradual growth.”
1. Be willing to be a slave of righteousness
Romans 6:19 — Just as you formerly offered your bodily members as slaves to impurity and lawlessness, resulting in lawlessness, now offer them as slaves to righteousness, resulting in holiness.
2. Become holy in the Lord
1 Corinthians 1:2 — To God’s church in Corinth, those made holy in Christ Jesus and called to be saints, together with everyone everywhere who calls on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Christ is their Lord and ours.
3. Follow the Holy Spirit’s prompting
2 Thessalonians 2:13 — Brothers beloved by the Lord, we ought always to thank God for you, because from the beginning he chose you so that, through believing the true way and being moved by the Holy Spirit, you might become holy and receive salvation.
III. Continually offer spiritual sacrifices
Verse 5: “Offer spiritual sacrifices pleasing to God.”
1. These are what please God
Hebrews 13:15–16 — 15. Through Jesus, we should continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God: the fruit of the lips of those who acknowledge the Lord’s name. 16. Do not forget to do good and contribute to others, because such sacrifices please God.
2. Have a “priestly office” (Ιερατευμα: priesthood; Ιερεις: priest)
1 Peter 2:9 — But you are a chosen people, royal priests, a holy nation and people who belong to God.
3. Offer a “sanctified” living sacrifice
Romans 15:16 — He made me a servant of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, serving as a priest of God’s gospel so that the Gentiles offered up, made holy through the Holy Spirit, may be acceptable.
Translation note
The source repeats the Revelation 3:16 sentence; both occurrences are retained. All supplied Scripture excerpts, parenthetical alternative readings, subpoints and Greek forms are included. The source’s singular English gloss “priest” beside Ιερεις is preserved as printed. No unquoted verse continuation or sermon prose is supplied.
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Have the Holy Spirit Dwelling in the Heart
Scripture: Isaiah 11:2 — Jehovah’s Spirit will certainly rest on him: the Spirit who gives him wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and power, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of Jehovah.
Have the Holy Spirit Dwelling in the Heart
Theme: Three marks of having the Holy Spirit in the heart.
Introduction: Have the joy of Paul and Silas
Acts 13:52 — The disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.
Important: Only then can one enter God’s kingdom.
John 3:5 — I tell you most truly: unless someone is born of water and the Holy Spirit, he cannot enter God’s kingdom.
Outline
I. Have wisdom
Verse 2: “Wisdom.”
1. It comes from God
1 John 5:20 — We also know that God’s Son has come and given us wisdom so that we know the one who is true and are in him—that is, in Jesus.
Acts 6:3 — Choose from among you seven men of good reputation, filled with the Holy Spirit and with abundant wisdom, and we will appoint them to manage this matter.
2. Be able to receive honor
Proverbs 3:35 — The wise will certainly inherit honor; even the exaltation of fools becomes disgrace.
3. Ask God for wisdom
James 1:5 — If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask the God who gives grace without rebuking people, and the Lord will certainly give it to him.
II. Have power
Verse 2: “Power.”
1. It is given by God
Psalm 68:28 — Israel’s power is given by God.
2. It is for God’s glory
Exodus 15:6 — O Jehovah, your right hand exercises power and displays glory.
3. Be faithful to the Lord
1 Timothy 1:12 — I thank our Lord Christ Jesus, who gives me strength, because he considered me faithful and appointed me to serve him.
III. Fear God
Verse 2: “Fear.”
1. Keep the Lord’s teachings
Psalm 119:63 — I am a companion of everyone who fears you and keeps your instructions.
2. Certainly lack nothing
Psalm 34:9 — Jehovah’s holy people, fear him, because those who fear him lack nothing.
3. Delight in fearing God
Isaiah 11:3 — He will certainly delight in the fear of Jehovah. He will not judge by what his eyes see or decide right and wrong by what his ears hear.
Translation note
The internal title is retained; the Drive filename adds “truly.” The source introduction names Paul and Silas while citing Acts 13:52; both the names and citation are preserved. All Scripture excerpts end where the source ends, without invented continuation.
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Be a Believer of the New Covenant
Scripture: Hebrews 8:10, 13 — 10. The Lord also says, “After those days, this is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel: I will put my laws within them and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.” 13. By speaking of a new covenant, he has made the former covenant old. What is growing old and declining will certainly soon disappear.
Theme: Three biblical truths that new-covenant believers must accept.
Important: The Lord wants his disciples to replace the “old law” with the “new command.”
John 13:34 — I give you a new command: love one another. Just as I have loved you, you should also love one another.
Matthew 22:37–40 — 37. Jesus told him, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul and all your mind. 38. This is the first and greatest commandment. 39. The second is like it: love others as yourself. 40. These two commandments sum up all the teaching of the Law and the Prophets.”
Introduction: Heed the revelation of God’s messenger
Ephesians 3:3 — Through revelation he made the mystery of the gospel known to me, as I wrote briefly before.
Outline
I. Have the Holy Spirit in the heart
Verse 10: “The laws written on the heart.”
1. The Holy Spirit gives spiritual meaning
2 Corinthians 3:3 — You are clearly Christ’s letter, prepared through us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God; not on tablets of stone but on tablets of the heart.
2. Have life renewed
Titus 3:5 — He saved us through the washing of rebirth and the Holy Spirit’s renewal.
3. Act according to the Holy Spirit
1 Corinthians 12:3 — No one can say that Jesus is Lord unless moved by the Holy Spirit.
II. Be God’s people
Verse 10: “They will be my people.”
1. Become citizens of heaven
Philippians 3:20 — But we are citizens of heaven.
2. Receive an imperishable body
1 Corinthians 15:52 — The dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.
3. Do much of the Lord’s work
1 Corinthians 15:58 — Be sure to stand firm and continually strive to do much of the Lord’s work.
III. Keep the new covenant
Verse 13: “The old covenant will soon disappear.”
1. Have God’s love
Matthew 22:40 — These two commandments sum up all the teaching of the Law and the Prophets.
2. Be able to receive God’s choosing
Romans 8:28 — To benefit those who love God, who are called according to his will.
3. Live out God’s love
Romans 13:8 — Owe no one anything, except that you should always regard “loving one another” (αγαπαν) as a debt, because whoever loves others has fulfilled the law.
Translation note
All supplied wording, excerpts, references and the Greek αγαπαν are preserved. Some quoted verses are brief fragments; the translation supplies no missing continuation. The author’s statement about replacing the old law is translated as given.
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Sermons for Family Sunday Gatherings
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
Sermons for Family Sunday Gatherings
1. Psalm 85:9–10 — Have Spiritual Wisdom
2. Hebrews 8:10–13 — Be a Believer of the New Covenant
3. Luke 2:10–11 — The True Meaning of the Gospel
4. John 13:34 — Have God’s Love
5. Galatians 6:15–18 — What God Values
6. Luke 15:17–23 — Be God’s Good Children
7. 2 Timothy 2:3–6 — Fight for God
8. Matthew 6:33–34 — Have Spiritual Wisdom
9. John 6:63–64 — Learn the Lord’s Words
10. Luke 15:17–21 — Have the Basic Knowledge Needed for Salvation
11. Psalm 53:1–2 — Prerequisites for Salvation
12. Romans 26:30 — Live Out God’s Love
13. Micah 6:8 — Walk with Your God
14. Luke 24:44–49 — The Risen Lord’s Instructions
15. Mark 16:15–18 — Conditions for Salvation
16. Luke 14:25–33 — Be the Lord’s Good Disciple
1. Have Spiritual Wisdom — Psalm 85:9–10
Verse 9: His salvation is indeed near those who fear him, so that glory may dwell in our land.
Verse 10: Lovingkindness and honesty meet together; righteousness and peace draw close to each other.
Theme: Three responses wise people will make toward God.
Introduction: “Act in accordance with Heaven.” Example: a warship gives way to a lighthouse.
2 Timothy 2:13 — Even if we are unfaithful, he remains trustworthy, because he cannot deny himself.
Importance: It concerns life and death.
1 John 5:12 — Whoever has God’s Son has life; whoever does not have God’s Son does not have life.
Outline
I. Fear the true God
Verse 9: “Fear.”
1. This expresses wisdom
Psalm 111:10 — The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of wisdom.
2. Receive God’s rescue
Psalm 34:7 — Jehovah’s messenger camps around those who fear him and rescues them.
3. Learn to fear God
Deuteronomy 17:19 — Read it throughout your life, so as to learn to fear Jehovah and carefully observe all the words and statutes of this book of the law.
II. Be honest with God
Verse 10: “Honesty.”
1. Be in the truth
John 4:23 — Those who truly worship the Father must worship him in spirit and honesty.
2. Receive God’s protection
Psalm 31:23 — Jehovah protects honest people.
3. Speak truth in the heart
Psalm 15:2 — Who can live on your holy mountain? Those whose conduct is upright, who act righteously and speak truth in their hearts.
III. Be a righteous person
Verse 10: “Righteousness.”
1. Follow the Lord on righteous paths
Psalm 23:3 — For his own name, he guides me on righteous paths.
2. Certainly receive life through faith
Romans 1:17 — The righteous will live by faith.
3. Be willing to walk with God
Genesis 6:9 — Noah was a righteous man. Noah walked with God.
2. Be a Believer of the New Covenant — Hebrews 8:10, 13
Verse 10: The Lord also says, “After those days, this is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel: I will put my laws within them and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.” 13. By speaking of a new covenant, he has made the former covenant old. What is growing old and declining will certainly soon disappear.
Theme: Three biblical truths that new-covenant believers must accept.
Important: The Lord wants his disciples to replace the “old law” with the “new command.”
John 13:34 — I give you a new command: love one another. Just as I have loved you, you should also love one another.
Matthew 22:37–40 — 37. Jesus told him, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul and all your mind. 38. This is the first and greatest commandment. 39. The second is like it: love others as yourself. 40. These two commandments sum up all the teaching of the Law and the Prophets.”
Introduction: Heed the revelation of God’s messenger.
Ephesians 3:3 — Through revelation he made the mystery of the gospel known to me, as I wrote briefly before.
Outline
I. Have the Holy Spirit in the heart
Verse 10: “The laws written on the heart.”
1. The Holy Spirit gives spiritual meaning
2 Corinthians 3:3 — You are clearly Christ’s letter, prepared through us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God; not on tablets of stone but on tablets of the heart.
2. Have life renewed
Titus 3:5 — He saved us through the washing of rebirth and the Holy Spirit’s renewal.
3. Act according to the Holy Spirit
1 Corinthians 12:3 — No one can say that Jesus is Lord unless moved by the Holy Spirit.
II. Be God’s people
Verse 10: “They will be my people.”
1. Become citizens of heaven
Philippians 3:20 — But we are citizens of heaven.
2. Receive an imperishable body
1 Corinthians 15:52 — The dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.
3. Do much of the Lord’s work
1 Corinthians 15:58 — Be sure to stand firm and continually strive to do much of the Lord’s work.
III. Keep the new covenant
Verse 13: “The old covenant will soon disappear.”
1. Have God’s love
Matthew 22:40 — These two commandments sum up all the teaching of the Law and the Prophets.
2. Be able to receive God’s choosing
Romans 8:28 — To benefit those who love God, who are called according to his will.
3. Live out God’s love
Romans 13:8 — Owe no one anything, except that you should always regard loving one another as a debt, because whoever loves others has fulfilled the law.
3. The True Meaning of the Gospel — Luke 2:10–11
The angel told them, “Do not be afraid! I bring you news of great joy (ευ-αγγελιον), concerning all peoples, because today in David’s city a Savior has been born for you: Christ the Lord.”
Theme: Three marks of those who believe the gospel.
Introduction: Those who secretly substitute one thing for another (literally, “steal the beams and replace the pillars”) are guilty.
Galatians 1:9 — If anyone preaches to you a gospel different from the one you received, he should be cursed.
I. Be rescued from sin
Verse 11: “Savior” = lifeguard.
1. Be freed from sin
Matthew 1:21 — She will bear a son, and you must name him Jesus, because he will rescue his people from their sins.
2. Have joy in the heart
Acts 16:34 — He and his whole household were very joyful because they had believed God.
3. Be willing to repent sincerely
Luke 15:21 — The son said, “Father! I have sinned against heaven and against you. From now on, I am not worthy to be called your son.”
II. Be Jesus’ servant
Verse 11: “Lord” = owner. (Psalm 50:12)
1. Be willing to do God’s will
Luke 1:38 — Mary said, “I am the Lord’s maidservant. I am willing for your words to be fulfilled in me.”
2. Become a blessed person
Luke 1:48 — Because he has cared for his maidservant’s lowly condition, from now on all generations will call me blessed.
3. Carry out the Lord’s commission
Romans 1:5 — From him we received grace and the office of apostle, to bring people in all nations to believe and obey the true way for his name.
III. Receive the Holy Spirit’s anointing
Verse 11: “Christ” = anointed one. (Daniel 9:25; Isaiah 61:1)
1. Have the gift of the Holy Spirit
Acts 2:38 — Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given.
2. Be able to enter God’s kingdom
John 3:5 — Unless someone is born of water and the Holy Spirit, he cannot enter God’s kingdom.
3. Be willing to obey God
Acts 5:32 — The Holy Spirit whom God gives to obedient people also testifies to this.
4. Have God’s Love (αγγαπη) — John 13:34
I give you a new command: love one another. Just as I have loved you, you should also love one another.
Theme: Three steps toward receiving God’s love.
Introduction: Choose to have God’s love.
1 Corinthians 16:22 — If anyone does not love the Lord, that person is accursed.
I. Know the definition of love
1. Be willing to lift the other person up
John 3:16 — God loved the people of the world so much that he gave them his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but will have eternal life.
2. Receive the Lord’s acceptance
John 21:15 — “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”
3. Act in love
Ephesians 5:2 — Also act in love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself for us.
II. Choose to pass from death into life
*[The source appends the unclear character 䜣 to this heading.]*
1. Love is God’s nature
1 John 4:8 — Because God is love.
2. Only then have new life
1 John 3:14 — Because we love our brothers, we know that we have passed from death into life.
3. Remain in Christ
Romans 8:39 — This love is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
III. Receive the Lord’s Spirit
1. Receive the Holy Spirit’s outpouring
Romans 5:5 — Because the Holy Spirit given to us has poured God’s love into our hearts.
2. Only then truly believe in the Lord
1 Corinthians 12:3 — No one can say that Jesus is Lord unless moved by the Holy Spirit.
3. Be willing to believe and obey the true way
Romans 1:5 — From him we received grace and the office of apostle, to bring people in all nations to believe and obey the true way for his name.
5. What God Values — Galatians 6:15–18
Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision matters; what matters is becoming a new creation. 16. May peace and mercy be added to all who follow this principle, and to the Israel of God. 17. From now on, let no one trouble me, because I bear the marks of Jesus on my body. 18. Brothers, may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ always be in your hearts. Amen!
Theme: Three things believers must do.
Introduction: Share Christ’s heart.
Philippians 1:8 — Sharing Christ Jesus’ heart, I long deeply for all of you.
I. Have new life
Verse 15: “Become a new creation.”
1. Have inward beauty
Romans 2:29 — True circumcision is also of the heart, depending on the Spirit rather than written forms.
2. Be able to become saints
1 Corinthians 1:2 — Those made holy in Christ Jesus and called to be saints.
3. Be baptized into Christ
Galatians 3:27 — All of you who were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
II. Have the peace the Lord gives
Verse 16: “May peace be added to them.”
1. Already be at peace with God
Romans 5:1 — Since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
2. Be able to get along with others
Colossians 3:15 — Also let Christ’s peace rule in your hearts; for this you were called to become one body.
3. Through Jesus’ death
Romans 5:10 — For when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through his Son’s death.
III. Have the mark of belonging to the Lord
Verse 17: “Bear the marks of Jesus on the body.”
1. Have the Holy Spirit as a guarantee
2 Corinthians 1:22 — He also sealed us and gave the Holy Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.
2. Receive the heavenly inheritance
Ephesians 1:14 — This Holy Spirit is the guarantee of our inheritance (the original word means a pledge).
3. Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit
Acts 2:38 — So that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given.
6. Be God’s Good Children — Luke 15:17–23
17. He came to his senses and said, “How many hired workers in my father’s house have more than enough food, while I am starving to death here? 18. I will get up and go to my father and tell him, ‘Father! I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19. From now on, I am not worthy to be called your son. Treat me as a hired worker!’” 20. So he got up and went to his father. While he was still far away, his father saw him and was moved with compassion. He ran, embraced his neck and kissed him repeatedly. 21. The son said, “Father! I have sinned against heaven and against you. From now on, I am not worthy to be called your son.” 22. But the father commanded the servants, “Quickly bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and shoes on his feet. 23. Bring the fattened calf and slaughter it; we can eat, drink and rejoice.”
Theme: Three things God’s good children should do.
Introduction: Bring joy to the Father.
I. Know there is God the Father
Verse 17: “My father.”
1. Remember the source when drinking water
Genesis 2:7 — Jehovah God made man from the dust of the ground; his name was Adam.
2. Because the Father is the great God
Psalm 95:3 — Jehovah is the great God, the great King above all gods.
3. Honor the Lord as holy
Matthew 6:9 — Our Father in heaven, may everyone honor your name as holy.
II. Repair the relationship
Verse 18: “Tell him: I have sinned against heaven and against you.”
1. Have a respectful and obedient heart
Luke 2:51 — He went down with them and obeyed them.
2. Be able to receive God’s promise
Ephesians 6:3 — Honor your father and mother, so that you may be blessed and live long on earth.
3. Walk in the truth
Ephesians 6:1 — Children, obey your parents in the Lord.
III. Make God the Father glad
Verse 22: “We can eat, drink and rejoice.”
1. Be willing to give the whole heart to the Lord
Proverbs 23:26 — My son, give me your heart.
2. Receive the Father’s abundant kindness
Luke 15:23 — Bring the fattened calf and slaughter it; we can eat, drink and rejoice.
3. Be a righteous person
Proverbs 23:24 — A righteous person’s father will greatly rejoice; whoever fathers a wise son will certainly delight in him.
7. Fight for God — 2 Timothy 2:3–6
Share suffering with me like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4. No one serving as a soldier entangles himself in worldly affairs, so that he may please the one who enlisted him. 5. If someone competes in an athletic contest, he cannot receive a crown unless he follows the rules. 6. The farmer who labors should receive the food first.
Theme: Qualifications for being God’s soldier.
Introduction: “Seek high quality.”
Matthew 22:14 — For many are called, but few are chosen.
Importance: Be able to reign with the Lord.
2 Timothy 2:12 — If we endure, we will certainly also reign with him.
I. Be able to lead people to the Lord
Verse 3: “Like a good soldier.”
1. The duty of the Lord’s disciples
Acts 26:18 — I send you to them to open their eyes and turn them from Satan’s authority to God.
2. There is spiritual warfare
Ephesians 6:12 — It is a struggle against rulers, authorities, those who govern this dark world and evil spirits in the heavenly realm.
3. Put on the whole armor
Ephesians 6:11 — Put on all the armor God gives, so that you can resist the devil’s schemes.
II. Desire God’s reward
Verse 5: “Receive a crown.”
1. Receive a crown of glory
Source reference: 後前5:4 — You will certainly receive the crown of glory that never fades.
2. Accord with God’s will
John 10:10 — I came so that the sheep (or, people) may have life, and have it more abundantly.
3. Do not mind suffering
Romans 8:18 — The present sufferings, compared with the glory that will be revealed in us, are not worth being concerned about.
III. Be able to produce spiritual food
Verse 6: “Receive food.”
1. Be a spiritual farmer
1 Corinthians 2:4 — The word I preach is through the clear demonstration of the Holy Spirit and power.
2. Receive a crown of righteousness
2 Timothy 4:8 — From now on, a crown of righteousness is kept for me.
3. Practice Scripture’s right meaning
2 Timothy 2:15 — You should explain the word of truth according to its right meaning.
8. Have Spiritual Wisdom — Matthew 6:33–34
Seek his kingdom and his righteousness first, and all these things will be added to you. 34. Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, because tomorrow has its own worries.
Theme: Three wise decisions believers should make.
Introduction: “Keep God’s commands in the heart.”
Psalm 119:98 — Your commands always remain in my heart and make me wiser than my enemies.
Importance: Have a fountain of life.
Proverbs 16:22 — Those who have wisdom have a fountain of life.
I. Accept God’s rule
Verse 33: “Kingdom” (βασιλεια).
1. Surrender to the true God
Acts 16:29 — The jailer called for lights and rushed in, trembling as he fell down before Paul and Silas.
2. Have the Lord’s presence
Mark 4:38 — Jesus was in the stern of the boat, sleeping on a pillow. The disciples woke him and said, “Teacher! We are perishing. Do you not care?”
3. Carry out the Lord’s instructions
Luke 5:5 — Simon said, “Teacher, we labored all night and caught nothing. But according to your word, I will lower the net.”
II. Accord with God’s righteousness
Verse 33: “Righteousness.”
1. Do not dare to sin against God
Genesis 39:9 — How could I do this great evil and sin against God?
2. Have effective faith
Romans 1:17 — This righteousness is from faith to faith. As Scripture says, “The righteous will live by faith.”
3. Choose to be a servant of righteousness
Romans 6:13 — Offer yourselves to God, and offer your bodily members to God as instruments of righteousness.
III. Receive the peace the Lord gives
Verse 34: “Do not worry.”
1. Rely on the Lord in daily life
Daniel 6:10 — He knelt on both knees before his God, praying and giving thanks, as he usually did.
2. Have peace in the heart
Philippians 4:7 — The peace God gives, beyond what people expect, will certainly guard your hearts and thoughts in Christ Jesus.
3. Be innocent before the Lord
Daniel 6:22 — God made the lions not harm me, because I am innocent before God.
9. Learn God’s Words — John 6:63–64
63. It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is of no benefit. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64. But there are some among you who do not believe.
Theme: Three truths believers must accept.
Importance: “The blue dye surpasses the indigo plant.”
Psalm 119:99 — I have greater understanding than my teachers, because I reflect on your testimonies.
Introduction: Discipline is beneficial.
Psalm 119:71 — Suffering was beneficial to me, so that I would learn your statutes.
I. The words are God’s Spirit
Verse 63: “The words are spirit.”
1. God’s words are principles of law
John 1:1 — In the beginning was the Word, the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2. Be able to make a covenant with God
Hebrews 8:10 — This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel: I will put my laws within them and write them on their hearts.
3. Be willing to become a new creation
Galatians 6:15 — “Circumcision—what matters is becoming a new creation.”
*[The source prints the disjointed wording 受割禮要緊的就是作新造的人; no missing negative or contrast is supplied.]*
II. The Spirit gives people life
Verse 63: “Are life.”
1. Have the Spirit dwelling in the heart
Acts 2:38 — Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given.
2. Only then be able to accept the Lord
1 Corinthians 12:3 — No one can say that Jesus is Lord unless moved by the Holy Spirit.
3. Obey God’s will
Acts 5:32 — The Holy Spirit whom God gives to obedient people also testifies to this.
III. Believe and obey the true way
Verse 64: “Some do not believe.”
1. Practice the Lord’s word
James 1:22 — But you should practice the word, not merely hear it and deceive yourselves.
2. Have eternal value
Luke 1:48 — He has cared for his maidservant’s lowly condition; from now on, all generations will call me blessed.
3. Believe the sound gospel
Acts 19:4–5 — 4. Paul said, “John administered a baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one coming after him, who is Jesus.” 5. When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
10. Have the Basic Knowledge Needed for Salvation — Luke 15:17–21
He came to his senses and said, “How many hired workers in my father’s house have more than enough food, while I am starving to death here? 18. I will get up and go to my father and tell him, ‘Father! I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19. From now on, I am not worthy to be called your son. Treat me as a hired worker!’” 20. So he got up and went to his father. While he was still far away, his father saw him and was moved with compassion. He ran, embraced his neck and kissed him repeatedly. 21. The son said, “Father! I have sinned against heaven and against you. From now on, I am not worthy to be called your son.”
Theme: Three basic things those receiving salvation must know.
Importance: “The ignorant will perish.”
Hosea 4:6 — My people perish for lack of knowledge.
I. Know there is a source of life
Verse 17: “My father.”
1. Humanity was created by God
Genesis 2:7 — Jehovah God made man from the dust of the ground and breathed the breath of life into his nostrils. He became a living person with a spirit, named Adam.
2. God cherishes his people
Jonah 4:11 — In this great city of Nineveh there are more than one hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot distinguish their left hand from their right, as well as many livestock. How could I not cherish them?
3. In extremity, people return to their roots
1 Samuel 1:10 — Hannah was distressed at heart; she wept bitterly and prayed to Jehovah.
II. Know to walk the way that gives life
Verse 18: “I will get up.”
1. Do God’s will
Hebrews 11:7 — Noah prepared an ark, bringing salvation to his whole household.
2. Only then be able to enter the kingdom of heaven
Matthew 7:21 — Only those who do my heavenly Father’s will can enter.
3. Have the desire to live
Jonah 2:9 — I will certainly fulfill the vow I made. Salvation comes from Jehovah.
III. Know one’s own condition
Verse 21: “I am not worthy.”
1. Be willing to confess sin to God
Isaiah 6:5 — Woe! I am ruined! For I am a person with unclean lips.
2. Only then be able to receive the Holy Spirit
1 Timothy 1:15 — Among sinners I am the foremost.
Acts 9:17 — Brother Saul, Jesus sent me so that you may see and be filled with the Holy Spirit.
3. Ask for the Lord’s mercy
Luke 18:13 — The tax collector said, “O God, be gracious and have pity on me, a sinner.”
11. Prerequisites for Salvation — Psalm 53:1–2
The stubborn fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” They are all evil and have committed abominable sins; not one does good. 2. God looks down from heaven upon the people of the world to see whether anyone understands, whether anyone seeks him.
Theme: Three prerequisites for receiving salvation for the soul.
Importance: The Lord will not offer eternal life “at a clearance sale.” (Mark 10:22)
Outline
I. Believe there is a God
Verse 1: “The fool says in his heart that there is no God.”
1. Know there is a Creator
Romans 1:20.
2. Be able to be born of the Spirit
John 3:5.
3. Believe in the Lord’s resurrection
Acts 2:32; 1 Corinthians 15:6; Acts 17:31.
II. Do good
Verse 1: “No wicked person will do good.”
1. Delight in practicing God’s righteousness
Isaiah 38:3.
2. Be able to receive great blessing
Genesis 22:17.
3. Withstand testing
Genesis 39:9.
III. Seek the Lord
Verse 2: “No people of the world are seen seeking God.”
1. Take part in God’s great plan
Ephesians 1:10–11 — 10. According to the arrangement he made, when the time is fulfilled, he will unite everything in heaven and on earth in Christ. 11. We have also received an inheritance in him.
2. Be able to enter the kingdom of heaven
Luke 23:42.
3. Have genuine affection for the Lord
John 13:9.
12. Live Out God’s Love — Romans 8:26–30
26. Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27: And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 28. And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.
29.For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.
Theme: What those living out God’s love need to know.
Importance: Having God’s love marks those who know God.
1 John 4:8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.
Outline
I. Love comes from the Holy Spirit
Verse 27: “The Holy Spirit intercedes for the saints.”
1. The Holy Spirit pours down love
Romans 5:5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.
2. Only then have new life
Galatians 5:6 For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.
3. Bear the fruit of love
Galatians 5:22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
II. Be able to receive God’s calling
Verse 28: “Those who are called.”
1. God calls those who love him
Romans 1:7 To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints.
2. Be worthy of being the Lord’s disciple
Matthew 10:37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.
3. Yield to the Lord
Luke 5:5 Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net.
III. Keep away from unrighteousness
Verse 30: “He also justified them.”
1. Depart from unrighteousness
2 Timothy 2:19 The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.
2. Be able to receive life through faith
Romans 1:17 The just shall live by faith.
3. Keep a firm boundary in the heart
Genesis 39:9 how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?
13. Walk with Your God — Micah 6:8
He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth Jehovah require of thee, but to do justly, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with thy God?
Theme: Three attitudes those walking with God must have.
Importance: The Lord does not want to see anyone with a bad attitude.
Luke 9:10 And the apostles, when they were returned, And he took them, and withdrew apart to a city called Bethsaida.
To do justly
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Outline
I. Have a heart to practice righteousness
“Act justly.”
1. Fear sinning against God
Acts 10:22  they said, Cornelius a righteous man who feareth God.
2. The whole household can receive salvation
Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, being warned of God ，moved with godly fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house
3. Be willing to walk with God
Genesis 6:9 Noah was a righteous man : Noah walked with God.
To love kindness
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
II. Have a merciful heart
“Love mercy.”
1. Have God’s nature
Psalm 86:15  But thou, O Lord, art a God merciful and gracious.
2. Be able to live out God’s love
Luke 23:34 And Jesus said, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.
3. Experience God’s forgiveness
Ephesians 4:32 forgiving each other,  as God also in Christ forgave you.
To walk humbly with thy God
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
III. Have a humble heart
“Keep a humble heart.”
1. Submit under God’s hand
1 Peter 5:6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God
2. Certainly receive God’s salvation
Job 22:29 And the humble person he will save.
3. Know to fear God
Proverbs 22:4 The reward of humility and the fear of Jehovah Is riches, and honor, and life。
14. The Risen Lord’s Instructions — Luke 24:44–49
Theme: Three things the risen Lord wants his disciples to practice.
Importance: So that God’s eternal plan can be accomplished.
Ephesians 1:10–11.
Introduction: A lamb kneels to suckle in gratitude.
Psalm 116:8–9.
Outline
I. Be able to understand Scripture
Verse 45: “Understand Scripture.”
1. Understand the Holy Spirit’s meaning
2 Corinthians 3:6.
2. Be able to receive new life
John 6:63.
3. Explain Scripture according to its right meaning
2 Timothy 2:15.
II. Preach the message of repentance
Verse 47: “The message of forgiveness of sins.”
1. Preach the Lord’s resurrection
Acts 2:36–38.
2. It is the Lord’s command
Mark 1:15.
3. Seek the other person’s benefit
Acts 20:20–21.
III. Receive the Holy Spirit’s power
Verse 49: “Receive power.”
1. Have the Holy Spirit come upon you
Luke 1:35.
2. Be able to testify for the Lord
Acts 1:8.
3. Truly understand the true way
Acts 18:26, 28.
15. Conditions for Salvation — Mark 16:15–18
Theme: Three conditions for receiving salvation.
Important: Only then can one receive eternal life through being worthy of being the Lord’s disciple.
Matthew 10:38; John 10:27–28.
Introduction: A contrast between the rich young man and Paul.
Mark 10:22; 1 Corinthians 9:27.
Outline
I. Receive the good news
Verse 15: “Gospel” (ευαγγελιον), “good news.”
1. It is Jesus’ birth
Luke 2:10–11.
2. Have the Holy Spirit’s prompting
Acts 2:37.
3. People should repent first
Mark 1:15.
II. Be willing to believe and obey the true way
Verse 16: “Believe.”
1. Have obedient faith
Romans 16:26.
2. Be able to receive the Holy Spirit
Acts 5:32.
3. Desire God’s grace
1 Peter 5:5.
III. Have the Holy Spirit in the heart
Verse 17: “Cast out demons.”
1. Those born again have the Spirit
1 John 4:4.
2. There is spiritual warfare
Ephesians 6:12.
3. Keep God’s word in the heart
Ezekiel 2:2.
16. Be the Lord’s Good Disciple — Luke 14:25–33
Very many people traveled with Jesus. He turned and told them, 26. “If anyone comes to me and does not love me more than his own father, mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters and his own life (‘love me more than’ is ‘hate’ in the original), he cannot be my disciple. 27. Whoever does not carry his own cross and follow me also cannot be my disciple. 28. Which of you, wanting to build a tower, would not first sit down and calculate the cost to see whether he can finish it? 29. Otherwise, after laying the foundation and being unable to complete it, everyone who sees will mock him, saying, 30. ‘This person began the work but could not finish it.’ 31. Or what king going out to battle another king would not first sit down and consider whether, with ten thousand soldiers, he can resist the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32. If he cannot, while the enemy is still far away, he sends messengers to ask for terms of peace. 33. In the same way, whoever among you does not leave behind everything he owns cannot be my disciple.”
Theme: Three requirements the Lord has for his disciples.
Important: Those who heed the Lord have security.
Luke 6:47–48 — 47. Whoever comes to me and hears my words and practices them—I will tell you what he is like. 48. He is like someone building a house who digs deep and lays the foundation on rock. When a flood comes, the water strikes that house, but the house cannot be shaken, because its foundation is laid on rock.
Introduction: A theology student was expelled.
Outline
“Hate.” (John 15:24)
I. Put the Lord first
Verse 26: “Hate (μισεω) … family members.”
1. Love the Lord Jesus most
Luke 1:38 — Mary said, “I am the Lord’s maidservant. I am willing for your words to be fulfilled in me.”
2. Receive the best portion
Luke 10:42 — But only one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the best portion, which cannot be taken away.
3. Withstand testing
Daniel 6:10 — Daniel knew the prohibition had been sealed with the royal seal. He went home and, three times a day, knelt on both knees before his God, praying and giving thanks as he usually did.
II. Be strict with yourself
Verse 27: “Carry the cross and follow the Lord.”
1. Be willing to discipline one’s body
1 Corinthians 9:27 — I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest after preaching the gospel to others I myself be rejected.
2. Receive God’s presence
Genesis 39:23 — The prison warden inspected nothing under Joseph’s care, because Jehovah was with Joseph. Jehovah made everything he did go smoothly.
3. Be willing to yield to God
Luke 22:42 — Father! If you are willing, take this cup away. Yet let not my will be done, but yours.
III. Regard the world as dung
Verse 33: “Leave everything behind.”
1. Have spiritual vision
John 1:37 — The two disciples heard his words and followed Jesus.
2. Become God’s hand
Genesis 12:2 — I will certainly make you a great nation. I will bless you and make your name great; you too must bring blessing to others.
3. Do not follow the crowd
John 6:68 — Simon Peter answered, “Lord, you have the words of eternal life. Whom else would we follow?”
Translation note
This compilation contains 16 complete supplied outlines, a contents list and 20 source page markers, all retained. Reference-only slots remain reference-only; no additional verse text or sermon prose is invented. The contents list prints Romans 26:30, while sermon 12 itself prints Romans 8:26–30; both labels remain. Other source issues include the malformed 後前5:4 label, the appended unclear character 䜣 in sermon 4, the disjointed Galatians 6:15 excerpt in sermon 9, and the source’s verse-22 label beside words printed as Luke 15:23. These are visible rather than silently corrected. The Chinese typo at the opening of Luke 14:28 is read contextually as “which of you.” Greek forms, including αγγαπη, are retained exactly. Existing English Scripture excerpts in sermons 12 and 13 are preserved, with their Chinese book labels translated and line wrapping normalized. The warship/lighthouse, gratitude of a nursing lamb, and expelled-student examples remain brief source allusions rather than invented stories. “Blue dye surpasses the indigo plant” means a student surpassing the teacher; “remember the source when drinking water” expresses gratitude to one’s source. Source theological interpretations and claims are translated, without independent factual certification.
Reading 144
The exhortation of the resurrected Lord
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
The exhortation of the resurrected Lord
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Scripture: Luke 24:45–49
Lk.24:45 Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures. 46 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: 47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.48 And ye are witnesses of these things.49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.
The three things that the Lord wants believers to do
So that God’s eternal plan may be accomplished.
Eph 1:10 In the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather  together 
                 in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which  are on 
                 earth; even in him: 11. In whom also we have obtained an inheritance.
Outline
To understand the scriptures
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
I. Be able to understand Scripture
Verse 45: “Understand Scripture.”
To understand the meaning from the HS
2Co 3:6。Who also hath made us able ministers of the new 
                         testament; of   the spirit: the spirit giveth life.
To be able to have a new life
Jn.6:63 the words that I speak to you, are spirit, and life.
To divide the word of true rightly
2Ti。2:15 Study to shew thyself a workman that needeth not to 
                        be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
To preach the message of repentance
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
II. Preach the message of repentance
Verse 47: “The message of forgiveness of sins.”
To preach the resurrection of the Lord
Ac。2:36 Let all the house of Israel know that God hath made  
                 Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Acts 2:36–38 — 36. Therefore, let the whole house of Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ. 37. When the people heard this, they felt pierced to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38. Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given.”
It is commanded by the Lord
Mk。1:15 repent , and believe the gospel.
To seek others’ benefit
Ac 20:20-21 I kept back nothing that was profitable to you, but 
                           taught you repent toward God.
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Acts 20:20–21 — I left nothing unsaid that would benefit you, and testified to people that they should repent toward God and believe in the Lord.
To have the power of Holy Spirit
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
III. Receive the Holy Spirit’s power
Verse 49: “Receive power.”
To be filled with the Holy Spirit
Lk. 1:35 The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
                          Highest shall overshadow thee.
To be Jesus’ witnesses
Ac.1:8 After the Holy Ghost has come on you: and ye shall witnese 
                       unto me to the whole world.
To understand the true Gospel message truthly
Ac. 18:26 Aquila and Priscilla expounded unto Apollos the way of God 
                     more perfectly.  28. Apollos mightily convinced the Jews in public, 
                    and demonstrating by the scriptures that Jesus was Christ.
Translation note
The internal title and Luke 24:45–49 range differ from the filename’s wording and range; the internal text is followed. Every Chinese excerpt is fully translated, including the additional Acts 2:37–38 material absent from the existing English quotation. Existing English is retained separately with line wrapping normalized, including its typos, additional names and longer passages. The Chinese Acts 18:26 names Priscilla alone and says “in greater detail”; its English counterpart also names Aquila and says “more perfectly.” Both are preserved. No missing verse continuation is invented.
Reading 145
The conditions for receiving salvation。
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
Repeated outline in the source
Scripture: Mark 16:15–18
15. And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.
Mark 16:16: He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.
Mark 16:17: And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;
Mark 16:18: They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.
The conditions for receiving salvation。
The three conditions for receiving salvation
To be worthy to receive salvation
Matthew 10:38 And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.
John 10:27-28 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 And I give unto them eternal life;
The comparison of Paul & the rich man
Mark 10:22 And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions.
1 Corinthians 9:27  But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.
Outline
To receive the good news     V.15
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Verse 15: “Gospel” (ευαγγελιον).
It is the incarnation of Christ
Luke 2:10behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
To have the inspiration of the Holy Spirit
Acts 2:37   when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?
One should repent first
Mark 1:15 repent ye, and believe the gospel.
To have the willing to believe and obey  God’s words    V.16
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Verse 16: “Believe.”
To have the faith that can produce obedience
Romans 16:26 by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith:
To be able to receive the Holy Spirit
Acts 5:32 And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him.
To have the desire to receive God’s grace
1 Peter 5:5 Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.
To have the Holy Spirit inside one’s heart      V。17
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Verse 17: “Cast out demons.”
The Holy Spirit dwells in the heart of a born-again christian
1 John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.
There is a spiritual battling going on in the world
Ephesians 6:12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.
Christian should hide God’s words in heart
Ezekiel 2:2 And the spirit entered into me when he spake unto me
Translation of the separate Chinese version
Scripture: Mark 16:15–18 — Conditions for Receiving Salvation
He also told them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel for all peoples to hear. 16. Whoever believes and is baptized will certainly be saved; whoever does not believe will certainly be condemned. 17. Signs will certainly follow those who believe: in my name they will cast out demons and speak new tongues. 18. They will handle snakes; if they drink any poisonous thing, they will certainly not be harmed. They will lay hands on the sick, and the sick will certainly recover.”
Conditions for Receiving Salvation
Theme: Three conditions for receiving salvation.
Important: Only then can one receive eternal life through being worthy of being the Lord’s disciple.
Matthew 10:38 — Whoever does not carry his cross and follow me is also unworthy to be my disciple.
John 10:27–28 — 27. My sheep hear my voice, I know them, and they follow me. 28. I also give them eternal life; they will never perish.
Introduction: A contrast between the rich young man and Paul
Mark 10:22 — When he heard this, his expression changed and he went away sorrowful, because he had many possessions.
1 Corinthians 9:27 — I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest after preaching the gospel to others I myself be rejected.
Outline
I. Receive the good news
Verse 15: “Gospel” (ευαγγελιον), “good news.”
1. It is Jesus’ birth
Luke 2:10–11 — 10. The angel told them, “Do not be afraid! I bring you news of great joy, concerning all peoples, 11. because today in David’s city a Savior has been born for you: Christ the Lord.”
2. Have the Holy Spirit’s prompting
Acts 2:37 — When the people heard this, they felt pierced to the heart and said to Peter, “Brothers, what should we do?”
3. People should repent first
Mark 1:15 — The time is fulfilled, and God’s kingdom is near. Repent and believe the gospel!
II. Be willing to believe and obey the true way
Verse 16: “Believe.”
1. Have obedient faith
Romans 16:26 — This mystery has now been revealed and, according to the command of the eternal God, made known to the peoples of all nations through the prophets’ writings, so that they may believe and obey the true way.
2. Be able to receive the Holy Spirit
Acts 5:32 — The Holy Spirit whom God gives to obedient people also testifies to this.
3. Desire God’s grace
1 Peter 5:5 — All of you must also clothe yourselves with humility and submit to one another, because God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.
III. Have the Holy Spirit in the heart
Verse 17: “Cast out demons.”
1. Those born again have the Spirit
1 John 4:4 — Little children, you belong to God and have overcome them, because the one in you is greater than the one in the world.
2. There is spiritual warfare
Ephesians 6:12 — We do not fight against flesh and blood, but against rulers, authorities, those who govern this dark world, and evil spirits in the heavenly realm.
3. Keep God’s word in the heart
Ezekiel 2:2 — As he spoke to me, the Spirit entered me and made me stand up.
Translation note
This source contains a Chinese outline followed by a second, bilingual version of the outline. Both are retained in full. The Chinese and existing English Scripture excerpts differ in length and wording—for example, Acts 2:37 names only Peter in the Chinese but also the other apostles in the English, and Ezekiel 2:2 includes standing up only in the Chinese. Such differences and the existing English phrasing are preserved, with Chinese book labels translated and line wrapping normalized. The source’s wording about signs in Mark 16 and its theological conditions are translated as supplied. No missing verse continuation is added.
Reading 146
Be Righteous in God’s Eyes
Scripture: Romans 1:17 — For God’s righteousness is revealed in this gospel; this righteousness is from faith to faith. As Scripture says, “The righteous will live by faith.”
Be Righteous in God’s Eyes
Theme: Qualities righteous people must have.
Introduction: The importance of being righteous
1. Escape death. Proverbs 10:2 — Unrighteous wealth is of no benefit; only righteousness can rescue people from death.
2. Receive eternal life. Matthew 16:26 — If someone gains the whole world but forfeits his own life, what benefit is there? What can a person give in exchange for life?
3. Receive God’s revelation. Acts 10:22 — They said, “The centurion Cornelius is a righteous man who fears God and is praised by the whole Jewish nation. A holy angel instructed him to invite you to his house and hear your words.”
Outline
I. Have an upright heart
Habakkuk 2:4: “Those upright in heart are righteous.”
Habakkuk 2:4 — The Chaldeans are arrogant, and their hearts are not upright; but the righteous will live by faith.
1. Be willing to speak the truth
Psalm 15:1–2 — 1. O Jehovah, who may stay in your tent? Who may live on your holy mountain? 2. Those whose conduct is upright, who act righteously and speak truth in their hearts.
2. Only then be able to worship God
John 4:23 — The time is coming, and is now here, when those who truly worship the Father will worship him in spirit and honesty, because the Father wants such people to worship him.
3. Make one’s intentions sincere and heart upright
Acts 8:21–22 — 21. You have no share or part in this way, because your heart is not right before God. 22. Repent of this evil and petition the Lord; perhaps the intent of your heart may be forgiven.
II. Have the Lord’s peace
Hebrews 12:11: “Righteousness is the fruit of peace.”
Hebrews 12:11 — All discipline feels sorrowful, rather than joyful, at the time; afterward, however, it yields the fruit of peace—righteousness—for those trained by it.
1. Have the Holy Spirit in the heart
Romans 14:17 — For God’s kingdom is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.
2. Trust God steadfastly
Isaiah 26:3 — Those who trust you steadfastly you will certainly keep in perfect peace, because they trust in you.
3. Practice the truth
Philippians 4:9 — Practice all these things that you learned, received, heard and saw in me, and the God of peace will certainly be with you.
III. Delight in walking with God
Genesis 6:9: “Walk with God every day.”
Genesis 6:9 — The account of Noah’s descendants follows. Noah was a righteous man, a complete person in his generation. Noah walked with God.
1. Have Christ’s heart
Philippians 1:8 — Sharing Christ Jesus’ heart, I long deeply for all of you.
2. Know that judgment is approaching
“Man of a javelin.”
Genesis 5:22 — After Enoch fathered Methuselah (מתושלח; meaning “man of a dart”), he walked with God for three hundred years and had sons and daughters.
Jude 14–15 — 14. Enoch, Adam’s seventh-generation descendant, prophesied concerning these people: “Look, the Lord comes with his tens of thousands of holy ones, 15. to execute judgment on everyone.”
3. Do God’s will
Matthew 7:21 — Not everyone who calls me “Lord, Lord” can enter the kingdom of heaven. Only those who do my heavenly Father’s will can enter.
Translation note
Every supplied excerpt and the author’s heading glosses are preserved, including the source’s description of righteousness as the fruit of peace and of Enoch as Adam’s seventh-generation descendant. The Hebrew מתושלח and supplied English “man of a dart” are retained with the separate Chinese javelin gloss; the proposed name meaning is not independently certified. The uncertainty “perhaps” in Acts 8:22 is retained.
Reading 147
What Those Receiving Communion Need to Know
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 11:23–30 — What I passed on to you at that time was originally received from the Lord: on the night the Lord Jesus was betrayed, he took bread, 24. gave thanks, broke it and said, “This is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25. After the meal, he likewise took the cup and said, “This cup is the new covenant established by my blood. Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.” 26. Whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 27. Therefore, whoever eats the Lord’s bread and drinks the Lord’s cup improperly offends against the Lord’s body and blood. 28. A person should examine himself and then eat this bread and drink this cup. 29. For whoever eats and drinks without discerning that it is the Lord’s body eats and drinks his own guilt. 30. For this reason, quite a few among you are weak and ill, and not a few have died.
What Those Receiving Communion Need to Know
Theme: Three requirements the Lord has for those receiving communion.
Introduction: The Teacher’s instructions must not be violated
Luke 6:46 — Why do you call me “Lord, Lord” but not act according to my words?
Important: Matthew 6:21 — Only those who do my heavenly Father’s will can enter.
Outline
I. Remember the Lord’s redemption
Verse 24: “In remembrance of me.”
1. The Lord is the scapegoat
John 1:29 — John saw Jesus coming to him and said, “Look, God’s Lamb, who takes away (or, bears) the sins of the world!”
2. The soul receives healing
Isaiah 53:5 — Yet he suffered for our transgressions and was crushed for our sins. Through the punishment he received, we have peace; through his wounds from whipping, we are healed.
3. Get up and follow the Lord
John 1:36–37 — 36. Seeing Jesus walking, he said, “Look, this is God’s Lamb!” 37. The two disciples heard his words and followed Jesus.
II. Renewal in the new covenant
Verse 25: “This cup is the new covenant.”
1. Be freed from sin
Revelation 1:5 — He loves us and used his own blood to free us from sin (or, wash away sin).
2. Be able to be justified by God
Titus 3:5 — He saved us, not because of righteous deeds we ourselves had done, but according to his mercy, through the washing of rebirth and the Holy Spirit’s renewal.
3. Keep the Lord’s words in the heart
Psalm 119:11 — I have kept your words in my heart, so that I may not sin against you.
III. Examine one’s own sins
Verse 28: “Examine oneself.”
1. Be willing to confess sin to God
2 Samuel 12:13 — David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against Jehovah!” Nathan said, “Jehovah has already removed your sin. You will certainly not die.”
2. Be able to come back to life from death
Luke 15:24 — “For this son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was lost and has been found.” Then they began to rejoice.
3. Be willing to let the Lord wash one’s feet
John 13:10 — Jesus said, “Whoever has bathed only needs to wash his feet, and his whole body is clean. You are clean, but not all of you are clean.”
Translation note
The source cites Matthew 6:21 for the words about doing the heavenly Father’s will; that citation is retained as printed. The second main heading literally connects the new covenant with renewal, and is rendered without adding an explanation absent from the source. The opening excerpt preserves all eight verses, including the statements about guilt, illness and death. Parenthetical alternative readings are included. No missing verse continuation is supplied.
Reading 148
Receive the Gift of the Holy Spirit
Scripture: Acts 19:1–7 — 1. While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul traveled through the upper regions and came to Ephesus, where he met several disciples. 2. He asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” They answered, “No; we have not even heard that the Holy Spirit has been given.” 3. Paul said, “Then what baptism did you receive?” They said, “John’s baptism.” 4. Paul said, “John administered a baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one coming after him, who is Jesus.” 5. When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6. Paul laid his hands on their heads, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 7. There were about twelve people in all.
Receive the Gift of the Holy Spirit
Theme: Qualifications required of those who receive the Holy Spirit as a gift.
Introduction: The importance of qualifying
1. God chooses people according to their qualifications
1 Samuel 16:7 — But Jehovah told Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or his tall stature; I do not choose him. For Jehovah does not see people as people do: people look at outward appearance, but Jehovah looks within the heart.”
2. Those who have the Holy Spirit belong to Christ
Romans 8:9 — If anyone does not have Christ’s Spirit, he does not belong to Christ.
3. Be able to receive the heavenly inheritance
Ephesians 1:14 — This Holy Spirit is the evidence of our receiving the inheritance. (The original word means a pledge.)
Outline
I. Be honest in the heart
Verse 2: “No.”
1. Be sincere toward God
John 4:24 — God is spirit, so those who worship him must worship him in spirit and honesty.
2. Receive God’s protection
Psalm 31:23 — All you holy people of Jehovah, love him! Jehovah protects honest people and fully repays those who act proudly.
3. Be an upright person
Psalm 11:7 — For Jehovah is righteous and loves righteousness; the upright will certainly see his face.
II. Accept the truth
Verse 4: “Should believe.”
1. The Lord is truth
John 14:6 — Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me.”
2. Be able to receive salvation
John 1:17 — The law was conveyed through Moses; grace and truth both came through Jesus Christ.
3. Have God’s love
1 Corinthians 13:4, 6 — 4. Love is patient for a long time … 6. It does not delight in unrighteousness, but delights only in truth.
3 John 7–8 — 7. For they went out for the Lord’s name (the original says “the name”), taking nothing from the Gentiles. 8. We should therefore welcome such people, so that we may work together with them for the truth.
III. Lay down the self
Verse 5: “Be baptized.”
1. Crucify the old self
Galatians 2:20 — I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. The life I now live in the flesh I live through faith in God’s Son, who loves me and gave himself for me.
2. Receive true blessing
Luke 1:38 — Mary said, “I am the Lord’s maidservant. I am willing for your words to be fulfilled in me.”
Luke 1:46–48 — 46. Mary said, “My heart magnifies the Lord, 47. and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48. because he has cared for his maidservant’s lowly condition. From now on, all generations will call me blessed.”
3. Offer oneself to serve the Lord
Romans 12:1 — Therefore, brothers, by God’s compassion I urge you to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God. Serving in this way is what you ought to do.
Translation note
Every supplied passage is translated, including the complete Acts 19:1–7 opening and its approximate total of twelve people. The ellipsis in 1 Corinthians 13:4–6 and all parenthetical notes remain. In Mary’s quotation, the source’s distinct “heart” and “spirit” are preserved. No verse continuation beyond the excerpts is supplied.
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Receive Salvation for the Soul
Scripture: 1 Peter 2:1–2 — 1. Therefore, since you have put away all malice (or, insidious malice), deceit, hypocrisy, envy and all slanderous words, 2. long for pure spiritual milk, as newborn babies long for milk, so that through it you may gradually grow and receive salvation.
Receive Salvation for the Soul
Theme: Prerequisites for receiving salvation for the soul.
Introduction: Strive to meet the qualifications for salvation
Philippians 2:12 — My dear brothers, since you have always been obedient, work out your salvation with fear and trembling.
Matthew 11:12 — From the time of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven is entered through effort, and those who make the effort obtain it.
The importance of believers fulfilling their responsibility to receive salvation:
1. Those receiving salvation have spirit, soul and body.
1 Thessalonians 5:23 — May your spirit, soul and body be kept completely blameless when our Lord Jesus Christ comes!
2. A body without a “spirit” is dead.
James 2:26 — A body without a spirit (πνευματος, gen. sing of πνευμα) is dead.
3. Only those who have “Christ’s Spirit” belong to Christ.
Romans 8:9 — If anyone does not have Christ’s Spirit, he does not belong to Christ.
Outline
I. Put away sin
Verse 1: “Put away malice.”
1. Repent first
Mark 1:15 — He said, “The time is fulfilled, and God’s kingdom is near. Repent and believe the gospel!”
2. Sins can be forgiven
Acts 2:38 — Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given.”
3. Believe in the Lord’s resurrection
Acts 17:31 — For he has set a day on which he will judge the world righteously through the man he appointed. He raised him from the dead, giving everyone trustworthy evidence.
II. Long for spiritual milk
Verse 2: “Long for spiritual milk.”
1. Love God’s words
Psalm 119:159 — See how I love your instructions! O Jehovah, I ask you to revive me according to your lovingkindness!
2. Be able to be born again
1 Peter 1:23 — You have been born again, not from perishable seed but from imperishable seed, through God’s living and enduring word.
3. Practice the Lord’s words
Psalm 119:9 — How can a young person cleanse his conduct? By practicing your words!
III. Grow in life
Verse 2: “Gradually grow and receive salvation.”
1. Receive new life
John 10:10 — The thief comes only to steal, kill and destroy. I came so that the sheep (or, people) may have life, and have it more abundantly.
John 6:63 — It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is of no benefit. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and life.
2. Become holy
2 Thessalonians 2:13 — For from the beginning he chose you so that, through believing the true way and being moved by the Holy Spirit, you might become holy and receive salvation.
3. Keep the Lord’s words
Psalm 119:67 — Before I suffered, I went astray; now, however, I keep your words.
Translation note
The source’s distinction between spirit, soul and body is preserved, as are the supplied Greek forms and English grammatical label “gen. sing of πνευμα.” All alternative readings and Scripture excerpt boundaries are retained. This version is translated in full on its own source text, without assuming identity with other sermons sharing its title.
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Prayer That God Accepts
Scripture: Matthew 6:9–13 — 9. Therefore, pray in this way: “Our Father in heaven, may everyone honor your name as holy. 10. May your kingdom come; may your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 11. Give us today the food we need each day. 12. Forgive our debts as we have forgiven the debts of others. 13. Do not let us encounter temptation; rescue us from evil (or, from the evil one). For the kingdom, power and glory are all yours forever. Amen.”
Prayer That God Accepts
Theme: Three qualities that receive God’s acceptance.
Introduction: Please the Lord
John 13:23 — A disciple whom Jesus loved was reclining close to Jesus’ breast.
Important:
1. God delights in hearing prayer.
Isaiah 65:24 — Before they call, I answer; while they are speaking, I listen.
2. Be able to receive grace upon grace.
1 Kings 3:13 — I also give you what you have not asked for: riches and honor, so that among the kings none can compare with you during your lifetime.
Outline
I. Do God’s will
Verse 10: “May your will …”
1. Think of others
John 11:42 — I also know that you always hear me, but I say this for the people standing around, so that they may believe that you sent me.
2. Then God hears the prayer
1 John 5:14 — If we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. This is the confidence without fear that we have toward him.
3. Be willing to yield to God
Luke 22:42 — Father! If you are willing, take this cup away. Yet let not my will be done, but yours.
II. Trust God every day
Verse 11: “Give to me each day.”
1. Draw near to God every day
Luke 22:39–40 — 39. Jesus went out to the Mount of Olives as usual, and the disciples followed him. 40. When he reached that place, he told them, “Pray, so that you do not enter temptation.”
2. Everything has an appointed time
Ecclesiastes 3:11 — God made all things beautiful in their own time, and also placed eternal life (the original says “eternity”) in the hearts of the people of the world.
Genesis 15:13 — Jehovah told Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants will live as foreigners in another land and serve its people; the people of that land will mistreat them for four hundred years.”
Exodus 12:41 — On the very day when four hundred and thirty years were completed, all Jehovah’s armies came out of Egypt.
3. Delight in walking with the Lord
Daniel 6:3–4 — 3. Because Daniel had an excellent spirit, he clearly surpassed the other chief officials and governors, and the king wanted to appoint him over the whole kingdom. 4. Then the chief officials and governors searched for grounds to accuse Daniel of harming the kingdom, in order to bring charges against him. But they could find no error or fault, because he carried out his duties faithfully, without error or fault.
10. Daniel knew the prohibition had been sealed with the royal seal. He went home (the windows of his upper room opened toward Jerusalem) and, three times a day, knelt on both knees before his God, praying and giving thanks as he usually did.
III. The debt of sin has been forgiven
Verse 12: “Forgive our debts.”
1. Be able to have a clear conscience
Daniel 6:22 — My God sent his messenger and shut the lions’ mouths so that they would not harm me, because I am innocent before God and have done nothing harmful before you, O king.
2. Have effective prayer
James 5:16–17 — 16. Therefore, confess your sins to one another and intercede for one another, so that you may be healed. The power released by a righteous person’s prayer is highly effective. 17. Elijah was a person of the same nature as we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and rain did not fall on the earth for three years and six months.
3. Carry out the Lord’s instructions
Luke 1:6, 13 — 6. Both of them were righteous before God, observing all the Lord’s commandments and ordinances, blamelessly. 13. The angel told him, “Zechariah, do not be afraid, because your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you must name him John.”
Translation note
The complete supplied prayer, including the doxology and the alternative “evil one,” is retained. The second main heading cites a first-person singular fragment (“Give to me each day”), distinct from the opening prayer’s “us”; this is preserved. Both the four-hundred-year and four-hundred-and-thirty-year figures remain as supplied, along with Daniel’s three daily prayers and Elijah’s three years and six months. The Ecclesiastes 3:11 distinction between “eternal life” and “eternity” is preserved. No missing verse continuation is added.
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Have a Sound Faith
Scripture: Galatians 1:6–10 — 6. I am astonished that you are so quickly leaving the one who called you through Christ’s grace to follow another gospel. 7. That is not a gospel; rather, some people are troubling you and want to change Christ’s gospel. 8. But whether it is we or a messenger from heaven, if anyone preaches to you a gospel different from what we preached, he should be cursed. 9. We have said it before, and now say it again: if anyone preaches to you a gospel different from what you received, he should be cursed. 10. Am I now seeking to win people’s hearts, or God’s heart? Am I trying to please people? If I were still pleasing people, I would not be Christ’s servant.
Have a Sound Faith
Theme: Three marks of having a sound faith.
Introduction: Choose to be upright
Importance:
1. It comes from the Lord
John 1:17 — The law was conveyed through Moses; grace and truth both came through Jesus Christ.
2. Be able to be born again
Source reference: 後前1:23 — You have been born again, not from perishable seed but from imperishable seed, through God’s living and enduring word.
3. Count as the Lord’s work
John 14:6 — Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me.”
Outline
I. Preach the Lord’s gospel
Verse 7: “Christ’s gospel.”
1. It is good news
Luke 2:10–11 — 10. I bring you news of great joy, concerning all peoples, 11. because today in David’s city a Savior has been born for you: Christ the Lord.
2. It can save those who truly believe
Romans 1:16 — This gospel is God’s power to save everyone who believes, first the Jews and then the Greeks.
3. Be willing to repent first
Mark 1:15 — He said, “The time is fulfilled, and God’s kingdom is near. Repent and believe the gospel!”
II. Please God
Verse 10: “Seek to win God’s heart.”
1. Accept the Lord’s opening of the heart
Acts 16:14 — A woman named Lydia, a seller of purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, had long worshiped God. She heard, and the Lord opened her heart so that she paid careful attention to what Paul said.
2. Be able to be chosen by the Lord
Acts 9:15 — The Lord told Ananias, “Go! He is my chosen vessel, to proclaim my name before Gentiles, kings and Israelites.”
3. Be a spiritually good person
Acts 11:24 — Barnabas was a good man, filled with the Holy Spirit and with great faith. Then many people submitted to the Lord.
III. Gladly be the Lord’s slave
Verse 10: “Christ’s servant.”
1. Act according to the Lord’s will
Luke 5:5 — Simon said, “Teacher, we labored all night and caught nothing. But according to your word, I will lower the net.”
2. Receive the Lord’s intercession
Luke 22:32 — But I have prayed for you so that you will not lose faith. After you turn back, strengthen your brothers.
3. Take pride in being the Lord’s slave
James 1:1 — James, a servant of God and the Lord Jesus Christ, greets the people of the twelve tribes scattered abroad.
Translation note
All supplied text is translated, including the repeated curse warning and the contrast between pleasing people and pleasing God. The malformed book label 後前1:23 is retained explicitly. The incomplete 們 at the start of Galatians 1:9 is understood contextually as “we,” and 好信訊 as “good news.” No missing verse continuation is invented.
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Do Not Forget the Lord’s Great Kindness
Scripture: Romans 4:25–5:5 — 4:25. Jesus was handed over because of our transgressions and raised to bring about our justification.
5:1. Since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2. Through him and by faith, we also gained entry into this grace in which we now stand, and joyfully look forward to God’s glory. 3. Not only that, we also rejoice amid affliction, knowing that affliction produces endurance, 4. endurance produces tested maturity, and tested maturity produces hope. 5. Hope does not bring shame, because the Holy Spirit given to us has poured God’s love into our hearts.
Do Not Forget the Lord’s Great Kindness
Theme: Three great accomplishments of the Lord.
Introduction: Proclaim the Lord’s great kindness
Romans 5:21 — Just as sin reigns and brings death, so grace also reigns through righteousness, bringing people eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Psalm 145:7 — Remembering your great kindness, they will proclaim it and sing of your righteousness.
Importance:
1. This is God’s will. Psalm 103:2 — My heart, praise Jehovah! Do not forget all his favors!
2. Those who forget kindness will perish. Deuteronomy 8:19 — If you forget Jehovah your God and follow other gods, serving and worshiping them, you will certainly perish. This is my warning to you today.
Outline
I. Bear people’s sins
Romans 4:25: “Transgressions.”
1. Pay sin’s wages on others’ behalf
Isaiah 53:12 — For he poured out his life to death and was counted among criminals. Yet he bore the sins of many and interceded for criminals.
2. All people of the world have sinned
Romans 3:23 — For all people of the world have sinned and fall short of God’s glory.
3. Confess sins sincerely
Luke 15:21 — The son said, “Father! I have sinned against heaven and against you. From now on, I am not worthy to be called your son.”
II. Enable people to believe in the Lord
Romans 4:25: “Justified.”
1. Give trustworthy evidence
Acts 17:31 — For he has set a day on which he will judge the world righteously through the man he appointed. He raised him from the dead, giving everyone trustworthy evidence.
2. Only then be able to believe and obey the Lord
Acts 9:8 — Saul got up from the ground and opened his eyes, but could see nothing. Someone took him by the hand and led him into Damascus.
3. Listen carefully to the true way
Acts 16:14 — A woman named Lydia, a seller of purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, had long worshiped God. She heard, and the Lord opened her heart so that she paid careful attention to what Paul said.
III. Enable people to receive the Holy Spirit
Romans 5:5: “Holy Spirit.”
1. Receive the deposit on the inheritance
Ephesians 1:14 — This Holy Spirit is the evidence of our receiving the inheritance (the original word means a pledge), until God’s people (the original says “possession”) are redeemed, so that his glory may be praised.
2. Only then have new life
Romans 8:11 — But if the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead lives in your hearts, the one who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also, through the Holy Spirit dwelling in your hearts, make your mortal bodies live again.
3. Be willing to obey God
Acts 5:32 — We testify to this, and the Holy Spirit whom God gives to obedient people also testifies to it.
Translation note
Every supplied verse excerpt, heading and parenthetical alternative reading is translated. The opening preserves the complete sequence from Romans 4:25 through 5:5, including the steps from affliction to hope. The conditional “if” in Romans 8:11 is retained. No missing verse continuation is supplied.
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Be the Lord’s True Disciple
Scripture: Acts 2:36–42 — 36. Therefore, let the whole house of Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ. 37. When the people heard this, they felt pierced to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38. Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given. 39. For this promise is for you and your children and all those far away, whom the Lord our God calls.” 40. Peter testified with many other words and urged them, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41. Then those who received his words were baptized. That day about three thousand disciples were added, 42. all steadfastly keeping the apostles’ teaching, sharing fellowship, breaking bread and praying.
Be the Lord’s True Disciple
Theme: Three attitudes true disciples must have.
Introduction: Make one’s intentions sincere and heart upright
Importance:
1 Samuel 16:7 — But Jehovah told Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or his tall stature; I do not choose him. For Jehovah does not see people as people do: people look at outward appearance, but Jehovah looks within the heart.”
Acts 8:21 — You have no share or part in this way, because your heart is not right before God.
Proverbs 4:23 — Guard your heart above everything else, because the outcome of your whole life flows from it.
Outline
I. Sincerely believe the gospel
Verse 36: “Both Lord and Christ.”
1. Accept Christ the Lord
Luke 2:10–11 — 10. The angel told them, “Do not be afraid! I bring you news of great joy, concerning all peoples, 11. because today in David’s city a Savior has been born for you: Christ the Lord.”
2. Sin can be atoned for
Isaiah 53:10 — Yet Jehovah determined to crush him and make him suffer. Jehovah made him an offering for sin.
3. Spread the gospel
Luke 2:17 — After seeing him, they spread the words the angel had spoken about this child.
II. Obey God humbly
Verse 38: “So that sins may be forgiven.”
1. Willingly turn to God
Acts 26:18 — I send you to them to open their eyes, turn them from darkness to light, and from Satan’s authority to God.
2. Only then be able to receive the Holy Spirit
Acts 5:32 — We testify to this, and the Holy Spirit whom God gives to obedient people also testifies to it.
3. Practice the Lord’s words
Acts 19:5–6 — 5. When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6. Paul laid his hands on their heads, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.
III. Steadfastly keep the new covenant
Verse 42: “Steadfastly keep.”
1. Choose to obey God
Acts 5:29 — Peter and the apostles answered, “We ought to obey God rather than people.”
2. Be worthy of being God’s children
Romans 8:14 — For all who are led by God’s Spirit are God’s sons.
3. Gladly follow the Lord’s Spirit
1 Thessalonians 5:19–22 — 19. Do not extinguish the Holy Spirit’s prompting. 20. Do not despise the prophets’ teaching. 21. But examine everything and hold fast to what is good. 22. Refrain from doing every kind of evil.
Translation note
Every supplied passage is translated, including all seven verses of Acts 2:36–42 and the approximate number of three thousand added disciples. The source’s statements about the sin offering, repentance, the Spirit and the new covenant are retained as given. References and excerpt boundaries remain intact; no missing continuation is supplied.
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Be Someone with the Holy Spirit in the Heart
Scripture: Jude 17–21 — 17. Dear brothers, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ said before. 18. They told you that in the last days there will certainly be scoffers who follow their own ungodly desires. 19. These are the people who draw others into factions, belong to the flesh and do not have the Holy Spirit. 20. But you, dear brothers, build yourselves up in the most holy true way and pray in the Holy Spirit. 21. Keep yourselves always in God’s love and look to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ until eternal life.
Be Someone with the Holy Spirit in the Heart
Theme: Three marks of having the Holy Spirit in the heart.
Introduction: Beware of “fish eyes passed off as pearls”—counterfeits presented as genuine
Matthew 7:22–23 — 22. On that day many will certainly tell me, “Lord, Lord, did we not preach in your name, cast out demons in your name, and perform many mighty works in your name?” 23. Then I will tell them plainly, “I never knew you. You evildoers, leave me!”
Importance:
Romans 8:9 — If God’s Spirit lives in your hearts, you do not belong to the flesh but to the Holy Spirit. If anyone does not have Christ’s Spirit, he does not belong to Christ.
Romans 14:17 — For God’s kingdom is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.
1 John 4:4 — Little children, you belong to God and have overcome them, because the one in you is greater than the one in the world.
Outline
I. Live out the true way
Verse 20: “The true way.”
1. Practice the truth
John 17:17 — I ask you to make them holy through truth; your word is truth.
2. Only then be able to become holy
John 17:19 — For their sake I set myself apart as holy, so that they too may become holy through truth.
3. Obey the Holy Spirit
1 John 5:7 — The Holy Spirit also testifies, because the Holy Spirit is truth.
II. Have God’s love
Verse 21: “God’s love.”
1. Practice the Lord’s commands
John 15:10 — If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love.
2. Be worthy to follow the Lord
Matthew 10:37 — Whoever loves father or mother more than me is unworthy to be my disciple; whoever loves son or daughter more than me is unworthy to be my disciple.
3. Have true faith
Ephesians 3:17 — So that Christ may dwell in your hearts through your faith, and your love may be rooted and grounded.
III. Keep a merciful heart
Verse 21: “Mercy.”
1. Forgive one another
Ephesians 4:32 — Also treat one another kindly, keep merciful hearts and forgive one another, just as God forgave you in Christ.
2. Receive God’s mercy
Matthew 5:7 — Blessed are those who show mercy, because they will certainly receive mercy.
3. Walk with God
Micah 6:8 — O people of the world, Jehovah has shown you what is good. What does he require of you? Only that you practice righteousness, love mercy and walk humbly with your God.
Translation note
All five verses of the opening Jude excerpt and all other supplied passages are translated. The idiom about fish eyes and pearls is retained with its meaning explained. The author’s stated Spirit/true-way conditions and source references, including 1 John 5:7, remain as supplied. No missing verse continuation is added.
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Act Wisely
Scripture: Luke 2:8–17 — 8. In the fields of Bethlehem, shepherds were keeping watch over their flocks in shifts at night. 9. A messenger of the Lord stood beside them, and the Lord’s glory shone all around them. The shepherds were very afraid. 10. The angel told them, “Do not be afraid! I bring you news of great joy, concerning all peoples, 11. because today in David’s city a Savior has been born for you: Christ the Lord. 12. You will see a baby wrapped in cloth and lying in a manger; that will be the sign.” 13. Suddenly a great company of heavenly soldiers joined the angel, praising God and saying, 14. “Glory to God in the highest! On earth, peace to the people who please him!” 15. After the angels left them and went up to heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go to Bethlehem and see what has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16. They hurried there and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. 17. After seeing him, they spread the words the angel had spoken about this child.
Act Wisely
Theme: Three wise responses believers should make to God’s instructions.
Introduction: Act wisely
1 Samuel 16:2–3 — 2. Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears, he will certainly kill me.” Jehovah said, “You may take a calf and say, ‘I have come to offer a sacrifice to Jehovah.’ 3. Invite Jesse to eat the sacrificial meat, and I will tell you what to do. Anoint the person I point out to you.”
Importance:
Proverbs 28:26 — Those who think themselves right in their hearts are fools; those who act wisely will certainly be rescued.
Ephesians 5:15 — Be careful how you act, as wise people rather than fools.
Psalm 119:98 — Your commands always remain in my heart and make me wiser than my enemies.
Outline
I. Hear the good news
Verse 10: “Good news.”
1. Know the Savior has been born
John 1:29 — The next day, John saw Jesus coming to him and said, “Look, God’s Lamb, who takes away (or, bears) the sins of the world!”
2. Be able to receive eternal life
John 3:16 — God loved the people of the world so much that he gave them his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but will have eternal life.
3. Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit
Acts 2:38 — Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given.”
II. Carry out the Lord’s instructions
Verse 15: “Go and see.”
1. Be attentive to the Lord’s intentions
Philippians 1:8 — Sharing Christ Jesus’ heart, I long deeply for all of you; God can testify to this for me.
2. Have evidence for believing in the Lord
Acts 17:31 — For he has set a day on which he will judge the world righteously through the man he appointed. He raised him from the dead, giving everyone trustworthy evidence.
3. Be open to the truth
Acts 9:18 — Immediately something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see. Then he got up and was baptized.
III. Spread the Lord’s gospel
Verse 17: “Spread it.”
1. Proclaim the Lord’s resurrection
Acts 2:32 — God has already raised this Jesus, and we all testify to this.
2. Have the Holy Spirit as a fellow worker
Mark 16:20 — The disciples went out and preached the gospel everywhere. The Lord worked with them, confirming the word they preached through accompanying signs. Amen!
Acts 2:37 — When the people heard this, they felt pierced to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”
3. Receive the Holy Spirit’s power
Acts 1:8 — But when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will certainly receive power and be my witnesses in Jerusalem, all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
Translation note
The document’s internal title, Act Wisely, is used; it differs from the filename. All ten opening verses and every supplied quotation are translated, including the shepherds’ night watches, Samuel’s sacrificial calf and Jesse invitation, and every place named in Acts 1:8. No extra story details or missing verse continuations are supplied.
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Carry Out the Lord’s Great Commission
Scripture: Matthew 28:16–20 — 16. The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain Jesus had appointed. 17. When they saw Jesus they worshiped him, but some still doubted. 18. Jesus came forward and told them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19. Therefore go and make all peoples my disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20. Teach them to keep everything I have commanded you, and I will always be with you until the end of the world.”
Carry Out the Lord’s Great Commission
Theme: Three qualities those carrying out the “Great Commission” must have.
Introduction: Blessed are those who can carry out God’s commission
Genesis 22:16–17 — 16. Jehovah said, “Since you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I swear by myself: 17. In blessing, I will certainly bless you greatly; in descendants, I will certainly multiply your descendants like the stars in heaven and the sand by the sea.”
The importance of carrying out the Lord’s Great Commission:
1. It is clear evidence of being the Lord’s disciple
John 15:8 — By bearing much fruit, you bring glory to my Father and are my disciples.
2. It is the condition for having the Lord’s presence
Matthew 28:20 — Teach them to keep everything I have commanded you, and I will always be with you until the end of the world.
3. Have the security the Lord gives
Luke 6:47–48 — 47. Whoever comes to me and hears my words and practices them—I will tell you what he is like. 48. He is like someone building a house who digs deep and lays the foundation on rock. When a flood comes, the water strikes that house, but the house cannot be shaken, because its foundation is laid on rock.
Outline
I. Receive Christ’s authority
Verse 18: “Authority.”
1. Wait to receive the Holy Spirit
Luke 24:49 — I will send upon you what my Father promised. Wait in the city until you receive power from above.
2. Only then have the Lord working with you
Mark 16:20 — The disciples went out and preached the gospel everywhere. The Lord worked with them, confirming the word they preached through accompanying signs. Amen!
3. Act in Christ’s name
Acts 3:6–7 — 6. Peter said, “I have neither silver nor gold, but I give you what I have: in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, get up and walk!” 7. Then he took him by the right hand and helped him up. His feet and ankle bones immediately became strong.
II. Carry out Christ’s instructions
Verse 19: “Go” (Πορευθεντες).
1. Preach the gospel wherever you go
Acts 8:4–5 — 4. Those who had been scattered went everywhere preaching the word. 5. Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed Christ.
2. Be able to have the Lord working with you
Acts 16:14 — A woman named Lydia, a seller of purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, had long worshiped God. She heard, and the Lord opened her heart so that she paid careful attention to what Paul said.
3. Care about people’s souls
Acts 19:2 — He asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” They answered, “No; we have not even heard that the Holy Spirit has been given.”
III. Have the true God’s great love
Verse 20: “Keep.”
1. Keep the Lord’s word out of love
John 14:15 — If you love me, you will keep my commands.
2. Only then be able to receive God’s calling
Romans 8:28 — We know that all things work together to benefit those who love God, who are called according to his will.
3. Let the Lord dwell in the heart
Ephesians 3:17 — So that Christ may dwell in your hearts through your faith, and your love may be rooted and grounded.
Translation note
The complete five-verse opening and all supplied excerpts are translated, including eleven disciples, remaining doubt, the baptismal names, the repeated Matthew 28:20, and the right hand/feet/ankle details. Greek Πορευθεντες is retained as supplied. The author’s conditions for divine presence and calling are preserved. No missing verse continuation is supplied.
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Blessed Are Those Persecuted for Righteousness
Scripture: Matthew 5:10–12 — 10. Blessed are those persecuted for righteousness, because the kingdom of heaven is theirs. 11. “If people insult you, persecute you and invent all kinds of evil things to slander you because of me, you are blessed! 12. Rejoice and be glad, because your reward in heaven is great. People also persecuted the prophets before you in this way.”
Blessed Are Those Persecuted for Righteousness
Theme: Three teachings true Christians must understand.
Introduction: Qu Yuan was persecuted for righteousness
1. There will certainly be affliction in life
Job 5:7 — People living in this world will certainly encounter affliction, as sparks fly upward.
2. God chooses people through suffering
Isaiah 48:10 — I refine you, but not as silver is refined. I choose you in the furnace of suffering.
3. Suffer for doing good
1 Peter 2:20 — If you endure a beating for sinning, what is there to boast about? But if you endure suffering for doing good, this is pleasing in God’s eyes.
Outline
I. Live in righteousness
Verse 10: “Righteousness” (δικαιοσνη).
A. Choose the righteous path
Psalm 23:3 — He revives my soul and, for his own name, guides me on righteous paths.
B. Have the Lord’s presence
Psalm 23:4 — Even though I walk through the dark valley of the shadow of death, I do not fear harm, because you are with me.
C. Die to sin
1 Peter 2:24 — Hanging on the tree, he personally bore our sins, so that, having died to sin, we might live in righteousness.
II. Enter the kingdom of heaven
Verse 10: “Kingdom” (Βασιλεια).
Α. Accept its rule
Colossians 1:13 — He rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son.
Β. Receive the Holy Spirit
Acts 5:32 — We testify to this, and the Holy Spirit whom God gives to obedient people also testifies to it.
C. Crucify the old self
Galatians 2:20 — I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.
III. Rejoice amid it
Verse 12: “Rejoice and be glad.”
A. Rejoice even amid suffering
Acts 16:25 — Around midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and all the prisoners were listening closely.
B. Have a good testimony
Acts 16:34 — Then the jailer brought them into his house and set food before them. He and his whole household were very joyful because they had believed God.
C. Magnify the Lord
Luke 1:46–47 — 46. Mary said, “My heart magnifies the Lord; 47. my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.”
Translation note
The source’s brief statement about Qu Yuan is retained without an invented account or independent historical certification. The printed Greek δικαιοσνη and Βασιλεια, and the Greek Α/Β used for two list labels, remain as supplied. Acts 16:25 is printed with the alternate abbreviation 使; its book name is translated as Acts. Every quotation is translated to its actual source boundary.
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Choose a Higher Level of Thanksgiving to God
Scripture: Psalm 100:4–5 — 4. Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise. Thank him and bless his name! 5. For Jehovah is good. His lovingkindness lasts forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.
Choose a Higher Level of Thanksgiving to God
Theme: Three higher levels of thanksgiving.
Introduction: A classmate brings a car, hoping for “bless”
Outline
I. Give thanks to God
Verse 4: “Give thanks” (ידה).
1. Give God the credit
1 Corinthians 15:10 — But whatever I have become today, I have become through God’s grace.
2. Fulfill one’s responsibility
Luke 17:15–16 — 15. One of them, seeing that he had been healed, returned and loudly gave glory to God. 16. He also fell down at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. This man was a Samaritan.
II. Be the Lord’s disciple
Verse 4: “Enter his courts.”
1. Be willing to follow the Lord
Mark 10:52 — Jesus said, “Go; your faith has saved you.” The blind man immediately saw and followed Jesus along the road.
2. Offer oneself to serve the Lord
Romans 12:1 — Therefore, brothers, by God’s compassion I urge you to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God. Serving in this way is what you ought to do.
III. Continually give thanks for grace
Verse 5: “Forever.”
Colossians 3:17 — Whatever you do, whether speaking or acting, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, thanking God the Father through him.
1. At every time
Daniel 6:10 — Daniel knew the prohibition had been sealed with the royal seal. He went home (the windows of his upper room opened toward Jerusalem) and, three times a day, knelt on both knees before his God, praying and giving thanks as he usually did.
2. Regardless of circumstances
Romans 1:8 — First, through Jesus Christ, I thank my God for all of you, because your faith has spread throughout the world.
Translation note
The theme prints 能恩, understood contextually as thanksgiving. The introduction is only the brief note 同學送車願得「bless」; the English preserves that allusion and the word “bless,” without deciding whether the car was a gift or inventing the circumstances or recipient of the blessing. Hebrew ידה and all supplied excerpts are retained. The source has two subpoints under each main section; no third subpoint is invented.
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Take Part in God’s Plan
Scripture: John 13:8–17 — 8. Peter said, “You must never wash my feet!” Jesus said, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9. Simon Peter said, “Lord, not only my feet, but my hands and head as well!” 10. Jesus said, “Whoever has bathed only needs to wash his feet, and his whole body is clean. You are clean, but not all of you are clean.” 11. Jesus knew who would betray him; that is why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 12. After Jesus finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and sat down again. He asked them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13. You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right: that is what I am. 14. Even I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet; you should also wash one another’s feet. 15. I have given you an example, so that you may do as I have done to you. 16. I tell you most truly: a servant cannot be greater than his master, nor a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17. Since you know this, you are blessed if you practice it.”
Take Part in God’s Plan
Theme: Three things that must be done.
Introduction: Heaven’s will is hard to oppose
1. Ephesians 1:10–12 — 10. According to the arrangement he made, when the time is fulfilled, he will unite everything in heaven and on earth in Christ. 11. We have also received an inheritance in him, predestined according to the will of the one who acts and does everything as he wills, 12. so that his glory may receive praise from us who first had hope in Christ.
2. Matthew 7:21 — Not everyone who calls me “Lord, Lord” can enter the kingdom of heaven. Only those who do my heavenly Father’s will can enter.
3. Jonah 2:10 — Jehovah commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land.
Outline
I. Keep the Lord’s new covenant
Verse 8: “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.”
1. Have the Holy Spirit in the heart
Hebrews 10:16 — The Lord says, “After those days, this is the covenant I will make with them: I will write my laws on their hearts and put them within them.”
Acts 2:38 — Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given.”
2. Only then have new life
John 6:63 — The words I have spoken to you are spirit and life.
3. Practice the Holy Spirit’s revelation
Acts 8:29–30 — 29. The Holy Spirit told Philip, “Go and walk close beside that chariot!” 30. Philip ran to the eunuch and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah’s book. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”
II. Magnify the Lord in the heart
Verse 16: “A servant cannot be greater than his master.”
1. Be the Lord’s good sheep
Psalm 23:1 — Jehovah is my shepherd; I will certainly not lack anything.
2. Receive abundant life
John 10:10 — The thief comes only to steal, kill and destroy. I came so that the sheep may have life, and have it more abundantly.
3. Be willing to lay down the self
Luke 5:5 — Simon said, “Teacher, we labored all night and caught nothing. But according to your word, I will lower the net.”
III. Practice the truth you know
Verse 17: “Since you know this, you are blessed if you practice it.”
1. Diligently practice the word
Acts 10:7–8 — 7. After the angel who spoke to him had left, Cornelius called two household servants and a devout soldier who regularly attended him. 8. He told them the whole matter and sent them to Joppa.
2. Only then be able to enter the kingdom of heaven
Matthew 11:12 — From the time of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven is entered through effort, and those who make the effort obtain it.
3. Have God’s love
John 13:8–9 — 8. Peter said, “You must never wash my feet!” Jesus said, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 9. Simon Peter said, “Lord, not only my feet, but my hands and head as well!”
Matthew 22:37–40 — 37. Jesus told him, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul and all your mind. 38. This is the first and greatest commandment. 39. The second is like it: love others as yourself. 40. These two commandments sum up all the teaching of the Law and the Prophets.”
Translation note
All ten verses of the opening passage are translated, including the washing conditions, knowledge of the betrayer, clothes and seating, servant/messenger comparisons and the conditional blessing. The later repetition of John 13:8–9 is retained. Every supplied number, name, reference and excerpt is included; no missing continuation is invented.
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Accord with God’s Teaching
Scripture: Jonah 4:7–11 — 7. At dawn the next day, God appointed a worm to bite the castor-oil plant, causing it to wither. 8. When the sun rose, God appointed a scorching east wind. The sun beat on Jonah’s head, making him faint. He asked to die, saying, “It is better for me to die than to live!” 9. God told Jonah, “Is it reasonable for you to be angry about this castor-oil plant?” He said, “It is reasonable for me to be angry even to death!” 10. Jehovah said, “You cherish this castor-oil plant, which you neither planted nor tended, which sprang up in one night and dried up in one night. 11. How much more should I cherish this great city of Nineveh, with more than one hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot distinguish their left hand from their right, and many livestock?”
Accord with God’s Teaching
Theme: Three true teachings believers should practice.
Introduction: Joseph practiced the true way and prospered
Genesis 39:9, 23 — 9. How could I do this great evil and sin against God? 23. Jehovah made everything he did “prosper” (צלח). (צלח is translated “prosper” in Daniel 6:28.)
1. The Lord’s desire
John 18:23 — Jesus said, “If I spoke wrongly, you may testify to what was wrong. If I spoke rightly, why do you strike me?”
2. Only then have true benefit
Matthew 16:26 — If someone gains the whole world but forfeits his own life, what benefit is there? What can a person give in exchange for life?
3. Be worthy to enter the kingdom of heaven
Matthew 7:21 — Not everyone who calls me “Lord, Lord” can enter the kingdom of heaven. Only those who do my heavenly Father’s will can enter.
Outline
I. Be logical
Verse 9: “Is it reasonable?”
1. Practice the truth
Luke 6:46 — Why do you call me “Lord, Lord” but not act according to my words?
2. God repays people
Romans 2:6 — He will certainly repay each person according to that person’s actions.
3. Please the Lord
2 Corinthians 5:9–10 — 9. Therefore, whether we remain within the body or depart from it, we have resolved to please the Lord. 10. For we must all be revealed before Christ’s judgment seat, so that each may receive recompense for what he has personally done, whether good or evil.
II. Respect Heaven’s will
Verse 10: “Dried up in one night.”
1. Do not speak presumptuously about God
Job 42:1–4 — 1. Job answered Jehovah, 2. “I know that you can do everything, and your will cannot be obstructed. 3. Who hides your will with ignorant words? I spoke about what I did not understand; these things were too wonderful, things I did not know. 4. Please listen to me, and I will speak. I will ask you; please instruct me.”
2. God is above humanity
Psalm 99:2 — Jehovah is great in Zion; he is above all peoples.
3. Ask God for instruction
Psalm 90:11–12 — 11. Who knows the power of your anger? Who knows your wrath in accordance with the fear you deserve? 12. Please teach us how to number our days, so that we may receive a wise heart.
III. Have God’s love
Verse 11: “How could I not cherish?”
1. Give up oneself for others
John 3:16 — God loved the people of the world so much that he gave them his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but will have eternal life.
1 Corinthians 13:5 — It does not behave shamefully or seek its own benefit.
Romans 9:3 — For my brothers, my relatives according to the flesh, I would even be willing to be cursed myself and separated from Christ.
2. God is love
1 John 4:8 — Whoever has no love does not know God, because God is love.
3. Have the Lord in the heart
Ephesians 3:17 — So that Christ may dwell in your hearts through your faith, and your love may be rooted and grounded.
Translation note
The source’s plant identification as a castor-oil plant, its figure of more than 120,000, the overnight growth and death, and Jonah’s death-related statements are preserved. The printed Hebrew צלח and its prosperity gloss remain. All supplied quotations are translated, including the unusual wording of Job 42:4 and the willingness to be separated from Christ in Romans 9:3. No missing continuation is supplied.
Reading 161
Receive the Holy Spirit as a Gift
Scripture: Acts 2:32–42 — 32. God has already raised this Jesus, and we all testify to this. 33. Having been exalted by God’s right hand and having received the promised Holy Spirit from the Father, he poured out what you see and hear. 34. David did not ascend to heaven, but he himself said, “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand 35. until I make your enemies your footstool.’” 36. Therefore, let the whole house of Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ. 37. When the people heard this, they felt pierced to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38. Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given. 39. For this promise is for you and your children and all those far away, whom the Lord our God calls.” 40. Peter testified with many other words and urged them, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41. Then those who received his words were baptized. That day about three thousand disciples were added, 42. all steadfastly keeping the apostles’ teaching, sharing fellowship, breaking bread and praying.
Receive the Holy Spirit as a Gift
Theme: Three things believers should do.
Introduction: Know its importance
1. Have new life
Ezekiel 37:14 — I will certainly put my Spirit within you, and you will live.
2. Accord with the Lord’s will
John 10:10 — I came so that the sheep may have life, and have it more abundantly.
3. Have true faith
Romans 1:5 — From him we received grace and the office of apostle, to bring people in all nations to believe and obey the true way for his name.
Acts 5:32 — We testify to this, and the Holy Spirit whom God gives to obedient people also testifies to it.
Outline
I. Take Jesus as Lord
Verse 36: “Made Lord.”
1. Be Christ’s slave
Luke 1:38 — Mary said, “I am the Lord’s maidservant. I am willing for your words to be fulfilled in me.”
2. Only then be able to receive salvation
Romans 10:9 — If you confess Jesus as Lord with your mouth and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will certainly be saved.
3. Have evidence for believing in the Lord
Acts 17:31 — For he has set a day on which he will judge the world righteously through the man he appointed. He raised him from the dead, giving everyone trustworthy evidence.
II. Have one’s own sins forgiven
Verse 38: “Sins forgiven.”
1. Be willing to repent of sin and depart from evil
Ezekiel 18:30 — House of Israel, I will certainly judge each of you according to what you have done. Turn back and depart from all the transgressions you have committed. Then sin will certainly not bring you to ruin.
2. Only then be able to receive true blessing
Psalm 32:1–2 — 1. Blessed is the person whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin is covered! 2. Blessed is the person with no deceit in the heart, whom Jehovah does not count as guilty!
Ezekiel 18:4 — Whoever sins will certainly die.
Psalm 51:17 — The sacrifice God wants is a sorrowful spirit. O God, you will certainly not despise a sorrowful and contrite heart.
3. Be willing to confess sins earnestly
1 John 1:9 — If we confess our sins, God is faithful and righteous; he will certainly forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Ezekiel 18:31 — Cast away all the transgressions you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. House of Israel, why should you die?
III. Steadfastly keep the true way
Verse 42: “Keep the teaching.”
1. Keep Scripture’s spiritual meaning
2 Corinthians 3:6 — He has enabled us to serve as ministers of this new covenant, not by the letter but by its spiritual meaning, because the letter kills, while the spiritual meaning (or, the Holy Spirit) gives life.
2. Only then be able to be born again
John 6:63 — It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is of no benefit. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and life.
3. Practice Scripture’s original meaning
Acts 17:11 — The people in this place were nobler than those in Thessalonica. They willingly received the word and “examined” (ανακρινοντες) Scripture daily to find out whether this word was true.
1 Corinthians 10:25 — Eat whatever is sold in the market, without “asking” (ανακρινοντες) any questions for the sake of conscience.
Translation note
All eleven opening verses are translated, including exaltation by God’s right hand, the David quotation and about three thousand added disciples. The source’s spiritual-meaning/Holy-Spirit distinction in 2 Corinthians 3:6 and the repeated Greek ανακρινοντες with different Chinese glosses are preserved. Ezekiel 18:31 retains the instruction to make yourselves a new heart and spirit. The source’s final quotation ends with a comma; no unprovided continuation is added.
Reading 162
Be the Lord’s True Disciple
Scripture: John 15:5–8 — 5. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6. Whoever does not remain in me is like a branch thrown outside and withered; people gather it and throw it into the fire to burn. 7. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you desire, and it will be done for you. 8. By bearing much fruit, you bring glory to my Father and are my disciples.
Be the Lord’s True Disciple
Theme: Three standards for being the Lord’s true disciple.
Introduction: Have the corresponding qualities
John 13:35 — If you have love for one another, everyone will recognize through this that you are my disciples.
Matthew 22:14 — For many are called, but few are chosen.
Acts 19:5–6 — 5. When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6. Paul laid his hands on their heads, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.
Outline
I. Remain in Christ
Verse 5: “I am the vine; you are the branches.”
1. Be baptized into Christ
Galatians 3:27 — All of you who were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
2. Receive life in the Lord
Romans 6:23 — For sin’s wages are death, but God’s gift, in Christ Jesus our Lord, is eternal life.
3. Die and live with the Lord
Romans 6:8 — If we have died with Christ, we believe that we will certainly live with him.
II. Delight in practicing the Lord’s words
Verse 7: “My words also remain in you.”
1. Love practicing the Lord’s words
Psalm 119:47 — I will delight in your commands, which I have always loved.
2. Have the Lord’s life
Galatians 2:20 — I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. The life I now live in the flesh I live through faith in God’s Son, who loves me and gave himself for me.
3. Have received the Lord’s discipline
Psalm 119:67 — Before I suffered, I went astray; now, however, I keep your words.
III. Bring glory to God
Verse 8: “My Father receives glory through this.”
1. It is people’s duty
Isaiah 43:7 — Everyone called by my name is someone I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.
2. Glory belongs to God
1 Peter 4:11 — Glory and power are his forever and ever. Amen!
3. Praise God in everything
Psalm 71:8 — Your praise and your glory will certainly fill my mouth all day.
Acts 16:25 — Around midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and all the prisoners were listening closely.
Translation note
Every supplied passage and all conditional statements are translated. The introduction’s awkward 與有相應之質素 is read contextually as having the corresponding qualities; the third heading’s 的榮耀 is understood as receiving glory. These apparent typographical issues do not warrant adding further sermon content. This version is translated from its own complete source rather than assumed identical to another file with the same title.
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Seek What Is Beneficial in God’s Eyes
Scripture: Hebrews 11:24–28 — 24. By faith, Moses, when grown, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 25. He preferred to suffer mistreatment with God’s people rather than enjoy the temporary pleasure of sin. 26. He considered the humiliation suffered for Christ more precious than Egypt’s wealth, because he looked forward to the reward he would receive. 27. By faith he left Egypt, unafraid of the king’s anger, because he endured steadfastly as though seeing the invisible Lord. 28. By faith he kept the Passover and performed the rite of sprinkling blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not approach the Israelites.
Seek What Is Beneficial in God’s Eyes
Theme: Three things those seeking true benefit must do.
Introduction: Choose to have spiritual wisdom
Psalm 90:12 — Please teach us how to number our days, so that we may receive a wise heart.
Matthew 16:26 — If someone gains the whole world but forfeits his own life, what benefit is there?
Isaiah 55:9 — As heaven is higher than earth, so my ways are higher than your ways, and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.
Outline
I. Make good decisions
Verse 25: “Unwilling to enjoy the temporary pleasure of sin.”
1. Accord with God’s will
Acts 13:22 — I have found David, Jesse’s son, a man after my heart, who will do my will in everything.
2. There are laws in the spiritual realm
Romans 6:23 — For sin’s wages are death, but God’s gift, in Christ Jesus our Lord, is eternal life.
3. Be willing to reorganize oneself
Galatians 2:20 — I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.
II. Seek eternal value
Verse 26: “Look forward to the reward to be received.”
1. Be open to the truth
John 4:14–15 — 14. “Whoever drinks the water I give will never be thirsty. The water I give will become a spring within him, flowing up to eternal life.” 15. The woman said, “Sir, please give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or need to come so far to draw water.”
2. Only then have a good outcome
Hebrews 11:7 — By faith, Noah, instructed by God about things he had not seen and moved by a fearful reverence, prepared an ark, bringing salvation to his whole household.
3. Be willing to pay a high price
Matthew 10:38 — Whoever does not carry his cross and follow me is also unworthy to be my disciple.
III. Carry out God’s instructions
Verse 28: “Perform the Passover rite of sprinkling blood.”
1. Believe that Jesus is Lord
John 4:26, 28–29 — 26. Jesus said, “The one speaking with you is he!” 28. The woman left her water jar, went into the city and told the people, 29. “Come and see! There is a man who told me everything I have ever done. Could this be the Christ?”
2. Only then be able to receive salvation
Romans 10:9 — If you confess Jesus as Lord with your mouth and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will certainly be saved.
3. Act according to the Lord’s intentions
John 6:28–29 — 28. The people asked him, “What should we do to count as doing God’s work?” 29. Jesus answered, “Believe in the one God sent: this is doing God’s work.”
Matthew 9:9 — Jesus went on from there and saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax office. He told him, “Follow me.” Then he got up and followed Jesus.
Translation note
The internal heading says to seek the benefit God values, rather than the filename’s wording about receiving it. All five opening verses and every supplied excerpt are translated, including the Passover rite, refusal of temporary pleasure and the woman’s uncertain “Could this be the Christ?” No verse text is inserted into the gap between John 4:26 and 28.
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Make a Wise Choice
Scripture: Matthew 7:13–29 — 13. “Enter through the narrow gate. For the gate leading to destruction is wide and the road broad, and many enter through it. 14. The gate leading to eternal life is narrow and the road small, and few find it.” 15. “Beware of false prophets. They come to you wearing sheep’s clothing, but inside they are savage wolves. 16. You can recognize them by their fruit. Can grapes be picked from thorns, or figs from thistles? 17. In the same way, every good tree bears good fruit, while a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19. A tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20. Therefore, you can recognize them by their fruit.” 21. “Not everyone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord’ can enter the kingdom of heaven. Only those who do my heavenly Father’s will can enter. 22. On that day many will certainly tell me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not preach in your name, cast out demons in your name, and perform many mighty works in your name?’ 23. Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. You evildoers, leave me!’” 24. “Therefore, everyone who hears these words of mine and practices them is like a wise person who built his house on rock. 25. Rain fell, water rushed in, and wind blew and struck the house, but it did not collapse, because its foundation was laid on rock. 26. Everyone who hears these words of mine without practicing them is like an ignorant person who built his house on sand. 27. Rain fell, water rushed in, and wind blew and struck the house; it collapsed, and its collapse was great.” 28. After Jesus finished these words, everyone was astonished at his teaching, 29. because he taught them like someone with authority, unlike their scribes.
Make a Wise Choice
Theme: Three revelations from the Lord.
Introduction: Accept God’s revelation
Luke 5:5 — Simon said, “Teacher, we labored all night and caught nothing. But according to your word, I will lower the net.”
Isaiah 55:9 — As heaven is higher than earth, so my ways are higher than your ways, and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.
Psalm 119:32 — When you enlarge my heart, I run straight along the way of your commands.
Outline
I. Do not fear difficulty
Verse 13: “Enter through the narrow gate.”
1. Difficulty must be encountered
Acts 14:22 — They strengthened the disciples’ hearts and urged them to hold steadfastly to the word they believed. They also said, “We must undergo many difficulties to enter God’s kingdom.”
2. Be chosen by God
Isaiah 48:10 — I refine you, but not as silver is refined. I choose you in the furnace of suffering.
Galatians 6:15–16 — 15. Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision matters; what matters is becoming a new creation. 16. May peace and mercy be added to all who follow this principle, and to the Israel of God.
3. Sincerely love the Lord
Romans 8:35 — Who can separate us from Christ’s love? Affliction? Distress? Persecution? Hunger? Nakedness? Danger? The sword?
II. Do God’s will
Verse 21: “Obey God’s will.”
1. Rely on the Lord for salvation
Ephesians 1:5 — Also, because he loves us, according to the good pleasure of his own will, he predestined us to receive the status of sons through Jesus Christ.
1 Thessalonians 5:9 — For God did not appoint us to punishment, but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.
2. God hears prayer
1 John 5:14 — If we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. This is the confidence without fear that we have toward him.
3. Yield to the Lord
Acts 19:4–5 — 4. Paul said, “John administered a baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one coming after him, who is Jesus.” 5. When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
III. Do not be a fool
Verse 24: “Practice the Lord’s words.”
1. Preserve the eyes of the heart
Matthew 7:26 — Everyone who hears these words of mine without practicing them is like an ignorant person who built his house on sand.
Matthew 23:17 — You ignorant, blind people! Which is greater: the gold, or the temple that makes the gold holy?
2 Corinthians 4:4 — These unbelieving people have had the eyes of their hearts blinded by the god of this world, so that the light of Christ’s glorious gospel does not shine on them.
2. Calamity is certain
Matthew 23:16 — Woe to you blind guides!
3. See the Lord’s light
Psalm 119:105 — Your word is a lamp before my feet and a light on my path.
Translation note
All seventeen verses of the opening passage are translated, including the repeated fruit tests, both house outcomes and the concluding comparison with scribes. Every item in the Romans 8:35 list is retained. The source’s subpoint “Calamity is certain” remains under “Do not be a fool,” without reversing it into a promise of avoiding calamity. No missing verse continuation is supplied.
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Accept the Sound Gospel
Scripture: Galatians 1:6–8 — 6. I am astonished that you are so quickly leaving the one who called you through Christ’s grace to follow another gospel. 7. That is not a gospel; rather, some people are troubling you and want to change Christ’s gospel. 8. But whether it is we or a messenger from heaven, if anyone preaches to you a gospel different from what we preached, he should be cursed.
Accept the Sound Gospel
Theme: Three biblical revelations to hold firmly.
Introduction: Gladly accept revelation from one with authority
Ephesians 3:3–4 — Surely you have heard that God gave me grace and entrusted to me the office concerning you, making the mystery of the gospel known to me through revelation, as I wrote briefly before. 4. When you read it, you can know my deep understanding of Christ’s mystery.
1 Timothy 2:4 — He desires everyone to be saved and understand the true way.
2 Peter 3:16 — All his letters also speak about this. In them are some things hard to understand, which the unlearned and unstable twist, as they do the other Scriptures, bringing destruction upon themselves.
Outline
I. Be in Christ
1. Have the Lord dwelling in the heart
John 15:5 — I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.
Romans 14:17 — For God’s kingdom is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace (ειρηνη) and joy in the Holy Spirit.
2. Only then have new life
2 Corinthians 5:17 — If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old things have passed away; everything has become new.
3. Have valid baptism
Galatians 3:27 — All of you who were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
Acts 2:38 — Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given.”
II. Truly love the true God
1. This is a mark of new birth
1 John 4:7 — Dear brothers, we should love one another, because love comes from God. Everyone who has love is born of God and knows God.
2. Receive the benefit of being called
Romans 8:28–30 — 28. We know that all things work together to benefit those who love God, who are called according to his will. 29. For those whom he foreknew, he also predestined to follow the likeness of his Son, so that his Son would be the firstborn among many brothers. 30. Those whom he predestined, he also called; those whom he called, he also justified; those whom he justified, he also brought into glory.
3. Keep God’s commandments
1 John 5:3 — Keeping God’s commandments is loving him, and his commandments are not hard to keep.
Matthew 7:21 — Not everyone who calls me “Lord, Lord” can enter the kingdom of heaven. Only those who do my heavenly Father’s will can enter.
III. Be an overcomer
1. Have faith that receives salvation
1 Peter 1:6–7 — 6. Therefore you have great joy, although now you are temporarily sorrowful in various trials, 7. so that your tested faith may prove more precious than gold that is tested by fire but still perishes, and may receive praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ appears.
2. Be able to receive the Lord’s acceptance
Deuteronomy 8:2 — Also remember these forty years in which Jehovah your God led you in the wilderness, to refine you through hardship and test you, to know what was in your heart and whether you were willing to keep his commandments.
Revelation 3:5 — Those who overcome will certainly be clothed in white in this way. I will certainly not blot their names out of the Book of Life, and I will acknowledge their names before my Father and his angels.
3. Triumph in praise
Psalm 106:47 — O Jehovah our God, please save us and gather us from among the Gentiles, so that we may praise your holy name and triumph in praising you.
Acts 16:25–26 — 25. Around midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and all the prisoners were listening closely. 26. Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that even the prison’s foundations shook. All the prison doors immediately opened, and all the prisoners’ chains were loosened.
Translation note
The filename names Galatians 1:6–10, but the source actually quotes only verses 6–8; no verses 9–10 are added. Its Ephesians quotation is labeled 3:3 and then 4 while beginning with the preceding sentence about the entrusted office; the supplied label and full wording remain. Greek ειρηνη, all forty wilderness years, every link in Romans 8:28–30, and all/each distinctions in the prison account are retained. The author’s stated conditions and interpretation are not silently revised.
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Ten Thousand Purples, a Thousand Reds: All Are Spring
Scripture: Matthew 28:18–20 — 18. Jesus came forward and told them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19. Therefore go and make all peoples my disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20. Teach them to keep everything I have commanded you, and I will always be with you until the end of the world.”
Ten Thousand Purples, a Thousand Reds: All Are Spring
Theme: Three biblical teachings those who flourish must practice.
Introduction: All flourishing comes from God
Titus 3:5 — He saved us, not because of righteous deeds we ourselves had done, but according to his mercy, through the washing of rebirth and the Holy Spirit’s (πνευμα) renewal.
John 15:5 — I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.
John 7:37–39 — 37. Jesus stood and called out, “If anyone is thirsty, he may come to me and drink. 38. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture says, rivers of living water will flow from his belly.” 39. Jesus said this about the Holy Spirit whom those who believed in him would receive.
Outline
I. Receive the Lord’s authority
Verse 18: “Authority.”
1. Receive it from God
John 17:2 — Just as you gave him authority over all flesh, so that he may give eternal life to those you gave him.
John 20:21 — Jesus also told them, “As the Father sent me, I likewise send you.”
2. Only then have results
Acts 16:18 — She kept shouting this for many days. Paul became annoyed, turned and said to the demon, “In the name of Jesus Christ, I command you to come out of her!” The demon came out at that moment.
Philippians 1:4–5 — 4. Whenever I petition for all of you, I always pray joyfully, 5. because from the first day until now you have worked with one heart and mind to advance the gospel.
3. Do God’s will
Acts 16:9–10 — 9. A vision appeared to Paul during the night. A Macedonian stood and appealed to him, “Please come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10. After Paul saw this vision, we immediately intended to go to Macedonia, considering that God had called us to preach the gospel to the people there.
II. Carry out the Lord’s commission
Verse 19: Make all peoples my “disciples” (μαθητευσατε).
1. Be the Lord’s student
Matthew 10:24 — A student (μαθητης) cannot be above his teacher, nor a servant above his master.
2. Only then be able to grow
Colossians 1:6 — This gospel has reached you and the whole world, bearing fruit and growing, just as among you since the day you heard the gospel and truly knew God’s grace.
3. Obey the Lord’s words
Acts 19:5–7 — 5. When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6. Paul laid his hands on their heads, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied (or, preached). 7. There were about twelve people in all.
III. Have the Lord’s presence
Verse 20: “Be with you.”
1. Receive the Lord’s protection
Acts 18:10 — I am with you, and certainly no one will lay a hand on you to harm you, because I have many people in this city.
2. Wind and waves subside
Mark 4:37–39 — 37. Suddenly a storm arose. Waves broke into the boat until it was about to fill with water. 38. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a pillow. The disciples woke him and said, “Teacher! We are perishing. Do you not care?” 39. Jesus awoke, rebuked the wind and told the sea, “Stop! Be still!” The wind stopped, and there was a great calm.
3. Share the Lord’s heart together
2 Corinthians 13:11 — Finally, may the brothers all rejoice. Be complete people; receive comfort; have one heart and mind; live at peace with one another. In this way, the God of love and peace will certainly always be with you.
Mark 16:20 — The disciples went out and preached the gospel everywhere. The Lord worked with them, confirming the word they preached through accompanying signs. Amen!
Translation note
The poetic title evokes spring’s abundance of purple and red flowers; its large color numbers are figurative. Every supplied quotation is translated, including the alternative “preached” in Acts 19, the approximate twelve people and the storm details. Greek πνευμα, μαθητευσατε and μαθητης remain as supplied. No missing verse continuation is added.
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Receive New Life
Scripture: John 3:16 — God loved the people of the world so much that he gave them his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but will have eternal life.
Receive New Life
Theme: Things that should be done.
Introduction: Meet the Lord’s requirements
2 Corinthians 5:17 — If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old things have passed away; everything has become new.
John 6:27 — Do not labor for food that will perish, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has attested the Son of Man.
John 10:10 — The thief comes only to steal, kill and destroy. I came so that the sheep (or, people) may have life, and have it more abundantly.
Outline
I. Overcome testing
“Believe” (πιστευων, sing. part. pres. of πιστευω).
1. Believe continually
Hebrews 3:14 — If we hold our original sure faith firmly to the end, we have a share in Christ.
2. A condition for salvation
Matthew 24:13 — Only those who endure to the end will certainly be saved.
Revelation 3:5 — Those who overcome will certainly be clothed in white in this way. I will certainly not blot their names out of the Book of Life, and I will acknowledge their names before my Father and his angels.
3. Resist the devil
1 Peter 5:9–10 — 9. Resist him with firm faith, knowing that your brothers in the world are also experiencing such suffering. 10. The God of all grace, who called you in Christ to enjoy his eternal glory, will certainly himself make you complete, establish you and give you strength after you have suffered briefly.
II. Remove the cause of death
“Will not perish.”
1. Sincerely confess sin
1 John 1:9–10 — 9. If we confess our sins, God is faithful and righteous; he will certainly forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10. If we say that we have not sinned, we make God a liar, and his word is not in our hearts.
Mark 1:14–15 — 14. After John was imprisoned, Jesus came to Galilee and proclaimed God’s gospel, 15. saying, “The time is fulfilled, and God’s kingdom is near. Repent and believe the gospel!”
2. Death comes from sin
Romans 5:12 — Just as sin entered the world through one person, and death came through sin, so death came upon everyone, because everyone sinned.
3. Know what sin is
Psalm 32:5 — I made my “sin” (חטאה) known to you and did not conceal my “evil” (עון). I said, “I will confess my ‘transgression’ (פשע) to Jehovah,” and you “forgave” (נשאת) my sin and evil.
III. Have the Lord’s Spirit in the heart
“But have eternal life.”
1. Those who have the Lord live
2 Corinthians 3:17 — The Lord is that Spirit; wherever the Lord’s Spirit is, there is freedom.
1 John 5:12 — Whoever has God’s Son has life; whoever does not have God’s Son does not have life.
2. Be able to enter God’s kingdom
John 3:5 — Jesus said, “I tell you most truly: unless someone is born of water and the Holy Spirit, he cannot enter God’s kingdom.”
3. Be willing to obey God
Acts 5:32 — We testify to this, and the Holy Spirit whom God gives to obedient people also testifies to it.
Translation note
Every supplied excerpt and all conditions and negations are translated. Greek πιστευων/πιστευω and the supplied grammatical label “sing. part. pres.,” as well as all four Hebrew forms and their distinct quoted glosses, are retained. The author’s teaching about continued belief and the cause of death is preserved without editorial changes. No missing continuation is added.
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Have Wisdom for Salvation
Scripture: Romans 10:9 — If you confess Jesus as Lord with your mouth and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will certainly be saved.
Have Wisdom for Salvation
Theme: Three wise choices.
Introduction
A. Strive to receive salvation
Matthew 11:12 — From the time of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven is entered through effort, and those who make the effort obtain it.
Acts 17:11 — The people in this place were nobler than those in Thessalonica. They willingly received the word and examined Scripture daily to find out whether this word was true.
B. It determines life and death
Ephesians 5:15–16 — 15. Be careful how you act, as wise people rather than fools. 16. Value the time, because the present age is evil.
C. Understand Scripture
2 Timothy 3:15 — And knowing that you have understood Scripture from childhood: this Scripture can give you wisdom for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
Outline
I. Act according to Jesus’ intentions
Verse 9: “Confess Jesus as [Lord] (Κυριον).”
Matthew 7:21 — Not everyone who calls me “Lord, Lord” can enter the kingdom of heaven. Only those who do my heavenly Father’s will can enter.
1. Take Jesus as Lord
Luke 5:4–5 — 4. After speaking, he told Simon, “Take the boat out into deep water and lower the nets to catch fish.” 5. Simon said, “Teacher, we labored all night and caught nothing. But according to your word, I will lower the net.”
2. Receive God’s calling
Romans 8:28 — We know that all things work together to benefit those who love God, who are called according to his will.
John 14:15 — If you love me, you will keep my commands.
3. Desire God to hear one’s prayer
1 John 5:14 — If we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. This is the confidence without fear that we have toward him.
II. Believe Jesus is the Christ
Verse 9: “Raised from the dead.”
Romans 1:4 — According to the Spirit of holiness, through resurrection from the dead, he was powerfully shown to be God’s Son.
1. Jesus is the great God
Psalm 95:3 — For Jehovah is the great God, the great King above all gods.
2. Believers can cast out demons
1 John 4:4 — Little children, you belong to God and have overcome them, because the one in you is greater than the one in the world.
3. Receive the Holy Spirit’s power
Acts 1:8 — But when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will certainly receive power and be my witnesses in Jerusalem, all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
III. Meet Jesus’ standard
Verse 9: “Will be [saved]” (σωθηση: fut. pass. of Σωζω).
Romans 1:17 — For God’s righteousness is revealed in this gospel; this righteousness is from faith to faith. As Scripture says, “The righteous will live by faith.”
1. Have faith that receives salvation
Hebrews 9:28 — In the same way, Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time to those waiting for him, apart from sin, to save them.
2. Only then be able to be saved
1 Peter 1:7 — So that your tested faith may prove more precious than gold that is tested by fire but still perishes, and may receive praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ appears.
3. Make good preparations
Matthew 24:44 — Therefore, you too must prepare, because the Son of Man will come when you do not expect.
John 11:26 — Everyone who lives and believes in me will certainly never die. Do you believe this?
Matthew 25:11–12 — 11. The other virgins came afterward and said, “Lord, Lord, open the door for us!” 12. But he answered, “I tell you truly, I do not know you.”
Translation note
The document’s internal title differs from the filename about responding to Jesus’ resurrection; the internal title is used. All supplied quotations and Greek forms—Κυριον, σωθηση and Σωζω—are retained, along with the grammatical label “fut. pass.” The unclosed punctuation around that label is normalized. The author’s explicit identification of Jesus as the great God and all salvation conditions are preserved. No missing verse continuation is supplied.
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Prerequisites for Salvation
Scripture: Ephesians 6:24 — And may all who sincerely love our Lord Jesus Christ receive grace!
Prerequisites for Salvation
Theme: Three prerequisites for people to receive salvation.
Introduction: Meet the prerequisites for receiving grace
Romans 3:24 — But now, by God’s grace, through Christ Jesus’ redemption, we are freely justified.
Acts 2:38 — Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given.”
Outline
I. Have an honest heart
“Sincerely” (αφθαρσια), “imperishable.”
2 Timothy 1:10 — He has already abolished death and, through the gospel, revealed “imperishable” (αφθαρσια) life.
John 4:24 — God is spirit, so those who worship him must worship him in spirit and honesty.
1. Follow the Lord wholeheartedly
Joshua 14:8 — But the brothers who went up with me made the people’s hearts melt; I, however, wholeheartedly followed Jehovah my God.
2. Be given eternal life
John 10:27–28 — 27. My sheep hear my voice, I know them, and they follow me. 28. I also give them eternal life. They will never perish, and no one can snatch them from my hand.
3. Be willing to pay the price
Proverbs 23:23 — Buy truth; neither wisdom, instruction nor understanding should be sold.
Matthew 13:45–46 — 45. The kingdom of heaven is also like a merchant seeking good pearls. 46. When he found a pearl of great value, he went and sold everything he owned and bought it.
II. Have the true God’s love
“Love” (αγαπωντων).
John 13:35 — If you have love for one another, everyone will recognize through this that you are my disciples.
1. Accord with God’s nature
1 John 4:8 — Whoever has no love does not know God, because God is love.
2. Have good relationships
Colossians 2:2 — So that their hearts may be comforted and joined together through love.
1 Corinthians 16:22 — If anyone does not love the Lord, that person is accursed. The Lord will certainly come!
3. Have a good state of heart
1 Timothy 1:5 — The aim of the command is love. This love grows from a clean heart, a clear conscience and sincere faith.
III. Have fitting qualities
“Receive” (μετα), “be together in one place.”
Mark 1:13 — He was in the wilderness for forty days, tempted by Satan and together with the wild beasts.
Ephesians 4:1 — I, imprisoned for the Lord, urge you: since you have been called, conduct yourselves in a manner befitting the grace of your calling.
1. Deny oneself and follow the Lord
Matthew 10:38 — Whoever does not carry his cross and follow me is also unworthy to be my disciple.
Luke 15:19 — From now on, I am not worthy to be called your son. Treat me as a hired worker!
2. Enter the kingdom of heaven
Matthew 25:10 — While they went to buy, the bridegroom arrived. Those who were ready went in with him to the feast, and the door was shut.
3. Do God’s will
Acts 10:22–23 — 22. They said, “The centurion Cornelius is a righteous man who fears God and is praised by the whole Jewish nation. A holy angel instructed him to invite you to his house and hear your words.” 23. Peter invited them in, and they stayed one night.
Matthew 7:21–23 — 21. “Not everyone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord’ can enter the kingdom of heaven. Only those who do my heavenly Father’s will can enter. 22. On that day many will certainly tell me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not preach in your name, cast out demons in your name, and perform many mighty works in your name?’ 23. Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. You evildoers, leave me!’”
Translation note
Every supplied quotation, number and condition is translated. The source’s pairings of sincerely/imperishable and receive/together are preserved with αφθαρσια, αγαπωντων and μετα, without substituting a different grammatical explanation. The forty wilderness days, sold possessions and overnight hospitality remain explicit. No missing verse continuation is added.
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Have Spiritual Wisdom
Scripture: Matthew 6:33 — Seek his kingdom and his righteousness first, and all these things will be added to you.
Have Spiritual Wisdom
Theme: Three wise strategies believers must have.
Introduction: Act with wise strategy
Proverbs 16:3 — Commit what you do to Jehovah, and your plans will certainly be established.
Revelation 3:5 — Those who overcome will certainly be clothed in white in this way. I will certainly not blot their names out of the Book of Life, and I will acknowledge their names before my Father and his angels.
Ephesians 6:12 — For we do not fight against flesh and blood, but against rulers, authorities, those who govern this dark world, and evil spirits in the heavenly realm.
Proverbs 20:18 — Plans are established through deliberation; war must be waged with wise strategy.
Outline
I. Attend to important matters first
1. Practice God’s revelation
1 Samuel 16:2–3 — 2. Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears, he will certainly kill me.” Jehovah said, “You may take a calf and say, ‘I have come to offer a sacrifice to Jehovah.’ 3. Invite Jesse to eat the sacrificial meat, and I will tell you what to do. Anoint the person I point out to you.”
2. Only then be able to prosper
Psalm 1:1–3 — 1. Whoever does not follow the wicked’s counsel, stand in sinners’ way or sit in scoffers’ seat, 2. but delights only in Jehovah’s law and reflects on it day and night, is blessed! 3. He will be like a tree planted beside streams, bearing fruit in season, whose leaves do not wither. Everything he does will “go smoothly” (צלח).
Daniel 6:28 — This Daniel greatly “prospered” (צלח) during the reign of King Darius and the reign of Cyrus, king of Persia.
3. Have God’s Spirit in the heart
Genesis 41:38 — Pharaoh told his servants, “Can we find someone like this, who has God’s Spirit within him?”
II. Seek the best outcome
1. Keep one’s name in the Book of Life
Philippians 4:3 — I also ask you, my true yokefellow, to help these two women, because they labored with me in the gospel, along with Clement and my other fellow workers, whose names are all in the Book of Life.
2. There is a difference like heaven and the depths
Luke 16:24–25 — 24. “I am suffering terribly in this flame.” 25. Abraham said, “Son, remember that during your life you enjoyed good things while Lazarus suffered. Now he is comforted here, but you suffer.”
3. Gladly follow the Lord
John 10:27–28 — 27. My sheep hear my voice, I know them, and they follow me. 28. I also give them eternal life. They will never perish, and no one can snatch them from my hand.
III. Revere and love the Creator
1. Act according to the Lord’s intentions
Acts 13:22 — I have found David, Jesse’s son, a man after my heart, who will do my will in everything.
2 Samuel 12:6, 13 — 6. He must repay the lamb fourfold, because he did this and had no merciful heart. 13. David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against Jehovah!” Nathan said, “Jehovah has already removed your sin. You will certainly not die.”
2. The Lord will certainly repay people
2 Corinthians 5:9–10 — 9. Therefore, whether we remain within the body or depart from it, we have resolved to please the Lord. 10. For we must all be revealed before Christ’s judgment seat, so that each may receive recompense for what he has personally done, whether good or evil.
Isaiah 45:7 — I create light and create darkness; I grant peace and send calamity. I, Jehovah, make all these things.
3. Understand Scripture
2 Timothy 3:15 — And knowing that you have understood Scripture from childhood: this Scripture can give you wisdom for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 2:22 — But you know Timothy’s proven testimony: he advances the gospel and labors with me, treating me as a son treats his father.
Translation note
The distinct source glosses “go smoothly” and “prosper” for צלח remain distinct. The apparent typo 才能的亨通 is understood as being able to prosper. All supplied names and quantities, including two women, Clement, Darius, Cyrus and fourfold repayment, are retained. The heaven/depths expression means an immense difference. The source’s statement that Jehovah sends calamity is preserved without softening. No missing continuation is added.
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There Is No Benefit Apart from God
Psalm 16:2 — My heart, you once told Jehovah, “You are my Lord; my benefit is not apart from you.”
There Is No Benefit Apart from God
Theme: Three wise decisions.
Introduction: Have foresight
Hebrews 11:24–26 — 24. By faith, Moses, when grown, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 25. He preferred to suffer mistreatment with God’s people rather than enjoy the temporary pleasure of sin. 26. He considered the humiliation suffered for Christ more precious than Egypt’s wealth, because he looked forward to the reward he would receive.
John 11:26 — Everyone who lives and believes in me will certainly never die. Do you believe this?
Romans 1:5 — From him we received grace and the office of apostle, to bring people in all nations to believe and obey the true way for his name.
Outline
I. Enter into the Lord
Galatians 3:27 — All of you who were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
1. Be willing to be grafted in
John 15:5 — I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.
2. God hears prayer
John 15:7 — If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you desire, and it will be done for you.
3. Receive the Holy Spirit
Luke 1:37–38 — 37. For no word from God is without power. 38. Mary said, “I am the Lord’s maidservant. I am willing for your words to be fulfilled in me.” Then the angel left her.
Acts 5:32 — We testify to this, and the Holy Spirit whom God gives to obedient people also testifies to it.
II. Have true benefit
Romans 6:23 — For sin’s wages are death, but God’s gift, in Christ Jesus our Lord, is eternal life.
1. Have a good outcome
Luke 1:48 — Because he has cared for his maidservant’s lowly condition, from now on all generations will call me blessed.
2. God receives glory
James 5:11 — We call those who endured in the past blessed. You have heard of Job’s endurance and know the outcome the Lord gave him, showing that the Lord is full of mercy and great compassion.
3. Have new life
Ruth 2:11–13 — 11. Boaz answered, “People have told me everything you have done for your mother-in-law since your husband died, and how you left your parents and homeland and came among people you had never known. 12. Jehovah rewards you according to what you have done. You have come to take refuge under the wings of Jehovah, Israel’s God; may you receive his reward in full.” 13. Ruth said, “My lord, may I receive favor in your eyes. Although I am not equal to one of your maidservants, you still comfort my heart with loving words.”
Ruth 4:21–22 — 21. Salmon fathered Boaz; Boaz fathered Obed. 22. Obed fathered Jesse; Jesse fathered David.
III. Accept pruning
John 15:2 — Every branch belonging to me that does not bear fruit he cuts off. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes clean, so that it bears more fruit.
1. Practice God’s words
Psalm 119:9 — How can a young person cleanse his conduct? By practicing your words!
2. Have the Lord’s presence
Matthew 28:19–20 — 19. Therefore go and make all peoples my disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20. Teach them to keep everything I have commanded you, and I will always be with you until the end of the world.
3. Keep one’s conscience
Acts 24:16 — For this reason I encourage myself to keep a clear conscience toward God and people at all times.
1 Timothy 1:19 — Keep faith and a clear conscience. Some have abandoned conscience and have become like a shipwreck in the true way.
Translation note
All supplied quotations are translated, including the full Ruth conversation and each generation from Salmon to David. The exact Chinese Luke 1:37 wording about every word having power is retained. Ruth 2:12’s first sentence lacks an explicit “may” in the source, while its later wish has one; that distinction remains visible. No verse continuation beyond the supplied excerpts is invented.
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Pursue Good Results
1 Peter 2:1–2 — Therefore, having put away all malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all slanderous words, 2 long for the pure spiritual milk, as newborn babies long for milk, so that by it you may gradually grow until you receive salvation.

Pursue Good Results
Theme: Three good results that believers should pursue.
Introduction: Choose to “sow melons and reap melons.”
Galatians 6:7 — Do not deceive yourselves. God cannot be mocked. Whatever a person sows, that is what he will also reap.

Psalm 119:41 — O Jehovah, may your steadfast love, your salvation, come upon me according to your word.

Matthew 11:12 — From the time of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven is entered through effort, and those who strive obtain it.

Outline
I. Have a healthy soul — “Long for spiritual milk”
1. Delight in God’s word
Genesis 2:7 — Jehovah God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed the breath of life into his nostrils. He became “a living person with a spirit” (חיה  נפש), named Adam.

Acts 2:42 — They all steadfastly kept the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, the breaking of bread, and prayer.

2. The word makes a person prosper
Psalm 1:1 — Blessed is the person who does not follow the counsel of the wicked, stand in the way of sinners, or sit in the seat of scoffers, 2 but delights in Jehovah’s law and meditates on it day and night! 3 He will be like a tree planted beside streams of water, bearing fruit in its season, whose leaves do not wither. Everything he does will go smoothly.

3. Put the original meaning of Scripture into practice
Acts 8:35 — Philip opened his mouth and, beginning with this Scripture, preached Jesus to him.

II. Attain a mature spiritual life — “By it gradually grow”
1. Have the Holy Spirit’s power
Acts 18:28 — He powerfully refuted the Jews before everyone, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ.

2. Be able to lead people to the Lord
Acts 2:41 — Those who received his word were baptized. About three thousand disciples were added that day.

3. Be willing to love the Lord sincerely
John 21:15 — When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more deeply than these?” Peter said, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”

III. Keep one’s name in the book of life — “Until you receive salvation”
1. Become an overcomer
Revelation 3:5 — Whoever overcomes will thus be clothed in white. I will certainly not erase his name from the book of life, and I will acknowledge his name before my Father and before my Father’s angels.

2. Have a good ending
Revelation 20:15 — If anyone’s name was not recorded in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

21:1 — I saw a new heaven and a new earth, because the former heaven and earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 I also saw the holy city, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride adorned and ready for her husband.

3. Choose to please the Lord
2 Corinthians 5:9 — Therefore, whether we dwell in the body or leave the body, we have made it our aim to please the Lord. 10 For we must all be revealed before Christ’s judgment seat, so that each person may receive recompense for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.

Translation note
“Sow melons and reap melons” is the source’s proverb about reaping what one sows. Scripture quotations are translated from the Chinese wording supplied here. The rendering “a living person with a spirit,” the Hebrew sequence, and the source’s interpretation of Matthew 11:12 are retained rather than replaced with another Bible version. The bare reference 21:1 follows Revelation 20:15 in the source.
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Have a New Beginning
Scripture: Hebrews 8:10 — The Lord also says: “This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after those days: I will put my laws within them and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 11 They will not each need to teach their own neighbor and their own brother, saying, ‘You should know the Lord,’ for all of them, from the least to the greatest, will know me. 12 I will forgive their unrighteousness and no longer remember their sins.” 13 By speaking of a new covenant, he has made the former covenant old; and what grows old and decays will soon disappear.

Have a New Beginning
Theme: Three covenant commitments to keep.
Introduction: Put away the old and welcome the new.
Hebrews 8:8 — Therefore, the Lord reproaches his people, saying (or: therefore, the Lord points out the former covenant’s defect, saying), “Days are coming when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.”

Galatians 6:15 — Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision matters; what matters is becoming a new creation. 16 May peace and mercy be upon those who walk according to this principle, and upon the Israel of God.

Hebrews 9:15 — For this reason he is the mediator of a new covenant. Since he died to redeem the transgressions committed under the former covenant, those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance.

Joshua 23:16 — If you violate the covenant that Jehovah your God commanded you to keep, and go to serve other gods and bow down to them, Jehovah’s anger will break out against you, and you will quickly perish from the good land he has given you.

Outline
I. Gladly put the word into practice — Verse 10, “Write them on their hearts”
1. Store the word in the heart
Psalm 119:11 — I have stored your word in my heart so that I may not sin against you.

2. Only then have the Holy Spirit
Acts 2:38 — Peter said, “Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven; then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

3. Experience suffering
Psalm 119:67 — Before I suffered, I went astray, but now I keep your word.

II. Know the true God — Verse 11, “Will know me”
1. Hear the Lord’s voice
John 10:27 — My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.

2. Obtain true wisdom
2 Timothy 3:15 — And you know that from childhood you have understood the Scriptures, which can give you the wisdom for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

3. Do God’s will
Matthew 7:21 — Not everyone who calls me “Lord, Lord” can enter the kingdom of heaven; only those who do the will of my Father in heaven can enter. 22 On that day many will say to me, “Lord, Lord, did we not preach in your name, cast out demons in your name, and perform many mighty works in your name?” 23 Then I will tell them plainly, “I never knew you. Depart from me, you who do evil!”

III. Become a righteous person — Verse 12, “Forgive their unrighteousness”
1. Keep a righteous heart
2 Peter 2:7 — He rescued only righteous Lot, who was continually distressed by the sexual immorality of the wicked. 8 For that righteous man lived among them, and, seeing and hearing their lawless deeds, his righteous heart was grieved day after day.

2. God hears prayer
Proverbs 15:29 — Jehovah is far from the wicked, but he hears the prayers of the righteous.

3. Be willing to practice righteousness
1 John 3:7 — Little children, do not let anyone deceive you. Only the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as the Lord is righteous.

Translation note
The source’s compact Scripture text has incomplete pronoun forms at Hebrews 8:11 and Matthew 7:23, and irregular verse-boundary punctuation; the evident grammatical subjects and verse boundaries are expressed in English without adding substantive teaching. The alternative wording in Hebrews 8:8 and the outline’s “Only then have the Holy Spirit” are retained.
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Bear Much Fruit
Scripture: Colossians 1:6 — This gospel has come to you and also throughout the whole world, where it is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has among you from the day you heard the gospel and truly knew God’s grace.

Bear Much Fruit
Theme: Three biblical truths that believers must understand.
Introduction: Understand the Scriptures.
2 Timothy 3:15 — And you know that from childhood you have understood the Scriptures, which can give you the wisdom for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

Colossians 3:25 — The one who does unrighteousness will receive recompense for that unrighteousness; the Lord shows no partiality.

Outline
I. Bear the fruit of sanctification
Romans 6:22 — But now, having been set free from sin and become God’s slaves, you have the fruit of sanctification, and the outcome is eternal life.

1. Become a righteous person
Acts 10:22 — They said, “Cornelius the centurion is a righteous man who fears God and is praised by the whole Jewish nation. He was instructed by a holy angel to invite you to his home and listen to your words.”

2. God hears prayer
John 15:16 — You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, so that your fruit might remain, and so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he will give you.

3. Rely on Christ
Philippians 1:11 — And through Jesus Christ be filled with the fruit of “righteousness” (δικαιοσυνης), so that glory and praise may go to God.

1 John 3:7 — Little children, do not let anyone deceive you. Only the one who practices “righteousness” (δικαιοσυνην) is a “righteous person” (δικαιος), just as the Lord is righteous.

II. Be able to live by faith
Romans 1:17 — For God’s righteousness is revealed in this gospel; this righteousness is from faith to faith. As Scripture records, “The righteous person will live by faith.”

1. God is not partial
Acts 10:34 — Peter opened his mouth and said, “I truly see that God shows no partiality. 35 In every nation, those who fear the Lord and practice righteousness are accepted by the Lord.”

2. God’s will
Ezekiel 14:20 — Even if Noah, Daniel and Job were there, as I live, declares the Lord Jehovah, they could not save either sons or daughters. They could save only their own lives by their righteousness.

3. Believe in the true Christ
Romans 10:9 — If you confess Jesus as Lord with your mouth and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will certainly be saved.

III. Truly know God’s grace
Acts 11:22 — News of this reached the ears of the people in the Jerusalem church, and they sent Barnabas out, as far as Antioch. 23 When he arrived and saw the grace God had given, he rejoiced and encouraged everyone to resolve in their hearts to rely on the Lord steadfastly.

1. Hope for the heavenly homeland
Hebrews 11:16 — But they long for a better homeland, a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God, because he has already prepared a city for them.

2. God’s great plan
Ephesians 1:9 — All this accords with the good pleasure he himself determined beforehand, making known to us the mystery of his will: 10 according to his arrangement, when the times are fulfilled, to bring all things in heaven and on earth together as one in Christ. 11 In him we also received an inheritance; this was predestined according to the will of the one who works all things as he wills, 12 so that his glory may receive praise through us, who were the first to hope in Christ.

3. Obey the truth
1 Timothy 1:13 — Formerly I blasphemed God, persecuted people and treated them with contempt. Yet I received mercy, because I acted in unbelief and without understanding. 14 And the grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant, giving me faith and love in Christ Jesus.

Translation note
This version’s opening quotation is Colossians 1:6, although its filename mentions 1:3–6. Eight automatic subheading numbers absent from extracted plain text have been restored from the original Word numbering structure; the explicitly typed “3.” before “Rely on Christ” is retained. The Greek forms are preserved exactly as supplied. The source begins Ephesians 1:11 with the incomplete pronoun 們; its evident plural subject is expressed as “we” in English.
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A Successful Pilgrim on the Heavenly Way
Scripture: Hebrews 11:8–10 — By faith Abraham, when called, obeyed and went out to the place he would later receive as an inheritance. When he went out, he still did not know where he was going. 9 By faith he lived as a sojourner in the promised land, as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who shared the same promise. 10 For he was waiting for the city with foundations, which God planned and built.

A Successful Pilgrim on the Heavenly Way
Theme: What those who enter the kingdom of heaven must do.
Introduction: Strive to enter the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 11:12 — From the time of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven is entered through effort, and those who strive obtain it.

Acts 14:22 — They strengthened the disciples’ hearts and encouraged them to remain steadfast in the way they believed. They also said, “We must experience many hardships to enter the kingdom of God.”

Romans 4:13 — For God’s promise that Abraham and his descendants would inherit the world was not through the law, but through the righteousness that comes by faith.

Romans 4:16 — Therefore, becoming an heir is based on faith, and thus belongs to grace, so that the promise is assured to all the descendants—not only to those who belong to the law, but also to those who follow Abraham’s faith.

Outline
I. Do what God commands — Verse 8, “Obeyed”
1. Bless others
Genesis 12:2 — I will make you a great nation. I will bless you and make your name great, and you must also bring blessing to others.

2. Have greater meaning
Genesis 50:20 — In the past, you intended to harm me, but God’s intention was good: to preserve many people’s lives and bring about the situation of today.

3. Be willing to turn back
Jonah 3:3 — Jonah arose according to Jehovah’s word and went to Nineveh. Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, a three-day journey.

II. Have a sense of mission — Verse 9, “Lived as a sojourner”
1. Carry out the Great Commission
Matthew 28:19 — Therefore, go and make all nations my disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

2. God seeks good people
Deuteronomy 8:2 — You must also remember that Jehovah your God led you through the wilderness these forty years to discipline you through hardship and test you, to know what was in your heart, whether you were willing to keep his commandments or not.

Acts 11:24 — Barnabas was a good man, filled with the Holy Spirit and great faith. So many people submitted to the Lord.

3. Give it your all
Philippians 2:21 — Others all seek their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you know Timothy’s proven character: he labored with me to advance the gospel and treated me as a son treats his father.

III. Be of one heart with God — Verse 10, “Waiting”
1. Advance the gospel
Ephesians 3:6 — This mystery is that in Christ Jesus, through the gospel, the Gentiles become fellow heirs, members of the same body and sharers in the same promise. 7 I became a minister of this gospel according to God’s gift of grace, which was given to me according to the working of his great power.

2. For the salvation of sinners
Romans 1:16 — I am not ashamed of the gospel. This gospel is God’s power to save everyone who believes, first the Jew and then the Greek.

3. Proclaim the Lord’s word
Mark 1:14 — After John was imprisoned, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming God’s gospel, 15 saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the gospel!”

Translation note
All quotations are translated from this supplied Chinese source, including its wording and interpretation of Matthew 11:12. The outline is retained in full without adding illustrations or exposition.
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Cross Five Passes and Slay Six Generals — Eleven Sermon Outlines
I. Cross Five Passes
A. Believe “Revelation” (αποκαλυψις)
“Revelation = making manifest (Romans 1:17).”
Scripture: John 14:6 — Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one can come to the Father except through me.”
Theme: Three revelations Jesus gives to those seeking the faith.
Introduction: In earlier times, Shang Rong could not answer Laozi’s four questions
1. What is above heaven?
Isaiah 40:22 — God sits above the great circle of the earth.
2 Corinthians 12:2 — I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven. 4 He was caught up to Paradise.
2. Where did God come from?
Exodus 3:14 — God said to Moses, “I am self-existent and everlasting.”
3. Why did God not create rulers who would obey his commands?
Matthew 22:37 — Jesus said to him, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.”
John 14:15 — If you love me, you will surely keep my commandments.
4. Why does God not resolve the problem of human warfare?
Revelation 20:10 — The devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur.
Outline
I. Jesus is the “way”
1. The passage between God and humanity
Hebrews 7:25 — He can save to the end all who come before God through him, because he lives forever to intercede for them.
2. He has already destroyed the devil
1 John 3:8 — The Son of God appeared to destroy the works of the devil.
3. Be willing to walk the righteous path
Psalm 23:3 — He revives my soul and leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
II. Jesus is the “truth” (αληθεια)
1. He is the reality
1 Timothy 2:7 — For this I was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles, teaching them to believe and learn the true way. I speak the truth, not a lie.
2. Only then can one worship God
John 4:24 — God is a spirit (or, without “a”), so those who worship him must worship in spirit and sincerity.
3. Must understand the Lord’s teachings
Psalm 119:104 — Through your precepts I gain understanding; therefore I hate every false way.
III. Jesus is the “life”
1. The essence of life
1 John 5:12 — Whoever has the Son of God has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.
2. The greatest benefit
Matthew 16:26 — What benefit is there if a person gains the whole world but loses his life? What can a person give in exchange for his life?
3. Do not let the time expire
John 11:26 — Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?
B. Be “Honest” with God (שלם)
Scripture: 2 Chronicles 29:19
Theme: Three meanings of honesty.
Genesis 6:9
Psalm 1:6
Introduction: Have good creditworthiness
Acts 13:22 — I have found David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart, who will do all my will.
Romans 1:21 — Although they knew God, they did not glorify him as God or give thanks to him. Their thoughts became futile, and their ignorant hearts grew dark.
Outline
I. Act righteously (שלם)
1. Treat people fairly
Deuteronomy 25:15
2. Have God’s presence
Psalm 101:6 — My eyes will look upon the honest people in the land, so that they may dwell with me; whoever is blameless in conduct will serve me.
3. Follow God’s standard
Luke 18:11–14
II. Have the Lord’s protection (שלם)
1. Be safe and at peace
Genesis 33:18
2. Have the Lord’s presence
Psalm 101:6
3. Have God’s nature
2 Peter 1:4
III. Be at peace with God (שלם)
1. Be intimately close, without a barrier
Luke 10:39–40
Luke 7:47
2. Receive the Holy Spirit
Acts 19:1–6
3. Act according to the Lord’s words
John 3:5
Colossians 1:20
C. True “Faith”
Original grammatical annotation: “πιστευων is the nom. Sing. Masc. part. Pres. form of πιστευω”
Scripture: Acts 16:11 — We sailed from Troas, went straight to Samothrace, and reached Neapolis the next day. 12 From there we came to Philippi, the leading city of this region of Macedonia and a Roman garrison city. We stayed in this city for several days. 13 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the riverside, knowing there was a place of prayer there. We sat down and preached to the women gathered there. 14 A woman named Lydia, a seller of purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, had long worshiped God. She listened, and the Lord opened her heart so that she paid attention to what Paul said.
15 After she and her household were baptized, she urged us, “If you regard me as truly believing in the Lord (or: if you regard me as faithfully serving the Lord), please come and stay in my house.” Thus she prevailed upon us to stay.
Theme: Three marks of true faith.
Introduction: Have saving faith
James 2:19 — You believe there is only one God; you believe correctly. Demons also believe, but tremble.
Luke 24:25 — Jesus said to them, “Ignorant people, how slow your hearts are to believe everything the prophets have said!”
Luke 7:9 — When Jesus heard this, he marveled at him. Turning to the crowd following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.”
John 3:16 — God loved the world so much that he gave his only begotten Son, so that all who “believe” (πιστευων) in him should not perish but receive eternal life.
Outline
I. Revere the true God
Verse 13: “gathering.”
1. Do not forget the true God
2 Kings 17:36 — But Jehovah, who brought you out of Egypt with great power and an outstretched arm, is the one you should revere, bow down to, and offer sacrifices to.
2. People need God
Deuteronomy 8:18 — Remember Jehovah your God, for he gives you the strength to acquire wealth, in order to establish the covenant he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.
3. Fear sinning against God
Genesis 42:18 — Joseph said to them, “I fear God; do as I say and you can live.”
Genesis 39:9 — Because you are his wife. How could I do this great evil and sin against God?
II. Obey the Lord’s Spirit
Verse 14: “pay attention.”
1. Heed Scripture
Acts 8:36 — As the two went on their way, they came to a place with water. The eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What prevents me from being baptized?”
2. Only then is it the true way
Romans 1:5 — From him we received grace and the apostleship, to bring people in all nations to believe and obey the true way for his name’s sake.
3. Repent in earnest
Mark 1:15 — The time is fulfilled, and God’s kingdom is near. Repent and believe the gospel!
III. Love the house and its crow—extend love to those associated with the beloved
Verse 15: “prevailed upon us to stay.”
1. Care for God’s servants
Acts 9:27 — Only Barnabas received him and took him to the apostles, recounting how he had seen the Lord on the road, how the Lord had spoken to him, and how he had boldly preached in Jesus’ name in Damascus.
2. You will not lose out
1 Kings 17:15 — The woman acted according to Elijah’s words. She and her household, together with Elijah, ate for many days.
3. Show the Lord respect
Matthew 10:42 — Whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is a disciple, truly I tell you, that person cannot fail to receive a reward.
D. Be Willing to Take a New Path
Scripture: Matthew 2:11 — They entered the house, saw the child with his mother Mary, and fell down to worship the child. Opening their treasure boxes, they presented gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh to him. 12 Because the Lord instructed the wise men in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to their own country by another road.
Theme: Three things those who take the new path should do.
Introduction: A new and living way
Hebrews 10:20 — Through him a new and living way has been opened for us through the curtain, which is his body.
A path of peace
Proverbs 3:17 — Her ways are pleasant, and all her paths are peace.
Outline
I. “Fall down” before the Lord (πιπτω)
1. Let your own authority cease
1 Corinthians 13:8 — Love never “ceases” (πιπτω).
2. Only then is it true faith
John 9:38 — He said, “Lord, I believe!” and worshiped Jesus.
3. Be the Lord’s true servant
Psalm 116:16 — Jehovah, I truly am your servant; I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have loosed my bonds.
II. Worship before the Lord (שחה)
Genesis 47:31 — Joseph swore to him, and Israel worshiped God at the head of the bed [or: leaning on the top of his staff].
1. Submit to the Lord (שחה)
Isaiah 51:23 — I will put this cup into the hands of those who mistreated you. They said to you, “Bend down and let us trample over you!”
2. Leading to sanctification
Romans 6:19 — Just as formerly you offered your bodily members as slaves to impurity and lawlessness, leading to lawlessness, now likewise offer your members as slaves to righteousness, leading to sanctification.
3. Crucified together on the cross
Galatians 5:24 — Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh together with its evil passions and desires.
III. Present gifts before the Lord
1. It is only fitting
Romans 12:1 — Therefore, brothers, by God’s mercies I urge you to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; serving him in this way is only fitting.
2. Can glorify God
Psalm 50:23 — Whoever offers thanksgiving as a sacrifice glorifies me.
3. Act out of love
1 Chronicles 29:3 — Moreover, because my heart loves the house of my God, in addition to the materials prepared for building the temple, I offer my own accumulated gold and silver to build the house of my God.
E. Be Worthy of Salvation
Scripture: 1 Peter 2:1 — Therefore, having put away all malice (or: insidious malice), deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and every slanderous word, 2 long for pure spiritual milk as newborn babies long for milk, so that through it you may gradually grow until you receive salvation.
Theme: Three necessities for believers to receive salvation.
Introduction: Being saved is a process
Hebrews 9:28 — In the same way, Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time to those waiting for him, apart from sin, to save them.
Romans 8:24 — Our salvation rests in hope; but hope that is seen is not hope. Who still hopes for what he sees? Yet if we hope for what we do not see, we will surely wait patiently.
Philippians 3:12 — This is not to say that I have already obtained it or am already perfect; rather, I press on earnestly, that perhaps I may obtain that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me (or: what he desires me to obtain).
Outline
I. Put away old habits
Verse 1: “put away” (Αποτιθημι).
1. “Put off” (αποτιθημι) the old person
Colossians 3:8 — But now put away all these things, along with anger, wrath, malice, slander, and filthy language from your mouth.
2. Only then can one be sanctified
Romans 6:19 — Because of the weakness of your flesh, I speak to you in ordinary human terms. Just as formerly you offered your bodily members as slaves to impurity and lawlessness, leading to lawlessness, now likewise offer your members as slaves to righteousness, leading to sanctification.
3. Crucified together on the cross
Galatians 5:24 — Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh together with its evil passions and desires.
II. Long for spiritual milk
Verse 2: “spiritual milk.”
1. Learn the word from the beginning
Hebrews 5:12 — Considering how long you have studied, you ought to be teachers, yet you still need someone to teach you again the first elementary principles of God’s sacred words.
2. The Word is God
John 1:1 — In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
3. Hunger and thirst for righteousness
Acts 17:11 — The people here were nobler than those in Thessalonica. They willingly received this word and examined the Scriptures daily to determine whether it was so.
III. Gradually grow in life
Verse 3: “gradually grow” (Αυξανω).
1. Life “increases” (Αυξανω)
John 3:30 — He must increase; I must decrease.
2. Can practice the truth
3 John 2 — Dear brother, I wish that in all things you may prosper and be healthy, just as your soul prospers. 3 When brothers came and testified to the truth in your heart, just as you walk according to the truth, I rejoiced greatly.
3. Obey the Holy Spirit
Acts 18:27 — He wished to go to Achaia. The brothers encouraged him and wrote to ask the disciples to receive him. When he arrived, he greatly helped those who by grace had believed in the Lord.
Part II. Slay Six Generals
A. Drive Away the Devil
Scripture: Acts 16:18 — She shouted like this for many days. Paul became annoyed in his heart, turned, and said to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ, I command you to come out of her!” The spirit came out immediately.
Theme: What those who want to defeat the devil need to know.
Introduction: Have a basic knowledge of the Bible
Ephesians 6:17 — Put on the helmet of salvation and take the sword of the Holy Spirit, which is the word of God.
John 5:39 — You search the Scriptures (or: you ought to search the Scriptures), because you think that in them there is eternal life.
Psalm 119:98 — Your commandment is always in my heart, making me wiser than my enemies.
Outline
I. The devil has already been defeated
Hebrews 2:14 — Since the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise became flesh and blood, specifically so that through death he might destroy the one who holds the power of death, that is, the devil.
1. His head is wounded
Genesis 3:15 — The woman’s offspring will bruise your head; you will bruise his heel.
2. The devil fears the Lord most
Acts 16:18 — She shouted like this for many days. Paul became annoyed in his heart, turned, and said to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ, I command you to come out of her!” The spirit came out immediately.
3. Resist the devil with faith
1 Peter 5:9 — Resist him with firm faith, knowing that your brothers throughout the world are also experiencing this kind of suffering.
II. The Lord is greater than the devil
1 John 4:4 — Little children, you belong to God and have overcome them, because the one in you is greater than the one in the world.
1. The Lord can destroy the devil
1 John 3:8 — The Son of God appeared in order to destroy the works of the devil.
2. The devil has already acknowledged his inferiority
Luke 8:28 — When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and cried out loudly, “Jesus, Son of the Most High God, what have I to do with you? I beg you, do not make me suffer!”
3. Keep the word in your heart
1 John 2:14 — Young men, I have written to you because you are strong, the word of God always remains in your hearts, and you have overcome the evil one.
III. Rely on the Lord’s precious blood
Revelation 12:11 — The brothers overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony. Even unto death, they did not cherish their lives.
1. Walk in the light
1 John 1:7 — If we walk in the light, as God is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of his Son Jesus cleanses us from all sin.
2. The blood can wash away sin
Revelation 1:5 — He loves us and by his own blood frees us from sin (some ancient manuscripts read: washes away our sins).
3. Sincerely [confess?] sin
The source heading reads 誠心意罪; the third character makes the wording unclear. “Confess” is a contextual possibility, not a confirmed reading.
1 John 1:9 — If we confess our sins, God is faithful and righteous, and will surely forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
B. Do Not Love the World
Scripture: 2 Peter 3:7 — But the present heavens and earth are still preserved by that command, kept until the day when ungodly people are judged and perish, to be burned by fire.
Theme: The choice of a wise person.
Introduction: Have spiritual intelligence
Psalm 50:12 — If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for the world and everything that fills it are mine.
Psalm 98:9 — For he comes to judge all the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness and all peoples with fairness.
Galatians 6:14 — Because of this cross, as far as I am concerned, the world has been crucified; as far as the world is concerned, I have been crucified.
Outline
I. Distinguish enemies from friends
James 4:4 — Therefore, whoever wishes to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.
1. Choose to be the Lord’s slave
Matthew 6:24 — “A person cannot serve two masters: either he hates one and loves the other, or honors one and despises the other. You cannot serve both God and Mammon (Mammon means financial gain).”
2. Only then can one receive salvation
1 Corinthians 9:27 — I discipline my own body and make it obey me, lest, after preaching the gospel to others, I myself should instead be rejected.
3. Stand firm in your position
Matthew 4:8 — The devil again took him up the highest mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 He said to him, “If you fall down and worship me, I will give you all of this.” 10 Jesus said, “Satan (Satan means opposition and is another name for the devil), withdraw! For Scripture says: You shall worship the Lord your God and serve him alone.”
II. Only then can one love God
1 John 2:15 — Do not love the world or the things of the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in him.
1. One cannot love both
Mark 10:22 — When he heard these words, his expression changed, and he went away sorrowful, because he had much property.
2. The consequences are serious
1 Corinthians 16:22 — If anyone does not love the Lord, let that person be accursed. The Lord will surely come!
3. Have a sense of value
Hebrews 11:26 — He considered the disgrace suffered for Christ more precious than the wealth of Egypt, because he looked forward to the reward he would receive.
III. Renew the mind
Romans 12:2 — Do not imitate this world, but be transformed through the renewal of your mind, so that you may discern God’s good, perfect, and pleasing will.
1. The soul is revived
Psalm 23:3 — He revives my soul and, for his own name’s sake, leads me on paths of righteousness.
2. Know God’s will
Romans 12:2 — Do not imitate this world, but be transformed through the renewal of your mind, so that you may discern God’s good, perfect, and pleasing will.
3. Be in Christ
2 Corinthians 5:17 — If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old things have passed away; everything has become new.
C. Subdue the Flesh
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 9:27 — I discipline my own body and make it obey me, lest, after preaching the gospel to others, I myself should instead be rejected.
Theme: What it means to make the body obey me.
Introduction: A person who understands the times is outstanding
Ephesians 4:22 — Put off the old person of your former conduct, which gradually becomes corrupt through the deception of selfish desires.
Romans 6:19 — Just as formerly you offered your bodily members as slaves to impurity and lawlessness, leading to lawlessness, now likewise offer your members as slaves to righteousness, leading to sanctification.
Romans 6:11 — In this way, consider yourselves dead toward sin, but alive toward God in Christ Jesus.
Outline
I. Reorganize the self
Galatians 2:20 — I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. The life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loves me and gave himself for me.
1. Know yourself and know the Lord
Romans 1:1 — Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle and specially appointed to preach God’s gospel.
2. You have already been bought by the Lord
1 Corinthians 6:20 — For you were bought at a high price. Therefore, glorify God in your body.
3. Speak and act appropriately
Luke 1:38 — Mary said, “I am the Lord’s maidservant. May it happen to me according to your word.” Then the angel left her.
II. In order to receive new life
Matthew 16:26 — If a person gains the whole world but forfeits his own life, what benefit is there? What can a person give in exchange for life?
1. Receive true benefit
John 6:63 — The words I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.
2. The Lord is life
John 14:6 — Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me.”
3. Continue believing in the Lord
John 3:16 — God loved the people of the world, even giving them his only begotten Son, so that everyone who believes in him would not perish but instead receive eternal life.
III. Walk by the Spirit
Galatians 5:25 — If we receive life by the Holy Spirit, we ought to walk by the Holy Spirit.
1. Do not indulge the passions
Galatians 5:16 — You should walk according to the Holy Spirit, and you will not indulge the desires of the flesh.
2. Can receive eternal life
Galatians 6:8 — Whoever sows according to the desires of the flesh will surely reap corruption from those desires; whoever sows according to the Holy Spirit will surely reap eternal life from the Holy Spirit.
3. Live as God’s sons
Romans 8:14 — For all who are led by God’s Spirit are God’s sons.
D. Critically Examine Culture
Scripture: Ephesians 5:8 — Formerly you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. In your conduct, you ought to be like children of light.
Theme: The characteristics of children of light.
Introduction: Emerge from the mud without being stained
1 Thessalonians 5:8 — But since we belong to the day, we ought to be self-controlled, covering our chests with faith and love as a breastplate and wearing the hope of salvation as a helmet.
1 Peter 2:9 — But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, and a people belonging to God, so that you may proclaim the virtues of the one who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
John 12:36 — While you have the light, believe in this light, so that you may become children of light.
Outline
I. Be illuminated by the Lord
Ephesians 5:13 — Everything that is rebuked is revealed by the light, for everything that reveals is light. 14 Therefore the Lord says, “You who sleep, awake and rise from the dead! Christ will shine upon you.”
1. Be willing to walk paths of righteousness
Psalm 23:3 — He revives my soul and, for his own name’s sake, leads me on paths of righteousness.
2. The path ahead is level
Psalm 27:11 — Jehovah, please teach me your way; because of my enemies, lead me on a level path.
3. Be a wise person
Ephesians 5:15 — Be careful in your conduct; do not be like foolish people, but like wise people. 16 Cherish the time, because the present age is evil. 17 Do not be senseless, but understand what the Lord’s will is.
II. A sign of receiving salvation
Luke 19:8 — Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Lord, I give half of all I have to the poor. If I have defrauded anyone, I repay him fourfold.” 9 Jesus said, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a descendant of Abraham.”
1. Have the desire to seek the Lord
John 3:21 — But whoever practices the truth will surely come to the light, so that it may be shown that what he does is done by relying on God.
2. Faith is effective
Romans 1:17 — For God’s righteousness is revealed in this gospel; this righteousness is from faith to faith. As Scripture says, “The righteous will surely receive life by faith.”
3. Repent first
Mark 1:15 — The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the gospel!
III. Respond to the Lord’s word
Ephesians 4:21 — If you have heard his word, received his teaching, and learned his truth, 22 then put off the old person of your former conduct, which gradually becomes corrupt through the deception of selfish desires;
1. Be willing to fulfill your responsibility
Acts 2:37 — When the people heard these words, they felt pierced to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”
2. The word is spirit
John 6:63 — It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is of no benefit. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.
3. Confess sin honestly
2 Samuel 12:13 — David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against Jehovah!” Nathan said, “Jehovah has already removed your sin; you will surely not die.”
E. Break Away from Superstition
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 3:19 — For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight. As Scripture says, “The Lord causes the wise to be caught in their own schemes.”
Theme: Reasons to discard the false and retain the true.
Introduction: Believe the true God’s revelation
1 Corinthians 2:5 — So that your faith would rest in God’s mighty power alone, and not in human wisdom.
1 Corinthians 1:25 — For God’s foolishness is always wiser than human beings, and God’s weakness is always stronger than human beings.
1 Corinthians 2:7 — What we speak is God’s mysterious wisdom, formerly hidden, which God predetermined before all ages for our glory.
Outline
I. People need God’s revelation
Amos 3:7 — The Lord Jehovah does nothing unless he reveals the mystery to his servants, the prophets.
1. Come to your senses
Luke 15:17 — He came to his senses and said, “My father has so many hired workers with food to spare. Am I instead to starve to death here?”
2. Know the truth of the matter
Acts 12:11 — Peter came to his senses and said, “Now I truly know that the Lord sent his messenger and rescued me from Herod’s hand and from everything the Jewish people hoped for.”
3. Fear the true God
Hebrews 11:7 — By faith, Noah, having received God’s instruction about things he had not seen, was moved with reverent fear and prepared an ark, so that his whole household was saved.
II. The Lord is the judge
2 Corinthians 5:10 — For all of us must be revealed before Christ’s judgment seat, so that each may receive recompense according to what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.
1. People lose their freedom
John 8:34 — Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave of sin.”
2. The mind is darkened
Romans 1:21 — For although they knew God, they did not glorify him as God or thank him. Their thoughts became futile, and their ignorant hearts were darkened.
3. Must rely on mercy
Ephesians 2:4 — Yet God is rich in mercy, and because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in transgressions, he made us alive together with Christ. Your salvation is by grace.
III. Revere Heaven and receive instruction
Psalm 25:12 — Whoever fears Jehovah, Jehovah will surely instruct him in the path he should choose.
1. Revere God and receive grace
Acts 10:2 — He was a devout man; he and his whole household feared God. He generously gave aid to the people and constantly prayed to God. 3 One day, at about three in the afternoon, he clearly saw in a vision a messenger of God enter and come to him, saying, “Cornelius.” 4 Cornelius looked intently at him and said in fear, “Lord, what is it?” The angel said, “Your prayers and your gifts to the needy have come before God and have been remembered. 5 Now send people to Joppa and invite Simon, who is called Peter, to come.”
2. Come to hear the true word
Acts 13:26 — Brothers, descendants of Abraham, and those among you who fear God, this word of salvation has been sent to us.
3. Burn false teachings
Acts 19:19 — Many who had practiced sorcery also brought their books, piled them up in front of everyone, and burned them. They calculated the value of the books and found that it totaled fifty thousand pieces of money.
F. Guard Against Ignorance
Scripture: Hosea 4:6 — My people perish for lack of knowledge. You have rejected knowledge; I too will surely reject you.
Theme: What those who receive life need to know.
Introduction: Know God’s mystery
Ephesians 3:2 — Surely you have heard that God gave me grace and entrusted to me the office concerned with you, 3 making known to me through revelation the mystery of the gospel, as I wrote briefly before.
Romans 16:26 — This mystery has now been revealed and, according to the command of the eternal God, made known to the people of all nations through the books of the prophets, so that they may believe and obey the true word.
Ephesians 1:17 — May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, grant you the spirit that gives wisdom and revelation, so that you may truly know him.
Outline
I. Must pass through the place of death
Psalm 23:4 — Even though I walk through the dark valley of the shadow of death, I do not fear harm, because you are with me; your rod and your staff both comfort me.
1. God’s fixed law
John 12:24 — Truly, truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains a single grain. If it dies, it bears many grains.
2. In order to defeat the devil
Hebrews 2:14 — Since the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise became flesh and blood, specifically so that through death he might destroy the one who holds the power of death, that is, the devil.
3. Break the cauldrons and sink the boats — commit without a path of retreat
Esther 4:16 — Go and gather all the Jews in the city of Susa, and fast for me for three days and three nights, neither eating nor drinking. My maids and I will also fast in this way. Then I will go in to see the king against the rule. If I die, I die!
II. Keep God’s covenant
1 Corinthians 11:25 — After the meal, he likewise took up the cup and said, “This cup is the new covenant established by my blood. Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.”
1. Be God’s people
Hebrews 8:10 — The Lord also says, “After those days, this is the covenant I will establish with the house of Israel: I will put my laws within them and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.”
2. Sins are forgiven
Hebrews 8:12 — I will forgive their unrighteousness and no longer remember their sins.
3. The whole body is clean
John 13:10 — Jesus said, “Anyone who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, and his whole body is clean. You are clean, but not all of you are clean.”
III. The heart must be right
Acts 8:21 — You have no part or share in this word, because your heart is not right before God.
1. Believe on a reasonable basis
Acts 17:31 — For he has appointed a day when he will judge the world with righteousness through the man he has established, and by raising him from the dead, he has given everyone trustworthy evidence.
2. Only then can one be saved
Romans 10:9 — If you confess Jesus as Lord with your mouth and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will surely be saved.
3. Keep your conscience
Acts 23:1 — Paul looked intently at the members of the council and said, “Brothers, in my conduct before God I have acted according to my conscience right up to today.”
Translation note
This source is an eleven-sermon outline collection in two parts, rather than only the John 14:6 sermon named in the source filename. All supplied quotations, reference-only entries, subpoints, and repeated passages are translated in their original order. Greek and Hebrew forms and the author’s grammatical descriptions are retained as printed, without certifying their spelling or analysis. The bare reference 2 Chronicles 29:19 is retained as printed; this version supplies no quotation at that entry. The source’s Part I, E, III associates “gradually grow” with verse 3, although the word occurs in the verse 2 quotation above. Its Romans 8:24 quotation includes a following sentence without another verse number; that numbering is retained. Part II, A, III.3 prints the unclear heading 誠心意罪, so the contextual possibility “confess” is marked rather than silently substituted. The Shang Rong/Laozi account and the author’s theological claims remain the author’s account and interpretations. Explanations following literal Chinese idioms clarify the idioms; they add no new outline points.
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Set Your Own Heart Right
Scripture: Acts 10:23 — Peter invited them in, and they stayed for a night. The next day he arose and went with them; several brothers from Joppa also accompanied him.

Acts 10:24 — On the following day they entered Caesarea. Cornelius had already invited his relatives and close friends and was waiting for them.

Acts 10:25 — As soon as Peter entered, Cornelius met him, fell at his feet and worshiped him.

Acts 10:26 — Peter lifted him up and said, “Stand up; I too am a human being.”

Acts 10:27 — Peter went inside, talking with him, and saw many people gathered there.

Acts 10:28 — He said to them, “You know that it is against the rules for a Jew to associate or have dealings with someone of another nation. But God has shown me that I must not regard any person as common and unclean.”

Acts 10:29 — “So when I was invited, I came without objection. Now may I ask: for what purpose did you send for me?”

Acts 10:30 — Cornelius said, “Four days ago at this time, I was keeping the three o’clock afternoon prayer in my home. Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood before me,”

Acts 10:31 — “and said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard, and your almsgiving has come before God and been remembered.’”

Acts 10:32 — “‘Send people to Joppa and invite Simon, who is called Peter. He is staying by the sea in the home of Simon, a tanner.’”

Acts 10:33 — “So I sent for you immediately. It is good that you have come. Now we are all before God to hear everything the Lord has commanded you.”

Set Your Own Heart Right
Theme: The attitudes that those who are saved must have.
Introduction: Be upright in heart.
1 Samuel 16:7 — For Jehovah does not see people as people see them. People look at the outward appearance; Jehovah looks at the heart.

Acts 8:21 — You have no part or share in this way, because your heart is not right before God.

Psalm 7:10 — God is my shield; he saves the upright in heart.

Acts 3:19 — Therefore, repent and turn back, so that your sins may be wiped away and then the days of refreshing will certainly come from the Lord’s presence.

Outline
I. A heart that reveres God — Verse 25, “Worshiped him”
1. Turn away from evil
Job 1:1 — In the land of Uz there was a man named Job. He was blameless and upright, feared God and turned away from evil.

2. Receive the Lord’s revelation
Matthew 2:12 — Because the Lord instructed the wise men in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to their own land by another route.

Isaiah 9:6 — For a child is born for us, a son is given to us, and authority will rest on his shoulders. His name is called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

3. Read God’s word
Deuteronomy 17:18 — When he ascends to the throne, he must copy for himself this book of the law that is before the Levitical priests. 19 He must keep it with him and read it throughout his life, so that he may learn to fear Jehovah his God and carefully observe all the words and these statutes in this book of the law.

II. A heart that obeys the Lord — Verse 33, “Immediately”
1. Act in obedience to the command
Acts 9:17 — Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord who appeared to you on the road as you came—Jesus—has sent me so that you may see and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

2. Have the Lord work alongside you
Acts 16:10 — After Paul saw this vision, we immediately wanted to go to Macedonia, understanding that God had called us to preach the gospel to the people there. 14 A woman named Lydia, a seller of purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, had always worshiped God. She heard, and the Lord opened her heart so that she would pay attention to what Paul said.

3. The soul is revived
Psalm 23:3 — He revives my soul and leads me in paths of righteousness for his own name’s sake.

III. A heart that longs for the word — Verse 33, “To hear”
1. Humbly receive instruction
Acts 8:31 — He said, “How can I understand unless someone instructs me?” So he invited Philip to come up into the chariot and sit with him.

2. Be loved by the Lord
Luke 10:42 — But only one thing is indispensable. Mary has chosen that best portion, which cannot be taken away.

John 11:32 — When Mary came to Jesus and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here earlier, my brother certainly would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he sighed inwardly and was deeply grieved. 35 Jesus wept. 36 The Jews said, “See how deeply he loved this man.”

3. In extremity, return to your roots
Psalm 119:71 — My suffering was good for me, so that I might learn your statutes.

Translation note
The source body’s title is 當端正己心, which differs slightly from the filename. 窮則反本 is an idiom about returning to one’s roots when in distress or extremity. The opening Scripture passage, all verse selections and the outline’s applications are preserved as supplied; no missing intervening Bible verses are inserted.
Reading 178
The needfull things
Translation note
This source includes David’s own English. His wording is preserved; where the Chinese differs or supplies additional material, its translation is identified separately.
Scripture: 1 Peter 1:3 — Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, through Jesus Christ’s resurrection from the dead, he has given us new birth into a living hope, 4 so that we may receive an inheritance that cannot perish, be defiled or fade, kept in heaven for you. 5 You who are guarded by God’s power through faith will certainly be able to receive the salvation prepared to be revealed at the last time. 6 Because of this, you rejoice greatly, though now for a little while you grieve amid various trials, 7 so that your faith, having been tested, may prove more precious than gold, which perishes even though tested by fire, and may receive praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.

The needfull things
Three things
Meeting the musts
Luke 10:42But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good 
                             part, which shall not be taken away from her.
Outlines
The H.S. is in one’s heart               V3
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Verse 3: “Resurrection from the dead.”
Having the gift of the H.S.
Acts 2:38: Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one 
                            of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and 
                            ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
To be resurrected from death
RM.8:11But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead 
                      dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also 
                      quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.
It is a must to obey the true God
Acts 5:32: And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also 
                       the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him.
Waiting for the coming of the Lord       V4
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Verse 4: “An inheritance in heaven.”
Knowing to desire a heavenly country
Hebrews 11:16: But now they desire a better country, that is, an 
                   heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God.
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Hebrews 11:16 — But they long for a better homeland, a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God, because he has already prepared a city for them.

To be able to receive the spiritual body
Philippians 3:20: For our conversation is in heaven; from whence 
                   also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:21 Who shall 
                   change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his 
                   glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able 
                   even to subdue all things unto himself.
Corinthians 15:44: It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual 
                             body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.
Looking forward to the second coming of the Lord
Revelation of John 22:20: He which testifieth these things saith, 
                               Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
To be a victorious believer                V6
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Verse 6: “Rejoice greatly.”
Overcoming the test
Revelation of John 7:14: And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And 
                          he said to me, These are they which came out of great 
                          tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them 
                          white in the blood of the Lamb.
One’s name may be in the book of life
Revelation of John 3:5: He that overcometh, the same shall be 
                        clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out 
                        of the book of  life, but I will confess his name before my 
                        Father, and before his angels.
Willing to love the Lord more than anyone else
Matthew 10:37: He that loveth father or mother more than me is not 
                           worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more 
                           than me is not worthy of me.
Translation of the accompanying Chinese:
Matthew 10:37 — Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy to be my disciple; whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy to be my disciple.

Translation note
This bilingual source contains differences between its Chinese and English: the Chinese Acts 5:32 quotation includes only the Holy Spirit’s witness, while its English quotation also includes “we”; the Chinese Hebrews 11:16 includes the prepared city, while the English quotation stops earlier; several English headings add or soften wording. Both versions are preserved separately rather than silently blended. Original spellings and reference labels, including “needfull,” “RM.8:11But,” and the unnumbered “Corinthians 15:44,” are retained. Only the Chinese has the opening 1 Peter 1:3–7 quotation.
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All Depends on the Lord’s Resurrection
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:17 — If Christ has not risen, your faith is in vain, and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those who have fallen asleep in Christ have also perished. 19 If in relying on Christ we have hope only in this life, we are more pitiable than all others.
All Depends on the Lord’s Resurrection
Theme: Three ways in which the Lord’s resurrection is important.
Introduction: Have understanding
Psalm 119:144 — Your testimonies are righteous forever; give me understanding, and I shall live.
Acts 2:41 — Those who received his word were baptized. That day about three thousand disciples were added. 42 They all steadfastly observed the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, the breaking of bread, and prayers.
John 6:66 — From that time many of his disciples withdrew and no longer walked with him.
1 John 5:12 — Whoever has the Son of God has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.
Outline
I. Makes faith effective
Verse 17: “in vain.”
1. Have the Holy Spirit working with us
Acts 2:36 — Let the whole house of Israel know with certainty that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ. 37 When the people heard this, they were pierced to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”
2. Have trustworthy evidence
Romans 1:4 — According to the Spirit of holiness, through resurrection from the dead he was shown with power to be the Son of God.
3. Must act immediately
Luke 24:32 — They said to one another, “Were not our hearts burning when he spoke with us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us?” 33 They immediately got up and returned to Jerusalem, where they found the eleven apostles and their companions gathered together, 34 saying, “The Lord has indeed risen and has appeared to Simon.”
II. Can be justified by God
Verse 17: “in sins.”
1. The debt of sin has been paid in full
Romans 6:9 — For we know that Christ, having risen from the dead, will no longer die; death will no longer be his master.
Romans 4:25 — Jesus was handed over to people for our trespasses and raised so that we might be justified. (Jesus was handed over for our trespasses and raised for our justification.)
2. Be justified and receive life
Romans 5:18 — Thus, through one trespass all people were condemned; likewise, through one righteous act all people are justified and receive life.
3. Dedicate yourself as a servant of righteousness
Romans 6:19 — Just as formerly you offered your bodily members as slaves to impurity and lawlessness, leading to lawlessness, now likewise offer your members as slaves to righteousness, leading to sanctification.
John 17:19 — For their sake I sanctify myself, so that they too may be sanctified through the truth.
III. All can also be raised
Verse 18: “perished.”
1. The credit belongs to the Holy Spirit
Romans 8:11 — Yet if the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in your hearts, the one who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also, through the Holy Spirit dwelling in your hearts, bring your mortal bodies to life again.
2. It is the Lord’s appointed decree
Hebrews 9:27 — It is appointed for everyone to die once, and after death there is judgment. 28 In the same way, Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time to those waiting for him, apart from sin, to save them.
2 Peter 3:7 — But by that same command the present heavens and earth are preserved until the day when ungodly people are judged and perish, to be burned with fire.
3. Must be in the Lord
1 Corinthians 15:21 — Since death came through one person, the resurrection of the dead also comes through one person. 22 As in Adam all die, so in Christ all will also be raised.
Reading 180
Faith with Substance
Scripture: John 10:27–28
My sheep “hear” (ακουει, pres. act.) my voice; I also “know” them, and they “follow” (ακολοουθουσι, pres. part.) me. 28 I also give them eternal life; they shall never perish, and no one can snatch them from my hand.
Faith with Substance
Theme: Faith must contain three elements.
Introduction: Have faith that accords with the spirit of Scripture
2 Corinthians 3:6 — He enables us to serve as ministers of this new covenant, according to the spirit rather than the letter; for the letter brings death, but the spirit (or: the Holy Spirit) brings life.
John 3:16 — God loved the world so much that he gave his only begotten Son, so that all who “believe” (πιστευων, sing.part.pres.) in him should not perish but receive eternal life.
Romans 1:3 — Concerning his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ (משיח): according to the flesh, he was born from David’s descendants; 4 according to the Spirit of holiness, through resurrection from the dead he was shown with power to be the Son of God.
Leviticus 8:10 — Moses used anointing oil to anoint (משח) the tabernacle and everything in it, making it holy.
Romans 1:17 — For God’s righteousness is revealed in this gospel; this righteousness is from faith to faith. As Scripture records, “The righteous will receive life through faith.”
Outline
I. Heed the Savior
Verse 27: “hear my voice.”
1. Accept the call
John 1:39 — He said, “Come and see!” So they went to see where he was staying. That day they stayed together with Jesus.
2. Receive the Lord’s protection
Numbers 12:8–9 — “I speak with him face to face, personally, not in riddles. He will see Jehovah’s form. Why were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?” Jehovah became angry with them and departed.
3. Truly love God
Romans 8:28 — We know that all things work together for the benefit of those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.
II. Know the Savior
Verse 27: “know them.”
1. Know the Lord and be known by him
John 10:14 — I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep, and my sheep also know me.
2. Receive God’s lovingkindness
Psalm 36:10 — May you continually show lovingkindness to those who know you and continually treat the upright in heart with righteousness.
3. Be a godly person
Acts 10:4 — Cornelius looked intently at him and said in fear, “Lord, what is it?” The angel said, “Your prayers and your alms have come before God and have been remembered.”
III. Follow the Savior
Verse 28: “follow me.”
1. Do God’s will
Matthew 7:21 — “Not everyone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord’ can enter the kingdom of heaven; only those who do the will of my Father in heaven can enter.”
2. Receive the Holy Spirit
Acts 5:32 — We bear witness to this, and the Holy Spirit, whom God gives to those who obey him, also bears witness to this.
3. Put the truth into practice
John 3:21 — “But whoever practices the truth will come to the light, so that it may be shown that what he does is done through reliance on God.”
Translation note
The body title differs from the filename’s “Faith That Saves People.” The Greek and Hebrew spellings and grammatical labels are retained exactly as supplied, including ακολοουθουσι and the source’s “pres. part.” label. Section III prints verse 28 beside “follow me,” although the phrase is in verse 27 in the opening quotation. These source details have not been silently corrected.
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Carry Out the Great Commission
Scripture: Matthew 28:16–20
Theme: Three things disciples must do.
Introduction: Do God’s will
1 John 5:19 — We know that we belong to God and that the whole world lies under the evil one’s power.
Luke 19:10 — The Son of Man came to seek and save the lost.
Ephesians 1:10 — According to the arrangement, when the times reach their fullness, all things in heaven and on earth are to be brought together as one in Christ.
Colossians 1:12 — Also give thanks to the Father, who enables us to share with all the saints in the inheritance in light.
Romans 12:2 — Do not imitate this world, but be transformed through the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern God’s good, perfect, and pleasing will.
Outline
I. Receive the Lord’s authority and power
Verse 18: “authority.”
1. Be sent by the Lord
Mark 3:13 — Jesus went up the mountain and called those he wished, and they came to him. 14 He appointed twelve people to be constantly with him and to send them out to preach, 15 and gave them authority to drive out demons.
1 Corinthians 2:4 — My words and preaching did not use wise and persuasive language, but a demonstration of the Holy Spirit and power.
2. Be able to overcome the evil one
Ephesians 6:12 — For we do not fight against flesh and blood, but against rulers, authorities, those who govern this dark world, and evil spiritual beings in the heavenly realm.
Acts 16:18 — She kept crying out like this for many days. Paul became annoyed, turned, and said to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ, I command you to come out of her.” The spirit came out at that moment.
3. Be filled with the Holy Spirit
Acts 11:24 — Barnabas was a good man, filled with the Holy Spirit and great faith. So many people turned to the Lord.
4. Be a born-again believer
John 3:5 — Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I tell you, unless a person is born of water and the Holy Spirit, he cannot enter God’s kingdom.”
II. Make people disciples
Verse 19: “make disciples” (μαθητευω).
1. Be the Lord’s “student” (μαθητης)
Matthew 10:24 — A student cannot be above the teacher, nor a servant above the master.
Matthew 11:28 — All who labor and bear heavy burdens may come to me, and I will give you rest. 29 I am gentle and humble in heart; take my yoke and learn from my example, and your hearts will surely find rest.
2. God will grant what is asked
John 15:16 — You did not choose me; I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, and for your fruit to remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he will give you.
3. Follow the Holy Spirit’s leading
Acts 8:26 — An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go south, to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” That road is in the wilderness. 27 Philip got up and went.
4. Be like the Lord’s disciples
Luke 6:46 — Why do you call me “Lord, Lord,” yet not act according to my words?
III. Preach only God’s word
Verse 20: “commanded.”
1. Return to the main subject
Acts 8:35 — Philip opened his mouth and, beginning with this Scripture, preached Jesus to him.
2. Have God’s presence
Acts 10:44 — While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came upon all who heard the message.
3. Be thoroughly versed in God’s word
Ezra 7:10 — Ezra resolved to study and obey Jehovah’s law, and to teach its statutes and ordinances to the Israelites.
4. Preach the ancient gospel
1 Corinthians 2:2 — For I had resolved to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.
Translation note
The source supplies the reference Matthew 28:16–20 without its full passage; no absent passage has been added. In its Acts 16:18 quotation, the printed 他 is used where the narrative concerns the girl; the English follows that evident referent as “she/her.”
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What Believers Need to Know
Rev. Tsang
I. Concerning being born again
1. The need to be born again: only then can one enter God’s kingdom. (John 3:3, 5)
2. The meaning of being born again: becoming a new person in Christ. (2 Corinthians 5:17)
3. The means of being born again: through the washing of regeneration. (Titus 3:5)
A. Requirements for baptism
1. Accept Jesus as Lord and Christ. (Acts 2:36)
2. Truly repent. (Acts 2:38)
i. Acknowledge sin in God’s eyes. (Psalm 32:5)
ii. Know the definitions of sin:
a. Rebellion against God. (Psalm 32:1)
b. Missing life’s purpose of glorifying God. (Psalm 32:1; Isaiah 43:7)
c. Knowingly committing an offense. (Psalm 32:2)
iii. Bear the fruit of repentance. (Matthew 3:8)
3. Show evidence of new life. (Acts 2:41–42)
4. The results of baptism:
i. Receive the Holy Spirit as a gift. (Acts 2:38)
ii. Enter into Christ. (Galatians 3:27)
B. The mark of being born again: a new set of values
(2 Corinthians 4:16–18)
II. Concerning marriage
1. A man should be united with his wife. (Genesis 2:24)
2. A person must not violate the marriage covenant. (Matthew 19:9; Malachi 2:16)
3. God will repay those who engage in homosexual acts. (Romans 1:27)
4. Homosexuals cannot inherit God’s kingdom. (1 Corinthians 6:9–10)
5. A virtuous wife is given by God. (Proverbs 19:14)
III. Concerning human responsibility
1. One must be sincere in order to worship God. (John 4:24)
2. One must repent in order to believe the gospel. (Mark 1:15)
3. One must strive in order to enter the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 11:12)
4. One must truly believe in the Lord in order to have joy. (Acts 16:34)
5. One must study Scripture in order to distinguish right from wrong. (Acts 17:11)
6. One must love God in order to be chosen. (Romans 8:28)
7. One must follow the Lord in order to have eternal life. (John 10:27–28)
IV. Concerning God’s policies
1. God loves the world, but does not force people to love him. (John 3:16)
2. God desires people to be saved, but people must repent. (Peter 3:9)
3. God desires people to follow the Lord, but will never force them. (Mark 10:21–22)
4. “Those who bring evil upon themselves cannot live.” (1 Corinthians 10:6–11)
Translation note
The source’s doctrinal statements and conditions are translated as written. Its bare reference “Peter 3:9” does not specify which letter; no letter number has been supplied. The final quoted saying is the author’s wording associated with the printed passage reference, not a newly substituted Bible quotation.
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Faithful to the Revelation of Scripture
Faithful to the Revelation of Scripture
Pastor David Tsang
God requires his people to be faithful to his revelation (Revelation 22:18–19). Therefore the church should:
Return to the biblical definition of sin: “rebellion” (2 Kings 1:1), “missing the mark” (Judges 20:16), and “punishment” (Genesis 4:13).
Understand the process by which God saves people: “grow toward salvation” (1 Peter 2:2).
Understand the meaning of the Great Commission: proclaim wherever you go, using God’s word to make people disciples of the Lord.
Translation note
One page visually reviewed. All authored Chinese prose is paired above.
Translation note
The scan includes third-party Bible/interlinear clippings for Psalm32:1–5, 2Kings1:1, Judges20:16, Genesis4:13, 1Peter2:1–2, and Matthew28:19–20. They include original English, Hebrew/Greek, word glosses, numbers, handwritten circles and highlights. Preserve the complete scanned page alongside this reading; those clippings are not new prose written by David and are not represented as newly translated full apparatus.
Translation note
The final line was checked again at higher resolution: it reads 用神的言, meaning using God’s word.
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