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Cross Five Passes and Slay Six Generals
In the Three Kingdoms era, Liu Bei’s sworn brother Guan Yunchang escorted his sister-in-law over a great distance from Cao Cao’s camp to Yuan Shao’s place to meet Liu Bei. Because Cao Cao was unwilling to let them leave, Guan Yunchang overcame every difficulty, crossed five passes, and slew six generals, finally bringing his sister-in-law safely to Liu Bei’s side. This became an admired story for all time. Christians’ experience of turning to the Lord is similar: believing in the Lord means overcoming obstacles and turning from Satan’s authority to God (Acts 26:18). Because Satan is unwilling for people to turn to God (1 Peter 5:8), believers need an indomitable spirit before they can reach their destination (1 Peter 5:9–10). I believe that, when walking the heavenly way, believers must cross the following five passes and slay the following six generals:
(一) Five Passes
1. The Pass of the True God’s Existence
The true God means the originator of all things. Chinese people have the concept of the “Primordial Heavenly Worthy” (原始天尊). Plato also spoke of the “first mover” (the source’s English: “The First mover”).
Before creating humanity, the Creator created spiritual beings: the good ones were angels, while those who became evil turned into “ox-demons and snake-spirits.” Ancient Chinese people believed in God’s existence, so the Book of Songs speaks of “the august God above.” The minds of modern Chinese people have been polluted by “materialism,” believing the spiritual realm beyond matter to be untrustworthy; thus some supposedly knowledgeable people do not believe a spiritual realm exists. What exactly is “matter”? Are “X-rays” matter? Why did great scientists Einstein and Newton also believe in a Creator? Faced with these questions, people with upright consciences should transcend materialism’s outdated prejudice and accept knowledge of the spiritual realm, thereby becoming true intellectuals. Even if people reject accepting knowledge of the spiritual realm, they should only say, like the philosopher Russell, “I do not know there is a God,” because “not knowing God exists” does not equal “God does not exist.” People are not born knowing; they know through learning. The following are facts that seekers of spiritual knowledge must know:
(1) Only people with sound consciences can receive direct revelation from the Creator (Romans 1:19), just as only a good radio can receive a radio station’s broadcasts.
(2) People can infer the existence of a Creator from knowing created things exist (Romans 1:20), just as seeing a watch lets one know a watchmaker exists. This is only rational knowledge. Those with rational knowledge also need experiential knowledge of God. Such experiential knowledge results from wholeheartedly seeking God (Jeremiah 29:13). As long as people with upright consciences seek God wholeheartedly, they can cross this pass of the true God’s existence.
2. The Pass of Jesus Being Lord
Those who believe a Creator exists must go further and accept the fact that Jesus Christ is this Creator. To break through this pass, people must face Jesus’ “trustworthiness” (the source’s English: “Credit”). To prevent fish eyes being passed off as pearls, the United States government adds watermarks and wool to dollar-bill paper, preventing evildoers from passing off counterfeits as genuine and reproducing U.S. currency. God also used a method preventing counterfeits from passing as genuine: he raised Jesus from the dead. This is something the devil cannot do. More than five hundred witnesses attested to the historical fact of Jesus’ resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:6). As for whether historical records of Jesus’ resurrection are reliable, that is purely a technical question. Anyone intent on seeking truth can accept this, just as we have no difficulty accepting Confucius’s existence today.
Jesus’ identity as Creator was made evident through the fact of his resurrection from the dead (Romans 1:4). Nevertheless, this is still “rational knowledge.” If people truly wish to know Jesus is Lord, they also need “experiential knowledge.” They must meet God’s conditions before they can receive such experiential knowledge. Scripture says, “You will seek me, and if you seek wholeheartedly, you will surely find me” (Jeremiah 29:13). Wholehearted people should have an open and obedient attitude. “Openness” means willingness to accept God’s revelation; “obedience” means willingness to take action in faith. In this way, everyone can experience God.
To cross this pass of “Jesus being Lord,” people must have a scientific attitude and an upright conscience. Those with a scientific attitude can reach the conclusion that Jesus rose from the dead. Those with upright consciences can experience God’s reality.
3. The Pass of “I Am a Sinner”
Ancient Chinese people defined “sin” through the “four prohibitions”: do not look at what is contrary to propriety, do not listen to what is contrary to propriety, do not say what is contrary to propriety, and do not do what is contrary to propriety. According to the Hebrew Bible’s definitions (Psalm 32:1–2), “sin” means “rebelling against God,” “missing the target (of glorifying God),” and “the conscience’s punishment.” The ancient Chinese definition emphasizes offending people, while the biblical definition emphasizes offending God. Yet Confucius also said, “If one offends Heaven, there is nowhere to pray” (Analects, “Eight Rows of Dancers”). In that case, Chinese culture also accepts the fact that people offend God. Confucius said, “Attack one’s own evil, not others’ evil.” Chinese people accept that everyone has “evil”; some simply pretend not to know it exists.
People with upright consciences are willing to acknowledge that, by a higher standard, they are sinners. But those with hardened consciences will accept this fact only after suffering loosens the soil. Scripture’s story of the prodigal son is a very good example. When he was at the end of his resources, he said to his father, “I have sinned against Heaven and against you!” (Luke 15:18). Brother 張伯笠 (Mandarin reading aid: Zhang Boli) provides a very good example of an intellectual turning to the Lord. Only amid the danger of fleeing to the Soviet Union was he willing to believe in the Lord sincerely, and only on his sickbed, critically ill with liver disease, was he willing to resolve to commit himself. Some people think “religion is a crutch for the weak.” This statement is wrong. Were the great scientist Newton and President Bush also weak? Both were very good Christians. In fact, everyone in the world is weak before God, because people cannot overcome sin and death or control tomorrow. Only honest people willingly acknowledge this fact. Only those who face reality willingly seek God’s help.
Scripture says, “According to the appointed destiny, everyone must die once, and after death comes judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). It also says, “The wages of sin are death, but God’s gift, in our Lord Christ Jesus, is eternal life” (Romans 6:23). Someone unable to cross the “I am a sinner” pass will certainly face death and God’s judgment in the future. Those unwilling to acknowledge they are sinners measure themselves by their own standards. Yet people have neither the power to escape God’s judgment nor the ability to lower God’s standard for judging them (Romans 2:12–16).
4. The Pass of Union with the Lord
The Lord Jesus is the Creator of everything in the universe (Colossians 1:16). He is “above all people, through all people, and also within all people” (Ephesians 4:6). Laozi described this Creator as the “Dao,” or Way. He said, “There is something formed in undifferentiated wholeness, born before heaven and earth, which can be the mother of all under heaven. I do not know its name; I designate it Dao” (Laozi, chapter 25). He also said, “I do not know whose son it is; it seems to precede the sovereign” (Laozi, chapter 4). Laozi then did not know whose son this Creator was, nor his name. Through God’s revelation, however, we now know that this “Word in the beginning” (John 1:1) is God’s Son, named Jesus Christ. Laozi believed this “Dao” could unite with people and make them sages. He said, “Only one who has the Dao. Thus the sage acts without presuming on his actions, accomplishes work without claiming the achievement, and does not desire to display his worth” (Laozi, chapter 77). Scripture says, “In the beginning was the Word, the Word was with people, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). Jesus is the Word become flesh (John 1:14). If people invite this “Word” to dwell in their hearts, they can have the right to become God’s children (John 1:12). The way the “Word” dwells within people is through faith (Ephesians 3:17) and baptism (Galatians 3:27).
Those unable to cross the “union with the Lord” pass are unwilling to believe Jesus is God’s Son. Scripture says, “The god of this world has blinded the inner eyes of these unbelievers, preventing the light of Christ’s glorious gospel from shining on them” (2 Corinthians 4:4). Those who wish to cross this pass must hear the gospel and have the Holy Spirit’s illumination. Scripture says, “Without being moved by the Holy Spirit, no one can say Jesus is Lord” (1 Corinthians 12:3).
5. The Pass of Living for the Lord
What exactly do people live for? According to biblical teaching, all who know God should live for the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:15), because God created people to glorify him (Isaiah 43:7). Sadly, ever since the first ancestor Adam sinned, people have walked their own roads and lived for themselves. Chinese people often say, “If a person does not act for himself, heaven will punish and earth destroy him.” In fact, Scripture also teaches people to act “for themselves”: “Store up a good foundation for themselves, preparing for the future, so that they may take hold of the true life” (1 Timothy 6:19). Christians should prepare for the future on behalf of their new selves, because “this world and its desires will pass away; only those who do God’s will remain forever” (1 John 2:17).
Those willing to do God’s will and live for the Lord must be crucified with him daily (Galatians 2:20). Because the flesh is an enemy of the salvation of people’s souls (1 Corinthians 9:27), people should not set their minds on the flesh but obey the Holy Spirit’s leading. For “setting the mind on the flesh is death; setting the mind on the Holy Spirit is life and peace” (Romans 8:6).
Translation note
The complete introduction, five passes, two nested points, every quotation, and all references are translated. The source’s automatic (一) label is restored explicitly. Original English “The First mover” and “Credit” is preserved. The source’s John1:1 quotation says 道與人同在, “the Word was with people,” and is retained exactly rather than silently changed to the conventional verse. Source forms 撤旦/柏拉圙 are understood contextually as Satan/Plato. 原始天尊 and the partial punctuation in the Laozi quotation remain the source’s forms. The source’s claims about philosophers, scientists, currency paper, President Bush, and Zhang Boli are translated as written, not independently verified; no first name is invented for President Bush.
The Six Generals and Conclusion
The Six Generals and Conclusion
(二) Six Generals
1. Science
What is science? Science consists of people observing nature, discovering principles, then applying those principles in life. Science and people’s belief in the Lord should not conflict. Over the past hundred years, two hundred of the three hundred most renowned scientists have believed in the Lord. In fact, science and theology belong to different fields. A humble scientist will certainly gain new discoveries in the spiritual field from the facts of Jesus’ resurrection and the changes in Christians’ lives.
Natural science and God’s revelation are different. The former is limited, while the latter is absolute. For example, people may draw the conclusion from scientific observation that “the sun rises in the east.” Yet this conclusion is unscientific, because the earth revolves around the sun. Saying the sun rises by revolving around the earth is a conclusion inconsistent with the facts. God reveals, “God sits above the great circle of the earth” (Isaiah 40:22). At first, people did not know the earth was round. Ancient Chinese people explained earthquakes as “the earth-ox shifting its shoulder.” This implies treating the earth as a flat surface that an earth-ox can carry on its shoulders. Thus scientific conclusions are continually changing, while God’s revelation is absolutely unchanging. God’s revelation and science do not conflict. Every supposed “conflict” arises from people drawing mistaken conclusions because of insufficient information. Someone with a scientific attitude should not use the “tube” of science to peer at the “sky” of the spiritual realm, because beyond the natural world there is also a spiritual realm.
2. Evolution
Evolution is the worldview of people who do not believe the universe has a Creator. It gives no explanation of matter’s origin. Evolution uses coincidental “chance” as the cause of matter forming amino acid molecules (the source’s English: “Amino Acid Molecules”), and the theory that “the fit survive and the unfit are eliminated” as the driving force of organisms’ continual evolution. According to calculations by physicist 貴查理 (the source’s English name: “Charles-Eugene Guye”), producing one biological amino acid molecule by chance would require “10 to the 244th power” hundred-million years. Scientists think the earth has a history of only 5.5 billion years, so this chance occurrence is a chance with no chance. Even conceding that nonliving matter could naturally become living, the claim that “the unfit are eliminated” is not entirely so. For example, female giraffes’ necks are two chi shorter than males’ (naturally making them less suited to survival). Why, then, have female giraffes not yet been eliminated? Logically, a peacock’s long tail should hinder escape when pursued by wild animals. Why have peacocks still not become extinct? If organisms truly evolved from lower to higher forms, why did fossils of organisms of differing levels recently unearthed in Chengjiang, China, all appear in the same geological-era layer?
Evolution is certain people’s arbitrary conjecture about the origin of organisms, a theory lacking evidence. Those who proposed it did not yet have modern knowledge of DNA and did not know organisms’ growth is controlled by DNA. They attributed “evolution” to “mutation.” They did not know that all mutations are inferior products, making the route of evolution through mutation unworkable. Since organisms do not come from evolution, they must come from being created (Genesis 1:1). Some people unwilling to accept a Creator often raise these two questions:
(1). Could All Things Have Existed by Themselves from the Beginning?
All things cannot exist independently by themselves, because everything is changing. Do Chinese people not speak of “the sea becoming mulberry fields”? For example, flour itself cannot be “self-existent and everlasting,” because it comes from wheat and is continually changing: it will become bread, then be digested by people. After digestion it becomes part of the human body, then returns to dust. What it becomes afterward is unknown. Scripture says, “Heaven and earth will perish…only you never change” (Psalm 102:26–27). Because all things change, none can be self-existent and everlasting. Because the Creator does not change (Malachi 3:6), he can be self-existent and everlasting.
(2). Since All Things Were Made by the Creator, Where Did the Creator Come From?
The Creator’s coming into existence preceded humanity. Unless the Creator reveals it himself, no one can know. Any account is “speculation” (the source’s English: “Speculation”). The Creator told Moses, “I am self-existent and everlasting” (Exodus 3:14). The Creator’s self-revelation is the only information humanity possesses concerning his origin. Every other conjecture is an unverified human theory.
3. Other Religions
Religion is a system concerning people’s beliefs, worship, and conduct. Other religions are religions that do not accept Jesus Christ as Creator and are centered on humanity. Among Chinese people, the following other religions are commonly encountered:
(1) Islam: It lowers the Creator Jesus Christ to a “prophet,” with a standing even below Muhammad’s. Because Jesus Christ demonstrated that he is God’s Son through resurrection from the dead (Romans 1:4), we see that Islam is disrespectful toward God’s Son. If “Allah” is the Quran’s revelation, then this god who says Jesus has a lower standing than Muhammad does not resemble the true God who raised Jesus, because the highest God will not contradict his own word.
(2) Buddhism: It uses a method for resolving suffering to entice people away from the Creator. Buddhism asks people facing suffering to evade reality with an attitude of “emptiness,” so many disappointed in love mistakenly enter the Buddhist religious life as nuns or monks. Buddhism’s goal is “Nirvana”—meaning “blowing out”—leading people away from God and causing them to lose the opportunity to enter heaven. It deliberately makes itself the Creator’s enemy.
(3) Daoism: Folk superstition. Its religious founder Laozi (Li Er) lived in the Spring and Autumn and Warring States period and was the Zhou dynasty’s librarian. Laozi thought everything under heaven was born of the Dao. Laozi did not truly understand the “Dao,” otherwise he would not have said, “The Dao that can be spoken is not the constant Dao” (the universe’s origin cannot be explained). Since Daoism’s founder did not know the true Way, it is all the more the case that his later followers know nothing at all about the true God who became flesh as the Word.
4. Heresies
Heresies are religions that do not accept the Creator’s identity and way of salvation. Common heresies include Christian Science (which believes the Creator will not judge the world), Jehovah’s Witnesses (which believe the Creator was created), Mormonism (which believes people can earn salvation), and 合一教 (reading aid: He yi jiao, “Unity religion”; which believes there is no original sin or eternal punishment at the end), among others. In recent years, the heresy of “Eastern Lightning” has also appeared in mainland China. This heresy believes the Creator has already “become a woman as the Word” on the mainland. All heresies distort truth according to their own wishes. Their theories contradict Scripture, and their aim is to lead people astray. All who follow the Lord need biblical truth before they can distinguish true from false and avoid deception.
5. The Flesh
The human flesh also obstructs people’s turning to the Lord. Scripture says, “Setting the mind on the flesh is death” (Romans 8:6). An old saying says, “Even a hero finds the beauty’s pass hard to cross.”
Overcoming fleshly desires is very difficult. In ancient times, Israelites indulged their desires in the wilderness, and twenty-three thousand fell dead in one day (1 Corinthians 10:8). Thus the flesh can lead to destruction.
Because the “old self” within people directs the flesh to sin, all who follow the Lord must overcome themselves. Paul said, “I discipline my body and make it obey me, lest after preaching the gospel to others I myself be rejected” (the source prints 1 Corinthians :27).
6. The World
The world deceives people and causes them to fall. Demas became a deserter because he coveted the world (2 Timothy 4:10). According to the biblical definition, the world includes the desires of the flesh, the desires of the eyes, and the pride of this life (1 John 2:16). The world takes away people’s love for God (1 John 2:15). Thus the world can be described as everything in people’s hearts that can take God’s place.
The world cannot last forever (1 John 2:17). In the future it will be burned with fire (the source prints 2 Peter 6–7). Therefore those who forfeit their lives for the world are unwise (Matthew 16:26). May all who have God’s wisdom be like Paul and nail the world to the cross (Galatians 6:14).
Conclusion: God wants all people to be saved (2 Peter 3:9) and also expects them to fulfill their responsibility to “work out the work of salvation” (Philippians 2:12). Crossing five passes and slaying six generals is the responsibility those being saved should fulfill. Although the task is weighty and the road long, it can be accomplished by God’s grace. Although arduous, it is valuable and necessary. An old saying says, “Without a spell of cold piercing the bones, how could plum blossoms’ fragrance assail the nose?” May fellow travelers running the heavenly road encourage one another, recognize the goal, overcome difficulties, strive forward, and seek to receive the eternally enduring reward God has prepared in heaven.
Translation note
All six generals, the two creation questions, three other-religion descriptions, and complete concluding paragraph are translated. Automatic (二) is restored. The unusual numeric phrase 10又244次方之億年 is rendered contextually as 10 to the 244th power hundred-million years, without changing the scale; 尺 remains chi rather than English feet. Source “chance,” “Amino Acid Molecules,” “Charles-Eugene Guye,” DNA, “mutation,” “Speculation,” “Muhammad,” and “Nirvana” are retained. The awkward Quran clause is preserved rather than silently rewritten to name a revealer. 合一教 is retained with a reading aid because this source does not establish its precise institutional identity. Incomplete 林前:27 and 彼後6–7 remain without invented chapters. Scientific, historical, and religious judgments are the author’s translated claims, not independently certified facts or editorial revisions.
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Accomplished in Both Civil and Martial Arts, One Will Surely Win in Battle
Leading people to believe in the Lord means rescuing them from Satan’s authority (Acts 26:18). This is certainly not something someone who merely knows a set of theories can accomplish. It is a battle to rescue souls. Therefore those proclaiming the gospel need the following qualities:
(一) Mature Spiritual Life
1. Experience of Dying with the Lord
New life arises from the death of the old life (John 12:24–25). Someone whose “old self” has never died does not have the new life the Lord gives. Paul’s falling to the ground signifies the death of his old person (Acts 9:4). The prodigal son’s awareness of his own unworthiness (Luke 15:19) likewise signifies that his old person has died. This death is invisible and can be detected only through something visible, just as “a solitary smoke column rising straight in the vast desert” can reveal that the wind has stopped. This death is the cessation of the flesh’s evil behavior, not the death of the body. Because the flesh still exists, this invisible death is a decision believers must make in the present moment every day (Luke 9:23).
Those willing to experience dying with the Lord must accept the Holy Spirit’s leading. All spiritual work is God’s grace (Ephesians 2:8). People dead in sins and trespasses (Ephesians 2:1) have no strength to do what is right. The strength to make right decisions is also given by God (Philippians 2:13). God often speaks to people within their hearts (Luke 15:17). When people accept God’s word, they receive strength to do what they should (Acts 9:6, 8), because God’s words are spirit and life (John 6:63).
2. A Daily Walk with God
Mature Christians know their own nothingness and willingly receive strength from the Lord each day through devotion (Isaiah 40:30–31). Those walking with the Lord seek the fullness of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18) and seek to live holy lives every day (Hebrews 12:14), because God cannot be with the unclean (Deuteronomy 23:14). Joseph did not sin (Genesis 39:9) and continually had God’s presence (Genesis 39:2). Because David walked the way of the living (Psalm 116:9), he became a man after God’s heart (Acts 13:22).
Someone walking with the Lord has the image of an “eagle.” The eagle’s flight into the sky represents believers’ transcendence of the world: they draw near to the Lord daily. The eagle’s landing to seek food represents believers’ entry into the world: they earn their living in society. Believers must have a good vertical relationship with God before they can have good horizontal relationships with people. These two good relationships are signs of believers’ maturity of life.
3. Experience of Suffering with the Lord
God chooses people in the furnace of suffering (Isaiah 48:10). Only Christians who have experienced suffering resemble the Lord (1 Peter 2:21). Suffering can produce the virtue of endurance and bring heavenly glory (Romans 8:17–18). Only those who have suffered can understand and comfort people amid suffering (2 Corinthians 1:4). In heaven in the future, these people will better appreciate its beauty (Revelation 7:14). The faith of those who have suffered is genuine faith (1 Peter 1:7).
Those who have experienced suffering are godly people (2 Timothy 3:12). Such people will certainly enter God’s kingdom (Acts 14:22). Those unwilling to suffer for the Lord may experience greater suffering in the future (Revelation 20:10).
Translation note
The full component introduction and three qualities are translated, with the automatic (一) heading restored. The quoted poetic image, all references, and the explicit distinction between stopping evil bodily conduct and physical death remain. The source’s certainty and possibility distinctions are preserved, including “will certainly enter” and “may experience greater suffering.”
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(二) Spiritual Depth
Someone seasoned in worldly affairs has more life experience than a newcomer. Spiritual matters are the same. People learn as long as they live. If people are willing to learn from the experienced, they can avoid many detours in life. Someone seeking spiritual depth must understand the following concepts:
1. “Praying Through”
“Praying through” is a spiritual term some people use for Christians praying to the point of having received God’s promise, believing he will fulfill what they have asked, and therefore being filled in their hearts with the peace the Lord gives. This is the faith of “believing one has received” (Mark 11:24; the source’s original English: “Believe that you have received them”). It does not arise from deceiving oneself and others, but from the Holy Spirit’s prompting.
2. “Being Filled with the Holy Spirit”
Being filled with the Holy Spirit means being entirely controlled by the Holy Spirit, just as a drunk person is controlled by wine (Ephesians 5:18). Believers accept this control willingly, not under compulsion. Those controlled by the Holy Spirit conduct their lives according to God’s word (Colossians 3:16) and never stray along their own path. Such people have peace in their hearts (Romans 8:6). Those filled with the Holy Spirit can bear the Spirit’s fruit (Galatians 5:22–23) and have gifts given by the Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:11), though not necessarily the gift of speaking in tongues. Receiving a gift depends on the Holy Spirit’s intention and the church’s need, not on people’s insistence. Among believers who emphasize charismatic gifts, people often seek experiences of “divine healing” and “falling to the ground.” “Divine healing” means people receiving healing through God’s supernatural power. Believers must watch the source of such healing power, because Scripture says, “Satan also disguises himself as an angel of light” (2 Corinthians 11:14). “Falling to the ground” is the result when the evil spirit possessing someone is driven away. Those who sold Jesus were also struck by the Lord’s words and “fell to the ground” before him (John 18:6). In some charismatic healing sessions involving the laying on of hands, some people are not pressed down to the ground. A spiritually healthy Christian does not need such an experience.
3. Do Not “Test God”
“Testing God” means demanding that God prove his reality by satisfying people’s private desires. In the wilderness, the Israelites demanded that God miraculously provide water to prove he was among them (Exodus 17:2, 7). Through the guidance of the pillars of cloud and fire, they already knew God was among them. Yet they played ignorant, wanting to use God to do things for themselves. This is dishonest. God does not like dishonest people. Scripture says, “God is a spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and sincerity” (John 4:24). Those who tested God in the wilderness were consequently all destroyed by snakes (1 Corinthians 10:9).
4. “Rely on the Lord’s Mercy”
People need God’s mercy not only to be saved (Titus 3:5), but also to stand firm in the Lord (Jude 21). Scripture teaches believers not to think they can stand securely by relying on themselves (1 Corinthians 10:12). If they understand this, they will not be self-righteous. People often have “spiritual pride.” In fact, saying this is illogical, because people who are proud are not spiritual. Those with spiritual pride often exalt themselves because they behave well. They fail to realize that believers ought to behave well, while self-exaltation does not please God. Scripture says, “There is no righteous person, not even one” (Romans 3:10). Because everyone has unrighteous aspects, everyone must rely on God’s mercy before they can escape his judgment. Before God, we are often like those who “fled fifty paces laughing at those who fled a hundred”—criticizing others for a fault we share. Only those relying on the Lord’s mercy count as people with spiritual depth.
5. “Those Who Belong to the Lord”
Scripture says, “The Lord knows who belongs to him” (2 Timothy 2:19). People with spiritual depth have the Lord’s outlook and know who belongs to him. All who belong to the Lord are brothers and sisters in him, and should love one another. Sadly, some believers fail to distinguish friend from foe and attack and harm one another, grieving their friends and delighting their enemies. We should regard everyone born again and saved as our beloved brother or sister in the Lord. Although some among them think differently from us on certain matters, we should still do our utmost to maintain loving relationships with them.
The early church established the “Apostles’ Creed” and the “Nicene Creed” as standards of faith for those belonging to the Lord. Someone belonging to the Lord needs not only correct belief but also born-again life. Such people may be found in different denominations. Someone who cares for God’s intention should not have extreme sectarian thinking, associating only with people of his own denomination, nor assume that people of other denominations cannot be saved. Someone who shuts out his brothers and sisters in the Lord while calling those not born again and saved his close brothers may have a psychological problem.
6. “Team Spirit”
When creating humanity, God said, “Let us make people in our image, according to our likeness” (Genesis 1:26). Thus God values team spirit. The church is the Lord’s body (Ephesians 1:22). Those born again and saved are parts of his body and should care for one another (the source prints 1 Corinthians 25); only then do they accord with the heavenly Father’s intention. Christians should not hold other Christians at a great distance because of their weaknesses, because everyone has their own weaknesses. May the Lord give us Isaiah’s insight: “I am a person of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips” (Isaiah 6:5).
Should we lower our standards to cooperate with others? This was the difficulty Paul and Barnabas faced in deciding whether to accept Mark as a coworker on their second missionary journey. Paul thought Mark had retreated in the face of battle and disdained working with him. Barnabas thought Mark still had worthwhile qualities and should receive a second chance. Paul saw the coworker’s shortcomings; Barnabas saw his strengths. If everyone with shortcomings were barred from being a coworker, we would all end up alone. If we disregarded workers’ quality, however, the Lord’s work would suffer greatly. How should these two considerations be reconciled to accord with God’s intention? I believe we should accept all coworkers and coordinate their service according to each person’s strengths, just as the eye and the foot, both members of the body, should work together (1 Corinthians 12:21–22). If Christians understand this, they should no longer constantly pick at others’ faults and damage church unity.
7. “Emphasize Quality”
Some say, “We should not go out to preach the gospel, but first nurture spiritual life.” This sounds right but is wrong. When the Lord commanded his disciples to preach the gospel, he did not say to “first nurture spiritual life” and only afterward act (Mark 16:15). Those concerned only with nurturing spiritual life who do not preach the gospel fail to care for the Lord’s intention, because quality without quantity is a very low-quality kind of quality. The “spirituality” of those who have never led a single person to the Lord is spirituality at a very low level.
Others say, “Because people have left the church, we should emphasize quality rather than quantity.” This too sounds right but is wrong. First, “people leaving” has been an unavoidable phenomenon since ancient times. Otherwise the Lord would not have asked his twelve disciples, “Do you also want to leave?” (John 6:67). Moreover, only with quantity is there true quality, so emphasizing quality without quantity is impossible. This does not mean we should not care about those who leave, but that we should put more attention on those God sends. The Lord Jesus respected the rich young man’s decision (Mark 10:22) and let him leave. This does not mean the Lord did not care for the young man. He loved him and was willing to give his life for him. But the Lord had to respect his decision, because love must be freely willing. Our responsibility as believers today is to “preach the gospel for all people to hear” (Mark 16:15), not to make all people accept it. The latter is something humans cannot accomplish. Someone who values quality should widely proclaim the gospel and bear much fruit in leading people to the Lord, because bearing fruit is the mark of the Lord’s true disciples (John 15:8).
8. “Fasting and Prayer”
The surface meaning of “fasting and prayer” is believers refraining from food for the sake of prayer. Its true meaning is believers pausing eating in order to pray to God with undivided attention. The purpose of fasting is to enable them to pray wholeheartedly to God. Fasting is not a “means” of putting pressure on God, because God will not show extra favor out of fear that people are not eating. David fasted for seven days because of the grave illness of the illegitimate child born to him and Uriah’s wife, yet the child still died. Thus using fasting as a “means” to achieve one’s own purposes will not work.
“Fasting and prayer” is an action believers take amid difficulty because they long for God’s help. Fasting aims to remove obstacles to drawing near to God and to turn wholeheartedly toward him. After hearing the prophet Jonah’s message, the Ninevites fasted, left evil, and turned to God. Thus restoring people’s relationship with God is the correct “motive” for believers’ fasting and prayer. The Lord Jesus said, “While the bridegroom is still with them, they cannot fast. But the days will come when the bridegroom leaves them. On that day they will fast” (Mark 2:19–20). Fasting and prayer should not become a demonstration that believers are very spiritual, because very spiritual people have God (the bridegroom) with them and do not need to fast (Mark 2:19). Yet because no one can say they are without sin (1 John 1:9), even those who consider themselves spiritual need to practice fasting and prayer.
Believers’ fasting and prayer is like bathing: its purpose is to remove dirt and become clean. Although clean people do not need a bath, because people have no objective standard of cleanliness, the habit of bathing regularly is understandable. Likewise, we need not criticize those with a regular habit of fasting and prayer. Some may not fully understand the biblical meaning of fasting and prayer; others may have a keener awareness of sin or higher expectations of themselves. Therefore we should replace mutual criticism with appreciation, and mutual accusation with respect, to accord more closely with the Christian principle of loving one another.
Translation note
All eight spiritual-depth concepts and every complete paragraph are translated. The automatic (二) heading is restored. The original English Mark11:24 quotation is reproduced separately from the source’s Chinese phrase. The incomplete 林前25 remains “1 Corinthians 25” without supplying a chapter or verse separator; source 1John1:9 remains as printed. The author’s accounts of healing, falling, denominational relations, evangelism, and fasting are retained with their exact conditions and claims. The apparent 對已 form is read contextually as expectations of oneself.
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(三) The Ability to Give a Defense
Scripture teaches us to be constantly prepared to answer the various questions people raise about faith (1 Peter 3:15). The following are some questions gospel messengers commonly face and must answer:
1. All Religions Teach People to Be Good. Why Should Chinese People Accept a Foreign Religion?
If all religions taught people to be good, there would be no terrorists who believe in Islam or “9-11” catastrophe in the United States. If Christianity counts as a foreign religion, airplanes count as foreign machines too. Besides airplanes, many things in the world were first brought into China from abroad: grapes, universities, Buddhism, popular elections…and so on. In fact, we are not accepting Christianity, but Jesus Christ spoken of within Christianity, because he is the Creator and can bring us peace, eternal life, and an eternal reward.
2. Why Should Those Educated in Atheism Who Believe in Communism Change Their Faith and Believe in Jesus?
Receiving education and revising one’s knowledge do not conflict. From childhood we were taught the story of “Chang’e flying to the moon,” but that does not mean we cannot now accept the truth that the moon is barren and uninhabited. More than a hundred and forty years ago, people still did not believe bacteria existed. After French chemist 巴斯特 (the source’s English: “Louis Pasteur”) discovered bacteria in 1856, people changed their former ignorant view. China’s Book of Songs had long spoken of “the august God above.” People’s beliefs should change as their knowledge and information increase.
What is the definition of “communism” (the source’s English: “Communism”)? Its literal meaning is “the doctrine (ism) of the commune,” implying the establishment of a happy communal system on earth. Marx borrowed this idea of a commune from the early church (Acts 2:44), just as Hong Xiuquan borrowed his idea of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom from gospel tracts. After the Soviet Union dissolved, China developed its own set of “communism.” As the world changes, people’s worldviews also change. Most modern capitalists are joint investors, including many workers “exploited by capitalists.” What exactly is the ideal “communal condition” (the source again prints “Communism”)? Is it material abundance? Equality and freedom? Should inner peace be pursued? Is there a wish to receive eternal life? Because human nature is corrupt, communism cannot realize these lofty aims. Such a condition can be realized only in the Lord’s millennial kingdom, and only those who rely on the precious blood of the Lord Jesus can enter that perfect millennial world.
3. Why Do Ancestor-Worshipers Need to Believe in Jesus? After Believing in Jesus, Can They Continue Honoring or Worshiping Their Ancestors?
Because Jesus is the Creator (Colossians 1:16), the “everlasting Father” (Isaiah 9:6), and the ancestor of ancestors—that is, the original ancestor. “Worshiping ancestors” has two meanings: first, showing respect; second, revering them as gods. Believing in Jesus means honoring him as the true God and receiving eternal life through his redemption, so those who wish for eternal life must believe in Jesus. Believers in Jesus may respect their ancestors but should not worship them as gods. Ancestors are not gods, and worshiping them as gods offends God (Exodus 20:3–5).
4. Can Someone Who Studies Science Believe in an Intangible, Elusive God?
Those who study science seek truth from facts. A true scientific worker will certainly accept the following facts:
A. Science studies only phenomena people can observe repeatedly. Because people cannot observe God repeatedly, God’s existence is outside the scope of scientific research.
B. The sense that something is intangible and elusive is a conclusion people draw from information obtained through their five senses. God’s existence cannot be perceived through human senses, because “God is a spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and sincerity” (John 4:24). Using the five senses to judge whether God exists is like using them to judge whether electromagnetic waves exist: it is a very unscientific method, and its conclusion is also untrustworthy.
C. Many great scientists, such as Newton and Einstein, have already concluded that a Creator exists. Overturning their conclusion would probably be even harder than overturning “relativity” or “Newton’s laws.”
D. Someone about to go under and drown in water will have an open heart toward rescue by a life ring. Even in the unlikely event that this rescue method does not work, it will do no harm to the person trying it. Today, the Lord Jesus whom we proclaim is the spiritual “life ring” of the world’s people. Only when the Lord’s Spirit opens people’s eyes and lets them see their need (Hebrews 9:27) can they overcome their prejudices and experience his salvation. This experiential knowledge of relating to Jesus can cause eloquent rational arguments to collapse without being attacked.
Translation note
The first four complete questions, all answers, and four lettered reasoning points are translated, with the automatic (三) heading restored. Original English Louis Pasteur, Communism, commune, and ism is preserved. Dates, historical assertions, religious judgments, and scientific claims remain the author’s source statements. The ancestor question preserves 拜’s distinction between respect and worship as explained in its answer. No new factual endorsement is implied.
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5. Do People in Good Circumstances, Free of Worry, Need to Believe in Jesus?
Whether people’s circumstances are good or bad is relative. Those with no immediate worries must still have distant concerns: people face the problems of sin and death. People cannot control tomorrow. The sky brings unforeseen wind and clouds, and people’s fortunes can change overnight. Those who do not seek answers to these questions are people who “do not know how to worry” or “do not know to worry,” rather than people “without worry.” Everyone needs to believe in Jesus, because only through Jesus can humanity resolve the age-old difficulties of sin (Revelation 1:5) and death (Romans 6:23). People’s good circumstances are also temporary (James 4:14). Moreover, whether circumstances are good or bad, people cannot take a single penny with them when they leave this life (Ecclesiastes 5:15). Thus all wise people, knowing life’s emptiness (Ecclesiastes 12:8), should revere and turn to God (Ecclesiastes 12:13).
People in good circumstances will have better circumstances after believing in the Lord, because all people’s opportunities (Ecclesiastes 9:11) and abilities (Exodus 4:11) are given by God. Believing in the Lord is a matter of need, unrelated to whether circumstances are good or bad, just as people’s need for food and sleep is unrelated to their circumstances. Nevertheless, people in worse circumstances find it easier to believe, because this accords with the principle that “in distress, people return to their roots.” People in good circumstances have received God’s grace and should all the more turn to him, because his kindness aims to lead people to repentance (Romans 2:4).
6. Since the Lord Jesus Can Change People, Why Do Many Church People Behave Poorly?
Whether behavior is good or bad is decided according to some standard. Whose standard should be followed? By human standards, even Jesus was considered “gluttonous and fond of wine” (Matthew 11:19). Of course, some church people do in fact behave poorly. The questions are: have these people been born again? Is their behavior in the process of improving? If someone not yet born again behaves poorly, there is no problem with that, because after being born again a person becomes a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17). If this person is in the process of improving, that is also no problem, because the Lord is at work changing the person; the work is simply unfinished. If these people’s lives have continued without much change, that too is understandable, because God respects people’s decisions, showing his tolerance and patience. It is normal for poorly behaved people to be in a church, because the church has attracted people who need the Lord. This shows the church has something worthwhile, just as a hospital attracts patients because it has something worthwhile.
A mature person will not decide against becoming a citizen of heaven because poorly behaved people exist. Would someone decide not to immigrate to the United States because it has drug users? Would someone disdain taking a seat in a restaurant because imperfectly behaved people are there? One’s own needs and other people’s behavior are unrelated—as unrelated as wind, horses, and cattle. Is our own conduct necessarily free of anything “poor”?
7. Why Does an All-Powerful, All-Loving God Let Misfortune Befall People?
God often uses “misfortune” to accomplish an outcome of “great good fortune.” Joseph’s reaching the position of Egypt’s prime minister through being sold and imprisoned is the best example. People often draw mistaken conclusions through insufficient information. People must accept God’s sovereignty and values to avoid misunderstanding him. They must have sufficient respect for God before they can let him be God in his own way. Because of human pride, God often receives many unreasonable accusations from people. This is something we humans should repent of and apologize to God for.
8. Should People Decide to Believe in Jesus Only When They Are Near Death?
This thought does not accord with God’s intention. Scripture says, “Look, now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2). People’s ability to believe in Jesus arises from God’s invitation and their response, not a decision they initiate themselves (1 Corinthians 12:3), just as a bride’s marriage can occur only through the bridegroom’s proposal and her response. If the bridegroom has not proposed by the time the bride is near death, she cannot marry. Even if the bridegroom is willing to wait, whether he can arrive in time to marry her when she is near death remains unknown. According to Scripture, Jesus is the bridegroom (John 3:29) and believers are the bride (Revelation 19:7–8). A wise bride should seize the opportunity and decisively accept the bridegroom’s invitation; otherwise the opportunity may be lost. Moreover, Scripture says, “Those who believe and are baptized will certainly be saved; those who do not believe will be condemned” (Mark 16:16). Death is often unexpected, so the likelihood that an unbeliever can hurriedly “believe and be baptized” just before death is not very high. Thus deciding to believe only when near death is truly unwise.
9. Are Those Vowed and Dedicated to Guanyin Since Childhood Free to Believe in Jesus?
Jesus proved himself to be “God’s Son” through resurrection (Romans 1:4). Guanyin originally had a male form and only changed to a female form after the Tang dynasty. Only with the “Precious Scroll of Fragrant Mountain” (香山寶卷) written by Chan Master Puming (普明) in the Song dynasty was Guanyin called Princess Miaoshan. The spirit behind him is subject to the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ, just as company owners in New York are subject to the New York City government. When citizens obey the government’s instruction to serve as jurors, no company owner may object. Employees should place the government’s command above loyalty to their company. Through Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, we know the Lord is King of kings. Guanyin is only one of the many “leaders of the spiritual realm” under Jesus’ jurisdiction (1 John 4:4). Therefore those who have made vows to Guanyin can confidently obey the calling of the Lord Jesus Christ, the King of kings.
10. Can People Busy Earning a Living Wait Until Retirement Before Believing in Jesus?
Believing in the Lord will not affect people’s ability to earn a living. Many successful Christian entrepreneurs today can testify to this principle. The American kerosene magnate 洛克斐勒 (the source’s English: “Rockefeller, John Davison”) was a Christian who loved the Lord greatly. He offered nine-tenths of his income to God. People must choose between loving the world and loving God, because “if anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in him” (1 John 2:15). Furthermore, one cannot rule out losing the opportunity to believe before retirement. Thus this is not a question of whether one can, but whether the decision is wise.
Translation note
All six remaining questions and their complete answers are translated, preserving source certainty, conditions, rhetorical questions, figures, and quotations. The exact original English name “Rockefeller, John Davison” and nine-tenths claim remain. Guanyin’s source pronoun 他 is retained as “him”; the historical attribution, gender account, and spiritual interpretation are the author’s, not silently corrected or supplemented. The source’s incomplete-style idiom 風,馬,牛 is retained with its stated unrelatedness. This section adds no independent legal, historical, or financial verification to the author’s illustrations.
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With Masterful Swordsmanship, All Opposition Falls Away
Scripture regards God’s word as the Holy Spirit’s precious sword (Ephesians 6:17), and being born again also requires God’s word (1 Peter 1:23). Thus a good preacher must have good “swordsmanship”—skill in using God’s word to save people’s souls.
(一) Effective “Sword Methods”
(1) The Cross Sword Method
This “sword method” was created by Pastor 豐臣松見 (the source’s English name: “Masumi Toyotome”) of Japan. It leads people to accept the Lord by explaining the facts of Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection in Luke’s Gospel (the source prints 23:18–24:1–8) (Revelation 3:20).
A. Evaluation: This method brings unbelievers face to face with Jesus. Jesus has great power and can lead people to himself. Thus, among those willing to hear the gospel through this method, approximately eighty percent will accept the Lord. This method is not very suitable for seekers whose hearts are not yet ready.
B. Steps:
1. Jesus Is Sinless
a. Ask the unbeliever to read Luke 23:18–25.
b. Explanation: Jesus is sinless, as Pilate bears witness. Only because Jesus is sinless is he qualified to pay the price of sin for us sinners.
2. The Sinner’s Outcome Is Sorrowful
a. Ask the unbeliever to read Luke 23:27–30.
b. Explanation: The women need not grieve for the Lord but should grieve for their descendants, because what happens when they face God’s judgment in the future will be unbearable to behold.
3. Jesus Has God’s Love
a. Ask the unbeliever to read Luke 23:33–34.
b. Explanation: On the cross, Jesus did not hold things against the ungrateful, but instead interceded for them, displaying God’s great love.
4. Two Kinds of People
a. Ask the unbeliever to read Luke 23:39–43.
b. Explanation: There are two kinds of people in the world: 1) Those unwilling to confess sin. Even as they approach death their words are evil, and their outcome is destruction.
2) Those willing to confess their own sin. Even as they approach death their words are good, and their outcome is eternal joy.
5. The Lord Has Risen from the Dead
a. Ask the unbeliever to read Luke 24:1–7.
b. Explanation: The Jesus we proclaim today is the King of kings who rose from the dead.
6. The Lord Invites People to Enjoy the Fulfillment of Believing in Him
a. Ask the unbeliever to read Revelation 3:20.
b. Explanation: The Lord knocks outside the door of a person’s heart. If you are willing to experience the fulfillment of believing in the Lord, please follow me in a prayer to receive him:
Dear Lord Jesus:

Thank you for coming into the world and being crucified for my sins. You rose from the dead on the third day, proving you are God’s Son. I acknowledge that I am a sinner.

I now open the door of my heart and invite you to come into my heart as my Savior, giving me peace and eternal life and also the strength to follow and serve you. Thank you, Lord, for saving my soul today. I sincerely pray this in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

(2) The Return Sword Method
This “sword method” was created by Pastor 雅各肯尼迪 (the source’s English name: “James Kennedy”). Using it, Pastor Kennedy led many people to the Lord and turned a small church in Florida into a large church of several thousand people. This method spread throughout North America and Chinese churches.
A. Evaluation: This method is suited to sharing the gospel with Western people, because most Western people already believe God exists. The method assumes the unbeliever believes in God’s existence, so it is not very suitable for sharing the gospel with atheists. It aims to bring nominal believers back into the Lord’s household to become true Christians.
B. Steps:
1. Salvation (Romans 6:23)
a. Heaven is a gift.
b. It cannot be earned.
2. Humanity (Romans 3:23)
a. All people are sinners.
b. They cannot save themselves.
3. God (John 3:16; 1 John 1:9)
a. God is love.
b. He is also righteous.
4. Jesus Christ (John 1:1, 14; Isaiah 53:6)
a. Jesus Christ is the Word become flesh and is God’s Son.
b. He was crucified for our sins.
5. Faith (James 2:19; Ephesians 2:8)
a. Faith is not intellectual knowledge.
b. It means relying on Jesus to accomplish salvation for us and living for the Lord with grateful hearts.
(3) The Enlightenment Sword Method
This method is the accumulation of my decades of experience leading people to the Lord. It emphasizes teaching according to the learner, enabling people to move from what they know to what they do not know. Suitable for young and old alike, it is best suited to sharing the gospel with atheists.
A. Evaluation: This method combines the best of the West, creative ideas from Japan, and the experience of Chinese people.
B. Steps:
1. Know the Creator Exists (Romans 1:19–20)
a. Through revelation.
b. Through logical inference.
2. Know Jesus Is God’s Son (Romans 1:4; 1 Corinthians 15:5)
a. There is the fact of resurrection.
b. There are human witnesses.
3. Know Humanity’s Problems (Romans 6:23; Hebrews 9:27)
a. Definitions of sin (Psalm 32:1–2): rebellion, missing the target, and the conscience’s punishment.
b. Definitions of death (Ephesians 2:1; 2 Corinthians 5:1; Revelation 20:6, 15): people separated from God, the soul separated from the body, and people separated from God forever.
4. Receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:36–38; Romans 8:9)
a. Know who Jesus is.
b. Repent sincerely.
c. Only with the Holy Spirit does one belong to the Lord.
5. Know the Benefits of Believing in the Lord
a. Fulfillment in this life (Revelation 3:20).
b. Blessing and happiness in the life to come (John 3:16).
6. Invite the Other Person to Pray to Receive the Lord
(二) Points to Note
A. Have the Holy Spirit’s Anointing
B. Have the Support of Intercessory Prayer
C. Have the Unbeliever’s Authorization
D. Do Follow-Up Work
1. Attend a baptism class and receive baptism.
2. Pray, read Scripture, attend worship, serve, give offerings, bear witness, and proclaim the gospel.
3. Live out new life and await the Lord’s return.
E.. Have an Eager-to-Learn Attitude
A gospel messenger must be open to God and receive new insight before being able to work with him. The following are some principles to understand:
1. Proclaiming the gospel is like feeding a child. No spoonful is wasted. When someone has heard enough gospel messages and decides to believe in the Lord, it is like a child eating the final spoonful that satisfies them. Every occasion of sharing the gospel prepares for the listener’s eventual belief in the Lord. On average, people generally need to hear the gospel about four times before accepting the Lord. Thus, under ordinary circumstances, on average one person will be willing to accept the Lord for every four occasions of sharing the gospel.
2. Believers leading people to the Lord are like farmers harvesting crops. A farmer should not spend time at the edge of the field waiting for unripe crops, but should spend most of the time working urgently at the harvest. Ripe crops will be lost if not harvested early. After the Second World War, Japanese people responded very well to the gospel. Because the American church did not seize this opportunity then, it was soon lost thereafter.
3. Gospel messengers should avoid “stereotyped approaches” (the source’s English: “Stereotyped”). For example, some think every kiss is an act of love. Was Judas’s kiss of Jesus also motivated by love? Those proclaiming the gospel should avoid imposing their own understanding of a behavior’s meaning onto other people’s hearts, because this is human “ethnic superiority” (the source’s English: “Ethnocentrism”) at work. A reasonable person should understand the other person’s view of a behavior, rather than arbitrarily decide its meaning and then criticize it, because that is self-righteousness.
4. Gospel messengers should avoid a negative outlook and attitude. For example, do not see “having half a glass of water” as “half the glass being empty.” We are all imperfect people living among imperfect people. Appreciating one another’s strengths more is better than constantly picking at one another’s weaknesses. The view that “there is half a glass of water” can bring hope; the view that “half the glass is empty,” though not wrong, makes people feel defeated. A saying goes, “Turning on a light is better than cursing the darkness.” Gospel messengers should appreciate others’ strengths and then live out a good example, rather than criticize their shortcomings, making them resentful and unable to take in the gospel message.
5. The gospel messenger’s responsibility is not merely to provide gospel information, but also to help the other person gain strength to accept the gospel.
Translation note
Every source line in the three sword methods and points-to-note outline is translated, including the complete three-paragraph prayer, all nested a/b/c and 1)/2) relationships, percentages, averages, names, and citations. The Word-generated A./B. labels at the third method’s evaluation/steps are restored; other literal labels remain as printed, including E... Source 23:18–24:1–8 is left explicit rather than silently regularized. Original English Masumi Toyotome, James Kennedy, Stereotyped, and Ethnocentrism remains. The final method stops after point5 exactly where this source stops; no other contents-listed chapters are added. The percentages and historical claims are the author’s, not newly verified outcomes.
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