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About the Author:
Rev. David Tsang was born in China.  He believes in God since childhood through experiencing God answers prayers. He answered God’s calling and dedicated himself during the Chinese Cultural Revolution. Rev. Tsang pursued his seminary studies in Hong Kong Evangel Theological College, Trinity Divinity School in Ill, US and Fuller Seminary in US and he received his degrees in TH.B, M.Div., TH.M., and Doctor of Missiology respectively. Rev. Tsang was also the founder of  Pomona Valley Chinese Christian Church and The Chinese Methodist Blessed Church . He was the senior pastor of Cornerstone UM Church, Washington DC Christian Church, Chinese Baptist church of Columbia, and Boon Church of Oversea Chinese Mission respectively. Besides the publication of this book The Prize of God’s Calling Ensured Life, he is the author of The Blazing Torch and The Secret of the True Way. He is also the translator of Make Disciples of All Nations. God gives Rev. Tsang the burden and gift in Evangelism and uses him in the past to bring thousands to Christ. He is now the chairman of the Chinese Christian Churches Association of the Greater New York area.
Foreword by 麥希真
Foreword by 麥希真
Pastor Rick Warren has a forty-day training course in *The Purpose-Driven Life*. Pastor David Tsang has a thirty-day training course. Although the two are not entirely the same, they have a common purpose: to guide fellow workers and believers in concrete, practical, and effective ways, so that they may advance further in their spiritual lives and ministry.
Pastor Warren’s success lies in having a goal and also a way to reach that goal. I am confident that Pastor David Tsang’s work will likewise succeed: it presents a reward and also a way to attain that reward, so that readers may receive grace.
麥希真  
Former Chair of the Board of 世界華福會  
Toronto, spring 2004
Translation note
The author’s personal name and the organization’s name are preserved in Chinese because a preferred official English form has not been confirmed. 世界華福會 refers to the worldwide Chinese Christian evangelism fellowship organization. This complete foreword appears in the identified Chinese front matter and was absent from the legacy English book folder.
Author’s preface
Author’s preface
A Life to Win the Prize of God
This book is to help Christians to win the prize of God.  It is a ‘must’ for believers who pursue to win God’s prize.  The content of this book is completely based on the Bible, it would help readers to understand the will of God, and it can be used as devotional, material for fellowship Bible study and Sunday school.
I have read The Purpose-Driven Life by Pastor Rick Warren. It calls Christians to have purpose in life. This book The Prize of God’s Calling Ensured Life calls those who have purpose in life to find the way of winning the prize. It sheds light on how to surely win the heavenward prize. During the time when the Israelites were in the wilderness, their goal was to enter the Promised Land. Yet, many of them were destroyed from lack of knowledge (Hosea 4:6).  In order not to make the same mistake, today the followers of Christ need to have the knowledge and determination to reach the destination besides having purpose in life. This book is written for this purpose.
As readers read this book, they will have new understanding if they spend time meditating on the scripture references and study the discussions provided by the author. This understanding is new illumination, not “new teaching”. The English word “kowtow” is transliterated from the Chinese word which literally means touching of the ground with the forehead (former Chinese custom). The definition in English dictionary is “respect”, “submission”. But this word also implies the meaning of “thank you” and “to entrust”.  Westerner does not know the other meaning of this word, so they are only giving the partial meaning of it.
I thank coworker in Christ Winnie Choi for translating this book into English.  Those who do not understand Chinese can also benefit from it. I know how busy modern people are, so I only prepare the study material for thirty days in a concise format. The prophet Daniel, during the thirty days probation period, against all odds, continued to pray and give thanks to God. As a result, Jehovah greatly blessed him (Daniel 6:10, 28). I hope readers would have the courage of Daniel, to spend thirty days to wait upon God and to have revival in spiritual life. I would like to dedicate this book to those who are willing to spend time for the pursuit of God. May they win the prize for which God has called them heavenward.
My covenant
My covenant
My Resolution:
In the upcoming thirty days, I and my spiritual journey companion together will work hard, encourage each other, and determine to seek the way of winning the prize of God.
________________________________
				         (my signature)
_________________________________
                             (name of my spiritual journey companion)
“The kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it”  (Matthew 11:12)
Day 1 — The Prize Is by Grace
Day 1 — The Prize Is by Grace
How to Surely Receive the Prize of God
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.
Now, there is in store for me the crown of righteousness. (2 Timothy 4:7-8)
Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it.  But one thing I do:
Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead. I press on toward
the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3:13-14)
The Prize is by Grace
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith –and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God. (Ephesians 2:8)
Whether a life can ultimately receive the prize of God is by God’s grace.
Theologians have been debating over the ages regarding this truth.  Calvinism uses the acronym (TULIP) to explain the view of salvation. 1. Total depravity. 2. Unconditional election. 3.  Limited atonement.  4.  Irresistible grace. 5.  Perseverance of the saints. (#1) Thus, Calvin focused on what the Bible states, “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.  Who can understand it?” (#2)  After Calvin, Arminianism arose. It believes: 1.  Salvation is for everyone who believes in Jesus Christ. 2.  Christ died for all people. 3. The Holy Spirit helps people to have faith.  4. Salvation is not irresistible. 5. There is a possibility that Christians will fall away from grace. (#3)  Calvinism emphasizes on God’s sovereignty; Arminianism emphasizes on the free will of man. Both views believe that salvation is by God’s grace.
Actually there is no conflict between these two views. Even though God imparts free will to man, this does not imply human freedom is absolute. God can work in people’s heart to enable them making the decisions, which He intends. (#4) The Bible says: “The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD; he directs it like a watercourse wherever he pleases.” (Proverbs 21:1) The focus of the problem is “ Why does God work in some people’s hearts but not the others?”  God may be working in all people (to touch their hearts), yet He respects man’s free will and decides not to work in the others to make the decision for salvation. So, why does God only touch some people’s heart to accept salvation but not the others to make the same decision? The answer is: The secret things belong to the Lord our God. (#5) People often think that God should reveal everything to them. In fact, it is better for man to be humble, without God’s revelation, man cannot comprehend His mystery.
To be Good or Evil is determined by a decision. King Manasseh was a very bad king in Judah but he humbled himself before God during his distress. (#6) In contrast, King Saul was once chosen by God and was used by God greatly, he turned away from God and the evil spirit came upon him. (#7) There is an ancient Chinese saying “ To be righteous is determined by oneself”.  Whether a person can receive God’s grace is determined by his choice.
Day 1
Reflection on my way to win the prize
Meditation: To win the prize through grace
Scripture Memory Verse: “how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation?” (Hebrews 2:3)
Application: Who is in my heart to make decision? Does this decision maker make a decision for me to be “righteous: ?
Notes
1. J.D. Douglas ed.,The N.I.Dictionary Of the Christian Church (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House 1974),p.181
2. Jeremiah 17:9
3. Same as note 1, p. 70.
4. Philippians 2:13
5. Deuteronomy 29:29
6. 2 Chronicles 33:12
7. 1 Samuel 16:23
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2. To Receive the Prize is a Process
All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. (Matthew 10:22)
The probation period for being a citizen of heaven is a lifetime.
On probation is a period of time, not a one-time action. In general, it takes five years to be a US citizen. However, it takes a lifetime of tests in order to be a citizen of heaven.  Believers are “receiving the right to become children of God”. (#1) They need to wait for the redemption of their bodies, till then will they have their adoption of sons. (#2) So, if anyone thinks he has already gotten a guarantee ticket to heaven and does whatever he desires is making a big mistake. Mary Baxter wrote a book “The Divine Revelation of Hell”. In this book she depicts the experience that the Lord led her to the hell and she saw a female minister there. When this “minister” was still alive, she murdered her husband and the woman who had an affair with him, and then she committed suicide. (#3) Every believer must be watchful to be a good Christian during the “probation period” if pastor Mary Baxter’s experience is real. We should learn from Paul’s saying “ Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.” (#4)
The security of Christians is built on the faithfulness of God. We believe that God will complete the work of salvation until the days of Christ Jesus (#5). Yet, we should not forget about the main issue that the Lord protects His sheep. He says: “ My sheep listen to my voice, I know my sheep and they follow me. I give them eternal life and they will never die, no one can take them away from me.” Without the prerequisite of listening and following the Lord (Shepherd), there is no protection from the “stealing” by Satan (wolf).
Christians should know that we have no power to protect ourselves, just like the sheep. The Bible says: “So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall!” (#6) A wise Christian will commit himself in the hand of God and ask God to watch over his spiritual life. This person says to the Lord every day: “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” (#7)
Christians are the sheep of the Lord. They are predestined to walk through “green pastures” and the “valley of the shadow of death”. During good times, we should be grateful; during adversities, we should endure and wait upon the Lord because God promises us that after we have suffered a little while, He will restore us and make us strong, firm and steadfast. (#8)
Day 2
Reflection on my way to win the prize
Meditation:   The “probation period” of life
Scripture Memory Verse: “Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling.” (Philippians 2:12)
Application: Do I have the assurance that I have my part in God’s kingdom if the Lord comes today?
Notes
1. John 1:12
2. Romans 8:23
3. Mary K. Baxter, The Divine Revelation of Hell (Washington DC:Lowery International Inc. 2000) P.45
4. Philippians 3:12
5. Philippians 1:6
6. 1 Corinthians 10:12
7. Psalm 139:23-24
8. 1 Peter 5:10
Day 3 — A Life Worthy of the Prize
Day 3 — A Life Worthy of the Prize
A Life Worthy of the Prize
As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. (Ephesians 4:1)
The Life of a Christian should be worthy of the prize given by God
Since God does not show favoritism (#1), every Christian must live a life worthy of the calling in order to receive God’s prize. The experience of Israelites entering Canaan is a good example. The land of Canaan was a reward God gave to His chosen people. Many were baptized in the Red Sea but most of them died in the wilderness and could not enter the Promised Land except Joshua and Caleb.  The Bible says God was not pleased with most of them. (#2)  God is not pleased with nominal believers who do not have new life. The endings of those God dislikes are bad. God hated Esau and “turned his mountains into a wasteland and left his inheritance to the desert jackals.” (#3)  Esau represents those believers who have pious appearance but without the essence of piety. (#4)
God is pleased with those hearts after His own heart. (#5) He does not look at the outward appearance, but the heart. (#6) The real condition of a man is much more important than his appearance. God reproved the church in Sardis saying: “I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead.”  (#7) Recently, the Mayor of New York City made an announcement: 3rd grade students could not automatically go to 4th grade. Many parents are uneasy about this because they worry about their children will be “left back” due to failing the exam. Students without academic qualification being promoted to higher grade are self-deceiving because they will be rejected by the society in the future. In the same way, Christians without genuine new life are likewise deceiving themselves, because they will not be accepted by the Lord in the future. (#8)
In the Beatitudes (#9), Jesus mentioned the blessedness for the eight kinds of people in heaven:
The Poor in Spirit. This kind of people know their inadequacy and are willing to depend on God
The People Who Mourn.  This kind of people feel remorse for their sins.
The Meek.  This kind of people overcome their bad temper during trials
The People Who Hunger & Thirst for Righteousness. This kind of people’s spirits are revived and they desire righteousness.
The Merciful. This kind of people have the heart of the Lord
The Pure in Heart.  This kind of people have true faith and heavenly hope.
The Peacemakers.  This kind of people have the calling to be the channels of peace.
The People Who are Persecuted because of Righteousness.  This kind of people are Christ like.
The above eight kinds of people represent the eight characteristics a Christian should pursue. These characteristics are Christ’s fragrance. In order to have this fragrance, Christians are to pay a price. A poet once said “Plum must endure the frigid weather in order to have the sweet fragrance.”
Day 3
Reflection on my way to win the prize
Meditation: A life worthy of the prize
Scripture Memory Verse: “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.” (Philippians 1:21)
Application: What is the most important priority in my life?
Notes
1. Acts 10:34
2. 1 Corinthians 10:1-5
3. Malachi 1:3
4. Malachi 1:6-7
5. Acts 13:22
6. 1 Samuel 16:7
7. Revelation 3:1
8. Matthew 7:21-23
9. Matthew 5:1-12
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Live On the Word That Comes From The Mouth Of God
Remember your word to your servant, for you have given me hope.
My comfort in my suffering is this: your promise preserves my life (Psalm 119:49-50)
Lord’s Word is Spirit and Life
The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life (John 6:63)
God’s word is God’s manifestation, it’s also man’s life.
According to ancient Chinese belief, the emperor is the highest authority to be obeyed by civilians.  When the emperor is not present, his decree is his representative.  Refusing to accept the decree means rebelling against the king and it is a crime resulting in death penalty.  God uses this Chinese tradition which lasts for thousands of years to prepare Chinese to accept this principle: God is human being’s highest authority because He is the creator of the universe and all living beings.  His Word is His representative. Whoever obeys His Word lives.  This is the reason why Jesus said to His disciples “ The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.” (#1)
The Bible says “ By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth.” (#2) Here, God’s “command” is “words”, “words” comes from “breath” which is spirit. So in Greek both “wind” and “spirit” is the same single word. Hence, “words” and “spirit” is the creator of all living beings, “words” is the “Word”, and the “Word” became flesh is Jesus Christ. (#3) The Bible says “For by him all things were created:” (#4) here, “spirit” is the Holy Spirit, also “the Spirit of the Lord”. (#5) When God created the world,  “the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.” (#6) So “God”, “Word”(Christ), and “Spirit” are the creator. That is why God said “Let us make man in our image.” (#7) God is one (#8), yet in plural (#9). This is the mystery of the heaven up above and there is no such concept on earth. Believers need faith to accept this truth.
Since God’s word is God’s manifestation and God is the fountain of life (#10), we should love God’s word as we love our lives. Many people in the world “love money as their lives”, but they cannot bring even a penny with them when they die. This is such a great disappointment and emptiness.  Hopefully believers would realize this fact and love God’s word from the bottom of their hearts. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. (#11) May we love God and obey His word with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our mind, relying on Him for He is our life. (#12)
Day 4
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation: the importance of God’s word
 	Scripture Memory Verse: “Great peace have they who love your law, and nothing 
                                                        can make them stumble.” (Psalm 119:165)
	Application: Do I daily read and meditate on God’s word?
Notes
1. John 6:63
2. Psalm 33:6
3. John 1:14
4. Colossians 1:16
5. 2 Corinthians 3:17; Romans 8:16; Galatians 4:6
6. Genesis 1:2
7. Genesis 1:26
8. Deuteronomy 6:4
9. Matthew 28:19
10. Psalm 36:9
11. Luke 21:33
12. Deuteronomy 30:20
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Man comes to know God through the Word
               God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” (Exodus 3: 14)
Man must receive God’s revelation in order to come to know Him.
In order to gain knowledge, man must get it through experience and logical reasoning.  Man’s experience includes the five senses and the experience of the soul. Logical reasoning belongs to the area of science. To receive revelation belongs to the area of experience, it is apart from the area of science. Man must receive God’s revelation in order to understand God and the knowledge of salvation. God’s word is His revelation. (#1) Without God’s word, man is like walking in darkness, so the Bible says: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.” (#2) The unfolding of God’s words gives light; it gives understanding to the simple. (#3) This is the light of truth; it can awaken people and turn them from evil to the right way. The biblical story of the prodigal son is a good example.
Man who knows God’s word is truly set free (#4). This is just like a person walking freely in the light. There was once when I was serving for college ministry in California, a sister from the Seventh-day Adventist church came to me complaining that it was wrong for her boyfriend to play tennis on Saturday. This sister didn’t understand the true meaning of Sabbath is to receive the peace through believing in the Lord (#5), neither did she realize the Sabbath is only a shadow but Christ is the reality (#6). Hence she could not enjoy the freedom to play ball on Saturdays.
Man not only needs knowledge to enjoy freedom, but also the strength. When a person drives to a destination, he needs the map and the gasoline as well. The former is knowledge and the latter is strength.  God’ s words are spirit. (#7) When we receive God’s words, we gain the strength to do what we have to do. The Bible says: “No one can say “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.” (#8) Therefore when we preach the Word of God, the Holy Spirit moves people’s hearts to accept the Gospel.  The conversion of Lydia is a good example (#9).
Since we must depend on God’s word in order to have knowledge and strength to receive salvation, we should get rid of all moral filth and  the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you. (#10) The Word of God enables us to resist sin, sin can also make us turn away from the Word of God. Therefore we should receive God’s Word with a holy and humble heart. When we read the Bible, we need to pray that the light of God shines upon our heart, so that we may realize our wrong doing . When we listen to God’s Word, we should listen to what God wants us to listen but not what we prefer to listen.  The words God wants us to listen to are healthy spiritual food. The words we prefer to listen are always junk food and they don’t benefit our spiritual growth.
After we listen and understand the Word of God, we need to have King David’s heart. King David was a man after God’s heart and he would do everything God wanted him to do. (#11) Christians should never have the heart of Johanan. He was a Jewish leader during the prophet Jeremiah’s time. His heart is to know God will but not necessarily obey God’s will.  He requested Jeremiah to pray to God to find out whether he should bring the remnant to flee to Egypt. He promised Jeremiah that “Whether it is favorable or unfavorable, we will obey the LORD our God.” (#12) But when the word of the LORD came to them to tell them not to go to Egypt, Johanan broke his promise and he not obeyed God’s word. And those who went to Egypt and did not listen to God word died in Egypt miserably.
Day 5
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation: To know God through revelation
Scripture Memory Verse: Therefore everyone who hears these words ofmine 
                                                      and puts them into practice is like a wise man who 
                                                      built his house on the rock. (Matthew 7:24)
Application:  To learn and to understand  what is the ultimate purpose of God’s 
                                   Word?
Notes
1. 2 Timothy 3:16
2. Psalm 119:105
3. Psalm 119:130
4. John 8:32
5. Hebrews 4:3
6. Colossians 2:16-17
7. John 6:63
8. 1 Corinthians 12:3
9. Acts 16:14-15
10. James 1:21
11. Acts 13:22
12. Jeremiah 42:6
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6. Guard the Sound Doctrine
               What you have heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus (2 Timothy 1:13)
Christians must have pure faith.
Christians are good soldiers of Christ Jesus (#1), and the sword they need is the sword of the Spirit which is the word of God. (#2)  If Christians do not have pure faith, they are just like warriors without swords for self-defense.  Believers who do not have pure faith are usually fall into the following three conditions.
Replace God’s word with man’s word.  During the time of the prophet Jeremiah, there was a false prophet Hananiah preached lies. He said that the LORD would break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon off the neck of all the nations within two years.  God told Jeremiah to condemn Hananiah for preaching lies and to predict that he would die in that same year. As a result in the seventh month of that same year, Hananiah died. (#3)
Pervade man’s word into God’s word. Nowadays many preachers pervade man’s opinions into biblical truth to teach those naïve followers. They said “Christians must speak in tongue in order to be saved.”  However, speak in tongue is one of the many spiritual gifts and it is listed as the last one. (#4)
Take the literal meaning instead of the true meaning. Biblical teaching always mentions aspects of cultures, e.g. During Apostle Paul time, women covered with veils were to show modesty. Today, women wear veils to keep warm or to follow the dress codes.  Nowadays, showing modesty is by dressing and talking properly not by covering with veils.
Bible says “for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life” (#5), so God sees those who understand and practice the true meaning of God’s word as believers with the Lord’s life in them.  The Bible warns man not to add or change anything to the word of God or else the plagues described in the Bible will be upon them. (#6) Even though some people did not add words to the Bible but they add meanings to it. It is very unwise to do so.
Some people add their personal meaning into the Bible to teach followers in order to gain benefits. For example, some pastors teach classes for speaking in tongues. This is against the teaching of the Bible that “speaking in tongues is given by the Holy Spirits as he determines.” (#7) The Bible teaches us to be “a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth” (#8). Only those who are upright would not do things against the teaching of the Bible for the sake of getting personal benefits. For the one with shameful conscience do not have the concept of right and wrong.
People with different views should communicate and respect each other in the Lord.  The Bible says “there is no one righteous, not even one.” (#9)  We should not criticize and ignore each other because God wants us be united in Christ. (#10) We need to encourage each other in the Lord, do not go astray in your faith because of a dishonest conscience for our God is the one whom we must serve with a clear conscience. (#11)
Day 6
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation: Keep the Pure Faith
Scripture Memory Verse: You must teach what is in accord with sound 
                                                       doctrine. (Titus 2:1)
Application:  Am I a person without shame before the Lord?
Notes
1. 2 Timothy 2:3
2. Ephesians 6:17
3. Jeremiah 28:15-17
4. 1 Corinthians 12:28
5. 2 Corinthians 3:6
6. Revelation 22:18
7. 1 Corinthians 12:10-11
8. 2 Timothy 2:15
9. Romans 3:10
10. John 17:20-21
11. 2 Timothy 1:3
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Keep God’s Word in Heart
          I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. (Psalm 119: 11)
Christians should surrender to God’s lordship.
Those who recite the Bible are the ones keeping God’s word in mind; those who let God taking control of their lives are the ones keeping God’s word in heart. According to Ephesians 5:18-20 and Colossians 3:16-17, filling with the Holy Spirit is the same as keeping God’s word in heart. The effect of the above two conditions is the same—speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.  Sing and make music in our heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. During the time when Paul and Silas were in prison for the sake of the Gospel in Philippi, they always gave thanks to God and praised God (#1).  So according to the Bible, Paul and Silas are the ones filled with Holy Spirit and they keep God’s word in their hearts. Reciting the Bible and speaking in tongues are not the supreme manifestations of believers’ spiritual life. Believers’ lives being under the control of God’s word is the manifestation of spirituality.
Why do we have to keep God’s word in heart? The answer is: we might not sin against God (#2).  Those who can recite the Bible are stronger than those who cannot; those who understand the Bible are stronger than those who recite but do not understand the Bible. Those who are under the control of the teachings of the Bible are stronger than those who understand the Bible but are not under the control of it. To read the Bible is to understand it, to understand it is to put its teachings into action; to put Biblical teachings in action is to please God and not to sin against God.  Believers who do not sin against God give good testimony, those who give good testimony can glorify God, those glorify God achieve their life purpose (#3).   Those who can achieve life purpose have joy and satisfaction in their hearts. This joy does not come from good circumstances, it comes from God.  This is just like Paul and Silas when they were in prison in Philippi, during the time of adversity, they were still joyful.  Thus, the ultimate goal Christians pursue is not the gaining of knowledge and the favor of man; it’s the abundant life and the joy of the Lord. Surely we have to put efforts in gaining knowledge (#4) and favor of man (#5), but we have to remember that “knowledge” is for the growth of spiritual life and “favor of man” is to please God.
Apostle Peter tells us: For we have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God (#6). The Lord compares man’s hearts to four different soils in the Parable of the Sower (#7).
the path:  hardened hearts (the evil one snatches away)
rocky places: non-committing hearts (give up half way)
thorns: secular hearts (love the world more than God)
good soil: hearts being controlled by God’s Word  (bear the fruit of the Spirit and Gospel)
Hoping that we concern more of our spiritual condition than whether others are being perfect. Don’t put too much time and effort in talking behind others’ backs and gossiping.   We should try our best to guard our heart, make it good soil for bearing fruits. For our heart is the wellspring of life.
Day 7
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation: Sanctification through the Word of God
Scripture Memory Verse: “How can a young man keep his way pure?  
                                                       By living according to your word. (Psalm 119:9)
Application:  How should I re-evaluate and improve my spiritual life?
Notes
1. Acts 16:25
2. Psalm 119:11
3. Isaiah 43:7
4. 2 Peter 3:18
5. Luke 2:52
6. 1 Peter 1:23
7. Matthew 13:4-9
Day 8 — Live Out the Life and Proclaim the Word
Day 8 — Live Out the Life and Proclaim the Word
Live out the Life through Preaching the Word
          You. may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in
         a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe 
as you hold out the word of life. (Philippians 2:15-16)
God’s word becomes the life of born again Christians.
Lord Jesus is “word” becomes “flesh” living among us (#1). The new life of a Christian comes from the sprouting of God’s word (#2).  God’s word is the way; the new life’s character of a Christian is the “virtue”. So “morals” comes from God’s word. Apart from God’s way there is no sense of morals, it is not surprised that the moral standard of this non-believed world is falling out of the scale. The Bible tells of the story of a Samaritan woman (#3).  We see a change in the woman’s life. Before she believed in Jesus Christ, she did not care about the needs of others. After she believed, she put down what she was doing and brought people to Christ (#4).  The woman showed the virtue of caring for others in her life after she received the word of God. The whole village of Samaritan came to Jesus because they saw the change of this woman’s life after she believed in Jesus.  Therefore, a person’s life reflects how real of his acceptance of God’s word. Just as Jesus said, “Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.” (#5)
The Lord truly cares whether a person has new life. He spoke to Nicodemus: “No one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.” (#6) Because the kingdom of God is invisible, it’s “in a person’s heart” (#7); so it can not be seen by human eyes. The 
Greek word “kingdom”(βασιλεια) means reign. This implies that only those who accept God’s reign belong to God’s people. Whether a person belongs to God’s people is determined by God and it’s not based on that person’s own belief. “Righteousness by faith” means that even though we are not righteous, we are proclaimed as righteous because of our faith in Christ and we believe that Christ died for our sin.  The Bible says, “ Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord does not count against him.” (#8). God is the truth, He is the origin of everything; He is the standard of all beings in the universe. He cannot disown himself (#9), so He does not contradict himself. Since He said that only born again person can enter the kingdom of God (#10), those who did not born again yet should not think they are qualified to enter the kingdom of God without meeting God’s requirement.  They will definitely regret in the future for not being allowed to enter the gate of the heavenly kingdom. (#11)
Because God is love (#12), the character of a new life in God is love. A born again Christian naturally reflects God’s love in his life.  After Lydia believed in Christ, she received God’s messengers with love. She said to Paul and his companions, “If you consider me a believer in the Lord, come and stay at my house.” (#13)  Jesus said “He who receives you receives me.” (#14)   A person with new life in Christ should receive the Lord’s servants, just as receiving the Lord, for this is the Lord’s teaching. This also expresses the Chinese saying 愛屋及烏: love for a person extends to those connected with that person. May we, the ones with new life, show our love to witness for the Lord’s truth so that others may see God in us. May God’s truth not only being in our life but also reflecting through our life; and becomes the life of all people. This is the Lord’s will. Jesus once said, “ I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” (#15)
Day 8
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation: Live out the word of God
Scripture Memory Verse: “For on account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and putting their faith in him.” (John 12:11)
Application:  In which area of my life I need to change in order to reflect God in me?
Notes
1. John 1:14
2. 1 Peter 1:23
3. John 4:15
4. John 4:28
5. Matthew 7:20
6. John 3:3
7. Luke 17:21
8. Psalm 32:2
9. 2 Timothy 2:13
10. John 3:5
11. Matthew 7:23
12. 1 John 4:8
13. Acts 16:15
14. Matthew 10:40
15. John 10:10
Day 9 — Be a Good Soldier and Overcome Satan with God’s Word
Day 9 — Be a Good Soldier and Overcome Satan with God’s Word
Be a good soldier of God and overcome Satan with God’s Word  
          Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. (James 4:7)
Those who obey God’s word have victories over Satan.
Satan was the fallen angel (#1), his camp is in hell. During Saul’s time there was a witch who saw “a spirit (evil spirit) coming up out of the ground.” (#2) The author of the book “A Divine Revelation of Hell” pastor Mary Baxter describes the experience of the Lord brought her down to the hell in her book. She said the hell is in the center of the Earth (#3), many evil spirits coming up out of the hell through some funnel like tunnels (#4). The Bible says, “the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” (#5)  Paul once said in Corinthian church that false apostles are Satan’s workmen, and Satan masquerades as an angel of light. (#6)   Lord Jesus mentions in the book of Revelation that the devil will put some people of the church in Smyrna in prison. (#7)  Christians should believe the existence of Satan.
Satan is a being belonging to the spiritual realm and does not afraid of weapons but does afraid of the Word of God. When Jesus casted out the demons and ordered them to come out, they immediately came out. (#8)  During the three temptations of Jesus, Lord Jesus resisted the devil with the Word of God and the devil left him for a time. (#9) We can see that the spiritual war between God and Satan is a long-term war until the time when Satan is thrown into the lake of burning sulfur.  (#10)   Therefore, a person with wisdom is to be the soldier of Christ, always being alert and carrying the sword of the Spirit (the word of God) (#11) to protect himself from the devil.  A fool does not know the existence of Satan, does not put on the word of God to prepare himself and cannot resist the trend of this secular world (#12). If he is captured by Satan and becomes the slave of Satan (#13), he with Satan will be thrown into the lake of burning sulfur together. (#14)
How can a Christian overcome Satan?  The Bible reveals to us, “They overcame him (Satan) by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.” (#15)  In order to overcome Satan, a Christian needs to have the following three qualifications:
Cleanse one’s sin with the blood of Christ. (#16)  There is a Chinese saying, “doing good deeds cannot compensate one’s wicked sins”.  Doing good is a person’s responsibility and does not give that person merit to offset wrongdoing.  Therefore a person cannot compensate his wrong doings. E.g. Speeding gets a ticket and it will not be voided if the person has a good driving record. Not only do Christians admit sins but also walk in the light. In doing so, the blood of Christ washes away all our sins. (#17)
Proclaim not following Satan.  God gives us the freedom to choose. If a person proclaims that he does not follow the word of Satan, Satan can not force him to do so. (#18)
Be faithful to God until death; Resist the devil until death. Daniel had three friends who were not afraid of death (#19), so they overcame Satan. Even they were thrown into the blazing furnace, the Lord was with them. (#20)
In order to be a believer with victory, a Christian must have a heart which does not afraid of suffering. Therefore, Paul once warned Timothy, “Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.”(#21)
Day 9
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation: To have victory over Satan by the Word of God
Scripture Memory Verse: “Put on the full armor of God so that you can take  
                                                        your stand against the devil’s schemes.” (Ephesians 6:11)
Application:  What is the quality of my spiritual life now (a good soldier, a mercenary,
                                    a pampered soldier or a deserter) ?
Notes
1. Isaiah 14:14-15
2. 1 Samuel 28:11
3. Mary K. Baxter, A Divine Revelation Of Hell (Washington DC:Lowery In. Inc., 2000) P.16
4. Same as note 3, p. 33.
5. 1 Peter 5:8
6. 2 Corinthians 11:13-15
7. Revelation 2:10
8. Luke 4:36
9. Luke 4:13
10. Revelation 20:10
11. Ephesians 6:17
12. 2 Timothy 4:10
13. Hebrews 2:15
14. Revelation 20:10
15. Revelation 12:11
16. Revelation 1:5
17. 1 John 1:7-9
18. Matthew 4:11
19. Daniel 3:18
20. Daniel 3:25
21. 2 Timothy 2:3
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Accomplish the Work by the Spirit of God
No one can say Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:3)
10. Longing for the Streams of Living Water
If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him (John 7:37-38)
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. (#1)
It is important for a person to have a heart hungers and thirsts for righteousness because they will be filled by the Spirit of God.  A man can bring a cow to the side stream side but cannot force the cow to drink the water. In the same way, I can invite a person to listen to the Gospel but I cannot force him to receive the Holy Spirit. Therefore, Lord Jesus invites those who thirst and hunger to come to him to receive the streams of living water which is the Holy Spirit. (#2) If a person does not have the Spirit of God, he is not belonging to Christ (#3).  Only those who feel their spirits are thirsty and hungry and they are willing to come to the Lord are they able to receive the Holy Spirit. Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (#4)  “Poor” means “poor in spirit”. Therefore the Gospel is prepared for the poor in spirit. In the Old Testament, it predicted that the work of the Messiah was “to preach the good news to the poor.” (#5)  Lord Jesus once quoted this Old Testament prophecy, and then said, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” (#6)  Lord Jesus was not ignoring those who were not poor in spirit but respect their own decision, for God does not force people to accept salvation.
The Bible records the story of “The Rich Man and Lazarus” (#7).  Some people believe that the rich man did not receive salvation because he had money; Lazarus received salvation because he was poor.  This is a mistake! Whether a person receives salvation depends on whether the heart hungers and thirsts, not on earthly wealth.  In the future whether it is in heaven or in hell, there will be a lot of people who were either poor or rich when they lived their earthly lives.  Of course it may be easier for the poor to come to Christ because poverty may lead people to return to their source while the rich people may be just like the rich man “live in luxury every day” (#8) and neglect the salvation of their spirits.  The Bible says, “How shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation?” (#9) May the people with wisdom on this earth can remember this Bible warning.
“Longing for God” is the appetite of a person’s spirit. In general, people who exercise and work with labor have better appetite because they know their need.  In the same way, those who serve in ministries know that they need spiritual food.  Apollos is exactly this kind of people. The Bible says that Apollos was “a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures”, in Achaia “a great help to those who by grace had believed.”  Because Apollos knew his need, he willingly accepted the teaching of Priscilla and Aquila. (#10) May those lives who are in Christ can serve the Lord devotedly and not being believers who do nothing but talk and listen. (#11)
Day 10
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation: Those who long for the “Living Water” receive it
Scripture Memory Verse: “Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.”
                                                       (Col. 3:2)
Application: Am I being filled by the Holy Spirit?
Notes
1. Matthew 5:6
2. John 7:37-38
3. Romans 8:9
4. Matthew 5:3
5. Isaiah 61:1
6. Luke 4:21
7. Luke 16:19-31
8. Luke 16:19
9. Hebrews 2:3
10. Acts 18:25-27
11. Acts 17:21
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11. Listen to the Gentle Whisper
After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. 
And after the fire came a gentle whisper (1 King 19:12)
God speaks to a person through the Holy Spirit (the voice of God)
The Bible says, “The voice of the LORD is over the waters. The voice of the LORD is powerful.” (#1)  Then it says, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.” (#2)  The above Scripture implies that: the voice of God is the manifestation of the Spirit of God. In the story of the prodigal son, before the son came back home, he heard the voice of the Holy Spirit in his heart calling him to go home and not to wander around. (#3)  When Elijah was in the cave, he heard the gentle voice of the God calling him to go back the way he came and turn his zeal into action for serving the Lord. (#4) The voice of the LORD is powerful. During the creation, “When he thunders, the waters in the heavens roar.” (#5)  When He speaks to a person, the person has to bow down and listen. Paul believed in Christ because he heard a voice calling him to repent and believe in the Lord. (#6)
When a person needs to speak to another person, he can use a landline phone or wireless mobile phone. When God needs to speak to a person, there is a voice. This voice may either via through the air to a person or directly to into a person’s heart. The former it through the “landline”; the latter is through the “wireless”. During the time of the priest Eli, the LORD did not speak because the two sons of Eli sinned and influenced the people to sin in the temple of God (#7).  The Bible says, “In those days the word of the lord was rare; there were not many visions.” (#8)  When a child of God cannot hear the voice of God because disobedience, he suffers badly.  When my children were still young, my wife punished them for disobedience by not talking to them both for a period of time. My children felt devastated and they apologized to their mother. Then my wife resumed talking to them. To the children, silent treatment was harder to bear than being hit or scolded.
When a believer falls into a condition where he receives nothing from the message, lose the zeal to read the Bible and does not get anything out of Bible study; he may be getting a “silent treatment” from God. When a person has Christ in his life, he must feel devastated. Under this condition, a believer should sincerely repent and wait upon the Lord, he should not be like the prophet Elijah praying for death. (#9)  Waiting upon the Lord is the only way out during adversity. Always remember: suicide is a sin of “murder” (#10), murders will be rejected to enter the city of the new Jerusalem in the future (#11).  Always remember what the Bible says, “Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry.” (#12) A person who does not listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit may turn into a wicked person.
Day 11
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation: Listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit
Scripture Memory Verse: “Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed 
                                                        Rejoice.” ( Psalm 51:8)
Application: Should I practice the principle of being quick to listen, speaking less, and serving more?
Notes
1. Psalm 29:3-4
2. Genesis 1:1-2
3. Luke 15:17
4. 1 Kings 19:12-16
5. Jeremiah 10:12-13
6. Acts 9:3-8
7. 1 Samuel 2:22-24
8. 1 Samuel 3:1
9. 1 Kings 19:4
10. Exodus 20:13
11. Revelation 22:15
12. James 1:19
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12.   Empty the Wineskins to Pour in New Wine
Neither do men pour new wine into old wineskins… they pour new wine into new wineskins. (Matt. 9:17)
Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. (Ephe. 5:18)
A Christian should receive the indwelling of the Holy Spirit with a pure heart.
A couple who is getting marry soon will prepare the bridal chamber, a pregnant mother will have a crib ready for the baby. A wine seller will have clean and good conditioned wineskins ready. This is natural and reasonable. The Bible says, “Wine makes life merry” (#1) and it can be used as antiseptic (#2).  Wine and oil in the Bible represent God’s blessing (#3). David said to God in Psalms, “You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.” (#4)  “the cup of blessing” is the meaning translated into Chinese Bible version. The original text is “my cup” in Hebrew. According to the local culture of that time, this would have meant a wine cup. If this is the case, it is the wine overflows. Reading from the perspective of the Bible, if we believe “oil” is the anointment of the Holy Spirit; “wine” is the filling of the Holy Spirit. The “cup: should then be the life of a believer.  A born again Christian has the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. This is the truth a Christian must know. The Bible says, “Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temples and that God’s Spirit lives in you?” (#5)  Again it says, “You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you.” (#6)
If the Spirit of God lives in our hearts, we should receive the Holy Spirit properly. The most important is holiness because the Bible says, “Without holiness no one will see the Lord.” (#7)  The reason the Spirit of Lord departed from Saul (#8) was because he sinned and not repented (#9)  The Holy Spirit is God, and he cannot tolerate iniquities (#10).  I remember going to Hong Kong for a funeral and staying in a relative’s house. I cannot tolerate the mess in the house and my wife and I left the second day and lived in YMCA.  I believe “simple” is not equivalent to “messy”.  A believer should live a simple life but not in a messy condition. Whether rich or poor, a Christian should be a witness of “neat and tidy” living.
The Bible compares “wine” to the Holy Spirit.  It says, “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.” (#11)  A person to be filled by the Holy Spirit means the person is controlled by the Holy Spirit, just like a drunken person is controlled by the wine. During the Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came to rest on each of the disciple. Some unbelievers mad fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” (#12)  A Holy Spirit-filled person is a person being controlled by the Holy Spirit. This inner surrender and obedience to God is manifested in the character of a believer. The believe chose righteousness over sins.  Because the believer keeps his heart clean and pure, the Holy Spirit continues to dwell in his heart. The word “filled” (πληρουσθε) in the phrase “filled with the Holy Spirit” in the Bible is 2nd person. Plural. Present. Imperative. Passive. (#13)  The present tense of a verb in Greek is used to imply a continuous action. So, a believer filled by the Holy Spirit is not a once for all event, it is a continuous action. Therefore, a Christian must always emptying himself in order to be being filled by the Holy Spirit.
Day 12
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation: Ask the Holy Spirit to dwell in your heart
Scripture Memory Verse: “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew an upright spirit within me.” (Psalm 51:10)
Application: What is “holiness” in the eyes of God?
Notes
1. Ecclesiastes 10:19
2. Luke 10:34
3. Joel 2:24
4. Psalm 23:5
5. 1 Corinthians 3:16
6. Romans 8:9
7. Hebrews 12:14
8. 1 Samuel 16:14
9. 1 Samuel 15:19-23
10. Isaiah 59:2
11. Ephesians 5:18
12. Acts 2:13
13. The Analytical Greek Lexicon (London: Samuel Bagster & Sons 1967) P.329
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13. My Will is Renewed Daily by the Holy Spirit
The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from
 or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit. (John 3:8)
The rebirth of a man is from obeying the Holy Spirit, because the Holy Spirit is like 
wind blowing according to God’s will.
The ancients believed “obeying the will of the heavens gives life, against its will brings 
death. Chinese believe that “the heavens” is God. Since the Holy Spirit is one of the Trinity God (#1), so obedient to the Holy Spirit is the requirement for a man to be born again. The Bible always compares the Holy Spirit to wind. Wherever the Holy Spirit goes, there is often an effect like the coming of wind. This happened during the Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came.  The Bible says “Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.” (#2)  One thing difficult to understand is that the Greek word for ‘wind’ and ‘spirit’ is exactly the same word. Man cannot order the wind but listen to it. A sailor has to sail with the wind in order to go to the destination smoothly.  So there came this proverb “Seeing the wind then steer the rudder. In Chinese history, Zhuge Liang made use of the east wind for a fire attack at Red Cliffs. This was because he had a scientific mind; he could predict the direction of the wind on the day of the battle. Yet he did not have the power to command the wind and rain.
Those who obey the wind will receive the blessings of it. This is the law of the nature. Whether a man is flying a kite or a plane, he would respect this law. Likewise, only those who obey the Holy Spirit would receive the blessings of the Holy Spirit. This is the spiritual law. The Bible says “and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him." (#3)  So those who do not obey God would not receive the Holy Spirit. Therefore, it is important for Christians to obey God. Apostle Peter was willing to be imprisoned in order to obey God. He said “We must obey God rather than men!” (#4)   When apostle Paul believed the Lord, he listened to the Lord’s command and stayed in Damascus to wait. Because of his obedience, Ananias laid hands on him and prayed, and he received the Holy Spirit and God’s healing. (#5) This testifies what the Bible says “The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace;” (#6)
To obey God is to put down one’s personal desire in order to accept God’s will. Learning to obey God is the lifelong discipline of a Christian. Because Christians are in flesh and follow the desire of the flesh. Even apostle Paul, a spiritual person, said “For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing.” (#7)   Did not Paul once say “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.” (#8)  Why would he be weak? The fact is this: a Christian to obeying God is not just a one time decision; it is a day by day continuous decision. As long as Christians are in flesh, they are to have inner struggles. So the Bible warns us “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.” (#9)  The more a Christian relies on the power of the Holy Spirit to obey God, the less he will follow the desire of the flesh. This is just like the principle of a plane flying on the sky. The gravity pulls down the plane and causes it to fall. The lifting force of the current in the sky comes from the wind as a supporting force for the plane. Only through relying on this force is the plane able to not falling down. In this simile, the plane represents a new life of a Christian, “wind” represents the Holy Spirit, and the gravity represents the evil desire of the flesh. A plane must rely on the “wind” (the current) so it does not fall down; Christian must rely on the Holy Spirit so he may not stumble. This is the law that everyone should obey.
Day 13
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation: Obey the Holy Spirit
Scripture Memory Verse: “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me;  
                                                       yet not my will, but yours be done." (Luke 22:42)
Application:  As I serve the Lord, do I spend enough time to pray?
Notes
1. Matthew 28:19
2. Acts 2:2
3. Acts 5:32
4. Acts 5:29
5. Acts 9:17
6. Romans 8:6
7. Romans 7:19
8. Galatians 2:20
9. Galatians 5:25
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14. Offer Living Sacrifice with Reverence in Altar’s Fire
For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God. (Deut 4:24)
But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, … He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and with fire. (Matt 3:11)
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:3, as cited in the source)
Holy Spirit is fire, so Christians should respect and be careful.
Because our God is not only love (#1) but also righteous (#2), He will judge the world with righteous in the future (#3). The prophet Isaiah predicted that the Lord will be coming with fire and He will bring down his rebuke with flames of fire. (#4)  Apostle Peter once predicted that the world will be consumed by fire (#5).  Today’s society is the one pursuing for enjoyment. People in general are absorbed in enjoyment and ignore the consequence; therefore, many people are in debt with credit card companies and could not find a way out.  Many people come to church these days love to listen to the message of God’s loving kindness, yet disregarding the message of God’s righteousness. They do not believe such a loving God will be angrily judging people. They do not care whether this world will be consumed with fire in the future. They are just concerned whether their desires are satisfied.  This is the childishness of an ostrich burying its head, a sickness of postmodern people.  A Christian should realize that he should become blameless and pure child of God without fault in this crooked and depraved generation. (#6)  The Bible says, “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our "God is a consuming fire." (#7)
When the disciples gathered to pray during Pentecost, the Holy Spirit seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. (#8) So the Holy Spirit is the holy fire of God. Fire can benefit people, but it can also burn and destroy them; otherwise, fire departments would not need to exist. The ancient Chinese had the classic of “Success is Xiao He, Defeat is also Xiao He”.  This classic comes from the story of Han Xin. Due to the fact that Han Xin did not gain the trust from Liu Bang, Han Xin decided to leave. When Xiao He found out, he immediately chase him back overnight and recommend Liu Bang to honor him as army commander.  Later people credited Xiao He for the defeat of Xiang Yu by Han Xin because of his recommendation. Then later on when Liu Bang manipulated and forced Han Xin to rebel in order to protect himself. The night before the rebellion, Xiao He induced Han Xin to go to the palace and arrested him.  As a result, Han Xin was in a total failure. We can learn from this historical event that if Han Xin represents apostates who once tasted the sweetness of the Lord’s grace; Xiao He represents the role of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit can give us life and peace (#9), renewal (#10), and God’s love (#11). The Holy Spirit can also make our sin be not forgiven (#12). To those who once received grace and now stumble, this can be “success is from the Holy Spirit; defeat is also from the Holy Spirit”
Why would the Holy Spirit make a man’s sin not be forgiven? It’s because of blasphemes against the Holy Spirit. (#13) What does it mean to blaspheme against the Holy Spirit?  After the Lord Jesus said “however blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven", the disciple Mark added “He said this because they were saying, "He has an evil spirit." (#14)   The Bible commentator Albert Barnes explained the meaning of blasphemy (βλασθημηση, as written in the source) against the Holy Spirit as man not respecting and fearing God, plus not justly adding the bad qualities and unrighteous acts on God (#15). We are the people belong to God and we should respect and fear Him and also seek God’s glory. (#16)   For the falling short of the glory of God is sin. (#17)
Day 14
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation:  Respect and fear the Holy Spirit
Scripture Memory Verse: “Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind 
            of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward 
            to the day of God and speed its coming." (2 Peter 3:11-12)
Application:  How could I be more enthusiastic in serving the Lord?
Notes
1. 1 John 4:8
2. 1 John 1:9
3. 1 Peter 2:23
4. Isaiah 66:15
5. 2 Peter 3:7
6. Philippians 2:15
7. Hebrews 12:28-29
8. Acts 2:3
9. Romans 8:6
10. Titus 3:5
11. Romans 5:5
12. Matthew 12:31
13. Mark 3:28
14. Mark 3:29-30
15. Albert Barnes, Barnes’ Notes on the NT (Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications 1970)P44
16. 1 Corinthians 10:31
17. Romans 3:23
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15. The Coming of the Messenger Dove Gives Peace to Heart
“
“The Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased." (Luke 3:22)
“When the dove returned to him in the evening, there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the water had receded from the earth. (Genesis 8:11)
Holy Spirit is like a dove, He is the author of peace.
Why would man named dove as “dove of peace”? Because when God used the flood to destroy the world, Noah in the ark received a message from the dove that the water had receded from the earth.  Since then, dove is a symbol of peace.  Because the Holy Spirit gives peace (#1), the coming of the Holy Spirit implies the coming of peace.  When Jesus Christ was baptized, the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. This let us see: The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is the presence of God; the presence of God brings men peace.  The birth of Jesus Christ is God’s presence with men. (#2)  When Jesus was born, the angels brought the Good News proclaiming “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” (#3)  With the presence of God, men are just like babies are with their loving mothers, feeling peaceful and secured. It is just like what the Bible describes: “ I have stilled and quieted my soul; like a weaned child with its mother.” (#4)  This peace is the result of the reconciliation between God and men. (#5) It’s not the peace as the world gives. (#6) 
The peace of the world is “no mishap” which means no worry and pain. Yet the peace given by the Lord is “satisfied” which means the heart is refreshed and at ease. (#7) The former is negative but the latter is positive.
It is important for man to have peace of heart because it is one of the requirements for God to hear our prayers.  The prayer of a man with an irritable heart is ineffective. The Bible says: “Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart.” (#8)  During the time when Hannah prayed to God for a son, after she finished praying and left the temple; her face was not downcast. (#9). Paul said “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (#10) According to the explanation of the Bible commentator Barnes: The peace given by God keeps the praying heart from worry and annoyance, it makes the one who prays be pleased by God.” (#11)
Peace is the result of reconciliation between God and men. Christians should pursue to please God. (#12)  The consequence of not to please God is bad. The Holy Spirit revealed to Paul saying: “God was not pleased with most of them (those Israelites wondering in the wilderness); their bodies were scattered over the desert.” (#13)  God was pleased with King David and He chose him to be the king of Israel.  King David did things according to God’s will (#14), walked before the Lord in the land of living (#15). He walked with God day by day so his heart was glad, his spirit was joyful and his body rested secure. (#16)
The Bibles says: “the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace.” (#17), it continues: “righteousness and peace kiss each other.” (#18) Therefore men need to walk in righteousness in order to have peace, and walking in righteousness is the result of being controlled by the Holy Spirit. May Christians who love the Lord follow the lead of the Holy Spirit so that they may receive the peace of the Lord.
Day 15
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation:  Holy Spirit gives peace
Scripture Memory Verse: “Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings.” (Rom 5:3)
Application:  How could I be more like Paul, “be content whatever the circumstances.”
                                 (Philippians 4:11)
Notes
1. Romans 8:6
2. Matthew 1:23
3. Luke 2:14
4. Psalm 131:2
5. Romans 5:1
6. John 14:27
7. Exodus 31:17
8. Psalm 37:4
9. 1 Samuel 1:18
10. Philippians 4:6-7
11. Albert Barnes, Barnes’ Notes on the NT (Grand Rapids:Kregel Publications 1970) P.1048
12. 2 Corinthians 5:9
13. 1 Corinthians 10:5
14. Acts 13:22
15. Psalm 116:9
16. Psalm 16:8-9
17. Romans 8:6
18. Psalm 85:10
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Overcome the World with Faith
You may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured. (Col. 4:12)
16. Justified by Faith in God
Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. (Genesis 15:6)
God values the faith of a Christian.
Man is saved by God’s grace and through his faith. (#1)  Man can do nothing to save himself but to believe in the Lord and to receive salvation freely.  Abraham believed that God would give him a son and God counted him righteous. (#2) According to the explanation of Bible commentator Thomas Leale, here “to be credited as righteousness” means “devise”, “reckon”, or “impute” (#3).  Abraham was not a righteous man, but because he had faith, God devised a way to regard him as righteous. What way did God devise by which Abraham could be counted righteous? This was the mystery of God during that time but in the New Testament time God revealed through Paul: “This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.” (#4) In order to make believers as righteous men, Lord Jesus Christ became the scapegoat, (#5) to bear the sin of men.(#6)  During the process of justification; the Holy Spirit enlightens and touches the heart of men. Without the work of the Holy Spirit, no one can come to the Lord. (#7) Without God’s righteousness, people would perish. Because the Bible says: “all our righteous acts are like filthy rags..and like the wind our sins sweep us away.” (#8)
Sometimes men misunderstand faith as only a belief. This is the knowledge of immaturity.  Jesus once spoke to those believers who came to Him just for the loaves:  “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent." (#9) So, the proofs of faith are as follows:
Faith is receiving the Lord: “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God” (#10)
Faith is inward obedience to the Lord: “Through him and for his name's sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith.” (#11)
Faith means being baptized into the Lord: “many of the Corinthians who heard him believed and were baptized.” (#12)
Faith is following Christ & forsaking the idols: "One thing you lack," he said. "Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." (#13)
Christians need to have the power of the Holy Spirit in order to have manifestations of faith mentioned above. Paul said: “I can do everything through him who gives me strength.” (#14)
Day 16
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation: Justification by faith
Scripture Memory Verse: “For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart
from observing the law.” Romans 3:28
Application: How did Lydia  prove that she really ‘believed in Christ’ (Acts 16:15)
Notes
1. Ephesians 2:8
2. Genesis 15:6
3. Thomas H. Leale, The Preacher’s Complete Homiletic Commentary on Genesis (Grand Papids: Baker Book House 1974) P.306
4. Romans 3:22
5. Isaiah 53:7
6. Isaiah 53:12
7. 1 Corinthians 12:3
8. Isaiah 64:6
9. John 6:29
10. John 1:12
11. Romans 1:5
12. Acts 18:8
13. Mark 10:21
14. Philippians 4:13
Day 17 — Actions and Faith Cannot Be Separated
Day 17 — Actions and Faith Cannot Be Separated
17. Faith and Actions Cannot Be Separated
In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. (James 2:17)
Faith must be manifested by actions
Faith can not be seen by the eyes, so it is shown by actions. James said “Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do.” (#1)  The relation between faith and action is like the relationship between Christ and Jesus. Christ (the anointed one) is the Messiah, the hope of the Jews. In fact, this Christ (the Messiah) accompanied the Israelites wandering in the desert (#2) for 40 years. Yet the Israelites did not know because they did not see Him by their eyes. In order to be seen by people, this Christ became flesh, dwelling among man (#3). His name is Jesus. (#4) This way of “Word became flesh” is the wisdom of God. The Bible said “No one has ever seen God; the only Son, who is in the Father’s embrace, has made him known.” (#5) In general, there are a few possibilities regarding the relationship between faith and action:
Faith with action: Moses, by faith, accepted God’s calling to leave the pleasures of sin and looking ahead to his reward above. (#6)
Faith without action: James pointed out that the demons believe God but it’s faith without action and they shudder.  (#7)
Faith without action yet: When Naaman of Syria came to Elisha and asked him to heal his leprosy, Elisha told him to wash himself seven times in the Jordan. At first, his faith is without action yet. (#8) Then the fact that Naaman looked for the prophet indicated that he had faith that God exists and He is all powerful. But this was not the faith that saved him.  It’s only when he listened to the prophet and jumped into the Jordan to wash himself seven times and at that time he was saved by his faith with action.
Action without faith:  Among the disciples who followed Christ, many of them came to the Lord for the loaves. (#9). Those people followed Christ with their action but they did not have the saving faith. Jesus told them “Yet there are some of you who do not believe." (#10)
Faith is a growing process (#11). Every one’s faith is different. The Bible said: “Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.” (#12) Since faith is “God-given”, why some people have bigger faith and others have little faith? Does God show favor to some people? The key based on a person’s decision. Abraham is called the father of faith (#13), it’s because he has the unwavering faith. He “being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.” (#14)  The original text ‘being fully persuaded’ was translated as “fully believe” in the Chinese Bible. The example of Abraham shows that any person who is willing to be fully persuaded by God can receive the God-given faith. The more being fully persuaded by God, the more God-given faith is received.  The more faith oneself has, he can become a person with great faith. Caleb and Joshua’s faith was greater than the other ten spies because they were being fully persuaded by God to enter the land of Canaan. The rest of the ten were not without faith, they were persuaded to cross the Red Sea but they were not persuaded to enter Canaan. They have the beginning faith but their faith died before it grows to maturity leading them to salvation.
Day 17
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation: Faith with action
Scripture Memory Verse: “You see that his faith and his actions were working
together, and his faith was made complete by what he did.” (James 2:22)
Application: Am I willing to be persuaded by the Biblical truth which I do not agree?
Notes
1. James 2:18
2. 1 Corinthians 10:1-5
3. John 1:14
4. Matthew 1:21
5. John 1:18
6. Hebrews 11:24-26
7. James 2:19
8. 2 Kings 5:9-13
9. John 6:26
10. John 6:64
11. Romans 1:17
12. Romans 12:3
13. Romans 4:11
14. Romans 4:21
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18. Faith Is Based on God’s Word
“Faith comes from hearing the message and the message
is heard through the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17)
True faith is based on God’s trustworthiness.
God’s trustworthiness includes his faithfulness and assets. Whether a check can be cashed depending on the honesty and assets of the person who writes the check. The Word of God is the ‘check’ God gives to man. God is honest and he never lies. (#1) He has countless treasure because He is the owner of the whole universe. The Bible said the world is God’s, and all that is in it. (#2) Because God is very dependable, His Words are trustworthy.
God’s truthfulness must become part of a person’s experiential knowledge in order to have its effect. Martha saw the things Lord Jesus did, and she knew by her experience that Jesus never lied. So before Lazarus was raised from the dead, Jesus asked her if she believed He could raise the people with faith from the dead.  Martha answered, “Yes, Lord.” (#3) At first her faith was not yet very great: she only believed that Lazarus would rise on the last day.(#4). Even so, Lord Jesus commanded Lazarus to come out from the grave.  Martha had this effective faith because her faith and ‘the Word she heard combined together’ (#5) so that God’s Word turned into her food of life. A Bible expositor (Albert Barnes) gave a parable to explain the meaning of “combine”. He said “the Word of God combines with faith” was just like the food we ate combined with saliva and stomach acid. After combination, the food became chyme and chyle and then being absorbed into the body as nutrients (#6). So faith can turn God’s Word into the nutrients a man needs for his life. This explains the meaning of what Jesus said “The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.” (#7)
Those who believe in the Words of God should believe in the Bible because all Scripture is God-breathed. (#8) The Bible we have now is translated by people and some translator may instill his theology into the translation. For example, the translation in Psalm 1 in Chinese Bible “Whatever he does goes smoothly” (#9) is the translation pleases people. The original text is: whatever he does prospers. God’s way is prosperous, but it may not be smooth. Chinese likes things go smoothly, that is why when they see friends off, they would say ‘have a smooth ride’ This hope of smoothness is not the meaning of the original text. In fact, it is hard to find a servant of God who had a smooth life.
For a Christian to believe in God’s Word, besides the difficulty in translations, there are also difficulty in understanding the real meaning of it. The Bible said “for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.” (#10) If a person does not understand the real meaning of the Word, even he believes but he does not benefit from it. For example, in the early church, some people took ‘The Lord’s Supper’ as a ‘regular dinner’. (#11) These people do not understand that the true meaning of the Lord’s Supper is to commemorate the blood of the Lord’s sacrifice. They observed the Lord’s Supper, yet some became weak or ill, and some even died. (#12) In order to understand the true meaning of the Bible, we need the teaching of the Holy Spirit (#13). To receive the teaching of the Holy Spirit, we need to have a willing heart to walk in the truth. In Psalm, one of the writers prayed to God wisely saying, “Do good to your servant, and I will live; I will obey your word. Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law.” (#14)
The purpose for the Holy Spirit to teach us understanding God’s Word is to make us obeying the Word, it is not to make some feel that they are more spiritual.
Day 18
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation: Believe in God’s Word.
Scripture Memory Verse: “If you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved   from the hope held out in the gospel.”  (Colossians 1:23)
Application: How can I become an “adult” to be able to eat the spiritual solid food? (Heb 5:14)
Notes
1. Hebrews 6:18
2. Psalm 50:12
3. John 11:27
4. John 11:24
5. Hebrews 4:2
6. Albert Barnes, Barnes’Notes on the NT (Grand Rapids:Kregel Publications 5th Printing, 1970 ) P.1251
7. John 6:63
8. 2 Timothy 3:16
9. Psalm 1:3
10. 2 Corinthians 3:6
11. 1 Corinthians 11:21
12. 1 Corinthians 11:30
13. John 14:26
14. Psalm 119:17-18
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19. Faith Must Be Tested by Refining Fire
These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. (1 Peter 1:7)
The testing of a Christian’s faith is necessary.
A Christian would encounter trials during the process of trusting the Lord. This is a normal process and we should not be surprised. (#1)  God not only allows but also makes it a requirement that Christians would encounter trials. (#2) The following are the reasons why Christians encounter trials:
To upgrade a Christian’s quality.  Christians learn to depend on God during sufferings. After trials, their faith is as precious as pure gold. (#3)  The kingdom of God requires citizens with high qualities.  The names of those believers who overcome trials are written in the book of life. (#4)  Among the Israelites wandering in the desert, those who failed the testing of faith did not enter the Promised Land. (#5)
To make Christians hoping for the heavenly home. When a Christian is complacent about his earthly life, he may not look forward to the heavenly life. Only in the midst of suffering do a Christian look forward to the coming of the Lord.  Paul said “We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.” (#6)
To glorify God’s name.  God promised Abraham that he will have a son of his own. (#7) But Abraham had his son at the age of 100. The more than twenty years of waiting disciplined Abraham’s faith and brought glory to God.
Because “the whole world is under the control of the evil one”(#8), so Christians living in this world would experience persecutions. The Bible said that our enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. (#9) This is the reality that a devoted Christian will encounter. Mr. Wang Mingdao (王明道; Wong Ming To in the legacy translation) in China was put in prison for over twenty plus years because of his being a Christian. This is an excellent example. The Bible promises those who suffer for Christ will receive glory with Christ.  Paul said “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.” (#10)
The bible said that the suffering a Christian has is for ‘a little while’ (#11), so Christians should learn the lesson of perseverance during suffering.  The Bible teaches us to learn Christ’s perseverance (#12), and to learn the patience of the prophets so that we may be a blessed people. (#13) When Joseph was sold to Egypt and was put into prison, because he loyally served and waited patiently for God, God blessed him greatly and he became the prime minister of Egypt.
Christians should be joyful when they wait upon the Lord because God will give them desire of their hearts. (#14)  To have joy is the reflection of one who has faith. The Lord listens to the prayer of a person with faith. Because the Lord said, “whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.” (#15) The joy of a Christian must be the ‘joy in the Holy Spirit’ (#16). This joy comes from the Holy Spirit and it can not be faked. After Hannah prayed, ‘her face was no longer downcast’ (#17) is a good example.  Because she delighted in the Lord, so the Lord gave her the desire of her heart—a son. (#18)
Day 19
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation: The testing of faith
Scripture Memory Verse: “Because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.” (James 1:3-4)
Application: Do I have confidence that my name is written in the Book of Life?
Translator’s note: The Chinese source cites James 1:2-3 for the memory verse. The legacy English gives James 1:3-4, the passage it quotes; both readings are recorded here.
Notes
1. 1 Peter 4:12
2. Acts 14:22
3. 1 Peter 1:7
4. Revelation 3:5
5. Numbers 14:36-37
6. Romans 8:22
7. Genesis 15:4
8. 1 John 5:19
9. 1 Peter 5:8
10. Romans 8:18
11. 1 Peter 5:10
12. 2 Thessalonians 3:5
13. James 5:10-11
14. Psalm 37:4
15. Mark 11:24
16. Romans 14:17
17. 1 Samuel 1:18
18. 1 Samuel 1:20
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20. Faith Is Alive and Grows
“We ought always to thank God for you, brothers, and rightly so, because your faith is growing more and more, and the love every one of you has for each other is increasing.” (2 Thessalonians 1:3)
The faith of a Christian continues to grow.
The faith of a Christian, who has Christ’s life in him, is living. Jesus compared faith as mustard seed. (#1)  Mustard seeds are able to sprout and grow if they are planted in proper environment. This condition is just like people are being filled by the Holy Spirit. The Bible recorded the reason for the great faith of Barnabas was that “He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord.” (#2)  When a person is willing to be controlled by the Holy Spirit, his faith will grow continuously. The Bible said faith is given by the Holy Spirit (#3); it is the cause of the salvation of souls (#4) and the necessary requirement (#5) so faith is the most precious grace God gives to man (#6). Those who do not pursue this grace are not cherishing their souls.  In this corrupted world where the devils are rampant, Christians must have enough faith to stand firm. (#7)
Faith is the foundation of growth in a Christian’s life. Without faith, the other Christian qualities—virtue, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, and love—cannot be added. (#8)  The effects of a growing faith are as follows:
Have a healthy mentality. Only those whose faith in the Lord is growing can have a healthy thanksgiving mentality. Paul spoke to the brothers and sisters in the church of Colosse, “rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.” (#9) Among those in the church of Thessalonica, some of them lost faith and Paul called them “unreasonable wicked people”
To love people.  Paul said love comes from faith. (#10) Paul told Timothy to send regards to those “love us because of their faith”. Paul said to the brothers and sisters in the church of Corinth that if their faith grew more maturely, his work among them would expand to a greater extent. In other words, the extent of their hospitality to Paul grows with their faith.
Willing to serve the Lord.  The reason for believers to serve the Lord is faith.  In the letters Paul wrote to the brothers and sisters in Thessalonica said, “We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith.” (#11) So, for believers serving the Lord is because of faith. Paul wrote to Philemon, “May the faith you share with others prove effective, so that people may know that every good deed you do is for Christ.” (#12)  We can see that the reason for Christians do good things for the Lord is out of their faith.
Christians should ask the Lord to increase their faith just like the apostles of the early church (#13) because the Bible said Jesus is the author and perfecter of our faith. (#14) Faith is the way we receive salvation (#15), and the ending is eternal life. (#16) Since men receive eternal lives by God’s grace, there is nothing for a man to boast.
Day 20
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation: The continuous growing faith
Scripture Memory Verse: “Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that through it you may grow toward salvation” (1 Peter 2:2)
Application: What hinders my faith to grow?
Notes
1. Luke 17:6
2. Acts 11:24
3. 1 Corinthians 12:9
4. 1 Peter 1:9
5. Hebrews 10:39
6. 2 Peter 1:1
7. Colossians 4:12
8. 2 Peter 1:6-8
9. Colossians 2:7
10. 1 Timothy 1:5
11. 1 Thessalonians 1:3
12. Philemon 6
13. Luke 17:5
14. Hebrews 12:2
15. Ephesians 2:8
16. John 3:16
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21. Willing to Surrender to God’s Will
“Do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is” (Ephesians 5:17)
Those who believe in God obey God’s will.
God’s ways are higher then man’s ways (#1), so those who walk in God’s will are wise. Abraham obeyed God’s will and sacrificed his only son Isaac on the altar, as a result he received God’s blessing and promise. (#2) The wise man knows that God’s will cannot be changed (#3), and those rebel against God’s will would suffer (#4), so they are willing to give way to God’s ways. One time while a captain of the navy was steering the ship on a foggy day, he realized there was a light approaching his ship in the opposite direction. He immediately requested the other party to give way. But the other party said they cannot give way. So the captain told them, “We are the navy” but the other party replied in a gentle voice, “We are the lighthouse”. So the captain had to give way then. Even though the captain had great faith in his navy ship but he must follow the truth. He needed to accept the fact that navy must give way to lighthouse. Our Lord Jesus is the immovable lighthouse. We must give way to Him in order to have good ending. True faith is the faith which surrenders to Lord Jesus and give in to His way. (#5)
Christians should obey God’s will for the following reasons:
Man cannot thwart God’s will.  After Job’s suffering, he realized this truth. He said to God: “I know that you can do all things; no plan of yours can be thwarted.” (#6)  When the writer’s daughter was a small child, every time when she could not get what she wanted; she said, “ okay, next time”  The writer appreciates his daughter’s wisdom. She not only respected her father’s decision but also got a good solution for herself in this issue.
Obeying God’s will has eternal value.  The Lord warned his disciples: "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. “ (#7) Obey God’s will is the most important thing in this world because “The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.” (#8)
Obeying God’s will have good relation with God.  Jesus saw those who did God’s will as his family members. (#9)  The Lord once said he did not know those who did not obey God’s will. (#10) Only those obeying God’s will can receive the enlightenment given by God to understand His words. (#11) and their requests are heard by God. (#12)
Since it’s so important to obey God’s will, Christian should learn from King David’s example to follow God’s will. (#13)  He once prayed to God: “I desire to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart." (#14) In order to obey God’s will, a person must let the word of Christ dwell richly in his heart. (#15) In order to let God’s word to dwell in the heart, a Christian need to have the habit of doing daily devotions. Without devotions, it is only a Christian’s impossible desire.  The false prophets who were contemporary of Ezekiel, they believed there was peace in Jerusalem. They lulled the people into complacency with lies so that they ‘did not turn from their evil ways’ (#16). As a result, God punished those false prophets and they were not allowed to enter the council of Israel and the land of Israel. (#17)
Day 21
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation: The faith of walking in God’s will.
Scripture Memory Verse: “if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.” (1 John 5:14)
Application: How do I avoid being a “foolish person” as it mentioned in the Bible? (Ephe 5:17)
Notes
1. Isaiah 55:8-9
2. Genesis 22:16-17
3. Hebrews 6:17
4. Psalm 107:10-11
5. Ephesians 1:15
6. Job 42:2
7. Matthew 7:21
8. 1 John 2:17
9. Mark 3:35
10. Matthew 7:21-23
11. John 7:17
12. John 9:31
13. Acts 13:22
14. Psalm 40:8
15. Colossians 3:16
16. Ezekiel 13:22
17. Ezekiel 13:9
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Confident and Unashamed because of Love
“God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.” (1 John 4:16)
“Dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming.” (1 John 2:28)
22. God’s Unfailing Love
“Love never fails.” (1 Corinthians 13:8)
Christians should have the love of God.
The difference between man’s love and God’s love is that man’s love is man-centered and God’s love is God-centered.  Because God is “unchangeable” (#1), so His love never fails. (#2)  Since love is the manifestation of God (#3), those who have the love of God also have the nature of God. God’s nature is patient and kind; it does not envy or boast; it is not proud or rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs, it does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  (#4) According to the promise in the Bible, a born-again believer has the nature of God. (#5)  If we would live out God’s nature, we could have the unfailing love for both God and people.
The Bible records the story of “the prodigal son”, we should call it the story of “the father of the prodigal son” because in the beginning of the story it introduces the main character which is “a man” who has two sons. The reason why Jesus used the terms, “lost sheep”, “lost coin”, and “lost son” as a comparison is that he wants to tell us how precious God sees a sinner. At that time the Pharisees criticized Jesus for welcoming sinners. (#6) Jesus used this story to respond to them. Its theme is that God loves sinners as a father loves his prodigal son: this love never fails. This is a forgiving love (#7) and a giving love (#8). Jesus commanded his disciples to love one another with this kind of  love. (#9)
Christians must experience the love of God in order to love others. (#10) In order to receive God’s love, believers must fear God. The Bible said, “from everlasting to everlasting the Lord's love is with those who fear him.” (#11) Whether a person fears God must be proved through testing. When Abraham actually placed his son Isaac on the altar as an offering, God said to him, “Now I know that you fear God.” (#12) Even though God knew that Abraham fear Him, He waited until Abraham decided to sacrifice his son to confirm the fact that Abraham did truly fear God. Abraham feared God so he obeyed God’s command.  His obedience is the evidence for his love for God. (#13) In the Ten Commandments, God promised that “showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.” (#14) Whoever fears God and obeys His commandments will receive the love of God. Only those who have experienced God’s love are they able to love others with God’s love. Those who love others with God’s love express it through actions that accord with the truth.  (#15)
Day 22
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation:  The unfailing love
Scripture Memory Verse: “Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.” (1 John 4:16)
Application: Am I willing, for the Lord’s sake, to love those who are not very lovable but are loved by the Lord?
Notes
1. Hebrews 1:12
2. 1 Corinthians 13:8
3. 1 John 4:8
4. 1 Corinthians 13:4-8
5. 2 Peter 1:4
6. Luke 15:2
7. Psalm 51:1
8. John 3:16
9. John 13:34
10. 1 John 4:19
11. Psalm 103:17
12. Genesis 22:12
13. John 14:15
14. Exodus 20:6
15. 1 John 3:18
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23. The Holy Spirit Pours Love into Our Hearts
“Because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.” (Romans 5:5)
Christians love God and people through the power of the Holy Spirit
The indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the believers’ heart is God’s indwelling in them. (#1)  Those who have the Holy Spirit living in them bear the fruit of new life. One of these fruits is love. (#2)  Only mature trees bear fruits, likewise, those Christians who bear the fruit of love are spiritually more mature. This love is God’s love, not the love of friendship (affection) and the love of passion.  God’s love is out of His own nature, not requiring the one to be loved to show any good qualities. (#3) The Bible said, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (#4)  The love of friendship built upon by faith. Paul asked Titus to “greet those who love (φιλουντασ) us in the faith.” (#5)  The love of passion is a desire built upon by attraction. (#6) This is from the desire of the body and it’s not long lasting. Only God’s love is unfailing. (#7)  And only those who walk by the power of the Holy Spirit can live out the love of God. Paul praised the brothers and sisters in the church of Colossae that their love is “in the Spirit” (#8)
The Bible said, “Do not put out the Spirit's fire.” (#9) The Chinese Bible translated it as “Do not put out the touch of the Holy Spirit”. In the original Greek text, the word ‘touch’ is not there. The meaning of the original text is the same as the English translation that is do not put out the Spirit’s fire. (#10) If a person does not take care of himself carefully, the fire of the Spirit would extinguish. According to the Bible, the Spirit’s fire will be put out under the following conditions:
Living according to the flesh. The Bible says, “The LORD said: Since man is flesh, my Spirit will not remain in him forever.” (#11), it continues, “The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God.” (#12) The man without the Spirit is a natural man and he acts according to his human nature. They are “the men who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the Spirit.” (#13)
Commit sins.  The Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul when he sinned and refused to repent. (#14) The LORD also left Samson because he sinned. (#15) These people who “have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit.” (#16) but later they acted according to the human nature, then sinned and stumbled.
A person must repent to God in order to receive the Holy Spirit. (#17) Those who receive the Holy Spirit must obey God’s word because the word of God and the Spirit always appear together. Ezekiel said, “As he (the Lord) spoke, the Spirit came into me.” (#18)  Proverbs said, “I will pour out my spirit upon you and make my words known to you.” (#19)  From this we can see that the Holy Spirit speaks God’s word, and God’s word is God’s instruction. Those whom God’s Spirit guides remember God’s grace and then respond to God with love. King David said, “I love the LORD, for he heard my voice;
he heard my cry for mercy.” (#20) So we can come up with this deduction:  A person who truly repents, understands God’s word and follows the lead of the Holy Spirit, he would love God with a grateful heart. This person has the perfect love (#21) and “joy in the Holy Spirit” (#22); he can also be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. (#23) This kind of person is the one who “will see the Lord” (#24), he is one who will surely receive God’s reward.
Day 23
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation:  The love coming from the Holy Spirit
Scripture Memory Verse: “I urge you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my struggle by praying to God for me.” (Romans 15:30)
Application: Do I have the love of the Holy Spirit, to pray regularly for God’s servants who preach the Good News?
Notes
1. 1 John 4:13
2. Galatians 5:22
3. Alan Richardson, ed.A Dictionary of Christian Theology(Philadelphia: The Westminster Press 1969) P.200
4. Romans 5:8
5. Titus 3:15
6. Same as note 3.
7. 1 Corinthians 13:8
8. Colossians 1:8
9. 1 Thessalonians 5:19
10. Albert Barnes, Barnes’ Notes on the NT (G. Rapids:Kregel’Publication,1970)P.1104
11. Genesis 6:3
12. 1 Corinthians 2:14
13. Jude 19
14. 1 Samuel 16:14
15. Judges 16:20
16. Hebrews 6:4
17. Acts 2:38
18. Ezekiel 2:2
19. Proverbs 1:23
20. Psalm 116:1
21. 1 John 4:17
22. Romans 14:17
23. 1 Peter 1:2
24. Hebrews 12:14
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24. The Lord’s Will Is to Love People’s Souls
“In your love you kept me from the pit of destruction; you have put all my sins behind your back.”
(Isaiah 38:17)
Those who have the love of God would love people’s souls.
Loving people is the command the Lord gave his disciples. He said, “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” (#1)  A person’s love for God is reflected in his love for people. For anyone who does not love people, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. (#2) What is man? The Chinese Bible says that man is a “living person with a spirit” (#3); the original wording means “living soul”.  Since man is a soul, the true meaning for loving a person is to love his soul. A person who does not care about the life or death of a soul is someone without love. The Lord is the shepherd for human souls. (#4) He loves human souls. (#5) Not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. (#6) He loves every person in this world. (#7) One time He preached the gospel to a Samaritan woman and forgot to eat. When his disciples urged him to eat, he said that his food was to do the will of him who sent him and to finish his work. (#8). This is truly a good example Lord Jesus shows us how to love human souls.
God gives Christians the loving hearts for human souls. Paul has a loving heart for human souls. For the sake of his own race, he was willing to be cursed and cut off from Christ. Why Paul was able to sacrifice himself for his own race, his brothers? It was because his conscience confirmed it in the Holy Spirit. (#9) God also does the same work in the hearts of those who love God. The writer remembers one night when he had changed his clothes and already gone to bed. A Christian called and asked him to share the gospel with someone from her hometown. It’s because her brother’s friend was diagnosed with end stage cancer and he would take a flight to go back to China the next day. That night was 11pm already but in order to preach the good news to this soul, the writer went to the patient. This person accepted the Lord that night and went back to China with a joyful heart.  Christian’s love for human souls comes naturally and not reluctantly because the Spirit of God works in their hearts. If Christians always strive to keep their conscience clear before God and man (#10), they can love human souls as Paul did.
Those who love human souls are the one who know the Lord’s heart. God not only love Jews, He also loves the gentiles. He once told the prophet Jonah to go to Nineveh to preach the good news. But Jonah loved his own people. He did not want Nineveh to be prosperous so that they could attack Israel; he did not want the people in Nineveh to be saved.  So he disobeyed God and did not go to Nineveh to preach the good news. Not until he was disciplined by God did he reluctantly go to Nineveh. He did not go there on his own; God used a big fish to bring him there. Actually he did not preach the good news to the people in Nineveh; he just told them that God’s judgment would come upon them in 40 days. Even so, the people in Nineveh repented and the Lord decided not to punish them. Because of this, Jonah became upset and God had to teach him patiently saying, “Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left, and many cattle as well. Should I not be concerned about that great city?" (#11) Dear readers, do you understand God’s teaching for Jonah? God loves human souls; can we not love human souls? Did not the Lord command his disciples “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.”? (#12)
Day 24
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation:  The love for loving people’s souls
Scripture Memory Verse: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." (Matthew 28:19-20)
Application: What can I do in order to help my family, my friends and my coworkers accept the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ?
Notes
1. John 13:34
2. 1 John 4:20
3. Genesis 2:7
4. 1 Peter 2:25
5. Isaiah 38:17
6. 2 Peter 3:9
7. John 3:16
8. John 4:34
9. Romans 9:1-2
10. Acts 24:16
11. Jonah 4:11
12. Mark 16:15
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25. Love for God Extends Naturally to Others
“if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward." (Matthew 10:42)
Christians should love people for the sake of the Lord.
The Chinese idiom “love the house and its raven” means that love for a house extends even to the raven on its roof.   The Lord loves the father Rufus because on the way to Golgotha while he was carrying the cross, the father of Rufus carried the cross for Jesus, sharing the pain of Jesus. (#1) Paul loved the Lord very much, he once said, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?” (#2) He loved the Lord to the point of death. He was a martyr; he was persecuted for the Lord and the Gospel. Because Paul loved the Lord, he also loved the father of Rufus. He saw the family of Rufus’ father as his own family. In the letters he wrote to the Romans, he said, “Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother, who has been a mother to me, too.” (#3) Ruth was a Moab woman who loved Jehovah God. She followed her mother-in-law Naomi to the land of Judah. In Bethlehem of Judah, she met a good rich man Boaz. Boaz was also a man who loved Jehovah God. Later, because of God, Boaz showed grace to Ruth and married her. We can see from here that “love the house and its raven” is a common truth which applies to many people.
This common truth not only applies to man but God as well. Our God “loves the house and its raven” God promised Abraham that he would not destroy Sodom if there were ten righteous people. (#4) God loves righteous people and His forbearing love includes those who live in the same city with the righteous people.  These people are just like the “ravens” living on the house. God not only “love the house and its raven”, He also encourages believers do exactly the same. The Lord said, “if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward." (#5)  In other words, if we love other people with the love we have for God, God will reward us greatly.
Since God wants us to love others for the sake of loving Him, we should put this love in action. The prophet Hosea’s wife was adulteress. God told Hosea, “Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another and is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes." (#6)  For the sake of loving God, in order to clearly convey the message that God loved and accepted the Israelites, the prophet obeyed God and loved his unfaithful former wife. From this incident, we see the prophet’s love for God; it’s not the verbal love but a love proved by obedience and action.
Love should not be reflected by action only but also in a humble way. The Bible said, “love is not puffed up” (#7) which is “not puffed up”, it means respecting people. The Bible recorded a man named Cornelius who was a centurion. He prayed to God regularly (#8), and he was a God-fearing person.  He extended his respect for God to Apostle Peter. As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him and fell at his feet in reverence. (#9) When Cornelius “fell at his feet”, it’s his action of reverence. It’s not the same meaning as people “worshipping their idols” today and fell at their feet. I pray that we can learn from the good example of Cornelius; extend our reverence and our love for God to God’s servants.
Day 25
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation:  Respond to God’s loving heart
Scripture Memory Verse: “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.” (Romans 12:10)
Application: Is there anyone whom I should take an opportunity and put into action to show God’s love?
Notes
1. Mark 15:21
2. Romans 8:35
3. Romans 16:13
4. Genesis 18:32
5. Matthew 10:42
6. Hosea 3:1
7. 1 Corinthians 13:4
8. Acts 10:2
9. Acts 10:25
Day 26 — See through This Earthly World with No More Secular Love
Day 26 — See through This Earthly World with No More Secular Love
26. See Through the World and Let Go of Worldly Love
“I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ”
(Philippians 3:8)
Christians should not pursue earthly things.
Christians should not run away from this world, and become cynical monks; but to be the light and salt of this world, living in this secular world and not be influenced by it. Apostle John said, “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” (#1) The world means the earthly enjoyment of materialism and human desires. (#2) All these things pass away. (#3) They are not worthy for Christians to forfeit their souls. (#4) The prophet Daniel did not love the world.  One time King Belshazzar asked Daniel to interpret the words written by fingers of God’s hand. The king promised Daniel that he would reward him in great measure. But Daniel answered, “You may keep your gifts for yourself and give your rewards to someone else. Nevertheless, I will read the writing for the king and tell him what it means.” (#5) We can see that a person who does not pursue earthly things; will not live for money.
God does not want His children to love the world. For those who love the world will see this world more important than God. The disciple Demas was this kind of person. When Paul was at Rome, he requested Timothy to bring Mark there to preach the good news but Demas because he loved this world, has deserted Paul and had gone to Thessalonica. (#6) The wisdom of this world is foolishness in God's sight. (#7) God’s kingdom is not of this world. (#8) This world will be judged. (#9) Those who are born again will take part in judging this world. (#10)  The present earth is reserved for fire (#11); there is no hope in it.  Paul urged Christians not to conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but to be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. (#12)
According to God’s will, Christians should have the following attitudes toward the world:
Crucify the world. Paul said, “the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.” (#13) Crucify the world is to crucify the sinful nature with its passions and desires (#14), so man will not be tempted by the world and lose the heart to love God. Those people who crucify the world are just like Moses, “chose not to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time.” (#15) This “unwillingness” is not an inability; it means not wanting to. The old-selves of those who have crucified the world are dead, they would not respond to the pleasures of sin.
Overcome the world’s persecution with faith. Lord Jesus said, “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” (#16) Apostle John said, “for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith.” (#17)  There is an ancient saying, “Thousands of people experiencing thousands of suffering but each one is different.” Also, “every family has its own list of problems” Abraham, the father of faith, once was disturbed by the problem of infertility. By his faith, waited upon God for twenty-five years, his dream came true and received his beloved son Isaac given by God. (#18)
Learn the lesson of obedience through suffering. Our Lord Jesus “although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered.” (#19) “It was fitting that he be made perfect through suffering.” (#20) Since even Lord Jesus learned the lesson of obedience through suffering, we can definitely not be exempted from it. As we learn, we should not always ask God “why” but “what shall I learn from this lesson?”
Day 26
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation: Holy love
Scripture Memory Verse: “the grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord stands forever.” (1 Peter 1:24-25)
Application: How can I spend the rest of my life wisely?
Notes
1. 1 John 2:15
2. 1 John 2:17
3. 1 Corinthians 7:31
4. Matthew 16:26
5. Daniel 5:17
6. 2 Timothy 4:10
7. 1 Corinthians 3:19
8. John 18:36
9. John 12:31
10. 1 Corinthians 6:2
11. 2 Peter 3:7
12. Romans 12:2
13. Galatians 6:14
14. Galatians 5:24
15. Hebrews 11:25
16. John 16:33
17. 1 John 5:4
18. Romans 4:18
19. Hebrews 5:8
20. Hebrews 2:10
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27. The Lord’s Love Moves Us to Dedicate Ourselves
“For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.” (2 Corinthians 5:14-15)
God’s love is the motivation for Christians’ dedication to serve the Lord.
God’s love is different from human love.  God’s love is for the good of man. Man’s love is for his own good. The Bible talks about the “love” of Christ (αγαπη) is God’s love. The Greek dictionary gives this explanation to distinguish the “love” of God from the “love” of man. It said, “God’s love” uplifts man from a lower ground while man’s love (Eros) is the desire to get satisfaction from another person. (#1) “God’s love” is just like an “elevator”, bringing those willing to receive its service from a low level to an upper level. But man’s “love” is just like an “orange squeezer”, it appears to love the orange (the target of love) but it actually squeezes the orange dry to satisfy itself.
Living for the Lord is an act of unselfishness. Therefore, human passion is unwilling to do this. It can only be done through the compelling love of God. What it means to “compel”? According to the Greek Bible, “compel” (συνεχει), it includes the following meanings:
“Compel” is “to lash with pain”. In the book of Matthew, Matthew said many people brought to the Lord who were “ill” with various diseases. (#2) The RSV Bible translated it as “afflicted” which means “to suffer from”. From this we see a picture of “a fast running horse is being lashed by a whip” Christians are just like fast running horses. God is the horse rider and his love is the whip, lashing the Christians to run forward. The horse can only run forward because the lashing of the whip causes pain. This is God’s method of “to lash with pain”
“Compel” means “being forced”. Paul said in the book of Philippians that when he made a decision of to live or to die, he was torn by the two. (#3)  The word “being torn” is the same as “compel” in Greek. The RSV Bible translated it as “hard pressed”. God’s love presses upon us heavily that we are forced to make a decision to live for Christ. This does not sound nice, it seems we have no choice so then we live for Christ. Actually the meaning of “compel” in the original text reveals to us the fact why we have to make such a decision.  Because living for the Lord is God’s will, if we do not do it; we feel hard pressed. In order to have the peace of mind, we are willing to make a decision to live for the Lord.
“Compel” is “to be touched by the Spirit”. In the book of Acts, Luke recorded that when Paul was in Corinth, he “devoted himself exclusively to preaching” (#4). The word “devote” (συνειχετο) is the same as “compel” in Greek. The KJV Bible translated it as “pressed in the spirit”. From this we realize that before we make a decision, the hard pressed feeling in the heart comes from the Holy Spirit. Because of the touch of God’s Spirit, we are able to surrender to God and live for the Lord.
For this reason, peace of mind is the result of believers’ living for the Lord. The peace the Lord gives is the true peace. (#5) Christians should surrender to God for serving the Lord with dedication. For there is no peace in those who do not obey God. (#6) Christians’ obedience to God is an act of loving God. (#7) Christians’ love for God is in turn their response to God’s love. (#8)  Christian peace is an emblem representing the good relationship between Christian and God. It is a reward from God. (#9)
Day 27
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation: A love that dedicates itself
Scripture Memory Verse: “Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.” (Romans 12:11)
Application:  Am I willing to dedicate my life to live only for the Lord?
Notes
1. Gerhard Kittel,Theological Dictionary of The NT.Vol.1(Grand Rapids:WM.B. Eerdmans Publishing Company 1972) P.37
2. Matthew 4:24
3. Philippians 1:23
4. Acts 18:5
5. John 14:27
6. Isaiah 57:20
7. John 14:15
8. 1 John 4:19
9. Philippians 4:6-7
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Become Heirs By Having The Hope Of Eternal Life
“the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.” (Titus 3:6-7)
28. Inherit Eternal Life through Hope
“faith and knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie,
promised before the beginning of time” (Titus 1:2)
The hope of salvation can protect the souls of Christians.
In order to protect themselves, Christian soldiers should wear the helmets of salvation. (#1) To wear the helmet of salvations is to “putting on the hope of salvation as a helmet.” (#2)  Bible expositor Albert Barnes said: “During spiritual warfare, the hope of salvation can protect us; the helmet protects our heads, and the hope of salvation can protect our souls.” (#3)
If Paul said “salvation” is our hope (#4), didn’t he imply that we have not yet received salvation completely? If Christians have already received complete salvation, why would Paul said, “work out your salvation with fear and trembling” (#5)? Why did Peter tell the new believers to “crave pure spiritual milk, so that through it you may grow toward salvation.” (#6)? Didn’t he also imply that Christians have not yet received salvation completely? The key is on the definition of salvation. According to the definition in Bible, salvation is the salvation of soul. Peter said, “for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” (#7) Salvation is also the “salvation in Christ” (#8). Since this is the salvation of souls, so this is not a physical substance but a condition of life. Also, since salvation must be in Christ, God considers not only a person’s present condition but also whether men are still remaining in Christ when they die. The Bible says clearly: “but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (#9) So Christians must always remain in Christ, they should wait upon the coming of the Lord by His grace.  It’s because only when the believers’ bodies becomes spiritual bodies (#10), do they truly receive the “adoption as sons.” (#11) This is the complete salvation which Paul talked about. Paul also said, “For in this hope we were saved.” (#12) Christians should hope for the coming of the Lord with faith because the time when believers receive the adoptions as sons; it is also the time they receive complete salvation.
In order to maintain this hope, Christians should take the Scriptures to heart because through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. (#13)  Those who put the Scriptures’ teaching into practice keep themselves in Christ (#14). Only those who remain in Christ are they the persons with hope. (#15) Those people who take “justification” as complete salvation ignore the work of “sanctification” (#16), and they do not understand the principle of “adoption as sons, the redemption of bodies.” (#17) They should obey the truth of the Bible and put efforts for the work of sanctification and wait upon the coming of the Lord patiently.  The persons with hope not only believe the assurance of salvation (#18) but also obey the Lord willingly. Obeying the Lord is the fundamental prerequisite for believers’ assurance of salvation. (#19)
Day 28
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation: The importance of hope
Scripture Memory Verse: “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13)
Application:  Why should I concern about my future ending?
Notes
1. Ephesians 6:17
2. 1 Thessalonians 5:8
3. Albert Barnes,Barnes’ Notes on the NT(G. Rapids: Kregel Publications,5th Printing, 1970) P.1014
4. 1 Thessalonians 5:8
5. Philippians 2:12
6. 1 Peter 2:2
7. 1 Peter 1:9
8. 2 Timothy 2:10; John 15:6
9. Romans 6:23
10. 1 Corinthians 15:44
11. Romans 8:23
12. Romans 8:24
13. Romans 15:4
14. John 15:7
15. Ephesians 1:12
16. Romans 6:19
17. Romans 8:23
18. John 10:28-29
19. John 10:27
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29. Hope for What Is Unseen
“But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it patiently.” (Romans 8:25)
Christians should pursue the things with lasting value.
Christians with spiritual wisdom would pursue things with lasting value.  The Bible said: “So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” (#1)  Everyone in the world is concerned with his long term benefits. If not so, they would not brush their teeth daily to prevent cavities; they would not purchase auto insurance and life insurance to prepare for the need in future. The Chinese teaching of “saving up food before famine” and “preparation before raining” from generations to generations is truly great teachings. The Bible said: “In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.” (#2)
Why do men plan for the future? Because men’s lives on earth are fleeting and pass quickly in the blink of an eye. Moses said: “The length of our days is seventy years or eighty, if we have the strength; yet their span is but trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass, and we fly away.” (#3) Ethan the Ezrahite spoke to God: “Remember how fleeting is my life.” (#4) The ancestor of Israelites Jacob also saw the fleeting of lives and he said to Pharaoh, “The years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty. My years have been few and difficult.” (#5) According to today’s standard, a life span of 130 years is not short but comparing with eternity, it is nothing at all.
Many people aware of the fleeting of lives but not many of them receive eternal lives (#6) It is said that China’s First Emperor, Qin Shi Huang (Ying Zheng; Chun Chi Wong in the legacy translation), sent three thousand boys and girls to the Eastern Sea to seek a medicine for everlasting life, but the mission failed. It was a shame that he did not get a chance to hear the gospel. This gospel was brought to the world by Jesus Christ more than two hundred years later. This gospel is: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (#7)  Another Chinese emperor, Kangxi (Hong Hei in the legacy translation), who was born in recent centuries got the opportunity to hear the gospel. In the poem “the treasure of life” we can see that he had a positive response to the gospel. He said “Heaven’s gate was long closed through the first man; the way of blessing is opened entirely by the Holy Son. I am willing to receive God’s Holy Son, to receive sonship and eternal life.” The “willingness” of man is only the beginning step to receive eternal life; the “obedience” of God’s will is the key to eternal life. (#8) The followings are the will of God which believers should obey:
Accept God’s invitation. Lord Jesus said: “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.” (#9) Those invited must respond to the Lord’s invitation in order to enter the kingdom of heaven. The Lord invited the Samaritan woman. He said: “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water." (#10)  The Samaritan woman accepted the invitation so she received the “living water” (the Holy Spirit) and she was filled with joy.
Wait upon God patiently. Paul said: “But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it patiently.” (#11) During the process of receiving eternal life, Christians would encounter hardships (#12) May the attitude of Moses, who ‘persevered’ for the heavenly reward (#13), be today Christians’ attitudes as well. Our God is a God “who acts on behalf of those who wait for him.” (#14). He promised His disciples: “but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.” (#15) Therefore, brothers and sisters should take hold of the Lord’s promise during hardships; “strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees” (#16), “Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him.” (#17)
Day 29
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation: The hope for receiving eternal value
Scripture Memory Verse: “I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:14)
Application:  Have I learned the lesson of waiting upon the Lord in difficult times?
Notes
1. 2 Corinthians 4:18
2. 1 Timothy 6:19
3. Psalm 90:10
4. Psalm 89:47
5. Genesis 47:9
6. Matthew 7:14
7. John 3:16
8. Matthew 7:21
9. Matthew 22:2-3
10. John 4:10
11. Romans 8:25
12. Acts 14:22
13. Hebrews 11:27
14. Isaiah 64:4
15. Matthew 24:13
16. Hebrews 12:12
17. Psalm 37:7
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30. Saints Act By Hope
“Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed.” (1 Peter 1:13)
Christians with hope should set apart their lives for holy living.
People who value the future reward are the ones who would live holy lives in this corrupted world. Joseph had a good testimony while he was living in Egypt. Joseph was sold to Egypt by his brothers and he served as a slave in the house of Potiphar, one of Pharaoh's officials, the captain of the guard. God gave Joseph the dreams of “binding sheaves of grains” and “stars” as visions that in the future his parents and brothers would bow down to the ground before him. (#1) Because of God’s revelation, Joseph still had hope during suffering. Because he was a person with hope, even though the wife of Potiphar seduced him, he had a heart that feared God and said: “How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?" (#2) People without hope would not afraid of sinning against God. Those Israelites, who were without faith, wandered in the wilderness for forty years, they worshipped the idols and not feared God so they died in the desert. (#3) Among the twelve spies, only Caleb and Joshua had faith to enter the Promised Land. They set their lives apart for holiness and followed God wholeheartedly so they could enter Canaan, the land they hoped for.
People have to take the consequences of their decisions. The Bible said: “A man reaps what he sows.” (#4) So those have hope and set apart their lives for holiness to serve God would receive God’s reward. Those who are of the world and follow the trend of the world would die in their sins. (#5)  God judges the world with the flood before. (#6)  Because Noah feared God and listened to God’s command to build the ark, his whole family was saved by entering the ark. (#7) Those who had no hope because they did not believe perished in the flood.  Since our God is loving and righteous, He cannot be mocked. (#8)
A person who fears God and has hope should be just like Abraham and live out his life with the following beliefs:
Live a simple life.  Abraham was very wealthy. He had 318 servants. (#9) Yet he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents. (#10) Abraham knew that material things are temporary, like passing clouds that vanish in an instant. (#11) So he did not focus on materialism but was content with his simple life. (#12)
Live by faith. God promised Abraham that he would have his own son. (#13) Abraham waited for twenty five years before this promised fulfilled. Even though he and his wife passed the age of fertility, by faith they believed, not by sight. (#14) So at the age of 100, he received a son God gave him, Isaac.
Pray for the heavenly things. Abraham was longing for a better country—a heavenly one. (#15) Christians’ citizenship is in heaven. (#16) The purpose for Christians to live on earth is to be Christ's ambassadors (#17), not to stay there for enjoyment. To be with Christ in heaven is far better. (#18)
May those brothers and sisters who love the Lord live out the beliefs mentioned above, pursue and set their minds on things above (#19), to be God’s ambassadors stationing in this world. When we finished our earthly work, we would receive “the crown of righteousness” in heaven which is in store for us by the Lord. (#20)
Day 30
Reflection on My Way to Win the Prize
Meditation: The life set apart for holiness
Scripture Memory Verse: “So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.” (2 Peter 3:14)
Application: Have I given my heart to God already? (Proverbs 23:26)
Notes
1. Genesis 37:10
2. Genesis 39:9
3. 1 Corinthians 10:5-7
4. Galatians 6:7
5. John 8:24
6. 2 Peter 3:6
7. Hebrews 11:7
8. Galatians 6:7
9. Genesis 14:14
10. Hebrews 11:9
11. Ecclesiastes 5:15
12. 1 Timothy 6:8
13. Genesis 15:4
14. Romans 4:19
15. Hebrews 11:16
16. Philippians 3:20
17. 2 Corinthians 5:20
18. Philippians 1:23
19. Colossians 3:2
20. 2 Timothy 4:8
Appendix — Discussion Questions
Appendix — Discussion Questions
The following questions may be discussed in small groups, Bible study classes, fellowships, or Sunday school.
How Can We Receive God’s Reward?
1. Are there conditions for receiving freely given salvation?
2. Is the requirement that only those born again can enter the kingdom of heaven (John 3:5) reasonable?
3. Which qualities of a citizen of heaven have I not yet attained?
Living by the Word That Comes from God’s Mouth
4. What does the statement “the Word was God” (John 1:1) mean?
5. Can people come to know God through research?
6. What is sound faith?
7. Which do you consider most essential: memorizing Scripture, understanding Scripture, or putting Scripture into practice?
8. In which areas do people today criticize Christians most?
9. What conditions must Christians fulfill when casting out demons?
Accomplishing the Work by God’s Spirit
10. What does it mean to hunger and thirst for God?
11. How can we know that the voice we hear is the Holy Spirit’s voice rather than our own?
12. What does it mean to be filled with the Holy Spirit?
13. How can a person surrender to God?
14. What are the marks of a person who truly fears God?
15. How can we receive the true peace that the Lord gives?
Overcoming the World by Faith
16. What kind of faith is genuine faith?
17. Does a person who does good works necessarily have faith?
18. What does it mean to believe God’s word?
19. Since God already knows people’s hearts, why does he still test their faith?
20. Is a person’s faith like rowing against the current: if it does not advance, does it go backward?
21. Should Christians persist in fasting and asking God for something they very much want?
Having Confidence through Love
22. Which expressions of God’s love do you consider most important?
23. How can we put love into practice through God’s strength?
24. Which is more urgent in God’s eyes: concern for the salvation of people’s souls or concern for their material needs?
25. How should we put the teaching of 愛屋及烏—extending our love to those connected with the person we love—into practice?
26. How does Paul’s “discarding all things” (Philippians 3:9, as cited in the source) differ from the Buddhist practice of leaving home to enter monastic life?
27. What is the correct meaning of a Christian’s “dedication of oneself”?
Becoming Heirs through Hope
28. When faced with tradition and new insight given by God, which way should Christians go?
29. What things of eternal value should Christians pursue?
30. What does it mean for Christians to live a “simple, frugal” life?
Translation note
All thirty discussion questions and their six section headings have been translated. Some numbers were implicit or missing in the extracted Chinese text; consecutive numbering has been supplied for navigation. Biblical references are preserved as written in the source.
Earlier English author note
Earlier English author note
Translation note
An earlier English author note preserved with the book materials. The archive contains distinct English versions; no translator or date is separately credited on this sheet. The book credits Winnie Choi for its original English translation.
About the Author:
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Another preserved English author note
Translation note
An earlier English author note preserved with the book materials. The archive contains distinct English versions; no translator or date is separately credited on this sheet. The book credits Winnie Choi for its original English translation.
About the Author:
Rev. David Tsang was born in China.  He has believed in God since childhood through
his experiences with answered prayers. He answered God’s calling and dedicated himself to
God’s work during the Chinese Cultural Revolution. Rev. Tsang pursued his seminary
studies in Evangelical Free Seminary in Hong Kong, Trinity Seminary in the United States
and Fuller Seminary in the United States and he received his degrees in TH.B, M.Div.,TH.M.,
and Doctor of Missiology respectively. Rev. Tsang was also the founder of Chinese Christian
Vineyard Church of South California in US and the Methodist Shower of Blessings Church.
He was the senior pastor of Cornerstone UM Church, Washington DC Christian Church, 
Chinese Baptist church of Columbia, and Boon Church of Oversea Chinese Mission respectively.
Besides the publication of this book “The Prize of God’s Calling Ensured Life”, he is the author
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gift in evangelism and has used him in the past to bring thousands to Christ.  He is now the 
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