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The archive filename names its first topic, Understanding the Old Testament. This descriptive collection title covers all six topics actually preserved: the Old and New Testaments, theology, household life, health, and Chinese culture and church music. All available text is translated; David’s own English expressions are retained. His historical, medical and music-theory assertions are presented as archival writing, not updated guidance. The final sentence introduces a song, but no score or lyrics follow in the source file. The Chinese spiral-poem grid is retained, with its meaning and construction explained in English.
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‘Scripture’ is inspired by God (2 Timothy 3:16). The ‘Old Testament’ is called ‘old’ in relation to the ‘New Testament’ (Hebrews 8:10–13). (‘Covenant’ means ‘contract.’) The present Old Testament of thirty-nine books was determined by the Jewish Council of Jammia in AD 90. Later, in AD 125, Jewish scholars in Alexandria translated the Old Testament into Greek; this is called the Septuagint. The order of the Old Testament books in today’s Chinese and English Bibles follows that of the Septuagint.
(1) Comparing the old and new contracts: Old — New.
Old: The law is written on stone tablets. New: The law is written on the heart (Jeremiah 31:33).
Old: The record of the nation of Israel. New: The record of the new people of Israel.
Old: To Christ. New: In Christ.
Old: Like a photographic negative. New: Like the developed photograph.
The ancient church father Augustine said, ‘The New Testament is contained in the Old; the Old Testament is explained by the New. The New Testament is concealed in the Old; the Old Testament is revealed by the New.’ (contained; explained; concealed; revealed)
(2) Outline of the Old Testament: 1. Law (5). 2. History (12). 3. Poetry (5). 4. Prophecy (17).
1. The beginnings of the chosen people, their deliverance, and their inheritance of the Promised Land.
A. Genesis: The beginnings of the world and humanity, and the choosing of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. B. Exodus: The deliverance of the chosen people.
C. Leviticus: The chosen people are set apart as holy. D. Numbers: The chosen people’s life in the wilderness. E. Deuteronomy: God’s commandments are restated to a new generation.
2. The chosen people enter the Promised Land, are taken into exile, and return:
A. The period of the judges: In the Promised Land, the chosen people befriend the world. God raises up judges to deliver them from oppression by foreign enemies. B. The period of the kingdom: Saul is rejected, David sins, and Solomon is not wholehearted.
C. The period of division: The northern kingdom falls to Assyria (721 BC), and the southern kingdom to Babylon (586 BC). D. The period of exile: Daniel does not fear oppressive power, and Esther sacrifices herself for others.
E. The period of restoration: Nehemiah builds the city, and Ezra builds the temple.
3. Through suffering, the chosen people awaken and come to trust, praise and love God.
A. Job: The attitude the chosen people should have toward suffering. B. Psalms: Their intimate relationship with God. C. Proverbs: The light of wisdom for the chosen people. D. Ecclesiastes: Their awakening. E. Song of Songs: Their love.
4. The work of the four major prophets and twelve minor prophets, spanning more than four hundred years.
A. Isaiah: Foretells the Lord’s return and judgment. B. Jeremiah: Announces God’s judgment upon the nations and the exile of the chosen people. C. Ezekiel: Serves as a watchman for the exiled chosen people.
D. Daniel: Declares that God rules the world. E. Hosea: Urges the chosen people to return to God. F. Joel: Urges them to prepare to meet the Lord. G. Amos: Warns the chosen people of the northern kingdom.
H. Obadiah: Announces God’s punishment of Edom. I. Jonah: Announces God’s judgment upon Nineveh. J. Micah: Announces the Messiah’s birth and God’s judgment upon the northern and southern kingdoms.
K. Nahum: Foretells Nineveh’s destruction. L. Habakkuk: Though the chosen people do not understand, they can live by faith. M. Zephaniah: Foretells that the day of judgment is near, but that the chosen people have hope in the end.
N. Haggai: The chosen people return to their country to build the temple. O. Zechariah: Foretells a better temple to come. P. Malachi: Rebukes the sins of the chosen people and foretells the Savior’s coming.
(3) Insights to understand.
1. Jesus acknowledges the authority of the Old Testament (Luke 24:44). 2. The teachings of the Old and New Testaments do not contradict each other (Matthew 5:17).
3. Through the Old Testament, God leads people from what they know into what they do not yet know (John 3:14; 1:29). 4. Through the Old Testament, people come to appreciate the goodness of the New (John 1:17; Romans 7:23–25).
5. Interpretation of the Old Testament must follow the light of the New (Matthew 22:37–40). 6. Christians follow the New Testament standard and need not observe the standard God gave the Jews (Matthew 5:27–28; 33–34; 38–39; 1 Timothy 4:3–5). They may do so, but are not required to. For example, Christians may abstain from crabs (Leviticus 11:11), but by the New Testament standard there is no harm in eating them (1 Timothy 4:4).
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The twenty-seven books of the New Testament were accepted by the early church at the Council of Carthage in AD 397. Moved by the Holy Spirit, the church at that time perceived a difference between these twenty-seven books and other letters, and therefore accepted them. This was not an arbitrary decision, but an acceptance made in obedience to God.
(1) The origins of the Bible:
A. Ancient biblical manuscripts.
1. Codex Sinaiticus, also called ‘Aleph.’ A German scholar discovered this manuscript in 1844 at a monastery at the foot of Mount Sinai. It dates from the AD 300s and contains the entire New Testament.
2. Codex Vaticanus, also called ‘B.’ This manuscript may have been commissioned by Eusebius. It has been kept in the pope’s library in Rome since 1481. Its New Testament portion is incomplete.
3. Codex Alexandrinus, also called ‘A.’ This manuscript was produced in Alexandria and has been kept in the British Museum since 1627. Matthew, John and 2 Corinthians are incomplete.
4. Codex Ephraemi, also called ‘C.’ This manuscript is a work of the fourth century AD. Its New Testament portion is incomplete, and it is now kept in the national library in Paris.
5. Codex Bezae, also called ‘D.’ This sixth-century manuscript was discovered by Beza in 1562 and is now kept in Cambridge University Library.
6. The 清山 manuscript, also called ‘D2.’ This is the second part of the Beza manuscript and is now kept in the national library in Paris.
7. The Washington manuscript, also called ‘W.’ This is a fifth-century work. Its New Testament lacks Acts and Romans, and it is now kept in a library in Washington.
B. The Chinese Bible: the Union Version.
The Chinese Union Version was published in 1919 by the British, American and Scottish Bible societies. Five members of the translation committee devoted twenty-seven years of painstaking work to it.
Foreign missionaries translated this version. Although its Chinese is not entirely fluent, Chinese churches have accepted it widely. Many other Chinese Bible translations exist today, but their acceptance is comparatively limited. There are two reasons for the acceptance of the Union Version. First, its translation resulted from the decision of the international missionary conference held in China in 1890, rather than from the private wishes of an individual or small group. Second, the translators were people of very high quality. They had the Lord’s calling, scholarly learning and spiritual formation. They gave themselves to the Lord at great personal cost. One translator was Bishop Samuel L. Schereschewsky. He was bedridden for twenty-five years. While ill, he typed with one finger, overcoming every difficulty and persevering to complete the sacred work of translation. He said, ‘I have only one purpose in life: to translate God’s word into Chinese.’ We can see that the translators’ commitment and the Holy Spirit’s anointing explain why the Union Version was so warmly received.
Some passages in the Union Version need revision:
1. Acts 16:31: ‘They said, Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you and your whole household will be saved.’ A literal translation of this verse’s Greek is: ‘They said, Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved. (This opportunity is for) you and your whole household.’ (‘And they said, Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be save, you and your household.’)
2. 1 Peter 2:9: ‘But you are a chosen race, royal priests …’ A literal translation of this verse’s Greek is: ‘But you are a chosen race, those holding a royal priesthood …’ (‘But you are an elect race, a royal priesthood…’)
The first passage needs revision because God requires each person to have faith in order to be saved (Mark 16:16). The second needs correction because ‘priesthood’ and ‘priest’ are different Greek words. All English Bibles translate the word here as ‘priesthood.’ Christians’ priesthood today consists in offering spiritual sacrifices (Hebrews 13:15–16). God has not bestowed the office of priest in the church (Ephesians 4:11), because the Old Testament system of priests has been abolished in the New Testament era (Hebrews 9:6–10).
(2) Outline of the New Testament.
A. Gospel: The four Gospels portray Jesus from different perspectives. To the Jews, Jesus is King (Matthew). To the Romans, Jesus is Servant (Mark). To the Greeks, Jesus is the perfect Man (Luke). To the church, Jesus is the Son of God (John).
B. History: The Holy Spirit descends, the church is established, and the gospel reaches the Gentiles (Acts).
C. Letters: a) The Pauline letters, Romans through Hebrews, establish the church’s faith.
1) Romans: The reason for salvation, its way, and its results. 2) 1 Corinthians: Problems within the church. 3) 2 Corinthians: The pattern of God’s worker.
4) Galatians: The substance of the gospel. 5) Ephesians: The life believers ought to live. 6) Philippians: The attitude believers ought to have. 7) Colossians: The conduct believers ought to practice.
8) 1 Thessalonians: Understanding the church. 9) 2 Thessalonians: The church in the last days. 10) 1 Timothy: The character of church leaders. 11) 2 Timothy: Final words from prison.
12) Titus: Be a faithful fellow worker. 13) Philemon: Accept others. 14) Hebrews: Accept God’s new plan.
b) The general letters, James through Jude, strengthen those who suffer.
1) James: Have substance to your faith. 2) 1 Peter: Be saints. 3) 2 Peter: Be mature. 4) 1 John: Have genuine faith.
5) 2 John: Keep the Lord’s commands. 6) 3 John: Practice the truth.
D. Prophecy: The revelation John received on the island of Patmos concerning things that must happen in the future (Revelation).
(3) Related background knowledge:
A. Aramaic: The language commonly spoken by the people of Palestine in Jesus’ time.
B. The Targums: Explanations in Aramaic of the Hebrew Old Testament and Jewish oral tradition.
C. The Talmud: A collection of Jewish traditions and commentary on the Old Testament.
D. Pharisees: Those who strictly observed the law of Moses.
E. Sadducees: Secular leaders among the Jews.
F. Scribes: Those among the Jews who studied, interpreted and copied Scripture.
G. The Sanhedrin: A council of seventy, headed by the high priest and made up of priests, nobles, Pharisees, scribes and elders.
(4) English Bibles commonly encountered:
A. King James Version (KJV): Commissioned by King James of England; its language is exceptionally refined and dignified.
B. Revised Version (RV): A revision of the King James Version three hundred years later.
C. American Standard Version (ASV): American scholars’ revision of the Revised Version.
D. Revised Standard Version (RSV): A revision of the American Standard Version; the revising scholars were influenced by liberal theology.
E. The Living English Bible (LEB): Kenneth Taylor’s translation of the Bible into modern English.
F. New American Standard Bible (NASB): A further revision of the American Standard Version to make it faithful to the original text and accessible in language.
G. New International Version (NIV): Translated by scholars of sound faith from different countries, with the hope that it would become a common Bible for the English-speaking world.
(5) Principles of interpretation:
A. Scripture is God’s revelation to people, and its illumination is progressive. Therefore interpretation follows the later revelation. For example, all foods may be eaten (1 Timothy 4:4).
B. Interpreters must understand historical background and context, avoiding quotations taken out of context. For example, must women cover their heads when praying (1 Corinthians 11:4)?
C. A passage has only one interpretation, but may have more than one application. For example, ‘other languages’ in Acts 2:4 refers to the languages of different places, and cannot mean ‘tongues.’
D. In interpretation, seek harmony between passages. For example, works (James 2:17) express faith (Ephesians 2:8); the two do not conflict.
E. Interpretation rests on the original text. For example, Christians are those who hold a priesthood (1 Peter 2:9).
F. To interpret the New Testament, understand the Old; in interpreting the Old, defer to the New. For example, understand that Christians are the new people of Israel (Galatians 6:16), and that the Messiah has already come (John 1:41).
G. Admit that for the present you do not understand a particular passage. For example, when Jesus calls the bread his body (1 Corinthians 11:24), does he mean it literally or spiritually?
H. Do not add meaning to a passage. For example, being ‘baptized with the Holy Spirit’ (Acts 11:16) is not a second baptism.
I. Do not complicate a straightforward passage. For example, there are only two conditions for baptism (Acts 2:36–38).
J. Do not use a passage to support your own theological opinions. For example, using 2 Peter 3:9 to support universal salvation.
K. Do not give excessive attention to one area of teaching, such as charismatic teaching, otherworldly spirituality, or prosperity theology.
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‘Theology’ consists of two parts, ‘God’ (Theos) and ‘study’ (Logos); it is therefore the study of matters concerning God. People were created by God (Genesis 1:26), so they cannot know the Creator’s entire mind. God has not told people everything, and they therefore often reason about what he means. Such reasoning is theology. Because people differ in background and learning, they also differ in their understanding of God’s revelation. Thus different theologies arise. Among these differing views, we must use God’s revelation as our standard for discerning his true meaning. The majority is not necessarily right, nor the minority necessarily wrong. A great scholar is not necessarily right, nor an unknown person necessarily wrong. Whether an understanding is right depends on the degree of a person’s unity with God. The views of someone who resembles the Lord are better able to accord with God’s mind. The following are several theological questions that preachers should understand.
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1. Is Salvation a Human Decision or God’s Predetermination?
A. Relevant Scripture: ‘Brothers loved by the Lord, we ought always to thank God for you, because from the beginning he chose you for salvation through faith in the true word and through being made holy by the Holy Spirit’ (2 Thessalonians 2:13). Here are both God’s determination (‘chose’) and the human decision (‘faith’).
B. Insights from those before us:
1. ‘God’s election is based on God’s foreknowledge.’ (Harry Ironside)
2. ‘Leave to God the task of reconciling divine sovereignty and human freedom.’ (William Pettingill)
3. ‘God’s sovereignty does not violate human freedom.’ (Arthur Pierson)
4. ‘Human free will is the hand that receives God’s gift of salvation.’ (Augustine)
5. ‘God is limited by human freedom.’ (E.Y. Mullins)
6. ‘Human freedom does not exist independently.’ (Nathan Wood)
C. A reasonable reconciliation.
1. God predestines only the way of salvation—through Jesus Christ—and its result—adoption as sons. He does not predestine the process, the response to the gospel (Ephesians 1:4).
2. Human freedom is not absolute (Philippians 2:13). Free decisions are often affected by external and internal influences. For example, an addict’s decision to take drugs is not very free. A demon-possessed person’s suicide is not the free decision of a person in a normal condition.
3. To accommodate people, God makes concessions so that their freedom is not taken away. This does not affect God’s sovereignty (Romans 9:14–15).
4. God has the right to show particular grace to certain people without telling us why (Acts 13:48).
5. Those who receive particular grace have power from the Holy Spirit to choose salvation (1 Corinthians 12:3).
Conclusion: A person’s freedom to choose faith in the Lord comes from God’s grace. God has the right to choose whom to give grace. Those who ask God why they have not been chosen to receive grace would do better first to examine what problems within themselves prevent God from giving them grace, for God shows no partiality (Acts 10:34).
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Why Does God Save People by Becoming Human?
A. To save people, God must first identify with them, and so he became human flesh and blood (Hebrews 2:14).
B. God intends to take away the devil’s power over death among humanity (Hebrews 2:14).
C. God intends to have experiential knowledge of human distress (Hebrews 2:17–18).
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3. Why Does God Not Remove the Devil Immediately?
A. God has his timetable, just as a farmer plans when to remove the weeds (Matthew 13:30).
B. ‘There is an appointed time for everything’ (Ecclesiastes 3:1). God’s time has not yet come.
C. ‘All things work together’ (Romans 8:28). The devil’s existence benefits Christians in their exercise of faith (1 Peter 5:8–9) and obedience (Exodus 20:3).
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4. Do Believers Have a Sense of Security in Salvation?
A. Faith should not rest on feelings (Romans 4:19).
B. The Holy Spirit gives assurance in believers’ hearts (Romans 8:16).
C. Only believers who listen to the Lord’s voice have true security in salvation (John 10:27–29).
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5. How Does God Guide Believers in the Way They Should Go?
Scripture says, ‘Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not rely on your own understanding. Acknowledge him in everything you do, and he will direct your paths’ (Proverbs 3:5–6). How exactly does God guide believers in the immediate decisions of daily life? Their daily decisions fall into two broad categories: decisions concerning right and wrong, and decisions concerning better and worse choices. In the former, God guides believers through Scripture (Psalm 119:105); in the latter, God’s Spirit moves in their hearts so that they can make the best decision.
A. According to God’s word. God’s word is the standard for believers’ conduct (2 Timothy 3:16–17). A Christian young woman once sought God’s will about whether to marry an unbelieving man. She found God’s answer in Scripture: ‘… only marry someone in the Lord’ (1 Corinthians 7:39).
B. According to the wisdom God gives. Those who have God-given wisdom will understand two things:
1. The arrangement of circumstances does not necessarily justify concluding that something is God’s guidance.
Favorable circumstances do not necessarily show that a believer is walking in God’s will. When Jonah disobeyed God’s command to preach in Nineveh and instead wanted to sail to Tarshish, he obtained a ticket without difficulty. This does not mean God arranged it; perhaps there were few passengers and buying a ticket was not difficult. Likewise, unfavorable circumstances do not necessarily mean God is blocking the way. If they did, Joseph’s imprisonment in Egypt and subsequent rise to become its chief minister could not have been God’s guidance. In short, whether circumstances are favorable or unfavorable does not establish whether a believer is following God’s guidance.
2. Through the Holy Spirit’s prompting in the heart and through common sense, believers can make the best choices for God’s kingdom and for themselves.
Believers should base decisions on objective information and peace in their hearts. Someone deciding whether to go camping should consult the local weather forecast. Someone who feels no peace after making a decision should carefully reconsider whether it is appropriate. The feeling in the heart may be a ‘sixth sense’ given by the Holy Spirit. Such an intimation is the Holy Spirit’s guidance.
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6. How Does the Holy Spirit Guide Believers in Prayer?
Scripture says, ‘Pray and make requests at all times in every way through the Holy Spirit’ (Ephesians 6:18), and also, ‘Pray in the Holy Spirit’ (Jude 20). Thus believers’ prayer is closely related to the Holy Spirit. The Spirit not only helps believers pray, but also prays for the saints (Romans 8:26).
A. The Holy Spirit helps believers pray.
The Holy Spirit’s help in prayer has three meanings:
1. The Holy Spirit moves believers to pray according to God’s will, for only then is prayer effective (1 John 5:14).
When people pray according to God’s will, God has already answered before they pray or while they are still praying (Isaiah 65:24).
2. The Holy Spirit gives believers faith so that in prayer they hold on to God’s promises, as Abraham did (Romans 4:20).
Prayer in faith includes believing not only that God ‘can’ and ‘will,’ but also that he ‘has already’ heard believers’ prayers according to his promise (Mark 11:24).
3. The Holy Spirit gives believers a heart to do God’s will, enabling them to live holy lives, because God hears only the cries of those who do his will (1 John 3:22).
Failure to do God’s will is sin. Sin separates people from God (Isaiah 59:1–2).
B. The Holy Spirit prays for believers.
‘The Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words’ (Romans 8:26). This verse has two possible meanings:
1. The Holy Spirit’s prayer consists of groanings uttered through the believer’s mouth.
God heard the Israelites’ groaning cries (Exodus 3:7) and sent Moses down to Egypt to rescue them. God knows the content of their prayer of ‘groaning’ (Matthew 6:8).
2. The Holy Spirit silently prays for believers in their hearts, with content the believers themselves do not know.
Whichever of these ways the Holy Spirit uses, the result is the same: God makes all things work together for the good of those who love him (Romans 8:28). Therefore, whether believers love the Lord is very important. Unless a person who does not love the Lord is willing to repent sincerely, that person’s prayers are ineffective (Psalm 66:18). Sadly, many believers today do not recognize the seriousness of failing to love the Lord (1 Corinthians 16:22), and suppose it is acceptable.
Understanding Theological Questions
7. What Is God’s Definition of Success?
People whom God uses greatly are not very successful in this world by worldly standards. Paul was regarded as ‘the filth of the world, the refuse of all things’ (1 Corinthians 4:13). The missionary Jim Elliot was martyred for the Lord in South America. He considered himself a wise person. He said, ‘To give up entirely what one has no power to keep, in order to gain what one cannot lose for a lifetime, is truly wise.’ The wise pursue the Lord and seek to please him, because the world’s so-called ‘success’ will eventually pass away. Here are several biblical definitions of success:
A. Success is faithfulness.
‘People should regard us as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries. What is required of stewards is that they be faithful’ (1 Corinthians 4:1–2). Success in God’s eyes is faithful obedience, not worldly achievement. Moses struck the rock in the wilderness and brought out water, saving many from dying of thirst: a remarkable miracle. Yet in God’s eyes it was a great failure, because it did not please him. Moses was punished for this act and could not enter the Promised Land. The worldly saying, ‘The winner becomes king and the loser a bandit,’ does not apply in God’s kingdom. Those who will reign with the Lord in his kingdom are people the world regards as failures but whom God regards as faithful (1 Corinthians 1:28; Matthew 25:23).
B. Success is serving people.
The Lord Jesus said, ‘The Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve’ (Mark 10:45). A person with a spirit of service will one day succeed, because such a person resembles the Lord and will receive God’s blessing. When Samuel Brengle joined the Salvation Army, he was assigned to clean boots. At first he was unwilling. Later, he obeyed God and served others. Because he stood the test, the Lord later made him responsible for the Salvation Army in the United States.
C. Success is loving the Lord.
The Lord values love. Therefore, when he saw Peter after the resurrection, his first question was, ‘Do you love me more than these?’ (John 21:15). The Lord values believers’ love more than their work. Of course, those who love him will show it in their work, but those who show results in their work do not necessarily love him. God’s first commandment to people is to love God (Matthew 22:37–38).
Love for God is expressed by keeping the Lord’s commands (John 14:15), sacrificial giving (Luke 7:46–47), and spending time in fellowship with him (Luke 10:39–42).
D. Success is having great faith.
Scripture says, ‘Without faith, a person cannot please God’ (Hebrews 11:6). When God promised to bless Abraham and make his descendants as numerous as the stars in heaven, Abraham believed God’s word, and God regarded him as righteous (Genesis 15:6). Only those who have faith can be saved (Hebrews 10:39). God looks at the heart (1 Samuel 16:7). Without faith, a person cannot please the Lord. When the centurion asked Jesus to heal his servant by ‘healing at a distance,’ Jesus replied with great pleasure, ‘I have not seen such great faith, even in Israel!’ (Luke 7:9). Jesus did not praise the centurion’s power or position, but his faith. Thus, in the Lord’s eyes, it is the person of faith who has enduring success.
E. Success is having a positive attitude.
Of Israel’s twelve spies, only Caleb and Joshua had a positive attitude. As a result, both succeeded in entering the Promised Land. A positive person sees half a glass of water; a negative person sees only the empty half. A positive person sees God’s presence; a negative person sees the difficulties. A positive person believes that what is impossible for people is possible for God; a negative person thinks it is better to have one less thing to deal with. A positive person believes he can do all things through the one who strengthens him (Philippians 4:13). A negative person avoids difficulties and opposes every new suggestion.
Today’s society emphasizes the transmission of knowledge but neglects the correction of attitudes. This is very sad. Edison was an inventor with a positive attitude. He failed five hundred times while testing materials for light-bulb filaments, yet said, ‘I have discovered five hundred materials that cannot be used for filaments.’ He succeeded because he had a positive attitude, not because he was lucky.
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8. Does God Call Sisters in the Lord to Become Pastors?
This question concerns two things: God’s freedom and God’s decision.
A. God is free to call believing sisters to the work of shepherding a church. God does not rank men and women differently (Galatians 3:27–28). If he were not free to do this, he would not be the almighty God.
B. Whether God will call sisters to become pastors is disputed among denominations today. Those who hold that he will not do so argue as follows: a pastor holds the office of elder (1 Peter 5:1) or overseer (1 Timothy 3:1). The early church had no ‘deaconesses’—the original word is ‘wives’ (1 Timothy 3:11)—and no female elders (1 Timothy 3:2); thus the instructions about elders do not include being ‘the wife of one husband.’ Today’s female pastors, like the biblical Apocrypha, are later developments. Those who hold that God will do so argue that, since men and women have no difference of rank before God (Galatians 3:27–28), God will raise up sisters to lead churches today. Since we do not know whether God will do this, we must seek the confirmation of the brothers and sisters in the church. If a sister says she has God’s calling and the qualities and preparation for pastoral ministry, God will surely move the church’s brothers and sisters to accept her. Such verification must be required of every pastor. The question today should not be ‘May women become pastors?’ but ‘May this particular person become a pastor?’ Pastoral ministry concerns calling and quality, not gender, for people cannot limit God or fathom his mind (Romans 11:34).
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9. Does God Require Believers to Have Good Relationships?
Scripture says, ‘If possible, do all you can to live at peace with everyone’ (Romans 12:18). Here ‘everyone’ does not include those who live in sin, for Scripture says, ‘If someone called a brother is sexually immoral, greedy, an idolater, abusive, a drunkard or an extortioner, do not associate with such a person; do not even eat with him’ (1 Corinthians 5:11). Having good relationships does not require being a person who agrees with everyone, for someone who pleases people rather than the Lord is unworthy to be his disciple (Galatians 1:10). Provided they do not offend the Lord, Christians should win people’s affection, because believers who are well regarded can lead people to the Lord (Acts 2:47). The following is basic knowledge for those who wish to have good relationships:
1. Have the right focus. When interacting and speaking with people, do not focus on yourself; care more about the other person. Scripture says, ‘Let each of you look not only to your own affairs, but also to the affairs of others’ (Philippians 2:4). Unselfish people have a wide circle of acquaintances; self-centered people have few friends.
2. Appreciate other people’s strengths. Everyone has strengths and weaknesses. Accepting people as they are is more realistic than expecting the ideal condition they ought to have. Only this way can our lives be happier. A pastor once reflected, ‘I was considered for positions in two churches. The first asked what hidden shortcomings I had; the second asked what gifts I could contribute to its ministry. God eventually led me to become pastor of the second.’ Scripture’s instruction to ‘regard others as better than yourself’ (Philippians 2:3) means seeing their strengths. Those who are always ‘looking for bones inside an egg’ are not popular.
3. Be courteous. Scripture says, ‘Rise before the gray-haired, honor the elderly, and fear your God. I am the LORD’ (Leviticus 19:32). As the saying goes, ‘Those who respect others are always respected by others.’ Courteous people speak gently. Scripture says, ‘A gentle tongue can break a bone’ (Proverbs 25:15).
4. Understand others’ feelings. Scripture says, ‘Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep’ (Romans 12:11).
5. Seek the greatest good of others. Love ‘does not seek its own benefit’ (1 Corinthians 13:5). Thus, someone who considers another person’s good is loving, and loving people have good relationships. Once my wife told the sister who cared for our baby, ‘Our baby is growing day by day. You should plan for yourself early and look for work elsewhere. Do not neglect your own preparations because you worry that no one will look after our baby.’ Hearing these unselfish words, the sister was moved to tears. Many selfish people today like to give others fish but are unwilling to teach them to fish: giving fish makes them feel satisfied, while teaching someone to fish would end their opportunity to play the benefactor. Someone has said, ‘Give a person a fish and feed him for a meal; teach him to fish and feed him for life.’ The same principle applies here: ‘Give someone food and relieve him for a time; lead him to faith in the Lord and he benefits for life.’
6. Praise others’ good qualities. Praise gives people ‘whatever is due to them’ (Romans 13:7). Praise differs from flattery. Praise speaks the truth with a good motive; flattery exaggerates with a bad motive. For example, when we see a mother holding a baby, we may say, ‘Your baby is lovely!’ That is praise. If we say, ‘Your baby is the most beautiful in the whole world, because her mother is more beautiful than a fairy,’ that is flattery! People with crooked motives are skilled at flattery; people who lack inward security are unwilling to praise.
7. Let others contribute their views to decisions. Scripture says, ‘Without prior consultation, plans fail; with many advisers, plans succeed’ (Proverbs 15:22). As the saying goes, ‘A person will serve someone who understands him.’ When people feel respected and included, they will brave fire and water without hesitation. When they feel ignored, they will not participate and may even disrupt or sabotage the work. A mature person should understand that contributing an opinion does not mean it will necessarily be accepted.
8. Be willing to listen when others speak. Listening expresses acceptance. Scripture says, ‘Listen’ (Proverbs 8:6), and, ‘Let each of you be quick to listen’ (James 1:19). Giving others opportunities to express their opinions can prevent many misunderstandings between people.
9. Do not be too hasty. Scripture says, ‘There is an appointed time for everything, and a season for everything under heaven’ (Ecclesiastes 3:1). An impatient person has to do a task twice. As the saying goes, ‘Haste prevents achievement.’ No one likes being pressured into a rushed decision. In dealing with others, give them time and space. Do not press too hard: when things are pushed to extremes, they reverse direction and the result is poor.
10. Speak appropriately. Scripture says, ‘A word spoken fittingly is like golden apples in a silver lattice’ (Proverbs 25:11). For example, when you see a mother holding a baby, praise the baby’s loveliness; do not begin by saying, ‘This child will die someday.’ Although factually true, such a statement is neither reasonable nor considerate, and will damage relationships. A person who does not know how to conduct himself with others has no influence on them.
11. Be transparent. Transparent people are easily trusted. Jesus praised Nathanael, saying, ‘Look, this is a true Israelite; there is no deceit in his heart’ (John 1:47). An honest person can accept himself. People keep a respectful distance from someone whose thoughts and motives are deeply concealed.
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Understanding How to Put One’s Household in Order
Putting one’s household in order is a Christian’s responsibility and testimony. Someone unable to manage his own household cannot be a church leader (1 Timothy 3:5). The Four Books also say that one must first order the household before governing the state and bringing peace to the world (The Great Learning). Evangelists therefore need to understand how to order their households.
Knowledge to acquire.
A. Elements of a happy marriage:
1. A life born anew. Those who have God’s life have God’s nature. Those with God’s nature do not quibble over every little thing with others; they are ‘good people.’ Someone has said, ‘When two good people are together, they seldom quarrel. When a good person and a bad person are together, the good one suffers loss and mistreatment. When two bad people are together, they are as incompatible as fire and water.’
2. Love. Scripture divides love into three levels: physical love, friendship, and God’s love. A couple with only physical love focuses on desire. Desire cannot sustain a good marriage indefinitely. When beauty fades with age or the fragrance of ‘wild flowers’ beckons, the marriage breaks down. Friendship also cannot sustain a good marriage indefinitely. It is like a potted flower: it needs constant care, or it withers and dies. Friendship is difficult to maintain because people are unreliable. In history, Liu Bang and Xiang Yu were sworn brothers, and Sun Bin and Pang Juan were close school friends; later they still turned against each other and fought to destroy one another! Only God’s love has lasting sustaining power. Not long ago, a former president of Columbia Seminary in North Carolina, USA, resigned to care for his sick wife at home. For a time this was widely praised. God’s love seeks the other person’s highest good.
3. Communication. Communication is not simply exchanging information; it is a satisfying conversation. Both parties must treat each other with the respect shown to an honored guest. They seek agreement about expectations, rights, boundaries, division of responsibilities, and commitment, conveying their love through both words and unspoken expressions, until neither wants the exchange to end.
B. Biblical requirements:
1. Requirements for husbands: A husband must love his wife unselfishly and unconditionally (Ephesians 5:25). This differs from ‘Infatuation.’ Infatuation clouds the mind and sees the other person through one’s imagination. Unconditional love knows the other person as she really is, yet accepts and honors her completely.
2. Requirements for wives: A wife must submit to her husband as to the Lord (Ephesians 5:22). She submits to her husband for the Lord’s sake. When the husband ‘plays an opposing role’ to the Lord, she should obey the Lord first, because the original reason for submitting to her husband is obedience to the Lord. A wife should not casually accuse her husband of opposing the Lord as an excuse for disregarding him.
3. Requirements for parents: Parents’ love for their children is a God-given instinct (1 Thessalonians 2:7; Genesis 25:28). Many parents today focus only on material provision and neglect spending time with their children and teaching them God’s word. Only when parents spend time with their children and set a good example will the children be willing to accept instruction.
4. Requirements for children: Children should honor their parents (Exodus 20:12) and care for them (1 Timothy 5:4). Someone who does not care for family members is worse than an unbeliever (1 Timothy 5:8).
(2) The way of reconciliation.
A. Principles for handling disputes:
1. Both parties must agree to resolve the existing difficulties. One-sided effort is fruitless.
2. Address the problem of sin. No technical guidance can resolve the difficulties of people who live in sin.
3. Seek a change of life. Those who do not change their own lives but ask only that God change the other person will often complain that God does not hear prayer and will be deeply disappointed.
4. Help both parties see the advantages and disadvantages of the options, so they willingly make decisions that are their own.
B. Points to note:
1. Pray and cast out demons. Prayer to cast out demons can reduce people’s speaking devilish nonsense.
2. Have each party separately write an assessment of themselves and the other person, the changes they hope the other will make, and the elements of an ideal marriage. Then discuss these.
3. Analyze the consequences of each decision for both parties, helping them choose the best one.
4. Note the biases and deficiencies of secular and Western counseling. A woman who had no peace because of adultery once sought help from Dr. Field. This counseling expert advised her to choose joy for her family’s good. Is that not as absurd as telling a person with insomnia to overcome himself and try hard to choose sleep? What she needed was the Lord’s forgiveness, not the experts’ unworkable advice. If their advice worked, there would not be so many divorced counseling experts in the world.
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Understanding the Way of Health
God wants his people to be healthy (1 John 2). Therefore, do not suppose that only those in poor physical health are spiritual. Evangelists must have a correct understanding of health:
Causes of ill health:
A. Congenital causes. In Jesus’ time, a man had been blind from birth (John 9:1) and was later healed by the Lord. Thus some people’s ill health is congenital.
B. Sin. The Old Testament records that Miriam contracted leprosy because she slandered Moses, God’s servant (Numbers 12:9–10). Repentance is therefore one way to health.
C. Neglect of responsibility. The prophet Elijah’s depression resulted from neglecting food, drink and sleep (1 Kings 19:3–8). People’s colds and influenza today also result from neglecting food and drink and from insufficient sleep.
D. Bacterial infection. Job’s sores were probably caused by bacterial infection, although people at that time did not yet know bacteria existed. Thus there are harmful bacteria among microbial organisms.
(2) Factors that promote health:
A. Health of the spirit. Those who have a good relationship with God are healthy in spirit. To reach this goal, believers should have the following experiences:
1. Fasting, repentance and prayer. Through fasting, the people of Nineveh concentrated on repentance and returned to God (Jonah 3:5).
2. Feeding on God’s word. The Lord Jesus believed God’s word when he was tempted (Matthew 4:4).
3. Experiencing God in adversity. The Israelites were exiled, ‘eating hardship and drinking affliction’ (Isaiah 30:29).
B. Health of the soul. Those whose hearts are clear and joyful are healthy in soul.
1. Choose the path of righteousness. David’s soul was restored and he walked in the right way (Psalm 23:3).
2. Attend to God’s word. Mary was willing to act according to God’s word, and rejoiced in her heart and spirit (Luke 1:38, 46).
C. Physical health:
1. Exercise. Strong muscles can strengthen resistance to illness. Running can strengthen the heart muscle. Deep-breathing qigong helps strengthen the qi in the dantian, making one less prone to fatigue. Clenching and grinding the teeth after rising in the morning helps keep the teeth healthy.
2. Eat healthy food. Drink more water and worry less. Smile more and become angry less.
3. Prevention is better than treatment. Attend to the body’s warning signals. Dr. Stanley Englebardt tells us of the following signs of illness:
a) Prostate cancer: Suddenly needing to get up in the middle of the night to urinate; difficult, weak urination; sometimes a dull ache in the anus.
b) Lung cancer: A dry cough becomes a cough with much sticky phlegm.
c) Skin cancer: Red or white spots—especially blue spots—appear in a mole that has remained unchanged for a long time.
d) Colorectal cancer: Blood or mucus in the stool; cramping pain in the lower abdomen.
e) Breast cancer: A lump or a change in the shape of the breast.
f) Heart disease: A feeling of tightness or fullness; extreme fatigue.
(3) Biblical teaching concerning health.
A. A theology of health: Ill health is related to sin (1 Corinthians 11:30). To receive healing, the sick must first address the problem of sin (Mark 2:5). God wants people to be healthy (3 John 2), so he creates doctors as his instruments to help the sick (Mark 2:17). God also heals the sick himself (Mark 2:11), but not every sick person receives healing from the Lord (Luke 4:27). Everyone with faith can receive healing (Acts 14:9), because the Lord bore lashes for us so that we might be healed (Isaiah 53:5). Nevertheless, those whom God heals will ultimately die (Isaiah 38:5), because Christians’ home is in heaven, and death is the way into that heavenly home (2 Corinthians 5:1).
B. Ways of receiving healing:
1. See a doctor. Doctors are servants whom God has prepared on earth to care for the sick. Recovery depends on the restorative power God has placed within the body.
2. Receive God’s healing: a) Believe God’s promise to heal people (Matthew 8:17). b) Confess sin (James 5:16). c) Ask the elders to come, lay hands on you and pray (James 5:14).
d) Learn the spiritual lesson you should learn (Job 42:10). e) Acknowledge your wrong to others (Numbers 12:10–11).
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Understanding Chinese Culture
To preach the gospel to people, one must understand their local culture. Preachers who do not understand it will cause misunderstanding and resentment. Culture includes literature, traditions and the arts. Generally, people with greater cultural learning find it easier to preach to those with less. Of course, the Holy Spirit’s work is still more important. Yet when both have the Spirit’s anointing, the more culturally cultivated preacher seems to achieve greater results. Paul was a highly educated preacher, and more than half the New Testament letters came from his hand. Thus a person with greater cultural learning can be used more fully by the Holy Spirit.
The gospel’s effectiveness depends not only on the Holy Spirit’s work, but also on whether those receiving it hold its messenger in esteem. John Wesley once ignored a German missionary’s advice that he must rely on the Lord’s righteousness alone for salvation. Later, however, he accepted Martin Luther’s teaching of justification by faith, because he admired Luther. If a preacher has greater cultivation, the range of people he can reach will be broader. This is not a question of right or wrong, but a reality we must accept and face.
Literary cultivation.
Preachers need sufficient literary cultivation to ‘convey the Way through writing.’ Incoherent sermons or articles filled with incorrect characters are unlikely to convince educated people. Most American-born Chinese today cannot accept the message of a preacher whose pronunciation is inaccurate. Thus the quality of the evangelist matters too. Someone deeply cultivated in Chinese culture must know its treasures: the Four Books and Five Classics, and Chinese poetry and lyrics. The Four Books and Five Classics have shaped the fundamental spirit of the Chinese people and express their character. Chinese poetry and lyrics crystallize Chinese thought and are exquisite flowers of Chinese culture.
A. The Four Books and Five Classics.
a) The Four Books:
1) The Analects. This records Confucius’s discussions of learning with his students. It is said, ‘Master half the Analects and you can govern the world.’
2) The Great Learning. Tradition says Zisi wrote it according to the teaching of his grandfather Confucius. Its three guiding principles and eight objectives contain what a leader seeking the highest good should know. The three principles are ‘making bright virtue manifest, drawing close to the people, and resting with the people.’ The eight objectives are ‘investigating things, extending knowledge, making intentions sincere, rectifying the heart, cultivating oneself, ordering the household, governing the state, and bringing peace to the world.’
3) The Doctrine of the Mean. Written by Zisi, this teaches people to accept the impartial and unchanging cultivation of Yao and Shun: knowing Heaven and practicing benevolence.
4) Mencius. Written by Mencius and disciples including Wan Zhang, this promotes benevolence and righteousness and attacks the heterodox and false teachings of its time.
b) The Five Classics:
1) The Book of Changes. It was written to ‘investigate principles fully, fulfill one’s nature, and thereby arrive at one’s destiny’: to examine the principles of the world, develop human nature, and fulfill the life mission appointed by Heaven.
2) The Book of Documents. A collection of ancient Chinese historical documents spanning as much as seventeen hundred years, it records the reverence of China’s ancient ancestors for the Lord on high and their dealings with him.
3) The Book of Songs. China’s first collected anthology of poetry, it contains works from the eleventh through sixth centuries BC. Compiled by Confucius, it has three hundred and five poems. Confucius said, ‘The three hundred poems can be summed up in one phrase: no depraved thoughts.’ In ancient China, poetry and music were inseparable. We may call the Book of Songs China’s classical music.
4) The Book of Rites. This includes ancient traditional institutions, written laws and popular customs, giving the Chinese people the fine name of ‘a nation of rites and righteousness.’
5) The Spring and Autumn Annals. A chronological history written by Confucius, recording two hundred and forty years of Chinese history from 722 to 481 BC.
Besides the Four Books and Five Classics, the Daodejing and the Classic of Filial Piety are worth studying. Every word of Laozi’s five-thousand-character Daodejing is a pearl; it is like an ancient Chinese Ecclesiastes. The Classic of Filial Piety, eighteen hundred characters in all, expounds the fifth of the Ten Commandments established by God.
B. Chinese poetry and lyrics. Poetry puts words into pleasing sounds and rhyme. I once expressed the ideas ‘Give gladly in want; wait for God while the door has not opened; praise God in difficult circumstances; and practice the word when you understand its teaching’ in these rhyming lines: ‘Give gladly when the purse is bare; wait quietly when the door is slow to open. Praise amid the days of storm; practice the word when understanding dawns.’ Ci lyrics were songs of the Tang dynasty. During the Tang, music from the Western Regions, with the pipa as its chief instrument, entered China. It combined with folk music to form new melodies; the words set to these new melodies became what we call ci. Each tune has ‘a fixed number of lines, each line a fixed number of characters, and each character a fixed tone.’ To fit the music’s rhythm and melody, lines differ in length and characters in level or oblique tone. Because of these tonal restrictions, earlier writers called lyric composition ‘filling words according to the sound.’ In memory of a believer who was murdered, I wrote the following lyric to the tune ‘Waves Washing the Sand’ (浪淘沙), for readers to appreciate:
At seventy, disaster struck; beneath the earth, the wrong remains. A hundred thoughts cannot explain it, and the heart is troubled. How many hidden things there are in this world—their answer rests with the Lord.
Life is brief, its joys and sorrows mixed. You rest from your labor and enjoy the end of your workday. Who fares better, those in heaven or those on earth? Surely those in heaven.
Ping means the level tone; ze includes the rising, departing and entering tones. Ancient-style poetry need not regulate level and oblique tones, but it must rhyme. Rhyming means ending lines with characters sharing the same vowel sound. After the Southern Song, ci gradually separated from music and became an independent literary form, no longer used for singing.
Among poetic forms is a wordplay poem called a ‘spiral poem.’ It is read from the central character, winding around it in a spiral. The first character of each line must be the same as the right-hand component of the last character in the preceding line. Here is a spiral poem I wrote many years ago, which I share for our mutual encouragement:
His spiral poem	心	無	偽	主	勞
	片	卻	不	休	碌
	一	退	雖	楓	甘
	紅	職	是	之	作
	秋	深	鎖	林	牛

The spiral poem reads: ‘Though retired from my post, I do not rest; the maple woods hold deep autumn. A heart red as flame, with no deceit; laboring for the Lord, I gladly serve as an ox.’ The 木 (‘wood’) at the start of the second line is the right-hand component of 休 (‘rest’), the final character of the first line. Likewise, 火 (‘fire’) is the right-hand component of 秋 (‘autumn’), and 為 (‘for’) is the right-hand component of 偽 (‘false’). Chinese scholars of earlier times enjoyed playing with words and ink, devoting much time to character puzzles; this gave rise to this unusual cultural art. Given the same anointing of the Holy Spirit, the message of a culturally cultivated preacher will be more readily accepted by Chinese intellectuals. Since God is the source of wisdom (Proverbs 9:10), Christians ought to show greater cultivation in any profession than those who do not believe in God.
Church Music
Church Music
Because the gospel came from the West, church music in Chinese churches today is predominantly Western. ‘Indigenous music’ refers to hymns set to Chinese folk melodies, or songs written by Chinese Christians themselves. Most hymns today are translated from Western works, which include both traditional and contemporary compositions. Traditional works are not very well received by young people. Contemporary works appeal to today’s youth, but their content and melodies seem to lack elegance and depth. In worship, some enjoy loud celebration while others prefer solemn quiet. The former tend to favor contemporary music; the latter, classical hymns.
Chinese church hymnals use either staff notation or numbered notation. Preachers need basic knowledge of both to lead congregational singing more effectively. Here is some knowledge they should have:
A. Numbered notation. Numbered notation uses the Arabic numerals 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 for the seven scale degrees. A dot below a number indicates a lower pitch; a dot above indicates a higher pitch. The intervals from 3 to 4 and from 7 to 1 are semitones; the other neighboring numbers are a whole tone apart. A line beneath a number makes that note half a beat long. The pitches of the scale depend entirely on the key, so every song identifies its key.
B. Staff notation. Staff notation uses five lines to mark pitches; each intervening space also represents a pitch. The five lines of the upper staff, from bottom to top, are E, G, B, D and F. The spaces, from bottom to top, are F, A, C and E. The pitch on which a song’s 1 falls gives the song its key name. Each line and space are separated by a whole tone. To make the intervals between 3 and 4 and between 7 and 1 semitones, # and b indicate raising or lowering a note by a semitone. Because the human voice cannot sing very high, a song’s highest note is generally placed on the uppermost line or space. Descending from that highest note to 1, the pitch on which 1 falls is the key’s name. Therefore, without piano accompaniment, the song leader need only locate the highest note and sing it as high as possible, then descend to the song’s first note. The resulting pitch is an appropriate starting height from which the song can be sung through.
Those who cannot read staff notation can first convert it to numbered notation. At the far left of the staff, # and b symbols indicate the key. The line or space occupied by the rightmost # is always sung as 7; the position of the rightmost b is always sung as 4. A key with no # or b is C. In C, the bottom line of the upper staff is sung as 3.
When choosing hymns, attend to the soundness of their lyrics, lest they contaminate new believers’ faith. The lyrics of ‘The Closest Friend’ (最知心的朋友) say, ‘I have sworn to follow the Lord.’ This conflicts with biblical teaching (Matthew 5:34). Some charismatic songs often use the phrase ‘listen only to the Lord.’ This may lead people to think that after believing in the Lord they no longer need to listen to parents, employers or pastoral guidance. It might be better to change this to ‘obey the Lord completely,’ to avoid leading people astray.
In selecting songs, give more attention to the Holy Spirit’s anointing. Some new songs are repetitive and shallow, and feel tiresome. A new song is not necessarily good, nor an old one necessarily bad. Any song that brings people’s hearts before the Lord and makes them love him more is a good song. Below I share with readers a song I wrote many years ago under extremely difficult circumstances:
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