[image: The Rationale of Spiritual Growth]The Rationale of Spiritual Growth
Sincerity, love and service — how a spiritual life grows
Rev. Dr. David Tsang
Date on original cover: 2013
Three parts of five four-character topics each, none running past two typed pages, with a preface, a closing word, an appendix of ten classical lyric tunes refilled with Christian words, the works he consulted and his author note. The archive holds the manuscript as 靈命成長之奧秘.doc, but its own first line reads 靈命成長之情理, and the closing word explains why: “being shown by the Lord, the writer changed 奧秘 to 情理.” The two titles are one book, renamed by him. Translated from the Chinese in September 2026; his scripture references are retained. Where a reference requires explanation or correction, the English records the source’s wording in a note beside the passage. The English title is his own, from the book’s cover.

The Rationale of Spiritual Growth
The Rationale of Spiritual Growth
The Rationale of Spiritual Growth
by Pastor David Tsang
Contents:
Preface
Part One: The Sincere Receive the New Life
Verily, Verily
The Life of a New Creation
Sincerity Rests with Oneself
Truly Believing in Jesus
The Sincere Receive Grace
Part Two: Those Who Love God Become True Saints
Called by God
A Blessed Life
Possessing the Holy Spirit
Loving the Lord from the Heart
Having the Lord’s Likeness
Part Three: Those Who Serve the Lord Bear Much Fruit
Sent at the Lord’s Bidding
Bearing Fruit in the Lord
Able to Hear the Lord
Carrying Out the Great Commission
Passing On the Flame
Closing Word
Appendix: Old Tunes Refilled
Works Consulted
About the Writer
Preface
Preface
That a Christian’s spiritual life should grow is God’s mind. (Eph. 4:13) Whoever makes little of the growth of spiritual life will become, like the people of the church at Corinth, an “unspiritual” believer. (1 Cor. 3:1) Whoever pursues the growth of spiritual life will be like the Ethiopian eunuch of those days: he will hear the doctrine of Scripture preached by God’s messenger, and so be born again and saved. (Acts 8:35–38) Whoever has been born again must, like Timothy in those days, learn the way of sanctification from a servant of God (2 Tim. 2:21–22); and whoever is fervent in heart should, like Apollos in those days, accept the training of the elders in the Lord, so that he may receive power to proclaim. (Acts 18:25–28)
The common saying goes: “The rut of the cart in front is the warning to the cart behind.” In pursuing the growth of spiritual life, a believer should avoid overturning in these several “ruts”:
The rut of the “false disciple.” In those days at Ephesus there were twelve believers who, before they met the apostle Paul, did not yet have the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:1–2); afterwards, because they humbly accepted Paul’s guidance, they received Him. Whoever does not have the Holy Spirit has not been born again. (John 3:5; Rom. 8:9) Such a person must first be born again before he can grow in the spirit, just as a child in the mother’s womb must first be born before it can be taught. Whoever has not been born again is still a person who “does not know God.” (1 Cor. 15:34) Whoever is a true believer must have a personal relationship with God. (John 10:27)
The rut of the “heart that is not right.” In those days at Samaria there was a baptized believer named Simon. Because his heart was not right, he was bound by iniquity. Though he had been baptized, he still had neither part nor lot in the Lord’s word. (Acts 8:18–23) Whoever is baptized without confessing sin from the heart has the same problem Simon had. According to a recent survey report in America, nine tenths of the young people in the churches stop coming to meet with the church by the time they go to university. Those who no longer attend the church’s meetings are nominal Christians who have not been born again. (Gal. 6:15)
The rut of “refusing to be sent.” In those days Jonah, prophet though he was, could still commit the great sin of refusing to be sent by God. (Jonah 1:3) Jonah’s “refusing to be sent” was his not wanting the people of Nineveh to be saved, lest Nineveh grow strong and one day work against the nation of Israel. There are many today with just such a “private plot” in the field of the heart, a plot over which God is not allowed to rule. A believer cannot be willing only to be God’s workman and unwilling to become God’s servant. (Rom. 1:1; Luke 1:38)
“Being born again,” “becoming a saint” and “submitting to the Lord’s sending” are what should show in anyone who has spiritual life. If a person has no real spiritual life, he cannot enter the kingdom of God (John 3:5), does not receive eternal life (Rom. 6:22), and has not God’s presence. (Matt. 28:19–20) A believer must not treat the growth of spiritual life lightly, for it is a matter on which life and death hang. (Num. 14:37–38) May whoever cares about his own future, and is willing to fulfil his own duty, give heed to these several things:
The knowledge of how spiritual life grows comes from the revelation of Scripture. The reason Paul in those days could know the mystery of Christ so deeply was that he received God’s revelation. (Eph. 3:3–4) Because Scripture is God’s revelation (2 Tim. 3:16), whoever would go deeper in spiritual life must understand the “spirit” of Scripture. (2 Cor. 3:6) Because the spirit of Scripture is not the same thing as “religious tradition,” Father Martin Luther in his day raised the Reformation. A believer should not leave the original sense of Scripture to follow blindly some theological thought or cultural tradition that seems right and is not, for that is nothing less than spiritual “suicide.” (Eph. 4:14)
A believer should learn from teachers who have real learning in the revelation of Scripture. The common saying goes: “Learning has no order of first and last; whoever has arrived is the teacher.” In truth a “teacher” is not a matter of being old but of having arrived. May believers keep far from those unregenerate liberal scholars, for their opinions and views do not necessarily accord with God’s revelation. A believer should listen to the opinion of those who fear God, who can lead many to the Lord, and who know the spirit of Scripture in its original languages; for only a preacher who “understands the word and can do it” is a true scholar in God’s eyes.
The writer has studied Scripture for over half a century, and here shares with the reader what he has come to understand in these fifty-odd years, and the light he has received from the original text of Scripture. May the reader take what he needs. If there is a new insight, thank God. If it has not been heard before, it may serve for thought. If you feel the same, please say Amen. If there is an error of the pen, thank you for correcting it. May whoever corrects it do so in love and according to the word. Words cannot exhaust the meaning. I offer the following lyric, that we may encourage one another:
To the tune “Partridge Sky”
Return to the Revelation of Scripture
Spiritual growth we cannot do without,
and hunger and thirst for righteousness matter most.
Religion and culture are tradition;
the spirit of Scripture is the true way.
Old notions are not good enough,
for lacking new knowledge they turn stale.
May you be open toward God,
return to His revelation, and be taught by the Lord. (Jer. 6:8)
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Part One: The Sincere Receive the New Life
Verily, Verily
In rendering Scripture there is a difference between translating the sense and transliterating the sound. “Christ” in the New Testament (John 4:25) is a transliteration of the Greek Χριστος (Anointed One), while “Messiah” (John 1:41) is a transliteration of the Hebrew משיהו for “the anointed one.” (Ps. 2:2) Though “Messiah” and “Christ” are rendered from Hebrew and Greek respectively, both mean “the anointed one.” In the same way, the Greek behind “verily, verily” (John 3:3) (Αμην) is a transliteration of the Hebrew (אמן) for “Amen” (Neh. 8:6), and means “sincerity.” (Ps. 31:23) This is why some Cantonese-speaking believers, on ending a prayer, will say “this is my heart’s wish” instead of “Amen.” In short, “verily, verily” means “truely.” Whoever is real in his person is a sincere person. Such a one will surely receive the new life the Lord gives.
By the sense of the Chinese character, 誠 (“sincerity”) is formed of 言 (“word”) and 成 (“to accomplish”). The first means that word and deed agree; the second means that what is said is true. Confucius held that “sincerity is the way of Heaven.” (The Four Books, the Doctrine of the Mean) Since it is “the way of Heaven,” a believer must make more of the sense of “sincerity” that God reveals in Scripture than of Chinese culture’s understanding of it. By the revelation of Scripture, “sincerity” (אמן) has these several senses:
“Sincerity” (אמן) is “faithfulness.” The Hebrew word for “sincerity” is rendered “faithful” in another place in Scripture. (1 Sam. 22:14) “Faithfulness” is being a person whose one promise is worth a thousand pieces of gold (Eccl. 5:4), a person with the character to hold out to the end. (2 Tim. 4:7) Because whoever would enter the kingdom of God must pass through much tribulation (Acts 14:22), a believer must endure to the end (Matt. 24:13) before he can receive the salvation God gives. (Eph. 6:24)
“Sincerity” (אמן) is “bringing up.” The Hebrew word for “sincerity” can be rendered “brought up” in another passage. (2 Kings 10:5) This means that whoever is sincere, knowing the God who is “above all gods” (Ps. 95:3), will teach himself to rejoice in affliction and to praise God. (Ps. 42:11) He will be like the prodigal in “the story of the prodigal son,” who “brought up” his own heart to turn back and walk the path of righteousness. (Luke 15:17–20)
“Sincerity” (Αμην) is “truth.” The Greek for “sincerity,” Αμην, means “truely.” (John 3:3) “Truth” is what accords with the facts. Whoever is sincere dares not twist the facts, lest by becoming the spokesman of the evil one (Matt. 5:37) he walk the road to destruction. (Ps. 1:6)
By the Creator’s revelation, man is made. (Gen. 1:26) Whoever is sincere will, because there is a thing made, accept that a Creator exists. (Rom. 1:20) Whoever does not is like a person who wears a watch on his wrist and yet does not believe there is a watchmaker in the world: he belongs among those without logical thought. Such a person, being not sincere, will not thank God even though he knows Him. (Rom. 1:21) Only whoever is sincere will make these three normal responses to the Creator:
Being willing to fear the true God. Because God is a Spirit (John 4:24), a person cannot decide God’s existence by the eye of flesh. (John 1:18) If everything the eye of flesh cannot see did not exist, then a person would have no need of sunglasses to guard against the ultraviolet light the eye cannot see. Whoever fears God, not going by sight, will keep far from evil (Prov. 3:7) for fear of slighting God. (Gal. 6:7) God is both loving (Ps. 136:1) and just. (1 John 1:9) He gives peace, and He also sends calamity. (Isa. 45:7) Ananias and his wife in the early church lost their lives in those days for being untruthful with God. (Acts 5:8–10) Joseph in those days, because he feared to sin against God, knew to keep far from evil when he faced temptation. (Gen. 39:9–12) Adam and Eve in those days, having no spiritual wisdom, sinned against God and were driven out of the garden of Eden. (Gen. 3:24) Whoever is sincere will fear God, because God knows the thoughts of a person’s heart (Ps. 139:2) and because the wages of sin is death. Whoever knows to fear God will not die in his sin as Adam and Eve did. (Rom. 5:12)
Confessing sin to God from the heart. “Confessing sin” means a person, moved by the Holy Spirit, admitting that he has sinned against God and being willing to mend his faults from the heart. This process of confessing from the heart must hold the three parts of “coming to oneself,” “admitting” and “turning back.” In the story of “the prodigal son coming home,” the prodigal first “came to himself,” and only then did he take the actions of “confessing” and “turning back,” and at the last came the ending in which the whole household was “merry and glad.” Confessing from the heart is a great decision on which a person’s life and death hang. In those days King David committed before God the great sins of adultery and of murder by another’s hand. Because he was willing to confess from the heart, he received God’s pardon and “shall not die.” (2 Sam. 12:13) A believer must confess from the heart and humble himself before God if he is to escape calamity. The king of Nineveh in those days escaped the destruction of his city just because he was willing to humble himself before God, to fast, and to repent. (Jonah 3:6)
Praising the true God continually. “Praising God continually” means a person being always glad to give all the glory to God. Whoever is sincere will glorify God, for he believes that the purpose of a person’s living is to glorify God. (Isa. 43:7) Of the ten lepers the Lord healed in those days, only one knew to come back and give thanks and glory to God. The Lord was not pleased with those who had received grace and forgotten to glorify God, and so He asked with indignation: “But where are the nine?” (Luke 17:18) A believer must be willing, as Paul was in those days, to praise God in everything (Acts 16:25), if he is to escape the sin of having “come short of the glory of God.” (Rom. 3:23) May whoever is sincere reflect God’s true light (John 1:9) as the moon answers the sun, so that all who dwell on the earth may see the glory of the Father; for all the glory belongs to God. (1 Pet. 4:11)
Part One: The Sincere Receive the New Life
The Life of a New Creation
Because our God is true and without falsehood (Deut. 32:4), only whoever is sincere can agree with God. Because he pleases God (Prov. 12:22) and is kept by God (Ps. 31:23), whoever is sincere can become a new person in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17) and so receive eternal life. (Rom. 6:23) Whoever is sincere shall abound with blessings. (Prov. 28:20) He will surely receive these two blessings:
Having spiritual sight. Because God’s light arises for the upright (Ps. 112:4), whoever is sincere will receive spiritual light. In those days Daniel and his companions, wanting to know the dream King Nebuchadnezzar had had, asked God from the heart. That very night God gave the answer to Daniel, and so all the wise men of Babylon were spared beheading. (Dan. 2:11–19) In the matter of receiving salvation, whoever has the new life will have new spiritual sight. Whoever would have this new sight must satisfy these three conditions:
Having a good conscience. Because the Creator makes much of a person’s inward heart (1 Sam. 16:7), whoever would receive the new life must have a good conscience. Because Paul in those days was a man who lived by conscience (Acts 23:1), he could, by receiving the Lord’s revelation (Acts 9:5), know the purpose of the Lord’s coming into the world. (1 Tim. 1:15) His persecuting of believers in those days (Acts 9:2) was done while he did not yet believe and did not understand. (1 Tim. 1:13) After he came to know the Lord, Paul magnified the Lord and lived out the likeness of Christ. (Phil. 1:20–21) From Paul we see that whether a conscience is good or bad rests on God’s judgment, for only God knows the thoughts and intents of a person’s heart. (Ps. 139:2)
Cherishing life. Cherishing life is an instinct the Creator gave man. Ordinarily, when a person meets danger he will look for a way to escape with his life. In “the story of the prodigal son,” it was because the prodigal cherished his own life that the thought of going home arose in him. The prodigal’s sight of wanting to go home came from God’s moving. (Luke 15:14–20) Whoever cherishes his own life will have the sight of wanting to be saved. In those days when Jesus was crucified, two robbers were crucified with Him. One of them, because he cherished life, had the sight to ask Jesus to save him; the other, caring nothing whether he lived or died, perished. (Hos. 4:6)
Not pretending ignorance. To pretend ignorance before God is utter folly, for God knows completely the thoughts in a person’s heart. (John 2:25) In those days both Saul and David were kings of Israel. Both also sinned against God. King Saul committed the sin of going against God’s command (1 Sam. 15:24), while David committed the great sins of adultery and murder. (2 Sam. 12:9) David was willing to confess (2 Sam. 12:13), while Saul pretended ignorance. (1 Sam. 15:20–21) Afterwards their ends differed. David, his sin forgiven, kept both his office and his life, while Saul, rejected by God, lost his office and his life. (1 Sam. 15:23; 31:6) [the source prints 1 Samuel 5:23, a verse that does not exist, for 1 Samuel 15:23] Whoever pretends ignorance before God will surely, his mind being darkened, fail to see the light. (Rom. 1:21) The eyes of his heart being blinded, he will find it hard to believe the gospel. (2 Cor. 4:4) May such a person come to himself as soon as he can, for God will give up whoever pretends ignorance. (Rom. 1:24)
Being able to believe and submit to the true God. That a person can believe and submit to God issues from God’s grace. The two disciples who met the Lord on the road to Emmaus in those days, having received the Lord’s gracious teaching along the way, could believe and submit to Him and return to Jerusalem to wait for the Holy Spirit to come down. (Luke 24:32–33, 49) Because a believer receives salvation by grace, whoever is born again is one who has received “grace for grace.” (John 1:16) Lydia, who believed at Philippi in those days, was one who received the double grace of “being able to believe in the Lord” and of “having her sins forgiven.” (Acts 16:14–15) Whoever is sincere can believe and submit to the Lord. The Ethiopian eunuch in those days, just because he was truthful, would admit to Philip his own ignorance of what Scripture said. (Acts 8:30–31) That the eunuch could believe and submit so quickly in those days is no wonder, for God likes a truthful person. A truthful person has these three virtues that God likes:
Obeying the truth. Nathanael in those days was a truthful man in the Lord Jesus’ eyes, for there was no guile in his heart. (John 1:47) He was an upright man who “said one when it was one.” When Philip introduced Jesus to him as the Messiah the Jews had hoped for, he said, “Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46) In fact Nathanael was not entirely wrong, for in the history to that point Nazareth had indeed produced no great prophet. Afterwards Nathanael, finding that Jesus could see him keeping his devotions under the fig tree, changed his view of Jesus and at once received Jesus as the Son of God. (John 1:48–49) From this we can see that Nathanael was a man who “walked in truth” (3 John 4) and who could “do nothing against the truth.” (2 Cor. 13:8) [the source prints 2 Corinthians 12:8 for 2 Corinthians 13:8] For whoever is willing to do the truth, “believing in the Lord” is a thing that will happen sooner or later.
Being able to submit to Jesus. The Samaritan woman who met the Lord by Jacob’s well in those days was a truthful person, for she admitted to a Jesus she had never met before the fact that she had no husband. (John 4:17) Because she was truthful, her view of Jesus changed as the evidence changed. At first she took Jesus for a “Sir” (John 4:15); afterwards, because Jesus could know her past, she took Him for a “prophet.” (John 4:19) Later still, hearing Jesus call Himself the Messiah, she took Jesus to be the “Christ” who was to come. (John 4:29) A truthful person lets the evidence speak, and has the upright frame of mind of “let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay.” (Matt. 5:37) Whoever will not bow to the truth is not sincere.
Knowing one’s fault and being able to mend it. What decides whether a person is right or wrong rests on an objective “standard.” Because Jesus Christ is the Lord and ruler who created all things (Col. 1:16–18), He is the “standard” of truth. (John 17:17) In those days Zacchaeus the tax collector, being sincere, received the Lord. Seeing his own falling short in the Lord’s light, he was willing at once to mend his former faults. (Luke 19:8) Zacchaeus was, in the Lord’s eyes, one who had truly received salvation. (Luke 19:9) May believers all have Zacchaeus’ virtue of “knowing one’s fault and being able to mend it,” for the merciful and compassionate embrace of the heavenly Father is open only to such a person. (Luke 15:20) Whoever knows his fault and yet shifts the blame (1 Sam. 15:19–21) is, like King Saul of those days, a person without the Holy Spirit in his heart. (1 Sam. 16:14) May everyone who would receive salvation be truthful with God, for truthfulness is the ground on which a person can be loved by God and can love God. (Ps. 85:10)
Part One: The Sincere Receive the New Life
Sincerity Rests with Oneself
“Sincerity rests with oneself” is a doctrine of Scripture and also the position of the sages of old. In those days God promised King Solomon that if he would walk before God with a heart sincere and upright, God would establish the throne of his kingdom. (1 Kings 9:4–5) Mencius in those days also said: “To think on sincerity is the way of man.” (Mencius, Li Lou I) From this we can see that whether a person is sincere rests on his own decision. In making that decision a person must know the grave consequences it will bring. If a person can understand that sincerity profits more than insincerity, he will naturally choose sincerity. There is a saying in the West: To be honest is the best policy. Because whoever is sincere can make a covenant with the Creator (Neh. 9:8) and be protected by God (Ps. 31:23), while whoever is not sincere will stir God to anger (Ps. 78:8, 21), a person’s choosing sincerity is a wise move. (Eph. 6:24) Whoever is willing to make this choice will do these two things:
Holding a pure faith. Because God is the only Lord of all (Jude 4), His word is the standard of “purity.” Whoever would have a pure faith should do His word. Because Scripture is God’s word (2 Pet. 1:21; 2 Tim. 3:16), whoever would have a pure faith should do the doctrine of Scripture. Below are two truths of Scripture that whoever would have a pure faith must keep:
Being woken by God. A person’s soul must be restored by God (Ps. 23:3) before he will know what a pure faith is. To give the believers a sincere heart, Peter in those days used God’s word to “stir them up.” (2 Pet. 3:1) The Greek for “stir up,” διεγειρω, is rendered “awoke” in another passage. (Luke 8:24) Because God’s word is spirit (John 6:63), it can wake a sleeping soul. (Ps. 23:3) God’s “word” (word) and God’s “breath” (breath) are like the two faces of one coin: they are the same. (Ps. 33:6) In the story of “the prodigal son,” when the prodigal was down and out and about to starve, it was because he was woken by God’s Spirit that he was willing to go home and receive the new life. (Luke 15:17–20) May everyone who would have a pure faith be like Lydia in those days: willing to receive the Lord’s moving in the heart and to attend to the pure doctrine God’s servant preached, so as to receive a newborn spiritual life and a pure faith. (Acts 16:14–15)
Fearing the true God. A believer of pure faith will fear the true God. The true God is the Creator, the LORD. (Gen. 2:4–7) The Hebrew of “the LORD” (יהוה) (Exod. 3:7) means “I Am THAT I AM.” (Exod. 3:14) In those days the LORD charged Joshua to fear God and serve Him in sincerity and in truth. (Josh. 24:14) Because Joshua feared God in those days, he was willing to do God’s will and held fast the pure faith that they were to enter the promised land by relying on God; and in the end, of all the Israelites who came out of Egypt, only he and Caleb entered the good land of Canaan. (Num. 26:64–65) A believer must long to love his own soul before he will fear God. Of the two robbers crucified with the Lord in those days, one longed to live, and so by reverently asking the Lord received eternal life. (Luke 23:42–43) To love one’s own soul is the Lord’s charge to His disciples in those days. (Matt. 22:39)
Keeping a conscience void of offence. Because Paul in those days always kept a conscience void of offence (Acts 24:16), he could be a truthful preacher. (2 Cor. 2:17) Keeping a conscience void of offence is the ground on which a person can be truthful. A believer should keep a pure conscience, for whoever’s conscience is not pure will be rejected by God. (2 Tim. 3:8) Whether a person has a guilty conscience must be judged by God’s standard and not by his own opinion. A believer should ask the Lord to search his own heart, lest he count himself righteous. (Ps. 139:23–24) A believer must have a good conscience, for a “good conscience” is God’s special envoy, always reminding the believer in secret to walk the path of righteousness. In those days when Joseph faced the enticement of his master’s wife, his conscience reminded him not to sin against God. (Gen. 39:9) The wise will keep their conscience, for it affects the well-being of a whole life. (Prov. 4:23) May whoever has this sight take these three actions:
Doing only good. “Good” means what is good in God’s eyes, not what one counts right oneself. (Isa. 38:3) The Hebrew for “good” (טוב) is rendered “pleased” in another passage (Num. 24:1); we can see that “doing good” means “doing what God is pleased with.” In those days when Paul was eating at Antioch with some church leaders and Gentile believers, Peter and Barnabas suddenly left the table. It turned out that, seeing people arrive from James, they feared that word of their eating at the same table with Gentile believers would reach the ears of those who made much of the law of Moses, and bring an attack. (Acts 11:2–3) Because Paul at that time sought to please God, he spoke up and pointed out the wrong of Peter and Barnabas in leaving the table. (Gal. 2:14) What Paul did then was good in God’s eyes.
Knowing one’s fault and turning back. Paul’s persecuting of the church in those days (Acts 9:1–2) was done while he was “in the dark.” (1 Tim. 1:13) The moment he knew he was wrong, he mended his fault from the heart. (Acts 9:5, 18) This is the bearing of a “great man.” A “great man” means one whose life is “mature.” In “the story of the prodigal son,” the prodigal when he left home was still a young man full of hot blood. (Luke 15:13) Only after the refining of hardship did he become a “mature one” who could bitterly mend his former faults. (Luke 15:18–20) To obtain mature ones for the calling, God will often choose a person in the furnace of affliction. (Isa. 48:10) Whoever has a conscience should appreciate God’s painstaking purpose. (Ps. 105:16–21)
Pleasing God. Because Paul had experienced God’s reality and greatness (2 Cor. 12:2), he resolved to please God. (2 Cor. 5:9) He could set aside his own wishes to do God’s will. In those days, the moment he heard the call from Macedonia, he changed his route at once and followed the Holy Spirit’s leading to preach in Macedonia. Paul’s giving way to God showed that he was a preacher “whose conscience was void of offence.” (Acts 24:16) In those days Moses was at first unwilling to go and lead the Israelites out of the hand of the Egyptians (Exod. 4:12–13), but to please God he went in the end. (Exod. 4:20) We can see that Moses too was one who, fearing God, could “keep under his body.” (1 Cor. 9:27) Whoever is wise and has a conscience will know that God is not one to be sinned against. (Heb. 10:31) Only such a person will, as Moses did in those days, go and do the thing he did not want to do (Exod. 4:13) and yet was willing to do. (Exod. 4:18)
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Truly Believing in Jesus
In those days after Lydia believed, she let Paul know that she “truly believed” (πιστην) in the Lord. (Acts 16:15) The Greek for “truly believing,” Πιστος, is rendered “faithful” in another passage of the Chinese Bible (Luke 12:42); we can see that “truly believing in Jesus” means “believing in Jesus faithfully.” A believer should be faithful to the Lord, for whoever is faithful is a blessed person in the Lord’s eyes. (Luke 12:42–43) A person’s faithfulness lies not in how much work he has done but in how much of the work he has done accords with God’s will. (Matt. 7:21–23) That King David in those days could become “a man after God’s own heart” was because he was willing to do God’s will in everything. (Acts 13:22) Whoever would believe in the Lord faithfully must do these three wills of God:
Holding an unwavering faith. Because God saves by the gospel whoever “believes” (πιστευων) in the Lord (Rom. 1:16), “believing” in the Lord is the condition on which a person can receive salvation. Because the Greek for “believe” is a present participle (part. pres.), expressing an action of “believing without ceasing,” the faith of whoever is saved must be unwavering. (Heb. 3:14) Whoever is willing to do so can bear much fruit as Peter did (Acts 2:41) and come to a good end as Job did. (Job 42:12) A believer of unwavering faith will do these two things:
Receiving the Lord’s word. Because a person can believe in the Lord by hearing the word of Christ (Rom. 10:17), whoever would have an unwavering faith must, like the two disciples on the road to Emmaus in those days, receive the Lord’s word with a humble heart. (Luke 24:27, 32) Whoever is willing to be taught humbly before the Lord will have the peace the Lord gives. (John 14:27) This peace differs from the peace the world gives: it is a peace that passes a person’s “understanding” (νους). (Phil. 4:7) “Passing understanding” does not mean “beyond expectation,” but beyond the range that a person’s “understanding” (Luke 24:45) and “wisdom” (Rev. 13:18) can take in. Because this peace comes from God, whoever has not believed in the Lord cannot understand its mystery. In those days the household of the jailer at Philippi were all full of joy because they had believed in the Lord. (Acts 16:34) The peace they had then is not understood by the people of this world. At that moment the jailer was facing the escape of his prisoners (Acts 16:27) and a great calamity about to fall. Not only was he not anxious, he became joyful. This is simply beyond the world’s understanding.
Believing the Lord has risen. Because he was not present, Thomas in those days did not see the risen Lord with his own eyes, and so he had a “crisis of faith.” (John 20:25) Afterwards the Lord appeared to him and said: “Be not faithless, but believing.” Having seen the risen Lord, Thomas’ faith was made firm. (John 20:27–28) Because Jesus’ resurrection is the “assurance” God gives a person for believing (Acts 17:31), whoever would have a real faith must believe in the Lord’s resurrection. That Job in those days could still hold unwavering faith in God through every kind of affliction was because he believed God is a Lord who “lives.” (Job 19:25)
Believing and submitting to the Lord completely. Believing in the Lord means a person receiving Jesus as sovereign and being willing to bow the knee to Him. (Phil. 2:10–11) Real “worship” must have the worshipper’s heart submitting to God, and not only his knee bending before God. In those days a young rich man knelt before the Lord and asked the way to eternal life. Because his heart was unwilling to submit to the Lord, he went away sorrowful in the end. (Mark 10:17–22) In those days Mary, because she was willing to “magnify the Lord in her heart,” received God’s great grace though she did not kneel. (Luke 1:28, 46) We can see that a person’s believing in the Lord lies not in a person’s “performed motions” but in a person’s “faith that submits sincerely” to the Lord. Whoever has such a heart will accept these two doctrines:
Believing the pure gospel. (Rom. 1:16) The Greek for “gospel” (ευαγγελιον) is formed of the two Greek words ευ and αγγελια. Because the first means “good” (Matt. 25:21) and the second “message” (1 John 1:5), “gospel” means “good message.” “Good” refers to the “purity” of the message. A believer should believe the pure gospel (2 Tim. 1:13) and not a gospel that has been “changed.” (Gal. 1:7) The pure gospel comes out of the “spirit” of Scripture. The spirit of Scripture that Martin Luther stressed in those days, “justification by faith,” is that “the just shall live by faith.” (Rom. 1:17) A person’s being born again rests on there being a “good seed.” (1 Pet. 1:23) If the “seed of the word” sown is not pure, tares will spring up in crowds (Matt. 13:26) and the church will fall into disorder along with them. (1 Cor. 5:1)
Believing while alive. (John 11:26) There is a term set on a person’s receiving salvation. In the story of “the rich man and Lazarus,” once the rich man had died and come to Hades, the term for believing in the Lord had already passed. For him to want to believe once in Hades was impossible. (Luke 16:24–26) May believers who have not been born again be taught by the rich man. Whoever has no time to believe in the Lord (Luke 16:19) is one who does not believe and submit to Him. In those days the Lord told Martha that whoever lives and believes in Him shall never die. (John 11:26) Whoever would receive eternal life must know the Lord’s revelation well and do it. Whoever knows nothing at all of the Lord’s word, or is stubborn and will not believe His revelation, is a person who fails to take responsibility for himself.
Seeking the glory of God. (John 5:44) Because a person was made for God’s glory (Isa. 43:7), a believer should glorify God in everything. (1 Cor. 10:31) In those days David, moved by God’s Spirit (1 Sam. 16:13), fought for the glory of God, and so with empty hands could easily strike down the giant Goliath. (1 Sam. 17:47–49) A believer should have the wisdom of “glorying in the praise of God.” (Ps. 106:47) In those days Jehoshaphat king of Israel overcame the enemy army just because he dared to praise God before the enemy. When he sent out the choir to sing praise to God before the foe, God set ambushments and struck down the invaders. (2 Chr. 20:22) In those days Paul and Silas too knew to praise the Lord in prison, and afterwards God used a sudden “earthquake” to shake Paul and Silas out of their cell. (Acts 16:25–34) Whoever seeks the glory of the “great God” (Ps. 95:3) can experience God’s great power. May everyone who believes in the Lord faithfully be, as Paul was in those days, one who in whatever he does lets God receive great glory. (1 Cor. 10:31)
Part One: The Sincere Receive the New Life
The Sincere Receive Grace
Because the eyes of the LORD are upon the truthful (Jer. 5:3), whoever is sincere will surely receive grace. The Greek for “truth” (αλληθεια) in the Lord’s eyes means “in truth.” (John 4:24) This sense accords with the truth better than Confucius’ understanding of “sincerity.” Confucius held that “he who attains to sincerity is he who chooses what is good and firmly holds it fast.” (The Four Books, the Doctrine of the Mean) Confucius’ “view of the good” is subjective, for different peoples all have a different “view of the good.” If mankind’s “views of the good” were all the same, history would not have been one unbroken chain of wars. The “truth” (αλληθεια) the Lord spoke of in those days is “the Lord Himself.” (John 14:6) Because the Lord is the Creator of the world (Col. 1:16), His word is law and truth. Whoever is not truthful and yet would have the Lord watch over him is like a person who pays no heed to “gravity,” jumps from a third floor, and yet expects the Lord to hold him up: there is no reasoning with him. The wise will gladly keep the Lord’s “statutes” (statutes) (Ps. 119:33), for the word the Lord speaks never falls to the ground. (Isa. 55:11) Whoever is sincere will bow to the truth and be willing to accept the Creator’s “view of the good,” so as to become one who receives grace. Below are three things whoever receives grace should do:
Pouring out the heart to God. Because the “substance” of sincerity is being “truthful,” the translators of the Chinese Bible rendered the αλληθεια the Lord spoke of in those days as “truthfulness.” (John 4:24) Whoever is not real is like an actor: however finely he plays the part of a king, he is still a pretended “king.” God does not like a person to “act a play” before Him, but likes a person to be true with Him. In those days King David acted before God a play of “killing by another’s hand.” (2 Sam. 12:9) Though he killed only Uriah, God made him pay with four sons — the infant Bathsheba bore him, Amnon, Absalom and Adonijah. This answered exactly to the sentence David himself had spoken: “he shall restore fourfold.” (2 Sam. 12:6) In those days Hannah, not daring to pretend before God, would “pour out her heart” to God, letting God know her real bitterness and her wish. (1 Sam. 1:15) So God delivered Hannah out of her straits and gave her a son and joy. (1 Sam. 1:18–20) [the source prints 撤1:18–20 for 1 Samuel 1:18–20, dropping the 上 from 撒母耳記上] In those days Hannah told Eli the priest that she had not been drunk, but was “pouring out her heart” (אשפך את נפשי) before God. Because the Hebrew for “pouring out the heart” means “pouring out my soul” (pouring out my soul), whoever would receive God’s grace must tell God his real condition frankly. Fine clothes and social standing say nothing of the state of a person’s soul. Even a man of such high virtue and standing as Nicodemus (John 3:1) had to be truthful with the Lord and meet the Lord’s condition (John 3:5) before he could receive eternal life.
Pressing to enter the kingdom of heaven. Because “pressing” is what the Lord requires of whoever would enter the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 11:12), whoever would have his soul saved should do all he can to qualify and so enter God’s kingdom. Because the Greek for “kingdom” (βασιλεια) carries the sense of “royal reign” (royal reign), “Thy kingdom come” in the Lord’s Prayer carries the sense of “may all people accept God’s rule.” In those days the animals that entered the ark to escape the flood all did all they could to get in and accept Noah’s “rule.” (Gen. 7:15) To escape the judgment of “burning” to come (2 Pet. 3:7), a believer today should likewise press into the spiritual “ark,” for only whoever is in “Christ” can receive eternal life. (Rom. 6:23) Whoever would press into “the ark of Christ” must carry out these three doctrines of Scripture:
Living out real love. In those days the Ethiopian eunuch traveled a great distance from far-off Africa to worship at Jerusalem. (Acts 8:27) That long journey through every hardship was the showing of the eunuch’s love for God. God saw it and sent Philip to meet him, so that by hearing the gospel he might be saved. (Acts 8:26, 38) The eunuch’s experience proves trustworthy the words of Scripture: “Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.” (Eph. 6:24)
Fulfilling one’s duty in salvation. Because a person is “saved by grace” (Eph. 2:8), whoever is saved by God can claim no merit. Whoever would be saved by God should appreciate God and fulfil his own duty. In those days the Lord taught His disciples “neither cast ye your pearls before swine.” (Matt. 7:6) The sense of the Lord’s word is that He would have His disciples not be like foolish swine but like the wise, who appreciate how precious salvation is and press to obtain it.
Having real knowledge. Because ignorance is what destroys a person (Hos. 4:6), whoever would be saved must know the conditions on which a person is saved. A person must believe in the Lord to be saved. (John 3:16) [the source prints 約:16 for John 3:16, with the chapter number missing] The faith of whoever believes must rest on trustworthy assurance. (Acts 17:31) A person must truly believe the Lord has risen from the dead before he will truly “confess with his mouth the Lord Jesus.” (Rom. 10:9) A believer who has not taken Jesus as Lord has most likely come to believe for the sake of the “bread.” (John 6:26)
Keeping one’s own heart. A person’s heart may be upright or crooked. In those days King David, because he was willing to walk before God with an upright heart (1 Kings 9:4), became a man after God’s own heart. (Acts 13:22) In those days Eve, her heart being turned aside to what was crooked (2 Cor. 11:3), was punished by God. (Gen. 3:16) A believer should keep his own heart, lest like Eve he lose the blessing of paradise. (Gen. 3:24) The Hebrew for “keep” (נצר) is rendered “watchman” in another passage (Job 27:18) or “preserve.” (Ps. 31:23) Whoever would keep his own heart must watch over it, lest it go bad, so that he may have well-being all his life. (Prov. 4:23) A believer should learn from Joseph’s example in those days: he could keep his own heart, and when he faced the temptation of lust he feared God and fled the place where a person may sin. (Gen. 39:9–12) Whoever is willing to do so will have the “new heart” God gives. (Ezek. 36:26) Since the “new heart” is given by God (Ezek. 36:26), a believer’s “giving his heart to the Lord” is only reasonable. (Prov. 23:26) May whoever “gives his heart to the Lord” give the Lord the sovereign right, and let the Lord search his own heart (Ps. 139:23), so that he may have a conscience void of offence (Acts 24:16) and be able to understand God’s will. (Rom. 12:1–2) Only whoever understands God’s will can, by walking in God’s will, enter God’s kingdom. (Matt. 7:21)
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Called by God
A “saint” is one sanctified in Christ Jesus. (1 Cor. 1:2) Being a saint issues from God’s calling (Rom. 1:7) and is not taken up of oneself. God would have the saints receive the eternal inheritance (Heb. 9:15), and looks for them to follow the Lord and to walk in the steps of His suffering. (1 Pet. 2:21) Because Paul in those days had the Lord’s call (Rom. 1:1) and was willing to suffer with the Lord (2 Tim. 1:8), there was laid up for him in heaven a crown of righteousness. (2 Tim. 4:8) Whoever is called by God must pursue goodness, do much of the Lord’s work and glorify the true God, if he is to answer to the calling he has received. (2 Thess. 1:11–12) Neither believing in the Lord nor preaching is taken up of oneself. Whoever takes it up of himself will, like Shemaiah the Nehelamite of the Old Testament age, be punished by God for going his own way. (Jer. 29:31–32) A person’s believing in the Lord and taking part in holy work must both have God’s call. A person must be called before he can belong to the Lord (Rom. 1:6) and be a preacher. (Rom. 10:15) In those days the Samaritan woman’s turning to the Lord (John 4:10, 29) and Matthew’s giving of himself (Matt. 9:9) both had the Lord’s call.
Whoever is called must be worthy of God’s calling. (2 Thess. 1:11) God will not call those who do not meet God’s standard. In those days God told the prophet Jeremiah not to pray for good on behalf of those who acted recklessly, for God was about to destroy them. (Jer. 14:10–12) When the Lord was in the world He also refused to see Herod, who had killed John the Baptist. (Luke 9:9–10) The Lord held that whoever would follow Him and yet loves his family more than the Lord is not worthy to enter God’s kingdom. (Luke 9:61–62) Because God calls a person by His “foreknowledge” and “predestination” (Rom. 8:29–30), an “open door policy” (open door policy) is not God’s will. Whoever understands this reasoning must resolve to please God. (2 Cor. 5:9) Whoever is willing to do so must keep the following three doctrines of Scripture:
God calls only those who love the Lord. God calls only those who love Him, so that they may have the benefits of being “justified by faith” and of “the glory to come.” (Rom. 8:28–30) If a believer will understand the true sense of Scripture from the context, he can know that the “benefit” those who love God receive is not a material good but the good of the soul being saved. Because the New Testament was written in Greek, a believer must understand the original sense of “God’s love” (αγαπη). Love seeks not her own, rejoices in the truth, and never fails. (1 Cor. 13:5–8) Because God knows the state of a person’s inward heart (1 Sam. 16:7), He can use “truly loving God” as the condition by which He calls those qualified for salvation. In those days when Paul met the Lord on the road to Damascus, because he could love the Lord he was willing to go into the city of Damascus and wait for the Lord; and in the end he received grace, received the Holy Spirit, and was chosen by the Lord as an “apostle” to preach the gospel to the Gentiles. (Acts 9:6–8, 17) Paul’s willingness to do the Lord’s command showed his love for the Lord (John 14:15), and so met the qualification for the Lord’s calling. (John 21:16) Whoever would be called by the Lord must, like Paul, show a heart that truly loves the Lord.
“Love” is God’s nature. God is love (αγαπη) (1 John 4:8), and this “love of God” is God’s nature. Because “God’s love” never ceases (1 Cor. 13:8), whoever is called must love God without wavering. The “love” the Lord charged His disciples with in those days, to “love one another,” is this “love of God.” (John 13:34) A believer must first have God’s nature (2 Pet. 1:4) before he will love people with “God’s love.” In those days after Lydia believed, it was because she had God’s nature that she received the Lord’s servant Paul with a heart of “God’s love.” (Acts 16:15) Whoever lacks “God’s love” will become, like some of the believers in the church at Corinth in those days, a person “of the flesh” in God’s eyes. (1 Cor. 3:1) Those without “God’s love” are the ones who took the letters Paul wrote to Corinth to be “speech contemptible.” (2 Cor. 10:10) Their bad conduct made Apollos halt and be unwilling to go and serve at the church in Corinth. (1 Cor. 16:12) May the church today have more of God’s real love, so as not to overturn in the rut of the church at Corinth. Whoever would have the nature of God’s love must escape the corruption that comes of lust. (2 Pet. 1:4) Whoever would escape the corruption in the world must “know” (επιγνωσις) the Saviour Jesus Christ. (2 Pet. 2:20) Because the Greek for “know” is rendered “full knowledge” in another passage (full knowledge) (Eph. 1:17), a believer must “fully know” the Lord Jesus Christ before he can escape corruption. Whoever would “fully know” the Lord must believe the pure gospel (Col. 1:6) and receive the Holy Spirit’s revelation. (Eph. 1:17) In those days Cornelius, because he had believed the gospel and received the Holy Spirit, could receive Peter with the love of God. (Acts 10:44, 48)
Loving God with “God’s love” (αγαπη). In those days the Lord charged His disciples to “love God more than family” and to “deny oneself and follow the Saviour.” (Luke 14:25–27) Whoever can love God with “God’s love” will know how to enter into God’s mind, and will, as the Lord did when He was in the world, be about His Father’s business. (Luke 2:49) God’s mind is that believers should “have the stature of Christ” (Eph. 4:13), “love one another,” “seek the glory of God” (John 13:35) [the source prints 約14:35 for John 13:35; John 14 has thirty-one verses], and “make people the Lord’s disciples.” (Matt. 28:19) Only whoever does God’s mind truly loves God. (John 14:15) Only whoever loves God from the heart can receive the glory to come. (Rom. 8:28–30) The end of whoever does not love God from the heart will be a sorrowful one. (1 Cor. 16:22) Because whether a person loves God is a matter on which life and death hang, the wise will choose to love God from the heart. Since the Lord Jesus is the very showing forth of God (John 1:18) and is the “Word” made flesh (John 1:14), doing the word, loving the Lord Jesus and loving God are one and the same thing. In those days the Samaritan woman’s “doing the Lord’s word” (John 4:16, 28), the sinful woman’s “anointing the Lord with ointment” (Luke 7:38, 47), and the centurion Cornelius’ “fearing God and helping people” (Acts 10:2) were all real showings of a believer loving God with “God’s love.” The people of this world need not fret over whether they can be called by God; they must rather care whether they meet the qualification for God’s calling. May believers learn from the Samaritan woman, from the woman who anointed the Lord with ointment, and from the centurion Cornelius the good example of loving God with “God’s love.”
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A Blessed Life
In those days Mary, because she loved God and did God’s will (Luke 1:38), became the Lord’s “mother” and one whom all generations acknowledge as “blessed.” (Luke 1:43, 48) We can see that whoever truly loves God is a truly blessed person in God’s eyes. (Matt. 10:37) The Chinese character 福 (“blessing”) is formed of the two parts 示 and 畐. The first is explained as “God,” with the sense of “God sending down good fortune,” while the second is explained as “full.” 示 and 畐 together carry the sense of “God sending down good fortune to fill what a person wishes.” The sense of “blessing” in Chinese culture and the sense of the Greek for “blessed,” μακαριζω, are some distance apart. In those days Job was a “blessed” person in God’s eyes. Because he could endure affliction, he received God’s mercy. (James 5:11) “Blessed” does not mean a person getting what his heart wishes. In fact whoever gets what his heart wishes is not necessarily a blessed person. In those days Adam and Eve were driven out of the garden of Eden just because they got the wish of tasting the forbidden fruit. (Gen. 3:6, 24) Though God has promised to give a person what his heart asks, it is on the ground of “delighting thyself also in the LORD.” (Ps. 37:4) Whoever delights himself in the LORD will not go out of his way to seek the “five blessings” the ancients hoped for; for the five — long life, wealth, health and peace, love of virtue, and a natural death at the end — are no more than the good of this present life, and have no eternal value. A believer should not put the “five blessings” in place of the “blessedness” Scripture speaks of, just as a person should not put the ancient Chinese notion of sin as the “four nots” (look not, move not, listen not, speak not on what is contrary to propriety) in place of Scripture’s view of sin. (Ps. 32:1–2) Whoever understands this reasoning will not seek the world’s blessing, but will seek the real “blessing” God would have a person receive. Whoever would receive the real blessing should carry out these three doctrines of Scripture:
Whoever loves God receives life. (James 1:12) A person’s love for God has its degrees. Some say with the mouth that they love God (Matt. 7:21); some love the world more than God (2 Tim. 4:10); and some love God more than their own lives. (Dan. 3:16–18) Whoever can love God without regard for his own life can overcome the devil. (Rev. 12:11) By losing his life he will receive the new life. (Matt. 16:25) His name will be written in the book of life. (Rev. 3:5) Because it accords with God’s justice that He gives the reward of the new life to those who are faithful and who long for the Lord’s coming again, this “crown of life” is also called the “crown of righteousness.” (2 Tim. 4:7–8) Whoever has the new life will surely long for the Lord’s coming again. The Greek for “long for” (αγαπαω) is rendered “love” in another passage (Luke 11:43); we can see that whoever longs for God’s coming again is one who loves the Lord’s coming again. (Rev. 22:20) Whoever loves the Lord’s coming again should make ready to meet Him early. (Amos 4:12) He must please the Lord (2 Cor. 5:9–10), for only whoever pleases the Lord will do the Lord’s Great Commission and so have God’s presence. (Matt. 28:19) Whoever has God’s presence will have not only honour and long life in this present age, but also the blessing of the salvation God gives. (Ps. 91:15–16)
Whoever is faithful has credit. The Greek for “faithful” (πιστος) is rendered “trustworthy” in another passage of the Chinese Bible. (1 Tim. 1:15) That is to say, “whoever is faithful” is, in God’s eyes, a person who “can be trusted.” Whether God can trust a person is, like whether a bank can trust a borrower, a matter of “credit” (credit). In those days God saw that Noah had credit (Gen. 6:22), and so He brought him and his whole household out alive through the great flood by which He judged the world. Noah was truly a blessed man, for his household of eight were the only ones who survived that flood. May believers all have Noah’s credit, so that they may become people of real blessing. Below are three kinds of “credit” whoever is faithful to the Lord must pursue:
Not fearing affliction. Because a person must pass through much tribulation to enter God’s kingdom (Acts 14:22), whoever is faithful to God must overcome every difficulty and follow the Lord. Because Paul understood this reasoning, he charged Timothy in those days to endure hardness with him as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. (2 Tim. 2:3)
Being willing to pass through the refining. Because God chooses a person in the furnace of affliction (Isa. 48:10), whoever would have the blessing of being chosen by God must accept the challenge of refining. In those days Joseph, because he could count his suffering as God’s training, kept no bitterness in his heart at being sold by his brothers (Gen. 37:27), framed by Potiphar’s wife (Gen. 39:20), and forgotten by Pharaoh’s butler against his word. (Gen. 40:23) Having passed through the refining of affliction, he came to have the “credit” by which God could entrust him with a great charge.
Daring to take the risk. Because “faith” is a process of leaping from the “known” to the “unknown,” whoever is faithful to the Lord should take risks in reliance on Him. In those days Esther, because she dared to take a risk in reliance on the Lord, could go in to the king at the risk of her life to save her own people, and so left to later ages a fine story of “laying down one’s life to save others.” (Esth. 4:11, 16) [the source abbreviates the book as 帖; the narrative identifies Esther 4:11, 16] Whoever dares to risk his life for the Lord will surely receive the new life the Lord gives. (Matt. 16:25)
Whoever is faithful receives eternal life. In those days the national hero Wen Tianxiang said before his execution: “Since ancient times, who has not died? Let me leave a loyal heart to shine in the annals of history.” In fact Wen Tianxiang’s view that “who has not died” is a case of knowing the one and not the other. By what Scripture shows, “death” has the three stages of the death of the spiritual life (Eph. 2:1), the death of the body (Rev. 14:13), and the death of the soul. (Rev. 21:8) Whoever sins and departs from God is a “dead man” whose spiritual life has already died. (Luke 9:60) Whoever lies in a coffin is a “corpse” whose soul has already gone. (Luke 16:22) A soul that will one day suffer in the lake of fire is a “living dead” whose soul suffers eternally in the fire. (Rev. 20:15) Wen Tianxiang in those days lacked knowledge of “death,” for he had not the knowledge of Scripture. Whoever today has the knowledge of Scripture should not be like the “newborn calf” that does not fear the tiger, unafraid of the “second death” the unbeliever will face. Whoever would not one day pass through “eternal suffering in the fire” must, like Lydia in those days, be willing to “truly believe in the Lord” (Acts 16:15), and, like Timothy in those days, be faithful to the Lord (1 Cor. 4:17) and willing to labour with the Lord’s servant. (Phil. 2:22) Whoever would receive life as his crown must be faithful unto death in this war with the devil over souls. (Rev. 2:10) A “blessed life” is a life of refining, of meaning, and of eternal blessing.
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Possessing the Holy Spirit
Because God’s love comes from the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5), whoever loves God must receive “the Holy Spirit as a gift” (the gift of the Holly Spirit). (Acts 2:38) Because the Chinese version of Scripture renders the Greek noun δωρεαν for “gift” by the verb “given,” the reader does not learn that whoever believes from the heart receives the Holy Spirit as a “gift.” “Receiving the Holy Spirit as a gift” is “being filled with the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 9:17) Because the Greek for “being filled” (πλησας) is rendered “filled full” in another passage (Matt. 27:48), one born again and saved being filled with the Holy Spirit is like a sponge being soaked full of vinegar: it is a relation of mutual “possessing.” This state differs from a person being “moved” by the Holy Spirit. In those days King Saul was “moved” (צלחה) by the Spirit of the LORD. (1 Sam. 10:6) The Hebrew for “moved” is rendered “went over” in another passage (crossed) (2 Sam. 19:18) or “prospered.” (prospered) (Ezra 5:8) King Saul’s being “moved” by the Spirit of the LORD in those days meant only that he had had dealings with God’s Spirit and so prospered in what he did (1 Sam. 11:11), not that he already possessed the Holy Spirit as a gift. Because King Saul in those days did not submit to the LORD (1 Sam. 15:23), though he had once been moved by God’s Spirit, in the end he did not keep the Holy Spirit. (1 Sam. 16:14) The apostle Paul was otherwise: because he was willing to surrender to the Lord (Acts 9:4), he received the Holy Spirit as a gift. (Acts 9:17) May believers not be like King Saul of the Old Testament age, who received only the “prospering” God gave, but be like Saul of the New Testament age, who could receive the Holy Spirit God gives as a “gift.” (Acts 9:17) Whoever has this wish must take these three actions:
Being willing to be the Lord’s slave. “Being willing to be the Lord’s slave” means a person willingly receiving Jesus Christ as sovereign. In those days Paul gladly called himself a “slave” (δουλος) of Jesus Christ. (Rom. 1:1) Today it seems some are ashamed to be the Lord’s “slave,” and so, when naming themselves, they drop 奴 (“slave”) from 奴僕. Among all the versions of Scripture, only The Interlinear Bible renders δουλος as “slave”; every other version renders δουλος as “servant.” There is a difference between a “servant” and a “slave.” The first can mean an official who is a “public servant,” or a “hired hand” who minds someone’s children. The second can only mean a “slave” who has been bought by his master (1 Cor. 6:20) and must obey his master absolutely. In those days Mary was one willing to call herself the Lord’s “female slave” (δουλος). (Luke 1:38) In those days the angel told the shepherds plainly that the Saviour Jesus who had come into the world as a man was the Lord (κυριος) Christ. (Luke 2:11) If a believer is willing to obey the Lord absolutely, he can receive the Holy Spirit God gives. (Acts 5:32) “Obeying the Lord absolutely” means that a believer is to obey the Lord Jesus as the slave of those days obeyed his master — yet not with the hardship of that slave, for the Lord Jesus is a good master who has both love and family affection. (John 15:13–14)
Receiving the spirit of Scripture. The “spirit” is the mind of the Holy Spirit. (2 Cor. 3:6) The three thousand who heard Peter preach at Pentecost in those days, because they heard the spirit of Scripture that “Jesus’ resurrection proves He is the Christ” (Acts 2:32, 36), were pricked in the heart, and so repented, were baptized, had their sins forgiven, and received the Holy Spirit as a gift. (Acts 2:37–38) Receiving the spirit of Scripture is very important, for whoever is willing to do so will, having the Holy Spirit, continue stedfastly in doing the word, in fellowship, in the breaking of bread and in fervent prayer. (Acts 2:42) Whoever does not understand the spirit of Scripture will be like Simon of those days: having the outward form of faith but no spiritual substance. (Acts 8:13, 21) A believer must have the power to discern whether a thing is the spirit of Scripture. Whoever is willing to resolve to do God’s will will have that power. (John 7:17) Because Paul in those days sought to please the Lord (2 Cor. 5:9), when he was eating with the brothers and sisters at Antioch he could see on the spot that Peter’s being ashamed to eat with Gentile believers did not accord with the spirit of Scripture. (Gal. 2:14) Paul at once pointed out Peter’s wrong. Peter at that time was very humble; he was not angry. Afterwards he even praised Paul for his spiritual depth. (2 Pet. 3:15–16) A preacher has the duty of rightly dividing the word of truth (2 Tim. 2:15), so that his hearers may receive the spirit of Scripture. Whoever understands the spirit of Scripture will keep far from religious bodies that do not do it. (1 Cor. 16:12) In judging whether a faith is pure, a believer must return to the objective standard of the revelation of Scripture. A person’s subjective view, and a body’s religious tradition, do not necessarily accord with God’s mind. (Acts 10:14–15)
Seeking the forgiveness of one’s sin. In Scripture God uses the three Hebrew words םשע (“transgression”), חטאה (“sin”) and עין (“iniquity”) to express the definition of sin. (Ps. 32:1–2) That the Chinese Bible uses the character for “sin” of the “four nots” and the character for “fault” of “transgression” to carry the sense of the Hebrew for “sin” is somewhat wide of the mark. Since פשע is rendered “rebelled” in another passage (rebelled) (2 Kings 1:1), חטאה is rendered “miss” (miss) (Judg. 20:16), and עין is rendered “punishment” (punishment) (Gen. 4:13), by the sense of Scripture’s original words “sin” is “rebelling” against God, a “miss” between one’s conduct and the purpose of a life that glorifies God (Isa. 43:7), and the “punishment” of a “guilty” conscience got by deceit. Because sin separates a person from God (Isa. 59:1–2) and brings death (Rom. 6:23), a person must seek God’s forgiveness of his sin. God uses the way of “baptism” (Mark 16:16) to have a person’s sin washed clean. (Acts 22:16) In truth it is “the Lord’s precious blood that washes away a person’s sin.” (Rev. 1:5) The water used in baptism is a figure of the “Holy Spirit” (John 7:38–39), so that whoever is baptized may see and know that his sin has been washed clean. (Titus 3:5) Whoever understands this reasoning need not fuss over the quantity of water used in baptism, just as whoever receives a cheque does not fuss over the size of the paper. Whoever would have his sin forgiven must receive Jesus as the Christ, confess his sin from the heart, and be baptized in the Lord’s name. (Acts 2:36–38) Apart from this there is no other way. The baptism of one who has not confessed from the heart is of no effect. (Acts 8:13, 22)
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Loving the Lord from the Heart
Whether a believer loves the Lord from the heart has to do with “motive.” If a person’s love for the Lord is only for the sake of God’s blessing, then such “love for the Lord” is hard to keep up. In a believer’s lifetime, hardship cannot be avoided. (2 Tim. 3:12) Whoever stops “loving” God because of a difficulty does not truly “love” (αγαπη) God. (1 Cor. 13:8) A believer should love God for God’s truth, goodness and beauty and for His salvation. Whoever appreciates God’s truth, goodness and beauty and His salvation will like the good and hate the evil, will give God thanks, and will make much of the bond of affection with God. In those days the robber who believed on the cross loved the Lord because of Jesus’ real love (Luke 23:4–42), and the blind man who was healed loved the Lord because of the Lord’s grace in healing him. (John 9:6–7, 38) The Lord looks for a believer to love God more than the blessings He gives, and so in those days the Lord was concerned whether Peter loved Him more than “these” (the netful of fish). (John 21:15) Though Peter was once weak in those days (Luke 22:34), he loved the Lord greatly all the same. It was just because he loved the Lord that Peter afterwards walked the road of martyrdom for Him. (John 21:19) Because he loved the Lord from the heart, Peter always had the Holy Spirit working together with him. (Acts 10:44) He once preached a single sermon and led three thousand people to the Lord. Those who turned to the Lord then all became real believers afterwards. (Acts 2:41–42) In Peter we see the pattern of one who loves the Lord from the heart. A believer must follow Peter, having the Holy Spirit working with him and bearing much fruit in the gospel. A “love for the Lord” without this mark becomes “empty talk.” May believers all be, like Peter, preachers who love the Lord from the heart. Whoever has this resolve must learn these three spiritual lessons:
Experiencing the forgiveness of sin. Sins are great and small. If a person acts “presumptuously,” he commits a “great transgression.” (Ps. 19:13) If he withstands the Holy Spirit (Matt. 12:32), he commits “a sin unto death.” (1 John 5:16) If, dragged down by the flesh (Rom. 7:18), he does harm meaning well, he commits a “sin of ignorance.” (1 Tim. 1:13) Whoever sins must, as David did in those days, know his fault and confess it before he can receive God’s pardon. (2 Sam. 12:13) Having sin pardoned by God is very important, for only whoever has experienced the Lord’s grace of pardon will love God (Luke 7:47) and receive the Lord’s healing. (Mark 2:5, 10–12) Whoever would have his sin forgiven must repent from the heart. (Acts 2:38) May believers all be willing to learn from King David’s good example of repenting from the heart in those days. Because King David was truthful with God, he would know (Ps. 51:3) and admit (Ps. 32:5) his own sin, and would grieve over it. (Ps. 51:17) Because he was willing to confess from the heart, King David, having experienced God’s grace of pardon (Ps. 32:5), could love God from the heart. (Ps. 116:1) Whoever has experienced the forgiveness of sin will be willing to answer God’s grace of pardon with a love that acts. In those days the prophet Isaiah, having experienced God’s great grace of pardon, offered himself of his own accord to be sent by God. (Isa. 6:7–8) A believer must seek the forgiveness of sin, for only whoever’s sin is already forgiven has the Holy Spirit in his heart. (Acts 2:38) Only such a person can love God with the “love of God” that comes from the Holy Spirit. (Rom. 5:5) Whoever’s sin is not yet forgiven must, like Simon in those days, first set his heart right, then repent, and only then speak of service. (Acts 8:18–23)
Experiencing God hearing prayer. God can hear every prayer a person prays. Because God knows a person’s thought afar off (Ps. 139:2), “God hearing prayer” does not mean God hearing the prayer but God granting what is asked. God’s answer to a person’s prayer has three possibilities: “granted,” “wait,” and “no.” In those days God’s answer to Hannah’s asking for a son was “granted” (1 Sam. 1:17); His answer to Abraham’s asking for a son was “wait”; and His answer to David’s asking that the infant be healed was “no.” (2 Sam. 12:16–18) “God hearing prayer” means God granting and not refusing what a person asks. Whoever would have his prayer heard by God must satisfy these two conditions:
According with God’s will. Because God gives grace according to His own will (Eph. 1:8–9), whoever would have God hear his prayer must ask what accords with God’s will. (1 John 5:14) In those days when Paul and Silas were in prison at Philippi for the gospel, the moment they prayed an angel opened the prison doors by an earthquake (Acts 16:25–26), because their prayer to get out and preach the gospel and bring people to the Lord accorded with God’s will. (Mark 16:15)
Waiting patiently. God often acts for whoever waits for Him (Isa. 64:4), and whoever waits for Him shall not be ashamed. (Ps. 25:3) In those days Abraham already had God’s promise of a seed. (Gen. 12:4, 7) He waited for God patiently, and in the end at a hundred years old received the son God gave, Isaac. (Gen. 21:5) Having experienced God’s great grace, Abraham was full of thankfulness to God. He was willing, at God’s command, to offer Isaac to God. His act of being willing to lay his only son Isaac on the altar showed Abraham’s real love for God. (Gen. 22:9)
Experiencing the Lord’s faithfulness. In those days the Lord wanted those who followed Him to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, so that they might receive all they needed from God. (Matt. 6:33) Whoever is willing to believe the Lord’s promise can experience the Lord’s faithfulness. In those days Hannah believed the words Eli the priest blessed her with, and the next year she conceived and bore a son. Having received a son, Hannah loved God still more, and brought the boy before the priest to be used by God all his life. (1 Sam. 1:17, 27–28) Whoever would, like Hannah, experience God’s faithfulness must do these two things:
Obeying the Holy Spirit. Because the Greek for God’s “kingdom” (βασιλεια) carries the sense of “God’s reign” (royal reign), whoever is in God’s kingdom has already entered the range of God’s rule. (Acts 26:18) Whoever is willing to be ruled by God can experience God’s faithfulness, for he has the Holy Spirit’s leading. In those days Paul, because he obeyed the Holy Spirit’s leading and was willing to carry the gospel to Macedonia (Acts 16:10), very soon led Lydia and the jailer’s whole household to the Lord. (Acts 16:14, 34) Whoever obeys the Holy Spirit will surely have the Lord working with him (Acts 10:44), for the Lord is faithful. (Mark 16:20)
Becoming a righteous person. Whoever would become righteous must do God’s righteousness. (1 John 3:7) Whoever becomes righteous not only “lives by faith” (Rom. 1:17), but has his prayer heard by God as well. In those days Elijah, being a righteous man, prayed once and it did not rain for three years and a half; he prayed again and the heavens gave rain. (James 5:16–18) We can see that “being a righteous person” brings a fuller experience of God’s faithfulness than “fasting and praying” or “finding someone to pray for you.”
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Having the Lord’s Likeness
A believer must be sanctified in Christ before he can become a saint. (1 Cor. 1:1) The condition of a believer being a saint is that he abide in Christ. Some hold that if, after a believer has left the world, someone prays in his name for healing and is healed, he is qualified to be canonized by the church as a “saint.” Such a saying goes against the teaching of Scripture. (1 Cor. 1:2) If a believer is willing to do what is righteous in God’s eyes, he can be sanctified. (Rom. 6:19) Whoever is willing to do righteousness, if he can be like Paul in those days and willing to follow Christ (1 Cor. 11:1), will have the image of Christ. Scripture says that “Christ has (υπαρχων) the form of God.” (Phil. 2:6) Because the original sense of the Greek υπαρχω translated “has” is “being” (being) (Phil. 3:20), “having God’s form” means the form of “being God.” This image issues from God’s nature. (2 Pet. 1:4) God is a Spirit (John 4:24) whom the eye of flesh cannot see. (John 1:18) When Paul in those days was caught up to paradise, he could only hear unspeakable words. (2 Cor. 12:4) When he met the Lord on the road to Damascus, those with him also “heard a voice, but saw no man.” (Acts 9:7) A believer should not give “God” a human form, nor promote the saying that “seeing is believing,” for that goes against the teaching of Scripture. (1 Tim. 6:16; Rom. 8:25) The “Lord’s image” does not mean a “form” the eye of flesh can see, but the “holy virtue” a person’s heart can know. This holy virtue will show in a saint’s words and deeds; but a person’s words and deeds are not necessarily the showing of God’s image. (Luke 18:12–14) Whoever understands this difference must pursue these three real holy virtues of the “Lord’s likeness”:
Loving people with “God’s love.” In those days the Lord charged His disciples to love one another as He had loved (αγαπησα) His disciples. (John 13:34) [the source prints 約14:34 for John 13:34] The “love” with which the Lord loved His disciples and the “love” (αγαπη) of “God so loved the world” (John 3:16) are the same Greek word. This is a “real love” different from the love of the people of this world. This real love has these two marks:
Seeking another’s good. “God’s love” “seeketh not her own” (1 Cor. 13:5) but seeks the good of another. (Phil. 2:4) The “good” spoken of here means eternal good. (Matt. 16:26) In those days the Lord used “God’s love” to love the young rich man who came before Him to ask about eternal life. The Lord wanted the young rich man to have the good of eternal life, and so He asked him to forsake all and follow Him. (Matt. 7:14) We can see that the Lord in those days loved that young rich man with real love. (Mark 10:21) May believers also love people with the Lord’s real love, seeking people’s eternal good and not seeking for them only some “small material kindness.”
Being willing to forgive. In those days the Lord on the cross made intercession for those ignorant sinners. (Luke 23:34) They were the ones who had begged Pilate to have Jesus crucified. (Luke 23:23) Because “God’s love” accords with the truth (1 Cor. 13:6), whoever has “God’s love” should forgive his brother (Matt. 18:35) and should not love those who hate the LORD. (2 Chr. 19:2) Whoever really has “God’s love” will discern right from wrong (Phil. 1:9–10) and will not put an “indiscriminate love” in place of “God’s love.”
Being faithful and trustworthy. When the Lord Jesus was in the world in those days He had very high credit. At His baptism a voice came from heaven saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. (Matt. 3:17) We can see that Jesus was much trusted by the heavenly Father. In those days Nicodemus, a man of high virtue and standing, came to Jesus by night and said to Him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God. (John 3:2) From this we can see that even the rulers of the Jews of that time trusted Jesus. Whoever has the Lord’s image will have the Lord’s credit of those days. Only the gospel message such a person preaches is easily received by others. Because the Lord Jesus’ credit was good in those days, He could bring the Samaritan woman to lay down her racial prejudice (John 4:9) and to believe that He was the Messiah who was to come. (John 4:29) If believers all had good credit, then making all peoples the Lord’s disciples would be no hard thing. (Mark 16:15) Whoever would have good fruit in his work must, as the Lord did in those days, be able to have favour with God and with people. (Luke 2:52) In those days David, because he pleased God (1 Chr. 17:27), had thirty mighty men moved by God to come and help him when he fought King Saul. (1 Chr. 12:18) God’s work, without fellow workers who come from God, is hard to bring off. God’s workman must have the LORD working with him if he is not to labour in vain. (Ps. 127:1) Whoever understands this reasoning should pursue becoming a faithful and trustworthy person. Whoever is a workman after God’s heart will receive many helpers God sends, and many whom God sends to receive the gospel. Such a servant of God is like the “servant with the five talents” in the parable the Lord told: he receives his master’s praise and joy in his service. (Matt. 25:20–21)
Having spiritual substance. Because the Lord Jesus is the “Word made flesh” (John 1:14), and the Word is spirit (John 6:63), the Lord Jesus is a true “spiritual man.” A “spiritual man” must have spiritual substance, for whoever has no substance is one “of the flesh.” (1 Cor. 3:1) Whoever would have spiritual substance must pursue these two spiritual substances of the Lord:
Being humble and glad to learn. Though the Lord Jesus in those days was the Son of God, He was still willing to ask the teachers in the temple about the law. (Luke 2:46) Because the Lord had the learner’s frame of mind that “where three walk together, one of them is surely my teacher,” His learning was deep, and He could out-argue the whole company of scholars before the Pharisees. (John 8:5, 7) A believer should, like Ezra in those days, be willing to spend time searching out God’s law (Ezra 7:10), so as to have the spiritual knowledge to “serve as a teacher and example to others.” A real “spiritual man” will know what the Lord likes and what the Lord has said, and not only what the congregation likes and what the scholars have said.
Hating evil. The Lord Jesus in those days hated evil, and utterly abhorred the practice of turning God’s house into a den of thieves. (Mark 11:15–17) Because hating evil is the showing of the fear of God (Prov. 3:7), whoever sees an evil thing and is unmoved is a person who does not fear God. Today there are those in the world who proclaim “making friends with the wicked”; such a saying, which seems right and is not, does not accord with God’s mind. (2 Cor. 6:14) Whoever acts so will surely overturn in the rut of Jehoshaphat king of Judah in those days. (2 Chr. 20:35–37) A believer must let this mind be in him which was also in Christ Jesus (Phil. 2:5) before he can become a real “saint” who has the image of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Sent at the Lord’s Bidding
Every true believer is an envoy (πρεσβευομεν) of Christ. (2 Cor. 5:20) Because the Greek for “envoy,” πρεσβευω, means “ambassador” (ambassador), a believer’s obedience to the Lord Jesus, who is King of kings (Rev. 17:14), is only reasonable. A believer should choose to “be sent at the Lord’s bidding,” for whoever is sent at the Lord’s bidding not only bears fruit (John 15:16) but by bearing fruit enters God’s kingdom. (Matt. 21:43) Because God gives the freedom to “choose,” the people of this world are divided into good and evil. (Ps. 1:6) Although a person has the “freedom” to choose, that freedom is not absolute. (Rom. 7:19) Whoever would have real freedom must know the truth. (John 8:32) Whoever does not know the truth has only the freedom to do evil and not the freedom to do good. Such a person, being of the flesh (1 Cor. 3:1), will do as he pleases in seeking “the pleasures of sin.” (Heb. 11:25) That freedom is the freedom to sin that Paul had before he believed, while he was in the dark. (1 Tim. 1:13) After Paul came to understand the true way, he willingly chose to be the Lord’s slave (Rom. 1:1) and became one who would keep under his own body for God. (1 Cor. 9:27) [the source prints 林前:27, with the chapter number missing] Paul’s wise choice made him fit to be a vessel greatly used by God, able to bear much fruit so that many received salvation. (Acts 19:6) Whoever would, like Paul, be sent at the Lord’s bidding must also, like him, be willing to make these three right choices:
Choosing to keep the body under. Because Paul in those days could “keep under his body” (1 Cor. 9:27), he not only had Christ living in his heart (Gal. 2:20) but reached the point of being able to “do all things.” (Phil. 4:13) To “keep the body under” is to make the “flesh” obey the “soul.” If the body is likened to a car, then the “soul” is the “driver.” When “the car does not obey the driver,” an accident happens. The young rich man who came before the Lord in those days to ask about eternal life belonged among those whose “car does not obey the driver.” His soul wanted eternal life, but his flesh would not obey, and in the end his soul had to go away “sorrowful” after his “body.” (Mark 10:21–22) A believer’s soul must be restored before he can follow God in the path of righteousness. (Ps. 23:3) Because Mary’s soul in those days had been restored, her “soul” (ψυχη) would magnify the Lord. (the Chinese Bible renders the Greek for “soul” as “heart”) (Luke 1:46) [the source prints 路1:6 for Luke 1:46] Because Mary in those days was willing to be God’s “handmaid,” she could “make her body obey her soul” and so was willing to do what God commanded. (Luke 1:38) If a believer’s “soul” will, like Mary’s in those days, choose to be God’s slave, then he too will naturally be sent at the Lord’s bidding without condition. Only one who can “cultivate his own person” can become a church leader fit to “order the house of God.” (1 Tim. 3:2–5)
Choosing to let the Lord be king. “Letting the Lord be king” is handing one’s own sovereign right over to Christ. Because Paul in those days was willing to give the sovereign right to the Lord, he could reach the point of “not I.” (Gal. 2:20) Whoever is willing to do so is wisest, for it is safest to hand the sovereign right to this Lord in whom “all fulness” dwells (Col. 1:19) and who “loves” His disciples with the love of God. (John 13:1) In those days Esther committed the deliverance of her people to God in prayer, and in the end she not only saved her people from death but defeated the enemy Haman. Whoever is willing to let the Lord be king should, having done his own duty, say to God as Esther did in those days: “If I perish, I perish.” (Esth. 4:16) Esther’s faith in those days was a faith that “breaks the cauldrons and sinks the boats.” Whoever has such faith has a bright future, for he has already put the matter into the hands of the “great King.” (Ps. 95:3) In those days Peter, though he had rich experience in fishing, caught not a single fish all night. Afterwards he let the Lord be king in the matter of fishing and let down the net at the Lord’s command, and so had the experience of coming home with a full load. (Luke 5:4–7) May believers also have Peter’s wisdom of those days, and be willing to let the Lord be king in every matter. Only whoever is willing to do so truly believes in Jesus as “King of kings.” (1 Tim. 6:15) Only such a person is a citizen of the kingdom of heaven whose name matches the reality. (Phil. 3:20) May whoever is willing to let the Lord be king learn from Zacchaeus’ example of giving way to the Lord in those days. When the Lord told Zacchaeus to come down from the tree, he “made haste, and came down.” When he knew Jesus would come and stay at his house, he “received him joyfully.” (Luke 19:5–6) When he knew he was already a new creation, he resolved to mend his former faults bitterly. (Luke 19:8) Zacchaeus’ greatest strength was that he was willing to let the Lord be king. In carrying out the king’s mission he never asked “why.”
Choosing to be a good soldier of the Lord. A “good soldier” is a “fine soldier.” Judging whether a soldier is fine or poor must go by God’s standard. Below are two high standards whoever would be the Lord’s good soldier should reach:
Being willing to obey God. Whoever has God’s Spirit in his heart (Acts 5:32) will obey God. In those days Daniel, because he had God’s Spirit in his heart (Dan. 6:3), could in the war with the powers of evil defeat the enemy and cause God’s name to be glorified. (Dan. 6:24–26) Because he obeyed God, Daniel could be faithful in his duties and blameless in what he did. (Dan. 6:4) May whoever would be the Lord’s good soldier have Daniel’s courage of those days: to follow God through the lions’ den (Dan. 6:22) rather than to ask God to take the lions’ den away.
Pleasing the Lord. The Lord’s good soldier must be at all times available for the Lord’s use if he is to please the Lord. (2 Tim. 2:4) In those days one who wished to be a disciple told the Lord he could not follow Him at once, because he had to go home and bid his family farewell. The Lord, hearing this, said: “No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:62) From this we can see that a believer must put the Lord’s things first if he is to please the Lord. In those days Peter gave way to the Lord in the matters of “washing the feet” (John 13:8–9) and of “letting down the net” (Luke 5:5), which greatly gladdened the Lord. So the Lord dealt kindly with Peter, set him as the first of the apostles, and worked together with him in the field of preaching, so that he won victory after victory (Acts 2:41) and became a “good soldier of Christ” whose name matched the reality.
Part Three: Those Who Serve the Lord Bear Much Fruit
Bearing Fruit in the Lord
“Bearing fruit in the Lord” means a believer bearing much fruit because he abides in the Lord. (John 15:5) Whoever would “abide in the Lord” must first be baptized into Christ. (Gal. 3:27) Whoever would be “joined into Christ” must receive a “baptism” that meets God’s standard. Whoever has truly repented of what is sin in God’s eyes can receive the Holy Spirit God gives as a “gift” (δωρεαν). (Acts 2:38) Only such a believer can bear much fruit, for whoever has not the Holy Spirit in his heart is still a believer who has not been born again. John Wesley, while pastoring in the state of Georgia in America, was once such a person. Because at that time he would not accept the doctrine of “justification by faith,” though he was a pastor he had not yet received the Holy Spirit. According to his journal, Wesley was born again after returning to England, at an evening prayer meeting of the church on 24 May 1738. At that meeting he heard someone read from Martin Luther’s writing, and what it said about justification by faith opened his eyes wide. That evening he surrendered before the Lord and accepted the truth of justification by faith. At that moment he felt a warm stream in his heart flowing through his whole body. From then on Wesley’s service changed. By the power of the Holy Spirit he led countless miners to the Lord, planted many churches, and afterwards became the founder of the “Methodist Church.” In Wesley we see how important it is for a believer to be “in the Lord.” The key to a believer bearing much fruit lies not in “the technique of preaching” but in “the relationship with the Lord.” Whoever would, like Wesley, bear much fruit must have these three relationships with the Lord:
Becoming the Lord’s envoy. An “envoy” (πρεσβευω) is a “special envoy” (envoy) sent by God to urge people to be reconciled to Him. (2 Cor. 5:20) Such a “special envoy” will have the authority and power God gives. In those days when Ananias was sent by the Lord to bring Saul to believe, the moment he laid his hand on Saul, Saul was filled with the Holy Spirit. (Acts 9:17–18) Whoever would be the Lord’s special envoy must first be born again, for only whoever is born again has the Holy Spirit and can bring others to receive Him too. Once Saul had the Holy Spirit, he became the Lord’s special envoy. In those days at the church in Ephesus he laid hands on twelve believers who had not received the Holy Spirit, and they all received Him. (Acts 19:6) That Paul could receive the Holy Spirit as a gift was not because he had God’s partiality (Acts 10:34) but because he was willing to obey God. (Acts 10:34) Whoever, like Paul, submits to God from the heart can receive the Holy Spirit as a gift, for this is the spiritual law God has set. (Acts 5:32) May whoever obeys God lay down his own opinion and accept God’s revelation. Whoever does not listen to God’s word cannot be the Lord’s envoy. May believers be like Peter in those days, willing to be persuaded by God, to lay down the old notion that “Gentiles are unclean” and to accept the new light that “God receives the Gentiles.” (Acts 10:13–21) Only such a believer will, like Peter, have the Holy Spirit working with him and be able to lead many to the Lord. (Acts 10:44–48) Whoever would be a good envoy of the Lord must have Ananias’ godliness of those days in being willing to do the Lord’s mind, Paul’s faith at his turning to the Lord in being willing to wait for Him, and Peter’s humility in being willing to accept the Lord’s revelation. Only such a workman is qualified to be the Lord’s special envoy. Whoever is unwilling to do so is not qualified to be God’s envoy. The work he does will have the effect of “drawing water with a bamboo basket.” (Matt. 7:23)
Being the Lord’s good steward. The Greek for “steward” (οικονομος) originally means “one who manages the master’s household.” The “steward” Scripture speaks of (1 Cor. 4:1) means those who manage “spiritual gifts.” (1 Pet. 4:10) Whoever would be God’s steward must have the Holy Spirit in his heart, for only whoever is filled with the Holy Spirit will receive the various gifts God gives. (1 Cor. 12:8–11) Among the gifts God gives, the greatest gift is “love” (αγαπη). (1 Cor. 12:28–13:2) Whoever would receive the gift of “love” must first receive the Holy Spirit, for the Holy Spirit is the one who “sheds” love abroad in a person’s heart. (Rom. 5:5) In those days Barnabas, because he had the Holy Spirit (Acts 11:24), would receive the newly believing Saul with love. (Acts 9:27) At that time no one in the church dared come near Saul, because Paul had persecuted the church. That Barnabas would receive Saul was because he was moved by the Holy Spirit. Whoever is moved by the Holy Spirit will do God’s will without being able to help himself. The missionary Livingston, while preaching in Africa in those days, was attacked by a lion on the road. At that most desperate moment the lion suddenly rolled into the roadside ditch together with him, and the lion, being startled, ran off. Livingston came away without so much as a scratch. Afterwards, in a telephone conversation with an old pastor in England, he learned that the time he was attacked by the lion was exactly the time the old pastor in England had risen at midnight to pray earnestly for him. In that old English pastor we see the pattern of one filled with the Holy Spirit. The old pastor’s intercession in obedience to the Holy Spirit’s moving, and his “full-time” service, are truly a model of “the Lord’s good steward.”
Being God’s true prophet. A “prophet” (προφητης) is one who “prophesies” for God (Matt. 1:13) or “speaks in the Lord’s name.” (James 5:10) The prophesying of the Old Testament prophets ran until John the Baptist (Matt. 11:13), but the prophet’s role of preaching still remained in the New Testament age. (1 Cor. 14:29) In God’s church today there is still the role of “prophet.” (Eph. 4:11) A prophet of the church age must preach the Lord’s true word if he is to lead many to the Lord. In those days Peter, because he was willing to preach the Lord’s word of “repentance and remission of sins” (Luke 24:47), could lead many to the Lord. (Acts 2:41) In those days the believers who fled to Antioch under persecution, because they were willing to preach the Lord Jesus, led very many to the Lord. (Acts 11:20–21) Whoever would be God’s prophet must care whether believers have been born again and saved. Because Paul in those days cared about the believers’ real spiritual state, twelve believers in the church at Ephesus all received the Holy Spirit. (Acts 19:2, 6) God’s prophet must, as Paul did in those days, spend his time and strength mostly on those who respond to the gospel (Acts 18:6–8), for the Lord makes much of the fruitfulness of His servant’s work. (Matt. 25:22–27) Whoever is God’s true prophet will surely prosper in the thing to which God sends him. (Isa. 55:11) Whoever would be God’s prophet must follow the Lord faithfully, and know the place he should go to and the term he should stay. (Acts 18:6, 11) If he can only stay a while in one place, that is not the prophet’s incapacity; if he can stay long, neither is that the prophet’s ability. Where to go and where to stay both rest on God’s leading. (1 Kings 17:5–8) God’s true prophet has no need to pity himself or to boast.
Part Three: Those Who Serve the Lord Bear Much Fruit
Able to Hear the Lord
The Lord would have those who are His become good “learners,” able to hear His word. (Isa. 50:4) “Being able to hear the Lord” is a spiritual quality the Lord’s disciple must have. Because the Hebrew for “hear” (לשמע) is rendered in the Chinese Bible both as “hearken” (Josh. 1:17) and as “understood” (Gen. 42:23), we can see that “hearing” carries the senses of “hearing the sound,” “understanding its meaning,” and “knowing and following it.” In those days Paul on the road to Damascus heard and did the Lord’s command (Acts 9:6, 8), but those travelling with him “heard without understanding.” (Acts 22:9) When the Lord was in the world in those days, He wanted all His hearers to understand His word. (Mark 7:14) Whoever hears without understanding is one whose “ears are heavy.” (Isa. 6:9–10) Whoever is “wise in his own eyes” (Isa. 5:21) and “proud and stout of heart” (Isa. 9:9) will have heavy ears. If a person will, like the prisoners in the jail at Philippi in those days, be willing to “give ear” to the songs Paul and Silas sang (Acts 16:25), and, like Lydia hearing the word in those days, “attend” to the word Paul preached, he can receive salvation by understanding the Lord’s word. In fact whether a person is saved lies not in “opportunity” but in “frame of mind.” God will surely give everyone willing to believe an opportunity to hear the gospel, for He is no respecter of persons. (Acts 10:34) In those days Matthew and the young rich man had an equal opportunity to follow the Lord. Matthew, because he could hear the Lord’s voice, followed Him (Matt. 9:9), while the young rich man, “hearing but not following” the Lord’s word, went away “sorrowful.” (Mark 10:21–22) May believers all have Matthew’s good frame of mind, so as to come to a good end in life. (Prov. 4:23) Whoever would be able to hear the Lord must set his own frame of mind right. Below are three frames of mind whoever would hear the Lord must have:
Fearing the LORD. To “fear” (ירא) God is to be “afraid” of God. To be afraid of God as one is afraid of fire is a good thing, for whoever fears to sin against God will care about his own soul. (Heb. 10:30–31) In those days God asked Sarah why she had laughed within herself at hearing the promise that Abraham would have a son. The moment Sarah heard God’s rebuke, she became afraid. (Gen. 18:15) Sarah’s fear of sinning against God was wisdom, for whoever does not fear God is like “the newborn calf that does not fear the tiger”: that is “ignorance,” not “courage.” Whoever fears God will, like Cornelius in those days, be willing to do the word, so that his whole household receives salvation. (Acts 10:2, 4–7, 44) In those days Job feared God. (Job 1:1) Because he feared God, Job came under Satan’s attack. (Job 2:8–9) Afterwards Job fell into weakness (Job 3:1–3) and into self-righteousness, and was severely rebuked by God. (Job 40:8) Because he feared God (Job 1:1), Job confessed his sin to God and restored his good relationship with Him. (Job 42:5–6) [the source prints 約42:5–6; the narrative identifies Job 42:5–6] From Job’s “surviving a great calamity” and “recovering from ruin” we see how important it is for a believer to fear God. Whoever would, like Job, receive God’s mercy must fear God. Whoever would have a heart that fears God must know that God will search out sin, and must pursue receiving God’s grace of pardon. (Ps. 130:3–4) A believer must have experienced the forgiveness of sin before he can hear the Lord’s gospel. (Mark 1:15)
Being willing to be the Lord’s helper. In those days God’s purpose in creating Eve was to make for Adam a “suitable” (נגד) “helper” (עור). (a helper suitable for him) (Gen. 2:18) Because the Chinese Bible renders the adjective “suitable” as “mate” and the noun “helper” as “help him,” the reader does not learn that the wife was made to be the husband’s “helper,” nor that in looking for a mate one should look for a “suitable” person. Where the person is unsuitable, divorce in that marriage is a thing that will happen sooner or later. In those days the Lord likened the believer’s relation to Him to a wife’s relation to her husband. (Eph. 5:22) Because God would have believers be His “suitable helpers,” He gives the Holy Spirit only to the “suitable ones” who are willing to obey Him. (Acts 5:32) Whoever would be God’s “suitable helper” should hearken to God at all times. Because the Hebrew for “suitable” (נגד) is rendered “before me” in another passage (Isa. 49:16), God’s helper stands before God as Eve stood before Adam in those days: a presence that “neither leaves nor forsakes.” (Gen. 2:18) Today whoever is a wife and whoever is a disciple of the Lord should, before the spouse and before the Lord, “follow where the other leads” and not “insist on an equal share of authority,” for this is the Creator’s will. Whoever gladly “follows the husband’s lead” will succeed as Noah did in those days. (2 Pet. 2:5) Whoever chooses to “go his own way” will come to grief as Lot’s wife did. (Gen. 19:17, 26) May everyone born again be able to “keep the body under” and be willing to be the Lord’s helper. Whoever has this resolve should take the apostle John as his example. In those days John never left the Lord’s side; even at the hour the Lord was crucified he was present. Just because he was present, John received the mission of caring for Mary (John 19:27) and became the disciple the Lord trusted most.
Seeking the reward in heaven. Whoever has a heart for the reward in heaven will surely hearken to the Lord’s command. In those days Abraham, because he longed for the heavenly home (Heb. 11:16), could hear God’s command to go to the land of Canaan. (Gen. 12:1–4) In those days the young rich man who asked before the Lord about eternal life, because he did not care whether he received eternal life, would not hearken to the Lord’s call. (Mark 10:21–22) Whoever would receive the reward in heaven should have these two good virtues:
Having real wisdom. “Real wisdom” means having a “high spiritual intelligence.” Whoever has a high worldly intelligence may get into a good school. Whoever has a high spiritual intelligence has the chance to enter God’s kingdom. Whoever would be a citizen of the kingdom of heaven must take Moses as his teacher, for his spiritual intelligence was very high. In those days Moses gave up the pleasures of sin for the sake of that eternal reward in heaven. (Heb. 11:26) Whoever will fear the LORD and do His commandments can have this wisdom. (Ps. 111:10)
Not fearing to suffer. Suffering is of two kinds: “suffering for sin” (1 Pet. 2:20) and “suffering for the Lord.” The first is brought on oneself; the second is blessed. (1 Pet. 4:14) Whoever would receive the reward in heaven must be a soldier of Christ who does not fear hardship (2 Tim. 2:3), for only whoever does not fear hardship can hear the Lord’s voice. In those days Philip, because he did not fear hardship, could hear the Lord’s command to go into the desert, so that the Ethiopian eunuch on his way home came to believe in the Lord. (Acts 8:35)
Part Three: Those Who Serve the Lord Bear Much Fruit
Carrying Out the Lord’s Commission
Every disciple who belongs to the Lord must do the Lord’s Great Commission. The Lord’s mission is to save lost souls. (Luke 19:10) Ever since Adam, the first father of mankind, sinned, death has come upon everyone. (Rom. 5:12) To save sinners, God sent Abraham to Canaan to hand down a people who belonged to God, and then sent Moses to bring that people out of the land of Egypt. Afterwards God, through Mary of the line of King David, let Christ come into the world as a man, die on the cross for sinners, and rise from the dead on the third day. After His resurrection the Lord sent His disciples out to proclaim the word of repentance and remission (Luke 24:47), so that whoever believes in Him may receive eternal life. “Carrying out the Lord’s commission” is an important link in God’s eternal plan, for the gospel must be preached throughout the world before the “end” God has planned will come. (Matt. 24:14)
Some scholars today hold that the Old Testament age made much of “coming,” while the New Testament age makes much of “going.” Such a saying belongs to a private theology and is not the revelation of Scripture. In the Old Testament age, before Christ had come into the world as a man, one could not speak of believers “going” to preach the gospel. In the Old Testament age God wanted those who were His to “come” into God’s house and worship Him (Isa. 66:23), and also wanted the prophet to “go” and speak His word. (Jer. 1:7) In the New Testament age God wants the disciples who belong to the Lord not only to “go” and preach the gospel (Mark 16:15) but also to “come” before God with confidence. (Eph. 3:12) We can see that in both the New Testament and the Old, “coming” and “going” are alike God’s charge to those who belong to Him. A believer must first “come” before God and receive the Holy Spirit before he can “go” and carry out the Lord’s commission. Whoever has received the Holy Spirit and would “carry out the Lord’s commission” must understand these three minds of the Lord:
“Go” means “as you go.” Because the New Testament was written in Greek, a believer must understand by the original sense of the Greek what the Lord meant when He gave the “Great Commission” in those days. (Matt. 28:19–20) [the source prints 太8:19–20 for Matthew 28:19–20] Because the Greek for “go” (πορευθεντες) is not a “verb” but a “participle” expressing time (participle), the Lord was not saying “you are to go” but “as you go.” That is to say, “carrying out the Lord’s commission” is done “wherever one goes” and not “at a set time.” In those days the disciples at Jerusalem were scattered abroad by persecution. (Acts 8:1) Philip at that time preached Jesus to the people of Samaria just because he had fled there. (Acts 8:5) Today there are those who go on “short-term missions” but not in the Lord’s way. They help the community much and preach Jesus little. They do not preach at home but must go abroad to preach. They treat missions as a “project” and not as a “commission” to which they are called. Such a way of doing it will bear no real fruit, for whoever does not preach at ordinary times will not preach or bring people to the Lord in another place either. May such people, who are right in their own eyes, come to fear God; for whoever acts against the Lord’s will is like a builder of “unauthorized construction” in a city — his labour will be spent for nothing. May they “come to know the true way and see their past wrong,” and be willing, as the Lord was in those days, to be a true disciple who “teaches the way of God truly.” (Luke 20:21)
The Lord would have people be “disciples.” A “disciple” (μαθητης) differs from a “believer” (πιστος). The first is rendered “student” in another passage (Matt. 10:24), and the second is rendered “trustworthy.” (2 Tim. 2:13) We can see that a “disciple” is a “learner,” while a “believer” is one who “counts the Lord trustworthy.” The Lord’s “learner” must gladly receive the Lord’s teaching, or else he will sink into being an “odd-job man.” In those days the three thousand at Jerusalem who believed on hearing Peter preach all became the Lord’s good disciples. They continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine, and took part in the fellowship, the breaking of bread and the prayers. (Acts 2:42) Because they followed the Lord from the heart, they could receive the eternal life God gives. (John 10:27–28) Whoever hears the gospel must not only count the Lord Jesus “trustworthy” but must also do His teaching (Matt. 28:20) if he is to become a real “disciple.” As for those who in the Lord’s true way are “self-taught” or rely on makeshift methods, they lie open to the charge of being right in their own eyes. May these “zealous ones” learn from Apollos’ example, so as to understand and do “the way of God.” (Acts 18:25–27) Whoever is the Lord’s true disciple will be kept by God. (John 10:28) Whoever is not the Lord’s true disciple cannot “make the false come true.” (Matt. 7:23) Whoever is the Lord’s true disciple will have Apollos’ frame of mind in gladly learning, and the power of the Lord’s twelve disciples to cast out devils and heal the sick. (Matt. 10:1) May whoever has not become the Lord’s true disciple learn from the two disciples who met the Lord on the road to Emmaus in those days, so as to understand the spirit of Scripture and have the new life of the Lord’s true disciple. (Luke 24:31–35)
Being willing to be the Lord’s second. Because all things are held together by the Lord, whoever would do the Lord’s commission should let the Lord have the first place. (Col. 1:17–18) To have the Lord’s blessing, believers all want the Lord’s presence. In those days the Lord promised to be with whoever faithfully does His “Great Commission” (Matt. 28:20) — but to be with them in the standing of “captain of the host.” (Josh. 5:14) Because a person’s believing in the Lord rests on the Holy Spirit’s moving (1 Cor. 12:3), whoever has God’s Spirit with him can bring people to believe. Because Paul in those days was glad to be the Lord’s “second,” he was willing to let the Lord change his preaching route, and so carried the gospel into the continent of Europe. (Acts 16:9–12) Because the Lord was with him, he very soon brought Lydia to believe (Acts 16:14–15) and planted the church at Philippi. Afterwards the church at Philippi became a church that made Paul very joyful. (Phil. 1:3–4) May everyone who does the Lord’s Great Commission be, like Paul, willing to be the Lord’s humble second. May everyone who is the Lord’s second be faithful to Him and not “use public office for private ends,” lest he follow in the steps of Cao Cao, who “held the emperor hostage to command the nobles.” Whoever is the Lord’s “loyal servant,” even if he becomes a famous pastor, will still fulfil his duty as the Lord’s second, for he knows that his becoming a leader in the church is a thing God has “raised” him to (Phil. 2:9) and not a thing he has conferred on himself. In those days Joshua, because he had this self-knowledge, fell on his face and worshipped before the Lord’s captain. (Josh. 5:14) May everyone who is the Lord’s second never forget his standing as an “envoy” (2 Cor. 5:20) and the Great Commission of “making people the Lord’s disciples.” (Matt. 28:19)
Part Three: Those Who Serve the Lord Bear Much Fruit
Passing On the Flame
“Passing on the flame” means teacher handing down to disciple, on and on without a break. The word for “fuel” means “firewood.” Fire is made with wood; though the wood is spent, the fire remains. To liken “teacher and disciple” to “wood and fire” is truly the wisdom of the ancients. A wise believer will pass on the faith that brings people eternal life like a flame handed down. In those days Timothy’s grandmother Lois was such a wise person. She passed her unfeigned faith to Timothy’s mother Eunice, and Eunice passed that real faith to Timothy. (2 Tim. 1:5) Because the believers of the early church would pass on the pure faith like a flame, believers today have the chance to hear the Lord’s pure gospel. This way of “passing on the flame” accords with the Lord’s mind. When the Lord came out to preach in those days, He began before long to train “successors.” The twelve “successors” He chose were all obtained through prayer and careful selection. (Luke 6:12–13) The Lord chose only suitable people as disciples, for He wanted qualified disciples to hand His saving mission down from age to age. By God’s will, God chooses His “heirs” from the “principal line” and not from the “secondary.” In those days God agreed that Abraham should send away the son of the handmaid, Ishmael, and then establish the son of the principal wife, Isaac, as heir. (Gen. 21:12) By the tradition of Chinese culture, the ancients too, in choosing an “heir,” “handed down to the principal line and not to the secondary.” The root sense of 嫡 (“principal”) is “upright,” meaning “the son of the principal wife.” (Zhongzheng Comprehensive Dictionary of Form, Sound and Meaning, p. 0325) 庶 (“secondary”) means one whose relation is distant. (Zhongzheng Comprehensive Dictionary of Form, Sound and Meaning, p. 0409) By God’s reasoning of choosing the “principal line,” the Lord’s holy work, in considering the “heir” who is to succeed, should choose a successor whose faith is “pure” and whose relation to the Lord is “not distant.” Such a successor must have these three characters:
Knowing to fear the true God. In those days, before the Israelites entered Canaan, God chose Joshua for them as Moses’ successor. (Num. 27:18) Joshua was a man who feared God. He was willing to bow at the feet of the one who “came as captain of the host of the LORD,” and called himself the Lord’s “servant.” (Josh. 5:14) Every “heir” God chooses must, like Joshua, fear God, for only such a person will have God’s presence. (Josh. 1:9) In those days Isaac, because of famine, wanted to move to Egypt. God stopped him on the way and told him to stay in Gerar. Because he feared God, Isaac gladly stayed. (Gen. 26:1–6) Afterwards God greatly blessed Isaac, so that when he sowed in Gerar he received a hundredfold. (Gen. 26:12) Many times a believer’s lack is not because the circumstances are bad but because the frame of mind is wrong. Whoever fears God will, even in famine, experience God’s abundant provision as Isaac did in those days. A believer’s fear of God must pass through God’s testing. In those days, before God blessed Abraham, He tested him, telling him to take his only son Isaac to a mountain in the land of Moriah and offer him there as a burnt offering. (Gen. 22:1–2) Abraham obeyed resolutely, and when he was about to kill his son as an offering, God called to him and told him he had passed the test. From then on God’s blessing came upon Abraham. God gave him descendants many in number, and made all nations blessed too. (Gen. 22:11–18) Whoever fears God shall want for nothing. (Ps. 34:9)
Having the Holy Spirit’s power. Though Peter was once weak in those days, he was still the Lord’s chosen “heir.” (Luke 22:31–32) Because he obeyed God, Peter received the Holy Spirit God gives. (Acts 5:32) In those days he did the Lord’s command and went to Jerusalem to wait to receive the Holy Spirit, and at the meeting at Pentecost he was greatly filled with the Holy Spirit. (Luke 24:49) Because he had the Holy Spirit’s power, Peter preached once and brought three thousand people to believe. (Acts 2:41) Because he was willing to preach the word of repentance and remission, Peter’s preaching often pricked his hearers to the heart. (Acts 2:37) He could, in the Lord’s name, make a lame man rise and walk (Acts 3:6–7) and raise a dead person to life. (Acts 9:40) A believer must have a thirsting heart before he can receive the Holy Spirit. In those days the Lord promised that whoever “thirsts” may come to Him and receive the Holy Spirit as rivers of living water. (John 7:37–39) In those days Apollos, because he had such a heart, was willing to accept the teaching of Priscilla and Aquila, and became a defender of the way with great power of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 18:26–28) In those days the prophet Elisha, because he had a thirsting heart, received a double portion of the Spirit that had moved Elijah. (2 Kings 2:9) Because the Holy Spirit worked with him, Elisha by prayer made the enemy soldiers blind, and so took them all captive. (2 Kings 6:18) [the source prints 王下3:18 for 2 Kings 6:18] Through the Holy Spirit, Elisha could pour oil that did not run out, so that a poor widow could live by selling it. (2 Kings 4:5–7) He could make the Shunammite woman bear a son, raise a child who had died (2 Kings 4:17, 34–35), and heal Naaman’s leprosy. (2 Kings 5:14) Whoever would have the Holy Spirit’s power must, like Elisha, have a good teacher filled with the Holy Spirit, and a clean heart that longs for the Holy Spirit.
Seeking the things of the Lord Jesus. In those days Paul chose Timothy as his “heir” in the gospel (1 Tim. 1:2) because Timothy would seek the things of the Lord Jesus alone. (Phil. 2:21–22) Whoever seeks the things of the Lord Jesus will not change his heart however bad the circumstances become. In those days Luke the physician was such a person. At that time, because the Roman government persecuted Christians, many who did not put the Lord’s things first left the field of the gospel one after another. Many fellow workers ran away then, and Luke alone was left to stay with Paul. (2 Tim. 4:10–11) Luke is a model of “one who serves the Lord faithfully.” He carried out in earnest the Lord’s teaching to “seek first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness.” (Matt. 6:33) In those days Peter too was such a person. Returning once from fishing, instead of washing his nets first he first thrust out the boat for the Lord, so that the Lord could preach to the people on the shore. When the Lord had finished preaching, He at once directed Peter’s fishing, so that with one net Peter took enough fish to fill two boats. (Luke 5:3–7) A believer should always remember the benefits received from the Lord, lest he forget God’s grace. (Ps. 103:2) The benefits the Lord gives are of two kinds: “present” and “afterward.” In those days Peter was willing to put the Lord’s things first, and the Lord let Peter receive the “present” benefit. After the Lord rose from the dead He met with Peter, went on making him the first of the apostles, and made him bear much fruit in the gospel. In those days Luke the physician was willing to seek first the Lord’s work of preaching, and the Lord let him receive the benefit that came afterward. Afterwards the Lord made Luke the physician the writer of “the Gospel of Luke” and “the Acts of the Apostles,” to the good of the church. A believer should not serve God for the benefits, but should thank the Lord for the benefits God gives.
Closing Word
Closing Word
After the writer’s tapping day and night on the computer keyboard, the writing of this book has at last come to its “closing strains.” Looking back over that time, the writer has had his fill of the labour of rising at night to note down an inspiration and the pain of waking early to weigh a word; and he cannot help feeling for Wordsworth, who in his day also sat long at his desk over a poem. In those days Jia Dao, to settle on “knocks” in the lines “Birds roost in the trees beside the pool; a monk knocks at the gate beneath the moon,” made the motions of pushing and knocking with his hand in front of everyone. In settling the name of this book the writer too has had this weariness of “pushing and knocking.” Afterwards, being shown by the Lord, the writer changed 奧秘 (“mystery”) in 靈命成長之奧秘 to 情理. That the “writer” should listen to the “Author” is only reasonable.
The writer has the habit of “being sparing of words as of gold,” and is unwilling to “spend gold like earth.” To reach the effect of few words and full meaning, every topic of this book is only four characters, and the content of each topic is within two typed pages. Because the words are few and the sense concentrated, this book may lie open to the charge of “an air of antiquity.” In truth writing is for carrying the way; and to carry down the wise sayings of the worthies of old in order to set out the spirit of Scripture — why should one not gladly try it? Mencius’ words in his day about “binding up the window before the rain” (Mencius, Gongsun Chou I) are still used by people today. Those who use them may not know that 綢 (the cover of a bow and arrow) means “to bind and mend,” and that 繆 (that is, ten bundles of hemp) is the work of “tying fast”; yet they will gladly quote them all the same. We can see that concentrated words and simple sayings are truly what everyone likes.
“Spiritual growth” carries the sense of “first having spiritual life, and then growing.” Whoever would give teaching to a child in the womb lies open to the charge of “not revering the Creator,” for “first being born, then growing” (1 Pet. 2:2) is the Creator’s will. Because spiritual life comes from the Holy Spirit (John 3:6), whoever would have the new life must first receive the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:38)
“情理” is a single word joining “love” and “truth.” “Spiritual growth” must accord with God’s “love and truth.” In those days the Lord was not pleased with Simon’s thin affection toward Him, but valued the deep love of the one who anointed Him with ointment. (Luke 7:46–47) In those days God rebuked the prophet Jonah for conduct that did not “accord with reason,” for Jonah went against God for his own ends, setting aside heaven’s will for the sake of his nation’s advantage. (Jonah 4:7) May believers take Simon and Jonah as cautionary examples, so as not to halt at the point of “self-centredness” while following the Lord in the path of righteousness.
A believer must love God sincerely before he can receive salvation. (Eph. 6:24) Whoever is saved must go deeper in the spirit of Scripture before he can grow up to the stature of Christ. (Eph. 4:13) “Spiritual growth” has nothing to do with “position” or “academic degrees,” but with “understanding the word” and with “suffering.” May every reader become one who has the Lord’s life, who has spiritual depth, who is willing to suffer for the Lord, and who can bring people to believe. The writer offers the following verse to the reader, as a “motto” for whoever would grow in spiritual life:
Glad to give, though the purse lacks means (1 Kings 17:12, 15),
waiting quietly, though the door is slow to open. (Rom. 4:19–20)
Praising on the day of the storm (Acts 16:25–26),
putting the word into practice when understanding dawns. (Luke 24:32–33)
Appendix: Old Tunes Refilled
Appendix: Old Tunes Refilled
The ancients took “sorrow and joy, parting and meeting” as the stuff of the lyric. It is a pity that in the lyrics we have, the sorrow far outweighs the joy. Happily, whoever is in the Lord today need not “grieve for heaven and worry for man.” The writer feels for Li Qingzhao in the bitterness of her “Cold and desolate; miserable, mournful, full of sorrow. In the hour when warmth returns and cold comes back, it is hardest to find rest.” He sympathizes with Qin Guan in the sadness of his “Though the spring river were all tears, it could not carry away so much sorrow.” And he pities the helplessness of Li the Later Ruler’s “How much sorrow, pray, can one man have? As much as a river of spring water flowing east.” In truth a poem of despair does nothing for a person’s actual case at the time. It is a pity that the poets of old, not knowing the true God, could not, like Daniel, put thanksgiving and prayer in the place of railing at the world (Dan. 6:10), nor, like Paul, glory in praise while in straits. (Acts 16:25) A believer must know that whoever has the Lord with him has hope in affliction, for the Lord will go with him through the affliction (Isa. 63:9) and will hear his cry. (Isa. 65:24) May whoever has believed in the Lord keep a thankful heart always, and by the Lord live out a life of purpose in circumstances that fall short of what he would wish. If so, an old tune may become a new song, and “setting out one’s own pain” may become “showing forth the glory of the true God.” The writer tries his hand at it here for the first time, and throws out these “old tunes refilled” to cast a stone and find the road for the reader, hoping for the effect of “throwing out a brick and drawing in jade.” With prayer and thanks. Glory be to God.
To the tune “Song of Divination”
Be Sincere Toward the Lord
Christ delights in sincerity;
the sincere delight in God’s love.
Whoever God loves receives grace,
and has the Lord’s particular favour. (Eph. 6:24)
How deep the grace,
how great the joy.
Only be within the will of God,
and though the sky fall, fear nothing. (Josh. 1:9)
To the tune “Gazing South of the River”
Receive the Holy Spirit
Receive the Holy Spirit —
this gift is good indeed. (Acts 2:38)
Having the earnest of the heavenly home (Eph. 1:4),
grieve not that the days on earth are few.
Eternal life is already received. (John 10:28)
After being born again,
receive the Holy Spirit’s leading. (John 16:13)
Carry out the Lord’s Great Commission,
and see the gospel bear its fruit. (Mark 16:20)
How wonderful salvation is.
To the tune “The Beautiful Lady Yu”
Be a Spiritual Person
Spirituality is not in the outward show;
the Lord must be within.
If it be within the will of God,
no labour shall be spent for nothing.
A person must believe and submit to the Lord Christ
before he can receive the great blessing. (Luke 1:45)
And the heart must love God as fire,
to abide in the Lord and bear much fruit. (John 15:5)
To the tune “Pure Serene Music”
Love the Lord from the Heart
Truthful and trustworthy —
the Lord counts it a weighty thing. (John 4:24)
The eunuch came from far away to worship,
and by sincerity believed the true way. (Acts 8:35–38)
Sincerity can move heaven and earth;
Hannah, having prayed, had the joy of pregnancy. (1 Sam. 1:18)
If a person loves the Lord from the heart,
he will pour out his soul before Him. (1 Sam. 1:15)
To the tune “Picking Mulberries”
Delight in the Love of God
God’s love is not like the sun in the sky,
rising east, setting west.
Rising east, setting west,
gone without a word — how thin such affection.
God’s love is rather like the sun in the sky,
gone at evening, back at dawn.
Gone at evening, back at dawn —
who can match a love so unwavering? (John 13:1)
To the tune “The River All Red”
Bring People to the Lord
Believe and submit to the true God; in the Lord there is real peace.
Follow the Lord, run the heavenly road; bitter though it be, it is sweet.
On the cross the old self is lost; in the millennial kingdom new gladness is found.
To bear shame for the gospel is no disgrace. (Rom. 1:16)
The book of life is not yet full. The door of heaven is not yet shut.
Bring many to believe; talk emptily little.
Relying on God one can do all things; to bring people to the Lord is truly not hard.
May all the sincere come to dwell in God’s holy hill. (Ps. 15:1–2)
To the tune “Fisherman’s Song”
Catch People as Fish
Worship and praise, the singing rings out;
every believer full of gladness.
White skin, yellow face,
in the Lord rejoicing in one house.
The “fish” is the believer’s sign (*1);
to take “fish” rests wholly on the Lord’s gift.
Obey God, do the Lord’s will,
and be a good special envoy. (Matt. 28:18–20)
To the tune “Pure Serene Music”
Pray and Wait (*2)
What is it to be spiritual?
It is not in the outward form (Isa. 53:2),
but the longing that prays for the Lord’s presence,
praying until the break of day. (Luke 6:12)
Have the breath of the Lord’s Spirit,
then be sent out by Him. (John 20:21–22)
Wait for the Lord without a murmur;
wait upon God, and there is sincerity. (Ps. 25:5)
____________________________________________
(*1): The Greek for “fish” is Ιχθυς, an acronym (Acronym) of the Greek words for Jesus (Ιησου) Christ (Χριστος), Son (υιος) of God (Θεος), Saviour (Σωτηρ). In those days the believers of the early church, persecuted by the Roman government, would often paste the sign of a “fish” on their doors so as not to expose themselves, letting other believers know they were of their own company who believed that “Jesus Christ is the Son of God and Saviour.” Today some will paste the “fish” sign on the rear bumper of a car to show that they are Christians. May such people not drive over the speed limit, lest they damage the good name of believers.
(*2) This lyric’s title is taken from the first characters of its lines: 「何不祈禱，當再等候」 — “Why not pray? Then wait again.”
To the tune “Prelude to Water Melody”
Wait for the Lord’s Coming Again
When will the Lord come again?
No one in the world knows. (Matt. 24:36)
The day of the Lord comes
as a thief comes. (1 Thess. 5:2)
I urge you, make ready early,
follow Paul of those days,
believe the Lord without doubt or delay. (Acts 9:18)
Filled with the Holy Spirit,
he could sing in the prison. (Acts 16:25)
For the gospel, out of faith,
be willing to invest. (2 Tim. 4:7–8)
Learn from Daniel:
relying on the Lord, fear not the lion in the den. (Dan. 6:22)
Follow Abraham,
long for the homeland above,
and laugh at worldly splendour. (Heb. 11:9, 16)
The old steed prays for heaven’s stall;
great wisdom looks like foolishness. (1 Cor. 4:10)
To the tune “Silk-Washing Stream”
Follow Peter’s Example
The risen Saviour by the lakeside.
Peter, recognizing Him, welcomed Him gladly.
Together they ate breakfast and talked of old times. (John 21:7–13)
The rain has passed, the sky is bright, the spring is fair;
once there was no clearing, and now the sky is clear. (John 18:27; 21:7)
From this day on, for love, he walked with the Lord. (John 21:19)
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