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Preface
Preface
Although the national hero Yue Fei was killed because he “loyally served his country,” his name has been honored through the ages, and even in death he remained glorious. Qin Hui, the treacherous official who served in the same court as Yue Fei, gained promotion through betraying his country, but his name has lived in infamy, becoming the “deep-fried devil” in the common people’s hearts. This shows that a meaningful life is what upright people in the world seek.
“Upright people” means those willing to bow before the truth, and “truth” means the light that comes from Christ (John 1:14). Whether people are willing to act according to the light of truth is a right of self-determination God gives them (John 3:20–21). In this book, my aim is to share the light of the true word. May God open readers’ mind’s eyes, so that they can see the true light, choose paths of righteousness (the source prints Psalm 23::3), and thereby live meaningful lives.
A “meaningful life” means a life within God’s will that has both joy and the hope of eternal life. To obey God’s will, Moses gave up the “pleasure in sin” of Egypt’s royal palace. As a result, he received God’s reward of eternal value (Hebrews 9:25–26, as printed).
Things without eternal value are completely meaningless in the eyes of the wise. Although King Solomon held the exalted position of king of Judah, because he did what was evil in God’s eyes (1 Kings 11:6), he came to hate life and feel that everything was vanity (Ecclesiastes 2:17). King Solomon’s lament is a portrait of the lives of those today who do not carry out God’s will. Even if they hold the rank of emperor, possess the greatest wealth in the world, or have extraordinary talent, they will surely live in vanity. These people may lack nothing in the world except the “meaning of life” that can satisfy them. We can therefore see that the message of how to attain “a life full of meaning” is precisely the “good news” they need to hear.
Since a meaningful life comes from carrying out God’s will, believers should all gladly practice the Lord’s word. Because Mary was willing to carry out the Lord’s word, only then did she attain a meaningful life in which all generations call her blessed (Luke 1:38, 48). Since the revelation of the original-language Bible is God’s word (2 Timothy 3:16), those willing to practice God’s word will be faithful to the original-language Bible’s meaning. In this book, I will use the original meaning of the original-language Bible to explain biblical truth concerning “a meaningful life.” I hope that when readers hear new light from biblical revelation, they will replace resistance with acceptance, so that they can receive meaningful lives. With the following poem, I would like to share encouragement with readers:
Gladly Practice “What Must Be Known”
Since people did not create themselves,

They should therefore follow Heaven’s way.

If you want life to have meaning,

Action and knowledge must not be lacking.

Translation note
The body title 得著有意義之人生 is translated as Attain a Meaningful Life; it differs from the file’s title 滿有意義之人生. The contents’ appendix entry is preserved as supplied; it does not by itself establish that the appendix text is present. The source’s Psalm23::3 punctuation and Hebrews9:25–26 citation are explicitly retained. Historical accounts and claims remain the author’s. “Deep-fried devil” retains the source’s 油炸鬼 image; 行知 in the final poetic line is rendered as action and knowledge, without replacing the printed characters.
Part One: Life Is a Testing Period
1. Life Has a Time Limit
Part One: Human Life Is a Period of Testing
(I) Human Life Has a Time Limit
Because the Creator is a merciful true God (Luke 1:78), he often uses visible things to lead people from the known to the unknown, enabling them to understand spiritual principles. To help people understand the principle of “believing in the Lord Jesus to enter the kingdom of heaven,” God arranged beforehand the history of the Israelites leaving Egypt, spending forty years in the wilderness, and then entering Canaan, the promised land. This lets believers in later generations know that the wilderness period of human life in this world is the “period of testing” God has appointed for those who want to enter the kingdom of heaven. Joshua and Caleb, who withstood God’s testing in the wilderness, entered the promised land with honor and glory (Joshua 14:13), while the other ten Israelite spies who failed the test fell dead miserably in the wilderness (Numbers 14:36–37). Just as those who believe that “the sun rises in the east” must face the truth that “the earth revolves around the sun,” people living in life’s wilderness today must also face the fact that human life is a “period of testing” given by the Creator (Deuteronomy 8:2, 6–7).
Life’s period of testing, like the examination period for someone who wants a driver’s license, does not last indefinitely (Psalm 90:10). Since the Lord Jesus clearly stated while on earth that “everyone who lives and believes in me will never die” (John 11:26), all who care about their future should wisely overcome every difficulty and come before the Lord Jesus to receive salvation for their souls before leaving this world. One of the robbers crucified with the Lord had spiritual wisdom; only because of this did he know to believe in the Lord and receive salvation before death (Luke 23:42–43). All who want spiritual wisdom must be like that believing robber and fear the true God (Luke 23:40), so that they can have the wisdom for salvation (Psalm 111:10). Because Paul had a heart that feared God, when he met the risen Lord he was willing to bow down to the ground (Acts 9:4) and follow and serve the Lord as a “slave” (Romans 1:1). Paul’s wisdom enabled him to live a life full of meaning (Philippians 1:21; 2 Timothy 4:7–8).
Those with spiritual wisdom will distinguish true from false claims about God’s will and overcome attacks from the pressures of darkness. Because Caleb and Joshua had wisdom, they knew that entering the promised land was God’s will, and would overcome every difficulty and insist on entering the good land of Canaan (Numbers 14:8–9). Those with the wisdom of fearing God will, like Paul, urge believers to reject an “altered gospel” (Galatians 1:7). Those without the wisdom of fearing God will be like Eve: not only tasting the bitter fruit of going astray on their own way, but also burdening their families (Genesis 2:17; 3:6, 16–17, 23). Thus wise people must know not only that there is a time limit for receiving eternal life, but also that God has requirements for those who want it. If these two points are ignored, even a believer with a doctoral degree or sitting on the papal throne is merely a religious person who “passes by” salvation for the soul without receiving it. Such people not only lack meaning in life; even the wish that their relatives and friends express at their funeral—“rest in the Lord’s embrace”—is merely a meaningless “well-intentioned lie.” May readers all believe and obey God’s clear revelation to humanity: “Everything has an appointed time” (Ecclesiastes 3:1).
Part One: Life Is a Testing Period
2. In the Lord There Is Eternal Life
(II) There Is Eternal Life in the Lord
Through the Bible, God lets believers know that eternal life can be found only in Christ (Romans 6:23). Because Qin Shi Huang was ignorant, he was deceived by Xu Fu. The three thousand young boys and girls sent to the Eastern Sea to seek the elixir of immortality departed and never returned. Sadly, Qin Shi Huang was born at the wrong time. Had he been born more than two hundred years later, he could have had the opportunity to choose eternal life in Christ. What seems strange is that Qin Shi Huang, who had no opportunity to hear the gospel, wanted eternal life, while highly educated people today who have the opportunity to hear the gospel do not want it. I believe that if modern people who do not want eternal life are not less intelligent than Qin Shi Huang, then perhaps their mind’s eyes have been blinded by the god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4). May those whose mind’s eyes are not blind understand and practice the following principles that enable people to receive eternal life:
Know that the Lord is life. The Lord said to Martha, “Life is in me, Εγω ειμι η ζων” (John 11:25). (In fact, the translation “Life is in me” departs from the meaning of the Greek Bible. Its correct translation should be “I am life.” All English Bible versions translate it “I am the life.”) “Life is in me” shows only that Jesus is the author of life, while “I am life” expresses the original biblical meaning that Jesus is the essence of life. Since Jesus, God’s only Son (John 3:16), is the true image of God’s essential being (Hebrews 1:3), both the Lord Jesus and God the Father Jehovah should be the essence of life. The Hebrew for Jehovah is יהוה (Exodus 3:7). This word is formed from the Hebrew words וה and יהו. The former is the past tense of the Hebrew word חוה, while the latter is the future tense of חוה. Since the Hebrew חוה means “live” (Genesis 2:7) or “declare” (Psalm 19:2), the Chinese name 耶和華 (Jehovah) is a transliteration of the Hebrew יהוה, “the God who lives in both the past and the future.” The meaning “live” shows that God is the essence of “life” (1 John 5:12), while the meaning “declare” implies the true meaning that God is the “Word” (John 1:1).
Those who practice the word receive life. “Receiving life” means receiving Jesus’ Spirit dwelling in one’s heart (Ephesians 3:17). The Greek Scripture says, “The body without the ‘spirit’ (πνευματος) is dead” (James 2:26). (It is wrong for the Chinese Bible to translate πνευματος as “soul,” because the Greek for “soul” should be ψυχη; Acts 2:27.) There were once twelve disciples in the Ephesian church who had not yet received the Holy Spirit. Because they were willing to practice the Lord’s word preached to them through Paul, they all received the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:1–6). May readers who have not received the Lord’s Spirit follow the Ephesian believers’ example, so that they can become true Christians worthy of the name.
Be willing to obey God. Since only those who obey God can receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:32), all who are wise should set aside saving face, practice the word, and receive eternal life, because the outcome of those who do not practice the word—suffering eternally in the lake of fire (Revelation 20:10)—will cause even greater loss of face. When I preached in Washington, DC, more than twenty years ago, I led a believer who had served as a church board member for more than thirty years to decide to turn to the Lord. This new “old believer’s” wisdom and courage were truly commendable, for he knew to regard “eternal life” as more important than “saving face.”
Part One: Life Is a Testing Period
3. One Must Be an Overcomer
(III) One Must Be an Overcomer
Since the kingdom of heaven is a perfect place without darkness, pain, or sorrow (Revelation 21:4; 22:5), everyone who wants to enter it must undergo God’s testing in this world and become an overcomer before being accepted by God (Revelation 3:5). Those who understand this should humble themselves and prepare according to God’s revelation, so that they qualify to enter the kingdom of heaven. Those with this resolve will accept the following biblical truths:
Endure to the end. Since Christians must undergo many hardships to enter God’s kingdom (Acts 14:22), all who want to enter it must accept the reminder the Lord gave his disciples: only those who endure to the end will surely be saved (Matthew 24:13). While enduring hardship, believers must understand the following purposes for which God lets them suffer:
1. To let believers know that people live not by food alone, but by God’s word (Deuteronomy 8:3).
2. To give believers the ability to comfort and encourage other pilgrims on the heavenly road who suffer affliction (2 Corinthians 1:4).
3. To let believers share glory with the Lord in the future (Romans 8:17).
If believers overcome the furnace of suffering, they can be chosen by God (Isaiah 48:10). Because Moses had not suffered in Pharaoh’s Egyptian palace, he “did a bad thing with good intentions,” killing someone to save a fellow countryman. As a result, he not only failed to save others but himself had to flee in panic. He fled to the wilderness and endured forty years of refining, finally becoming a servant fit for God’s use (Numbers 12:3).
In suffering, believers should be like Joseph and see God’s good intention (Genesis 50:20). Joseph’s being sold by his brothers into slavery in Egypt was actually a good thing, because Joseph had to go to Egypt before he could later become its prime minister. Since Joseph had God’s Spirit in his heart (Genesis 41:38), he could refrain from complaining and fear God while suffering (Genesis 39:9). Thus the quality of believers’ new birth is the prerequisite for their ability to endure suffering to the end.
Keep one’s name in the book of life. Since God will judge people according to the book of life (Revelation 20:12), it is very important for believers’ names to remain in it (Revelation 3:5). Those who want their names to remain in the book of life must, like Euodia and Syntyche, labor for God’s gospel work (Philippians 4:3). All who are willing to labor for the Lord’s gospel work are those who “receive the status of sons through Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 1:5). Those who choose not to be born again and not to make people the Lord’s disciples will not have their names written in the book of life. Since God is righteous (1 John 1:9), he will “predestine” the “way” for people to receive salvation, but will not predestine whose “names” remain in the book of life.
Proclaim victory through praise. “Praising God” is believers’ secret for overcoming suffering. When Paul and Silas were imprisoned for the gospel in Philippi, their midnight praise to God brought an earthquake and the jailer’s whole household turning to the Lord (Acts 16:25–34). Since people were created for God’s glory (Isaiah 43:7), believers should make praising God their purpose in life (Psalm 119:175). Those willing to do so can become overcomers through the Lord. For such people, suffering is the wrapping around God’s blessings, and also the training ground where people become capable of great things. Each person has their own aspirations. May readers think carefully.
Practical Application
1. Believers should live out the purpose for human life that God has appointed, because humanity was created by God (Genesis 2:7). The Creator’s purpose in creating humanity is to glorify God (Isaiah 43:7). If people fall short of God’s glory, they become sinners in God’s eyes (Romans 3:23).
2. Since everything comes from God (1 Chronicles 29:14), human beings created by God should fear him and carry out his will. The saying “those who obey Heaven live; those who oppose Heaven perish” expresses Chinese people’s experience.
3. Since people’s time in this world is the “period of testing” in which God tests them, believers must regard “entering the kingdom of heaven” as life’s foremost matter. Those who pay no attention to this are ignorant or darkened in heart (Romans 1:21).
4. Since God requires believers to be honest (John 4:23), all Christians should be true to their name, genuinely having Christ’s Spirit dwelling in their hearts (Ephesians 3:17). Those who do not have the Lord’s Spirit dwelling in their hearts should seek to receive the Holy Spirit, because believers who “display a sheep’s head while selling dog meat”—presenting themselves as what they are not—damage Christians’ reputation.
5. Believers should fear God and let God be God. They should not be like Job, ordering God about as though they themselves were very impressive (Job 40:6–9).
6. When believers encounter difficulty, they should not ask God why, but ask what lesson God wants them to learn. Do not be too quick to regard something as bad, because “misfortune is what good fortune rests upon.” Believers should face everything with “praise to God,” because in God’s hands “bad things” often become servants of “good things” (Romans 8:28).
Poetry Appreciation: To the Tune of “Magnolia Blossom” (木蘭花)
Human life is a period of testing;

Rely on the Lord to overcome, without doubt.

First repent, then believe the word;

Carry out God’s will without straying.

Believers must be in Christ,

Receiving the great blessing of eternal life.

They should bear much fruit for the Lord,

Gladly giving glory to God.

Translation note
The source’s garbled 色到人 is rendered Israelites from its clear Exodus context; shortened 主耶 and 那穌 are rendered Lord Jesus and Jesus. All Greek/Hebrew forms, including Εγω ειμι η ζων and the author’s proposed Hebrew word formation, are retained as printed; the linguistic and historical claims are not certified or silently corrected. The original English “I am the life,” numerical examples, six applications and entire poem are retained. An unclosed parenthesis after Genesis2:7 is closed for readability. Relative dates such as “more than twenty years ago” remain relative to the source author’s writing.
Part Two: Whatever You Sow, That You Will Reap
1. There Are Spiritual Laws
Part Two: Whatever One Sows, One Will Surely Reap
(I) There Are Spiritual Laws
In the world God created, two kinds of laws established by God exist: natural laws and spiritual laws. The “three laws of motion” discovered by the great scientist Newton are natural laws, while the biblical revelation that “those who sow according to the Holy Spirit will surely reap eternal life” (Galatians 6:8) is a spiritual law. “Laws” refers to what Scripture calls “statutes” (Isaiah 10:1). The Hebrew for “statutes” (חקק) is translated “engrave” in another passage (Isaiah 49:16). Thus God’s statutes are the unchangeable “word of God” engraved on stone tablets (Psalm 119:16). Since God never changes (Psalm 102:27), and his word also does not change (Psalm 89:34), believers can confidently trust God’s word and act according to his laws.
There is a law of cause and effect. Among God’s spiritual laws, believers must pay particular attention to the “law of cause and effect.” Scripture says, “The wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). That is to say, those who sin will surely die. “Sinning” means breaking God’s law. Adam and Eve broke the law God had established: they were not to eat the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Unable to withstand the devil’s temptation, they personally put the law to the test and ate the forbidden fruit, receiving the sentence of “death.” Adam and Eve’s expulsion from the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:23) was their first stage of “death” (God’s Spirit left them). Hundreds of years later, Adam and Eve’s souls finally left their bodies (Genesis 5:5); this was their “bodily death.” According to biblical revelation, when the Lord returns to judge the world, Adam and Eve will be thrown into the lake of fire because their names are not written in the book of life. This is their second stage of death (Revelation 20:13–14). Earlier failures are warnings and teachers for later generations. May all today who have not repented and believed in the Lord promptly turn back, lest they follow in Adam and Eve’s footsteps.
Know the law of cleansing sin. “Sin causes people to die” is an unchanging law. God also established another unchanging law: “Christ’s blood can wash away sin” (Revelation 1:5). King David’s conscience was troubled (Psalm 51:4) because he had committed adultery and murder (the source prints 撤上12：9). When he was willing to seek God’s mercy (Psalm 51:1) and confess his sins to God (Psalm 32:5), God removed his sin (2 Samuel 12:13). David’s receiving God’s redemption depended entirely on Christ’s precious blood (1 Peter 1:18–19). Although King David was born a thousand years before Christ Jesus, because Christ is not limited by time (2 Peter 3:8), the blood Jesus Christ shed on the cross also cleansed David’s sins.
Do what ought to be done. Those who want their sins forgiven by the Lord must do the following two things:
1. Confess sins to Jesus Christ, who rose from the dead (Acts 2:36–38).
2. Confess to the Lord the grave sins he sees (Psalm 32:5). These three sins in the Chinese Bible translation are “transgression” (過), “sin” (罪), and “sin” (罪, deceit) (the source prints 謝32:1–2). According to the original Hebrew meaning, these three “sins” should respectively be “rebellion against God,” “missing life’s purpose,” and “knowingly committing an offense.” Those who have not confessed these three sins are “cutting corners” in confession.
Part Two: Whatever You Sow, That You Will Reap
2. God’s Intent Is Good
(II) God’s Intention Is Good
God has a good divine nature. Our God has a beautiful divine nature. He is loving, so he will not be angry with those who have confessed their sins (Jeremiah 3:12). He is also righteous, so he will deal firmly with evildoers (Psalm 129:4). God is true, and therefore he is the source of truth (John 1:17). Since God cannot deny himself (2 Timothy 2:13), all the laws he establishes must be good laws in accordance with his will. Joseph was a man who feared God (Genesis 39:9). God’s invisible hand brought him to Egypt as a slave. Later God made him prime minister of Egypt (Genesis 41:40). In Joseph, we see the spiritual law that “those who fear God will surely receive great grace” (Psalm 31:19). God once submerged the Egyptian troops in the sea, saving the Israelites from being pursued and killed by them. In this event we also see another spiritual law: “the way of the wicked will surely perish” (Psalm 1:6). May readers all see that whatever happens to those who fear God will be a good thing, because the God who cares for us is a true God with a good nature.
God chooses good people. When God chooses servants in this world, he looks at people’s hearts, not their outward appearance. When choosing Israel’s king, God chose David, who carried out God’s will in everything (Acts 13:22), rather than the tall Eliab (1 Samuel 16:6–7). Those who do not fear God find it very difficult to walk with him. Israel’s King Saul was rejected by God because he repeatedly “obeyed outwardly but disobeyed inwardly” (the source prints 換上15:23). Because his heart was not good, God’s Spirit left him.
Good-hearted people will obey God, can be chosen by him, and always have God-given joy in their hearts. Only because Mary was pure and good-hearted was she willing to let God’s will that she “conceive by the Holy Spirit while unmarried” be fulfilled in her (Luke 1:38). Walking in God’s will, Mary received joy from the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:47). Good-hearted people also turn away from evil because they fear God (Proverbs 3:7). Because Jacob’s son Joseph was good-hearted, he not only disdained joining his brothers in evil, but also reported their evil conduct to their father Jacob (Genesis 37:2). Joseph’s good behavior won his father’s affection, but also provoked his brothers’ hatred (Genesis 37:4). This is why his brothers later sold Joseph to Egypt and why God chose Joseph as a messenger, making him prime minister there so that he could care for Jacob’s whole household when they fled famine to Egypt. In Joseph, we see that people with good consciences will not join bad people in evil. Although good people may sometimes be plotted against by bad people, in the end they will still receive prosperity given by God (Daniel 6:24, 28).
Have the Lord’s heart as your heart. Believers must have the heart of Christ Jesus as their own (Philippians 2:5), consistent within and without, before the world can recognize them as true “Christians” (Acts 11:26). “Having the Lord’s heart as your heart” means “doing what Christ wants to do in his heart.” Timothy was such a believer. While others were seeking their own interests, only Timothy welcomed God’s servant Paul with love and worked with him wholeheartedly to advance the gospel (Philippians 2:21–22). May believers follow the example of the early church’s believers: be of one heart and mind, praise God, and enjoy the people’s favor, so that many may sincerely turn to the Lord (Acts 2:46–47).
Part Two: Whatever You Sow, That You Will Reap
3. Sow According to the Holy Spirit
(III) Sow in Accordance with the Holy Spirit
Receive life through the Holy Spirit. Because the body without the “spirit” (πνευματος) is dead (James 2:26), in the Lord Jesus’ eyes, those who buried the dead without having been born again and saved were “dead people” (Luke 9:60). Since people need the Holy Spirit’s prompting before they can say that Jesus is Lord (1 Corinthians 12:3), all who want eternal life must not offend the Holy Spirit (Matthew 12:32). Because the “seed” that bears the fruit of “new birth” is the “living and enduring word” (1 Peter 1:23), all who want to be born again must accept God’s “constant Word.” Laozi, born more than six hundred years before Jesus, described this “constant Way” as “unspeakable” (Laozi, Dao De Jing, Chapter One). That is to say, people at that time, including Laozi, did not yet know the biblical truth that the “constant Word” is “Christ, the Word become flesh” (John 1:1, 14). Those fortunate enough to know this truth, if willing to follow the Holy Spirit’s leading and invite the “constant Word” to dwell in their hearts (Ephesians 3:17), can reap eternal life from the Holy Spirit (Galatians 6:8).
Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Among the believers waiting in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit to descend, three thousand were willing to follow the Spirit’s leading, and consequently received the Holy Spirit as God’s gift (Acts 2:37–38). (The Chinese Bible mistranslates the Greek noun δωρεαν, “gift,” as the adjective “given,” leaving Chinese Bible readers unaware of the principle that “God gives the Holy Spirit as a gift.”) The three thousand believers born again at Pentecost first had their hearts pierced by “the Holy Spirit’s prompting,” then had “the Holy Spirit’s leading” to be willing to repent and be baptized, and only finally received the “gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:37–38). Thus those without the gift of the Holy Spirit in their hearts who conclude that they have been born again and saved because they once experienced the Spirit’s prompting are deceiving themselves and others. People with this view will regard King Saul, whom God’s Spirit abandoned (1 Samuel 16:14), and the rich young man who had not received the Holy Spirit (Mark 10:22), as saved people. This does not accord with biblical revelation (Romans 8:9).
Establish a new covenant with God. Before the creation of the world, God predetermined an eternal plan (Ephesians 1:4–10). According to this plan, when the time was fulfilled he would send his only Son Jesus Christ into the world (Galatians 4:4) to establish a new covenant with God’s true Israel (Galatians 6:16; Hebrews 8:8). The new covenant differs from the old. In the old covenant, God wrote the law on stone tablets (Exodus 34:1); in the new covenant, God writes the law on believers’ hearts (Hebrews 8:10). In fact, God’s law is God’s word (Exodus 20:1–17), which is spirit and life (John 6:63). That is to say, believers in the new-covenant era are people with God’s word, God’s Spirit, and new life in their hearts. Therefore, the Holy Spirit in believers’ hearts is the “seal” God places in the hearts of those who have established the new covenant with him (2 Corinthians 1:22). This “seal” is the evidence God gives to all who belong to Christ (Romans 8:9; 2 Corinthians 5:5). Those who want this evidence must obey God (Acts 5:32). Those willing to obey God will, because of Jesus’ resurrection, be willing to believe that he is the Christ, sincerely repent and be baptized into Christ (Galatians 3:27), and live out that meaningful new life.
May believers all understand the principle of establishing a new covenant with God. Do not continue living in the old era, but value becoming a new creation, so that you can become the “true Israel” that can receive eternal life (Galatians 6:15–16).
Practical Application
1. Since sin entered the world through Adam (Romans 5:12), believers must repent sincerely so that their sins can receive God’s forgiveness. Believers must also have the Holy Spirit dwelling in their hearts, because the Holy Spirit is the seal that a person is in Christ (2 Corinthians 1:21–22).
2. Those willing to confess their sins sincerely to God must follow King David’s example of confession. He declared to God his sin of הטאה (missing life’s purpose) (Judges 20:16), did not conceal his iniquity of עון (the punishment of conscience’s rebuke), and acknowledged his transgression of פשע (rebellion against God). “As a result, God lifted up the guilt pressing upon King David’s heart, which arose from missing life’s goal.” (This phrase is my direct translation of the original meaning of the Hebrew Bible. The Chinese “forgive” translates the original נשא, which means “lift up.” “Iniquity” translates the original הטאת  עון, whose meaning is “the rebuke of conscience arising from missing life’s purpose.”)
3. Since those who fear God can receive great grace from him, believers should choose to fear God (Psalm 31:19). In fact, “revering God” and “being arrogant” are separated by no more than “a single thought.”
4. God has not promised believers a life that “goes smoothly.” The Chinese Bible translators’ rendering of the Hebrew יצליה as “everything goes smoothly” (Psalm 1:3) is a mistranslation, because that Hebrew word צחל means “prosper” (Daniel 6:28). Although the Lord Jesus’ life on earth did not go smoothly (Matthew 2:13; Mark 6:3–4; Luke 22:63–65), he nevertheless prospered (Philippians 2:9–11). From the human perspective, people dislike things not going smoothly; from God’s perspective, God wants believers to experience things not going smoothly, because this is the necessary road to entering God’s kingdom (Acts 14:23; Matthew 7:14). Those who truly believe in the Lord should unconditionally accept the truth of the original-language Bible, because the Lord is the Word and the truth (John 1:14; 14:6).
Poetry Appreciation: To the Tune of “The Diviner” (卜算子)
Whatever a person sows,

That is what the person will reap.

Those willing to act according to the Holy Spirit

Will surely have a good outcome.

If you want salvation,

You must fear God.

Those willing to be Christ’s good soldiers

Will certainly always overcome.

Translation note
The author’s causal/theological and historical claims, as well as all Hebrew/Greek spellings, are retained. Malformed source references 撤上12：9, 謝32:1–2, 換上15:23 and the printed Acts14:23 are not silently repaired. The Hebrew forms הטאה, הטאת, יצליה, and צחל are reproduced exactly as supplied. The source’s incomplete phrase 已和神立新者 is read in its explicit new-covenant context; an unclosed explanatory parenthesis is closed. “Constant Word/Way” expresses the source’s discussion of 常道 across its Christian and Laozi contexts, without certifying that interpretation. All four applications and the poem are included.
Part Three: One Must Make Wise Choices
1. Choose What Has Meaning
Part Three: Make Wise Choices
(I) Choose What Is Meaningful
Be able to glorify God and benefit others. Since all self-centered people live unhappily (Mark 10:22) and feel that life is meaningless (Ecclesiastes 2:11), all who are wise will choose to live meaningful lives. A “meaningful life” is a life that glorifies God and benefits others. Because King David already had the Holy Spirit in his heart when he was young (1 Samuel 16:13), he could wisely choose a path in life that glorified God and benefited others. At that time, Israel’s army was faring badly in its war against the Philistines. Disregarding his eldest brother’s opposition (1 Samuel 17:28) and the unsuitability of the armor and weapons (1 Samuel 17:39), David resolutely entered battle to kill the enemy for God’s reputation and the Israelites’ safety (1 Samuel 17:47, 53). With only one small stone, he struck the giant Goliath to the ground (1 Samuel 17:49) and became a great hero in the Israelites’ hearts (the source prints 撤上18:7). Thus only those willing to glorify God and benefit others are believers who can live meaningful lives. Only because such people know the biblical teachings that “everyone must die once” (Hebrews 9:27) and “those who live and believe in the Lord will never die” (John 11:26) do they choose “meaningful eternal life” rather than “brief pleasure in sin.”
It is the best choice. That a life is meaningful is a conclusion reached only after comparing two different kinds of life. This comparison is not an “academic discussion,” but an “experiential trial.” Paul used to feel proud that he had been taught under Gamaliel (Acts 22:3), but only after experiencing being caught up to the third heaven (2 Corinthians 12:2) did he know that, compared with circumstances on earth, life in heaven was truly “incomparably better” (Philippians 1:23). Precisely because people must compare in order to know good from bad, God wants people to taste the Lord’s grace before deciding to take refuge in him (Psalm 34:8). The problem with God’s salvation today is not that too few people want it, but that too few have the “experiential knowledge to recognize its worth.” Such knowledge comes from experiencing the Lord’s grace. Only because Peter tasted the Lord’s grace of “one net catching two boats full of fish” (Luke 5:7) did he choose to continue following the Lord when everyone else left him (John 6:66–68).
Be willing to pay the price. As the saying goes, “You get what you pay for.” Those who want good things must pay a high price. According to biblical revelation, “the price of redeeming life is extremely high” (Psalm 49:9), but the Lord Jesus Christ has already “died on the cross” (Philippians 2:8), bearing the sins of many (Isaiah 53:12). From then on, believers can be “justified freely” through the Lord’s redemption (Romans 3:24).
“Being justified freely” means that people are declared righteous by God through “faith” (Romans 5:1). Because the “faith” that enables people to be justified by God is faith willing to “obey the true word” (Romans 1:5), those with this faith will pay a price for believing and obeying the true word. Peter, Paul, and the other apostles were imprisoned and humiliated because they believed in the Lord (Acts 5:41; 16:25). Only the disciple Judas, unwilling to pay the price for “believing and obeying the true word,” took the dead-end road of betrayal and hanging himself because he clung to life and feared death (Matthew 27:4–5).
Part Three: One Must Make Wise Choices
2. It Has Eternal Value
(II) Have Eternal Value
Be able to endure forever. There are two kinds of “value”: “temporary” and “eternal.” The pleasure in sin that Moses gave up in Egypt was merely temporary (Hebrews 11:25), while the reward he received in heaven could endure forever (Hebrews 11:26). Precisely because of this difference in value, many people with spiritual insight today choose to walk the narrow road of believing in the Lord that leads to eternal life (Matthew 7:14). I once had a fellow student at Trinity Divinity School in the United States. He came from Nepal and had obtained in India a degree that qualified him to become a lawyer. Because he believed in the Lord and dedicated himself to preaching, his Buddhist father, in a rage, struck him unconscious and ordered the household servants to throw him outside the front gate. After regaining consciousness, this fellow student continued on the path of preaching, because walking this path of serving the living God is most meaningful and valuable. Those able to make this choice should all be people already built up in the Lord’s word (Acts 20:32). Timothy was such a person. Because he understood Scripture and had wisdom for salvation (2 Timothy 3:15) and sincere faith (2 Timothy 1:5), he advanced the gospel and honored God’s true servant Paul (Philippians 2:22). May all believers participating in the gospel’s holy work have Timothy’s spiritual qualities, lest they “imitate clumsily, like Dong Shi copying a beauty’s frown,” and become “modern Hymenaeuses” who destroy people’s faith (2 Timothy 2:18).
Be God’s sons. “God’s sons” means those who belong to God. In Noah’s time, “God’s sons” referred to Seth’s descendants who belonged to God (Genesis 6:2; 4:26). Those who truly belong to God all have genuine faith. By faith, Noah built the ark according to the Holy Spirit’s leading, and consequently his whole household received salvation (Hebrews 11:7). It was only through faith that Philip, too, obeyed the Holy Spirit’s leading and led the Ethiopian eunuch to believe in the Lord. By faith he went south into the wilderness, approached the eunuch’s chariot, and baptized the eunuch who was willing to turn to the Lord (Acts 8:26, 29, 38). In Philip, we can see that only those who have God’s Spirit in their hearts (Galatians 4:6) and obey God’s Spirit truly have the life of “God’s sons” (Romans 8:14).
Carry out the Lord’s instructions. Believers must carry out the Lord’s instructions before they can receive eternal life. The rich young man who came before the Lord seeking eternal life lost his opportunity to receive it because he “knew but did not act” (Mark 10:22). The young man’s error is also the common failing of those today who attend church gatherings over a long period but have not been born again. Since the church is the Lord’s body (Ephesians 1:23), and the Lord came into the world to give people abundant life (John 10:10), those who come to church but have not been born again are people who frequently come to see the Lord Jesus but do not want the new life he gives. They are as illogical as someone who frequently visits a “consulate” to see the consul but does not want a “visa.” All who come to church to see the Lord should first seek God’s kingdom and righteousness, because God will add everything else to them (Matthew 6:33). Since carrying out the Lord’s instructions is the condition for receiving the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:32), and the Holy Spirit is the prerequisite for a person’s salvation (1 Corinthians 12:3), all who want a life of eternal value must practice the truth God reveals in the original-language Bible. Only those willing to do this will avoid following in the footsteps of the heretics in the Galatian church (Galatians 1:6–7).
Part Three: One Must Make Wise Choices
3. Act on God’s Revelation
(III) Practice God’s Revelation
Believe biblical truth. Since Scripture is inspired by God (2 Timothy 3:16), practicing God’s revelation means believing and obeying biblical truth. The Bible has two parts, the “Old Testament” and the “New Testament.” For the former, more than two hundred years before Christ, seventy Jewish biblical scholars and rabbis in Egypt translated the Old Testament Scriptures then accepted by Jewish synagogues into the Greek Bible called the “Septuagint.” Later, the Old Testament Scriptures used to translate the “Septuagint” were accepted by believers as the Old Testament canon. Since the Lord Jesus quoted this Old Testament canon when he was on earth (Luke 24:44–45), this Old Testament recognized by the Lord is trustworthy. As for the New Testament canon, under the Holy Spirit’s leading, church leaders in the Roman Empire accepted as the New Testament canon the twenty-seven New Testament books then generally accepted by the church, at the eighth ecumenical council convened in Carthage in AD 397. Seen in this light, believers today accepting the “biblical canon” accepted by those church leaders accords with God’s will (Romans 13:1), because heeding the message preached by God’s messengers is equivalent to heeding God (Romans 1:1).
Have times of refreshing. Those willing to carry out God’s will should obey the instruction the Lord gave God’s people: “Repent and believe the gospel” (Mark 1:15). For those willing to act, times of refreshing will surely come from the Lord’s presence (Acts 3:19). The people of Nineveh heard the word God told the prophet Jonah to preach, confessed their sins, and turned to God. As a result, they avoided the disaster in which God said he would overthrow Nineveh, and received peace (Jonah 3:4–10). Adam and Eve, having secretly eaten the forbidden fruit in the Garden of Eden, dared not see Jehovah God. Later God came to find them, wanting to give them an opportunity to repent and begin anew. Sadly, Adam shifted responsibility to Eve, and Eve shifted it to the devil. Because they were unwilling to repent, Adam and Eve received only the wages of sin: a life spent in the process of dying, without meaning and with only suffering (the source prints 劍3:6,12–13,16–19,；5:5). In these two examples, we see God’s fairness. God is not concerned with people’s past, but with whether today they are willing to repent, turn toward what is right, and be after his heart (Ezekiel 18:21–25; Acts 13:22).
Practice the Bible’s original meaning. “The Bible’s original meaning” is the “will of Heaven” that God reveals to humanity. Chinese people believe in the “will of Heaven,” hence the saying, “Heaven’s will is hard to oppose.” Since people have a history of “holding the emperor hostage to command the feudal lords,” believers should not readily believe that any particular person truly holds Heaven’s will in their hands. They should find the true meaning of God’s revelation in the original-language Bible. I have heard people say that all Christians are God’s priests. But according to the Greek Bible’s revelation, Christians actually have “priestly duties” (ιερατευμα), without “priestly status” (ιερεις) (1 Peter 2:9). The Chinese Bible translators’ rendering of the Greek ιερστευμα as “priests” is a mistranslation. I believe that Christians who have been born again will certainly fulfill New Testament believers’ “priestly duties,” offering God sacrifices of praise, doing good, and sharing resources (Hebrews 13:15–16). They will not establish for themselves a priestly position that God has not given to the New Testament church (Ephesians 4:11). If people insist on changing the Bible’s original meaning, then the prophecy that God will bring calamity will surely be fulfilled upon them (Revelation 22:18–19).
Practical Application
1. People’s years in this world are in fact the period of testing that God gives to see who qualifies to enter the kingdom of heaven. Because Simeon in Jerusalem had received the Holy Spirit, he passed the test and could die in peace (Luke 2:25–30). As for the disciple Judas, because he did not love the Lord, he failed the test and consequently died in remorse (Matthew 26:15–16; 27:5). This shows that excessive concern for one’s lifespan is useless. If a short-lived person can pass the test and receive eternal life, that person is more blessed than someone who lives long but fails the test and “wastes time” in this world. Those with this insight will come before the Lord to seek eternal life and transformation of life, without needing to seek longevity and improved living conditions, because they can receive these things simply by loving God (Psalm 91:14, 16) and first seeking God’s kingdom and righteousness (Matthew 6:33).
2. Because Christ has paid the price of sin for believers, they can be “justified freely” by God (Romans 3:24). This does not mean that believers can avoid fulfilling their responsibility and paying a price in the matter of salvation. By faith, Noah prepared an ark so that his whole household was saved (Hebrews 11:7). Building the ark required Noah to fulfill his responsibility and pay a price (Genesis 6:9). The prophet Daniel also paid the price of being thrown into the lions’ den for his faith in God (Daniel 6:10, 22). Believers who understand this should prepare their minds to pay a price for believing God, because all who want eternal life must pay the price of walking the narrow road to eternal life (Matthew 7:14).
3. The original-language Bible is like an accurate map in a pilgrim’s hands. A map’s information must be reliable before it can guide travelers to their destination. The pilgrim’s destination is the heavenly homeland (Hebrews 11:16). The Chinese Bible translation, this “spiritual map,” has a history of more than a hundred years, and some of its verses differ in translation from the revelation of the original-language Bible. May readers have hearts that seek truth and accept the light of the original-language Bible, so that they walk in the way of truth and safely reach their heavenly homeland.
Poetry Appreciation: To the Tune of “Immortal by the River” (臨江仙)
Human life is a period of testing;

One must carry out God’s will.

Although one is justified freely,

One must still fulfill one’s responsibility; only then can one receive blessing.

If you overcome through the Lord

And always remain in Christ,

Only then can you enter heaven’s good land.

You must taste the Lord’s grace before knowing its incomparable goodness.

Translation note
All source anecdotes, historical/canon claims, moral judgments, numbers, and references remain the author’s, including the printed “eighth ecumenical council” at Carthage in AD397 and the three-thousand/other figures in earlier sections. Source references 撤上18:7 and 劍3:6,12–13,16–19,；5:5 are retained explicitly. The source’s two different Greek forms ιερατευμα and ιερστευμα and its ιερεις spelling are preserved without normalization. The idioms about Dong Shi and holding the emperor retain their images with contextual English explanations. All three applications and the full poem are included.
Part Four: We Must Carry Out the Lord’s Great Commission
1. Make People Disciples
Part Four: Carry Out the Lord’s Great Commission
(I) Make People Disciples
Be the Lord’s apprentice. Since the Lord wants people to be his disciples (Matthew 28:19), and the original Greek meaning of “disciple” (μαθητης) is “student” (Matthew 10:24), “being the Lord’s disciple” means becoming his “student” or “apprentice.” A “student” places relatively more emphasis on learning knowledge from books, while an apprentice places relatively more emphasis on receiving the master’s authentic teaching. In fact, both “knowledge of the Lord’s word” and “Christ’s authentic teaching” are important for the Lord’s disciples. Without the former, students will depart from Scripture and betray the way. Without the latter, apprentices will become a disgrace. The heretics who preached “another gospel” in Galatia (Galatians 1:7) were “bad students” who ought to have been expelled by the Lord. Judas, who had been the Lord’s disciple (Matthew 26:14–16), was an “evil apprentice” already cast out of the master’s school (John 17:12). All who are disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ should be like Paul: willing to fall at the master’s feet (Acts 9:4), receive the master’s authentic teaching (Ephesians 3:2–3), and possess the master’s power (Acts 16:25–26). Paul’s life, wisdom, and results are not only an example for today’s believers to follow; they should also be the goal that everyone obeying the Lord’s Great Commission pursues. Believers who do not follow this example will become religious people, while churches that do not set this goal will sink into being “hometown associations.”
It is the Lord’s command. “Make all peoples the Lord’s disciples” was the command the Lord gave his disciples (Matthew 28:19). Since the Greek word for “make disciples,” μαθητευσατες, is an “imperative” verb, a more accurate literal translation of “make all peoples my disciples” is: “You must make (the people of) the nations disciples.” Because the Chinese Bible translators did not convey that “make disciples” is the main verb of the sentence and also a command, today’s Bible readers do not know that “making the people of the nations the Lord’s disciples” is the Lord’s command. Nor do they know that the Greek participle “go” indicates the “time” when disciples carry out the Great Commission, rather than the “goal” of carrying it out. May readers, after understanding the meaning of the original-language Bible, regard making people the Lord’s disciples as the Lord’s command to themselves, and lead people to the Lord wherever and whenever they are. Those who turn “carrying out the Great Commission” into “arranging in advance to go somewhere for religious activities” are people who do not obey the Lord’s word (Luke 6:46).
Have the Holy Spirit in one’s heart. Believers must have the Holy Spirit in their hearts before they can carry out the Lord’s commission (Acts 1:8). Because Paul had the Holy Spirit in his heart (Acts 9:17), he could put aside his own plans, carry out the Lord’s instructions, and bring the gospel into the continent of Europe (Acts 16:7–10). Mary, too, because she had the Holy Spirit in her heart (Luke 1:35), was willing to acknowledge that she was the Lord’s “maidservant” (the original meaning of δολη, the Greek for “maidservant,” is “female slave”). She could gladly carry out God’s word, and as a result all generations called her blessed (Luke 1:48). Paul’s and Mary’s testimonies show us that only when people have the Holy Spirit in their hearts will they gladly carry out the Lord’s instructions and become people whom all generations call blessed. Those who can live this kind of meaningful life are the most blessed.
Part Four: We Must Carry Out the Lord’s Great Commission
2. Receive the Lord’s Presence
(II) Receive the Lord’s Presence
Have the Lord working with you. Since true Christians belong to Christ (Romans 8:9), everything they do should be “the things of Christ” (Philippians 2:21). Those willing to attend selflessly to Christ’s affairs will certainly have the Lord working with them (Mark 16:20). Such servants of God will experience the Lord’s care, blessing, and protection. In the early nineteenth century there was a Scottish missionary named Livingstone. He originally wanted to preach in China, but the Opium War barred the way, so he obeyed the Holy Spirit’s prompting and turned toward Africa. Because of his obedience to the Lord, God not only greatly blessed Livingstone’s missionary work in Africa but also made his name known throughout the world. Today his name even appears in the “Far East English–Chinese Five-Use Dictionary.” During his missionary work in Africa, Livingstone experienced God’s care and protection. Once, while traveling at night in the wilderness, he was attacked by a lion. At that critical moment, for some unknown reason both he and the lion suddenly tumbled into a ditch, and the startled lion hurriedly fled. Not long afterward, Livingstone received a letter from the pastor of his home church. Only after reading it did he understand why the lion had fled in alarm on the night of the incident. It turned out that on that same day, God had moved the elderly pastor far away in his hometown to get up in the middle of the night, for no apparent reason, and pray for Livingstone. This incident shows us that the Lord’s disciples who walk in God’s will are the safest.
Bring glory to God. Since God is the Creator (Genesis 1:1), all created beings must give glory to him (Isaiah 43:7; Psalm 19:1). Because Paul understood this, he gave God glory for his own achievements (1 Corinthians 15:10). Believers should return glory to God, because his glory is above the heavens (Psalm 113:4), more glorious and beautiful than the fireworks people set off. If people cannot help voicing admiration for fireworks, then those who see God’s glory should praise it all the more (Acts 3:6–9). Everyone in the world should know that this world was originally in chaos, and it was God who brought light into the world (Genesis 1:2–4). Thus Scripture’s statement that “glory and power belong to him” (1 Peter 4:11) accords with truth. May believers all let God be God and give him all glory. Those who want to be equal to God will fall into the realm of the dead (Isaiah 14:14–15).
Preach the Lord’s true word. The “true word” that comes from God is the “news of great joy” (ευαγγελιζομαι) that the angel proclaimed to the shepherds (the source gives the bare reference 2:10). The Greek for “proclaim news of great joy” has the same root as “gospel” (ευαγγελιω) in the Lord’s statement about believing the gospel. In fact, the Greek translated “good news” consists of ευ and αγγελιω. Since the former means “good” and the latter means “news,” together they mean “good news.” The Chinese Bible translators’ rendering of this Greek word as 福音, “gospel” (Mark 1:15), is not the best choice, because the Chinese cultural meaning of 福, “blessing” (the five blessings), is not what “good news” contains (Luke 2:11). This “good news” means that God has already sent the “Anointed One” (that is, Christ) into the world. All who are willing to accept this “Savior,” Jesus, as the “Lord” of their lives can receive salvation (Luke 2:11). Because the angel proclaimed this “good news,” all the shepherds who heard it could not help praising God and going everywhere to proclaim this “good news” that can save people (Luke 2:17, 20).
Part Four: We Must Carry Out the Lord’s Great Commission
3. Have the Stature of Christ
(III) Have the Stature of Christ
Have suffered much. When Christ was born as Jesus, he spent thirty-three years on earth suffering much (Isaiah 53:3). From childhood he fled to Egypt to escape King Herod’s pursuit to kill him (Matthew 2:13). After growing up, he still had to face the devil’s temptations in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1) and live with “nowhere to lay his head” (Luke 9:58). Jesus’ victory amid suffering won God the Father’s approval and thus made him worthy to be believers’ Savior (Philippians 2:8–11). Mencius also understood this principle. He said: “When Heaven is about to place a great responsibility upon this person, it must first afflict his heart and resolve, weary his muscles and bones, starve his body, leave him destitute, and frustrate and disrupt what he does. In this way it stirs his heart and toughens his nature, developing abilities he previously lacked” (Mencius, “Exhausting the Heart,” Part One [盡心上], as attributed in the source). Because the Lord’s faithful servant, Pastor Zhao Junying (趙君影), understood this, when he was so poor that he could not afford a train ticket to go out and preach, he was willing to follow God’s instruction and pawn his wedding ring to resolve the urgent difficulty. From that time onward, God greatly used Pastor Zhao Junying (趙君影), making him the founder of 國際學生團契 (international students’ fellowship), 新加坡神學院 (Singapore theological college), 香港培靈學院 (Hong Kong spiritual-nurture college), 美國中華歸主協會 (Chinese association for turning to the Lord in the United States), and 中華歸主神學院 (Chinese theological college for turning to the Lord). God does not show favoritism. All who have Christ’s stature in suffering and can pass through the test of suffering (Isaiah 48:10) will certainly, like Pastor Zhao then, be greatly used by the heavenly Father (Isaiah 53:10).
Receive the Holy Spirit’s anointing. Christ Jesus differed from John the Baptist. John gave people “water baptism,” while Jesus gave them “Spirit baptism” (Matthew 3:11). Apart from Jesus (Matthew 3:14–17), none who received John’s baptism had received the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:2–3), while all who were baptized in the name of Christ Jesus received “the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38; 19:5–6). In John the Baptist’s time, believers had not received the Holy Spirit because the Lord had not risen from the dead, so God had not yet given the Holy Spirit (John 7:39; 16:7). Since the Greek meaning of “Christ” (Χριστος) is “Anointed One,” and the Hebrew for “Anointed One,” צשיח, is transliterated “Messiah” (John 4:25) and translated “Anointed One” (Daniel 9:25), Jesus “Christ” is the “Messiah” whose coming Old Testament believers awaited (John 1:41). Since Jesus rose from the dead, because he is “the one anointed by the Holy Spirit,” all who have “Christ” dwelling in their hearts (Ephesians 3:17) can belong to Christ (Romans 8:9) and lead many people to the Lord (Acts 12:24).
Be willing to trust God the Father. Jesus Christ trusted God the Father completely. He knew that, according to God’s will, he would be crucified to bear the sins of many (Isaiah 53:12). He wanted God to remove this commission that was like drinking a “bitter cup,” yet still gladly allowed God to accomplish it according to God’s will (Luke 22:42). Only because the Lord was willing to “believe and obey God the Father” was he worthy to be exalted by the Father to the highest place (Philippians 2:8–9) and worthy to receive all authority in heaven and on earth (Matthew 28:18). Today many believers believe the Lord’s words without acting on them (Luke 6:46). They have not believed and obeyed the true word (Romans 1:5) and still belong among those who have not received eternal life (Mark 10:21–22). Such people must be like Paul before he turned to the Lord: they must first repent, submit to the Lord, and receive the Holy Spirit before there can be any discussion of how to “obey the Lord’s Great Commission.” Those who do not act according to the true word will be like Judas: after a lifetime of toil, their final result will be “drawing water with a bamboo basket—nothing to show for it” (Matthew 27:5).
Practical Application
1. All “disciples” are “believers,” but this does not mean that all believers will be the Lord’s disciples (1 Corinthians 15:34). “Believers” refers to religious people who believe in their hearts but have not yet received the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:2). Such people must sincerely confess their sins and be baptized in the Lord’s name (Acts 2:38); only then can they enter God’s kingdom through being born again of water and the Holy Spirit (John 3:5). Scripture says, “God wants everyone to repent” (2 Peter 3:9), but does not say, “God wants everyone to enter God’s kingdom.” It does say, “Those who strive obtain it” (Matthew 11:12). This shows that God will not let unrepentant evildoers enter his kingdom (Matthew 7:23). All who understand this should strive to fulfill the conditions for entering God’s kingdom (John 3:5), rather than speaking at length about “spiritual growth” before they have been born again. May those not yet born again soon be born again and saved, so that God’s church can truly become God’s household (1 Timothy 3:15), rather than a “hometown association.”
2. Believers all want the Lord’s presence, because his presence enables people to win every battle. Because David had God’s presence, he could kill the giant Goliath with just one stone (1 Samuel 17:49). Believers must know the conditions for the Lord to be with them before they can be overcomers. According to biblical revelation, believers must carry out the Lord’s Great Commission before they can receive his presence. When Paul and Silas preached the gospel in Philippi, the forces of darkness imprisoned them. The Lord immediately sent an angel to rescue them, opening the prison doors through an earthquake so that Paul and Silas were released and had an opportunity to lead the jailer’s entire household to the Lord (Acts 16:25–34). After the jailer’s entire household turned to the Lord, they had great joy (the source gives the bare reference 16:34). This was clear evidence that they truly believed in the Lord, because joy comes from the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17). May believers who come before the Lord seek not only what they themselves want, but what God wants to give. There is nothing blameworthy in believers wanting “things to eat, drink, and wear” (Matthew 6:31). But if people want only these things, without seeking to enter God’s kingdom and seeking God’s righteousness, there is a problem with their life. This shows that such people are not yet in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17). All who are in Christ can receive not only eternal life but also what they need (Romans 6:23).
Poetry Appreciation: To the Tune of “The Beautiful Lady Yu” (虞美人)
If you wish to dwell in heaven with the Lord,

You must clear your account of sins.

Keep yourself always in the Lord’s love;

Only then is there spiritual vitality for receiving new life.

A believer willing to kneel before the Lord

Is a true servant of God.

If there is true love for God,

One will pray all night until daybreak.

Translation note
All nine explanatory paragraphs, both applications, and every line of the poem are translated. The source’s doctrinal, grammatical, historical, and biographical claims are preserved as its claims, including the Livingstone anecdote, the statements about baptism and salvation, the thirty-three years, and the attribution of the Mencius quotation to 盡心上. Greek μαθητευσατες and δολη and Hebrew צשיח are reproduced exactly as printed; no spelling normalization is implied. The bare references 2:10 and 16:34 remain explicit. The apparent source slips 個徒 and 他守 are read as believers and protection respectively from the immediate context; 隨處隨 is rendered wherever and whenever, following its evidently incomplete paired expression. The Chinese institution names after 趙君影 are retained with descriptive English glosses, not asserted official English names. 福 and 福音 remain visible where the author discusses their Chinese meanings. Zhao Junying is a Mandarin reading aid for 趙君影, not a verified preferred English name.
Afterword
Afterword
To lay down the burden in my heart, I have finally finished writing this book, foregoing sleep and meals. May this book enable readers to see the purpose of life and the Creator’s plan. May all readers, during life’s period of testing, have the opportunity to receive eternal life and have a share in God’s eternal kingdom.
Because my purpose is to share spiritual truth, I do not engage in argument in this book. As for whether readers will accept biblical truth, each person is free to decide. Since people can believe in the Lord through the Holy Spirit’s prompting (1 Corinthians 12:3), the commission God gives preachers is to “preach the word” (Mark 16:15), rather than “argue about the word” (2 Timothy 2:23; 1 Peter 3:15). The Lord Jesus also followed this approach with the rich young man who came seeking eternal life (Mark 10:21–22). The Lord Jesus does not force people to enter the kingdom of heaven, just as developed Western countries do not force foreigners to immigrate to the West. The Lord once said: “You must strive to enter the narrow gate. In the future many will want to enter, yet be unable to do so” (Luke 13:24). Those who disdain entering the kingdom of heaven, and those who are willing to enter only after being begged and invited over and over, are either spiritually ignorant or “out of touch with reality.”
Today there are people in the church who do not know God (1 Corinthians 15:34); there are people in pulpits preaching “another gospel” (Galatians 1:6); and there are also mistranslations in Bible versions (Proverbs 30:6; James 2:26).
These are all objectively existing facts. May readers distinguish the false from the true, accept the truth, and receive the Holy Spirit, so that they become overcomers during life’s period of testing and attain meaningful lives. For this great hope, I have composed the following lyric, titled 泌園春 in the source, to encourage readers and myself:
Poem: “Spring in Qin Garden” (The Source Prints 泌園春; See Note)
Only by living in this world for God’s glory does life have meaning.

Sincerely believe in Jesus and have sins forgiven; inheriting eternal life is the true benefit.

Disciples belonging to the Lord carry out the Great Commission; God’s grace will certainly overflow.

I hope fellow travelers will always remain in Christ, steadfast and unshaken.

Only by believing God deeply and without doubt can one be Christ’s apprentice.

Those who pursue meaning are wise; they keep far from evil because they revere God.

Choose to enter the narrow gate, gladly walking the righteous path, knowing well that its cost is not small.

May the Holy Spirit move all the saints to be willing to follow Heaven’s will.

Translation note
The afterword’s assertions about the church, preaching, Bible translation, and developed Western countries are retained as the author’s claims. Both occurrences of the source tune-title spelling 泌園春 are identified; the English heading gives the contextual tune identification “Spring in Qin Garden,” normally written 沁園春, without silently changing the printed Chinese. The source’s title character 泌 differs from 沁. Every line of the poem is translated. The contents lists an appendix titled 祂你我 (“He, You, and I”) with a testimony subtitle, but no such appendix body occurs between this afterword, the bibliography, and the author biography in this exact original; none is supplied from another edition.
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Translation note
The nine bibliography entries already written in English are retained literally, including their source spelling, punctuation, dates, and internal spaces; indentation and trailing padding are layout only. In particular this version says Eerdman, The University of Press, and Ltd. Its additional Zhongzheng dictionary and Barnes entry are included. Chinese book and publisher names have descriptive English renderings with the Chinese retained; the two personal-name romanizations are explicitly Mandarin reading aids, not assertions of preferred English names. The 四書白話句解 entry has no author, publisher, place, or date in the source, and none is added.
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About the Author
Pastor David Tsang was called to serve the Lord full time in 1967 and subsequently received theological training in Hong Kong and the United States. He earned a Bachelor of Theology at Evangel Theological College in Hong Kong, a Master of Divinity at Trinity Divinity School in Illinois in the United States, and a Master of Theology and a Doctor of Missiology at Fuller Seminary in California in the United States.
Pastor David Tsang founded the Pomona Chinese Christian Church (葡園華人基督教會) and the Blessed UM Church (衛理公會恩雨堂) in California in the United States, established the literary mission organization Agape Missions (神的愛傳道會) in Washington, DC, and began ministries including the Greater New York Metropolitan Chinese Christian Churches Association in New York, serving the greater New York area of New York State, New Jersey, and Connecticut.
Pastor Tsang served successively as senior pastor of churches including Cornerstone United Methodist Church, Chinese Christian Church in DC (華府基督教會), Columbia Chinese Baptist Church in MD (哥倫比亞華人浸信會), and OCM Boon Church (中宣會播恩堂). He also served as a consulting pastor to several Chinese churches in the greater New York area.
Pastor Tsang has led several thousand people to the Lord in different parts of the world. He translated the book Making Disciples of Nations (使萬民作門徒) and published mission works including The Blazing Torch (明燈發亮), The Secrets of True Words (真道秘笈), The Rationality of Missions (宣道之理), The Rationale of Spiritual Growth (靈命成長之情理), Be a Spiritual Fisherman (作屬靈的漁夫), Spiritual Spring and Autumn (屬靈春秋), Ten Thousand Purples and a Thousand Reds Are All Spring (萬紫千紅總是春), and Pass Five Barriers and Slay Selected Generals (the source prints 過五關斬選將). Pastor Tsang gives particular emphasis to proclaiming the truth of the Bible in its original languages and training believers to become the Lord’s true disciples.
Translation note
This exact source contains only four Chinese biography paragraphs; no separate English biography occurs here and none has been imported from another manuscript. Dates, degree names, several-thousand count, places, eight published titles, and one translated title are retained. Institutional and book names use David’s own English where it is available; other names remain descriptive English renderings with the Chinese retained. The title 過五關斬選將 contains 選 (“selected”), rather than the 六 (“six”) printed in other source versions; the unusual wording is rendered and flagged without silently replacing it. This biography does not include other versions’ Orange County, English-speaking congregation, or present-writing statements, and none are added.
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Attain a Meaningful Life
— What Those Who Want a Meaningful Life Need to Know
Pastor David Tsang
Contents
Preface
Part One: Human Life Is a Period of Testing
- Human life has a time limit
- There is eternal life in the Lord
- One must be an overcomer
Part Two: Whatever One Sows, One Will Surely Reap
- There are spiritual laws
- God’s intention is good
- Sow in accordance with the Holy Spirit
Part Three: Make Wise Choices
- Choose what is meaningful
- Have eternal value
- Practice God’s revelation
Part Four: Carry Out the Lord’s Great Commission
- Make people disciples
- Have the Lord’s presence
- Have Christ’s stature
Afterword
Appendix: He, You, and I (祂你我)
— The testimony of a person with a meaningful life
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