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Preface by 朱
Preface by 朱
I have known Pastor David Tsang for many years. He has consistently worked hard to proclaim the gospel, lead people to the Lord, and guide them within the church to become citizens of the heavenly kingdom who take up their own responsibilities. Through Pastor Tsang’s evangelism, pastoral care, teaching, and equipping, many people have, by faith, become devoted heavenly pilgrims, members of the church, Christ’s good soldiers, and workers used by the Lord.
In the new year [the source prints 新年], Pastor Tsang has also published many fine works, sharing insights from his many years of ministry and his observations of current phenomena. His penetrating comments have benefited many readers. This book is his newest work and will surely bring you instruction and benefit.
Many friends have numerous misunderstandings of the gospel faith. These misunderstandings cause mistaken ideas to arise, preventing people from understanding the gospel’s true meaning and receiving the true blessed joy of salvation. Such mistaken ideas occur not only among friends who have never heard the gospel; even some believers who regularly attend church gatherings have the same difficulties: Does believing in Jesus mean only agreeing with the church’s creeds, merely completing a “class in gospel truths”? Is Jesus only a Savior full of love and forgiveness—does believing in him still require discussion of a life of righteousness, holiness, and obedience? Is repentance not simply “I’m sorry; I was wrong” [the source’s 對不起的錯了 is garbled]—what more is required? Is believing in the Lord not a personal confession of faith—must one also attend church? Must it also govern my life? In fact, all these questions concern great truths at the gospel’s core: faith and conduct, reason and spiritual life, truth and obedience, and the individual believer and the community of faith.
This book responds to the phenomena described above. In the light of the Bible in its original languages, the author analyzes the gospel’s true meaning and dispels misconceptions about the faith. Its writing is forceful, clearly organized, concise, and penetrating, leading into the reality of the truth. Readers will surely find help in it and advance to a higher level in their understanding and pursuit of the faith.
International General Director, Chinese Gospel Mission Group (中華福音使命團)
朱昌錂 — July 17, 2014
Translation note
This version prints 新年 (“new year”), rather than the other version’s 近年來 (“in recent years”); the difference is retained and flagged. Its 個耶穌, 那穌, 敖免, and 個徒 are apparent character errors rendered by their clear immediate context as believing in Jesus, Jesus, forgiving, and believer. The garbled confession is marked. This source’s organization name 中華福音使命團 and signer 朱昌錂 are retained; the English organization name is descriptive.
Preface by 羅
Preface by 羅
Before his death, the apostle Paul exhorted Timothy: “In the last days perilous times will come. For then people will be concerned only with themselves … having the outward form of godliness, but denying its reality” (2 Timothy 3:1–5). Looking across the church today, many preachers have lost a godly heart. Naturally, the believers trained by the church also lack a good spiritual character.
In these chaotic and evil last days, Pastor David Tsang is a servant of God for whom one gives thanks. I first met him in 1969, when I was still a secondary-school student. At Evangel Theological College in Hong Kong, I listened to his experience of dedication and was deeply moved. Over the following forty-plus years, I have seen in Pastor Tsang’s life a picture carefully painted by God.
God has used Pastor Tsang to proclaim the pure gospel boldly in the church and rebuke sin. He has written many books. If I had to choose one word to describe their distinguishing quality, it would be “true.” Pastor Tsang is a sincere person: he is true toward both God and people, he proclaims biblical truth, and there is no pretense in his words, deeds, or thoughts. In an age of deceitful hearts when truth and falsehood are difficult to distinguish, this is truly rare and precious.
The title of this book is Discard the False and Preserve the True. Drawing on his many years of penetrating research into the Bible in its original languages, together with his rich experience of evangelism and pastoral ministry, Pastor Tsang thoroughly explains the gospel’s true meaning and what genuine faith is. This book is a precious resource for all who long to understand biblical truth and enjoy abundant life, and deserves a strong recommendation.
羅錫堅 (Senior Pastor, Evangelical Free Church of China, Taikoo Shing Church — 中國基督教播道會太古城堂)
Translation note
The ellipsis within the quoted Scripture is present in this source. Exact matching paragraphs were reused only after character-for-character verification, with a separate reuse ledger. The signer’s Chinese name and church name are retained; the English church wording is descriptive.
Preface by 陸
Preface by 陸
Pastor Tsang has a pastoral heart. For the robust growth of his readers’ spiritual lives, whenever he is moved by the Holy Spirit he composes a poem as a concluding response. Discard the False and Preserve the True has deepened my knowledge of God and my resolve to hold firmly to faith and preserve what is true. It has also helped me grasp the importance of proclaiming the gospel and carrying out the Great Commission. May the Lord continue to anoint Pastor Tsang and use his writings, building up believers, benefiting the church, and glorifying God.
陸耀珠 (Deacon, Meimen Chinese Christian Church, New Jersey, United States — 美國新澤西州美門華人基督教會)
Translation note
This exact source supplies the full printed name 陸耀珠, includes 基督教 in the church name, and ends with 榮耀上帝 (“glorifying God”). These features are retained distinctly from DT-0244. The English church wording is descriptive.
The Author’s Preface
The Author’s Preface
Author’s Own Preface
After more than forty years of struggle on the gospel mission field, I have now entered a period of retirement from active public ministry. Looking back on the condition and changes of churches in the world over these forty-plus years, I can more deeply understand the prophet Elijah’s lament over Israel’s spiritual condition. The Israelites of his day had “forsaken God’s covenant” (1 Kings 19:14), while certain church people today have “misinterpreted God’s words.” Pastor John MacArthur, who pastors in California, United States, pointedly observed in his book The Gospel Jesus Preached (耶穌所傳的福音): “In the thinking and practice of most evangelicals, the whole gospel has been reduced to one simple idea: Jesus is a loving Savior who patiently waits for sinners to accept him. He immediately grants eternal life, with no other conditions; all one needs to do is agree.” People who hold this view today, like those who preached “another gospel” in Paul’s time (Galatians 1:6), are widely proclaiming a cheap gospel. They may attract many people who covet small favors, but they cannot enable these “church members” to meet God’s stipulated qualifications and receive the great grace of eternal life (Mark 10:17, 21–22).
All who want eternal life should not accept a worldly view of the gospel, because only the concepts revealed in the Bible in its original languages have spiritual authority (2 Peter 3:16). May all translations and personal ideas that do not accord with the true meaning of the original-language Bible be corrected and criticized.
In Discard the False and Preserve the True, I provide objective spiritual information, based on the light of the Bible in its original languages, to help believers accept the true God’s revelation, hold to their convictions, and adjust their goals in life, so that all who want eternal life can find the heavenly road. I do not intend to debate worldly philosophy with people, but I do wish to share the Bible’s essential meaning (2 Corinthians 3:6). I respectfully dedicate this book to heavenly pilgrims who sincerely love the Lord, discard the false, and return to the true. May they all be worthy to enter God’s kingdom (Revelation 3:5). I offer the following poem as mutual encouragement for my readers and myself:
An Exhortation to Awaken Early
Believers must return to the right way,

Only then meeting God’s requirements.

May it be that when the Lord returns,

You have long since awakened. (Note 1)

Translation note
The John MacArthur quotation is translated in full from the Chinese quotation supplied in this source, not presented as a recovered verbatim quotation from an English edition. Exact matching units were reused only after character-for-character confirmation; paragraphs with whitespace or punctuation differences were read and mapped directly to this version. Note 1 points to the Scripture notes later in this original.
The Book
Chapter One: Seek a Real Faith
Chapter One: Seek Genuine Faith
Whether a person’s faith is genuine depends not on the person’s own view but on God’s judgment. The two disciples who met the Lord on the road to Emmaus were people whom he regarded as “slow in faith.” The Greek for “slow” (βραδεις) means “slowly” (James 1:19). Such “slow people” whose faith is slow are the kind the Lord described as those who “hear without understanding” (Matthew 13:13). Through explaining the Scriptures, the Lord Jesus quickly enabled these two spiritually slow people to understand God’s will (Luke 24:27). Only because they understood God’s will did they later carry out the Lord’s instruction to wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit (Luke 24:33, 49).
We can therefore see that genuine faith is not merely believing that God exists (James 2:19), nor is it having a record of work without new life (Matthew 7:22–23); it is being able to understand and practice God’s will (Luke 19:8–9). Those who want this genuine faith must understand and practice the following three biblical teachings:
1. Believe That Jesus Is Lord
All who want genuine faith should believe that Jesus is “Lord” (Κυριος), because this is what God announced to humanity through an angel when Jesus was born (Luke 2:11). Because the Greek meaning of “Lord” is “owner” (Galatians 4:1), those who want genuine faith should honor Christ Jesus as their own “sovereign.” All who do not take Christ Jesus as Lord but make themselves king commit the sin of “rebellion” (John 19:12), and their end is destruction (Jude 11). This accords precisely with the biblical principles that “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23) and “it is truly fearful to fall into the hands of the living God” (Hebrews 10:31). Judas, the Lord’s disciple, betrayed Jesus because he did not honor him as Lord. As a result, he not only died miserably (Matthew 27:5) but also left lasting infamy (John 17:12). Judas failed because he was dishonest toward the Lord. Although he called Jesus Lord with his mouth, he was still his own lord in his heart. He used Jesus to achieve his own purposes. Believers with such thoroughly corrupt consciences must, like the prodigal in Jesus’ story, repent sincerely in order to be saved.
May today’s believers learn spiritual lessons from the account of Judas’s failure. All who want salvation must have genuine faith. Only those with this faith will honor Jesus as the Lord of their lives. Only such believers will turn from evil because they fear the Lord (Proverbs 3:7), and, through their willingness to obey their consciences (Acts 24:16), will be willing to follow the guidance of Jesus’ Spirit (Acts 16:7). Only such believers are worthy to be God’s children (Romans 8:14). To put it briefly, those who want eternal life must honor Jesus as Lord, follow him, and obey his words. This was the requirement the Lord placed upon his disciples (Luke 6:46; Mark 10:21). May all disciples belonging to the Lord be willing not only to accept Jesus as Savior but also to accept him as the sovereign Lord of their lives (John 13:13).
2. Only Then Can One Overcome the Devil
Anyone with common sense knows the fact that there is light and darkness in the world, and that there are the true God and the devil. Because people have no means of knowing the Creator’s origin, all who want to know the true God’s origin must accept his self-revelation. The true God told Moses, “I am self-existent and ever-existent” (Exodus 3:14). As for the devil’s origin, according to the true God’s revelation, the devil was originally a fallen archangel (Isaiah 14:14–15). He is an evil angel, the “Satan” who deceives the whole world (Revelation 12:9). Because the Hebrew for “Satan” (שטן) means “opposition,” the word is also translated “adversary” in another passage (Psalm 109:6). Because the devil’s nature is to be believers’ “mortal enemy,” he goes everywhere “seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). God allows the devil to remain temporarily in the world in order to test believers, to know what is in their hearts and whether they will keep his commandments (Deuteronomy 8:2, printed with an extra comma; Job 1:12). Because Job was willing to be faithful to God, he ultimately survived great calamity and received greater blessing afterward (Job 42:12). Because Eve could not withstand the test, she was harmed by the devil, bringing harm to herself and burdening later generations (Genesis 3:16; Romans 5:12).
Emperor Taizong of the Tang dynasty said, “By taking people as a mirror, one can understand gains and losses.” May today’s believers take Eve and Job as mirrors, so that they can understand “eternal gains and losses.” The Lord Jesus was also tempted by the devil in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1). Because he firmly believed the words of Scripture, he saw through the devil’s schemes and returned victorious with the Holy Spirit’s power (Luke 4:14). Judas did not practice the Lord’s word, and consequently, through heeding the devil (John 13:2), was rejected by the Lord (John 17:12). Since the Lord regarded Judas, who worked for the devil (John 13:27), as a devil (John 6:70), today he will not regard those who do not honor Jesus as Lord as good people (Matthew 23:13). Because the Lord knows people’s thoughts from afar (Psalm 139:2), he knew that Nathanael was a true Israelite with no deceit in his heart (John 1:47), and also knew that the preacher who performed mighty works was an evil man (Matthew 7:22–23). May believers and church leaders who have not been born again stop their pretense now. May they learn from the twelve believers in Ephesus and hasten to repent sincerely and turn to the Lord before he returns to judge the world (Acts 19:2, 6).
All believers who have already been born again and saved should grow in the Lord unto salvation (1 Peter 2:2).
Because those who believe in the Lord have turned from Satan’s authority to God (Acts 26:18), all born-again believers have power to resist and overcome the devil (Acts 16:18; 19:14–16). Believers who want to overcome the devil must put on the full armor of Christ’s good soldiers in order to prevail (Ephesians 6:11). The prerequisite for believers to resist the devil is “submission to God” (James 4:7). Paul went to Macedonia to preach in obedience to God (Acts 16:7–10), so as soon as the devil saw him, he recognized the difficulty and retreated (Acts 16:18; 19:11–12). Peter once disobeyed the Lord and was used by the devil, becoming Satan’s mouthpiece (Matthew 16:21–23). Fortunately, the Lord interceded for him, and he could turn back (Luke 22:31–32). Believers must have the Holy Spirit dwelling in their hearts in order to overcome the devil on their journey along the heavenly road (1 John 4:4).
3. Believe in Jesus’ Resurrection
We thank God for his painstaking care in raising Jesus from the dead, providing humanity with evidence for believing that Jesus is God’s Son (Romans 1:4; Acts 17:31). Human life in this world cannot be separated from “evidence.” Those who want to be accepted by a good school must have evidence of good grades. Without the “evidence of a pilot’s license,” a pilot “cannot fly even with wings.” The “counterfeit thousand-dollar notes” that recently appeared on Hong Kong’s market have given its government a major headache. These “fake banknotes” are called “counterfeits” because they lack the “evidence” that “genuine banknotes” should have. By the same reasoning, gods in the world today that have no “evidence of resurrection from the dead” should be called “false gods.” In the days of the Old Testament prophet Elijah, “Baal,” in whom Israel’s King Ahab believed, was such a “false god.” Baal, the false god, once competed in power with Jehovah God on Mount Carmel. Because he lacked the evidence of the true God—sending down fire to consume the burnt offering—Baal was ultimately judged a false god by Israel’s people. All four hundred and fifty false prophets belonging to that false god were also executed by the people on the spot (1 Kings 18:24–26, 38–40).
May today’s believers have the wisdom of Israel’s people and believe in the true God who has trustworthy evidence. Because many people in the world bear the name “Jesus,” those who wish to believe in the true God must believe in the Jesus who showed himself to be God’s Son by rising from the dead (Romans 1:4), in order to receive eternal life (John 3:16). May believers follow the example of the two disciples who met the risen Lord on the road to Emmaus, willingly accepting his rebuke and instruction and walking with him, so that they can believe in his resurrection and become truly saved disciples (Luke 24:25–27, 33–35).
All who are willing to believe in Jesus’ resurrection should humbly accept the testimony that he has risen from the dead. The three thousand believers who heard Peter preach experienced the change of new life only because they believed in Jesus’ resurrection (Acts 2:32, 37–42). All who already have new life should, like the disciple Paul, zealously proclaim Jesus’ resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:4) and bear witness that Jesus is Christ the Lord (Acts 17:3). I respectfully offer the following lyric to the tune of “The Fisherman’s Song,” gladly sharing encouragement with all believers willing to believe that Jesus is Lord:
To the Tune of “The Fisherman’s Song” (漁歌子)
Believe in Jesus as Lord
Faith must accord with truth;

Carry out the Lord’s words without hesitation.

When God points east, do not go west;

Be willing to be an obedient slave.

Human life in this world is extremely brief;

Sinking into slavery to sin is not worthwhile.

Rely on the Lord and overcome Satan;

Respectfully invite Jesus to be the boss. (Note 2)

Translation note
All source units were compared in full against this exact version. Only character-identical units were reused; the first subheading and the additional 了 in the exhortation to stop pretending are separately mapped. The closing introduction retains a source 那穌 typo, rendered Jesus from context. Source claims, figures, malformed Deuteronomy punctuation, and the source-era “recent” reference remain explicit. Note 2’s Scripture text is supplied later in this original. The opening sentence refers to two disciples but uses singular 一位; the English retains the stated two disciples.
The Book
Chapter Two: Keep a Good Motive
Chapter Two: Have Good Motives
The Lord Jesus came into the world so that people might have abundant life (John 10:10). Yet from ancient times until today, many people have come before the Lord to obtain bread (John 6:27) and to force Jesus to be their king (John 6:15). Those with these bad motives will all sooner or later leave the Lord (John 6:66). Even if they remain in the church, they will be like Simon of old: because their hearts are not right, they will have no share in the Lord’s word (Acts 8:21). Because the Greek for “right” (ευθυς) is also translated “straight” in another passage (Matthew 3:3), those whose hearts are not “right” are people whose hearts are not upright. Our God delights in uprightness (1 Chronicles 29:17) and saves the upright (Psalm 7:10). Therefore, all who want God’s salvation should have an upright conscience. All who are willing to do so must understand and practice the following three biblical teachings:
1. Turn to the Lord out of Love
“Turning to the Lord out of love” differs from “believing in the Lord for gain.” The former means that believers are willing to repent and turn to God because they love him; the latter means that people agree to believe in the Lord’s existence only for the sake of benefits. In the story of “the prodigal’s return home” that the Lord Jesus told, the prodigal loved his father because his father had already shown genuine love for his son (Luke 15:20). The prodigal’s return home, confession to his father, and receipt of his father’s property are a true picture of people turning to the Lord today. Sadly, some believers today have wrong motives, and so make “obtaining the heavenly Father’s property” their motive for “turning to the Lord.” Because they omit the part about confessing their sins to the heavenly Father, they become nominal believers who “do not know God” (1 Corinthians 15:34). Over time, these people who do not truly love God become leaders among believers or “pastors,” changing the character of the Lord’s church. This is why the divorce rate inside the church today is higher than outside it, and why extramarital affairs, children born outside marriage, and homosexuality frequently occur among “religious people.”
This abnormal situation will not last forever, for the Lord of the church already knew that the devil would “sow tares among the wheat” (Matthew 13:25). At harvesttime the Lord will pull out the tares, bind them, and burn them (Matthew 13:30). May all who are unwilling to meet this end have the courage Peter had: be willing to weep bitterly over their sins (Matthew 26:75) and resolve to love the Lord (John 21:15). Since Jesus is the “Word” become flesh (John 1:14), all who love the Lord Jesus should love the Lord’s “word.” The two disciples who met the Lord on the road to Emmaus heard the “word” that he preached; only then did they love the Lord fervently and turn back to carry out his command (Luke 24:32–33). Since the Lord’s word endures forever (the source prints 後前1:25), all who care about their future should learn from these two Emmaus disciples. They should be willing to turn back and practice the Lord’s word, so that they will love him fervently, receive God’s blessing, and not sink into being people accursed in God’s eyes (1 Corinthians 16:22).
2. Be Able to Be Called by God
Believers must love God, for only those who love God can be called by him, justified by him, and receive future glory (Romans 8:28–30). According to biblical revelation, all who want to enter the kingdom of heaven and do God’s work must first have God’s calling (1 Thessalonians 2:12; Acts 13:2). In this age whose culture is “going astray, each on one’s own way,” quite a few people in the church who have no calling from God have nevertheless become church leaders and preachers (3 John 9). They are the kind of people mentioned in Scripture whom “the Lord does not know” (Matthew 7:23) and whom “demons do not fear” (Acts 19:14–16). These “spiritual self-helpers” must be willing to fall before the Lord as Saul did when he turned to him (Acts 9:4); only then can they receive new birth. Otherwise, the more they “help” God’s holy work in the church, the more trouble they will cause (2 Corinthians 11:13).
The common characteristic of these “helpers who come without being invited” in today’s church is that they do not love God and go astray on their own way. Their going their own way shows that they love themselves more than God. They do not have Abraham’s love for God. Abraham yielded to God and, following his command, offered his only son Isaac to God; this action showed that he loved God more than himself. Because Abraham had true love for God, he was worthy of God’s call and became the “father of faith” of all believers (Genesis 22:16–18). May all believers have Abraham’s true love for God. This true love is “God’s love” (αγαπη). Those with God’s love need not ask him “Why?” but will quietly carry out his commission (Genesis 22:2–3). Only those willing to do this can use “God’s love” (αγαπαω) to love God and their neighbors as themselves (Matthew 22:37, 39). All who want “God’s love” in their hearts must obey God so that they can receive the Holy Spirit who pours love into their hearts (Acts 5:32; Romans 5:5). Believers must carry out God’s will according to his revelation, because any service that assumes one’s own view is right will be fruitless.
Because the Lord’s salvation is prepared for all who are willing to be saved (John 7:37–38), he allowed the rich young man who asked about eternal life the right to decide whether to receive it (Mark 10:17, 21–22). A person can lead an ox to water but cannot force it to drink. From this we can see that all the living creatures God made must fulfill their own responsibility in the matter of salvation. The animals saved in Noah’s ark were not caught and taken inside by Noah; they willingly walked into it themselves (Genesis 7:7–9). If people in the world had the wisdom of those creatures, they would fulfill their responsibility to believe in the Lord and receive life (John 3:16). All who have this wisdom for salvation will set aside concern for saving face and strive to enter the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 11:12). The Ethiopian eunuch, who held a very high position in society, was willing to set aside saving face; only then did he accept biblical teaching and receive salvation (Acts 8:31, 35–38). Another very wise person who received salvation was the blind man Bartimaeus. When he sought Jesus’ help for his blindness, he faced great social pressure. Those present rebuked him and told him to be silent, but he cried out to the Lord even more loudly. Because of this faith that cried aloud for help, the Lord not only restored his eyesight but also gave him the salvation of his soul (Mark 10:48–52). Just as when inviting people to a wedding, the Lord invites into the kingdom of heaven only all those who qualify and are willing to come (John 7:37). The so-called theology that “God predestines people to perish” does not accord with biblical revelation (John 5:39–40).
3. Fear the True God
The Hebrew for “fear” (יראה) has not only the meaning “be afraid” (Genesis 3:10), but also the sense of “honor one’s parents” (Leviticus 19:3). All who fear the true God will honor God and turn away from evil, so that no barrier separates them from God (Isaiah 59:2); and by loving God and practicing his word, they will be people after his own heart (Acts 13:22). Since those who revere and love God readily turn to him, all who want to turn to the Lord in truth must fear the true God.
Paul was a man who feared God. From his words, we know that he had great reverence for God. He encouraged the brothers and sisters in the Colossian church to fear God (Colossians 3:2), and instructed those in the Ephesian church to submit to one another out of reverence for Christ (Ephesians 5:21). His decision to turn to the Lord arose from fear of God, not from the prospect of gain. As soon as he knew that Jesus was the risen Lord, he immediately obeyed the Lord’s word. He had no need to debate with the Lord’s servant, but quietly turned to the Lord (Acts 9:17–18). Because Paul was willing to obey the risen Lord, he received the Holy Spirit given by God (Acts 5:32). With the Holy Spirit in his heart, Paul could live by his conscience in everything (Acts 23:1). Once, while he was dining with Gentile believers in Antioch, people from James suddenly arrived. Peter and Barnabas, who were present, feared that others would know they had been eating with Gentile believers, so they hurriedly left the table. Seeing that their conduct did not accord with the truth of the gospel, Paul rebuked them to their faces (Galatians 2:11–14). From this we can see that fear of God is the prerequisite for a person to turn to the Lord in truth.
May today’s believers all be like Paul, turning to the Lord because they fear God. If people do not have faith that fears God, they do not have the faith that can save them (James 2:19). May those in the church who “do not know God” (1 Corinthians 15:34) and those who “love to be first” (3 John 9) repent sincerely, for the day when the Lord returns to judge the world is near (Revelation 22:20). With the following lyric to the tune of “The Beautiful Lady Yu,” I would like to share encouragement with all who are willing to turn to the Lord out of love for God:
To the Tune of “The Beautiful Lady Yu” (虞美人)
Always Keep a Clear Conscience
People should turn to the Lord out of love;

Only then can they walk the heavenly road.

If you want to receive God’s calling,

You must love God—none of that love may be lacking.

I urge you to make the word your lamp along the road;

You will thirst for eternal life.

May you always keep a clear conscience (1 Timothy 1:19),

And willingly become a good soldier of Christ.

Translation note
The malformed source reference 後前1:25 is retained explicitly; the statement concerns the Lord’s enduring word. Colossians 3:2 is retained as printed for the fear-of-God statement, although that reference does not match the wording described. The source typo 以撤 is rendered Isaac from context. The author’s theological and social claims, stated certainty, conditions, all references, and the ox illustration are preserved without editorial alteration.
The Book
Chapter Three: Meet the Qualifications
Chapter Three: Possess Excellent Qualifications
When the Lord was on earth, he required disciples to be “fit” (ευθτος) to enter God’s kingdom (Luke 9:62). Because the Greek for “fit” is rendered “suitable” (“fit”) in another passage (Luke 14:35), we can see that the Lord has requirements concerning the qualifications of those who enter God’s kingdom. If he had no requirements, Judas, who betrayed the Lord for personal advancement, would not have been regarded by the Lord as the “son of perdition” (John 17:12). Not long ago, I declined to debate someone who would not accept the teaching that “the righteous shall receive life through faith” (Romans 1:17), because God’s word will not change because people disagree with it. I am willing to spend time only on “preparing people to qualify for entry into the kingdom of heaven,” and will not spend time “debating whether God’s qualifications for entering the kingdom of heaven are reasonable.” If believers could enter the kingdom of heaven riding in a sedan chair, the Lord would not have instructed disciples to strive to enter it (Matthew 11:12). May believers all strive to attain the following three qualifications that Scripture reveals as necessary for those who want to enter the kingdom of heaven:
1. Be Willing to Believe and Obey the Lord
Paul let believers know that the purpose for which he had been called to be an apostle was to bring people to believe and obey the true word (Romans 1:5). The Greek for “believe and obey” (υπακοην) is translated “obey a command” in another passage (Romans 6:16). Thus “believing and obeying the true word” is also “obeying God’s command,” for the Lord is “the Word become flesh” (John 1:14), and “the Word” is God (John 1:1). The Hebrew for “believe” (Proverbs 14:15), אמן, is also translated in the Old Testament as “Amen” (Nehemiah 8:6), “be strong” (Psalm 31:24), and “trust” (Isaiah 28:16). We can see that, in both Greek and Hebrew, “believing and obeying the Lord” is equivalent to “believing and obeying God’s word.”
Because “believing and obeying the Lord” is the condition for a person to receive eternal life (John 3:16), all who are willing to practice God’s word are blessed. Abraham believed and obeyed God and offered his only son Isaac to God. As a result, God blessed him greatly, so that his descendants would be as numerous as the stars in the sky and the sand by the sea (Genesis 22:16–17). Because Abraham believed God’s word, God counted this as his righteousness (Genesis 15:6). All who do not practice God’s word not only cannot please God, but will also be punished. Because Adam and Eve did not practice God’s word (Genesis 2:17; 3:6), they ended up having to eat by the sweat of their faces and being driven out of the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:19, 24).
All who want to be saved must have the qualities for receiving salvation. The Samaritan believer who suffered from leprosy and was later healed by the Lord was someone qualified to receive grace. His qualities were willingness to obey the Lord’s word and willingness to give glory to God (Luke 17:14–15). The apostle Paul also had these virtues. He never argued with the Lord, but carried out God’s will in everything (Acts 16:7–10). He did not wish to exalt himself, but wished to give all glory to God (1 Timothy 1:15; 1 Corinthians 15:10). Those who say they believe in the Lord but do not practice his word are beyond reason in the Lord’s eyes (Luke 6:46).
2. Be Able to Receive Eternal Life
Human beings were created by God (Genesis 1:26), but through the sin of their ancestor (Romans 5:12), they fell into the hands of the “evil one” (1 John 5:19). To save them, God sent his only Son, Christ Jesus, into the world to save sinners (1 Timothy 1:15), so that all who believe could turn from Satan’s authority to God (Acts 26:18). All who are willing to turn to God—that is, those willing to believe and obey the Lord—can receive eternal life (John 3:16). Sadly, many in the world are willing to believe in Jesus Christ but unwilling to obey him. Consequently, believing in Jesus has become a means for people to gain benefits and relieve poverty. According to God’s intention, people were meant to come before the Lord to receive the Holy Spirit (John 7:37–39) and abundant life (John 10:10). Yet in today’s church, the proportion of people receiving abundant life is not high, while the divorce rate is very high. Although believers’ “gaining benefits” (1 Timothy 6:10) and “relieving poverty” (1 Timothy 6:18) are good things, in the Lord’s eyes a person’s “receiving eternal life” is more important than “gaining benefits and adding wealth” (Matthew 16:26). If people are willing to seek first what God regards as important, God will give them what they need in abundance (Matthew 5:33, as printed).
May all who are mindful of God’s intention be willing to remove the following “fictional” (“myth”) ideas, which do not accord with biblical teaching:
(1) Receiving eternal life is a one-time action.
This view does not accord with biblical revelation, for Scripture says, “A person who has God’s Son has life” (1 John 5:12). The word “has” in “has (εχων) God’s Son” is a “Greek present participle” expressing the sense of “continually having.” Therefore, “continually having Christ in one’s heart” is the prerequisite for a person’s new life to continue. All who want to receive eternal life must always have Christ’s Spirit in their hearts. King Saul (1 Samuel 16:14) and the disciple Judas (John 13:27) both failed to obtain eternal life because they did not have God’s Spirit in their hearts. A person’s brilliant achievements and exalted position in the world are not signs that the person has already received eternal life. Those who understand this truth should ensure that they still have “saving faith” before leaving this world (John 11:26), and already have the Holy Spirit dwelling in their hearts when the Lord returns (Romans 8:23; Philippians 3:20–21).
(2) Receiving the Lord is an action repeated many times.
This view does not accord with biblical revelation, for Scripture says, “To all who received him, to those who believe in his name, he gave authority to become God’s children” (John 1:12). In this verse, we can see that receiving the Lord is believing in the Lord Jesus. Because the Greek word for “received” (ελαβον) is an “aorist” indicating that the action occurred only once, a person receives the Lord to dwell in the heart once (Ephesians 4:5). If believers are willing to believe that Jesus is the risen Lord, confess that they have rebelled against God, fallen short of God’s glory, and committed the sin of deceit (Psalm 32:5), and then be baptized into Christ, they will have God’s Spirit dwelling in their hearts as a gift (Acts 2:36–38). If believers are unwilling to carry out God’s revelation and unwilling to surrender to the Lord, they will not receive the Holy Spirit even if they raise their hands many times to believe in the Lord (Acts 5:32). Only those with the Holy Spirit dwelling in their hearts are true Christians belonging to Christ (Romans 8:9).
3. Maintain Unceasing Faith
“Unceasing faith” means that believers’ belief in God will not change under any circumstances. Believers must have this faith in order to receive eternal life. According to the revelation of Scripture in its original language, the Greek for the “belief” that brings people eternal life (πιστευων) is a “present participle (part. pres.)” expressing continuous action. More precisely, the meaning of John 3:16 in the original-language Bible is: “God loved the people of the world so much that he gave them his only Son, so that all who continually believe in him should not perish but receive eternal life.” All who understand this “original meaning of faith” should learn the “constant faith” of Paul and Silas, who still praised God in prison (Acts 16:25), and the “steadfast faith” of Daniel, who was willing to enter the lions’ den for the truth (Daniel 6:10, 22). Those who do not act this way may follow in the footsteps of Israel’s ten spies (Numbers 14:36–37) and Judas, who betrayed the Lord (Matthew 27:3–5).
Believers must maintain “unceasing faith,” because all believers will undergo tests of faith (1 Peter 1:6–7). If people congratulate themselves that, because God loves them, they will not need to undergo a test of faith, this is “spiritual ignorance” (Isaiah 48:10). According to biblical revelation, believers must pass the test of faith; only then can they have a share in Christ (Hebrews 3:14). Since God shows no favoritism (Romans 2:11), all whom God has chosen must demonstrate unceasing faith under testing. Because Abraham was willing to offer his only son Isaac to God, God let him pass the test of faith (Genesis 22:16–17). Mary also achieved an excellent result in the test of “being willing to bear a child while unmarried so that Christ could be born” (Luke 1:38, 46–48). These worthy predecessors who achieved excellent results in tests of faith were all blessed by God and became servants whom he used greatly. May today’s believers also deny themselves and obey the words of Scripture, because the faith that saves people comes from God’s word (Romans 10:17). Only those willing to believe God’s word will, through sincerely believing and obeying God, qualify to receive the salvation he gives. With the following lyric to the tune of “The Diviner,” I would like to share encouragement with readers:
To the Tune of “The Diviner” (卜算子)
Meet the Lord’s Qualifications
People must meet the qualifications (Note 4);

Only then can they receive the blessing of eternal life.

Believers must have hearts that believe and obey;

Only then can they serve as the Lord’s servants.

Repent sincerely;

Only then can sins be redeemed.

May you live out new life,

Manifesting Christ the Lord.

Translation note
The source’s Greek spelling ευθτος is retained exactly. Its 現代式分詞 is rendered “present participle” from the stated grammatical context; all grammatical claims remain the author’s claims. Matthew 5:33 and the citation of 1 Timothy 6:10 for “gaining benefits” are retained as supplied rather than silently replaced. The numbered “myth” headings state ideas the following paragraphs reject. All source theological conditions, quotations, figures, and social claims are translated without alteration. Note 4 is supplied later in this original.
The Book
Chapter Four: Show a Clear Mark
Chapter Four: Display Clear Signs
There are two kinds of believers in the world: one kind is true Christians chosen by God (Acts 9:15), and the other is religious people whom the Lord does not know (Matthew 7:23). People in the world regard both kinds as “church people,” but in God’s eyes they are entirely different. Just as someone who wants to distinguish a genuine Rolex watch from a counterfeit needs “professional knowledge” to recognize the true and the false, an expert identifying a genuine Rolex must first remove the watchband, locate the numbers engraved on the watch case where it connects to the band, and then go online to authenticate them with the Swiss watch factory. The evidence that it is a genuine Rolex is that the Swiss watch factory recognizes the numbers on the case. By the same reasoning, the sign of true Christians is that the spirit in their hearts truly is the Holy Spirit given by God (John 15:26; Ephesians 1:13). To put it briefly, the distinction between true and false Christians depends on whether the Holy Spirit dwells in their hearts. Since this sign of true Christians is objective and clear, all who know they are not yet saved should seek to receive the Holy Spirit, because having the Holy Spirit in one’s heart is the sign that one has been born again and can become God’s heir (Titus 3:6–7). All who are willing to practice the truth must understand and carry out the following three biblical teachings concerning the “signs of salvation”:
1. Have the Gift of the Holy Spirit
Before people decide to believe in the Lord, they must be moved by the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:3). All who are willing to accept the Holy Spirit’s prompting, sincerely confess their sins, and be baptized will certainly receive the “gift of the Holy Spirit” given by God (Acts 2:38). The Greek meaning of “the Holy Spirit who is given” (την δωρεαν του Αγιου Πνευματος) should be “the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 10:45), because the former wording, “the Holy Spirit who is given,” is a “free translation.” This “free translation” leaves readers who read only the Chinese Bible completely unaware that God gives the Holy Spirit as a gift to those who sincerely repent and are baptized into Christ. Lacking this biblical revelation, they assume that all who have been moved by the Holy Spirit are people with the Holy Spirit in their hearts. In fact, those who are “moved but unwilling to move” by the Holy Spirit (Mark 10:22) have no share in the Lord’s word (Acts 8:21).
Whatever the reason, as long as believers do not have God’s gift of the Holy Spirit in their hearts, they are not yet true Christians who have been born again and saved (Acts 19:1–2). These people must fulfill God’s conditions (Acts 5:32); only then can they receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. All who refuse to accept biblical revelation and continue as nominal Christians not only waste their own time and energy, but also affect the church’s reputation and the effectiveness of its holy work. Many disputes and scandals in churches are connected with these nominal Christians who have not been born again and saved (1 Corinthians 5:1; 2 Timothy 2:17–18). May those who have confessed their sins to God and been baptized, but have not yet surrendered to the Lord, soon awaken to this. All who do not have God’s Spirit in their hearts will fall into Satan’s hands (Luke 22:3), and their end will be extremely tragic (Proverbs 14:12; Matthew 27:5; Revelation 20:10).
2. Only Then Belong to Christ
Because Scripture says, “If anyone does not have Christ’s Spirit, that person does not belong to Christ,” believers must have the Holy Spirit in their hearts before they count as people who “belong to Christ” (εστιν αυτου). Since the original Greek meaning of “belong to Christ” is “are his” (“is of Him”), all who have been born again should know that they are the Lord’s people (1 Corinthians 6:19). This concept is not easy for believers living in a democratic society to accept, because all who follow the flesh frequently suffer from the fault of “setting their minds on the flesh” (Romans 8:5). The Qing dynasty’s Emperor Qianlong once had this fault. He considered China to be at the center of the world, and therefore thought that the British envoy who came to China to congratulate him on his eighty-third birthday should kneel and bow to him. Westerners at that time did not share Qianlong’s grandiose view of himself. Therefore they did not call “China” the “Central Country,” but called it “China” (Changnan, 昌南). (“China” is a transliteration of “Changnan,” and “Changnan” was Jingdezhen’s original name.) Today, Chinese people know that people outside “China” are not from “barbarian lands”; only because of this are many willing each year to cross the seas and study abroad. Since they now believe in the reality of “Christ the Lord,” they also celebrate “Christmas” each year, wishing to rejoice with all peoples.
Because Chinese people are very practical, they face the two realities that “there is a Creator” (Genesis 1:1) and “people will die” (Hebrews 9:27). They call the Creator “Lord Heaven” (老天爺), and agree with the national hero Wen Tianxiang’s view: “Since ancient times, who in human life has not died?” Sadly, many Chinese people today still do not know the good news that “people can receive eternal life through Christ the Lord” (John 3:16). May all who want eternal life know the following two essential points of this good news:
(1) People end in death because they have sinned against the Creator (Hebrews 9:27). Because the Creator loves the people of the world, he sent Christ into the world to die in sinners’ place (Romans 5:8), to free people from sin by his own blood (Revelation 1:5), and to purchase people from every tribe, tongue, people, and nation so that they would belong to God (Revelation 5:9).
(2) All who believe that Jesus is Christ the Lord (John 1:12), receive him into their hearts (Ephesians 3:17), and listen to and follow him (John 10:27) will not die, but receive eternal life (John 3:16).
May all who want eternal life be willing to carry out the Creator’s instructions, so that they can attain the good outcome that “those who obey Heaven live” (1 Peter 5:6). All who have received the new life given by the Creator should follow the apostle Paul’s example: willingly be the Lord’s “slave” (δουλος) (Romans 1:1), labor for the Lord and thank God (1 Corinthians 15:10), and seek to please the Lord (Galatians 1:10). All who disobey Heaven and go astray on their own way will, like the Israelites who opposed God, end in death (1 Corinthians 10:5). May believers all have God-given wisdom and be willing to carry out his will, so that they will not, like the preacher rejected by the Lord, go astray on their own way and sink into being people whom the Lord cannot accept (Matthew 7:22–23). Blessed are the believers willing to return to the Creator, for they have found a resting place for their souls (Psalm 90:1).
3. Be Baptized in the Lord’s Name
All who want the Holy Spirit dwelling in their hearts must be baptized in the Lord’s name. The twelve believers in Ephesus who did not yet have the Holy Spirit dwelling in their hearts received the Holy Spirit only after Paul baptized them in the Lord’s name (Acts 19:2–6). All who do not yet have the Holy Spirit in their hearts must understand and practice the following two biblical teachings concerning “receiving the Holy Spirit given by God”:
(1) Have saving faith. The twelve believers in Ephesus were subsequently able to receive the Holy Spirit because they heard the word Paul preached and came to have faith that could save them. The distinguishing feature of this faith is believing that Jesus of Nazareth is Christ the Lord, risen from the dead (Acts 4:10). Only this Jesus is the Savior who is “God become flesh” (John 1:1, 14), who came into the world to save people from sin (Matthew 1:21). People must believe in the “true Jesus” with these qualities in order to receive salvation (Acts 4:12).
(2) One must obey God. All who want to be baptized in the Lord’s name must obey God, because God gives the Holy Spirit only to those willing to obey him (Acts 5:32). All who do not have the Holy Spirit in their hearts are “outsiders” who do not belong to Christ (Romans 8:9). These “outsiders” are those in God’s church who “do not know God” (1 Corinthians 15:34), “pretend to be Christians” (2 Corinthians 11:13), and “harm the Lord’s servants” (2 Timothy 4:14). These “outsiders” in God’s household must suffer before they can possibly turn back and believe in the Lord (Psalm 119:67). This is why, when the prodigal son was starving away from home, his father did not send food to meet his urgent need (Luke 15:14–16). All who understand this principle will understand why the Lord waited until the people had finished hearing the word before feeding them (Mark 8:1–8). The Lord wants people to come before him to hear the word, but does not want them to come before him solely to eat bread (Matthew 6:33; John 6:26).
May believers all have saving faith, the resolve to obey God, and the experience of baptism in the Lord’s name. With the following lyric to the tune of “Pure and Peaceful Music,” I would like to share encouragement with readers:
To the Tune of “Pure and Peaceful Music” (清平樂)
Surrender to God
Think upon the cross;

The Savior laid down his life.

All who believe in the Lord’s resurrection

Will have the Holy Spirit given to them.

If believers want to receive blessing,

They must belong to Christ.

The clear sign of salvation (Note 5)

Is surrender to God.

Translation note
All of the author’s theological interpretations, historical and word-origin claims, watch-authentication illustration, and references are retained as supplied, without fact certification. The distinction between being moved by the Holy Spirit and receiving the Holy Spirit as a gift is preserved, including the Chinese wordplay translated “moved but unwilling to move.” The source supplies no reference after its opening Romans 8:9 quotation; none has been added there. Note 5 appears later in this original.
The Book
Chapter Five: Show the Marks of New Life
Chapter Five: Show the Expression of New Life
Believers must have new life that is true to its name, because this is the prerequisite for people to come before the Lord and worship him (John 4:24). When the Lord was on earth, he hated people’s pretense, and therefore pronounced woe upon the hypocrites (Matthew 23:13). The Lord loves honest people, because all who are truly honest are willing to bow before the truth and thus accept Jesus as Christ the Lord. Nathanael was able to believe in the Lord because he was a man with no deceit in his heart (John 1:47, 49). All who are willing to be honest in heart before the Lord can live out the expression of new life before the people of the world, bringing glory to God’s name. The man who suffered from leprosy and was healed by the Lord was a good believer who was both willing to show his new life to the priests and willing to return before the Lord to give glory to God (Luke 17:14–18). As the saying goes, facts are stronger than forceful argument. One believer’s new life surpasses the preaching of ten religious people who have not been born again. Lazarus, who possessed resurrection life, brought many Jews to believe in the Lord without saying a single word (John 12:11). Judas the traitor, who had been taught before the Lord for more than three years, not only could not lead people to the Lord, but himself became a “son of perdition” (John 17:12). This shows that the prospect for those without genuine new life is tragic. All who do not want to follow in Judas’s footsteps should take the following actions, so that their new life will have genuine substance:
1. Have God’s Love in Your Heart
What is “God’s love” (Romans 5:8)? The original Greek meaning of “God’s love” (αγαπη) is “being willing to pay a price for the other person’s greatest benefit” (John 3:16). In Old Testament Hebrew, “God’s love” mostly appears in verbal form (אהב), with three meanings: “delight in” (Psalm 40:16), “be close to” (Proverbs 18:24), and “love to practice” (Hosea 12:7). From this we can see that all who have God’s love in their hearts will have the qualities of joy, warmth toward others, and love for practicing the Lord’s word. Any “love” without these qualities belongs to the lower level of “feelings of mutual exploitation.” This answers why the historical “sworn brothers” Liu Bang and Xiang Xin (項信, as printed) “turned against each other and became enemies.”
Because “God’s love” is God’s nature (1 John 4:8), and true Christians are people who have God’s nature (2 Peter 1:4), “having God’s love in one’s heart” is naturally the sign of a true Christian. Because Paul had God’s love in his heart (Romans 8:35), the Lord regarded him as his “chosen vessel” (Acts 9:15). In contrast, because the disciple Judas did not love the Lord, he was regarded by the Lord as a “son of perdition” (Luke 22:3–6; John 17:12). May all who want God’s love in their hearts have God’s Spirit dwelling within, because God’s love is poured into believers’ hearts by the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:5). The Philippian jailer, who had treated Paul as a prisoner, believed in the Lord; only then did he use God’s love to welcome Paul as a family member (Acts 16:24, 34).
2. Carry Out God’s Will
The Greek for God’s “will” (θελημα) is translated “intention” in another passage (Luke 12:47). Thus “God’s will” is “God’s intention.” God’s intention can be “revealed” or “mysterious.” An example of the former is “love one another,” which the Lord required believers to practice: this was the Lord’s public command to the disciples (John 13:34). An example of the latter is God’s “mysterious will,” a “mystery” made known to believers only when the time is ripe (Ephesians 1:8–12). Believers must have new life before they will know (Romans 12:2) and practice (Psalm 115:17) God’s will. The rich young man who came before the Lord to ask about eternal life could not carry out the Lord’s instructions because he lacked the power to overcome himself (Mark 10:22). Yet Saul, who had persecuted the church, had power to overcome himself (1 Corinthians 9:27). The secret of his ability to overcome himself was “being willing to be a servant of Jesus Christ” (Romans 1:1). Because he had a servant’s mindset, Paul could gladly carry out God’s will. On his second missionary journey, Paul willingly changed his itinerary and, in accordance with God’s will, brought the gospel into Europe (Acts 16:7–10).
Believers must have the mindset of being willing to carry out God’s will, because believing in the Lord means accepting Jesus as “Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). If believers are willing to carry out God’s will, they will be like Noah, able to escape the natural calamity that will come upon the world (2 Peter 3:6–7). Today, quite a few people foresee the catastrophe that will come upon the earth and are thinking of ways to seek refuge on planets in outer space. This is very childish thinking. Can people who escape the earth really escape the Creator’s jurisdiction? Can people who cannot survive on earth, where everything is provided, really live on barren Mars? Even if they can survive, is such living still human life? Why not choose the better and simpler method? This better method is to follow in the prodigal’s footsteps: be reconciled with the father and receive his provision and protection (Luke 15:20–23).
In the “story of the prodigal,” the prodigal escaped death because he was willing to repent and return home in accordance with his father’s wishes. The key to his repentance was his “coming to his senses” (Luke 15:17). This spiritual “awakening” comes from the prompting of the Holy Spirit. Since “the Lord’s words are spirit and life” (John 6:63), a person’s “hearing the Lord’s word” is the prerequisite for “being moved by the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:37). Scripture says that faith comes from Christ’s word (Romans 10:17). It also says that people can call Jesus Lord through the Holy Spirit’s prompting (1 Corinthians 12:3). Thus all who want new life must accept Christ’s word and obey the Holy Spirit’s prompting. According to Dr. John Sung’s autobiography, when he went to study at Union Theological Seminary in the United States in 1926, he had not been born again and saved. Only on February 10, 1927, through his willingness to confess his sins to God, did he receive the Holy Spirit. In the process of his life’s transformation, Dr. Sung passed through five stages: “hearing the word,” “the Spirit’s prompting,” “repentance,” “receiving the Spirit,” and “new birth.” We can see that fulfilling the conditions for receiving new life is the will that God wants believers to carry out. All who are willing to carry out this will can receive new life, and will naturally show its expression.
3. Have the Hope of Eternal Life
Scripture says, “Faith is the substance (υποστασις) of things hoped for” (Hebrews 11:1), and the Greek meaning of “substance” is also “essential being” (Hebrews 1:3). Therefore, the relationship between “faith” and “hope” is like that between a “film negative” and “the photograph developed from it”: the former is the latter’s “source.” Thus believers’ hope is the display of their genuine faith. This is why Paul said in his letter to the Romans, “Our salvation depends on hope” (Romans 8:24). Because “faith” is the prerequisite for receiving eternal life (John 3:16), and “hope” is the “true image” developed from the “negative of faith,” “having the hope of eternal life” is the sign that believers can receive salvation. That is to say, only a believer who, like Abraham, has hope for the heavenly homeland is a citizen of the kingdom of heaven with genuine new life. May believers all follow Abraham’s good example, longing for their heavenly home, willing to live simply in this world, and willing to wait for the Lord’s return (Hebrews 11:9, 16). Only believers with this genuine new life are fit to be citizens of the kingdom of heaven (Colossians 3:1–4).
If believers have spiritual wisdom, they will choose to live simply in this world (1 Timothy 6:7). Because Noah had wisdom, he prepared much food and many supplies in the ark rather than storing large quantities of gold, silver, and treasure in his old house, because he knew that the day when the flood would submerge the world was near. If today’s believers could see that the day when great fire will melt the earth is approaching (2 Peter 3:12–13), they would learn from Noah and wisely do what ought to be done (2 Peter 3:14). What believers ought to do today is repent and believe the gospel (Mark 1:15), receive eternal life in Christ (Romans 6:23), and preach the gospel to all peoples (Mark 16:15), so that all peoples may become the Lord’s disciples (Matthew 28:19). All who are willing to do this can not only receive salvation themselves, but also bring blessing to many (John 12:11). With the following lyric to the tune of “Partridge Sky,” I would like to share encouragement with readers:
To the Tune of “Partridge Sky” (鷓鴣天)
Always Remain in Christ
Those with love seek others’ benefit;

With genuine faith, one can see miracles.

If you set your mind on things above,

You will willingly spread the Lord’s message far and wide.

In danger and trouble, there is no need for alarm.

With the Lord present, you will surely overcome the enemy.

May you always remain in Christ (Note 6),

Receiving the Holy Spirit’s great power.

Translation note
The source name 項信 is retained as Xiang Xin (項信), without substituting a different historical person. The author’s historical account, full dates, five-stage explanation, source claims, and all citations—including Psalm 115:17 in the discussion of practicing God’s will—are preserved as supplied. The source typo 拉撤路 is rendered Lazarus from context. Note 6 is supplied later in this original.
The Book
Chapter Six: Know the Different Ends
Chapter Six: Know the Different Outcomes
Because people suffer from the fault of “superstition,” there are still people in the world today who believe in “clay bodhisattvas that cannot even protect themselves while crossing a stream.” All who have a high IQ will believe only facts supported by “evidence.” Some facts may not be visible to the eye, but can be known through visible “evidence.” For example, the “evidence” that Jesus Christ rose from the dead (1 Corinthians 15:3–6) enables people to know that Jesus is a “true God” different from a “clay bodhisattva” (Romans 1:4). Sadly, some nominal believers in the world today use the secular theories of certain famous people to speak at length from church pulpits about “prosperity theology” and a “cheap gospel.” Some religious people who do not fear God go astray on their own way, with the result that scandals of “sexual assault” and “seeking private gain” continually leak out of certain religious organizations. These people who depart from truth and are corrupt in character mostly belong to the religious people who do not know God (1 Corinthians 15:34). Because they do not know God, they suppose God will not bring calamity (Isaiah 45:7). They go astray on their own way, not knowing that God will repay people for evil deeds (2 Corinthians 5:10). May these people who are ignorant in spiritual matters promptly seek God and turn to him, so that they can have a good outcome in the future (Isaiah 55:6–11). All who care about their future happiness should know the following three different outcomes that people will have:
1. Enter God’s Kingdom
Because the original Greek meaning of God’s “kingdom” (βασιλεια) is “rule,” the Lord Jesus said to the disciples, “God’s kingdom is within your hearts” (Luke 17:21). This means that if believers are willing to obey the true word in their hearts (Romans 1:5) and carry out God’s will, they can enter God’s kingdom (Matthew 7:21). All who are willing to choose entry into God’s kingdom have spiritual intelligence, because those in God’s kingdom will no longer have darkness, sorrow, or pain (Revelation 21:4; 22:5). God once allowed the apostle Paul to visit the third heaven (2 Corinthians 12:2). After returning, Paul told the brothers and sisters of the Philippian church that being above was “incomparably better.” Were it not for the holy work of the gospel on earth, Paul would not have chosen to return (Philippians 1:23–25). In fact, those who have not been born again are not choosing today between “entering the kingdom of heaven” and “remaining on earth,” but between “entering the kingdom of heaven” and “falling into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:15). Anyone who understands this will certainly choose to strive to enter the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 11:12).
All who are willing to strive to enter the kingdom of heaven must be “humble in spirit” (πτωχοι  τω  πνευματι) and “willing to be persecuted for righteousness,” because these were the Lord’s requirements for those who wanted to enter the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 5:3, 10).
According to the Greek meaning, “humble in spirit” is “poor in spirit.” All who are humble in spirit know that they have nothing, and therefore will rely on the Lord’s grace to enter the kingdom of heaven. Because they are willing to suffer, they can become people who withstand testing and are fit to enter the kingdom of heaven (Acts 14:22).
2. Be Rebuked by the Lord
Just as the objects in a garage are not necessarily cars, church members do not become true Christians simply by being in a church. Thus some unspiritual believers certainly exist in God’s church. Because these believers are fleshly, they frequently create disputes in the church (1 Corinthians 3:3). In the Lord’s eyes, they are spiritual infants who do not grow up (1 Corinthians 3:1). There were quite a few such believers in the Corinthian church. Although they will be saved when the Lord returns, they will meet him empty-handed and be rebuked by him (1 Corinthians 3:15). Through the apostle Paul, the Lord warned them to keep themselves pure, lest God destroy them (1 Corinthians 3:17). In Revelation, the Lord also rebuked those in the Pergamum church who followed the teaching of the Nicolaitans, indulged the flesh, and acted recklessly, telling them to repent promptly (Revelation 2:14–16).
Believers must have a correct biblical understanding of “the flesh.” According to biblical revelation, the body is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord (1 Corinthians 6:13). The sexually immoral cannot inherit God’s kingdom (1 Corinthians 6:9–10), because fleshly people are enemies of God (Romans 8:7). God’s punishment of those who practice sexual immorality is extremely severe. Because the Israelites began practicing sexual immorality with Moabite women at Shittim in the wilderness (Numbers 25:1), God let twenty-three thousand of them fall dead in a single day (1 Corinthians 10:8). God shows no favoritism (Romans 2:11). He will not lightly pardon those guilty of sexual immorality. When King David committed sexual immorality (1 Samuel 11:2–4, as printed), God made him pay the price of “ten concubines being seized by Absalom” (2 Samuel 16:22) and “four sons all dying” (2 Samuel 12:18; 13:29; 18:15; 1 Kings 2:2, as printed). God allowed this disgraceful matter to be recorded in Scripture to “warn later generations” (1 Corinthians 10:11), so that believers would know he is holy (Leviticus 11:44) and “will by no means treat the guilty as innocent” (Nahum 1:3). Because God is faithful (1 John 1:9), “brings calamity” (Isaiah 45:7), and “cannot deny himself” (2 Timothy 2:13), he will certainly not lightly pardon sinners who knowingly persist in sin (Hebrews 10:26). May believers still living in sin soon turn back and repent sincerely, so that their bitterness may give way to sweetness and they may receive God’s blessing (Luke 15:18–23).
Because God knows people’s thoughts from afar (Psalm 139:2), believers cannot live at ease in sin. Since God hates those who divorce their wives and treat their wives violently (Malachi 2:16), divorced believers in today’s church should use God’s “love” (αγαπη) to love their spouses, so that the people of the world can recognize them as the Lord’s disciples (John 13:34–35). May believers still living in sin promptly awaken and turn back, because their spiritual condition is unacceptable to the Lord (Revelation 2:4–5). If they want to receive the crown of righteousness in the future as the apostle Paul did, they too must be like Paul, willing to be “crucified with the Lord” (Galatians 2:20) and to “love the Lord’s appearing” (2 Timothy 4:8). May believers all have Job’s good attitude and, in response to God’s rebuke (Job 40:8), immediately and deeply repent of their former wrongs (Job 42:6), so that they can receive more good recompense before Christ’s judgment seat in the future (2 Corinthians 5:10).
3. Be Thrown into the Lake of Fire
According to biblical revelation, all whose names are not written in the book of life will be thrown into the lake of fire in the future (Revelation 20:15). Their names are not in the book of life because they did not live victorious lives while in the world (Revelation 3:5). In the Lord’s eyes, the sign of believers’ victory is sincere love for God (Matthew 10:37). All who do not love God will not only be abandoned by God (Revelation 2:4–5), but will also be regarded by him as “accursed” (1 Corinthians 16:22).
Since whether people love God is their own decision, whether they will be thrown into the lake of fire in the future is the result of each person’s choice. Adam and Eve were driven out of the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:24) because they chose to disobey God’s will for the forbidden fruit (Genesis 3:6). Consequently, for their choice they paid the price of separation from God (Genesis 2:17; Isaiah 59:2). The two robbers crucified with the Lord had different outcomes because their decisions differed. The robber who chose to love the Lord ended up with him in Paradise (Luke 23:43), while the other would spend eternal life in suffering in the lake of fire, where he had not minded going (Revelation 20:10).
Just as the earth will not cease revolving around the sun because someone does not believe in it, God likewise will not refrain from throwing those who have not been born again into the lake of fire because someone does not believe. Since this is so, all who are wise should guard their hearts (Proverbs 4:23), so that they do not lose the ability to accept the truth. All who are willing to care for themselves should be honest with God and resist the devil (John 4:24; James 4:7). Those who are dishonest with God will end up with “futile thoughts” (Romans 1:21). Those who dare resist the devil will, because the devil flees (James 4:4, as printed), avoid having their mind’s eyes blinded by him (2 Corinthians 4:4). This shows that whether people can receive eternal life is related to whether they are willing to fulfill their responsibility (John 3:16). Only “those willing to come” could receive the living water that the Lord offered to everyone (John 7:37). All who do not want to be thrown into the lake of fire must promptly and responsibly believe in the Lord, for the Creator does not want even one person to perish (2 Peter 3:9). I would like to use the following lyric to the tune of “Bodhisattva Barbarian” to conclude this chapter’s message:
To the Tune of “Bodhisattva Barbarian” (菩薩蠻)
There Are Different Outcomes
Believers’ faith in the Lord

Determines each person’s destiny. (Note 7)

If you persist in following the Lord,

You will surely enter God’s kingdom.

If you are not strict in disciplining yourself,

You will be rebuked by the Lord.

If you are unwilling to practice the word,

You will fall into the fire and burn.

Translation note
The source’s mismatched references 1 Samuel 11:2–4, 1 Kings 2:2, and James 4:4 are retained explicitly, without replacing them. The source’s unclosed punctuation after the four-son reference list has been closed for readability. All stated numbers, author interpretations, quoted imagery, and degrees of certainty are preserved, including the phrase about spending eternal life in suffering. Note 7 appears later in this original.
The Book
Chapter Seven: Believe the Bible’s Original Sense
Chapter Seven: Believe the Bible’s Original Meaning
Because the Bible was originally written in Hebrew and Greek (with a small portion of the Old Testament also in Aramaic), believers inevitably mistake some Bible translators’ “human ideas” for the Bible’s “original meaning.” To make the Bible “accessible,” some Bible translators at times unwittingly distort its original meaning. In my fields of service to God over the past several decades, I have discovered quite a few erroneous beliefs arising from mistranslations of Scripture. May the book Discard the False and Preserve the True enable me to share these discoveries with Bible readers. May readers all have Zilu’s cultivated attitude of “rejoicing when someone tells him of his faults” (Mencius, “Gongsun Chou,” Part One). May they have the attitude of bowing before the truth as they accept the following biblical teachings concerning “believing the Bible’s original meaning”:
1. Know the True Meaning of the Original Language
The “true meaning of the original language” differs from “the translator’s meaning.” The former is “the meaning that comes from the Holy Spirit”; the latter is “the translator’s own opinion.” Once, a missionary went to an American university campus on a weekend to visit students who had come to study in the United States. By chance he found about ten overseas students squatting by the roadside waiting for a bus. The missionary approached and asked why they were squatting on the ground to wait for the bus. One of them pointed to the roadside sign. The missionary looked up and saw that it said, “No  Standing.” Smiling, he said to the students, “Stand up. The words on the sign are addressed to drivers. They mean that vehicles may not stop here, not that you may not stand while waiting for the bus.” This amusing anecdote about a misunderstanding shows us the difference between the “true meaning” and the “translated meaning.” I hope to be like the missionary in the joke, helping those who misunderstand to grasp the difference between the “true meaning” of God’s revelation and Bible translators’ “translated meaning.” Below are several typical examples I have discovered over the years in the Chinese Union Version of the Bible, in which “the original-language Bible’s meaning” has been translated as “the translator’s own view”:
	Scripture	Meaning of the original-language Bible	Translated meaning in the Chinese Union Version
	(1) Genesis 2:6	“He became a living soul”	“He became a living person with a spirit”
	(2) Genesis 2:18	“Make a helper suitable for him”	“Make a spouse to help him”
	(3) 1 Chronicles 4:10	“Keep me from evil”	“Protect me from suffering calamity”
	(4) Psalm 1:3	“Everything he does prospers”	“Everything he does goes smoothly”
	(5) Acts 2:38	“You will certainly receive the Holy Spirit as a gift”	“You will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given”
	(6) Acts 16:31	“If your household believes, it too will certainly be saved”	“You and your household will all certainly be saved”
	(7) James 2:26	“The body without the spirit is dead”	“The body without the soul is dead”
	(8) 1 Peter 2:9	“Have a royal priestly function”	“Are royal priests”

May all who participate in translating the Bible respect the meaning of the original-language Bible with hearts that fear God, because God’s punishment of those who tamper with his revelation is extremely severe (Revelation 22:18–19).
2. Only Then Have a Good Outcome
Because the God we worship is faithful, all who know and are willing to carry out God’s revelation will certainly have a good outcome (Deuteronomy 7:9). When God commanded Abraham to offer his only son Isaac to God as a burnt offering, Abraham knew that this meant his only son was about to die (Hebrews 11:19), yet he still obeyed the command (Genesis 22:3). Afterward, Abraham not only received back a son willing to offer himself to God, but also received the great blessing God had promised (Genesis 22:9–12, 17).
Those who know God’s will but do not carry it out to the end will not have a good outcome. The man of God sent by God to perform a task in Bethel mistakenly believed an old prophet’s lie. As a result, because he did not hold firmly to God’s instructions, a lion bit him to death (1 Kings 13:15–22). From the lesson of this man of God’s failure, believers can learn the following two lessons:
(1) Believers should accept the fact that God tests people. God’s purpose in testing believers is to see whether they are truly willing to keep his commandments (Deuteronomy 8:2). All who withstand testing will receive God’s blessing, and God will thereby also receive glory. God allowed Job to undergo suffering to rid him of the fault of self-righteousness so that he could become a new creation (Job 40:8; 42:5), making him worthy to receive God’s blessing, and thereby letting the world see God’s compassion and mercy in Job (James 5:11). All who understand God’s intention will praise God in every affliction (Acts 16:25).
(2) Without trustworthy evidence, believers should not readily believe people. Those who lack the ability to distinguish right from wrong will be deceived and suffer loss. Because Eve lacked discernment, she readily believed Satan’s words; as a result, because she sinned but did not repent, God drove her out of the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:4–6, 16). This shows that believers will pay a price for their own decisions (James 1:15). May believers all have God-given wisdom to reject those who preach “another gospel” (Galatians 1:6), so that they do not fall from their firm position (the source prints 後前3:17).
All who want a good outcome in the future must fear God, so that they have wisdom from God (Psalm 111:10) and can make right decisions that receive his blessing (Ecclesiastes 7:12). All who are willing to do this can be like Caleb among Israel’s twelve spies: daring to stand against the opinions of the majority and persevering in carrying out God’s will, they will receive God’s blessing throughout their lives and attain success and renown (Numbers 14:9; Joshua 14:10–13). May believers learn from the good example of the people of Nineveh: fear God, heed the message preached by God’s servant, and willingly confess their sins sincerely, so that they can stay far from calamity (Jonah 3:5, 10).
It is extremely important that believers accept the true meaning of the original-language Bible, because only those who have God’s word in their hearts will have the Holy Spirit’s work and the experience of transformation into new life (John 6:63). The reason the Reverend John Wesley was able to be born again was that, on the evening of May 24, 1738, at a prayer meeting in a London church, he heard someone reading the biblical truth of justification by faith written by Martin Luther. At that time he felt the Holy Spirit flow through his whole body like a warm current. That evening Wesley was born again through understanding the truth, taking the first step toward his later founding of the Methodist Church.
Translation note
This comparison table reproduces the author’s two meaning columns and eight numbered references; it is not an independent certification of Bible translation claims. The source prints Genesis 2:6 for the living-soul quotation and the malformed 後前3:17; both are retained explicitly. The original English sign “No  Standing” and all historical dates are preserved. The table’s royal-priestly “function” renders 職務 in this exact source version.
3. Be Upright in Heart
Believers must have upright hearts before they can keep God’s statutes (Psalm 119:7–8). The Hebrew for “upright” (ישר) is also translated “just” in the Old Testament (Daniel 11:17). Thus believers must be just in their dealings before they will be willing to accept and obey the Bible’s true meaning. Because Job was blameless and upright (Job 1:1), he could quickly accept God’s correction (Job 40:8; 42:6). May believers choose to “be upright in heart,” for our God is upright (Deuteronomy 32:4), and he saves (Psalm 7:10) and gives good things (Psalm 84:11) to the upright. All whose hearts are not right have no share in God’s word (Acts 8:21). Those with upright consciences can, on the basis of objective information, accept the true meaning of the original-language Bible. Below are “eight pieces of objective information” from the “original-language Bible” that I offer to those with upright consciences:
(1) “A living soul” (Genesis 2:6): Since the Hebrew word נפש means “soul” (Psalm 16:10), rendering it “a living person” is a mistranslation.
(2) “A helper suitable for him” (Genesis 2:18): The Hebrew עזר is a noun meaning “help” (Psalm 33:20), and the Hebrew word נגד means “before” (2 Kings 1:13). Therefore, the meaning of the original-language Bible here should be “a helper before him.”
(3) “Keep from evil” (1 Chronicles 4:10): Because the Hebrew word רעה means “sin and evil” (Psalm 97:10) or “evil deeds” (1 Kings 2:44), Jabez was asking God to keep him far from evil, not to “suffer no calamity.”
(4) “Everything prospers” (Psalm 1:3): Because the Hebrew word צלח means “prosper” (Daniel 6:28), it cannot be translated “go smoothly.” If Daniel had “enjoyed everything going smoothly,” there would have been no “entering the lions’ den” (Daniel 6:16, 28).
(5) “The Holy Spirit as a gift” (Acts 2:38): Because the Greek δωρεαν means “gift” (2 Thessalonians 3:8) and is originally a “noun,” it cannot be treated as a verb and translated “give.”
(6) “If your household believes, all will certainly be saved” (Acts 16:31): According to Greek grammar, the “belief” that Paul told the jailer was necessary for him to be saved is likewise the condition for the jailer’s whole household to be saved. In another passage, King David “ate” the consecrated bread in the temple and also gave it to his followers to “eat” (Luke 6:4). Although the Greek text there has no word for the followers’ “eating,” the Chinese Bible translators nevertheless translated the followers’ “eat.”
(7) “The body without the spirit is dead” (James 2:26): Because the Greek πνευμα means “spirit” (Acts 2:38), it cannot be translated “soul” (ψυχη) (Acts 20:10).
(8) “Priestly function” (1 Peter 2:9): Because the Greek ιερατευμα means “priestly function” (Luke 1:9), not “priest” (ιερευς). There is no position of priest in God’s church (Ephesians 4:11), because through his one offering the high priest Jesus Christ has already borne the sins of many, and from then on there is no further need to offer sacrifices for sin (Hebrews 9:28; 10:18).
If biblical mistranslations are compared to spiritual “counterfeit medicine,” readers can imagine the seriousness of accepting “mistranslations.” Below are the harmful effects on Bible readers that will result from the eight mistranslations by Bible translators listed earlier in the section “Know the True Meaning of the Original Language”:
(1) Translators subjectively change “soul” to “person,” leaving readers unaware that they themselves are souls. Consequently, they seek only bodily health and do not care about the outcome of their own souls.
(2) Translators render the meaning “before” as “spouse” and change “helper” into “help him.” This translation that “does not accord with the original meaning” leaves wives unaware of the Creator’s will that they always be before their husbands as their husbands’ assistants. The high divorce rate in the world today is related to wives’ not knowing the Creator’s will.
(3) Translating “keep from evil” as “suffer no calamity” raises the suspicion of trying to win people over, because Bible translators should know that believers must undergo many hardships before they can enter God’s kingdom (Acts 14:22).
(4) Translating “prosper” as “go smoothly” makes believers suffering hardship doubt God’s word. Scripture says that God will protect believers, but does not say that believers will have smooth sailing in everything (Psalm 23:4).
(5) Translating the noun “gift” as the verb “give” leaves believers unaware of the promise that “those who are born again will have the Holy Spirit dwelling in their hearts as a gift” (Ephesians 3:17). Many believers today have been moved by the Holy Spirit, but because they have not obeyed God, they have not yet received the Holy Spirit as a gift in their hearts (Acts 19:2). These people who have not been born again lack the concept that those who are born again must have the Holy Spirit as a gift in their hearts. Consequently, even though the Holy Spirit is not in their hearts, they think that they have already been born again and saved.
(6) Translators omit the “belief” necessary for the jailer’s whole household to be saved. As a result, this produces the misunderstanding that “when one person attains the Way, even the chickens and dogs ascend to heaven,” becoming an error contrary to God’s will (Ezekiel 14:20).
(7) Translating “spirit” as “soul” causes preachers who understand only Chinese to misinterpret the Bible.
(8) Mistranslators create a “position of priest,” enabling those who have not been born again and do not submit to God’s servants to use their “status as priests” to oppose pastors, turning some churches into “Corinthian-type” churches.
May believers all be willing to follow the revelation of the original-language Bible. With a lyric to the tune of “The Diviner,” I would like to share encouragement with readers:
To the Tune of “The Diviner” (卜算子)
Believers should be reasonable,

To avoid provoking God to anger.

In former days the people went their own way

And fell dead in the wilderness.

Mistranslated sentences of Scripture

Are not the meaning of the original language.

May you have both courage and wisdom,

Daring to abandon the “false.” (Note 8)

Translation note
The eight lexical explanations and eight stated consequences are the author’s claims and are translated without editorial alteration. All Greek/Hebrew words and references are preserved exactly as supplied, including Genesis 2:6 and the lexical claims attached to 2 Thessalonians 3:8 and Luke 1:9. “Priestly function” renders 職務, distinct from the later “position of priest” (祭司職位). The chickens-and-dogs proverb retains its literal image of others benefiting through one person. Note 8 appears later in this original.
Conclusion
Conclusion
Because the Lord Jesus is the truth (John 14:6), all who belong to the Lord should choose to practice the “truth” (αληθεια). The Lord required the disciples to worship God in spirit and “honesty” (αληθεια) (John 4:24). Because “truth” and “honesty” translate the same Greek word, αληθεια, practicing the truth is the prerequisite for believers to worship God. Seen in this light, “discarding the false and preserving the true” is what every believer should do. In this book, I have provided believers with light from the original-language Bible, so that readers have a biblical standard for distinguishing the true from the false. May readers have the noble bearing of Yu the Great, who “bowed when he heard good words” (Mencius, “Gongsun Chou,” Part One, in the Four Books), so that God receives glory.
According to biblical teaching, all believers who want to be saved must believe that Jesus has risen from the dead (Romans 8:9, as printed). The “faith” of those who believe in the Lord to obtain small favors and benefits does not meet the Lord’s requirement. According to the Lord’s requirement, all who want to believe in him must repent (Mark 1:15). Those who do not do this will, like Simon of Samaria, become nominal believers (Acts 8:13, 22). Believers must accept Jesus as the risen Lord and sincerely repent; only then will they willingly choose the truth and abandon false teaching (Acts 2:36–42). Those without these qualities will follow in the footsteps of the rich young man who left the Lord sorrowfully (Mark 10:21–22).
Many preachers today preach an “altered gospel” for gain (Galatians 1:7). Many believers also come to church “only for bread” (John 6:26). Moved by the Lord, I wrote this book to exhort believers to return to biblical revelation. May they, in the light of the original-language Bible, discard the false and preserve the true, meet the Lord’s requirements, and meet the Lord in peace and safety. For this purpose, I respectfully offer the following lyric to the tune of “Magnolia Blossom,” with its “title formed by the initial characters” (“Acronym”), to share encouragement with readers:
To the Tune of “Magnolia Blossom” (木蘭花)
Discard the False and Preserve the True, Based on Scripture (棄偽存真，基於聖經)
棄 — The days that abandon me cannot be kept;

偽 — Falsely translated Scripture passages must be repaired. (Note 9)

存 — Disciples who have hearts that love God

真 — Truly can be saved through faith.

基 — Christ constantly pleads for sinners;

於 — His heart could not bear it, so he became a prisoner in their place.

聖 — The Lord has already paid the saints’ debt of sin;

經 — Experiencing forgiveness, they are forever free of worry.

Translation note
The source’s initial-character poem spells 棄偽存真，基於聖經. Its eight initial Chinese characters are shown beside the corresponding translated lines so the acrostic remains visible; the English is a close translation, not an invented English acrostic. The source’s English term “Acronym” is preserved. Romans 8:9 is retained as printed for the resurrection-belief statement. Note 9 is supplied later in this original.
Appendix: The Believer Who Meets the Scriptural Standard
Appendix: The Believer Who Meets the Scriptural Standard
Believers Who Meet Biblical Standards
The Bible is God’s revelation to humanity, given so that people may believe God and become complete (2 Timothy 3:16–17). God wants believers to be perfect (Matthew 5:48) because he is a God who values quality. His purpose in commanding Abraham to offer his only son Isaac was to test Abraham’s reverence for God, and then decide whether to let him receive great spiritual blessing (Genesis 22:12, 17). All believers who understand God’s intention will, like Paul, strive to meet God’s requirements, so that they qualify to receive God’s reward (Philippians 3:12, 14). All who have this desire to pursue should strive to attain the following six biblical standards:
1. Be Born Again and Saved
The Lord told the highly respected Nicodemus that he must be born again, because unless a person is born again, he cannot see God’s kingdom (John 3:3). “Being born again” means being born of the Holy Spirit (John 3:6). Those born of the Holy Spirit have new life in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17), and so are called people who have been born again. If this new life of those born again is nourished by God’s word, it can grow unto salvation (1 Peter 2:2). The substance of this new life is the Holy Spirit dwelling in believers’ hearts (Ephesians 3:17; Acts 2:38). With the Holy Spirit dwelling in their hearts, believers become “new creations” (2 Corinthians 5:17). These new people will “steadfastly keep the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, the breaking of bread, and prayer” (Acts 2:42). Anyone who does not show this expression of new life is a “religious person” who has not been born again and saved.
Believers must have the Holy Spirit dwelling in their hearts before they are people belonging to Christ (Romans 8:9). May believers who do not yet have the Holy Spirit in their hearts be like the twelve believers in Ephesus: willing to be honest with God, admit that they do not have the Holy Spirit, and accept the guidance of God’s servant, so that they can receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:2, 5). Those unwilling to do this lack wisdom, because in God’s eyes all work done by believers who do not belong to Christ is fruitless (Matthew 7:22–23).
Believers must obey God in order to receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:32). The main reason many believers today have not received the Holy Spirit is that they are self-centered and unwilling to obey God. They like to use prayer to move God’s hand to accomplish their own purposes. In fact, they should seek God’s will in prayer and then let themselves become God’s hands to accomplish his intention. All who want to be born again must be like Paul: willing to yield before the Lord (Acts 9:4), practice his word (Acts 9:6, 8), and sincerely confess their sins (1 Timothy 1:15). If they do not do this, even if they have been baptized, they are still merely religious people who have not been born again (Acts 8:13, 21). May believers all humble themselves, so that they can receive God’s salvation (James 4:6).
2. Receive God’s Calling
God’s calling is God’s invitation. Since the church is the gathering of God’s people (Acts 7:38), and the relationship of God’s people to the Lord Jesus resembles the marriage relationship of husband and wife (Revelation 19:7), the initiative in God’s people receiving his invitation lies with God. Without an invitation from God, people cannot enter the kingdom of heaven by “crossing the border illegally.” Those who understand this will set themselves aside, be willing to learn from God’s revelation the conditions for receiving his calling, and then strive to fulfill God’s conditions so that they qualify to receive his invitation. Those unwilling to meet the Lord’s requirements will be like the rich young man who asked the Lord about eternal life: although they know the conditions for receiving eternal life, they will still go away sorrowfully (Mark 10:21–22). Another preacher recorded in Scripture was even more outrageous. He called himself a “preacher,” yet was self-centered, went astray on his own way, and in serving God did things the Lord regarded as evil. In the end he did not receive God’s calling, but received the Lord’s “expulsion order” (Matthew 7:21–23). Believers can learn the following two spiritual lessons from these two cases:
(1) Believers in the New Testament era should all believe that Jesus is the risen Lord and gladly obey his instructions (Hebrews 8:10–13). Those who know the Lord’s instructions but do not practice them cannot receive God’s calling.
(2) Believers in the New Testament era should all obey the Holy Spirit and carry out God’s will. Those who use “prayer” to “hold God hostage,” hoping thereby to achieve the aim of “going astray on their own way,” will all become “evildoers” in the Lord’s eyes.
The common characteristic of those who cannot receive God’s calling is that they do not know the Creator’s authority and goal. They disregard the truth that “those who obey Heaven prosper; those who oppose Heaven perish,” and ignore the biblical revelation of “God’s eternal plan” (Ephesians 1:9–12). Consequently, they lose their opportunity to receive eternal life. Because the Creator is the true God who “does not want even one person to perish” (2 Peter 3:9) and “will by no means treat the guilty as innocent” (Nahum 1:3), only those who have repented and love God can receive his calling (Romans 8:28). Believers’ lives after repentance should undergo a 180-degree change. Formerly they loved the world; those who have truly repented will use “God’s love” (αγαπη) to love God and others (Matthew 22:37–39). Believers’ “loving God with their whole hearts” is the condition for receiving God’s calling (Romans 8:28), while “loving their neighbors as themselves” is the expression of their sincere love for God (1 John 4:20).
If people today have no strength to repent and love God but still want his calling, they must pass through God’s “refining furnace” (Isaiah 48:10). Like the “prodigal,” they must experience suffering from which they cannot rescue themselves (Luke 15:16). Only then, amid their suffering, will they willingly cease loving the “old self” that causes them to suffer and willingly love God (Luke 15:17–20). In fact, a person’s “repenting and believing in the Lord” is a process of “awakening of the soul.”
3. Preach the Pure Gospel
Because people have a sinful nature (Romans 5:12), they all suffer from the fault of “considering themselves right” (Proverbs 21:2). Very often, what they call the “right path” is a “path of death” in God’s eyes (Proverbs 14:12). Those who understand this should, when judging whether things are right or wrong, be willing to take God’s judgment as their standard. Miriam and Aaron once had a “struggle for power” with Moses (Numbers 12:1–15). This began because Moses separated from his wife in order to converse with God every day. After Miriam learned of this, she made things difficult for Moses. Miriam thought it was wrong for Moses to use speaking with God as an excuse to separate from his wife, since she and Aaron also spoke with God. (Rashi, Numbers commentary in the Pentateuch, page 192.) Miriam’s notion that she was “right” was in substance an expression of “refusing to submit to God’s servant” because of “self-inflation.” As a result, God intervened and pronounced Miriam and Aaron guilty. Had Moses not interceded then, Miriam would have died of leprosy. The occurrence of this event provides a warning for later generations of believers (1 Corinthians 10:11). It reminds believers that whether a person’s faith is pure does not depend on the number of people or their social status, but on God’s view. Since God has written all his views in Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16–17), God’s servants today should preach the Lord’s gospel according to biblical revelation, lest they follow in Miriam and Aaron’s footsteps. Those who understand this should accept the following three biblical revelations:
(1) Preach Jesus Christ. To give believers a good example for preaching the gospel, God chose Paul and made the mystery of the gospel known to him (1 Corinthians 2:12–13; Ephesians 3:3). Through Paul’s teaching, God lets believers know that the “gospel” is the good news that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners (1 Timothy 1:15), died in their place, was buried, rose again, and appeared (1 Corinthians 15:3–8). At the end of the world, the Lord will also return to destroy the world and judge his enemies (1 Corinthians 15:24–26). Believers should preach this gospel, lest they be accursed (Galatians 1:8).
(2) Preaching must rely on the Holy Spirit. Since the purpose of preaching is to turn people from Satan’s authority to God (Acts 26:18), preachers must have the Holy Spirit working with them before they can lead people to believe in the Lord (1 Corinthians 12:3). Only because Paul was filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 9:17) and had the Lord’s Spirit working with him could he easily lead Lydia of Philippi to the Lord (16:14–15, with the book name omitted in the source). Believers who want the Holy Spirit in their hearts must follow the good example of the Reverend John Wesley. He received the Holy Spirit through believing Scripture; only afterward did he become a preacher able to lead many to the Lord.
(3) Repentance must precede belief in the word. The first words the Lord Jesus spoke when he began to preach called people to “repent and believe the gospel” (Mark 1:15). People must first repent before they can take in the gospel. Those who believe the gospel without repenting will not have the “expression of new life” of true believers (Acts 2:42). A church composed of believers without new life will become a “Sardis-type” church rebuked by the Lord (Revelation 3:1). Those who do not overcome in the matter of “pure faith” will not have their names in the Lord’s book of life (Revelation 3:5).
4. Build the Lord’s Church
Because the Lord called the “church” (εκκλησια) “my church” (Matthew 16:18), believers must honor the Lord Jesus Christ as the church’s “owner.” The Greek for “church” is translated “assembly” in another passage (Acts 19:39), showing that the “church” is “the gathering of God’s people.” In a church belonging to the Lord, its members must be the Lord’s true disciples in order to meet biblical standards. Otherwise, hanging the sign “Christian Church” above a “religious organization’s” doorway is “displaying a sheep’s head while selling dog meat”—presenting something as what it is not. Such a religious institution, with “a name but no substance” (Revelation 3:1), is unacceptable to the Lord (Revelation 3:16). All who want to build the church according to the will of its “head,” the Lord Jesus Christ (Ephesians 5:23), should obey the following three biblical teachings:
(1) True believers are all the Lord’s “servants” (δουλος) (Romans 1:1). Since the original Greek meaning of “servant” is “slave,” to put it more precisely, all who want to enter the kingdom of heaven must be slaves of the Lord Jesus Christ, because he has freed them from sin by his own blood (Revelation 1:5) and purchased them (1 Corinthians 6:20) to be citizens of the kingdom of heaven (Revelation 1:6). Being the Lord’s slave is the “threshold” that everyone who wants eternal life must cross (Romans 10:9), because this is the Lord’s requirement for his disciples (John 13:14; Luke 6:46). Every believer must meet this requirement. The Lord’s mother Mary, his brothers James and Jude, and the apostle Paul were all willing to be God’s slaves (Luke 1:38; James 1:1; Jude 1:1; Romans 1:1). Only Judas, the disciple who betrayed the Lord for personal advancement (Matthew 26:16), chose to be a slave of sin (John 8:34), and consequently ended in destruction (Proverbs 14:12).
(2) All churches belonging to the Lord should advance the gospel. The signs of the gospel’s advance are the growth of God’s word and an increase in the number of the Lord’s disciples (Acts 6:7). A church that does not preach the spirit of Scripture (2 Corinthians 3:6) and in which no one is born again is merely a religious institution, even if it has many people. Paul called born-again believers “Christ’s messengers” (2 Corinthians 5:20). The Greek for “messengers” (πρεσβευομεν) originally means “ambassadors.” Since those born again are ambassadors of the kingdom of heaven, the church should be “the kingdom of heaven’s embassy on earth.” Because those born again are heaven’s ambassadors, it is only natural that the Lord’s disciples should gladly handle people’s arrangements for “immigration to the kingdom of heaven.”
(3) Preaching the gospel should be believers’ “main occupation.” The Lord told the disciples to “go” and make all peoples his disciples (Matthew 28:19). Because the Greek for “go” (πορευθεντες) is a participle (nom. pl. masc. part.) meaning “while going,” the Lord was telling the disciples to make people his disciples wherever they went. Today’s believers change the Lord’s instruction to “preach everywhere as you go” into a culture of “preaching only when there is spare time,” contrary to the Lord’s intention. Those who do this are “going astray on their own way” and do not please the Lord (Luke 6:46).
5. Carry Out the Lord’s Commission
The commission the Lord gave the disciples was to make all peoples his disciples (Matthew 28:19). The Greek word for “make disciples” (μαθητευσατε) comes from the Greek verb μαθητευω, whose noun is μαθητης. This Greek noun is translated “student” in another passage (Matthew 10:24). Thus, in the Lord’s mind, a “disciple” may be a “student” or an “apprentice,” but should not be a “nominal believer” or a “church member.” Preachers who understand this original biblical meaning will not accept people who have not been born again as church members. Those who do not understand biblical teaching but work hard at preaching are like drivers who rush along day and night without regard for their destination: travelers with low intelligence. Perhaps there are too many such believers in the world; no wonder the Lord said that “few find (eternal life)” (Matthew 7:14). The church today seems to be gradually declining. According to American statistics, the divorce rate in today’s church is already as high as that outside the church. Among young church members who attend university, nine out of ten no longer attend the church’s Sunday worship. As the saying goes, seeing one leaf reveals that autumn has come. From these figures, we can know that this generation’s believers are performing poorly in carrying out the Lord’s Great Commission. May all believers who love the Lord recognize their shame and turn back, and in the days ahead strictly practice the following two biblical principles for the Lord:
(1) Those receiving baptism must meet biblical qualifications (Acts 2:36–38). According to biblical revelation, all who want to be baptized into Christ (Galatians 3:27) must believe that Jesus is Christ the Lord (Acts 2:36), who has risen from the dead (Acts 2:32). Those wanting baptism must first repent sincerely, asking God to forgive their past sins (failing to glorify God), iniquities (deceit), and transgressions (rebellion against God) (Psalm 32:5). Only then should they receive baptism administered by a pastor who has been born again and saved, in a church with pure faith. Peace and joy after baptism are the sign that the baptized person can receive eternal life in Christ (Romans 6:23). Those receiving baptism who do not meet biblical requirements will not have the new life that “steadfastly keeps the apostles’ teaching” (Acts 2:42).
(2) Believers must have lives that “teach by words and by example.” “Teaching by words” refers to a preacher’s pure teaching given to others (1 Timothy 4:13), while “teaching by example” is the preacher’s testimony of “setting an example through personal conduct” (Philippians 4:9). Without the former, believers may follow heresy and drift away. Without the latter, believers may leave the church because they are disappointed in people. Those who want the gift of “teaching by words” must have the Holy Spirit in their hearts and understand the spirit of Scripture (2 Corinthians 3:6). Those who want the character to “teach by example” must keep a clear conscience (Acts 23:1) and walk with the Lord daily (Micah 6:8). Believers who are willing to work hard and are not lazy will have spiritual lives capable of “teaching by words and by example.” If they have the attitude that “what others do once, I do ten times,” why should believers worry about lacking mature life? May believers not blindly follow the theology that “as long as you pray, you can move God’s hand to accomplish what you want,” because this does not accord with biblical revelation (Luke 22:42; 1 John 5:14; Jeremiah 7:16; 2 Samuel 12:15–18).
6. Wait for the Lord’s Return
Waiting for the Lord’s return was the Lord’s instruction to the disciples (John 14:3). The Lord repeatedly told the disciple John that he was coming soon (Revelation 22:20). The Lord’s first coming to the world was to bear people’s sins; his next coming will be to save those who truly believe in him (Hebrews 9:28). The Lord’s return is very important because he will give those born again spiritual bodies (Philippians 3:20–21) and the status of God’s sons (Romans 8:23). Believers who believe biblical revelation will hope for the blessing of the Lord’s return (Titus 2:13), while those who do not believe will become pitiable people seeking only the benefits of this life (1 Corinthians 15:19). May all believers belonging to the Lord believe and obey the following two biblical revelations:
(1) People’s time in this world is the “period of testing” in which God allows them to receive eternal life. Believers must believe and obey the Lord Jesus while they are still living in the world in order to receive salvation for their souls. The Lord told Martha, “Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die” (John 11:26). All who want eternal life must do their utmost to believe and obey Jesus before leaving this world or before the Lord returns. Simeon, who met the holy infant Jesus in the temple, was such a person who took responsibility for himself. Because he finally came to know the holy infant Jesus before his death, he was overjoyed and continually praised God (Luke 2:27–32). Since all who want eternal life must follow the Lord (John 10:27–28), sincere believers should gladly hand over sovereignty, because this is the Lord’s requirement for disciples (Luke 16:24, as printed). Saul, who once persecuted the church, later became the Lord’s apostle because he was willing to “make my body obey me” (1 Corinthians 9:27) and let “Christ live within” (Galatians 2:20). May believers not imitate the false prophets who are willing to believe in the Lord but unwilling to hand over sovereignty to him. These people even falsely claim that God does not require believers to hand over sovereignty (Chafer; the source prints “Lewis S。Chafer,” Systematic Theology, 3:385). If they have not failed to study Scripture thoroughly (Matthew 10:38; Romans 10:9; Ephesians 4:18), then they are following their own wishes and “preaching another Jesus” (2 Corinthians 11:4).
(2) Through Paul, God disclosed his eternal plan to believers (Ephesians 3:2–6, 8–11). This plan includes God’s predestining believers to receive the status of God’s sons through Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:5). In God’s appointed plan, all things in heaven and on earth will, at God’s time, be gathered together as one in Christ. All who are born again can receive the heavenly inheritance in Christ (Ephesians 1:11, 14). All who want a share in God’s plan should fear God and practice righteousness (Acts 10:34–35), and sincerely love God (Romans 8:28–30). May believers all have the wisdom to seek first God’s kingdom and righteousness (Matthew 6:33), because all the abundance believers need has been hidden by the heavenly Father in Christ (Colossians 1:19). Since this present world and its desires will pass away (1 John 2:17), only those who do not seek good apart from God (Psalm 16:2) and who wish the Lord to return soon (Revelation 22:20) are truly good believers who meet biblical standards.
Conclusion
Because God’s original purpose in creating humanity was to glorify the Creator (Isaiah 43:7), believers’ conduct in this world should meet the biblical standards God has revealed; only then can they attain life’s purpose. Since God wants believers to receive born-again life (John 3:3), when they come before the Lord they should regard “receiving new life” as more important than “improving their living conditions.” If believers honor God as great, they must love God, so that they can be called by him and enter the kingdom of heaven (Romans 8:28). Believers should gladly be the Lord’s disciples and proclaim the pure gospel according to Scripture’s true meaning. They should preach wherever they go, and should not wait until they have spare time to preach the gospel. When preaching the Lord’s word, they must value “teaching by words together with teaching by example,” rather than being like the Pharisees who “could speak but could not act” (Matthew 23:3). Believers in this world will certainly experience God’s testing. Those who pass the test qualify to enter the kingdom of heaven. Believers must let the Holy Spirit renew their minds, so that they can understand God’s will (Romans 12:2). They should seek to become righteous people who receive life through faith (Romans 1:17), so that they have the ability to make many people the Lord’s disciples (Matthew 28:19). Such people who are righteous in God’s eyes will naturally wait for the Savior to descend from heaven, and will receive glorious spiritual bodies when the Lord returns (Philippians 3:20–21).
The above is a portrait of the new life of a believer who meets biblical standards. May readers all cultivate the attitude of “seeing a worthy person and seeking to equal him,” and have faith to rely on the Lord for sanctification (Philippians 4:13). Those willing to do this can, in this evil age, emerge from the mud without being stained, becoming faithful servants whom God uses greatly. With the following lyric to the tune of “Spring in Qin Garden,” I would like to share encouragement with God’s faithful servants:
To the Tune of “Spring in Qin Garden” (沁園春)
Conduct Must Accord with Scripture
Believers belonging to the Lord must accord with Scripture in their conduct.

Practice the Lord’s word and fear the true God; hate sin and evil, with clean hands and pure hearts.

Born of the Spirit, receive new life and become citizens of the kingdom of heaven.

God’s calling comes through love for him, a heart full of sincere affection.

Preach the Lord Jesus Christ, crucified on the cross to save sinners.

Build the Lord’s church and spread the gospel far and wide; travel to the ends of the earth, following God’s leading.

Carry out the Great Commission and lead people to the Lord; rely on the Holy Spirit to bear much fruit.

Long for the heavenly homeland; along the road to eternal life, keep the horse’s hooves moving without rest.

Translation note
This is the appendix promised in the contents. Its full six-part exposition, subpoints, conclusion, and poem are supplied. The author’s figures, historical accounts, grammatical claims, interpretations, and degrees of certainty are retained. The bare reference 16:14–15 and the mismatched Luke 16:24 remain explicit; the source typo 那穌 is rendered Jesus from context. Original English “nom. pl. masc. part.” and “Lewis S。Chafer” are preserved as printed. The last poetic line retains the horse-hoof image for unceasing progress. This exact version includes the Rashi page192 citation; it is preserved in its original position.
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Discard the False and Preserve the True (棄偽存真)
Gospel Teaching Based on the Bible in Its Original Languages
Written by Pastor David Tsang (曾大衛)
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Chapter One: Seek Genuine Faith
1. Believe That Jesus Is Lord
2. Only Then Can One Overcome the Devil
3. Believe in Jesus’ Resurrection
Chapter Two: Have Good Motives
1. Turn to the Lord out of Love
2. Be Able to Be Called by God
3. One Should Fear the True God
Chapter Three: Possess Excellent Qualifications
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2. Be Able to Receive Eternal Life
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1. Have the Holy Spirit as a Gift
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Chapter Five: Manifest New Life
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2. Do God’s Will
3. Have Hope of Eternal Life
Chapter Six: Know the Different Outcomes
1. Enter God’s Kingdom
2. Be Rebuked by the Lord
3. Be Thrown into the Lake of Fire
Chapter Seven: Believe the Bible’s Original Meaning
1. Know the True Meaning of the Original Languages
2. Only Then Have a Good Outcome
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Translation note
The eighteen automatic Word list labels in the contents are restored from this original’s numbering definitions; the other numbered contents entries are manually printed in the source. No page numbers are supplied in this contents list. The English book title is a descriptive translation.
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About the Author — Translation of the Chinese Biography
Pastor David Tsang was called to serve the Lord full time in 1967, and subsequently received theological training in Hong Kong and the United States. He earned a Bachelor of Theology at Evangel Theological College in Hong Kong, a Master of Divinity at Trinity Divinity School in Illinois, and a Master of Theology and a Doctor of Missiology at Fuller Seminary in California.
Pastor David Tsang founded the Pomona Chinese Christian Church (葡園華人基督教會) and the Blessed UM Church (衛理公會恩雨堂) in California, established the literary mission organization Agape Missions (神的愛傳道會) in Washington, DC, and began ministries including the Greater New York Metropolitan Chinese Christian Churches Association in New York, serving the greater New York area of New York State, New Jersey, and Connecticut.
Pastor Tsang served successively as senior pastor of the English-speaking Cornerstone United Methodist Church in Orange County, California; Chinese Christian Church in DC; Columbia Chinese Baptist Church in MD; and OCM Boon Church (中宣會播恩堂). He also served as a consulting pastor to several Chinese churches in the greater New York area.
Pastor Tsang has led several thousand people to the Lord in different parts of the world. He translated Making Disciples of Nations (使萬民作門徒) and published mission works including The Blazing Torch (明燈發亮), The Secrets of True Words (真道秘笈), The Rationality of Missions (宣道之理), The Rationale of Spiritual Growth (靈命成長之情理), Be a Spiritual Fisherman (作屬靈的漁夫), and Spiritual Spring and Autumn (屬靈春秋). Pastor Tsang is currently engaged in writing. He gives particular emphasis to proclaiming the truth of the Bible in its original languages and training believers to become the Lord’s true disciples.
To Know the author:
Pastor David Tsang was called by the Lord for the full time ministry of the Lord in 1967, and received his theological trainings in both Hong Kong and United States. Pastor David Tsang received the Th. B. degree from Evangel Theological College in Hong Kong, M Div. degree from Trinity Divinity School in Illinois, and both Th. M. and Doctor of Missiology degrees from Fuller Seminary in California.

Pastor David Tsang has founded the Pomona Chinese Christian Church, and the Blessed UM Church in California US, in the past. He is also the founder of the Agape Missions in DC and the Greater New York Metropolitan Chinese Christian Churches Association in the greater New York area that includes the states of New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut.

Pastor Tsang was the senior minister of the Cornerstone United Methodist Church  in Orange County CA,  Chinese Christian Church in DC, Columbia Chinese Baptist Church in MD, and the OCM Boon Church in NY. He was also a consultant pastor for many Chinese churches in the greater New York area.

Pastor Tsang was given opportunities to bring thousands people to Christ in many continents. He has translated the book called Making disciples of nations and has written many books, such as: The Blazing Torch, The Secrets of True Words, and The Rationality of Missions.  At the present, Pastor Tsang is still engaging in his writing works. He emphasizes specially on preaching the biblical truth from the original texts of the Holy Scriptures, and on training believers to become the Lord’s true disciples.

Translation note
The complete Chinese biography is translated, followed by all four existing English paragraphs without editing their grammar, wording, or internal spacing. The translated Chinese uses David’s own names Pomona Chinese Christian Church and Blessed UM Church. The Chinese biography lists six mission works while his original English lists three; that difference is preserved. Both accounts remain separately identified. “Currently” and all biographical facts are those of the source. His own English names take precedence in the translated Chinese, while the original English paragraphs remain exactly as he wrote them.
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Variant manuscript DT-0244
Translation note
These are passages from variant manuscript DT-0244, retained alongside the main reading edition based on DT-0257. They preserve the differing passages identified in the archive comparison, with complete paragraph or table context where needed. This appendix is not a newly identified book or a replacement text. Names, source slips, biblical references and Greek or Hebrew character sequences remain visible; the sequence of letters has not been silently reversed or regularized.
1. Variant passage — source line 60
Author’s Preface
2. Variant passage — source line 79
I have known Pastor David Tsang for many years. He has consistently worked hard to proclaim the gospel, lead people to the Lord, and guide them within the church to become citizens of the heavenly kingdom who take up their own responsibilities. Through Pastor Tsang’s evangelism, pastoral care, teaching, and equipping, many people have, by faith, become devoted heavenly pilgrims, members of the church, Christ’s good soldiers, and workers used by the Lord.
3. Variant passage — source line 80
In recent years Pastor Tsang has also published many fine works, sharing insights from his many years of ministry and his observations of current phenomena. His penetrating comments have benefited many readers. This book is his newest work and will surely bring you instruction and benefit.
4. Variant passage — source line 81
Many friends have numerous misunderstandings of the gospel faith. These misunderstandings produce mistaken ideas, preventing people from understanding the gospel’s true meaning and receiving the true blessed joy of salvation. Such mistaken ideas occur not only among friends who have never heard the gospel; even some believers who regularly attend church gatherings have the same difficulties: Does believing in Jesus mean only agreeing with doctrinal creeds, merely completing a “class in gospel truths”? Is Jesus only a Savior full of love and forgiveness—does believing in him still require discussion of a life of righteousness, holiness, and obedience? Is repentance not simply “I’m sorry; I was wrong”—what more is required? Is believing in the Lord not a personal confession of faith—must one also attend church? Must it also govern my life? In fact, all these questions concern great truths at the gospel’s core: faith and conduct, reason and spiritual life, truth and obedience, and the individual believer and the community of faith.
5. Variant passage — source line 82
This book responds to the phenomena described above. In the light of the Bible in its original languages, the author analyzes the gospel’s true meaning and dispels misconceptions about the faith. Its writing is forceful, clearly organized, concise, and penetrating, guiding people into the reality of the truth [the source here prints the unclear 引導誰入]. Readers will surely find help in it and advance to a higher level in their understanding and pursuit of the faith.
6. Variant passage — source line 85
International General Director, Chinese Gospel Mission (中華福音使團)
7. Variant passage — source line 117
Pastor Tsang has a pastoral heart. For the robust growth of his readers’ spiritual lives, whenever the Holy Spirit moves him he composes a poem as a concluding response.
8. Variant passage — source line 119
Discard the False and Preserve the True has deepened my knowledge of God and my resolve to hold firmly to faith and preserve what is true. It has also helped me grasp the importance of proclaiming the gospel and carrying out the Great Commission. May the Lord continue to anoint Pastor Tsang and use his writings [the source’s 做用人的著作 is unclear here], building up believers and benefiting the church with boundless grace.
9. Variant passage — source line 123
陸    珠 (Deacon, Meimen Chinese Church, New Jersey, United States — 美國新澤西州美門華人教會)
10. Variant passage — source line 141
1. Believe That Jesus Is Lord
Translation note
The source heading writes 那穌; the English understands this as Jesus from the surrounding passage. The source spelling is retained above.
11. Variant passage — source line 146
Emperor Taizong of the Tang dynasty said, “By taking people as a mirror, one can understand gains and losses.” May today’s believers take Eve and Job as mirrors, so that they can understand “eternal gains and losses.” The Lord Jesus was also tempted by the devil in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1). Because he firmly believed the words of Scripture, he saw through the devil’s schemes and returned victorious with the Holy Spirit’s power (Luke 4:14). Judas did not practice the Lord’s word, and consequently, through heeding the devil (John 13:2), was rejected by the Lord (John 17:12). Since the Lord regarded Judas, who worked for the devil (John 13:27), as a devil (John 6:70), today he will not regard those who do not honor Jesus as Lord as good people (Matthew 23:13). Because the Lord knows people’s thoughts from afar (Psalm 139:2), he knew that Nathanael was a true Israelite with no deceit in his heart (John 1:47), and also knew that the preacher who performed mighty works was an evil man (Matthew 7:22–23). May believers and church leaders who have not been born again stop continuing their pretense. May they learn from the twelve believers in Ephesus and hasten to repent sincerely and turn to the Lord before he returns to judge the world (Acts 19:2, 6).
12. Variant passage — source line 330
	Scripture	Meaning of the original-language Bible	Translated meaning in the Chinese Union Version
	(1) Genesis 2:6	“He became a living soul”	“He became a living person with a spirit”
	(2) Genesis 2:18	“Make a helper suitable for him”	“Make a spouse to help him”
	(3) 1 Chronicles 4:10	“Keep me from evil”	“Protect me from suffering calamity”
	(4) Psalm 1:3	“Everything he does prospers”	“Everything he does goes smoothly”
	(5) Acts 2:38	“You will certainly receive the Holy Spirit as a gift”	“You will certainly receive the Holy Spirit who is given”
	(6) Acts 16:31	“If your household believes, it too will certainly be saved”	“You and your household will all certainly be saved”
	(7) James 2:26	“The body without the spirit is dead”	“The body without the soul is dead”
	(8) 1 Peter 2:9	“Have royal priestly duties”	“Are royal priests”

13. Variant passage — source line 362, 363
(8) “Priestly service” (1 Peter 2:9): Because the Greek ιερατευμα means “priestly service” (Luke 1:9), not “priest” (ιερευς). There is no position of priest in God’s church (Ephesians 4:11), because through his one offering the high priest Jesus Christ has already borne the sins of many, and from then on there is no further need to offer sacrifices for sin (Hebrews 9:28; 10:18).
14. Variant passage — source line 422
Because people have a sinful nature (Romans 5:12), they all suffer from the fault of “considering themselves right” (Proverbs 21:2). Very often, what they call the “right path” is a “path of death” in God’s eyes (Proverbs 14:12). Those who understand this should, when judging whether things are right or wrong, be willing to take God’s judgment as their standard. Miriam and Aaron once had a “struggle for power” with Moses (Numbers 12:1–15). This began because Moses separated from his wife in order to converse with God every day. After Miriam learned of this, she made things difficult for Moses. Miriam thought it was wrong for Moses to use speaking with God as an excuse to separate from his wife, since she and Aaron also spoke with God. Miriam’s notion that she was “right” was in substance an expression of “refusing to submit to God’s servant” because of “self-inflation.” As a result, God intervened and pronounced Miriam and Aaron guilty. Had Moses not interceded then, Miriam would have died of leprosy. The occurrence of this event provides a warning for later generations of believers (1 Corinthians 10:11). It reminds believers that whether a person’s faith is pure does not depend on the number of people or their social status, but on God’s view. Since God has written all his views in Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16–17), God’s servants today should preach the Lord’s gospel according to biblical revelation, lest they follow in Miriam and Aaron’s footsteps. Those who understand this should accept the following three biblical revelations:
15. Variant passage — source line 516
Li Xuanshen (李玄深): *Basic Knowledge of Classical Poetry* (古典詩歌常識).
16. Variant passage — source line 517
Hong Kong: Zhongliu Publishing House (中流出版社), 1974.
17. Variant passage — source line 518
Long Yusheng (龍榆生): *Selected Lyrics by Famous Tang and Song Writers* (唐宋名家詞選).
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