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Making People Disciples of the Lord — Pastor David Tsang
A Handbook of the Lord’s Way
Introduction: ‘Make people of all nations disciples of the Lord’ is the mission the Lord gives to those who are his disciples. Failure to carry it out is unfaithfulness; failure to achieve its purpose is a failure of duty. The following handbook can help those who wish to fulfill the Great Commission lead people from unbelief to becoming disciples of the Lord. If this little booklet can serve as an effective instrument for those who sincerely lead people to the Lord, I shall be most fortunate. Glory be to the Lord on high.
Outline:
I. Presenting the Gospel for Today (2 Corinthians 13:12)
II. Working Out Your Salvation (Philippians 2:12)
III. Having Genuine Substance (Ephesians 1:15–18)
IV. Bearing Much Fruit (John 15:1–8)
V. Receiving the Power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8)
VI. Gathering the Ripened Harvest (John 4:35–38)
VII. Gathering the Harvest While There Is Opportunity (John 8:35)
Contents:
I. Presenting the Gospel for Today
I. Presenting the Gospel for Today
Introduction: Change its cultural clothing. 2 Corinthians 13:12.
(1) Basic knowledge of the gospel:
1. The existence of the Creator of the universe. Romans 1:19–20.
2. The Creator came to save people. Romans 1:4; 1 Corinthians 15:6.
3. Humanity’s incurable disease:
a) Symptoms: Psalm 32:1–2 (עון חטאה פשע). 1) Refusing the Creator’s rule. 2 Kings 1:1.
2) Failing to seek the Creator’s glory. Judges 20:16; Isaiah 43:7.
3) Refusing to submit to the Creator’s judgment. Genesis 4:13.
b) Results: 1) The spirit leaves the soul. Ephesians 2:1.
2) The soul leaves the body. 2 Corinthians 5:1.
3) The soul falls into the lake of fire. Revelation 20:15.
4. The remedy the Creator gives: Acts 2:36–38.
a) Receive the Creator who became incarnate as Jesus. Acts 2:36; John 1:12.
b) Seek healing from Jesus, truthfully telling him your symptoms. Psalm 32:5.
c) Through baptism, let your soul be united with the Lord’s Spirit. Galatians 3:27; Romans 6:3–5.
5. The effects of receiving treatment:
a) Receiving eternal life. John 3:16.
b) Receiving peace (Matthew 11:28): the heavy burden of guilt is lifted (Psalm 32:5).
c) Receiving everything you need. Matthew 6:32–33.
(2) Basic requirements for new believers:
1. Nourish spiritual life with spiritual milk. 1 Peter 2:2; Genesis 2:7.
2. Let spiritual life breathe spiritual air. Ephesians 6:18.
3. Let spiritual life rest. Hebrews 10:25; Matthew 11:28.
4. Let spiritual life exercise regularly. Matthew 8:15; Romans 12:11.
5. Keep spiritual life clean. 1 John 1:9.
6. Let spiritual life respond to the grace of forgiveness. Luke 7:47; 2 Corinthians 9:6–8.
(3) Questions new believers often ask:
1. How can we know that God exists? 1) God is spirit (John 2:24).
2) People know that spirits exist (Job 4:15), but lack information for understanding them (John 3:8).
2. How can we know that the Bible is God’s word? a) The Lord tells us (Luke 24:44–45).
b) People can sense it (Acts 2:37; 10:44).
3. Is the theory of evolution credible?
a) Evolution is Darwin’s unproven thesis. (Darwin repented and believed in the Lord in his later years!)
b) Those in whose hearts the Creator dwells (Ephesians 3:17) will not believe this plausible-sounding but false teaching.
1) Fossils unearthed at Chengjiang in China, in which higher and lower animals appear together in the same geological era, contradict the theory of evolution.
2) If the nitrogen, carbon, oxygen and hydrogen atoms making up the amino-acid molecules of life had to come together by collisions, then, according to the calculations of the physicist Charles E. Guye, forming a single molecule would take a number of hundred-million-year units written as 1 followed by 244 zeros. (Scientists consider the earth’s age, in hundred-million-year units, to be a number written as 1 followed by only 55 zeros!)
4. Who made the Creator? He exists of himself and eternally (Exodus 3:14): he ‘is’ both in the past and now. As to why this is so, we have no information.
5. Is a person once saved always saved? Yes, but the essential condition is that one must await the Lord’s return (Romans 8:23–24), continue to grow (1 Peter 2:2), and follow the Lord (John 10:27–28).
II. Working Out Your Salvation — Philippians 2:12
II. Working Out Your Salvation — Philippians 2:12
Theme: Three responsibilities those who are saved must fulfill.
Introduction: 1) Fulfill the human responsibility.
John 7:37 On the last and greatest day of the feast, Jesus stood and called out, ‘If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture says, rivers of living water will flow from within him.’ 39 Jesus said this concerning the Holy Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive. 2) Believing in the Lord is doing God’s work.
John 6:29 Jesus answered, ‘To believe in the one God has sent—this is to do God’s work.’
Outline: (1) Long for God’s word.
1 Peter 2:2 Like newborn babies longing for milk, long for the pure spiritual milk, so that through it you may grow toward salvation.
A. Hunger and thirst for righteousness.
Acts 10:24 The following day they entered Caesarea. Cornelius had already gathered his relatives and close friends and was waiting for them.
B. Stand firm.
Ephesians 4:14 So that we may no longer be children, taken in by people’s cunning and deceptive schemes, tossed about by every wind of strange teaching and carried along into all kinds of error.
C. Eat solid food.
Hebrews 5:14 Only the mature can eat solid food; their faculties have been trained by practice to distinguish good from evil.
D. Meditate day and night.
Psalm 1:2 Blessed is the person who delights in the law of the LORD and meditates on it day and night.
E. The word is life.
John 6:63 The words I have spoken to you are spirit and life.
(2) Be a righteous person.
2 Peter 2:6 He condemned Sodom and Gomorrah, overthrowing the two cities and burning them to ashes as a warning to the ungodly of later generations; 7 he rescued only righteous Lot, who was constantly distressed by the immoral conduct of the wicked.
A. Be willing to practice righteousness.
1 John 3:7 Little children, do not let anyone deceive you. The person who does what is righteous is righteous, just as the Lord is righteous.
B. Receive eternal life.
Matthew 25:46 These will go to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.
C. Do what God regards as good.
Isaiah 38:3 ‘O LORD, remember how I have walked before you in truth and with a whole heart, doing what is good in your sight.’ Then Hezekiah wept bitterly.
D. Do not depend on heredity.
Ezekiel 14:20 Even if Noah, Daniel and Job were there, says the Lord GOD, as surely as I live, they could save neither sons nor daughters; by their righteousness they could save only their own lives.
E. Only then is there someone to rely on.
Psalm 37:39 The salvation of the righteous comes from the LORD; he is their fortress in time of trouble.
(3) Have genuine faith.
1 Peter 1:5 You who through faith are guarded by God’s power will receive the salvation prepared to be revealed in the last days.
A. Believe the Lord’s words.
Matthew 5:37 Let your words be ‘Yes’ for yes and ‘No’ for no. Anything more comes from the evil one.
B. Receive God’s protection.
Numbers 14:37 Those who brought the bad report died of a plague before the LORD. 38 Only Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh remained alive among them.
C. Be willing to fear God.
Genesis 22:12 The angel said, ‘Do not lay a hand on the boy; do not harm him at all! Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.’
D. Do not look at circumstances.
Romans 4:19 Although he considered his body as good as dead when he was almost a hundred years old, and Sarah’s ability to bear children had ceased, his faith did not weaken.
E. Believe in the Lord while you live.
John 11:26 Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?
III. Having Genuine Substance — Ephesians 1:15–18
III. Having Genuine Substance — Ephesians 1:15–18
Theme: Possess the three essential qualities of a true disciple of the Lord.
Introduction: Maintain a high standard.
Matthew 7:21–23 Not everyone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord’ can enter the kingdom of heaven; only those who do my heavenly Father’s will can enter. 22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not preach in your name, cast out demons in your name, and perform many mighty works in your name?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Depart from me, you evildoers.’
Outline:
(1) Believe and obey the Lord Jesus. Verse 15: ‘believe and obey,’ πιστος.
1. Practice the Lord’s word.
Luke 6:46 Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ yet fail to do what I say?
2. Be entrusted with the Lord’s work.
Matthew 25:21 His master said, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a few things; I will put you in charge of many. Come and share your master’s joy.’
3. Be faithful to the Lord.
Acts 19:4 Paul said, ‘John administered a baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who would come after him, namely Jesus.’
4. Have the Lord Jesus.
1 John 5:12 Whoever has the Son of God has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. Whoever has the Son of God has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.
5. Jesus is the Christ.
Romans 1:4 According to the Spirit of holiness, he was shown with power to be the Son of God by rising from the dead.
(2) Love all the believers. Verse 15: ‘love,’ αγαπη.
1. Love people with God’s love.
1 Corinthians 13:7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things.
2. Only then will you love souls.
2 Timothy 4:2 Be intent on preaching the word, whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; with every kind of patience and instruction, rebuke, warn and encourage people.
3. Have the true God in your heart.
John 1:40 One of the two who heard John and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (Messiah means Christ). 42 Then he brought him to Jesus.
4. Act in love.
1 Corinthians 16:14 Do everything in love.
5. Have God’s nature.
2 Peter 1:4 Through this he has given us his precious and exceedingly great promises, so that, having escaped the corruption in the world arising from desire, we may share in God’s nature.
(3) Have the hope of eternal life. Verse 18: ‘hope,’ ελπις.
1. Seek the heavenly reward.
Hebrews 11:26 He regarded the disgrace suffered for Christ as more precious than the riches of Egypt, for he looked toward the reward to be received.
2. Only then can you receive salvation.
Romans 8:24 Our salvation rests in hope.
3. Hold firmly to faith to the end.
Daniel 3:17 Even so, the God we serve is able to rescue us from the blazing furnace. O king, he will also rescue us from your hand.
4. Set your mind on heavenly things.
Colossians 3:2 Set your minds on the things above, not on earthly things.
5. Make a wise choice.
Acts 5:29 Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We ought to obey God rather than people.’
IV. Bearing Much Fruit — John 15:1–8
IV. Bearing Much Fruit — John 15:1–8
Theme: Carry out the Lord’s three commands.
Introduction: Fulfill your responsibility to carry out the Lord’s commands.
John 11:43 After saying this, he called out loudly, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped in cloth.
Outline:
(1) Accept pruning. Verse 2: ‘prunes clean.’
1. Change your conduct.
2. Be loved by the Lord.
Luke 9:54 When his disciples James and John saw this, they said, ‘Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and destroy them, as Elijah did?’
1 John 4:21 Whoever loves God must also love his brother; this is the command we have received from God.
John 21:20 Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following—the disciple who at supper had leaned against Jesus’ chest and asked, ‘Lord, who is the one who will betray you?’
3. Accept instruction.
Luke 24:32 They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning while he spoke with us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us?’ 33 They immediately got up and returned to Jerusalem, where they found the eleven apostles and their companions gathered together.
4. Have good conduct.
Psalm 119:9 How can a young person keep his conduct clean? By following your word.
5. Pruning is beneficial.
(2) Remain in the Lord. Verse 5: ‘in me.’
1. Receive the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2:38 Peter said, ‘Each of you must repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’
2. Receive God’s protection.
2 Peter 2:5 God did not spare the ancient world, but brought a flood upon that ungodly generation; yet he protected Noah, the preacher of righteousness, and his household of eight.
3. Store the Lord’s word in your heart.
Colossians 3:16 Let Christ’s teaching dwell richly in your hearts; with every kind of wisdom, teach and admonish one another through psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, singing to God with hearts moved by grace.
4. Do not acquire what is improper.
Psalm 16:2 O my soul, you have said to the LORD, ‘You are my Lord; I have no good apart from you.’
5. Heaven’s plans are the best.
(3) Do God’s will. Verse 7: ‘my words.’
1. Desire what the Lord desires.
2. God hears prayer.
1 John 5:14 This is the confidence we have toward him: if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.
3. Be fully persuaded in your heart.
Romans 4:20 Looking to God’s promise, he did not waver through unbelief; instead, his faith was strengthened and he gave glory to God, 21 fully convinced that God was able to accomplish what he had promised.
4. Please the Lord.
1 Kings 3:9 ‘Therefore give me wisdom to judge your people and distinguish right from wrong. Otherwise, who could judge this great people of yours?’ 10 Because Solomon asked for this, the Lord was pleased.
5. Let words and actions agree.
John 4:15 The woman said, ‘Sir, please give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come so far to draw water.’ 16 Jesus said, ‘Go and call your husband to come here too.’ 28 Then the woman left her water jar and went into the city.
V. Receiving the Power of the Holy Spirit — Acts 1:8
V. Receiving the Power of the Holy Spirit — Acts 1:8
Theme: Three responsibilities to fulfill.
Introduction: Make every effort to fulfill your responsibility.
Matthew 11:12 From the time of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven is entered through earnest effort, and those who strive obtain it.
Outline:
(1) Obey Jesus. Luke 24:49: ‘Wait in the city.’
Luke 24:49 I will send upon you what my Father has promised. You must wait in the city until you receive power from on high.
1. Faith brought to completion.
James 2:22 You see that faith worked together with his actions, and that through his actions his faith was brought to completion.
2. Fruit that remains.
John 15:16 You did not choose me; I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that remains, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name he will give you.
3. You must repent.
Mark 1:15 The time is fulfilled and God’s kingdom is near. Repent and believe the gospel.
4. Receive the Holy Spirit.
Acts 5:32 The Holy Spirit, whom God gives to those who obey him, also bears witness to this.
5. Those who obey Heaven prosper.
Proverbs 8:34 Blessed is the person who listens to me, watching daily at my gates and waiting beside my doorposts.
(2) Be joined to Christ. 1 Samuel 16:13: ‘Samuel anointed David.’
1 Samuel 16:13 Samuel took the anointing oil in the horn and anointed him among his brothers. From that day onward the Spirit of the LORD moved powerfully upon David.
1. A branch joined to the vine.
John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.
2. Able to cast out demons.
Acts 19:11–12 God performed extraordinary wonders through Paul’s hands. People even took handkerchiefs or aprons from Paul’s body and placed them on the sick, and the evil spirits came out.
3. Make up what is lacking in your instruction.
Acts 19:5–6 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Paul laid his hands on them, and the Holy Spirit came upon them; they spoke in tongues and prophesied.
4. Make progress.
Ephesians 4:15 Speak the truth in love, growing in all things into Christ, who is the head.
5. Be a true citizen.
Philippians 3:20 We, however, are citizens of heaven, and we await the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, coming down from heaven.
(3) Long for the true God. John 7:37–39: ‘If anyone is thirsty … let him come and drink.’
John 7:37–39 If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture says, rivers of living water will flow from within him. 39 Jesus said this concerning the Holy Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive.
1. Long for the Holy Spirit.
John 4:15 Sir, please give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come so far to draw water.
2. Receive God’s revelation.
1 Corinthians 2:14 The natural person does not accept the things of God’s Holy Spirit, but regards them as foolishness. He cannot understand them, because these things can be discerned only by the spiritual person.
Ephesians 3:3 Through revelation he made the mystery of the gospel known to me, as I have already written briefly.
3. Suffer for the Lord.
1 Peter 4:14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because God’s glorious Spirit rests upon you.
4. Have an inward need.
Psalm 42:1 O God, my soul longs for you as a deer longs for streams of water.
5. Turn away from evil ways.
Jonah 3:6, 8 When this message reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his royal robe, put on sackcloth and sat in ashes. 8 Let people and animals be covered with sackcloth; let people call earnestly upon God. Let everyone turn from his evil way and put away the violence in his hands.
VI. Gathering the Ripened Harvest — John 4:35–38
VI. Gathering the Ripened Harvest — John 4:35–38
Introduction: Have the right priorities.
(1) The ‘harvest’ refers to those who hear the gospel.
Matthew 9:35–38 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of illness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were distressed and wandering, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 38 Therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send workers out to gather his harvest.’
(2) Kinds of ‘harvest.’
A. A ‘harvest’ that is already ripe.
Acts 16:14–15 A woman named Lydia, a seller of purple cloth from the city of Thyatira who worshiped God, was listening. The Lord opened her heart to attend to what Paul said. 15 After she and her household were baptized, she urged us, ‘If you consider me a true believer in the Lord, please come and stay at my house.’ Thus she pressed us to stay.
B. A ‘harvest’ that must be gathered without delay.
Acts 16:29–34 The jailer called for lights, rushed in, and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them out and said, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’ 31 They said, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you and your household will be saved.’ 32 They spoke the word of the Lord to him and everyone in his household. 33 At that very hour of the night, the jailer took them and washed their wounds; immediately he and all those belonging to him were baptized. 34 Then he brought them into his house and set food before them. He and his whole household rejoiced because they had believed in God.
C. A ‘harvest’ that is no harvest at all.
Matthew 13:24–26 Jesus told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a person sowing good seed in a field. 25 While people slept, an enemy came, sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the plants grew and formed ears, the weeds also appeared.’
Acts 16:16–18 Later, as we went to the place of prayer, a slave girl met us. She was possessed by a spirit of divination and earned her masters much money through fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and us, shouting, ‘These people are servants of the Most High God who proclaim to you the way of salvation.’ 18 She kept shouting this for many days. Paul became annoyed, turned to the spirit and said, ‘In the name of Jesus Christ, I command you to come out of her.’ The spirit came out immediately.
(3) The method for gathering the ‘ripened harvest’: explain the Scriptures.
A. Jesus is without sin.
Luke 23:18–25 The crowd shouted together, ‘Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!’ 19 Barabbas had been imprisoned for rebellion and murder in the city. 20 Pilate wanted to release Jesus and appealed to them again. 21 But they shouted, ‘Crucify him! Crucify him!’ 22 For the third time Pilate said, ‘Why? What evil has this man done? I have found no offense in him deserving death. Therefore I will have him beaten and release him.’ 23 They pressed him with loud voices, demanding that Jesus be crucified, and their voices prevailed. 24 Pilate then ruled that their request should be granted. 25 He released the man they asked for, who had been imprisoned for rebellion and murder, and handed Jesus over to their will.
B. There will be judgment on the last day.
Luke 23:27–30 Many people followed Jesus, including women who mourned and wept bitterly for him. 28 Jesus turned to them and said, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and your children. 29 For the days are coming when people will say, “Blessed are those who are barren, those who have never conceived, and those who have never nursed a child.” 30 Then people will say to the mountains, “Fall on us,” and to the hills, “Cover us.”’
C. Jesus has God’s love.
Luke 23:33–34 At a place called the Skull, they crucified Jesus, along with two criminals, one on the left and the other on the right. 34 Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.’ The soldiers cast lots to divide his clothing.
D. Two attitudes, two outcomes.
Luke 23:39–43 One of the two criminals crucified with him mocked him: ‘Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!’ 40 The other rebuked him: ‘Do you not fear God, since you are under the same punishment? 41 Our punishment is deserved, for what we receive corresponds to what we have done. But this man has done nothing wrong.’ 42 Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.’ 43 Jesus said to him, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’
E. Jesus has risen from the dead.
Luke 24:1–7 On the first day, at dawn, the women brought the spices they had prepared to the tomb. 2 They saw that the stone had been rolled away from it. 3 They went in but did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed, suddenly two men in shining clothes stood beside them. 5 The women were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground. The two men said, ‘Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen. Remember how he told you, while still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, be crucified, and rise on the third day.’
F. The benefits of inviting Christ to dwell in your heart.
Revelation 3:20–21 I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will go in to him; I will dine with him, and he with me. 21 To the one who overcomes I will grant a place with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne.
VII. Gathering the Harvest While There Is Opportunity — John 4:35
VII. Gathering the Harvest While There Is Opportunity — John 4:35
Introduction: Follow the Holy Spirit’s leading.
John 4:38 I sent you to gather a harvest for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you enjoy the fruit of their labor.
(1) ‘Gathering without delay’ means ‘seizing the opportunity.’
Acts 16:29–32 The jailer called for lights, rushed in, and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them out and said, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’ 31 They said, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you and your household will be saved.’ 32 They spoke the word of the Lord to him and everyone in his household.
(2) The method for gathering the ‘harvest in need of urgent rescue’: advance step by step, in order.
Acts 8:35 Philip opened his mouth and, beginning with this passage of Scripture, told him about Jesus.
A. God’s existence.
Romans 1:20 Ever since heaven and earth were created, God’s eternal power and divine nature have been clearly knowable. Though unseen by the eyes, they can be understood through the things he made, leaving people without excuse.
B. Jesus is the Son of God.
Romans 1:4 According to the Spirit of holiness, he was shown with power to be the Son of God by rising from the dead. (1) The credibility of the resurrection.
1 Corinthians 15:6 Afterward he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time. Most are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. (2) Enabling believers to be declared righteous by God.
Romans 4:25 Jesus was handed over because of our transgressions and raised so that we might be justified. (Or: Jesus was handed over for our transgressions and raised for our justification.) (3) Accepting Jesus as Savior on the basis of objective ‘evidence.’
Acts 17:31 For he has appointed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness through the man he has appointed. By raising him from the dead, he has given everyone trustworthy evidence.
John 1:12 To all who received him—that is, those who believed in his name—he gave the right to become children of God.
C. The action to take.
Acts 16:30 He brought them out and said, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’ (1) Believe and submit to Jesus.
John 9:38 He said, ‘Lord, I believe,’ and worshiped Jesus. (2) Know the reason.
John 3:16 God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him should not perish but receive eternal life. (3) Enter into the Lord.
Galatians 3:27 All of you who were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin are death, but God’s gift is eternal life in our Lord Christ Jesus.
Acts 22:16 Now why do you delay? Rise, call upon his name and be baptized, washing away your sins.
D. Things you need to know. (1) The trustworthiness of God’s revelation.
Ephesians 3:3 Through revelation he made the mystery of the gospel known to me, as I have already written briefly.
Jeremiah 33:24–26 Have you not considered what this people is saying? They say, ‘The LORD has rejected the two families he chose.’ Thus they despise my people and regard them as no longer a nation. 25 The LORD says: If my covenant with day and night cannot stand, if I have not established the ordinances of heaven and earth, 26 then I will reject the descendants of Jacob and of my servant David, and will not take descendants of David to rule the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. For I will bring their captives back and have mercy on them. (2) The necessity of fulfilling one’s responsibility.
Hosea 4:6 My people perish for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I too will reject you.
Psalm 32:5 I made my sin known to you and did not hide my wrongdoing. I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,’ and you forgave the guilt of my sin.
(3) Basic requirements for new believers:
1. Nourish spiritual life with spiritual milk.
1 Peter 2:2 Like newborn babies longing for milk, long for the pure spiritual milk, so that through it you may grow toward salvation.
2. Let spiritual life breathe spiritual air.
Matthew 26:41 Keep watch and pray, so that you do not enter into temptation.
3. Let spiritual life rest.
Matthew 11:28 All who labor and carry heavy burdens may come to me, and I will give you rest.
4. Let spiritual life exercise regularly.
Romans 12:11 Be diligent, not lazy; be fervent in spirit and always serve the Lord.
5. Keep spiritual life clean.
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, God is faithful and righteous: he will forgive our sins and cleanse us from every unrighteousness.
6. Let spiritual life respond to the grace of forgiveness.
Luke 7:47 Therefore I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven, for her love is great. But the one who is forgiven little loves little.
Conclusion
Conclusion
Leading people to believe in the Lord is a process in which, through the word and by reliance on the Spirit, people receive new birth (1 Corinthians 12:3). Mencius said, ‘When a master craftsman teaches others, he must use the compass and square; learners too must use the compass and square’ (Mencius, Gaozi II). Those who use this booklet must proclaim the Lord’s word according to its proper principles and have the Holy Spirit working with them; only then can they make people disciples of the Lord (John 6:63). Preachers should spend less time shouting slogans and more time leading people to new birth, for the Lord wants people to become ‘disciples,’ not merely ‘meeting-goers’ (Matthew 28:19).
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