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Preface
Preface
The expression “cross five passes and slay six generals” comes from the historical event in which Guan Yunchang, while escorting the royal elder sister-in-law to meet Liu Bei, who had sought refuge with Yuan Shao, crossed five of Cao Cao’s checkpoints and slew six of Cao Cao’s renowned generals. Through this allusion, I remind believers walking the heavenly way not to expect freedom from hardship (Acts 14:22), but to overcome the enemy through the Lord (Revelation 12:11). Any faith differing from this belongs to a religious culture of “buying people’s allegiance,” rather than biblical teaching (Psalm 23:4–5).
It is God’s will that pilgrims on the heavenly way undergo refining (Isaiah 48:10), because only amid affliction can God establish that believers have hearts that love him (Romans 8:35). All who withstand testing can receive the great blessings God gives (Genesis 22:16–17).
Since faithfully following the Lord is the condition for believers to receive eternal life (John 10:27–28), those who want eternal life must choose the narrow road of “crossing five passes and slaying six generals” (Matthew 7:14). Those willing to do this will not covet and love the world, because this world will soon become the past (1 John 2:17).
Because people have different aspirations, some in this world believe in the Lord to receive life (1 John 5:12), while others believe in him to receive benefits (John 6:26). The former “truly love the heavenly Father”; the latter are people for whom “whoever provides milk is mother.” May all pilgrims on the heavenly way read this book, because it can provide them with accurate information for securely receiving eternal life (John 5:39).
To seek accuracy in the message conveyed, in this book I will use only the original meanings of Hebrew and Greek to explain the Bible’s spiritual meaning. This can ensure that the principles discussed in this book come from God’s revelation. Readers may encounter information in this book that they have not known before. May they receive it with hearts “open to God,” because growth in spiritual knowledge is a movement from “what is known” into “new knowledge,” just as those who believe that “the sun rises in the east” must be open to the “new knowledge” that “the earth revolves around the sun.”
Another feature of this book is that at the end of each topic’s discussion, I conclude with a classical-style poem or lyric of my own. People of old used classical poems and lyrics to describe their feelings about wind, flowers, snow, and the moon, or to lament sorrow, suffering, and displacement. Today, classical poems and lyrics can also be used in God’s hands to convey biblical truth. May my “spiritual classical-style poems and lyrics” achieve the purpose of “glorifying God and benefiting others,” and have the effect of “casting a brick to draw forth jade”—offering a modest work to elicit finer contributions. May the true word conveyed in this book become a lamp before readers’ feet and a light upon their path (Psalm 119:105).
Respectfully written by David Tsang
January 5, 2014
Translation note
The source calls the Guan Yunchang story a historical event and uses 皇嫂 (“royal elder sister-in-law”); those claims and that designation are retained without historical certification or adding an identity absent from the text. The author’s assertions about biblical languages and astronomy are translated as stated. The milk/mother idiom and brick/jade metaphor are preserved; the latter has a brief contextual explanation. This native version says 肯如此行者，便…, whereas the two Word versions add the restrictive 才; each version’s condition is translated separately.
I. Passing Five Passes
Introduction
I. Cross Five Passes
In this world, people must pass through many checkpoints before reaching their destination. When I went from Hong Kong to the United States to study theology, only after passing five checkpoints—acceptance by the seminary, passing the English examination, having a letter of financial guarantee, obtaining a consular visa, and passing the Greek examination—could I formally become a “seminary student.” Today some people still preach a gospel that does not require satisfying God’s requirements. In fact, this is preaching a “cheap gospel.” For their own gain they sell the Lord’s gospel at bargain prices. Such conduct certainly does not belong to those who are God’s. If people who do not satisfy God’s requirements could receive eternal life, Judas would not have become the son of destruction (John 17:12). Because human life in this world is extremely brief (Psalm 90:10), the time in which people can believe in the Lord and be saved is limited (John 11:26). Woe, therefore, to those who sell a cheap gospel (Matthew 23:13)! They draw people into their churches and mislead them, causing them to lose the opportunity to truly believe in the Lord and receive eternal life.
May all who understand the importance of “crossing five spiritual passes” receive the following teaching about “passing through five spiritual checkpoints” with hearts that hunger and thirst for righteousness:
I. Passing Five Passes
The First Pass: Believe the Revelation
(I) The First Pass: Believe Revelation
The Greek for “revelation” (αποκαλυπτω) means “make manifest” (Romans 1:17). People must acquire knowledge by two routes. One is to receive a disclosure from someone who knows; the other is to draw their own conclusions from evidence. The difficulty with the former is that some knowledge is known to no one except the Creator, and the Creator does not necessarily reveal it. The difficulty with the latter is that some phenomena occur only once, so scientists cannot observe them. Since many people’s “evidence” and “conclusions” do not necessarily stand in a cause-and-effect relationship, there are so many “scientific disputes” in the world. To this day, humanity has not been able to give “light” a final, correct scientific definition. This shows that people’s scientific conclusions are unreliable, because people’s views change with the times.
Laozi’s teacher Shang Rong had no opportunity to receive the Creator’s revelation, so he could not answer these questions from Laozi. First: What is above heaven? Second: Where does God come from? Third: Why does God not create a ruler who will obey his commands? Fourth: Why does God not resolve the problem of human warfare? Because I have God’s revelation, these questions are not difficult for me. On the basis of the Bible, I would like to answer Laozi here on Shang Rong’s behalf. First: Above the great circle of the earth are God (Isaiah 40:22) and paradise (1 Corinthians 2:2). Second: God is self-existent and ever-existent (Exodus 3:14). Third: Because obeying God’s commands means loving God (John 14:15), and God wants people to love him with all their hearts (Matthew 22:37), he does not wish to create a ruler like a robot, without a choice whether to love God, to obey his commands. Fourth: God is resolving the problem of human warfare by raising the quality of people (2 Corinthians 5:17; Hebrews 2:14–15). When God’s time arrives, he will cast the devil, the chief culprit who causes war, into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:10); then there will no longer be war in the world (Revelation 21:3–4). Because I am familiar with God’s revelation, I can know what Laozi did not know. Laozi once said, “The way that can be spoken is not the constant Way.” This shows that he already had some knowledge of the “constant Way” (John 1:1), but did not know the actual circumstances. Laozi was indeed an honest scholar with insight ahead of others. Sadly, some people today do not even have Laozi’s learning, yet boldly dare to deny the “constant Way.” They have fallen into a pit of self-righteous certainty and cannot pull themselves out. How sad and lamentable!
May all who sincerely seek the “constant Way” that Laozi did not know accept the following three revelations from the Creator:
1. The Lord Is the Way
The Lord Jesus revealed to his disciples that he is “the way.” This means that people must go through Jesus Christ before they can reach God (John 14:6). Since Jesus is the “Word” made “flesh” (John 1:14), possessing both divine and human nature, he is the “passage” between God and humanity, just as an interpreter is the linguistic passage between speaker and audience. Jesus’ divine nature is shown in his ability to rise from the dead (Romans 1:4), while his human nature is embodied in his bodily weakness (John 4:6) and suffering (Luke 22:44).
To enable people to reach God, the Lord Jesus used “death in their place” (Romans 5:8) to bear their sins (Isaiah 53:12). Because the Lord Jesus’ death has destroyed the devil’s power of death (Hebrews 2:14), people can henceforth turn from the devil’s authority to God (Acts 26:18). President Lincoln’s emancipation of enslaved Black people is the best analogy for the Lord’s liberation of sinners. To free slaves, the rescuer must defeat the slaveholder and be willing to sacrifice himself for this.
The Lord Jesus’ death paid the price of sin for slaves of sin. His resurrection was so that believers in the Lord could be declared righteous by God (Romans 4:25). All who truly believe in the Lord are people whose souls have been revived and who are willing to follow the Lord along the righteous path (Psalm 23:3). People whose souls have been revived are those who have heard God’s word and awakened to understanding (Psalm 119:169). Like the prodigal son in the story, such people will repent, be willing to turn back, and gladly walk the righteous path (Luke 15:17–21). The prodigal son’s return is a picture of people believing in the Lord today. Today’s believers must have the “understanding” God gives (Psalm 119:34) and be willing to “repent” (Mark 1:15); only then will they “practice righteousness and become righteous people” (1 John 3:7). Only such people can receive life through faith (Romans 1:17). This shows that only those who become righteous are good people in God’s eyes. All whom the Lord considers evil, even if they have done many good deeds, will ultimately be rejected by him (Matthew 7:22–23).
People of old said, “The mountain of books has no path; diligence is the way. The sea of learning has no shore; hardship serves as the boat.” True Christians would say, “The holy mountain has a path; the Lord is the way. The sea of grace has a vessel; righteousness serves as the boat.” All who want eternal life must walk the righteous path in Christ. Only those willing to do this can receive a good outcome, as Noah did (Genesis 6:9; Hebrews 11:7). All who do not will follow in Judas’s footsteps toward destruction (Matthew 27:5; John 17:12).
2. The Lord Is the Truth
According to its Greek meaning, “truth” (αληθεια) has three senses: “reality” (Romans 3:7), “speaking truthfully” (Ephesians 4:25), and “sincerity” (Philippians 1:18). That the Lord Jesus is “the truth” means that Jesus and his teaching are real and true. The Jews wanted to crucify Jesus because he acknowledged his identity as the “Son of God” (Mark 14:6–64). The Lord Jesus openly declared to the world his purpose of coming to save people (Luke 19:10), and that people must repent and believe the gospel (Mark 1:15). Because the Lord is truth, he walks in the light (Luke 23:22) and never lies. He once told his disciples that he would be killed and rise on the third day (Matthew 16:21). Later, events miraculously happened just as he had said (Luke 24:6–7).
Because the Lord Jesus is the “Creator” (Colossians 1:16), he has the ability to “do what he says” (Genesis 18:14). Believers who cannot “do what they say” should be “honest” with the Lord (Ephesians 4:25), because only such people can worship God (John 4:24). The Lord Jesus will not rebuke those willing to honestly admit their weakness (Mark 9:24–26), but he will punish without leniency those who lie to God. King Saul’s rejection by God for lying should serve as a warning from past experience for today’s believers (1 Samuel 5:21, 26).
Because the devil is the father of liars (John 8:44), all who lie are the devil’s children (John 6:70). May believers all have Nathanael’s virtue of honesty. Because Nathanael had no deceit in his heart, he could truly believe in Jesus and receive the Lord’s praise (John 1:47, 50). Only those with this disposition can understand Scripture and hate false ways (Psalm 119:104). The “doctrine of a heart without hatred” advocated by people today does not accord with biblical teaching, because God, too, hates sin in his heart. There are seven things God hates (Proverbs 6:17), because some “hatred” expresses people’s “love of righteousness” (Psalm 45:7). Thus anyone whose “heart hates nothing” is a “selfish gentleman” concerned with prudently protecting himself. The Bible teaches people to hate lies (Psalm 119:163), yet in some places lies have become a flood of disaster. This is because most local people “have no hatred” of lies in their hearts. May believers not fall for the “doctrine of a heart without hatred,” lest they become evil people who “pretend to be good.” May all who like to lie turn back soon, so that they become good people who can please God. Those unwilling to turn back belong to the devil’s children, because the devil is “the father of liars” (John 8:44).
3. The Lord Is Life
According to God’s revelation, “whoever has God’s Son has life” (1 John 5:12). This shows that the Lord Jesus is the essence of human life. From biblical revelation we know that when Jehovah God the Father appears, there is “shaking” (Judges 5:5); when the Son of Man, Jesus Christ, comes, there is “shaking” (Mark 13:25–26); and when the Holy Spirit descends and fills believers, the meeting place also “shakes” (Acts 4:31). This brings to mind the concept of “The First Mover” spoken of by the Greek philosopher Aristotle. If God is “The First Mover,” then the assertion that human activity comes from the impetus of “The First Mover” accords well with biblical teaching (Genesis 2:7). Just as a vehicle needs an engine to drive it, people need this God who is “The First Mover” for [life] to continue being sustained. This is why all who want eternal life must be in Christ (Romans 6:23).
Since people must have life before they can act, life is more important than anything else (Matthew 16:26). Because following the Lord is the condition for people to receive eternal life (John 10:27–28), all who want everlasting life must be like Matthew: accept the Lord’s call, get up, and follow him (Matthew 9:9). Some people today care only about immediate benefits and disregard their eventual outcome. Others want eternal life but are unwilling to carry out the Lord’s instructions. These ignorant and lazy people believe, “Husband and wife are birds of the same forest; when great disaster comes, each flies away.” May they awaken, correct their outlook on life, and believe as firmly as Noah and his wife did: “Husband and wife are of one heart; when great disaster comes, they enter the ark” (Genesis 7:7).
People today no longer need to worry about a flood, because God has promised not to destroy the world with water again (Genesis 9:15). What they should worry about is the coming great fire God will use to judge the world (2 Peter 3:7). The best protection against fire is to be willing to truly believe in the Lord and let him dwell in the heart (Ephesians 3:17), because only such believers can be caught up into the clouds to meet the Lord before the great fire arrives (1 Thessalonians 4:17). Since there is a time limit for people to believe in the Lord and be saved, may all who have not been born again believe in the Lord and be saved before leaving this world (John 11:26). All who wish to believe in the Lord and be saved must pass this checkpoint of “believing revelation.” May the following poem I have written encourage them to pass the checkpoint of “believing God’s revelation.”
Receive God’s Revelation
The holy mountain has no path; the Lord is the way.

The sea of suffering has a vessel; righteousness is the boat.

If the saints have God’s revelation,

Life will have no thousand-year sorrow.

Translation note
The five seminary-admission checkpoints, four Laozi questions and all four answers, three expositions, repeated proverbs, and complete poem are included. The author’s scientific, historical, theological, and moral claims remain his assertions. Source citations 1 Corinthians2:2, Mark14:6–64, and1Samuel5:21,26 are retained without correction. The prose couplet says the holy mountain “has a path” and “sea of grace,” while the final poem says “has no path” and “sea of suffering”; both differences are preserved. In the malformed phrase 才能讓繼續被維持下去, the object is absent; bracketed [life] supplies only the immediate contextual referent. The First Mover and all source Greek strings are retained. The unmatched closing quotation mark on the native source’s second subheading is a punctuation irregularity, not missing teaching text.
I. Passing Five Passes
The Second Pass: Be Truthful with God
(II) The Second Pass: Be Honest with God
The Hebrew word for “honesty” (סלש) means “completeness” (2 Chronicles 15:17). Those who are complete in God’s eyes will be “honest” with God (1 Chronicles 29:19). Only such people will walk with God (Genesis 6:9). All those with whom God is unwilling to be present are evil people in his eyes (Matthew 7:22). Since evildoers cannot receive salvation (Psalm 1:6), all who want to be saved must be honest with God.
May believers all understand the biblical spiritual meaning of “honesty.” This “spiritual meaning” is the Holy Spirit’s revelation received by the writers of Scripture when the Holy Spirit moved them. Only those who understand this biblical spiritual meaning have the new life of being born again and saved (2 Corinthians 3:6). All who are willing to be “honest with God” should understand and practice the following three biblical spiritual meanings:
1. Act Righteously
The Hebrew word for “honesty” (סלש) is also translated “fairness” elsewhere in Scripture (Deuteronomy 25:15). This means that those who are honest with God will show fairness toward people. Such people are blessed in God’s eyes (Psalm 106:3). Abraham was just. When he took his household men to rescue his nephew Lot, defeated the king of Sodom, and captured their people and possessions, the king of Sodom wanted to offer him all the possessions and ask only for the people back. Abraham returned all the people and possessions to the king of Sodom (Genesis 14:23). This shows that Abraham was both righteous and honest. Only such believers are worthy to receive God’s blessing (Genesis 12:2).
Scripture says that the righteous will certainly dwell on God’s holy mountain (Psalm 15:1–2). The “holy mountain” spoken of in Scripture means the place where the altar for worshiping God is located (Psalm 43:3–4). This means that only those who practice righteousness can draw near to God. Because the centurion Cornelius was a righteous man, his prayers reached God’s throne and were accepted by him (Acts 10:4, 22). This shows that before God, a person’s quality is more important than that person’s work. This is why God heard Cornelius’s prayers but did not hear the pleas of David after he had sinned (2 Samuel 12:18). Effective prayer therefore depends on one’s relationship with God, rather than the form of prayer.
Those who want God to accept their prayers must become righteous in his eyes; those who want to become righteous must practice righteousness according to God’s standard (Psalm 31:1; 1 John 3:7). Believers must cast off the attitude of “considering oneself righteous.” When the Lord was on earth, a Pharisee thought that God accepted him more than the tax collector beside him. As a result, he received the Lord’s severe criticism (Luke 18:11–14). Job, too, once had this fault: because he considered himself righteous, he condemned God as guilty (Job 40:8). May pilgrims on the heavenly way not contract this disease, but sincerely repent so that they have experiential knowledge of God (Job 42:5–6). Only such people will see their own unworthiness, as the prophet Isaiah did (Isaiah 6:5).
2. Have the Lord’s Protection
The “Greek word” for “honesty” (סלש), as the source calls it here, is translated 平平安安的, “peacefully,” elsewhere in the Chinese Bible (Genesis 33:18). This translation should allow room for discussion and improvement. First, סלש is an adverb in the sentence, so according to Chinese grammar, the character 的 should be changed to 地. Second, סלש in this sentence means “safe” (the English NIV and NASB Bible versions both translate סלש as safely), so only by translating it as 安全地, “safely,” can the rendering better accord with the Bible’s original meaning. After Jacob met the Lord at the Jabbok crossing, his new life brought a change, and he consequently returned home and sincerely reconciled with Esau. Since Jacob had a sincere life, he received God’s protection and returned safely to Canaan (Genesis 33:11, 18).
Believers must be honest with God, because God knows the thoughts within people’s hearts (Psalm 139:2). Because the Samaritan woman was willing to be honest with the Lord and admit that she had no husband, she received his mercy: she not only received the Holy Spirit’s living water but also became the Lord’s gospel messenger (John 4:17, 28–30). In contrast, because King Saul was dishonest with God and shifted responsibility for disobeying God’s instructions onto the people, God removed him from office (1 Samuel 5:26). God requires all who worship him to be honest with him (John 4:24), because he wishes to dwell only with honest people (Psalm 101:6). The Lord’s disciple Judas was dishonest with the Lord and betrayed him to become an “undercover agent” for the chief priests (Matthew 26:14–16); consequently he met a tragic end (Matthew 27:5).
All who are willing to be honest with God have the Lord’s nature (2 Peter 1:4). The Lord Jesus is honest and never shows favoritism to people (Mark 12:14). All who want to live out the Lord’s life must have genuine faith so that he can dwell in their hearts (Ephesians 3:17). Those who have such genuine faith will believe in the Lord’s resurrection (Romans 10;9, as punctuated in the source) and be willing to believe and obey the true word (Romans 1:5). Saul changed his name to Paul because his life had changed. Paul used to persecute the church; later, because he met the risen Lord, he devoted himself to carrying out the Lord’s instructions (Acts 9:2, 6–8). Some people today have believed in the Lord yet do not have Paul’s testimony and power. The reason is that they do not have the right motive Paul had for believing in the Lord. Such people say they have believed in the Lord but do not act on his words (Luke 6:46). The Holy Spirit is not in their hearts, because God will not give the Holy Spirit to those who disobey him (Acts 5:32).
Since receiving salvation is a process of being willing to repent, believing the gospel (Mark 1:15), receiving the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:6), gradually growing, and finally being saved (1 Peter 2:2), all who want to be saved must receive the Lord’s protection during the process of believing in him (Psalm 23:4–5). All who want God’s protection must be honest with the Lord, because God will certainly protect honest people (Psalm 31:23). May all believers be willing to become honest people, because this is the Lord’s requirement for every worshiper who comes before God (John 4:24).
3. Be at Peace with God
The Hebrew word for “honesty” (סלש) is translated “peaceable” in another passage of the Chinese Bible (Genesis 34:21). Thus the Hebrew for “being honest with God” also contains the meaning “being at peace with God,” just as the Chinese word 好 can mean both “agree” and “like.” According to biblical revelation, those at peace with God must remove the wall between God and humanity (Ephesians 2:14). Believers cannot say they want peace with God while keeping far from him, as though a dividing wall stood between them and God. Such people are “Martha-type” believers: willing to work, yet with no heart for listening to the word (Luke 10:39–40).
Only because the Samaritan woman was willing to treat Jesus with a peaceable heart (John 4:9) did she later become honest with the Lord, without concealing her background (John 4:17). This shows that all who are reconciled with God will honestly act according to truth. Only because the twelve believers in Ephesus had a good relationship with God did they become honest with God’s servant Paul and tell him that they had not received the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:1–2).
This shows that those who are kindly disposed toward the Lord will be honest with him. Those honest with him can accept him as the ruler of their lives, because the Lord Jesus is the Creator (Colossians 1:15–16). Only dishonest people will deny this fact (Romans 1:20–23). Because Nathanael was honest, he believed Jesus to be God’s Son when Jesus knew what concerned him from afar (Psalm 139:2; John 1:48–49).
May believers be like Nathanael, with uprightness willing to bow before the truth. All with such uprightness will revere the Creator and be honest with him (John 4:24), as Confucius said: “The deity as if present; sacrifice to the deity as if the deity were present.” May all with such uprightness be willing to obey biblical truth, as John Wesley did. Although Wesley already called Jesus Lord, at first he did not act on the Bible’s words. He insisted that people could be saved by relying on their own deeds. As a result, although he became a pastor, he still did not have the Holy Spirit in his heart. Only later, when he had an opportunity to hear Martin Luther’s teaching of “justification by faith,” did he submit before the Lord and confess in repentance. At that moment, the Holy Spirit flowed through his entire body like a warm current. May all pilgrims on the heavenly way imitate John Wesley, be willing to be honest with God, and truly practice truth, so that they can receive the Holy Spirit God gives. For this goal, I offer the following poem, “The Honest Are Blessed,” to encourage readers and myself:
The Honest Are Blessed
What is spoken must be fulfilled,

To be worthy to come and worship God.

The Lord gladly blesses

Those whose hearts are honest.

Translation note
All three expositions, every example and reference, and the complete poem are included. This version prints Hebrew סלש exactly, including where the source calls it a “Greek word”; the language-label inconsistency and grammar claims are preserved without correction. The Chinese particles 的/地, phrase 平平安安的, proposed 安全地, word 好, NIV/NASB, and their literal English safely remain visible where discussed. The source attributes a victory over the king of Sodom to Abraham and gives 1Samuel5:26; these are retained as printed, not corrected from outside the source. Its incomplete Confucius quotation begins 神如在; the missing conventional wording is not inserted. The apparent typo 的著 is interpreted contextually as receiving. Source statements about Saul’s name change, Wesley, and salvation remain the author’s. 本事 in the Nathanael sentence is rendered contextually as what concerned him, without inventing a particular event.
I. Passing Five Passes
The Third Pass: A Real Faith
(III) The Third Pass: Genuine Faith
The Lord placed great importance on faith’s genuineness. When he saw the centurion’s faith that did not depend on sight, he exclaimed, “I have not encountered such great faith even in Israel” (Luke 7:9). In fact, the original meaning of the Greek word for “so great” (τοσαυτην) is “such” (the source’s English gloss). Elsewhere this word can be translated “so many” (John 6:9) and “so long” (John 14:9). Thus the Lord did not say “such great faith,” but “such (genuine) faith.” Only because the Lord did not attach importance to the small quantity of faith did he reject the apostles’ request to increase their faith. He said: “If you have faith like a mustard seed, even if you say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ it will certainly obey you” (Luke 17:5–6).
May believers all have the kind of faith the Lord recognized in the centurion. Only those with this faith can, like Lydia, be counted as people who truly believe in the Lord (Acts 16:15). All who wish to pass this checkpoint of having genuine faith must understand the following biblical truths about “genuine faith.”
1. It Must Be Tested
God often tests believers to see whether they have genuine faith. When blind Bartimaeus met the Lord at Jericho’s gate, he loudly cried to the Lord for help. The Lord allowed the disciples to restrain him, to see whether he would stop shouting. Because Bartimaeus cried out increasingly loudly, he passed the test of faith the Lord gave him. He not only regained his sight but also became a follower of the Lord (Mark 10:48–52).
It is necessary for believers to undergo the testing of faith (Acts 14:22), because God wants to use the furnace of affliction to refine and choose the people who belong to him (Isaiah 48:10). God’s purpose in having the Israelites remain in the wilderness for forty years before entering the promised land was to subject them to a test of faith. As a result, all who passed entered the promised land, while all who failed died in the wilderness (Numbers 26:65).
All who are wise will obey Heaven’s will, because Heaven’s will is hard to oppose. Wise people use history as a mirror to understand prosperity and decline. All who want to prosper should learn from Caleb. Caleb knew how to overcome every difficulty and carry out God’s will. All who are unwilling to carry out God’s will will follow in the footsteps of Israel’s ten spies. God’s people must make the right decision, because different decisions bring different outcomes (Numbers 14:37–38).
Believers should turn to God amid difficulty, because God’s purpose in placing them in difficulty is to bring about a new change in them. This treatment of believers is God’s “tough love” (the source’s English). When the prodigal son had reached the end of his resources, his father did not step in to help, precisely out of this “tough love” (Luke 15:16). This is a love that parents who habitually spoil their children cannot understand.
2. Love the House and Extend That Love to the Crow
The idiom “love the house and extend that love to the bird” means “extending one’s love for the house to the crow perched upon its roof.” All who accept the meaning of this idiom should extend their love for God to the people God loves (1 John 4:21). Because the disciple John loved the Lord (John 13:23), he accepted without hesitation the commission Jesus gave him from the cross: he took Mary into his home and loved her as his own birth mother (John 19:27). Lydia, who gathered for worship in Philippi, also had this love of “loving the house and extending that love to the crow.” Because she loved God, she lovingly welcomed the apostle Paul, whom God loved.
May believers all have this love of Lydia’s, because having true love expresses a believer’s genuine faith (1 Timothy 1:5). Any faith that cannot produce love is not genuine. As the saying goes, “One hears only sounds on the stairs, but sees no beloved beauty arrive.” Applied to believers, this means hearing believers talk about love but not seeing their loving actions. The love we discuss here is God’s “love” (αγαπη). This love hopes that the other person can receive eternal life (John 3:16). Compared with eternal life, every benefit in the world is of no profit (Matthew 16:26). All who have God’s love will be like Moses: willing to pay the price of suffering and mistreatment so that the people may enter the promise and he himself may receive a heavenly reward (Hebrews 11:25–26). May all gospel workers today who love the house and extend that love to the crow see in Moses the upright image of a faithful messenger of God.
May all believers willing to “love the house and extend that love to the crow” make “welcoming people for the Lord” their motive for service (Matthew 10:40). When I was studying theology at Trinity Divinity School in Illinois in the United States, a Western woman once came to visit me. She said God had moved her to find me and become my “prayer mother.” After I agreed, she prayed for me at a set time every day, regularly visited me at the school, invited me to meals, and even paid to repair my car. She did all this for me because I was a gospel messenger chosen by the God she loved. She regarded every price she paid for me as something done for the Lord. May all brothers and sisters in the Lord who sincerely believe in him and fervently love him learn from the good example of my prayer mother, Mrs.Walker (華科太太), knowing as they take part in ministry that their labor is expended for the Lord and is not in vain (1 Corinthians 15:58).
Those who have genuine faith will “love the house and extend that love to the crow.” Only those who can “love the house and extend that love to the bird” truly love God (1 John 4:19). Anyone without this virtue is still a worldly believer (John 15:19). Believers should preach the Lord’s gospel to the people of the world (Mark 16:15), yet should not treat worldly people without genuine faith as the Lord’s true disciples (Matthew 10:37–38).
3. Obey the Holy Spirit
People’s obedience to the Holy Spirit and their having genuine faith should have a cause-and-effect relationship. People must have hearts obedient to the Holy Spirit before they will have genuine faith. The three thousand who believed in the Lord after hearing Peter preach were first “pierced to the heart” by the Holy Spirit’s prompting; only afterward did they decide to obey that prompting and believe in the Lord (Acts 2:37–41). The Holy Spirit’s prompting arises within the heart. Only because the eunuch in the wilderness was willing to hear the gospel Philip preached did he later take the initiative to request baptism into Christ (Acts 8:35–38). Those who want genuine faith must first understand the Bible’s spiritual meaning (2 Corinthians 3:6); only then will they have the Holy Spirit’s prompting, and only finally will they resolve to believe in the Lord. For all willing to resolve to believe in the Lord, his word will become spirit in their hearts and then become the life of those who believe his word (John 6:63). This shows that willingness to hear the spiritual meaning of the Lord’s word is the prerequisite for sincerely believing in him. There were twelve believers in Ephesus who, although called believers, did not yet have the Holy Spirit dwelling in their hearts (Acts 19:1–2). Only later, after hearing the gospel’s spiritual meaning from Paul, did they receive the Holy Spirit and become true Christians worthy of the name (Acts 19:3–6).
Believers’ obedience to the Holy Spirit is indispensable, because only those who obey the Holy Spirit are God’s sons (Romans 8:14). Obeying the Holy Spirit means obeying God’s word, because God’s word is the Holy Spirit’s sword (Ephesians 6:17). When the Lord was on earth, he met a rich young man who wanted eternal life. The Lord told him to sell all he had and follow him. Sadly, he was unwilling to act on the Lord’s words and could only go away sorrowfully (Mark 10:21–22).
Religious people become religious people because they do not carry out the Lord’s instruction to “repent and believe the gospel” (Mark 1:15). May believers not imitate religious people who have not yet sincerely repented, because even preachers who do not carry out God’s will cannot enter the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 7:21–23). I offer this lyric to the tune of “Pure and Peaceful Music” to encourage readers and myself:
To the Tune of “Pure and Peaceful Music” (清平樂): Have Genuine Faith
Carry out God’s will;

Only then receive the benefit of eternal life.

Believers receive life and practice righteousness;

Only then does God’s grace overflow.

Faith brings forth love,

Making love spread its fragrance.

Everyone loves the house and extends that love to the crow;

Everyone rejoices greatly.

Translation note
All three expositions, the complete Mrs.Walker testimony, all numerical claims, and all eight poem lines are included. The author’s interpretation of faith, the centurion, and Luke17:5–6 is retained without replacing it with another interpretation. Source Greek τοσαυτην and αγαπη and original English such, tough love, and Mrs.Walker are retained. The source alternates the idiom’s last character between 烏 (“crow”) and 鳥 (“bird”); the English makes that variation explicit while preserving the explanation’s crow image. The source’s unusual form 艱強 is accompanied by its own English tough love; that supplied gloss governs the rendering. No testimony from another version is added.
I. Passing Five Passes
The Fourth Pass: Choose the Living Way
(IV) The Fourth Pass: Be Willing to Choose the Living Way
The original Greek meaning of the “living way” (ζωσαν) spoken of in Scripture is “a way that gives people life” (Hebrews 10:20). Since this Greek word is also translated “receive life” elsewhere (John 4:9), “those willing to walk the living way” means “people willing to walk the way of receiving life.” Many people think roads are made by people walking them. In fact, this is not so: modern highways are opened up by people using machines. The “living way” we speak of today, however, is one God has opened for us through the Lord Jesus (Hebrews 10:20). Although this “living way” is not as broad as a highway, it can lead people to eternal life (Matthew 7:14). May everyone in the world be like Peter, willing to choose this living way that leads to eternal life (John 6:68). Those without this wisdom will be like the rich young man, setting out on a sorrowful road to death (Mark 10:22; Proverbs 14:12). All willing to walk the living way must understand the following meanings of “believers walking the living way”:
1. Be Willing to Walk a New Way
A “new way” is a way believers have never walked before. After the wise men from the East saw the holy infant Jesus, they received God’s revelation in a dream: on returning, they were not to take the old road but the new road God indicated, to avoid trouble from King Herod (Matthew 2:11–12). In fact, this event has a spiritual meaning: all who have seen the Lord should no longer walk their old road, but a new way they have never traveled. If believers walk their old road, they will fall into the hands of the forces of darkness. The Lord’s disciple Judas becoming the son of destruction is the best illustration of this spiritual meaning (Matthew 27:3–5).
Only those willing to walk a new way are willing to obey God. Such people are qualified to receive the Holy Spirit God gives (Acts 5:32). Because the Holy Spirit is in their hearts, God will hear their cries. Moses was a man filled with the Holy Spirit (the source prints 崗4:29). When Moses lifted his hands in prayer on the mountain for Israel’s army below, the Israelites won whenever he raised his hands. Whenever he lowered them, the Israelites lost (Exodus 7:11). This shows that believers must obey God and walk a new way, because only thus can their prayers be accepted by him.
All who want to walk a new way must have hearts that hunger and thirst for righteousness, because the Lord will give the Holy Spirit only to those whose hearts long for God (John 7:37–39). King David was filled with the Holy Spirit (1 Samuel 16:13) because his heart longed for God (Psalm 42:1–2). Cornelius’s whole household could also be filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 10:44) because they had eager hearts, wanting to hear what God would say to them through Peter (Acts 10:24). Cornelius’s relatives and friends knew how to wait reverently for God’s messenger to arrive. Sadly, some believers today always arrive late when coming to church to hear the word, as though God should respectfully wait for them. May such believers be willing to set their hearts right and long for the true God, so that they become blessed in his eyes (Matthew 5:6).
2. Gladly Walk the Righteous Path
The Greek word for God’s “righteousness” (δικαιοσυνη) is translated elsewhere as “justice” (Hebrews 11:33) and “proper observance” (Matthew 3:15). The Hebrew word for “righteousness” (קדצ) is translated elsewhere as “what is right” (Job 33:12) and “fairness” (the source prints 撤下15:4). In sum, the “righteous path” is the way God regards as right. All willing to walk the new way God indicates will take this right path. Whether a path is crooked or right depends not on many people’s opinion (Proverbs 14:12), but solely on God’s judgment (Genesis 4:7).
Noah built the ark according to God’s instruction. Although the people of that time did not approve of this action, God commended it (Hebrews 11:7). Thus not everything that most people consider good is necessarily a righteous deed. The ten Israelite spies who opposed entering the promised land all fell dead in the wilderness, while Caleb and Joshua, who supported entering it, both successfully entered the good land of Canaan (Numbers 14:36–38). The differing outcomes of Israel’s spies are God’s warning to today’s believers. Wise believers living in this world will “choose the righteous path,” while fools will “turn aside to their own way.” Do not forget that the God we worship cannot be mocked (Galatians 6:7).
Believers must know God in accordance with biblical revelation. Scripture says our God is one who “creates light and creates darkness, brings peace and sends calamity” (Isaiah 45:7). Our God also values people’s present condition. If those who were evil in the past are now willing to practice righteousness, they will certainly live (Ezekiel 18:22). If those who were righteous in the past now do evil, they will die (Ezekiel 18:24). It was precisely because of this “policy” of God’s that the robber who believed in the Lord on the cross could enter paradise (Luke 23:43), while the disciple Judas, who had followed the Lord but later sold him out, was rejected by him (John 17:12). Those who understand this should not deliberately sin because the Lord is loving, for sins knowingly and willfully committed are not forgiven by God (Hebrews 10:26). King Saul deliberately sinned (1 Samuel 15:24), and consequently God’s Spirit left him (1 Samuel 16:14).
Believers must become righteous people before they will gladly walk the righteous path. Only because Cornelius was righteous (Acts 10:22) did he gladly carry out God’s will and willingly invite Peter, who had neither higher educational qualifications nor social status, to preach in his home (Acts 10:25). A righteous heart is not something people are born with; it is obtained by practicing the word. Because the priest Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth were willing to obey God’s commandments, they became righteous in God’s eyes (Luke 1:6). All willing to gladly walk the righteous path will be like King David: they will have not only the pain of refining, but also the joy of receiving grace and hearts that love God (Psalm 23:3–6). This expression of new life is clear evidence that the righteous possess faith that can receive eternal life (Romans 1:17). Those without this faith have not yet been saved (James 2:19). May believers all have this discernment, so they can successfully pass the checkpoint of “being willing to choose the living way.”
3. Be Willing to Choose the Narrow Road
The Greek word for “narrow” in the “narrow road” (θλιβω) is translated elsewhere as “crowd” (Mark 3:9) and “suffer affliction” (2 Corinthians 1:6). Thus the lives of those who walk the “narrow road” will have little room and many difficulties. The Lord Jesus encouraged his disciples to strive to enter the narrow gate and walk the narrow road because this is a rare opportunity (Luke 13:24). Precisely because the opportunity is rare, there is no shortage of wise people in this world willing to overcome every difficulty to walk this narrow road. For the reward to come, Moses relinquished Egypt’s riches and the high social standing of being Pharaoh’s daughter’s son (Hebrews 11:24–26). Paul, too, willingly suffered (Romans 7:24) and did not fear danger (2 Corinthians 11:26), in order to receive the glorious crown God would give him in the future.
God’s purpose in requiring pilgrims on the heavenly way to take the narrow road is to test their love for him. If they do not love God, spending a long time with him in heaven in the future will be an unbearable situation. Think of the prodigal son before he repented: it was precisely because he found it difficult to live with his father that he left home. Later, because the prodigal son learned to love his father (Luke 15:20), he could remain in his father’s house for a long time.
Believers must understand God’s painstaking concern. Sometimes God lets believers suffer in order to “subdue their hearts” (Psalm 107:12). God let Job suffer not only to prove to Satan that Job truly revered him (Job 1:9–12), but also to make Job correct his “self-righteous” attitude (Job 40:8; 42:6, 10). Those who still do not understand God’s intention should not suspect his motives, but should receive guidance from someone of greater insight so that they awaken from confusion. Only because the two disciples who met the Lord on the road to Emmaus received the risen Lord’s teaching did they later understand the meaning of Scripture, have burning hearts, and return to Jerusalem to await the Holy Spirit’s coming (Luke 24:27–33). This shows that understanding God’s truth is very important for believers. Those who do not understand its meaning, even if they can recite the entire Bible, are merely computers with feet.
“Being willing to choose the living way” is a checkpoint everyone walking the heavenly way must pass. May all pilgrims be willing to follow the Lord on this heavenly way that is new, righteous, and narrow. I offer the following lyric to the tune of “River City Song” to encourage fellow pilgrims and myself:
To the Tune of “River City Song” (江城子): Rather Choose the Living Way
The wise will certainly choose the living way,

Follow the Lord, and receive God’s help.

Unwilling to fall, they wish only to be slaves of righteousness.

For the happiness to come,

They willingly suffer together with the Lord.

Translation note
The complete three expositions and five poem lines are translated, including the author’s moral conditions and interpretation of suffering. Exact Greek ζωσαν, δικαιοσυνη, and θλιβω and Hebrew קדצ are preserved. The source’s unfamiliar reference 崗4:29 and malformed label 撤下15:4 are reproduced explicitly rather than assigned another book. John4:9 and Exodus7:11 are retained as printed. The apparent name typo 主那穌 is understood contextually as the Lord Jesus. Historical/theological assertions about Moses, David, Cornelius, Job, and the Emmaus disciples are the author’s; no outside correction or certification is implied.
I. Passing Five Passes
The Fifth Pass: Be Fit for the Kingdom of God
(V) The Fifth Pass: Be Worthy to Enter God’s Kingdom
The Greek word for “kingdom” (βασιλεια) in “God’s kingdom” means “rule” (the source’s English: “reign”). Jesus once said, “I drive out demons by God’s Spirit; this is God’s kingdom coming upon you” (Matthew 12:28). Because the demons’ being driven out already showed the arrival of the Lord’s “rule,” only then did the Lord tell those who had received grace that God’s kingdom had come upon them. The Lord also said, “The coming of God’s kingdom is not something the eyes can see, for God’s kingdom is within your hearts” (Luke 17:20–21). Thus “God’s kingdom” is not a place people can see, but a state in which people are willing to let the Lord reign. All who wish to enter God’s kingdom must have endurance and faith amid affliction, enabling themselves to pass God’s test and be worthy to enter his kingdom (2 Thessalonians 1:5).
Since entering God’s kingdom depends on people’s state of heart, rather than their deeds (Matthew 7:21–23), pilgrims on the heavenly way must be poor in spirit (Matthew 5:3). The original meaning of “humble-hearted” is “poor in spirit” (πτωχοι  τω  πνευματι). Being “poor in spirit” means that, because believers know everything comes from the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:10), they know their own spiritual nothingness. Those with this outlook must seek to acquire the following qualities, which can make believers worthy to enter the kingdom of heaven:
1. Be the Lord’s Faithful Slave
The Greek word for “servant” (δουλοσ) originally means “slave.” When Paul called himself a servant of Jesus Christ, he was saying that he was the Lord’s slave (Romans 1:1). When Mary spoke with the angel, she also said she was the Lord’s “maidservant” (Luke 1:38). The original meaning of the Greek word for “maidservant” (δουλοσ) is “female slave.” Willingly acknowledging oneself as the Lord’s slave is quite reasonable, because born-again believers are servants whom the Lord bought at a high price and in whose hearts the Holy Spirit dwells (1 Corinthians 6:19–20).
Because the Holy Spirit is the seal the Lord gives his own slaves (Ephesians 1:13), only those with the Holy Spirit dwelling in their hearts belong to Christ (Romans 8:9). In Ephesus, Paul once met twelve believers who had not received the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:1–2). They had originally been disciples of John the Baptist. Later, after Paul baptized them in the Lord’s name, only through receiving the Holy Spirit did they become Christians (Acts 19:6). Thus not everyone who calls himself a believer is necessarily someone already born again and saved. A believer must have the Holy Spirit to be a true Christian (John 3:5).
All who wish to receive the Holy Spirit must follow the example of the three thousand believers who believed in the Lord after hearing Peter proclaim the message of his resurrection. They all believed Jesus had risen from the dead, were willing to repent sincerely, and agreed to be baptized in the Lord’s name. As a result, they all received the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:36–38). Because these three thousand had the Holy Spirit in their hearts, they belonged to Christ (Romans 8:9). Only such people are worthy to be the Lord’s faithful slaves, because God’s Spirit is in their hearts and they are willing to do God’s will (Matthew 7:21).
2. Magnify the Lord
The Greek word for “magnify” (Μεγαλυνω) is translated elsewhere as “make long” (Matthew 23:5) and “show to be great” (Philippians 1:20). Thus, when Mary said her heart “magnified the Lord,” she meant she was willing to honor the Lord and let him reign in her life. Precisely because the Lord already reigned in Mary’s heart, when she learned God intended Christ to be born through her, she did not worry about how to explain it to her fiancé Joseph. Mary’s quality of willingly forgetting herself because she magnified the Lord is worth believers’ learning. All willing to act this way can be like the centurion Cornelius, honoring the Lord’s messenger Peter with the gesture of “falling down in worship” (Acts 10:25). Because cultural backgrounds differ, today’s believers need not use Cornelius’s manner to honor God’s servants. They should nevertheless use their own manner to honor those servants sent by the true God, because this is the Lord’s command (Matthew 10:40).
Because the Lord’s words are spirit and life (John 6:63), all willing to practice his words will have the Holy Spirit dwelling in their hearts (Acts 2:38) and thereby receive new life (Titus 3:5). Because Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus into his home, he heard the gospel the Lord proclaimed. Through his obedience to the Lord, the Lord’s words became the Holy Spirit moving him to care for the poor and repay what he owed others for wrongs done to them. Because he was willing to obey the Holy Spirit’s prompting, he consequently received new life. Revering the Lord is therefore a prerequisite for sinners to receive salvation. All who revere God will be like Zacchaeus: glad to welcome the Lord, hear the word, and deeply repent of their past wrongs (Luke 19:5–10).
Since people must revere God before they can believe in the Lord, believers must hold God in reverence. All willing to do so must humbly receive God’s word, because it can give people understanding (Psalm 119:169). The two disciples on the road to Emmaus met the risen Lord and heard his explanation of Scripture; only then did they suddenly understand and become willing to turn back onto the right road (Luke 24:32–33). Thus people must “understand the way” before they have the understanding to truly carry out God’s intention. Seen this way, all who wish to have the understanding to strive to enter the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 11:12) must understand the inner meaning of Scripture.
Everyone has their own aspiration. All willing to magnify the Lord can become blessed like Mary (Luke 1:46, 48), and can receive the crown of righteousness God has prepared for them, as Paul did (Philippians 1:20; 2 Timothy 4:8). All unwilling to magnify the Lord will follow in the rich young man’s footsteps and choose to leave the Lord sorrowfully (Mark 10:22). Like Judas, although the Lord’s disciples, they will ultimately be “drawing water with a bamboo basket—all for nothing.” He lost not only people’s respect but also eternal life (Matthew 27:5–6; Matthew 17:12). May readers all have the wisdom to know how to magnify the Lord, so that they receive the salvation God grants (Psalm 40:16).
3. Do God’s Will
Doing God’s will is an expression of living faith, because faith without deeds is dead (James 2:17). When I studied theology in the United States, there was a student from Nepal named 徐亞 (the source’s English name: Chua). He had studied in India, where he not only earned a master’s degree in law but also believed in the Lord. After he returned to Nepal, his father turned against him and became his enemy because their beliefs differed. One day at home, his father beat him unconscious, then ordered the household servants to throw him outside the door. After Chua awoke, he still persisted in believing in the Lord. Later Chua became my classmate at Trinity Divinity School in the United States. In Chua we can see that whether one will do God’s will is a decision believers must make. Only someone who can pass God’s test truly reveres him (Genesis 22:12).
Believers must do God’s will, because this is the condition for entering God’s kingdom (Matthew 7:21). All willing to do so undergo renewal of their minds (Romans 12:2); only then do they have revived souls with which to follow the Lord on the righteous path (Psalm 23:3). Only because Noah was willing to build the ark according to God’s instructions did his whole household ultimately receive salvation. The ten Israelite spies in the wilderness were unwilling to do God’s will and enter Canaan, and consequently all died in the wilderness. If these spiritually ignorant people (Hosea 4:6) had another opportunity to choose, perhaps they would choose to do God’s will.
May those who still have an opportunity to choose to do God’s will today follow King David’s good example. David chose to carry out God’s will in everything (Acts 13:22). Although David once sinned through the weakness of the flesh, because he was willing to repent, God still forgave his sin (2 Samuel 12:9, 13). King Saul’s experience was different. Although he had military achievements, he chose to “sin knowingly and willfully” (1 Samuel 5:24), and the resulting loss outweighed his gain. He not only lost the Holy Spirit (1 Samuel 6:14) but also lost his life (1 Samuel 31:4).
“Being a faithful slave,” “honoring the Lord,” and “doing God’s will” all result from believers’ willingness to be “poor in spirit.” May all pilgrims on the heavenly way be poor in spirit, because the kingdom of heaven belongs to such people (Matthew 5:3). May all believers be worthy to enter God’s kingdom. The claim some proclaim today, that “entering heaven requires no conditions,” has no biblical basis and misleads others while harming oneself (Galatians 1:7). I offer the following lyric to the tune of “The Fisherman’s Song” to encourage humble-hearted readers and myself:
To the Tune of “The Fisherman’s Song” (漁歌子): Be Worthy of Salvation
A disciple’s character must measure up;

Those not yet born again should repent deeply.

Receive the Holy Spirit, then grow.

May you possess this great wisdom.

Translation note
All three character expositions, the complete Chua account, and all four poem lines are translated. The source’s Greek βασιλεια, πτωχοι  τω  πνευματι, δουλοσ, and Μεγαλυνω and original English “reign” and “Chua” are retained. Its identical printed Greek for servant/maidservant is preserved, not lexically corrected. The incomplete 信必須 is understood contextually as “a believer must.” The poem heading 配的救恩 appears to use 的 where 得 would be expected; the contextual sense of being worthy of salvation is translated. Printed Matthew17:12, 1Samuel5:24, and 1Samuel6:14 are retained. The author’s conditions for salvation, account of the Holy Spirit, and school designation are translated as supplied, without outside factual or theological correction.
II. Slaying Six Generals
Introduction
Part II. Slay Six Generals
The six generals Guan Yunchang slew while crossing the five passes were all obstacles on his long journey escorting his sister-in-law in search of his elder brother. These opposing forces had to be removed before Guan Yunchang’s mission could be accomplished. The Lord Jesus commanded his disciples to strive to enter the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 11:12). Thus all willing to obey the Lord’s command must remove the generals they encounter blocking the road into heaven. These obstructing generals are the devil, the world, the flesh, customs, superstition, and ignorance.
Believers must drive away the devil, because the devil will devour believers (the source prints 後前5:8). Believers must overcome the world, because the world will take away their love for God (1 John 2:15). Believers must discipline their bodies, because their bodies will bring them suffering (Romans 7:24). Believers should renew culture, because some cultures are detestable to God (Leviticus 20:23). Believers must dispel superstition, because superstition will deceive honest people (Romans 16:18). Believers must clear away ignorance, because ignorance will lead people to destruction (Hosea 4:6).
Since turning to the Lord means turning from darkness to light and from Satan’s authority to God (Acts 26:18), while the world still lies under the evil one’s hand (1 John 5:19), all who wish to enter heaven cannot “slay the six generals” by fleshly courage and methods. Believers must depend on Jehovah (Deuteronomy 4:4) and his commands (Psalm 119:98) before they can succeed. The God we worship is a great King (Psalm 95:3). The true teaching of Scripture is the sword of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 6:17). Wise people will therefore humbly receive the following biblical teachings on “how to slay the six generals”:
II. Slaying Six Generals
The First General: Drive Out the Devil
(I) Slay the First General: Drive Away the Devil
The devil is a fallen angel (Isaiah 14:12) and the father of liars (John 8:44). He once appeared in the form of a serpent to tempt Adam and Eve to sin (Genesis 3:4–5). He also appeared in the form of Judas (John 6:70–71), to betray and harm Jesus (Genesis 3:15). Because Jesus, through death, has already destroyed the devil’s power (Hebrews 2:14), all today who have the Lord’s Spirit in their hearts can drive demons out of demon-possessed people in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 16:18). All who wish to have the power to drive out demons must understand the following biblical revelation.
1. The Devil Is Already Defeated
Because the Lord Jesus, through dying for sinners, already destroyed the devil’s power over death (Hebrews 2:14), believers need not fear the devil (Luke 10:18–19). All who wish to overcome the devil must have the Lord’s word continually dwelling in their hearts (1 John 2:14) and know how to resist him with firm faith (the source prints 後前5:9). The Chinese army could regain the lost territories of the Northeast and Taiwan because the Japanese army had already been defeated and had formally declared its unconditional surrender to the Allied forces.
2. The Lord Is Greater Than the Devil
The devil is the spirit of antichrist. All who belong to God can overcome him, because the God in their hearts is greater than the devil (1 John 4:3–4). According to God’s eternal plan, he does not yet judge the devil, because the devil temporarily remaining in the world can still be used by God (Luke 4:13–14; Job 1:12). Only when the millennial kingdom begins will God bind the devil and shut him in the bottomless pit (Revelation 20:1–3). After a thousand years, the devil’s term will expire and he will be released. Because his devilish nature is hard to change, he will still want to oppose God. Consequently God will throw him into the lake of fire forever (Revelation 20:7–10).
The devil is now continually undermining God’s eternal plan. He often uses earthly political forces to persecute God’s servants (Acts 16:9–13) and divide the church (1 Corinthians 1:11). He blinds people’s inner eyes so they cannot see the gospel’s true light (2 Corinthians 4:4). He also plants his agents in the church as false apostles, making them his “undercover agents” left within the church (2 Corinthians 11:13–14).
For the church to flourish, God’s servants must drive out demons in the Lord’s name. When I was called to establish a church in California in the United States, I drove out demons in the Lord’s name on several occasions. Once, during a home visit to Mrs. 關 (Mandarin reading aid: Guan), who had not returned to church for a long time, I learned that she had recently been afraid to attend church because her home was haunted. She said a demon had appeared before her and asked whether she would like it to rearrange the furniture in her home. Because she feared the demon, Mrs. Guan dared not bring her two daughters to church. When asked what should be done, I told her she had to decide that the demon must leave her home before the pastor could drive it away. To make a long story short, that evening Mrs. Guan joined me in singing hymns, reading biblical promises about driving out demons, and commanding the devil in the Lord’s name to leave the Guan home. That night I helped Mrs. Guan remove the ancestral tablet on her wall, and I also laid hands on her two ill daughters and prayed for them. Because the devil’s obstruction had been removed, Mrs. Guan brought her two daughters back to church the following Sunday and joyfully took part in worship.
The chief mission of God’s servants is to preach the gospel and bring people to the Lord (Mark 16:15). When the devil obstructs the gospel’s spread, preachers must drive out demons to confirm the word they proclaim (Mark 16:17, 20). This was the principle on which Paul acted when he drove out a demon in Philippi (Acts 16:18). Believers should beware of exorcists who cannot lead people to be born again, because they may be among those the Lord does not know (Matthew 7:22–23). Believers should not be surprised that there are also demon-possessed people in the church today (2 Corinthians 11:15), because the time has not yet come for the Lord to judge demon-possessed people and false believers (Matthew 13:25, 30). These bad elements are still persecuting God’s messengers (2 Timothy 4:14), changing the Lord’s gospel (Galatians 1:7), and damaging the church’s reputation (1 Corinthians 5:1–2). When these people hear preaching in church, they often want to leave their seats because of a headache, because the Lord’s word is the spiritual sword that pierces them (Ephesians 6:17).
3. Rely on the Lord to Drive Out Demons
The ability to drive out demons depends on authority, not technique. This authority is given by the Lord (Mark 3:14–15). The Lord once revealed to the apostle John the secret of overcoming the devil: “The brothers overcame him (the devil) because of the Lamb’s blood and the word of their own testimony; even unto death they did not cherish their lives” (Revelation 12:11). From the Lord’s words, believers can know that those who wish to “rely on the Lord to drive out demons” must possess the following three qualities of life:
(1) Have the Holy Spirit in the Heart
Those who wish to overcome the devil must rely on the Lamb’s blood, because believers’ new life was purchased and redeemed by the Lord with his blood (Revelation 5:9). Only because believers belong to the Lord does his Spirit dwell in their hearts (1 Corinthians 6:19). Only because Paul had the Holy Spirit (Acts 9:17) could he drive the demon out of the maidservant in Philippi (Acts 16:18).
(2) Live Out the True Word
Because demons fear the Lord’s true disciples but not false disciples (Acts 19:15–16), those who drive out demons must have evidence of being “true disciples.” Because Paul had shown the evidence of an apostle through miracles, wonders, and mighty works (2 Corinthians 12:12), when he drove out a demon in Philippi, the demon possessing the maidservant “came out at that very moment” (Acts 16:18).
(3) Believe Firmly to the End
Paul was an apostle faithful to the Lord unto death. He did not fear death, considering departure from this life something incomparably better (Philippians 1:23). Precisely because of this, he was willing to be martyred for the Lord (2 Timothy 4:6). On encountering such a good soldier of Christ, who regarded death as going home, the devil was bound to flee at the news. People today often live in an age of “help yourself” (the source’s English: “Help yourself”). The seven sons of the chief priest Sceva had neither the Lord’s calling nor the power to drive out demons. Yet they imagined they could drive out demons merely by invoking Jesus’ name, and instead were driven away by the demon (Acts 19:13–16). May believers all have the new life that can drive out demons, because driving out demons depends on “spiritual life,” not “technique.” The “help yourself” trick is more than capable of ruining matters in spiritual warfare. Believers must have firm, unwavering faith before they can “drive away the devil” on the heavenly road. I offer the following lyric to the tune of “River City Song” to encourage fellow pilgrims and myself:
To the Tune of “River City Song” (江城子): Drive Away the Devil
The devil was originally a bad angel;

He has lost his power, yet remains in the world.

Though he can roar loudly,

He is a lion on a chain.

Believers must resist with faith;

Only then can driving out demons succeed.

Translation note
The full Part II introduction, all three main expositions, three nested life qualities, complete home-visit account, and six poem lines are translated. Original English “Help yourself” is distinguished. The malformed references 後前5:8 and 後前5:9 are retained without assigning a book; Acts16:9–13 and Genesis3:15 remain as printed. Mrs. 關’s surname is retained with an explicitly labeled Mandarin reading aid, not an asserted personal English name. The author’s historical account, interpretation of demonic activity, and spiritual claims are preserved as his statements, without independent factual or medical certification. Repeated characters in 須須 and 和和 are not repeated in English.
II. Slaying Six Generals
The Second General: Overcome the World
(II) Slay the Second General: Overcome the World
Those who wish to know the biblical meaning of “overcome the world” must understand the original Greek meanings of “overcome” (νικαω) and “world” (κοσμοσ). In the New Testament, the Greek word for “world” has three meanings: “adornment” (the source prints 後前3:3), “people of the world” (1 Corinthians 4:9), and “worldly” (Hebrews 9:1). The Greek word for “overcome” means “defeat” (the source’s English: “overcome”). When believers walk the heavenly way, “overcoming the world” means being like the Lord Jesus when he was in the world: not coveting the magnificent “worldly” “adornments” of the “people of the world,” but willingly choosing to love the heavenly Father sincerely (John 14:31; Matthew 4:8–10). Because Scripture says, “If anyone does not love the Lord, let this person be accursed. The Lord will certainly come,” “overcoming the world” is a challenge that all who wish to enter heaven must overcome. All who wish to be overcomers must have genuine faith in God (1 John 5:4). Those with this faith will put the following three biblical teachings into practice:
1. Be a Wise Person
Pilgrims on the heavenly way must always be watchful and not covet “small advantages,” because, like someone fishing, the devil uses this world’s “desires for gain” as bait to lure people onto his hook. The devil once used the sexual attraction of Potiphar’s wife to tempt Joseph to sin (Genesis 39:12). Fortunately, Joseph then had wisdom and did not befriend worldliness; only thus was God’s great undertaking of using Joseph in Egypt to preserve the Israelites not ruined (Genesis 50:20–21).
Scripture says, “All who wish to be friends with worldliness become enemies of God” (James 4:4). Because Saul loved the Amalekites’ best cattle and sheep more than Jehovah’s command, God rejected him (1 Samuel 15:19–26). Those in the wilderness who defected because they coveted the beauty of Moabite women and bowed to foreign gods were later killed because they had become God’s enemies (Numbers 25:1–5). Phinehas, who had a heart jealous against evil, pleased God and received his commendation, gaining the blessing that his “descendants could serve as priests generation after generation” (Numbers 25:11–13). Thus the flesh is of no benefit (John 6:63), and the world is temporary; only the Lord’s word has eternal value (the source prints 後前1:24–25).
All who know the flesh is of no benefit should “discipline my body and make it obey me” (1 Corinthians 9:27). To enter God’s kingdom, the Lord’s apostle Paul nailed both his “old self” and the world’s vanity to the cross (Galatians 2:20; 6:14). All who believe this world will have an end (Matthew 28:20; 2 Peter 3:7) should be diligent, so that they meet the Lord in peace, unstained and blameless (2 Peter 3:14). Because Moses had this insight, he could relinquish the world’s glory and riches and willingly suffer with the Lord’s people, thereby receiving the reward to come (Hebrews 11:25–26). Both Paul and Moses received their wisdom through God’s revelation. If pilgrims understand biblical truth, they too will have wisdom for salvation, as these men did (2 Timothy 3:15).
2. The Lord Will Surely Come Soon
When the Lord revealed to his disciple John what would soon happen (Revelation 1:1), he solemnly said, “I will surely come soon” (Revelation 22:20). “The Lord’s soon coming” means the end of the world is near. “The approaching end of the world” is the Lord’s warning bell to those who covet the world. Judging by his trustworthiness when he lived in this world, his words are extremely reliable. He told his disciples beforehand that he would be killed and would rise from the dead on the third day after his death (Matthew 16:21). Later, he indeed rose from the dead (1 Corinthians 15:3–6). Before his suffering, the Lord also foretold that Peter would deny him three times (Matthew 26:34). Events later occurred just as he had said (Matthew 26:75). If people today still cannot believe the prediction that “the Lord is coming soon,” then something is wrong with their logical thinking (Mark 13:28–29).
Because the Lord Jesus has risen from the dead, he has evidence of being “God’s Son” (Romans 1:4). In today’s world, counterfeit goods and false gods have almost reached disastrous proportions. The Lord Jesus’ resurrection has become the dividing line between the true God and false gods, and objective evidence by which people can believe Jesus is the Christ (Acts 17:31). All who have sincerity and reason will believe Jesus is Lord because of this evidence. All unwilling to do so will naturally choose the false gods they prefer for their own advantage. Because the Lord Jesus is originally the supreme Creator, he has a great eternal plan for the universe (Ephesians 1:9–12). God’s creation of humanity (Genesis 1:1) and the Lord’s salvation of humanity (John 3:16) are only parts of his plan. Compared with God’s eternity, human life in this world is only like “a horse’s glimmer passing a crack”—a fleeting instant. If someone abandons eternal salvation, blessing, and happiness for brief bodily enjoyment, that person, if not of low intelligence, must be a follower of the devil (Genesis 3:4–6). God’s revelation says that the present world will be burned with fire (2 Peter 3:7), and those who follow the devil will suffer forever with him in the lake of fire. God does not want this outcome for them (2 Peter 3:9); rather, it is to respect their right to choose (John 3:16).
All who understand God’s “policy” must be faithful to the Lord. The Lord once used the parable of “being entrusted according to ability” to warn believers. All faithful to the Lord can receive his praise and promotion (Matthew 25:20–23), while all unfaithful to him will be rejected (Matthew 25:30). The Lord wants believers to learn good rather than evil, to practice his words rather than their own wishes. All who take the Lord’s words lightly will face an outcome of regret too late, weeping, and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 25:30).
Because the Lord Jesus wanted his disciples to watchfully await his return, he told them the “parable of the ten virgins” (Matthew 25:1–12). In this parable, the “foolish virgins” refer to all those without the Holy Spirit in their hearts, while the “wise virgins” refer to those with the Holy Spirit in their hearts. The former cannot enter heaven because they lack the Holy Spirit; the latter belong to Christ because they have the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) and enter the kingdom of heaven.
3. Love God Sincerely
All pilgrims who wish to “overcome the world” must love God sincerely, because only those who sincerely love God will not covet the world (Matthew 6:24). Those who sincerely love God do not follow the crowd either, because their love for God responds to his love (1 John 4:19), rather than seeking to please others. Paul’s coworker, the physician Luke, was such a person. When everyone else left Paul because Rome was unsafe, only Luke could still remain in Rome to work with Paul because he loved God (2 Timothy 4:10–11). Luke could set aside considerations of safety and danger, gain and loss, because he loved God more than the world. Only those with this resolve can love God with a love that never ceases (1 Corinthians 13:8).
Only because Billy Graham had a close personal friendship with Nixon did Nixon, after being elected president of the United States, invite him to take a position in the White House. It is said that he offered Graham any White House post except the presidency, but Graham politely declined each offer. Graham would rather serve the highest Sovereign of heaven and earth, the Lord Jesus Christ, than serve any earthly king. Because Graham was willing to love God sincerely, he overcame the world’s temptation.
Believers’ love must undergo God’s testing. Abraham was someone whose love could withstand God’s test. God once required him to offer his only son Isaac to God as a living sacrifice. Although Abraham loved his son greatly, he loved God still more, because his only son Isaac had been given by God (Genesis 18:10). Without a word of objection, Abraham quietly went to obey God’s instruction. People today, in such a situation, would very likely argue with God or take their only son and depart from him. All who see Abraham’s true love for God will understand why God bestowed “great blessing” only on Abraham (Genesis 22:17). May all pilgrims who wish to “overcome the world” have Abraham’s kind of true love for God. I offer the following lyric to the tune of “Sorrow over Wind and Moon” to encourage those willing to love God sincerely and myself:
To the Tune of “Sorrow over Wind and Moon” (愁風月): Overcome the World
Human life is like a flower fading;

Loving the world is not worthwhile.

The Lord will surely return soon;

Heaven’s secret has not yet been disclosed.

May you truly love God,

Strive to keep the new covenant,

And not lose a young child’s heart;

Only then can you please the heavenly Father.

Translation note
The complete three expositions, every quoted statement, the Graham/Nixon account with its “it is said” attribution, and eight poem lines are translated. Exact Greek νικαω and κοσμοσ and original English “overcome” remain. The unknown reference label 後前 occurs in 3:3 and 1:24–25 and is retained without assigning a biblical book; Genesis1:1 remains as printed. The source supplies no citation after its quotation beginning “If anyone does not love the Lord.” The unusual 駒光過隙 is retained as a literal image with its fleeting-time sense, while poem 入生 is understood contextually as 人生, “human life.” The author’s historical, theological, and evaluative claims are preserved as written, without outside correction.
II. Slaying Six Generals
The Third General: Keep the Body Under
(III) Slay the Third General: Discipline One’s Body
Because the New Testament was originally written in Greek, those who wish to understand the original meaning of “discipline one’s body” must understand the Greek meanings of “discipline” (υπωπιαζω) and “body” (σωμα). The original word for “discipline,” υπωπιαζω, is formed from two Greek words, υπο and πιαζω. Because the former means “under” (Luke 7:8) and the latter means “pull” (Acts 3:7), their combination means “pull down.” The Greek word for “body,” σωμα, is translated elsewhere as “slave” (Revelation 18:13). Thus the human body is one that “obeys orders,” rather than one that “governs itself.” Believers’ bodies must obey their souls, while their souls should obey the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:14). Believers’ “disciplining their bodies” means pulling down the “slave-body” that disobeys the Holy Spirit, so that they can magnify the Lord. Mary, who gladly became the Lord’s maidservant, was a true believer able to “discipline her body” (Luke 1:38, 46). All who wish to be like Mary and able to “discipline their bodies” must understand and practice the following three biblical teachings:
1. Reorganize Oneself
“Reorganizing oneself” means believers overthrowing the “old self” so that a “new self” can be born. This is a process through which believers are “born again” (John 3:5). Saul, who had persecuted the church, could later become the Lord’s “apostle Paul” because he was willing to “reorganize himself.” Previously he had ignorantly let the “flesh” be master and had been a sinner opposing God (the source prints 1 Timothy :13). Later he pulled the “flesh” down from its saddle and let the Holy Spirit rule in his heart; consequently he became the Lord’s apostle (Galatians 2:20).
Believers must not only pull the “flesh” down from its saddle but also make it obey the “new self.” Those unwilling to do so, even if they become preachers, may still be people God rejects (1 Corinthians 9:27). Because Judas the disciple did not reorganize himself, his efforts were fruitless, and ultimately he still became the “son of destruction” (John 17:12). Although Peter had been weak and sinned (Matthew 26:75), because he was willing to obey the Lord in everything (Luke 5:5), he could receive the Lord’s mercy (Luke 22:32).
All willing to reorganize themselves must be like the prodigal son in the “story of the prodigal son” (Luke 15:11–23), willing to do the following:
(1) Love One’s Own Soul and Choose Life Rather Than Death (Luke 15:17).
(2) Obey the Spiritual Prompting Within and Willingly Awaken to Do Good (Luke 15:17).
(3) Fulfill One’s Own Responsibility and Willingly Confess Sin to the Father (Luke 15:20–21).
All willing to do these three things have already reorganized themselves. If they only talk without acting, it is “hearing footsteps on the stairs without seeing the jade-like person arrive”—all anticipation without the promised arrival. Here the “jade-like person” means the “new person already born again and saved” (2 Corinthians 5:17). All who have not “reorganized themselves” are “deceiving themselves and others” (Matthew 7:23).
2. Seek New Life
People must recognize the badness of the old life before they seek new life. Only because the prodigal son detested his life of wandering homelessness did he wish to return to his father’s home for the joy of family affection. Only people who long to receive new life in this way are those the Lord Jesus came into the world to seek and save (John 7:37). King Herod, who killed John the Baptist, once wanted to see Jesus. Because he belonged among “those God does not accept” (Jeremiah 14:10–12), Jesus then departed from him (Luke 9:9–10). Thus all who wish to receive new life must meet the Lord’s requirements (Hebrews 10:26).
The hope by which people can repent of sin and long for life comes from God’s revelation. Only because Job received God’s rebuke (Job 40:8) did he repent in ashes (Job 42:6). The three thousand who believed in the Lord after hearing Peter preach also longed for new life only after being “pierced to the heart” by the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:37). John Newton, the author of the hymn “Amazing Grace,” likewise detested his former way of life only after experiencing God’s reality. In his lyrics he said, “God actually saved a despicable wretch like me!” The source’s original English quotation is: “That saved a wretch like me!” Unfortunately, the lyric’s translator beautified the author’s meaning into “My sins have been forgiven.” Before believing in the Lord, John Newton had been a captain who traded in enslaved Black people. He deeply regretted his past conduct. Such a person was someone the Lord Jesus sought (Luke 19:10; Matthew 11:28).
Those who long for new life must trust and obey the Lord before they can receive it. When the Lord Jesus recommended “living water” to the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well (John 4:14), he instructed her to bring her husband to meet him as well. Because the woman trusted and obeyed the Lord, she brought all the people of the Samaritan city to meet him, and consequently they all received the Holy Spirit’s living water (John 4:16, 28–30). The two disciples who met the risen Lord on the road to Emmaus later carried out his instruction only because they trusted and obeyed him: they immediately returned to Jerusalem to await the Holy Spirit’s coming (Luke 24:27–33).
Because the prerequisite for believers to have “new life” is being “in Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:17), the way to be “in Christ” is to be “baptized in the Lord’s name” (Galatians 3:27), and only those “baptized in the Lord’s name” can “have the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38), believers’ “new life” is therefore a sign that they “have the Holy Spirit” in their hearts (Titus 3:5). Thus all who wish to live out new life must first receive the Holy Spirit. Joseph, who was sold as a slave in Egypt, had God’s Spirit within him (Genesis 41:38); therefore he could discipline his body and flee his master Potiphar’s wife, who wanted to tempt him to sin (Genesis 39:12–13). All who understand this principle will first lead people to receive the Holy Spirit, then teach them to live holy lives. Those who do not do so will suffer the difficulty of “pulling a cow up a tree” when teaching believers to do good, and lament “many tares, little wheat” when growing the church (Matthew 13:27).
3. Act by the Spirit
The original Greek meaning of “act by the Holy Spirit” (ζωμεν  Πνευματι) is “live in the Holy Spirit” (Galatians 5:25), because the Greek word for “act,” ζαω, means “be alive” (Matthew 27:63). Since the Lord’s words are spirit and life (John 6:63), “living in the Holy Spirit” means “living in the Lord’s words.” Because both God’s Spirit (Acts 1:8) and the Lord’s words (Psalm 119:130) have power, all believers living in the Lord’s words can “discipline their bodies.” The three thousand who turned to the Lord after hearing God’s word preached by Peter were willing to practice the teaching the Lord passed to the apostles (Acts 2:42); consequently they could all discipline their bodies and live out new lives that “glorified God and benefited people.”
“Living in the Lord’s words” means “practicing the Lord’s word” (James 1:22). Those willing to practice it have life, while those who do not practice it cannot receive life. When the Ethiopian eunuch heard Philip explain Scripture in the wilderness, only because he was willing to practice Scripture’s teaching did he request baptism and thereby receive new life (Acts 8:35–39). The rich young man who approached the Lord to ask how to receive eternal life had a different outcome. He wanted eternal life yet was unwilling to practice the Lord’s words. Consequently he could only leave the Lord sorrowfully. The rich young man’s obstacle to receiving eternal life was not his “many possessions” but his “little practice of the word” (Mark 10:17, 21–22).
Because Jehovah is the true God who “looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7), believers must have sincere willingness to practice the word before they can be saved (Psalm 7:10). Only because Zacchaeus was willing to practice the Lord’s word, help the poor, and make amends for his own wrongdoing did he hear the Lord declare that his whole household was saved (Luke 19:8–9). May believers know how to use the “sword of the Holy Spirit” (Ephesians 6:17) to defeat the “old person” (Romans 6:6), enabling themselves to enter heaven. I offer the following lyric to the tune of “Crows Crying at Night” to encourage readers and myself:
To the Tune of “Crows Crying at Night” (烏夜啼): Discipline One’s Body
If a person’s spiritual intelligence is not high,

They will stray toward their own preferences.

Learn from the prodigal son and turn back early;

Life is more important.

You must overthrow your own rule,

And remove the old self.

If the Holy Spirit dwells in your heart,

You can smile continually.

Translation note
All three expositions, the three numbered responsibilities, every quotation, and eight poem lines are translated. The author’s exact Greek υπωπιαζω, σωμα, υπο, πιαζω, ζωμεν  Πνευματι, and ζαω and his stated derivation are retained. The John Newton English line is reproduced separately from the author’s Chinese wording and his criticism of another Chinese rendering. The incomplete source 提前:13 is rendered “1 Timothy :13” without inventing a chapter. Source forms 耶路撤冷 and 埃提阿伯 are understood contextually as Jerusalem and Ethiopian; the biblical accounts and interpretations, including the Samaritan episode’s scope, remain the author’s. Both idiomatic images are preserved with enough context to convey their meaning.
II. Slaying Six Generals
The Fourth General: Renew the Culture
(IV) Slay the Fourth General: Renew Culture
“Culture” is the pattern of human activity and the sum of society’s values. In the Chinese word 文化, 文 means adornment and 化 means change. Thus human culture can change. On formal occasions, Chinese people of earlier generations generally preferred wearing a “Zhongshan suit,” whereas contemporary Chinese people mostly choose a “Western suit.” Believers who cling to old ways take pride in keeping the Ten Commandments (Mark 10:20), while believers who understand the new covenant place importance on following the Lord Jesus (Matthew 9:9). Because the minds of those born again have been renewed (Romans 12:2), they can live out a new culture. Before being born again, Paul took special pride in persecuting believers (Acts 9:2); afterward, he regarded proclaiming the Lord’s gospel as his responsibility (1 Corinthians 9:16). Thus all who can live out heaven’s new culture are people who truly have the Holy Spirit in their hearts. The Lord Jesus once said, “No one puts new wine in old wineskins” (Matthew 9:17). The “new wine” he spoke of refers to the “Holy Spirit” from God (the source prints only 八:13, “8:13”), while the “old wineskins” represent the “old person” living out an old culture. Because the rich young man who asked the Lord about eternal life was unwilling to practice heaven’s culture of “following the Lord,” he could only return to a sorrowful culture that “grows more tangled as one tries to straighten it out” (Mark 10:22). All believers already born again must renew their old culture. Those willing to do so should practice the following three biblical teachings:
1. Be Open to God
Believers walking the heavenly way are like people driving: they must have open hearts and strictly obey instructions to change their route when they receive them. Those who understand this will certainly be open to God and willing to act on his directions. Only because Peter was willing to be open to God did he accept the idea that “Gentiles are not unclean in God’s eyes.” He consequently accepted the invitation to preach the gospel, enabling Cornelius’s whole household to receive salvation (Acts 10:15, 44).
Because God’s thoughts are higher than human thoughts (Isaiah 55:9), all walking the heavenly way can receive salvation if they are willing to act on God’s higher thoughts. Once, at a pastors’ fellowship in New York, I heard a testimony from Pastor 李 (Mandarin reading aid: Li), who had just returned from a short mission trip to Southeast Asia. In her testimony, Pastor Li told us she had led a pastor in Malaysia to believe in the Lord. It turned out that, out of curiosity, this pastor had once watched a minister baptizing people beside a river and had fallen into the water. The elderly minister administering baptism mistook him for a baptismal candidate and consequently brought him back to church to be nurtured. This man who had “lost his footing” later entered Bible college and, after graduating, succeeded the elderly pastor. Because he had never had peace in his heart, he asked Pastor Li how to obtain peace. After understanding this unpeaceful “pastor’s” past experience, she brought him before the Lord, allowing him to experience the Lord’s forgiveness and peace. This religious worker, originally without peace in his heart, could later become a pastor “born again and saved” because he was willing to “ask humbly, without shame even in asking those below him,” “be open to God,” and practice heaven’s culture of “sincere repentance.”
2. Live Out the Divine Nature
All who have been born again possess God’s nature (2 Peter 1:4). Those with God’s nature will live out the culture of heaven (Romans 14:17). Today some preachers often encourage believers to practice heaven’s culture, yet do not lead them to be born again and saved. This well-meant effort, like “asking a tiger for its skin,” is completely ineffective. If believers have not yet been born again, they do not have God’s nature. Without God’s nature, they have neither the heart nor the strength to practice heaven’s culture. This is why, when preachers encourage people to do what is right in God’s eyes, listeners not yet born again find it even harder than “pulling a cow up a tree.” May preachers all have the Lord Jesus’ wisdom. When he taught Nicodemus the truth, he spoke first of being born again and afterward of other matters (John 3:3). If people are willing to seek God’s kingdom and righteousness first, other problems in life will readily be resolved (Matthew 6:33). Those who understand this principle should follow the good examples of these worthy predecessors:
Abraham was someone “close to God” (Isaiah 41:8). Deep fellowship with God was a sign that Abraham had God’s nature, because those following different ways find it difficult to work together. Because he had God’s nature, he acted on heaven’s will out of reverence for God (Genesis 22:12). He was unlike today’s worldly people, who always argue matters out with God. They wait until God’s reasoning agrees with their own before carrying out his instructions.
Jonah was a prophet able to “recognize an error and correct it.” At first he was unwilling to obey God’s command to preach in Nineveh, because he feared its people would harm Israel in the future. Because Jonah strayed along his own path, God let him fall into a fish’s belly. Amid suffering, Jonah learned to obey God. God then gave him another opportunity, making him his “imperial commissioner” to proclaim God’s will in Nineveh. His service was very effective: within one day he led the entire city to turn to the Lord (Jonah 1:1–3, 15, 17; 2:8–10; 3:3).
Paul was willing to “obey the Holy Spirit’s” leading (Acts 9:17). Because Paul had the virtue of “yielding the way to the Lord,” he was willing to change his preaching itinerary for God. He had planned to go east to Bithynia, but after receiving a vision from God he decided to go to Macedonia. Through his “yielding the way to the Lord,” the gospel reached Europe (Acts 16:7–12). Later, the Lord’s gospel could spread throughout Europe and from there to all the other continents; Paul’s contribution in yielding to the Lord cannot be overlooked.
Caleb was a spiritual leader who dared to “stand against the opinions of the many” (Numbers 14:6–9). At the leaders’ assembly on whether the Israelites should enter Canaan, Caleb insisted on carrying out God’s will that his people enter Canaan, despite being outvoted ten to two. His decision to stand against the many and obey God is the culture of heaven that pilgrims must practice (Numbers 14:9–10). May believers all have God’s nature, so that they truly have the life of citizens of heaven and can practice heaven’s culture of “being close to God,” “recognizing an error and correcting it,” “obeying the Holy Spirit,” and “standing against the opinions of the many.”
3. Love God Wholeheartedly
Whether believers can renew culture depends entirely on their willingness to love God wholeheartedly and love others as themselves (Matthew 22:37). King David knew how to love God wholeheartedly (Psalm 116:1), so he could practice heaven’s culture of “keeping one’s word” (Psalm 116:12–14). Because Judas the Lord’s disciple did not love him (Matthew 26:16), he could not practice heaven’s culture of “sincerity” (Matthew 26:49; John 4:24). Because the prophet Elijah knew how to love God’s people, he could practice heaven’s culture of “praying for God’s people.” He defeated the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel and turned all the people’s hearts toward the true God (1 Kings 18:37–40). The Lord Jesus once used a parable to remind his disciples to “love others as themselves” when praying. The Pharisee in the parable despised the tax collector in his prayer and was not accepted by the Lord (Luke 18:11–12), while the tax collector’s confession and plea received the Lord’s approval (Luke 18:13–14).
Loving others is an expression of believers’ love for God. “Loving God” without loving others is nothing but empty talk (1 John 4:20). Because David loved God, he could live out new life (Psalm 116:1, 8). All with new life are believers able to “renew culture.” Joseph (Genesis 39:9) and Zacchaeus (Luke 19:8) were both believers able to live out heaven’s culture. Today’s believers should do likewise, so that everyone in the world can recognize them as citizens of heaven (John 13:35).
Because Paul loved God wholeheartedly (Romans 8:35), he could practice heaven’s culture of “magnifying the Lord” (Philippians 1:20). Those who know how to magnify the Lord will not “let the guest’s clamor usurp the host”—take over the Lord’s place. Because John the Baptist magnified the Lord, he did not dare baptize Jesus. Only after the Lord insisted did John obey his command (Matthew 3:14–16). May all pilgrims love God wholeheartedly and magnify the Lord, enabling themselves to “renew culture” and live as citizens of heaven. Toward this goal, I offer the following lyric to the tune of “Partridge Sky” to encourage readers and myself:
To the Tune of “Partridge Sky” (鷓鴣天): Renew Culture
Believers live out a good example,

Emerging from mud yet remaining unstained.

Leave a good name for all generations, revealing Christ;

Renew culture without laziness.

Practice truth and work for God.

An upright heart does not fear inspection.

The saints no longer have the old culture,

Proud to possess a new view of life.

Translation note
The full three expositions, complete Malaysian pastor account, four biblical examples, and eight poem lines are translated. Original English “culture” remains, and 文/化 are retained because the source explains those Chinese characters. The bare citation 八:13 (“8:13”) is preserved without an invented book. Pastor 李’s surname remains with an explicitly labeled Mandarin reading aid; no official English personal name is asserted. Figurative idioms are retained with explanatory English where needed. The source’s repeated 在在 and apparent 明意理/其勉/尊命 forms are understood contextually; its theological, historical, and geographical claims are not silently revised.
II. Slaying Six Generals
The Fifth General: Break Down Superstition
(V) Slay the Fifth General: Dispel Superstition
The Hebrew word for “going astray,” 迷, in “superstition,” 迷信 (העות; Proverbs 21:16), comes from the Hebrew word העת. Elsewhere in Scripture, this Hebrew word is translated “wander” (Psalm 107:40) and “go astray” (Jeremiah 50:6). Thus “superstition” refers to people’s faith “drifting without stability” and “departing from truth.” The three thousand Israelites whose faith “drifted without stability” in the wilderness departed from truth by worshiping an idol (Exodus 32:8), and consequently Jehovah struck them all dead (Exodus 32:28). If they had known beforehand how fearful it is to fall into the living God’s hands (Hebrews 10:31), perhaps some would have been willing to “dispel superstition” and turn to God.
Those Israelites who strayed along their own path no longer had an opportunity to choose again, but those who depart from the true word today still have an opportunity to choose to “turn back like the prodigal son.”
May all still living today be willing to return to God’s word and see whether their faith meets his standard. If they remain self-righteous, they will follow in the footsteps of those Israelites who perished. May all who awaken be able to dispel the following three superstitions:
1. Suffer No Adversity
Only because worldly people are unwilling to encounter adversity do some preachers today cater to their preferences, using the benefit of “suffering no adversity” (1 Chronicles 4:10) to attract them to the Lord. In fact this is not a “benefit” but “misdirection,” because the original meaning of the Hebrew word translated “suffer no adversity” (הערמ) is “be delivered from sin and evil.” Its original meaning is “evil” (Job 20:12), not “adversity.” “Being delivered from sin and evil” is Scripture’s original meaning, exactly agreeing with the Lord’s words in the “Lord’s Prayer” (Matthew 6:13). “Suffer no adversity” is a human mistranslation that contradicts New Testament teaching (Acts 14:22). If believers do not suffer adversity, they lack the ability to comfort those amid adversity (2 Corinthians 1:4–5), and they cannot share the Lord’s glory in the future (Romans 8:17). If this superstition were valid, how should we explain the various sufferings Paul experienced after believing in the Lord (2 Corinthians 11:23–29)?
May those with this superstition soon “turn back and reach the shore,” because they have brought into the church many who only want “success” and are unwilling to be “good soldiers of Christ,” thereby damaging the church’s reputation. When British Prime Minister Churchill called the British people to enlist and fight Hitler to the death, he did not entice people with “suffering no adversity,” but challenged them with “blood and sweat.” Churchill wanted “good soldiers,” not “pampered young masters in uniform.” This is precisely what the Lord wants of believers today (2 Timothy 2:3). All who continue to attract people to belief in the Lord with the lie of “suffering no adversity” are people changing the gospel (Galatians 1:7). May these people who mislead others think carefully before acting, because God’s punishment for those who alter Scripture is very severe (Revelation 22:18).
2. Predestine People to Destruction
Just as some people replace God’s revealed biblical meaning that “believers can be delivered from evil” with their own theological idea that “believers can suffer no adversity” (1 Chronicles 4:10), some today also replace the biblical meaning that “God predestined us to receive sonship through Jesus Christ” with their own theological idea that “God predestined us to receive sonship.” (Ephesians 1:5.) According to these people’s thinking, since God predestined us to receive the standing of his children, all who belong to “them” must be people God predestined not to receive salvation. This inference contradicts biblical revelation, for the following reasons:
(1) Ephesians 1:5 says God has predestined that the way for us to receive the standing of his children is through Jesus Christ. It does not say he has predestined certain people to be unable to receive salvation.
(2) Because elsewhere God has said he is “unwilling for a single person to perish” (2 Peter 3:9), God will not “go back on his word,” because he “cannot deny himself” (2 Timothy 2:13).
(3) Because God shows no favoritism, those who say “God will predestine certain people to go to hell” are maliciously slandering God. The rich young man seeking eternal life left Jesus sorrowfully because he chose to “preserve his possessions,” rather than because God had already predestined him not to receive eternal life. Because the Lord loved that rich young man greatly (Mark 10:21), he could not say on one hand that he loved him greatly while predestining him on the other hand to be unable to receive salvation.
Those with the superstition that “God predestines people to destruction” make the following two errors:
(1) Because they do not grasp God’s intention in the light of the whole Bible, they make the mistake of “substituting a point for the whole surface.” Their view is “partly right, but not entirely right.”
Their view that “God predestined us to be saved through Jesus Christ” is correct, but the view that “God predestined certain people to go to hell” does not accord with biblical teaching.
(2) They do not know that God’s “predestining people to be saved” is based on people’s “love” for God. All who sincerely love God will be predestined and “called” by him into heaven (Romans 8:28). Because love for God cannot be forced, he respects people’s willing decisions (John 3:16). All who decide not to love God consequently “bear responsibility for the outcome themselves.” It is extremely ignorant for superstitious people to call “people being unqualified to enter heaven” “God predestining people not to enter heaven.”
May believers not ignore God’s righteousness (1 John 1:9), because those who wish to receive eternal life must be righteous people with true faith (Romans 1:17). Believers should trust and obey the Lord (Romans 1:5) and have God’s righteousness (1 John 3:7), before they are worthy to enter heaven and receive heavenly glory (Romans 8:30). In entering heaven, believers must strive to meet God’s conditions (Matthew 11:12). They must not be self-righteous (Proverbs 14:12), but understand God’s will. Pilgrims must know that human theology cannot replace God’s thoughts (Isaiah 55:8). All “predestinationists” who do not love God are unworthy to enter heaven (1 Corinthians 16:22).
3. Call Oneself a Priest
Some believers today call themselves “priests.” This does not accord with biblical truth, because priestly office is given by God (Numbers 18:7). Regarding “calling oneself a priest” as “superstition” has the following biblical grounds:
(1) Scripture only says God gives the church apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers. It does not say there is an office of “priest” (Ephesians 4:11).
(2) Scripture’s “priestly function” (επατευμα) was mistranslated as “priest” by the Chinese Bible’s translators (1 Peter 2:5, 9), because the Greek for “priests” (ιερεισ; Revelation 20:6) differs from the Greek for “priestly function” (1 Peter 2:9).
(3) God originally established priests to offer sacrifices for the people (Exodus 29:36). People in the new-covenant era do not need the old covenant’s “priests,” because the high priest Jesus Christ (Hebrews 4:15) has offered himself once (Hebrews 10:12), bearing the sins of many (Hebrews 9:28). Henceforth “there is no longer any need to offer sacrifices for sinners” (Hebrews 10:18).
(4) The Chinese New Testament does indeed contain the rendering “priest of the gospel” (ιερουγεω; Romans 15:16), but that rendering is the translator’s opinion. Other English Bibles render ιερουγεω respectively as follows (these English descriptions translate the author’s Chinese wording): “a minister proclaiming God’s gospel like a priest” (RSV & NASB), “a minister with the priestly responsibility of proclaiming the gospel” (NIV), “a minister proclaiming God’s gospel” (KJ), and “a minister devoted to proclaiming God’s gospel” (IB). Thus Paul was saying he was “a preacher who, like a priest offering sacrifice, can bring Gentiles to the Lord and offer them to God” (Romans 15:16). May believers not live in the old-covenant era, but bring people to the Lord, qualifying themselves to become “preachers devoted to the gospel.” May all who call themselves “priests” understand Scripture, enabling themselves to have wisdom for salvation (2 Timothy 3:15). I offer the following lyric to the tune of “The Diviner” to encourage readers and myself.
To the Tune of “The Diviner” (卜算子): Dispel Superstition
Only with the Lord’s word

Can people distinguish falsehood from truth.

Beware ignorant, superstitious people

Who call themselves sound in doctrine.

You should endure suffering;

Only then can you be a loyal servant of the King.

Set aside private wishes and follow the Lord;

You must love God sincerely.

Translation note
All three disputed teachings, the three reasons and two errors within the second teaching, all four priesthood arguments, and eight poem lines are translated in source order. Exact Hebrew העות, העת, הערמ and Greek επατευμα, ιερεισ, ιερουγεω are preserved, including malformed spellings. English descriptions attributed to RSV, NASB, NIV, KJ, and IB are explicitly translations of the source’s Chinese paraphrases, not verified quotations from those editions. The author’s doctrinal objections and historical quotation “blood and sweat” remain as supplied; no words absent from the source are added. Apparent 已路/那穌/不可會 forms are understood contextually as one’s own path/Jesus/could not.
II. Slaying Six Generals
The Sixth General: Sweep Away Ignorance
(VI) Slay the Sixth General: Clear Away Ignorance
Lacking “knowledge” (עדוי) means people have no “knowledge.” This is knowledge of “when Jehovah’s destruction will suddenly arrive” (Proverbs 24:22). God once warned his people through the prophet, “My people perish because of ignorance” (Hosea 4:6). Those without this spiritual knowledge cannot be saved even if they have Einstein’s mind. Such “ignorance” comes not from a lack of education, but from a lack of sincerity toward the Creator (Romans 1:21). Such people must repent and turn to what is right before they can draw near to (Psalm 145:18) and worship the true God (John 4:24). Because people must first repent before they can believe the gospel (Mark 1:15), all who wish to “clear away ignorance” must learn the prodigal son’s “sincere repentance” (Luke 15:21), rather than retain the Athenian audience’s worldly habit of “talking and listening” (Acts 17:21). All willing to learn the prodigal son’s return must clear away the following aspects of “ignorance.”
1. The Old Person Has Not Died
Because the Greek word for “old” (παλαιον) refers to qualities that “can decay” (Hebrews 8:13), “can tear” (Matthew 9:16), and “can leak” (Matthew 9:17), the “old person” spoken of in Scripture means a “person of poor quality.” Because such people do not meet God’s requirements, God requires them to be crucified with Christ and no longer be slaves to sin, so that through having the form of new life they can enter heaven (Romans 6:6–8).
All whose “old person has not yet died” will resolve to do good but be unable to carry it out (Romans 7:18). Because the “old person” in the rich young man who asked the Lord about eternal life had not died, although he wanted eternal life he could not fulfill the Lord’s requirements for those seeking it (Mark 10:21–22). Many believers today come for bread (John 6:26); because their old person has not died, they become “Christians in name only” (1 Corinthians 15:34). Such people only want to hear words of blessing, not the true word (John 6:60), and consequently will all ultimately leave the Lord (John 6:66). May the ten Israelite spies who were unwilling to enter Canaan and died in the wilderness, and Judas who betrayed Jesus, serve as “warnings from the overturned cart ahead” for those today whose “old person has not yet died.”
All who wish to seek life and willingly “clear away ignorance” must fulfill their own responsibility. They should respond to God’s love, because God has never abandoned those whose “old person has not died.” God both wishes the prodigal to return and escape death (Ezekiel 33:11) and respects their decisions (Romans 1:28). This is why the prodigal son’s father would often wait at his door for his son’s return (Luke 15:20). A prodigal who comes home without his heart returning is only “someone begging for food.” Only someone who turns back with his heart toward God is a true son able to inherit the heavenly Father’s estate (Romans 8:14).
Those willing to “turn their hearts toward God” must die to sin (Romans 6:11). Those willing to die to sin should transfer sovereignty from their own “flesh” to the “Holy Spirit,” enabling themselves to receive life and peace (Romans 8:6). Believers who have not carried out this “seizure of power” are still “outsiders at the door” of heaven (Matthew 7:23).
2. Believe People Too Readily
The Lord once warned his disciples not to believe people too readily, because false Christs would appear in the world (Matthew 24:4–5). Since the distinction between the true Christ and false Christs lies in “whether resurrection from the dead has actually occurred” (Romans 1:4), people should believe in the Lord because he has proof of resurrection from the dead, rather than because he can give them many benefits. Believing in the Lord is like a child who lost his mother when young recognizing his birth mother again: he should not recognize her as his mother because she is wealthy, but should willingly accept her because she has proof of her identity. All who believe in the Lord to obtain benefits are “credulous people.”
Credulous people will certainly end up “losing both the person and the money.” When I established a church in California many years ago, there was an older unmarried brother in the church. He later met a woman in Guangxi, China. He asked me to help the woman with the procedures for immigration to the United States, because he intended to marry her. Because this brother had been a missionary’s adopted son, out of regard for the missionary I prepared the letters his fiancée needed for immigration. Several months later, the brother joyfully brought his bride to church. Sadly, a few months afterward, the bride who had solemnly pledged her willingness to marry him ran away from home. This brother experienced the deception of “losing both the person and the money.” He was harmed because he “believed someone too readily” without evidence that she truly loved him. There are many such credulous people in God’s house today. The Lord Jesus once mentioned a preacher able to drive out demons and perform mighty works. This very gifted preacher was actually an “evildoer” in the Lord’s eyes (Matthew 7:23). May believers not imitate that preacher, who only called Jesus Lord with his mouth (Matthew 7:21), yet did not “believe in his heart that God raised him from the dead” (Romans 10:9), and consequently still did not know Jesus Christ who had risen from the dead. Thus the reason that preacher did not know the Lord was not that he had not believed in Jesus, but that he had not yet believed in the true Lord Jesus who rose from the dead.
All willing to believe in Jesus who rose from the dead should accept the fact of the Lord Jesus Christ’s resurrection on the evidence of his resurrection at that time. Evidence proving the Lord has risen is that, after his resurrection, five hundred people saw him at the same time (1 Corinthians 15:6). Paul believed in the Lord because he had met Jesus Christ who had already risen from the dead (Acts 9:4–5). Thus having “experiential knowledge” of the Lord is very important. Only because Peter had experienced the risen Lord (John 21:15) did he dare testify to his resurrection and lead many people to him (Acts 2:32, 41).
All who did not believe in the Lord because of his resurrection must supply this indispensable reason for belief. Those who believe in the Lord without considering the evidence of his resurrection are credulous people for whom “whoever provides milk is mother.” Such people value “advantage,” not “reason.” The Lord did not like such people (John 6:26–27). May believers all honestly examine their reasons for believing in the Lord. Only those whose hearts are right can have a share in the Lord’s word (Acts 8:21).
3. Fail to Keep the New Covenant
Because the Israelites did not persevere in keeping the covenant God established with them, God disregarded them, and the old covenant was soon to disappear (Hebrews 8:9, 13). The Lord Jesus was born to establish another, new covenant with God’s people, because he is the new covenant’s mediator (Hebrews 12:24). A “mediator” (μεσιτησ) is one who reconciles God and people. He gave himself as a ransom for all people (1 Timothy 2:6), to bring peace between people and God (Romans 5:1). After God and people are reconciled, God gives people the Holy Spirit as a gift (Acts 2:38) to dwell in their hearts (Ephesians 3:17). Thereafter, all who obey God’s Spirit’s leading can become God’s sons (Romans 8:14).
According to God’s requirements, all who enter a covenant with him need forgiveness of sins and must willingly set their hearts on practicing God’s law (Jeremiah 31:33–34). To ensure forgiveness, those entering the covenant must sincerely confess what is sin in God’s eyes, then wash away their sins through baptism (Acts 22:16). Afterward, through the Lord’s Communion they examine their sins (1 Corinthians 11:28) and ask the Lord for forgiveness. Only through this process can they reach the goal the Lord desires: “the whole body is clean” (John 13:10).
Some people today do not know Scripture’s definition of sin; after only verbally confessing sin, they say they have believed in the Lord. Yet all who have not sincerely obeyed God and whose sins have not been forgiven are people not yet able to enter a covenant with the Lord. Because they have not yet established the new covenant, those not yet in covenant do not have the Holy Spirit in their hearts to bear witness together that they are God’s children (Romans 8:16). May such believers learn King David’s example of confession, making themselves qualified keepers of God’s covenant. David confessed to God his “sin” (האטח; missing life’s purpose), “iniquity” (ןוע; deceitfulness), and “transgression” (עשפ; rebellion); consequently God forgave his sins and evil (Psalm 32:5). May all believers believe that Jesus is the Christ, willingly resolve to keep the new covenant, and yield sovereignty to the Lord, enabling themselves to become pilgrims with “true knowledge.” To help readers “clear away ignorance,” I offer the following lyric to the tune of “The Beautiful Lady Yu” to encourage fellow pilgrims and myself:
To the Tune of “The Beautiful Lady Yu” (虞美人): Beware Ignorance
People will perish through ignorance;

Believers must beware.

God often places people in deadly circumstances,

So that prodigals turn back and are justified.

Disciples should keep the new covenant;

Confession of sin must be urgent.

People must believe in the Lord’s resurrection;

Only then can they receive new life and enter heaven.

Translation note
All three expositions, the entire immigration/marriage account, all Scripture references and quotations, and eight poem lines are translated. Exact Hebrew עדוי, האטח, ןוע, עשפ and Greek παλαιον, μεσιτησ are preserved. The source’s compressed 都須罪的赦免 is understood as needing forgiveness; no missing passage is supplied. The mother analogy retains this version’s explicit “recognize her as his mother.” The poem’s source heading is “Beware Ignorance,” distinct from the chapter’s “Clear Away Ignorance.” The author’s interpretations of sin, baptism, Communion, salvation, and resurrection are translated without doctrinal revision.
Conclusion
Conclusion
After forty years of refining in the gospel field and sixty years of insights from Bible reading and devotion, I wrote “What Pilgrims on the Heavenly Way Need to Know” in one sustained effort. This book draws on Guan Yunchang’s story of “crossing five passes and slaying six generals” in Romance of the Three Kingdoms to explain biblical teaching on believers walking the heavenly way and entering heaven. We can see two insights in Guan Yunchang’s story: first, crossing the five passes and slaying six generals was the necessary route by which he could see Liu Bei; second, “daring to overcome every difficulty” expressed his respect and love for Liu Bei. These two insights agree with the central point of this book’s “thesis” (the source’s English: “Thesis”): because the road leading to eternal life is narrow (Matthew 7:14), pilgrims must love the true God (Psalm 91:14) and be willing to undergo hardship (Acts 14:22) before they can receive eternal life. In this book I have uncovered many insights from Scripture’s original languages, providing the original meaning of God’s revelation for those willing to put their faith right. May believers love truth more than tradition, and love God more than God’s blessings.
Another distinctive feature of this book is its use of classical poems and lyrics to convey the gospel message. Emperor Kangxi had already pioneered this approach. Sadly, his poem on the cross only describes the event of “crucifixion,” without mentioning the Savior Jesus or urging people to turn to the Lord. Nevertheless, his line “A hundred-zhang stream of grace branches from the West” is still worthy of respect and admiration. Because ancient writers often had unfortunate circumstances, their poems and lyrics frequently expressed negativity. The Later Lord Li described his sorrow as “just like a river of spring water flowing east,” while Li Qingzhao lamented her sadness as “desolate, miserable, sorrowful.” People must have a positive attitude before they can regard suffering as the prelude to accomplishing a great responsibility. May writers everywhere have a positive outlook on life, so that in God’s hands they give off the fragrance of Christ. May the following lyric to the tune of “The Beautiful Lady Yu” “cast a brick to draw forth jade”—offer a modest work that invites something finer—and encourage readers and myself:
To the Tune of “The Beautiful Lady Yu” (虞美人): Follow the Lord
In youth I followed the Lord to Jimei,

Never tiring of learning the way.

In my prime I followed the Lord to the land of America,

Experiencing love’s sea and the Spirit’s wind bringing rain of grace.

Now I follow the Lord to “Wen City” (溫市),

To serve as an ambassador of the gospel.

This Jesus is truly trustworthy,

The “true Word” risen from the dead.

Translation note
Both full concluding paragraphs, all three literary quotations, and eight poem lines are translated. The forty/sixty-year figures and original English “Thesis” are retained. The Kangxi attribution and evaluation are the author’s; the Chinese unit 丈 is retained as zhang rather than changed into an English measurement. Jimei transliterates 集美; 美地 is rendered contextually as the land of America. The source’s 溫市 is an abbreviated place-name, retained as “Wen City” with the Chinese rather than expanded to an unconfirmed city name. The source itself identifies Romance of the Three Kingdoms here; no other edition’s wording is substituted.
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Translation note
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Supplement: About the Author
Supplement: About the Author
About the Speaker
Pastor David Tsang (曾大衛) was called to serve the Lord full time in 1967 and subsequently received theological training in Hong Kong and the United States. He earned a Bachelor of Theology at Evangel Theological College in Hong Kong (香港播道神學院), a Master of Divinity at Trinity Divinity School in Illinois in the United States (三一神學院), and a Master of Theology and a Doctor of Missiology at Fuller Seminary in California in the United States (富樂神學院).
Pastor David Tsang founded Pomona Chinese Christian Church (葡園華人基督教會) and Blessed UM Church (衛理公會恩雨堂) in California in the United States; established the literature ministry Agape Missions (神的愛傳道會) in Washington, DC; and began ministries including the Greater New York Metropolitan Chinese Christian Churches Association (大紐約地區華人基督教教會聯會) in New York, serving the greater New York area of New York State, New Jersey, and Connecticut.
Pastor Tsang served successively as senior pastor of churches including Cornerstone United Methodist Church, Chinese Christian Church in DC (華府基督教會), Columbia Chinese Baptist Church in MD (哥倫比亞華人浸信會), and OCM Boon Church (中宣會播恩堂). He also served as a consulting pastor to several Chinese churches in the greater New York area.
Pastor Tsang has led several thousand people to the Lord in different parts of the world. He translated the book Making Disciples of Nations (使萬民作門徒) and published mission works including The Blazing Torch (明燈發亮), The Secrets of True Words (真道秘笈), The Rationality of Missions (宣道之理), Be a Spiritual Fisherman (作屬靈的漁夫), The Rationale of Spiritual Growth (靈命成長之情理), and Spiritual Spring and Autumn (屬靈春秋). Pastor Tsang is currently engaged in writing. He places particular emphasis on proclaiming the truth of the Bible in its original languages and training believers to become the Lord’s true disciples.
Translation note
This exact source supplies a speaker heading and four Chinese biography paragraphs. All dates, four degrees, institutions, ministries, several-thousand figure, one translated book, six published works, and the source-era current-writing statement are translated. Original English “Cornerstone United Methodist Church” is preserved. Institutional and book names use David’s own English where available. No complete English biography has been imported from another manuscript; this remains the translation of the four Chinese paragraphs in this source. “Currently” reflects when the source was written, not a newly verified present-day claim.
Variant manuscript DT-0277
Variant manuscript DT-0277
Translation note
These are passages from variant manuscript DT-0277, retained alongside the main reading edition based on DT-0276. They preserve the differing passages identified in the archive comparison, with complete paragraph or table context where needed. This appendix is not a newly identified book or a replacement text. Names, source slips, biblical references and Greek or Hebrew character sequences remain visible; the sequence of letters has not been silently reversed or regularized.
1. Variant passage — source line 7
What Pilgrims on the Heavenly Way Need to Know
Translation note
The two blank rule characters preceding the title are retained in the Chinese source text.
2. Variant passage — source line 29
Written by Pastor David Tsang
3. Variant passage — source line 80
Since faithfully following the Lord is the condition for believers to receive eternal life (John 10:27–28), those who want eternal life must choose the narrow road of “crossing five passes and slaying six generals” (Matthew 7:14). Only those willing to do this will refrain from coveting and loving the world, because this world will soon become the past (1 John 2:17).
4. Variant passage — source line 117
The Hebrew word for “honesty” (שלס) means “completeness” (2 Chronicles 15:17). Those who are complete in God’s eyes will be “honest” with God (1 Chronicles 29:19). Only such people will walk with God (Genesis 6:9). All those with whom God is unwilling to be present are evil people in his eyes (Matthew 7:22). Since evildoers cannot receive salvation (Psalm 1:6), all who want to be saved must be honest with God.
5. Variant passage — source line 120
The Hebrew word for “honesty” (שלס) is also translated “fairness” elsewhere in Scripture (Deuteronomy 25:15). This means that those who are honest with God will show fairness toward people. Such people are blessed in God’s eyes (Psalm 106:3). Abraham was just. When he took his household men to rescue his nephew Lot, defeated the king of Sodom, and captured their people and possessions, the king of Sodom wanted to offer him all the possessions and ask only for the people back. Abraham returned all the people and possessions to the king of Sodom (Genesis 14:23). This shows that Abraham was both righteous and honest. Only such believers are worthy to receive God’s blessing (Genesis 12:2).
6. Variant passage — source line 124
The “Greek word” for “honesty” (שלס), as the source calls it here, is translated 平平安安的, “peacefully,” elsewhere in the Chinese Bible (Genesis 33:18). This translation should allow room for discussion and improvement. First, שלס is an adverb in the sentence, so according to Chinese grammar, the character 的 should be changed to 地. Second, שלס in this sentence means “safe” (the English NIV and NASB Bible versions both translate שלס as safely), so only by translating it as 安全地, “safely,” can the rendering better accord with the Bible’s original meaning. After Jacob met the Lord at the Jabbok crossing, his new life brought a change, and he consequently returned home and sincerely reconciled with Esau. Since Jacob had a sincere life, he received God’s protection and returned safely to Canaan (Genesis 33:11, 18).
7. Variant passage — source line 129
The Hebrew word for “honesty” (שלס) is translated “peaceable” in another passage of the Chinese Bible (Genesis 34:21). Thus the Hebrew for “being honest with God” also contains the meaning “being at peace with God,” just as the Chinese word 好 can mean both “agree” and “like.” According to biblical revelation, those at peace with God must remove the wall between God and humanity (Ephesians 2:14). Believers cannot say they want peace with God while keeping far from him, as though a dividing wall stood between them and God. Such people are “Martha-type” believers: willing to work, yet with no heart for listening to the word (Luke 10:39–40).
8. Variant passage — source line 141
The Lord placed great importance on faith’s genuineness. When he saw the centurion’s faith that did not depend on sight, he exclaimed, “I have not encountered such great faith even in Israel” (Luke 7:9). In fact, the Greek word for “so great” (τοσαυτην) originally is “such” (the source’s English gloss). Elsewhere this word can be translated “so many” (John 6:9) and “so long” (John 14:9). Thus the Lord did not say “such great faith,” but “such (genuine) faith.” Only because the Lord did not attach importance to the small quantity of faith did he reject the apostles’ request to increase their faith. He said: “If you have faith like a mustard seed, even if you say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ it will certainly obey you” (Luke 17:5–6).
9. Variant passage — source line 176
The Greek word for God’s “righteousness” (δικαιοσυνη) is translated elsewhere as “justice” (Hebrews 11:33) and “proper observance” (Matthew 3:15). The Hebrew word for “righteousness” (צדק) is translated elsewhere as “what is right” (Job 33:12) and “fairness” (the source prints 撤下15:4). In sum, the “righteous path” is the way God regards as right. All willing to walk the new way God indicates will take this right path. Whether a path is crooked or right depends not on many people’s opinion (Proverbs 14:12), but solely on God’s judgment (Genesis 4:7).
10. Variant passage — source line 196
The Greek word for “servant” (δουλος) originally means “slave.” When Paul called himself a servant of Jesus Christ, he was saying that he was the Lord’s slave (Romans 1:1). When Mary spoke with the angel, she also said she was the Lord’s “maidservant” (Luke 1:38). The original meaning of the Greek word for “maidservant” (δουλος) is “female slave.” Willingly acknowledging oneself as the Lord’s slave is quite reasonable, because born-again believers are servants whom the Lord bought at a high price and in whose hearts the Holy Spirit dwells (1 Corinthians 6:19–20).
11. Variant passage — source line 248
Those who wish to know the biblical meaning of “overcome the world” must understand the original Greek meanings of “overcome” (νικαω) and “world” (κοσμοσ ). In the New Testament, the Greek word for “world” has three meanings: “adornment” (the source prints 後前3:3), “people of the world” (1 Corinthians 4:9), and “worldly” (Hebrews 9:1). The Greek word for “overcome” means “defeat” (the source’s English: “overcome”). When believers walk the heavenly way, “overcoming the world” means being like the Lord Jesus when he was in the world: not coveting the magnificent “worldly” “adornments” of the “people of the world,” but willingly choosing to love the heavenly Father sincerely (John 14:31; Matthew 4:8–10). Because Scripture says, “If anyone does not love the Lord, let this person be accursed. The Lord will certainly come,” “overcoming the world” is a challenge that all who wish to enter heaven must overcome. All who wish to be overcomers must have genuine faith in God (1 John 5:4). Those with this faith will put the following three biblical teachings into practice:
12. Variant passage — source line 335
The Hebrew word for “going astray,” 迷, in “superstition,” 迷信 (תועה; Proverbs 21:16), comes from the Hebrew word תעה. Elsewhere in Scripture, this Hebrew word is translated “wander” (Psalm 107:40) and “go astray” (Jeremiah 50:6). Thus “superstition” refers to people’s faith “drifting without stability” and “departing from truth.” The three thousand Israelites whose faith “drifted without stability” in the wilderness departed from truth by worshiping an idol (Exodus 32:8), and consequently Jehovah struck them all dead (Exodus 32:28). If they had known beforehand how fearful it is to fall into the living God’s hands (Hebrews 10:31), perhaps some would have been willing to “dispel superstition” and turn to God.
13. Variant passage — source line 339
Only because worldly people are unwilling to encounter adversity do some preachers today cater to their preferences, using the benefit of “suffering no adversity” (1 Chronicles 4:10) to attract them to the Lord. In fact this is not a “benefit” but “misdirection,” because the original meaning of the Hebrew word translated “suffer no adversity” (מרעה) is “be delivered from sin and evil.” Its original meaning is “evil” (Job 20:12), not “adversity.” “Being delivered from sin and evil” is Scripture’s original meaning, exactly agreeing with the Lord’s words in the “Lord’s Prayer” (Matthew 6:13). “Suffer no adversity” is a human mistranslation that contradicts New Testament teaching (Acts 14:22). If believers do not suffer adversity, they lack the ability to comfort those amid adversity (2 Corinthians 1:4–5), and they cannot share the Lord’s glory in the future (Romans 8:17). If this superstition were valid, how should we explain the various sufferings Paul experienced after believing in the Lord (2 Corinthians 11:23–29)?
14. Variant passage — source line 354
(2) Scripture’s “priestly function” (επατευμα) was mistranslated as “priest” by the Chinese Bible’s translators (1 Peter 2:5, 9), because the Greek for “priests” (ιερεις; Revelation 20:6) differs from the Greek for “priestly function” (1 Peter 2:9).
15. Variant passage — source line 371
Lacking “knowledge” (יודע) means people have no “knowledge.” This is knowledge of “when Jehovah’s destruction will suddenly arrive” (Proverbs 24:22). God once warned his people through the prophet, “My people perish because of ignorance” (Hosea 4:6). Those without this spiritual knowledge cannot be saved even if they have Einstein’s mind. Such “ignorance” comes not from a lack of education, but from a lack of sincerity toward the Creator (Romans 1:21). Such people must repent and turn to what is right before they can draw near to (Psalm 145:18) and worship the true God (John 4:24). Because people must first repent before they can believe the gospel (Mark 1:15), all who wish to “clear away ignorance” must learn the prodigal son’s “sincere repentance” (Luke 15:21), rather than retain the Athenian audience’s worldly habit of “talking and listening” (Acts 17:21). All willing to learn the prodigal son’s return must clear away the following aspects of “ignorance.”
16. Variant passage — source line 378
The Lord once warned his disciples not to believe people too readily, because false Christs would appear in the world (Matthew 24:4–5). Since the distinction between the true Christ and false Christs lies in “whether resurrection from the dead has actually occurred” (Romans 1:4), people should believe in the Lord because he has proof of resurrection from the dead, rather than because he can give them many benefits. Believing in the Lord is like a child who lost his mother when young recognizing his birth mother again: he should not accept her because she is wealthy, but should willingly accept her because she has proof of her identity. All who believe in the Lord to obtain benefits are “credulous people.”
17. Variant passage — source line 383
Because the Israelites did not persevere in keeping the covenant God established with them, God disregarded them, and the old covenant was soon to disappear (Hebrews 8:9, 13). The Lord Jesus was born to establish another, new covenant with God’s people, because he is the new covenant’s mediator (Hebrews 12:24). A “mediator” (μεσιτης) is one who reconciles God and people. He gave himself as a ransom for all people (1 Timothy 2:6), to bring peace between people and God (Romans 5:1). After God and people are reconciled, God gives people the Holy Spirit as a gift (Acts 2:38) to dwell in their hearts (Ephesians 3:17). Thereafter, all who obey God’s Spirit’s leading can become God’s sons (Romans 8:14).
18. Variant passage — source line 385
Some people today do not know Scripture’s definition of sin; after only verbally confessing sin, they say they have believed in the Lord. Yet all who have not sincerely obeyed God and whose sins have not been forgiven are people not yet able to enter a covenant with the Lord. Because they have not yet established the new covenant, those not yet in covenant do not have the Holy Spirit in their hearts to bear witness together that they are God’s children (Romans 8:16). May such believers learn King David’s example of confession, making themselves qualified keepers of God’s covenant. David confessed to God his “sin” (חטאה; missing life’s purpose), “iniquity” (עון; deceitfulness), and “transgression” (פשע; rebellion); consequently God forgave his sins and evil (Psalm 32:5). May all believers believe that Jesus is the Christ, willingly resolve to keep the new covenant, and yield sovereignty to the Lord, enabling themselves to become pilgrims with “true knowledge.” To help readers “clear away ignorance,” I offer the following lyric to the tune of “The Beautiful Lady Yu” to encourage fellow pilgrims and myself:
19. Variant passage — source line 387
To the Tune of “The Beautiful Lady Yu” (虞美人): Clear Away Ignorance
20. Variant passage — source line 402
After forty years of refining in the gospel field and sixty years of insights from Bible reading and devotion, I wrote “Cross Five Passes and Slay Six Generals” in one sustained effort. This book draws on Guan Yunchang’s story of “crossing five passes and slaying six generals” in Romance of the Three Kingdoms to explain biblical teaching on believers walking the heavenly way and entering heaven. We can see two insights in Guan Yunchang’s story: first, crossing the five passes and slaying six generals was the necessary route by which he could see Liu Bei; second, “daring to overcome every difficulty” expressed his respect and love for Liu Bei. These two insights agree with the central point of this book’s “thesis” (the source’s English: “Thesis”): because the road leading to eternal life is narrow (Matthew 7:14), pilgrims must love the true God (Psalm 91:14) and be willing to undergo hardship (Acts 14:22) before they can receive eternal life. In this book I have uncovered many insights from Scripture’s original languages, providing the original meaning of God’s revelation for those willing to put their faith right. May believers love truth more than tradition, and love God more than God’s blessings.
21. Variant passage — source line 458
About the Author
22. Variant passage — source line 461
Pastor David Tsang founded Pomona Chinese Christian Church (葡園華人基督教會) and Blessed UM Church (衛理公會恩雨堂) in California in the United States; established the literature ministry Agape Missions (神的愛傳道會) in Washington, DC; and began ministries including the Greater New York Metropolitan Chinese Christian Churches Association (大紐約地區華人基督教教會聯會) in New York, serving the greater New York area of New York State, New Jersey, and Connecticut.
Translation note
The church and ministry names in this Chinese passage use David’s own English names from his bilingual author note. The Chinese source, including its punctuation, is unchanged.
Variant manuscript DT-0278
Variant manuscript DT-0278
Translation note
These are passages from variant manuscript DT-0278, retained alongside the main reading edition based on DT-0276. They preserve the differing passages identified in the archive comparison, with complete paragraph or table context where needed. This appendix is not a newly identified book or a replacement text. Names, source slips, biblical references and Greek or Hebrew character sequences remain visible; the sequence of letters has not been silently reversed or regularized.
1. Variant passage — source line 15
(Hebrew characters written with left and right reversed.)
2. Variant passage — source line 71
Since faithfully following the Lord is the condition for believers to receive eternal life (John 10:27–28), those who want eternal life must choose the narrow road of “crossing five passes and slaying six generals” (Matthew 7:14). Only those willing to do this will refrain from coveting and loving the world, because this world will soon become the past (1 John 2:17).
3. Variant passage — source line 123
May believers be like Nathanael, with uprightness willing to bow before the truth. All with such uprightness will revere the Creator and be honest with him (John 4:24), as Confucius said: “The deity as if present; sacrifice to the deity as if the deity were present.” May all with such uprightness be willing to obey biblical truth, as John Wesley did. Although Wesley already called Jesus Lord, at first he did not act on the Bible’s words. He insisted that people could be saved by relying on their own deeds. As a result, although he became a pastor, he still did not have the Holy Spirit in his heart. Only later, when he had an opportunity to hear Martin Luther’s teaching of “justification by faith,” did he submit before the Lord and confess in repentance. At that moment, the Holy Spirit flowed through his entire body like a warm current. May all pilgrims on the heavenly way imitate John Wesley, be willing to be honest with God, and truly practice truth, so that they can receive the Holy Spirit God gives. For this goal, I offer the following poem, “The Honest Are Blessed,” to encourage readers and myself:
Translation note
The source writes 孔子懺所言, including 懺; the English reads the sentence as “as Confucius said.” The source’s wording and its unusual quotation have not been replaced by a corrected quotation.
4. Variant passage — source line 279
Those who long for new life must trust and obey the Lord before they can receive it. When the Lord Jesus recommended “living water” to the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well (John 4:14), he instructed her to bring her husband to meet him as well. Because the woman trusted and obeyed the Lord, she brought all the people of the Samaritan city to meet him, and consequently they all received the Holy Spirit’s living water (John 4:16, 28–30). The two disciples who met the risen Lord on the road to Emmaus later carried out his instruction only because they trusted and obeyed him: they immediately returned to Jerusalem to await the Holy Spirit’s coming (Luke 24:27–33).
Translation note
The first occurrence of Samaritan is written 撒瑪利行亞 in this source, including 行. The later occurrence is 撒瑪利亞. Both source forms are retained.
5. Variant passage — source line 452
Pastor David Tsang founded Pomona Chinese Christian Church (葡園華人基督教會) and Blessed UM Church (衛理公會恩雨堂) in California in the United States; established the literature ministry Agape Missions (神的愛傳道會) in Washington, DC; and began ministries including the Greater New York Metropolitan Chinese Christian Churches Association (大紐約地區華人基督教教會聯會) in New York, serving the greater New York area of New York State, New Jersey, and Connecticut.
Translation note
The church and ministry names in this Chinese passage use David’s own English names from his bilingual author note. The Chinese source, including its punctuation, is unchanged.
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