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Preface
Preface
“Ten thousand purples and a thousand reds are all spring” comes from a line of Zhu Xi’s poetry. It means that all the flowers can bloom together because the spring wind blows upon them. This poem aptly expresses the key to church growth: the growth of the Lord’s church cannot be separated from the work of the wind of the Spirit alongside it (Acts 10:44, 47).
Before discussing “church growth,” the reader must understand the definition of “church” (εκκλησια). Because the original Greek word for “church” is translated in the Chinese Bible with such meanings as “assembly (congregation)” (Acts 7:38), “people gathered together” (Acts 19:32), and “meeting” (1 Corinthians 11:18), “church” does not refer to a “church building.” It should refer to the “believers” (πιστευοντες) who gather together (Acts 2:44). Since “demons also believe” (James 2:19), the believers who can be called a church must have the following characteristics of “genuine faith” that demons do not have:
1. They “believe” (πεπιστευκαμεν) that God is love and are willing to abide in God’s love (1 John 4:16).
2. Those willing to “believe” (πιστευσωμεν) that Jesus is the Christ will carry out the Lord’s command to “love one another” (1 John 3:23).
3. They are willing to commit themselves to the Lord, “entrusting” (πιστευσει) themselves to him (Luke 16:11).
We can therefore see that “church” refers to the congregation of people who love God, love one another with God’s love, and are willing to commit themselves to serving the Lord. “Church growth” means an increase in the number of those who truly believe in the Lord and the growth of their spiritual lives; it does not mean an increase in meeting attendance or an expansion of their church building.
Because modern believers neglect the definition of the church and the key to church growth, the following dangers have arisen:
1. Working with all their might while disregarding whether the Lord can accept them (Matthew 7:22–23).
2. Seeking only to enjoy blessings while disregarding the time limit for believing in the Lord (John 11:26).
3. Thinking they already believe in the Lord although they have not received the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:13, 21).
Someone facing these dangers may be an ordinary church member (1 Corinthians 15:34), or may be a church leader (3 John 9), because a person’s position cannot stand for that person’s life. The robber who had new life was able to enter paradise (Luke 23:43), whereas Judas, who had been an apostle, became a son of destruction (John 17:12).
This book aims to exhort those who have not been born again, in the hope that they will examine their spiritual condition and the fruit of their service at an early opportunity, lest they repeat the mistakes of the “rich man” (Luke 16:22–24) and the “evil preachers” (Matthew 7:22–23). The “ten thousand purples and a thousand reds” of spiritual life are the fruit of the wind of the Spirit blowing upon it. Anyone who wishes to see fruit from preaching must understand the following keys to true church growth discussed in this book.
Translation note
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Introduction
Chapter One: Be the Lord’s Body
Because the church is the Lord’s body (Ephesians 1:23), any church that truly is the Lord’s church can grow and bear fruit (John 15:5). The people in such a church will manifest new life because they are in Christ (John 17:21). Only a church made up of such believers is “the Lord’s body.” A church composed of people who have not been born again is a religious institution. All its religious activities are meaningless, because what its people do cannot be acknowledged by the Lord (Matthew 7:21–23).
Because believers who have been born again and saved are Christ’s “ambassadors” (πρεσβευομεν; 2 Corinthians 5:20), the “church” is like the kingdom of heaven’s “embassy” on earth. The ambassadors within this “embassy” must be citizens of the kingdom of heaven in order to handle people’s immigration procedures for that kingdom in its embassy. Believers who are not citizens of heaven will, like Simon in Samaria (Acts 8:13, 18–22), harbor crooked intentions and do wrong.
“The Lord’s body” is concerned with “health,” not “obesity.” The members of a “healthy church” have all been born again (John 3:5), love one another (John 13:34), and work with one mind to advance the gospel (Philippians 1:5). In an “obese church,” however, most members are believers who have not been born again, and their worldly views often cause the church to depart from the Lord’s direction. May church leaders see the importance of “spiritual weight loss.” “Losing weight” does not mean “reducing the number of unbelieving attendees,” but “increasing the number of members who have been born again.”
The church in Colossae could be called a healthy church because its people all had the virtues of “faith, hope, and love.” Because the believers in that church had healthy spiritual lives, they could take the gospel throughout the world, bearing fruit and growing (Colossians 1:4–6). The church in Laodicea was another case. Its people were all wealthy, but spiritually they were neither cold nor hot, and the Lord rejected them with disgust (Revelation 3:16–17). The people of Laodicea shut the Lord outside the door (Revelation 3:20). No matter how large their attendance or how numerous their activities, these were utterly meaningless in God’s eyes.
May believers all have the new life of the believers in Colossae (Galatians 6:15). May no preacher establish a religious association like the church in Laodicea (1 John 2:15–17). May the Lord Jesus Christ become the believers’ Lord (Romans 10:9) and the church’s head (Ephesians 5:23). The twelve disciples in Ephesus received the Holy Spirit because they were willing to take Jesus as Lord (Acts 19:6). They developed the Ephesian church into a church faithful to the Lord (Ephesians 1:1) and loving toward people (Ephesians 1:15). May believers all be willing to learn from these twelve worthy predecessors in the Ephesian church, having the life of rebirth so that the church can truly live up to its name as the Lord’s body. Those willing to do so must understand and practice the following biblical truths:
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Believe and Obey Christ
“Christ” is the “Messiah” spoken of in the Old Testament (John 4:25), that is, the “Anointed One” (Daniel 9:26). After “Christ” was born as a human being, he was named “Jesus” (Luke 2:21). John the Baptist told his followers that he himself only baptized people with water, whereas Jesus alone could baptize people with the Spirit (Matthew 3:11). The twelve disciples in Ephesus who had received John the Baptist’s baptism but had not received the Holy Spirit received the Spirit only when they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus (Acts 19:5–6). We can therefore see that only those who believe and obey Jesus Christ will become the Lord’s body by receiving the Holy Spirit.
Because the Lord knows what is in people’s hearts (John 2:25), there is no need to argue over whether believers have already believed and obeyed Christ. Those who truly believe and obey God will have the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:32), whereas those who have not submitted to God do not know God (1 Corinthians 15:34). All who have the Holy Spirit in their hearts will, like the believers in the church at Antioch, do the following two things:
Love all the saints
Because the saints in the church at Antioch loved all the saints, they could pray with one mind with people of different backgrounds, as close as one family (Ephesians 1:15). Among them were people of different ethnic backgrounds: the Jew “Barnabas”; the Black man “Simeon,” called “Niger”; “Lucius,” a Cyrenian from Africa; Manaen, who belonged to the aristocratic class; and Paul, a “locally born Jew of the diaspora.” Although their backgrounds differed, they were all citizens together of the kingdom of heaven “in Christ.” Believers should love those who are “in Christ,” because they are “fellow countrymen of the heavenly kingdom” who share the heavenly inheritance (Acts 26:18). According to the saying that “blood is thicker than water” (Revelation 1:5–6), believers rightly regard “relationships in the Lord” as more important than “relationships of shared ethnicity.”
Serve according to God’s calling
The five saints who served God in the church at Antioch each exerted themselves according to God’s calling. Barnabas and Saul later became itinerant evangelists, while the other three saints remained in the church, praying for the evangelistic team. Believers must be faithful in the positions to which God has called them and not envy other people’s work (John 21:21–22). John Wesley once grew weary from his evangelistic life and wanted to settle down as a resident pastor like his brother Charles. Later he still resolved to remain faithful to God’s calling and continue his itinerant evangelistic ministry. He consequently became the founding pastor of the Methodist Church.
“Loving all the saints” and “serving according to God’s calling” are signs that believers belong to “the Lord’s body.” May believers follow the example of the saints in the church at Antioch, loving brothers and sisters in Christ more than relatives, friends, and people from their hometown who have not been born again. When participating in ministry, they should fulfill the work God has entrusted to them according to his calling and their own gifts. May believers do more things that accord with God’s heart, and less work done for the limelight and requiring no cost. Only those willing to act in this way truly believe and obey Christ.
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Be Loved by the Lord
Because “love cannot be forced” (Song of Songs 3:5), those loved by God are also people who willingly love God. Only such people can receive eternal life (John 3:16). When the Lord saw the rich young man who was willing to keep the “Ten Commandments,” he loved him (Mark 10:21). Sadly, the young man did not respond with love to the Lord’s love. Although he knew how to receive eternal life, he nevertheless failed to receive it (Mark 10:22). We can therefore see that “those loved by the Lord” refers to those who love God with all their hearts (Matthew 22:37), not those who are “neither cold nor hot” toward God (Revelation 3:16).
Those who wish to become people loved by God must, through hearing the message, know Christ’s great love in dying for sinners (Romans 5:8). They must also be willing to receive God’s love, so that the Holy Spirit can pour that love into their hearts (Romans 5:5). Thus, establishing a relationship of love between a person and God requires the agreement of both parties. The two robbers crucified with the Lord originally had equal opportunities to “be loved by the Lord,” but sadly only one received the Lord’s great redeeming love. Israel’s twelve spies in the wilderness also had equal opportunities to enter the promised land, yet only Joshua and Caleb received God’s protection and entered the good land of Canaan (Numbers 14:37–38). We can therefore see that there are qualifications for God’s love and protection (John 17:12). Otherwise God’s Spirit would not have departed from Saul (1 Samuel 16:14).
Those “loved by the Lord” have fruitful service because they have a good relationship with God. Because Peter also had a relationship of love with the Lord (John 21:15), he brought three thousand people to believe in the Lord through one sermon (Acts 2:41). If the Lord’s disciples want to bring people to faith in him, they must sincerely love him. According to biblical revelation, anyone who does not love the Lord is someone who has not yet received grace and salvation (1 Corinthians 16:22). Those who wish to have a relationship of love with the Lord must understand and practice the following three biblical teachings:
Turn back under the Lord’s discipline
“Being loved by the Lord” does not mean believers receive the Lord’s “indulgent love,” but that they receive his “true love.” This “true love” causes God to discipline believers so that they may become people of worth (Hebrews 12:7). Because the Lord loved David, he chose him as king of Israel (1 Samuel 16:12). When David committed adultery, God disciplined him, struck his illegitimate son, and closed his ears to David’s prayers (2 Samuel 12:15–18). Although the Israelites were descendants of Abraham, God’s friend (Isaiah 41:8), when they worshiped idols God also allowed them to be taken captive to Babylon for seventy years, so that afterward they would not dare worship idols again. We can therefore see that “discipline” is God’s “tough love” toward those who belong to him. All who imagine God to be a “Mr. Nice Guy” who will not discipline people do not yet know God (Hebrews 12:10).
Receive the great benefit in the Lord’s eyes
Because the essence of “God’s love” (αγαπη) is to seek the other person’s greatest benefit (John 3:16), the Lord hopes that all who are “loved by him” will receive the great benefit (Matthew 16:26) of “abundant life” (John 10:10). Zacchaeus was willing to carry out the Lord’s instructions and gladly welcome Jesus, so he was loved by the Lord and received the salvation the Lord gave (Luke 19:6, 9). The Lord did not give Zacchaeus any property or power, because “the salvation of the soul” is the greatest “benefit” in the Lord’s eyes. Once one has the “great benefit” of the soul’s salvation, the other “things” (Matthew 6:33) will follow (Romans 8:32). The first thing the prodigal did after returning home was to restore a normal relationship with his father. Once he had been reconciled with his father, the other good “things” (Luke 15:22–23) all followed because of that relationship of love. May believers all have the prodigal’s wisdom, seeking eternal life in Christ rather than making material benefit their purpose in believing in the Lord. “Receiving relief” or “prospering” is a possible result after a person believes in the Lord, rather than the purpose of believing. The Lord is displeased with those who come seeking him only for “the benefit of bread” (John 6:26). Because such people “follow a different way” from the Lord, sooner or later they will leave him because “they cannot plan together” (John 6:66). Preachers who understand this will not omit the “great benefit of receiving eternal life” and use only the “small favor of material gain” to attract people to become church members. May all believers who have not been saved, like the twelve disciples of the Ephesian church (Acts 19:1–6), be willing to set aside concern for their own face, heed God’s words, and receive the Holy Spirit the Lord gives.
Be willing to fear God sincerely and wholeheartedly
Because God’s lovingkindness is prepared for those who fear him (Psalm 103:11), all who want to “be loved by the Lord” should fear God. Because the centurion Cornelius feared God, he received God’s revelation and knew to invite Peter to his home to preach the message of salvation. We can therefore see that everyone who fears God will certainly have an opportunity to be saved. Because Job feared God (Job 1:1), he had the opportunity to be chosen by God in the furnace of affliction (Isaiah 48:10) and receive new life (Job 42:5). Because King Saul did not fear God, he outwardly complied with God while inwardly disobeying him (1 Samuel 15:19–20) and was consequently rejected by God (1 Samuel 16:14). Those who fear God should also respect God’s servants, because they are God’s messengers. Miriam did not respect God’s servant Moses and was therefore disciplined by God and afflicted with leprosy (Numbers 12:1, 7–10). Naaman, however, was willing to respect and obey God’s servant Elisha, and his leprosy was healed instead (2 Kings 5:14). May believers take Cornelius, Naaman, King Saul, and Miriam as mirrors and learn the lesson of fearing God. Those who fear God should attend meetings on time, as Cornelius did (Acts 10:24), and earnestly carry out God’s word, as Naaman did (2 Kings 5:14, 18). They should not disobey God as King Saul did (1 Samuel 15:24), nor imitate Miriam’s arrogance (Numbers 12:2). All who act in this way will surely be loved by the Lord, because God’s lovingkindness belongs to those who revere him (Psalm 103:17).
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Repent Truly
Repent Sincerely
“Repenting” (μετανοεω) means that, after hearing God’s word, a person is willing to change his or her mind and leave the evil way. The people of Nineveh turned back from evil because they heard the message proclaimed by the prophet Jonah (Jonah 2:4, 10). The Lord Jesus called this reform of the Ninevites “repentance” (Luke 11:32). Believers must have this genuine repentance before they can receive baptism. Otherwise, the baptized person will not have the Holy Spirit dwelling in the heart (Acts 8:13, 21), because the Holy Spirit is unwilling to remain in a person whose heart is unclean (1 Samuel 16:14). If believers have the Holy Spirit in their hearts, they will have God working with them. It was because John Wesley had the Holy Spirit in his heart that he later became an evangelist able to lead many people to the Lord. According to his journal, Wesley sincerely repented on the evening of May 24, 1738, because he understood the message of “justification by faith.” At that time, he felt the Holy Spirit flow throughout his body like a warm current. Before this, Wesley had been doing “missionary” work in North America. His work at that time bore no fruit, and later, because he became involved in legal trouble, he had no choice but to flee back to London. After receiving the Holy Spirit, Wesley began his ministry of open-air evangelism. His work was greatly fruitful: he led many people to the Lord and founded the Methodist Church. In Wesley we see the importance of believers’ “sincere repentance.” May the Holy Spirit move all believers who have not sincerely repented today as he moved Wesley then, so that they may see the following three reasons why “sincere repentance” is important:
Only through true repentance can one believe the gospel
When the Lord preached on earth, he said, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the gospel” (Mark 1:15). We can therefore see that in the Lord’s eyes, “true repentance” is the prerequisite for “believing the gospel.” When the Lord Jesus was in Jerusalem for Passover, many people believed in him because they saw the miracles he performed. Because those people had not truly repented, the Lord did not trust that they truly believed in him (John 2:23–25). In fact, there are also many “believers” in the church who have not yet truly believed in God (1 Corinthians 15:34). These people want to enter God’s kingdom but are unwilling to repent and consequently fail to qualify to enter it. They are like the “elder son” in the story of “the prodigal’s return home”: centered on themselves, they can only be dissatisfied with God the Father, rather than acknowledge their wrongs to him as the prodigal did. Through that story, the Lord taught his hearers that they must sincerely repent in order to receive the abundance in the heavenly Father’s home. The “elder son” in the story is a portrait of believers who have not sincerely repented. Such nominal “sons of God” not only refuse to submit to God the Father but also do not care about lost souls. May such believers learn from Peter, being willing to repent and turn back (Luke 22:32), so that they may be worthy to be children of God the Father. Believers who have not been born again must be sincere when confessing their sins to God in order to receive the Holy Spirit God gives (Acts 2:38).
Only through true repentance can one have new life
All who are willing sincerely to confess their sins to God can receive the new life God gives. Because the prophet Isaiah was willing to confess to God that he was “a man of unclean lips,” his sins were forgiven, and he had a new life willing to be sent by God (Isaiah 6:5–8). Believers with new life have joyful hearts (Acts 2:46), a good testimony (Luke 19:8), and fruitful service (Acts 18:28). Preachers who understand this will value gaining more true believers with new life, rather than seeking more attendees who “come for bread” (John 6:26). May all believers who lack new life be willing to repent sincerely, because the “deeds” of those who have not been born again cannot stand for the “inner substance” of those with new life. Judas did indeed run errands for the Lord and show concern for the poor (John 13:29), but these “good deeds” do not show that Judas was a person with new life. In the Lord’s eyes, Judas was still a “devil” (John 6:70–71). From The Biography of 宋尚節 (宋尚節傳), we know that Dr. 宋尚節 received new life on the evening of February 10, 1927, because he was willing to confess his sins to God. Before his rebirth, Dr. 宋 was a “little pastor” in the church his father pastored. His purpose in going to study in the United States was also to “return home to preach after completing his studies.” During his studies in America, he not only organized gospel teams to preach in various places but also studied theology at Union Theological Seminary in New York. While studying theology, because he believed that “all religions reach the same destination by different paths,” he often shut his door in the dormitory to “sit in meditation” and “recite the Buddha’s name to cultivate his mind.” We can therefore see that someone who has preached is not necessarily a true preacher. Someone who has studied theology is not necessarily a true believer. To make a long story short, Dr. 宋尚節 was later able to be born again, saved, and greatly used by God because he was willing to repent sincerely before God on the evening of February 10, 1927.
Only through true repentance can one persevere
All who are willing to repent sincerely before God will have strength through the Holy Spirit God gives in their hearts (Acts 2:38) and will be able to persevere to the end on the narrow road to eternal life (Matthew 7:14). The “fire” in the saying “true gold does not fear fire” is prepared not to harm the “gold” but to refine it. This is why God allowed Daniel to experience the suffering of the lions’ den (Daniel 6:22). Just as “fire” removes “impurities” from gold, “suffering” removes “things that do not accord with God’s heart” from believers’ lives. It was through experiencing suffering that Job came to abhor his own self-righteousness in the ashes (Job 40:8; 42:6). All who withstand testing amid suffering can, like the believers in the church at Philadelphia, enter through the door for preaching opened by the Lord within God’s love (Revelation 3:8–9). Since believers will experience many hardships in entering God’s kingdom (Acts 14:22), they should be willing to repent sincerely, as Peter did (Luke 5:8), so that they too can follow in the Lord’s suffering footsteps (1 Peter 2:21; the source prints 後前), refrain from meddling in other people’s affairs (John 21:22), and persevere to the end (Matthew 24:13), intent on receiving the unfading crown of glory (1 Peter 5:4). In God’s eyes, such people are most lovable (1 Peter 2:20).
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Receive the Lord’s Baptism
The twelve disciples in Ephesus had not yet received the Holy Spirit because they had received only John the Baptist’s baptism (Acts 19:1–3). Later, under Paul’s guidance, they were willing to “be baptized” (εβαπτισθησαν) in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and as a result they received the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:5–6). The Greek word for “baptize” (βαπτιζω) can refer to John the Baptist’s “baptizing” (John 1:25), ordinary “washing” (Mark 7:4), and the Lord Jesus’ “baptizing” people with the Holy Spirit (Mark 1:8). The “baptism” that the Lord’s church should have is one that can “wash away sins” (Acts 22:16) and enable the baptized person to “receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). Such baptism can give people the joy of forgiven sins (Acts 16:33–34) and the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 9:17–18, 22). If someone has been baptized without this experience, that person, like Simon, has received only “the religious rite of baptism” (Acts 8:13, 21). Simon’s baptism was ineffective because his heart was not right before God (Acts 8:21). His “heart not being right” was the result of his dishonesty (Psalm 78:8). Through pretense, Simon became a baptized person who had not been saved. Such nominal believers, who cannot enter God’s kingdom (John 3:5), damage the church’s reputation (1 Corinthians 5:1). May preachers see the harm of “indiscriminate baptizing” and therefore be willing to return to the Bible’s original meaning, accepting and practicing the following three biblical teachings concerning “the Lord’s baptism”:
Baptism is a person’s union with the Lord
Because in God’s eyes an unbeliever is a person dead in sins (Ephesians 2:1), a person’s “believing in the Lord and receiving life” is the process of being “made alive together with Christ” (Ephesians 2:5). All who wish to “believe in the Lord and receive life” must confess their sins to God and then be “buried with him through baptism into Christ’s death” (Romans 6:4). When the baptized person comes out of the water, God raises that person together with Christ to receive new life. Just as a “wedding” shows the union of bride and bridegroom, “baptism” shows the union of the baptized person with the Lord. Just as a bride wears a white wedding garment (Revelation 19:8) symbolizing holiness (Revelation 3:4), a believer being baptized also receives baptism with a single-minded, pure heart (2 Corinthians 11:3). Those who understand this should repent sincerely before baptism, because those baptized without sincere repentance cannot receive the Holy Spirit as a gift (Acts 2:38). Just as a “wedding ring” is the token a bridegroom gives his bride, the “Holy Spirit” is the “evidence” the Lord gives to those united with him (2 Corinthians 1:22). Some who were baptized without receiving the Holy Spirit, but who later received the Spirit through sincere repentance, believe that all believers must receive “a second baptism of the Spirit.” This is a subjective opinion that does not accord with biblical truth. Their “second baptism of the Spirit” is actually “the baptism in which one receives the Holy Spirit as a gift.” That they themselves failed to receive the Holy Spirit after baptism does not mean that others are the same. Anyone who has already received the Holy Spirit has already received “the baptism of the Spirit” (Ephesians 4:5).
Those who meet God’s requirements receive the Holy Spirit
Just as there are conditions for refreshing rain to fall, there are also conditions for God to give people the Holy Spirit as a gift (Acts 2:38). In his poem “Delighting in Rain on a Spring Night,” Du Fu wrote, “Good rain knows its season; when spring comes, it occurs.” Good rain falls in spring not because it favors spring, but because spring meets the conditions for good rain to come. Modern “artificial rain” is produced because someone knows and meets the conditions for rain to fall. Those who have not received the Holy Spirit should seek to meet the conditions for receiving the Spirit as a gift, rather than complaining that God has not shown them grace. The following are three conditions that all who want to receive the Holy Spirit as a gift must meet:
Accept revelation
There were twelve believers in Ephesus who had not yet received the Holy Spirit because they had received only John the Baptist’s baptism. Because they had humble, teachable hearts, they could hear and practice the revelation God conveyed to them through Paul, and so received the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:4–6). May believers have the inner beauty of these twelve disciples, who did not love their own “denomination” more than the Lord Jesus (Matthew 10:36–37).
Thirst for the Holy Spirit
The Lord’s promise is that all who thirst can come before him and receive the Holy Spirit (John 7:37–39). One hundred and twenty disciples once prayed earnestly in Jerusalem for the coming of the Holy Spirit, and they all received the Spirit (Acts 1:14–15; 2:4). Because only those who receive the Holy Spirit belong to Christ (Romans 8:9), believers should regard the Spirit as more precious than pearls. Those who do not thirst for the Holy Spirit are, in the Lord’s eyes, like pigs that cannot appreciate pearls; they are unworthy to receive the Holy Spirit (Matthew 7:6).
Obey the true God
Because the Holy Spirit comes to guide people into the truth (John 16:13), God will give the Spirit only to those willing to obey his guidance (Acts 5:32). When Saul met the Lord on the road to Damascus, the Lord instructed him to enter Damascus and wait to be assigned, in order to test whether he had a heart obedient to God. Because he passed the test, he received the Holy Spirit and became an apostle greatly used by God (Acts 9:6–8, 17–18, 22).
Those who have the Holy Spirit have new life
Because God saves people through “the washing of rebirth” and “the renewal of the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5), all who have received the Lord’s baptism will have abundant new life (John 10:10). Those with this new life will do what is right in God’s eyes (Acts 2:42), welcome God’s faithful servants (Acts 10:48), and lead people to the Lord (Acts 11:24). Those who lack this new life belong among the people the Lord does not know (Matthew 7:22–23). God once said through Paul to believers who emphasized circumcision, “What matters is to be a new creation” (Galatians 6:15). We can therefore see that what God considers important is not believers’ profound learning, social status, or career achievements, but the new life of rebirth. Without the life of rebirth, everything a person owns and does in this world is of no benefit (Matthew 16:26). Because not everyone who believes that God exists has new life (James 2:19), believers should all examine themselves to see whether they have received a qualifying baptism “into Christ” (Galatians 3:27).
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Be the Lord’s Slave
Because the original Greek meaning of “church” (εκκλησια) is “assembly” (Acts 19:32), “church” (Ephesians 1:22) refers to the “assembly” of God’s people rather than a “church building.” Because those who belong to God were “bought at a great price” by the Lord (1 Corinthians 6:20), they are naturally “servants of Jesus Christ.” In fact, the original Greek meaning of “servant” (δουλος) is “slave” (1 Corinthians 7:21), whereas Chinese versions of the New Testament render it variously “slave” (奴僕; Philippians 2:7) and “maidservant” (Luke 1:38). Because a “slave” was originally a person who had been bought, translating δουλος as “slave” accords better with the Bible’s original meaning. “Slave” and “servant” differ in their implications: the former must obey the master absolutely, whereas the latter can “quit the job” or “form a labor union.” Those who understand this should not merely be the Lord’s “servants,” but should, like Paul, be willing to be his “slaves” (δουλος; Romans 1:1), because believers in heaven in the future will all be “fellow slaves” (συνδουλος; Revelation 19:10). Out of concern for the weakness of the flesh, many believers today are still unwilling to be the Lord’s “female slave” (δουλη), as Mary was (Luke 1:38). If such people do not submit to the Lord soon, they will repeat the mistakes of the prophet Jonah (Jonah 1:3; 2:3). Believers should learn from Timothy to “understand the Scriptures from childhood,” so that they may have wisdom leading to salvation (2 Timothy 3:15). Those willing to do so will not sin as Adam did and then shift the blame to someone else (Genesis 3:11–12). All who want wisdom leading to salvation must understand and practice the following three biblical teachings:
Those who are born again no longer belong to themselves
Those who are born again are people who have the Holy Spirit as a gift in their hearts (John 3:5; Acts 2:38). All who have God’s Spirit dwelling in their hearts are already “not their own” (1 Corinthians 6:19). If we compare a “born-again person” to a “driver” taking a road test, “eternal life” to the “license,” and the “examiner” sitting beside the “driver” to the “Holy Spirit,” then from the moment the “Holy Spirit” dwells in a “born-again person’s” heart, any such person who wishes to qualify for “eternal life” should no longer “turn to his own way” (John 10:27–28). Believers who have been born again should “discipline their bodies” and “put off the old person” (Ephesians 4:22), lest after preaching the gospel to others they themselves be rejected (1 Corinthians 9:27). Believers cannot let “work” stand for “life,” because believers who have “work” have not necessarily received the life of rebirth (Acts 5:1–3). May all who have not been born again follow John Wesley’s example. When Wesley pastored in North America, he had not yet been born again. Later he returned to London and surrendered to the Lord on the evening of May 24, 1738. That evening, because he was willing to accept the teaching of “justification by faith,” he received the Holy Spirit. We can therefore see that “surrender to the Lord” is a path believers must take to salvation.
Those who are the Lord’s slaves have joy
A “slave” differs from a “worker”: the former carries out the master’s will, whereas the latter completes the employer’s work. May believers have the good attitude Zacchaeus had, willingly acting according to the Lord’s will (Luke 19:5–6). Had Zacchaeus not regarded Jesus as Lord, he would have declined Jesus’ request to stay at his home, because the Lord Jesus had given no advance notice of that request. Because Zacchaeus was willing to obey the Lord in the posture of a “slave,” he could “welcome Jesus joyfully” (Luke 19:6). If believers are willing gladly to offer themselves to the Lord, they will have fruitful service, because their “proclamation by life” is more influential than their “proclamation by mouth.” When Paul and Silas were imprisoned in Philippi, they prayed, sang hymns, and praised God throughout the night. Their joy in trusting the Lord, and their testimony of not escaping even when an earthquake opened the prison doors wide, deeply moved the jailer. As a result, that very night Paul brought the jailer’s entire household to believe in the Lord (Acts 16:25, 28, 34). Those who want to experience the joy of being the Lord’s slaves must have the attitude of “unity between word and deed” that Mary had (Luke 1:38). Mary not only called herself the Lord’s “slave” but was also willing actually to do what God’s servant should do: allow God’s word to be fulfilled in her. Those who, like Mary, are willing to do the Lord’s will will also receive joy from the Holy Spirit as she did (Luke 1:47). “Joy in the Holy Spirit” (Romans 14:17) differs from “merriment” (James 4:9). The former comes from the Holy Spirit’s prompting (Galatians 5:22), whereas the latter comes from material stimulation (Luke 16:19). The Lord’s servants who walk in God’s will will certainly be “joyful even while suffering” (Acts 5:41).
Those who know the Lord’s resurrection will submit to him
The prerequisite for believers to “be the Lord’s slaves” is submission to the Lord from the heart. Because the Lord had not yet risen from the dead, Peter’s relationship with him had not yet reached that of “master and slave.” When the Lord said that he would go to Jerusalem to suffer death, Peter strongly opposed him (Matthew 16:21–22), as if the Lord’s decision had to receive Peter’s approval. Later, when Peter knew that Jesus had risen from the dead (John 21:15), he acted according to the Lord’s command and was willing to go to Jerusalem to wait to receive the Holy Spirit (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:13). It is said that, when the Roman government was persecuting Christians, Peter met the Lord on the road out of Rome. To obey the Lord’s will, Peter returned to Rome and, for the gospel’s sake, was crucified upside down by the Roman government. A person who believes that Jesus is the risen Lord is not only willing to be the Lord’s slave but is also willing to die for him. This is why believers must believe the truth that Jesus has “risen from the dead,” because only such believers are saved people willing to take Jesus as the sovereign Lord of their lives (Romans 10:9). Those without this spiritual insight will value Christian culture more than biblical truth. Although such people have a Christian background, they have not received the new life of rebirth. This is why ninety percent of young people in North American churches today no longer return to church when they reach college age. May all who are the Lord’s true servants preach more about his resurrection and speak less about worldly theories, so that they accord with God’s heart (Colossians 3:2).
Translation note
All historical accounts, theological distinctions, and the ninety-percent claim are translated as the source author states them, without independent factual certification. The printed Jonah 2:4, 10 is retained beside the Nineveh account; the source’s 後前2:21 is marked beside its intended 1 Peter reference. References attached to the Antioch account and other passages are retained rather than silently reassigned. Greek forms, the master/slave distinction, and the original English phrase “tough love” are preserved. No extra Scripture text has been added.
Part Two: Truly Belong to Christ
Introduction
Chapter Two: Truly Belong to Christ
Because only “the one who does good” (αγαθοποιων) belongs to God (3 John 11), all who consider themselves to belong to Christ must do good. Believers’ good deeds mean “doing what is good in God’s eyes” (Isaiah 38:3), rather than acts they themselves consider good. When believers do what is good in God’s eyes, even if they suffer, God is pleased (1 Peter 2:20). Because the Greek for “doing good” (αγαθοποιων; 1 Peter 2:20) is a “present participle,” expressing an ongoing action, the “good deeds” of all who belong to Christ should be “continually carried out,” not “merely a one-time action.” Because “good deeds” come from a “good heart” (Matthew 12:35), those who do good must have a “good heart.”
Because “goodness” is fruit borne by the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22), and only those who have the Holy Spirit belong to Christ (Romans 8:9), doing what is good in God’s eyes is a sign that believers truly belong to Christ. Church members must all be born again and saved for “church growth” to be meaningful. Otherwise, however numerous the congregation, it is only a “religious institution.” We can therefore see that a church truly belonging to Christ emphasizes an increase in those who have been born again and saved, rather than an increase in attendees. Although the church at Antioch did not have many attendees, it could send out an evangelistic team that took the gospel into Europe (Acts 13:1; 16:10). A healthy church first grows in “quality,” and then increases in “quantity.” Believers in such a church must seek to obtain the following three excellent “qualities”:
Always glorify God
All believers who truly belong to Christ are chosen by God and willing to carry out the mission of proclaiming God’s excellencies (1 Peter 2:9). Paul was such a believer. He often encouraged believers to do everything for God’s glory (1 Corinthians 10:31). May believers all remember that all glory belongs to God (1 Peter 4:11).
Be able to overcome the devil
Believers who truly belong to Christ can cast out demons, because they know that God within them is greater than the demons (1 John 4:4). Believers should be filled with the Holy Spirit in order to cast out demons (Acts 9:17; 16:18). Because leading people to the Lord is a spiritual battle (Acts 26:18), only believers with the power to cast out demons can possibly rescue people from the devil’s hands (Acts 13:9–12).
Do not covet or love the world
Believers who truly belong to Christ will choose to love God rather than covet and love the world (1 Timothy 6:10; 1 John 2:15). Because they love God, they will be willing to carry out the Lord’s commands (John 14:15). Peter loved God (John 21:15), so he was willing to follow the Lord’s footsteps (John 21:22), and consequently became a servant of God able to bring many people to the Lord (Acts 2:41). May believers all, like Peter, show their love for God through action.
May all who wish to become believers who truly belong to Christ understand and practice the following biblical teachings:
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Receive the Spirit of God
Receive God’s Spirit
The Greek word for God’s “Spirit” (πνευμα) is translated “wind” in another passage of the Chinese Bible (John 3:8), and the Hebrew for “spirit” (רוח) can also be translated “breath” (Psalm 33:6). Thus God’s “Spirit” is the invisible “spiritual wind” moving throughout the universe. Because God’s “Spirit” created the world (Genesis 1:2), he is the “Creator” (Colossians 1:16). All the “false gods” of the world are under this “Creator’s” rule (Psalm 95:3), a fact even demons acknowledge (Luke 8:28, 31). When the Creator formed “Adam” (אדם) from dust, he breathed the breath of life into his nostrils, and Adam became “a living soul” (היה לנפש; Genesis 2:7). Before he sinned, Adam was indeed a living soul before God, because he had “spirit” (God’s breath), “soul,” and “body” (1 Thessalonians 5:23). Later Adam sinned and brought sin into the world; as a result, he and his descendants all died in sins (Ephesians 2:1). “Death” here means that a person has lost God’s “Spirit” (1 Samuel 6:14). In the Lord’s eyes, everyone who lacks the “Spirit” is one of the “dead who can still bury the dead” (Luke 9:60). These “dead people” need to hear the voice of God’s Son in order to come alive again (John 5:25).
Because “man” and “Adam” are both translated from the same Hebrew word אדם (Genesis 3:9, 17), “the people of the world,” like “Adam” after he sinned, all lack God’s Spirit in their hearts. Such “people without the Holy Spirit” must receive God’s “Spirit” anew (John 3:5) in order to belong to Christ through regaining new life. Those who have not received new life are separated from God by sin (Isaiah 59:2). They are those “dead in sins and trespasses” (Ephesians 2:1). Such people do not have many days to live in this world, which is why the Chinese say, “Since ancient times, few have lived to seventy.” Of course, some among them live long lives. This comes from God’s mercy, because he allows them more time to receive salvation. May all who have not yet been born again treasure the opportunity God has given them, because sooner or later a person’s “final limit” will still arrive (Hebrews 9:27).
Because the body without “spirit” (πνευμα) is dead (James 2:26; some Chinese Bible translations mistranslate πνευμα as “soul”), all who wish to become “living people” before God must have God’s “Spirit” dwelling in their hearts. Those who have God’s “Spirit” will have the jailer’s joy in believing in the Lord (Acts 16:34), Zacchaeus’s change of life (Luke 19:8), and Apollos’s power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 18:28). These three manifestations are signs that believers have truly received the Holy Spirit. Only those with these signs are believers who truly already belong to Christ (Romans 8:9).
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Put On the New Man
Put On the New Person
Believers’ “change of life” is the result of the “renewal of the mind” (Romans 12:2). Those whose minds have been renewed by the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5) can “put on (ενδυσθαι) the new person” (Ephesians 4:24). Because the Greek for “put on” is translated “receive” in another passage of the Chinese Bible (Luke 24:49), “putting on the new person” means “receiving the new person God gives.” This “new person” has the inner substance of “the righteousness and holiness of truth” (Ephesians 4:24). Those who have the Holy Spirit in their hearts will become a “new person” created by God because they have the new heart God gives (Ezekiel 36:26). Such people will have renewed knowledge (Colossians 3:10) and the righteousness of truth (Ephesians 4:24). It was because Joseph had God’s Spirit in his heart (Exodus 41:38) that he became a servant of God who acted righteously (Genesis 39:9) and treated people with lovingkindness (Genesis 50:19–21).
Because Jehovah looks at the “heart” rather than “outward appearance” (1 Samuel 16:7), believers must pay attention to their “spiritual condition” when serving God. Those serving without having “put on the new person” will be like Saul when he served God (1 Timothy 1:13): from God’s perspective, “the more they help, the more trouble they make” (Acts 9:1–4). Those serving who have “put on the new person” can be like Paul in his service to the Lord, doing work of increasing scope within God’s mission (Romans 15:23). We can therefore see that “putting on the new person” is the key to the church’s “growth in quality and quantity.” The following are three reasons why all believers should “put on the new person”:
Only then accord with biblical truth
Because the Lord Jesus is the truth (John 14:6), those who belong to him must work according to the truth and for the truth (3 John 3, 8). Those willing to do so can, like the believers in Philippi, conduct themselves in a manner worthy of the gospel and advance the gospel with the other saints (Philippians 1:27). Those who do not act in this way will certainly be like the seven sons of the priest Sceva: when casting out demons, they will not only be ineffective but will also be injured by the demons (Acts 19:13–16). Because Paul dared to practice the truth (Galatians 2:14), he had power to make demons obey when casting them out (Acts 16:18). May there be more believers with the power of new life in the Lord’s church. The power of believers’ new life comes from faithfully practicing the Bible’s “essential meaning.” “Essential meaning” (πνευματος) refers to the meaning of the “Holy Spirit” (πνευμα; 2 Corinthians 3:6). When Peter preached at Pentecost, he could explain to his hearers the essential meaning of the psalm, “God will not let the Holy One see decay” (Psalm 16:10)—that is, “God raised Jesus.” Only then did he see the fruit of three thousand people coming to the Lord (Acts 2:27, 32, 41). Because these three thousand heard biblical truth, they consequently had a new life willing to observe the apostles’ teaching (Acts 2:42). Since biblical truth can give people new birth, believers should live out the manner of new life (Ephesians 4:24) in order to accord with biblical truth.
Only then resemble sheep belonging to the Lord
Because Peter had the new life given by the Holy Spirit, people recognized him as someone who “had been with Jesus” (Acts 4:13). Whether a person truly is one of the Lord’s sheep is not settled by the person’s own declaration; it is settled by the Lord’s declaration (John 10:27), together with recognition from the people of the world (Acts 11:26). In the same way, if a “ring” is truly a “gold ring,” it needs a “goldsmith’s” authentication and customers’ acceptance. According to the Lord’s revelation (John 10:27), all sheep belonging to him must have the following three manifestations of new life:
Be willing to heed the Lord
Saul heeded the Lord’s words and was willing to wait in Damascus for his instructions. Because he passed the test of faith, he received the Holy Spirit (Acts 9:6, 9, 17). Because Paul had the Holy Spirit, he could lay hands on people and pray so that all willing to obey God (Acts 5:32) could receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:6).
Be known by the Lord
Because Peter was known by the Lord (John 1:42), he entered a relationship of friendship with him (Luke 5:3). Most of those the Lord regards as friends will become people he greatly uses (John 15:15–16). Because he was greatly used by the Lord, Peter could bring three thousand people to him through one sermon (Acts 2:41). Today there are many people in the world whom the Lord does not know, and who can only do religious work. The Lord cannot accept such “self-centered” “service” (Matthew 7:22–23).
Be willing to follow the Lord
Among the Lord’s twelve disciples, John was the only one who could follow him to the cross (John 19:26–27). Because John was faithful, the Lord Jesus entrusted him with the responsibility of conveying “Revelation” (Revelation 1:1). John became “the disciple whom Jesus loved” (John 21:20), not because Jesus showed favoritism (Acts 10:34), but as a sincere expression of Jesus’ love for those who practice the word (Mark 10:20–21).
Only then have a believer’s good testimony
The Lord Jesus wanted his disciples to bear witness for him (Acts 1:8), testifying that Jesus is the Christ (Acts 2:36). If a witness has good credibility, the testimony is readily accepted. John the Baptist testified to his two disciples, John and Andrew, that Jesus was the Christ. Because John the Baptist had good credibility (John 1:23), John and Andrew quickly believed in the Lord (John 1:39–41). We can therefore see that believers must have good credibility in order to bear a good witness for the Lord. Someone with a poor testimony preaching the gospel is like “a bald man selling hair-growth tonic”: it is difficult to be effective. If believers have a character of “righteousness and holiness” (Ephesians 4:24), they will certainly lead many people to the Lord. Ananias originally did not want to go and bring Saul to the Lord because he thought Saul was a bad person who had persecuted the church. Later he nevertheless went according to the Lord’s instructions, giving Saul the opportunity to repent and turn to the Lord. Ananias’s action of “going” manifested his good testimony of “self-dedication” and “practicing the word.” Such good credibility is the secret to preachers’ obtaining the Holy Spirit’s work alongside them and their hearers’ respect and willing acceptance.
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Obey the True God
Believers’ faith in God should be a faith of “obedience” to God (υπακοην; Romans 1:5). It is believing obedience like a slave’s obedience to a slaveholder (Romans 6:16). Believers with this faith will heed (υπακουει) God’s word. Because God’s Word is God (John 1:1), and the Greek words for “obey” and “heed” come from the same root (υπακουω), the substance of obeying the true God is heeding the Lord’s word (Romans 10:17). All who heed God’s word can receive the Holy Spirit God gives (Acts 10:44). Those who do not heed it are people with whom true believers find it difficult to work together (2 Thessalonians 3:14). If the people in the church are all willing to believe and obey the true word, God’s church can be like the church in Philippi, “advancing the gospel with one mind from the first day until now” (Philippians 1:5). Sadly, not everyone in God’s church today is willing, like Paul, to be a “slave” of Jesus Christ (δουλος; Romans 1:1). As a result, those nominal believers cause the church to repeat the mistakes of the Corinthian church (1 Corinthians 1:11). May the leaders of such churches be like drivers who have lost their way and know to stop and determine their position again, because the faster a car traveling in the wrong direction goes, the farther it gets from its destination. The Lord told the disciples who belonged to him to “preach repentance and forgiveness of sins” (Luke 24:47) and “make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19). Believers who do not obey the Lord cannot receive the Holy Spirit God gives (Acts 5:32). What they regard as their “success” is only a self-intoxicating illusion (Revelation 3:17). May all who have not been born again gain this insight, so that, like Paul, they can set disorder right and run straight toward the goal the Lord has set (Philippians 3:14). The following are three biblical teachings that all who are willing to obey God must practice:
Be willing to accept God’s counsel
Accepting God’s counsel is the prerequisite for receiving grace. Naaman, the Syrian commander afflicted with leprosy, accepted God’s counsel through his servant and was willing to humble himself. Following the prophet Elisha’s instructions, he bathed seven times in the Jordan River; only then was he healed. Believers who want to enter God’s kingdom must, like Naaman, be willing always to remain “poor in spirit” (πτωχοι  τω  μνευματι) before God (Matthew 5:3). The Greek for “poor in spirit” means “knowing one’s own spiritual poverty.” The Samaritan woman who heard Jesus preach came to know her spiritual poverty (John 4:18), and consequently, through her willingness to heed Jesus’ counsel, received the living water the Lord gave (John 4:28–29). Those willing to be poor in spirit before the Lord will come before him every morning to listen to his instruction (Isaiah 50:4), so that they can always walk in God’s will (1 Thessalonians 4:3). May believers learn Mary’s practice of “quieting the heart” (Luke 10:39–40) and the prophet Elijah’s discipline of “listening” (1 Kings 19:12–13), because only such believers can hear God’s voice (1 Kings 9:12–13).
Be willing to practice God’s truth
According to biblical revelation, “truth” (αληθεια) is God’s “truthfulness” (Romans 3:7). All who are reasonable will take God’s “truthfulness” as the standard for their conduct, because God is the world’s Creator (Genesis 1:1). Just as drivers must drive according to the traffic rules established by the government, believers should act according to God’s “truthfulness.” Those who disregard God’s “truthfulness” will receive the judgment of God’s truth (Romans 2:2). It is useless for a person to refuse submission to God, because the outcome of all who fight against God is tragic (Genesis 3:17, 24). May all who understand this be willing to do the following three things:
Value life
In the Lord’s story of the “prodigal,” the prodigal returned home because he was willing to face the “reality” that he was about to starve to death. To preserve his life, he was willing to acknowledge his wrongs to his father (Luke 15:17–18). All who value their lives will, like the prodigal, come to their senses and be willing to turn back for salvation and receive life.
Fear offending God
Joseph could become prime minister of Egypt because he had a heart that feared offending God. Because he did not sin, he had the presence of God’s Spirit and was fit for God’s use (Genesis 39:9; 41:38). King Saul lacked this wisdom and consequently lost both his throne and his life (1 Samuel 15:26; 31:6). Believers should walk in the light of truth (Ephesians 5:8), because our Lord is the true light (John 1:9).
Rely on evidence
A person’s belief that Jesus is the Christ should rest on the evidence of Jesus’ resurrection (Acts 17:31), not on the benefits Jesus gives (John 6:26). Those with the former motive can, like Saul, have a relationship with the Lord of sharing life and death (Acts 9:5; Romans 8:35). Those with the latter motive will be like the believers who “came for bread”: there can be no talk of “commitment” to the Lord (John 6:26, 6). Those who rely on evidence will believe that the Lord will come in the future to judge the world in righteousness, because Jesus’ resurrection is the “trustworthy evidence” God has given people (Acts 17:31). Those who do not rely on evidence will become nominal believers whose hope is only for this life (1 Corinthians 15:19, 32).
Be willing to practice sound teaching
Believers should hold fast to the sound, true word (2 Timothy 1:13), because the outcome of those who change the gospel is fearsome (Galatians 1:8). The pure gospel includes not only believers’ receiving peace (Matthew 11:28) and prosperity (3 John 2), but also their receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:28) and the heavenly inheritance (Acts 26:18). May believers, like Moses, seek a heavenly reward (Hebrews 11:26). Those who preach only a “theology of success” without preaching that “the Lord will surely return” do not yet truly know the Lord (Luke 19:10). May believers be clear-minded like Paul, knowing life is brief and seeking the heavenly reward (2 Timothy 4:6–8). May believers also have Noah’s wisdom, choosing to carry out all God’s instructions and not daring to cut corners in practicing the word (Genesis 6:22). All with this resolve will surely, like Noah, enable their entire households to receive salvation (Hebrews 11:7).
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Seek the Things of the Lord
Seek the Lord’s Interests
All who belong to the Lord should, like Timothy, seek (ζητεω) the interests of Jesus Christ (Philippians 2:21–22). Because the Greek for “seek” is translated variously as “want” (Mark 12:12), “inquire after” (Acts 9:11), and “look for” (Matthew 28:5) in Chinese Bible versions, the meaning of “seeking the Lord’s interests” is “thinking about,” “seeking knowledge of,” and “participating in” the Lord’s affairs. May believers all act to “seek the Lord’s interests,” lest they become “Pharisees” who can speak but cannot act (Matthew 23:1–3). Because born-again believers’ lives are joined to the Lord (Galatians 2:20), whatever concerns the Lord should also concern believers. Believers should follow Paul’s good example and love the church as the Lord does (Ephesians 5:25); then they will naturally care about the church’s affairs (2 Corinthians 11:28). Those who care about the church will, like Paul, be willing to be together with fellow workers in the Lord, each doing what they can, dividing the work and cooperating. Paul could work not only with Timothy, with whom he got along (2 Timothy 2:2–3), but could also accept Mark, a fellow worker who was difficult to bear (Acts 15:38; 2 Timothy 4:11). May believers have Paul’s breadth of heart so that they are worthy to be people whose names are already recorded in the book of life (Philippians 4:3). All who are willing to seek the Lord’s interests will surely be blessed. When Peter returned from fishing, he was willing first to seek the Lord’s interests by putting out his boat for the Lord, allowing Jesus to preach from it to the people on shore. Later, under the Lord’s direction, the fish Peter caught in a single net filled two boats (Luke 5:3–7). Believers should not seek the Lord’s interests in order to obtain God’s blessing, because God’s blessing is the result of believers’ “seeking the Lord’s interests,” not its purpose. The following are three biblical teachings that those who understand this should understand and practice:
Believers should carry out the Lord’s will
May believers, like King David, exalt God and do the Lord’s will in everything (Acts 13:22). Those willing to do so will, like Timothy, be willing to do the following two things:
Advance the gospel
Because Timothy knew that the Lord Jesus came into the world to save sinners (Luke 19:10), he was willing to work hard to advance the gospel (Philippians 2:22). Because Timothy had an upright conscience (2 Timothy 2:15), he could explain the true word according to its proper meaning and become a good example to all believers (1 Timothy 4:12). May today’s preachers all have Timothy’s character so that they become good examples their hearers can trust, obey, and imitate (Philippians 4:9).
Respect the Lord’s servants
All who can be called “the Lord’s servants” must, like Paul, have the qualifications of being called by the Lord (Acts 9:15) and being willing to be his slave (δουλος; Romans 1:1). Those with these qualifications can win believers’ respect. If a church has many such good believers, it will certainly flourish, because the Lord Jesus Christ can hold first place in everything within it (Colossians 1:18).
Those who seek the Lord’s interests have a future
Because the Lord Jesus Christ is the Creator of heaven and earth (Colossians 1:15–16), whom one cannot afford to offend (Hebrews 10:31), people of old said, “Those who obey heaven prosper; those who oppose heaven perish.” Because those who seek the Lord’s interests are of one mind with the Creator, they are among the flourishing people who have eternal life (1 John 5:12). They will surely receive the following two blessings from the Creator:
Have the Lord’s protection
Anyone with intelligence knows that human beings are fragile (Psalm 90:10). Because Noah had God’s protection, he and his whole family escaped the flood. According to God’s revelation, this world will also face a disaster of blazing fire in the future (2 Peter 3:7). All who want to escape that future disaster must, like Daniel’s three friends, be of one heart and purpose with the “Son of God” who can rescue people from the furnace’s fire (Daniel 3:25). Those who want to save themselves by fleeing into space to seek another earth as a refuge are indulging in an extravagant dream.
Receive the Lord’s reward
Many people today do not know that the Creator is the true God who “clearly distinguishes reward from punishment” (Deuteronomy 7:9–10). As a result, they interpret “God’s love” at will, presenting the Creator as a God who will not bring calamity, which does not accord with biblical revelation (Isaiah 45:6–7). It is indeed true that God is love (1 John 4:8), but he is also righteous (1 John 1:9). May all self-centered believers come to their senses soon, lest through self-deception they repeat Adam and Eve’s mistakes (Genesis 3:22–24). May believers learn the lesson of “seeking the Lord’s interests” from Israel’s twelve spies. Among them, only Joshua and Caleb entered the good land of Canaan because they were willing to seek the Lord’s interests; the other ten spies fell dead in the wilderness because they did not seek the Lord’s interests (Numbers 14:37–38).
Those who seek the Lord’s interests must rely on him
Because believers are in a spiritual battle while in this world (Ephesians 6:12), all who want to overcome must rely on the Lord’s precious blood and remain faithful to him unto death (Revelation 12:11). The following are two things those willing to rely on the Lord to overcome the enemy should do:
Yield to the Lord
Because believers are “Christ’s good soldiers” (2 Timothy 2:3), they must carry out Christ’s commands strictly. Believers should learn from Ananias’s good example of yielding to the Lord. Although he did not want to bring Saul, who had persecuted the church, to the Lord, for the Lord’s sake he eventually obeyed and went (Acts 9:17). That Saul later became Paul, greatly used by the Lord, confirmed that the Lord’s thoughts are indeed higher than human thoughts (Isaiah 55:9).
Follow the Lord
Because believers have been purchased and redeemed by the Lord and no longer belong to themselves (1 Corinthians 6:19–20), they must obey the Lord’s deployment wherever they go. Luke understood this, so when everyone left Rome to escape persecution, he still relied on the Lord and held to his post (2 Timothy 4:10–11). That Luke later became the writer of the “Gospel of Luke” and “Acts” confirms the trustworthiness of the statement, “It is safest to be within the Lord’s will.” May believers all learn from Luke and be willing to share risks with the Lord in every situation.
Part Two: Truly Belong to Christ
Hunger and Thirst after Righteousness
Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness
Because those who are born again and saved belong to Christ (Romans 8:9), and Christ is Jehovah’s righteousness (Jeremiah 33:15–16), it is natural for true Christians to hunger and thirst for righteousness (Matthew 5:6). The Greek for “righteousness” (δικαιοσυνη) is translated “benevolent righteousness” in another passage of the Chinese Bible. Because the “teaching of benevolent righteousness” there (Hebrews 5:13) is the “teaching of Christ” (6:1), “benevolent righteousness” (仁義) is the manifestation of “Christ.” Thus, the substance of “hungering and thirsting for righteousness” is “longing for Christ.” Because Christ is “righteousness,” and “righteousness” is also “the fruit of peace” (Hebrews 12:11), those who long for righteousness will surely have peace when they come before the Lord (Matthew 11:28). The rich young man who came before the Lord to ask about eternal life longed for wealth more than righteousness. Although he met the Lord, he still could not receive peace (Mark 10:21–22). The wise men who were willing to travel a great distance from the East to see the holy infant had hearts longing for righteousness and consequently could “rejoice greatly” before the Lord (Matthew 2:10–11). May all believers who come before the Lord have, like King David, a heart that “longs for God as a deer longs for streams of water” (Psalm 42:1), because this is the Lord’s requirement of believers who come before him and the prerequisite for believers to receive the Holy Spirit (John 7:37–39). The one hundred and twenty believers who were willing to carry out the Lord’s instructions (Luke 24:49) were willing to pray and wait for God in Jerusalem with hearts hungering and thirsting for righteousness. They consequently received the Holy Spirit God gave at the Pentecost gathering (Acts 1:14–15; 2:4). Since “hungering and thirsting for righteousness” is the prerequisite for believers to receive the Holy Spirit, all who want the new life renewed by the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5) must understand and practice the following three biblical teachings:
Those who long for righteousness will long for their heavenly home
Because those who hunger and thirst for righteousness have insight, they will, like Abraham, know that they are “sojourners” on earth and long for their homeland in heaven (Hebrews 11:9, 16). Those who know to long for their heavenly home are blessed, because they will surely receive satisfaction from the Lord (Matthew 5:6). All who wish to become such blessed people must meet the following two conditions:
Accept teaching
Just as becoming a citizen of an earthly country requires meeting conditions, becoming a citizen of the heavenly kingdom also requires meeting God’s requirements. Although Apollos was already a zealous believer who could preach, he did not yet know Christ’s baptism. Fortunately, he was willing to accept the teaching of his elders, Priscilla and Aquila, and consequently he finally received the Holy Spirit (Acts 18:25–28).
Seek the Lord sincerely
Because God shows no partiality (Acts 10:34), all who sincerely seek salvation can be saved (Jeremiah 29:13). The robber crucified with Jesus entered paradise because he sincerely sought the Lord (Luke 23:42–43). May believers have the wisdom of Apollos and of the robber who believed in the Lord, longing for their heavenly home and setting their minds on the things above (Colossians 3:2).
Those who long for righteousness can receive eternal life
Because only the righteous will receive eternal life (Matthew 25:46), believers who want eternal life must long to become righteous so that they can receive it (Hebrews 10:38). The following are two things that all who wish to become righteous must practice:
Fear God
Because those who fear God turn away from evil (Proverbs 3:7), they will have God’s presence. Joseph feared God and therefore did not dare sin (Genesis 39:9); consequently, God’s Spirit dwelt in his heart (Genesis 41:38). According to the standard the Lord Jesus stated, Joseph should therefore be considered a believer who had already been born again (John 3:5). Whether a person has been born again depends not on “what the person does” but on “what the person is.” Someone who already has the Holy Spirit in the heart, like Lazarus sitting at home without doing anything (John 12:11), is already a saved person. All self-centered people, like the preachers whom the Lord did not know, remain people rejected by the Lord even if they do much work (Matthew 7:22–23).
Acknowledge the Lord publicly
Publicly acknowledging the Lord is his requirement of believers (Matthew 10:32–33). The Lord publicly asked the man whose eyes he had healed whether he was willing to believe in God’s Son. The man who had received grace publicly believed in the Lord and, in front of everyone, bowed down to worship him on the spot (John 9:35–38). “Publicly believing in the Lord” is necessary for a person to sign the “new covenant” with God (Jeremiah 31:33), because only an agreement signed with witnesses present is legally valid. Therefore, only those who publicly sign the “new covenant” with the Lord can be acknowledged by him before the Father in heaven in the future (Matthew 10:33). Believers should follow King David’s good example. He not only willingly acknowledged the Lord publicly (Psalm 116:14) but also longed for him to the point that “a single day without seeing him seemed like three autumns” (Psalm 42:2).
Believers should first seek the Lord’s righteousness
Believers must put seeking the Lord’s righteousness first, because this is the prerequisite for receiving God’s blessing (Matthew 6:33). “The Lord’s righteousness” refers to what the Lord considers right. Isaac once wanted to flee to Egypt because of famine. God stopped him on the way and told him to remain in Gerar. In obedience to God, Isaac stayed in Gerar and farmed. God specially blessed him that year, giving him a hundredfold harvest from his cultivation there (Genesis 26:2, 6, 12). We can therefore see that “first seeking the Lord’s righteousness” is more worthwhile than “choosing one’s own way.” Because God has placed all fullness in Christ (Colossians 1:19), believers must enter into Christ in order to receive fullness (Colossians 2:10). All who are willing first to seek the Lord’s righteousness must enter Christ. Those who are not in Christ cannot receive fullness even if they shout spiritual slogans, because sin separates them from God (Isaiah 59:2). May believers learn from Caleb’s good example of “seeking the Lord’s righteousness” (Numbers 14:7–9), so that, like him, they too can believe God’s promise, rely on the Lord to overcome powerful enemies, and receive the inheritance God gives (Joshua 14:11). All willing to “seek the Lord’s righteousness” will surely, through having God’s presence (Philippians 4:9), receive “everything they need” (Matthew 6:32–33).
Translation note
Printed references are retained, including 1 Samuel 6:14 for loss of the Spirit, Exodus 41:38 for Joseph, the second 1 Kings 9:12–13, John 6:26, 6, and Acts 2:28 for the gift of the Spirit; these contain apparent source reference errors. The printed Greek μνευματι and ενδυσθαι are preserved rather than normalized. The author’s lexical explanations, historical accounts, and covenant/legal analogy are translated as stated, not certified as factual or legal advice. Chinese 仁義 is rendered explicitly where the author contrasts its wording with 義.
Part Three: Seek the Word of God to Flourish
Introduction
Chapter Three: Seek the Flourishing of God’s Word
Because “the flourishing of God’s word” is the proper way for a church’s “disciples to increase” (Acts 6:7), preachers should all devote themselves to the flourishing of God’s word. Those willing to do so must understand the biblical meaning of “the flourishing of God’s word.” The Greek for “Word” (λογος) refers to the Lord’s “words” (Matthew 8:16), “God” himself (John 1:1), and the “King of kings” (Revelation 19:13, 16). The “Word” is the “source of life” (1 John 1:1), because life is in the “Word” (John 1:1, 4). If believers understand the original Greek meaning of the Word’s “flourishing” (ηυξανε), they will understand the original meaning of “church growth.” “The flourishing of the Word” means that preachers proclaim the “Word” (λογος) of life, enabling disciples to “grow” (αυξηθητε) in new life unto “salvation” (1 Peter 2:2). We can therefore see that “church growth” refers to “growth in the number and life of disciples,” rather than “growth in believers’ numbers and careers” (3 John 2). Those who establish churches according to the former definition will surely be blessed by God; those who run churches according to the latter definition will reap the consequences of their own actions. May the following two actual examples of churches’ flourishing and decline help believers see the importance of establishing churches according to God’s will.
Thomas Road Baptist Church
In 1956, Pastor Falwell (福威) began the work of establishing Thomas Road Baptist Church in Lynchburg, Virginia, United States. Because he emphasized proclaiming the “old gospel,” God greatly blessed his work. Over the years, he founded more than thirty branch churches. Attendance at the mother church has now also reached more than twenty thousand. Pastor Falwell rested in the Lord in 2007. His son, Pastor Jonathan, has now succeeded him at the church. At present, Thomas Road Baptist Church has become a “megachurch,” and each month several hundred people make decisions at its gatherings. This is a blessed church that faithfully proclaims the Lord’s “old gospel.”
The Crystal Cathedral in Orange County
In 1955, Pastor Schuller (輸樂) began his “Crystal Cathedral” ministry at a drive-in theater in Southern California, United States. Through “positive thinking” and a “theology of success,” he attracted many attendees who wanted to succeed. Everyone he invited to testify at the church was a “successful person” in society. In one church I pastored, there was a young man who had been received by the president of the United States, had earned a perfect score on a public examination, and had been admitted to Harvard University. It was because of his “success” that he was invited to testify at the Crystal Cathedral’s Sunday worship. God had indeed been gracious to this young man, but that does not mean he was successful in God’s eyes. If a church continually promotes this kind of success, how will it teach the principle of “following the Lord’s (suffering) footsteps” (1 Peter 2:21)? Because of financial difficulties, the “Crystal Cathedral” eventually declared bankruptcy on February 3 of this year. The property has now been purchased by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Orange County. May preachers take warning from this account of the “Crystal Cathedral” so as not to repeat its mistakes. Those who wish to pursue a “direction of church growth” that accords with God’s heart must understand and practice the following biblical teachings:
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Proclaim the True Word
“Proclaiming the true word” means conveying God’s truth to people. “Truth” has a distinction between “God’s principles” and “human principles.” The principles discussed in the former Soviet Union’s “Pravda” (“Truth”) were human principles; only the principles God reveals through the Bible are God’s truth. The former Soviet Union disintegrated because its principles lacked eternal value. The Lord’s church can endure like the sun because biblical principles endure (1 Peter 1:23). Those who understand this should not proclaim Christian culture that is out of sympathy with the Lord’s heart, but should proclaim truths that accord with the meaning of the Bible in its original languages. Preachers willing to do so should understand and practice the following three biblical teachings about proclaiming the true word:
Proclaim only the gospel that accords with the true word
The “true word” (πιστις; Acts 16:26) is the “gospel” Paul preached (Galatians 1:23). (The Greek for “preach” in this verse, ευαγγελιζεται, originally means “preach the gospel” [Revelation 14:6].) Because Paul was the apostle God chose to preach the gospel to the Gentiles (Acts 9:15), the gospel believers preach today should accord with the revelation Paul received from God. Those willing to do so will proclaim that the Lord died for sinners, was buried, rose from the dead on the third day, and appeared to the disciples (1 Corinthians 15:3–8), and that he will return in the future as Lord to judge the dead and the living (Acts 10:42). Those unwilling to do so belong among the people the Lord does not know (Matthew 7:22–23).
Those who preach the true word must have the Holy Spirit
Because the true word preachers proclaim consists of words received from the Lord (1 Corinthians 11:23), and the Lord’s words are spirit and life (John 6:63), those who preach the true word must first receive the Holy Spirit themselves (Acts 2:4) in order to enable their hearers also to receive the Spirit (Acts 2:38). In the Jerusalem church, there were first seven deacons filled with the Holy Spirit and the flourishing of God’s word; only afterward did the number of disciples increase (Acts 6:7). May today’s preachers follow the example of the early church’s preachers, being willing to rely on the Holy Spirit in proclaiming God’s true word.
Those who preach the true word must have a testimony
Because the Greek for “true word” (πιστις; Romans 1:5) is translated elsewhere as “faithfulness” (Titus 2:10) and “believing obedience” (Mark 11:22), all who preach the true word must have a testimony of “faithfulness” and “believing obedience” to God in order to be persuasive. Joseph’s testimony of faithfulness (Genesis 39:9) enabled Egypt’s Pharaoh to recognize God’s Spirit within him (Genesis 41:38). Jonah’s testimony of believing obedience to God (Jonah 3:3) caused the king of Nineveh to believe and obey the message he preached (Jonah 3:6). We can therefore see that a preacher’s testimony affects the fruit of the work. May preachers all be willing to learn from Joseph and Jonah so that they can proclaim God’s true word through their own lives.
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The Holy Spirit Working With Us
Have the Holy Spirit Working with You
“The Holy Spirit working with people” means that the Holy Spirit is with God’s workers, making God’s messengers greatly fruitful as they carry out his mission. Peter’s bringing Cornelius’s whole household to the Lord is the best example. Because he was willing to accept the Holy Spirit’s direction and proclaim the message of the Lord’s resurrection and forgiveness of sins, the Holy Spirit came upon everyone who heard the message (Acts 10:20, 40, 43, 44). We can therefore see that “the Holy Spirit working with people” is the result of God’s servants being willing to proclaim the message of the Lord’s resurrection and forgiveness of sins (Luke 24:46–47). Those who want the Holy Spirit working with them must first be filled with the Spirit themselves. Because Barnabas was filled with the Holy Spirit, he could accept and guide Paul and bring the gospel to the Gentiles (Acts 11:24–25; 15:35). It is biblical teaching that believers are to “be filled” (πληρουσθε) with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18). Because the Greek for “be filled” is a passive verb in the “present imperative” (Pres. imper.), expressing the action of continually being filled, all who wish to have the Holy Spirit working with them must continually obey the Spirit. Those who can do this will be like Caleb, whose “strength is now what it was then,” becoming an ever-victorious general whose “precious sword has not grown old,” able to take cities and territory for God (Joshua 14:11–14). May believers “aspire to equal the worthy when they see them,” willingly becoming like Caleb and always having the Holy Spirit working with them. Those willing to do so must understand and practice the following three biblical teachings:
Believers must cooperate with the Holy Spirit
God is willing to work with people through the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:9). This “working together” is a relationship of divided responsibilities and cooperation. According to biblical revelation, the relationship between the Lord and believers resembles that of “husband and wife” (Ephesians 5:22–23). Because a wife should be her husband’s helper (Genesis 2:18), believers take the role of “helper” in the relationship between the Holy Spirit and people. A good helper of the Holy Spirit must learn Paul’s obedience to God. When the Holy Spirit prompted Paul to preach in Macedonia, he immediately changed his original plan to go to Bithynia (Acts 16:7–10). A good helper of the Holy Spirit will also be like Peter, willing to obey God and bring the gospel to Gentiles whom he had originally considered “unclean” (Acts 10:14–15, 47). May preachers all become helpers of the Holy Spirit, willing to proclaim the message of “repentance and forgiveness of sins” commanded by the Lord (Luke 24:47), rather than using a worldly “philosophy of success” to attract hearers who dislike “the offense of the cross” (Galatians 5:11). Because Peter was willing to proclaim the true word, he had the Holy Spirit working with him and led three thousand people to believe in the Lord through one sermon (Acts 2:38, 41). Those three thousand who turned to the Lord had the life of a new creation, so they could practice the word and lead others to him. As a result, the Lord added those being saved to the church daily (Acts 2:42, 46–47). We can therefore see that when believers are willing to become good helpers of the Holy Spirit, the church will have true growth. All who “turn to their own way” will become detestable in the Lord’s eyes (Matthew 7:22–23).
The Lord wants believers to become disciples
A “disciple” (μαθητης) is the Lord’s “student” (Matthew 10:24). The Lord wants believers to learn Christ’s example so that they can “be like the teacher” (Luke 6:40). Because the believers at Antioch had Christ’s likeness, people called them Christians (Acts 11:26). “Disciples” differ from “believers”: the former are willing to learn to be like the Lord, whereas the latter have faith alone. All who wish to be the Lord’s disciples are willing to follow these two examples of his:
Have God’s love
The Lord had God’s love and was willing to die for people while they were still sinners; his love was revealed in this (Romans 5:8). The Lord commanded his disciples to love one another with God’s love (John 13:34). May believers who have already been born again and saved all carry out the Lord’s instructions so that they become his true disciples. Only in this way will the Lord’s church have true growth.
Be gentle and humble
The Lord instructed his disciples to learn his “gentleness” and “humility.” All who do so have rest for their souls (Matthew 1:29). If disciples have the Lord’s gentleness, they can “overcome hardness with gentleness” (1 Peter 3:15–16), enabling their hearers to understand the true word (2 Timothy 2:25). Because the Greek for “humble” (ταπεινος) is translated “lowly” in another passage of a Chinese Bible version (James 1:9), the humble are also those who perceive their own “lowliness” before God (Luke 1:48). Because God gives grace to the humble (1 Peter 5:5), believers must be poor in spirit in order to become citizens of the heavenly kingdom (Matthew 5:3). May all believers learn the Lord’s gentleness and humility so that they have the true peace he gives (Matthew 11:29). Such true peace is a sign that the Lord’s true disciples are in Christ (John 16:33).
Disciples should give glory to God
Only those willing to give glory to God are honest people, because all glory is God’s (Matthew 6:13). God’s Son Jesus Christ is “the radiance of God’s glory” (Hebrews 1:3), the “Creator” (Colossians 1:16). Because created beings’ glory is all an extension of “God’s glory,” created beings have no merit of their own to claim. Anyone who attributes glory to himself is unwise. Because King Nebuchadnezzar failed to give glory to God, God withdrew the ability that had enabled him to succeed (Daniel 4:30–33). King Herod also failed to give glory to God, and God withdrew the breath that enabled him to speak (Acts 12:23). May believers all know themselves, because everyone called by God’s name was created by God for his own glory (Isaiah 43:7). Because it is “the dead” (Ephesians 2:1) who do not give glory to God (Psalm 115:17), all who have been born again should give thanks to God (Isaiah 38:19). May all who have not been born again rise together with the Lord in Christ (Ephesians 2:5; Romans 6:4), so that the Lord’s church has more “living people” who give glory to God (Revelation 3:1, 4). May “glorifying God” become believers’ true motive for participating in the Lord’s ministry and pursuing church growth (1 Corinthians 10:31).
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Heed the Lord’s Counsel
In the Old Testament era, God often exhorted his people to heed his words (Psalm 50:7). In the New Testament era, to cure believers’ problem of being neither cold nor hot toward God, the Lord counsels believers living in the last days to buy “gold,” “white garments,” and “eye salve” from him (Revelation 3:18). The Greek for “counsel,” δυμβουλευω, means “to give counsel” (John 18:14). (The Chinese Bible version’s rendering of this word as “express an opinion” is indeed a “paraphrastic translation.”) Because God gives people freedom of decision, they can choose whether to obey him. Because obeying God expresses love for him (John 14:15), and loving God is the prerequisite for receiving blessing (Psalm 91:14–16), all who wish to be blessed by God must choose to obey him (Deuteronomy 11:27–28). Because “Revelation” was written when the Lord told the apostle John to record “things that must soon take place” (Revelation 1:1), its revelation concerning the seven churches is an overview of believers’ spiritual condition throughout the period from John’s receiving the revelation until the Lord’s return. Because the revelation concerning “Laodicea” comes last, the Laodicean believers’ spiritual condition of being “neither cold nor hot” (Revelation 3:15) is a portrait of believers’ spiritual condition in the church of the last days. “Not cold” means that believers still attend gatherings, while “not hot” means they no longer love God wholeheartedly with “God’s love” (αγαπη; Matthew 22:37). May all believers who have this problem of being “neither cold nor hot” accept the following three counsels the Lord gives:
Have faith that has passed through testing
The Lord tells believers of the last days to buy “gold refined by fire” from him (Revelation 3:18). “Gold” is a metaphor for believers’ tested faith. Believers willing to pay the price of “temporary sorrow amid trials” can receive true “faith” more precious than genuine gold (1 Peter 1:6–7). Because only genuine faith can produce “God’s love” (αγαπη; 1 Timothy 1:5), those who have genuine faith can love God with God’s love. Because Paul had genuine faith (1 Timothy 1:15), he could express his true love for God through action. During his first evangelistic journey, he was beaten unconscious and thrown outside the city of Derbe. When he awoke, he immediately went back into the city and “made quite a few people the Lord’s disciples” (Acts 14:19–21). May today’s believers, like Paul, have faith that withstands testing, because only those who can endure suffering resemble Christ (Isaiah 53:3). Believers must have genuine faith that has been tested in order to fulfill God’s mission. People with this faith will be like Queen Esther, daring to say, “If I perish, I perish,” when taking a risk to save their people from being killed (Esther 4:16). If today’s believers have this “if I perish, I perish” faith, they will overcome every difficulty (2 Timothy 4:2) and rescue the lost from Satan’s hands through the gospel (Acts 26:18).
Have the holiness of forgiven sins
The Lord also tells believers in the last days to “buy white garments to put on” (Revelation 3:18). “White garments” are a metaphor for the holiness of believers whose sins have been washed away by the Lord’s blood (Revelation 1:5; 7:14). Because the condition for believers’ sins to be forgiven is that they “confess their own sins” (1 John 1:9), contrition for sin (Psalm 51:17) is the price believers must pay to buy “white garments” from the Lord. According to biblical revelation, believers are “justified” by God “freely” (Romans 3:24); however, the “eternal life” and “crown of righteousness” believers are to receive require a price. For believers’ “eternal life,” in addition to the Lord’s paying the price of “dying for sinners” (Isaiah 53:12), believers must fulfill the responsibility of “hearing and following the Lord” (John 10:27–28). As for the future “crown of glory,” all who wish to receive this reward must qualify through “faithfulness to the Lord unto death.” Even to receive other blessings from God, those blessed must meet the qualification of “loving God wholeheartedly” (Psalm 91:14–16). In fact, believers’ need to “strive and fulfill their responsibility” is wording the Lord himself chose (Matthew 11:12). May believers all strive to fulfill their responsibility of sincerely confessing their sins to the Lord, because those whose sins remain unforgiven cannot approach God (Isaiah 59:2). Being dishonest or playing ignorant before the Lord is useless, because God knows people’s thoughts from afar (Psalm 139:2). All who sincerely confess their sins will love God, because those whose many sins have been forgiven will also love more (Luke 7:47).
Have the Holy Spirit who gives discerning eyes
The Lord tells believers of the last days to “buy eye salve to anoint their eyes” from him (Revelation 3:18). “Eye salve” is a metaphor for the “Holy Spirit,” who enables people to have new sight. Ananias was once sent by the Lord to bring Saul to him. When Ananias laid hands on Saul and prayed, the Holy Spirit filled Saul and his eyesight was immediately restored. Saul not only saw Ananias but also saw the necessity of being baptized and turning to the Lord (Acts 9:17–18). God’s Spirit can open people’s eyes, giving those who receive the Holy Spirit a new worldview. It was because Barnabas was filled with the Holy Spirit that he gained new insight and dared risk offending the church leaders by welcoming Saul, who had turned from evil to the right way (Acts 9:26–27). Those who have the Holy Spirit in their hearts have received the source of God’s love (Romans 5:5). Those who do not love the people God loves do not truly love God (1 John 4:20). For this very reason, believers unable to love one another with God’s love must, like the believers in Laodicea, buy the Lord’s “eye salve” so that they gain new sight. Without the Holy Spirit, a believer is a “Christian in name only.” If a church has too many such members, it becomes a “Laodicean-style church.” In such a church, even the Lord Jesus becomes an “outsider” who cannot freely enter the church (Revelation 3:20). May all believers belonging to such churches buy the Lord’s eye salve so that, like Saul, they receive the Holy Spirit, gain a new outlook, discipline their bodies (1 Corinthians 9:27), and gladly become the Lord’s slaves (Romans 1:1).
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Many Are Saved
Many People Receive Salvation
A church’s flourishing consists in “many people receiving salvation,” not in “many people attending,” because many of those attending church have not yet been born again and saved. According to a recent survey report in the United States, ninety percent of the young people attending American churches no longer attend church gatherings by the time they enter college. These “believers” who have “stopped gathering” (Hebrews 10:25) were once “attendees” of some church. This phenomenon of many attending but few receiving salvation does not accord with God’s will (1 Timothy 2:4). Today, many preachers attract people to church with worldly blessings but do not preach “repentance and forgiveness of sins.” As a result, they produce many “Laodicean-style” attendees who are “neither cold nor hot” (Revelation 3:16). In the Lord’s eyes, woe falls on all who do this (Matthew 23:13). They do not yet understand the biblical teachings that “the righteous will receive life through faith” (Romans 1:17) and that only “the righteous will go into eternal life” (Matthew 25:46). They tell people to “believe” in God but do not tell them the biblical meaning of the “faith” that can bring rebirth. Consequently, many hearers cannot receive the Holy Spirit God gives (Acts 5:32), because they have not “believed and obeyed” God (Romans 1:5). Because only those who have the Holy Spirit in their hearts belong to Christ (Romans 8:9), only believers who have truly been born again are true members of the Lord’s church. Only a church composed of many such members can be called a church where “many people receive salvation.” The Ephesian church was a church where many people received salvation (Acts 19:6). Those who want such a church must learn from the early church’s believers (Acts 9:31), enabling all believers in the church to have the following three manifestations of genuine faith:
Have the peace Christ gives
The Greek for “peace” (ειρηνη) has three meanings: “being safe and at ease” (2 Peter 3:14), “making peace” (Luke 14:32), and “peace” (Acts 10:36). “Peace” is the feeling of ease and well-being after reconciliation with God (Romans 5:14). Anyone who has this feeling after believing in the Lord (Acts 16:34) is someone who has sincerely believed in him. Someone has very aptly compared “peace” to the British flag on the roof of the monarch’s residence indicating that the Queen of England is in her office: just as “the flag’s presence” shows that “the Queen is in her office,” “the presence of peace” shows that “the Lord Jesus is already in a person’s heart.” Those who have the peace the Lord gives have the credibility to bring people to him. The three thousand who heard Peter’s message and turned to the Lord all had joyful new life. They were greatly liked by everyone, and many people consequently turned to the Lord because of their testimony (Acts 2:41–47). May believers all receive the peace the Lord gives (John 16:33). Those who wish to receive this true peace must, like the jailer in Philippi, willingly repent sincerely and be baptized into Christ (Galatians 3:27; Acts 16:30–33). Those who lack this true peace (Mark 10:22) are under suspicion of being “wicked in God’s eyes” (Isaiah 48:22).
Maintain a heart that fears the Lord in everything
The Greek for “fear” (φοβος) has two meanings: “knowing what is fearful” (2 Corinthians 5:11) and “being afraid” (Romans 8:15). Because only those who fear God (Hebrews 10:31) have a desire to seek rescue (Acts 2:36–37), all who wish to be saved must fear God. Those who do not fear God, even if baptized, will be like Simon the Samaritan, still not true believers (Acts 8:9, 13, 20–21). Those willing to fear God can, like the centurion Cornelius, become righteous people able to lead their relatives and friends to the Lord (Acts 10:22, 24, 44). Believers must have “experiential knowledge” of the Lord—having experienced God—in order to know how fearsome he is (Hebrews 10:31). Saul was like “a newborn calf that does not fear the tiger” and consequently persecuted the Lord’s church at will (Acts 9:1–2). Later, on the road to Damascus, he met the risen Lord and became blind in both eyes from seeing the Lord’s glory. From that time onward, he changed his view that “struggling against heaven brings endless joy.” He later submitted to the Lord, gladly became his slave, and changed his name to Paul (Romans 1:1). Abraham also believed in God through “experiential knowledge” of him (Genesis 15:6). Later, because he feared God, he was willing to follow God’s instructions and offer his only son Isaac to him (Genesis 22:12). We can therefore see that all who truly believe in the Lord will surely fear God, because “fearing God” is a sign that a person has “saving faith” (Luke 17:16–17).
Have the resolve to suffer for righteousness
Anyone who believes the Lord’s words will know that believers will have suffering in the world (John 16:33), but will not worry excessively, because the Lord will soon deliver them from it all (Psalm 34:19). Without a resolve to suffer, it is difficult to be the Lord’s disciple, because everyone who enters the heavenly kingdom must experience hardships (Acts 14:22). In fact, experiencing hardships is not a bad thing, because only those who have experienced them have the ability to comfort others (2 Corinthians 1:4) and receive future glory (Romans 8:18). Throughout the generations, all whom the Lord has greatly used have endured many afflictions. If Peter had not experienced “bitter weeping” (Matthew 6:75, printed 太6；75) and “imprisonment” (Acts 12:5), it would have been difficult for him to have the ability in ministry to “raise the dead” (Acts 9:37, 41) and “lead three thousand people to the Lord” (Acts 2:41). If Paul had not experienced the suffering of imprisonment for the Lord, it would probably also have been difficult to bear the gospel fruit of “the jailer’s whole household turning to the Lord” (Acts 16:25–34). Because “enduring suffering” is a quality true believers must have, Paul exhorted Timothy to endure suffering and fulfill the ministry of preaching (2 Timothy 4:5). May all believers belonging to the Lord have faith with the inner substance that enables them to suffer, so that, like the believers in the Ephesian church, they enable the number of saved people in the church to increase continually (Acts 9:31). May believers’ faith all have the inner substance of peace, fear of God, and willingness to face suffering, so that the Lord’s word flourishes and his church has true growth. May the Lord’s church be like Noah’s ark, allowing all whom God sends (Genesis 7:9) to receive eternal life in Christ (Romans 6:23).
Part Three: Seek the Word of God to Flourish
Be Wise
Be a Wise Person
From the standpoint of Greek word meanings, the Greek noun for “wisdom” (σοφος) and the verb (σοφιζω) share the same root. In Chinese Bible versions, the former is translated not only “wisdom” but also “understanding” (1 Corinthians 3:10; the source prints 聽明) and “all-wise” (Romans 16:27), while the latter is also translated “clever” (2 Peter 1:16). From the standpoint of biblical revelation, “wisdom” is the understanding a person receives from the Holy Spirit after understanding the Scriptures (2 Timothy 3:15; Ephesians 1:17; Colossians 1:9). Timothy’s “wisdom leading to salvation” came from understanding the Scriptures and believing in the Lord (2 Timothy 3:15). Because God shows no partiality (Acts 10:34), he wants everyone to “understand the Scriptures and believe in the Lord” and be saved (1 Timothy 2:4). Because the Ethiopian eunuch was willing to understand the Scriptures, he still had an opportunity to be saved although he lived far away in Africa (Acts 8:35). Because the Scriptures are the Lord’s words (2 Peter 1:21), and the Lord’s words are spirit (John 6:63), those who understand the Scriptures will experience the Holy Spirit’s prompting (Acts 10:44). Those whose hearts are moved by the Holy Spirit can, like the Ethiopian eunuch, have “wisdom leading to salvation” (Acts 8:36). Those with this “wisdom leading to salvation” can, like Paul, believe in the Lord (Acts 9:5, 9, 18) because “Jesus is the risen Savior” (Romans 10:9), rather than follow him only because “Jesus has useful value” (John 6:14–15). Because God wants believers to conduct themselves as wise people (Ephesians 5:15), all who share God’s heart will be willing to practice the following three biblical teachings on “being a wise person”:
Seize the opportunities God gives
Because Timothy had sincere faith (2 Timothy 1:5), he received praise from brothers and sisters in the Lord (Acts 16:2) and had the opportunity to be chosen by Paul as a successor in proclaiming the Lord’s gospel (2 Timothy 2:2). Timothy’s salvation and ability to save others (1 Timothy 4:16) both arose from his understanding the Scriptures, having wisdom leading to salvation (2 Timothy 3:15), and knowing how to seize opportunities (Acts 16:3). May believers all understand the principle that “what happens to everyone depends on opportunity” (Ecclesiastes 9:11). Bartimaeus, who met the Lord at Jericho’s gate, received the Lord’s healing and salvation because he seized the opportunity to seek rescue (Mark 10:48, 52). Although Bartimaeus did not have profound learning, his “wisdom leading to salvation” was not inferior to anyone’s. His wisdom in “resisting everyone’s objections” (Mark 10:48) and disregarding “social pressure” for the sake of salvation is admirable. Another wise person from whom believers should learn is Zacchaeus, who welcomed the Lord to stay in his home. With distinctive insight, he gladly welcomed the Lord to stay despite there being no prior appointment. His whole household’s receiving salvation also came from his knowing how to “seize the opportunity.” Believers must have the wisdom of Bartimaeus and Zacchaeus so as not to sink into being “Mr. Nice Guy” and become “Laodicean-style believers” who shut the Lord outside the door (Revelation 3:20).
Gladly do God’s will
Because Timothy understood the Scriptures (2 Timothy 3:15) and knew that all who call upon the Lord’s name can be saved (Joel 2:32), he did God’s will and was willing to labor with Paul to advance the gospel (Philippians 2:2). God’s will is for everyone to be saved (1 Timothy 2:4), to worship him, and for all nations to become the Lord’s disciples (John 4:24; Matthew 28:19). Because Apollos received instruction from the married couple Priscilla and Aquila, he understood the true word and gladly acted according to God’s will, volunteering to go and preach in Achaia (Acts 18:26–28). We can therefore see that all who have wisdom leading to salvation will gladly proclaim the gospel so that God’s will for everyone to be saved is fulfilled. After Dr. 宋尚節 was saved, he had the same sense of purpose. Before his rebirth, he often spent time reading Buddhist scriptures and sitting in meditation. After being born again, he came to love Bible reading and prayer. Later, to do God’s will, he gave up an opportunity to return to China as a university professor and returned to his hometown to become an obscure, humble preacher. He later decided to change his name to “John,” because he wanted to be a “forerunner preparing the way” for the Lord’s ministry, as John the Baptist had been. Although Dr. 宋 did not hold classes in “church growth studies,” the “spiritual students” he led to the Lord filled Southeast Asia. Dr. Schuller, who began the “Crystal Cathedral” ministry in Orange County, California, more than fifty years ago, frequently taught classes on “church growth.” Yet fifty-six years later, the “Crystal Cathedral” he established declared bankruptcy because it was difficult to sustain. We can therefore see that “church growth” consists in “the flourishing of God’s word” (Acts 6:7), not in “academic discussion,” and in “believers’ rebirth” (John 3:5), not in “the grandeur of the church building.” May all preachers who have departed from the right way wake up and be willing to obtain true “success” of eternal value in the things God has sent them to accomplish (Isaiah 55:11).
Be willing to endure suffering for the Lord
Paul taught Timothy to endure suffering and fulfill his duty faithfully (2 Timothy 4:5). Because Timothy had spiritual wisdom, he was willing to suffer imprisonment for the Lord (Hebrews 13:23). Believers’ suffering for righteousness is God’s test for those entering his kingdom (Acts 14:22; 1 Peter 5:10). All who cannot withstand this test will experience greater and longer suffering in the future (Revelation 20:10, 15). Seen in this light, all who are unwilling to suffer are unwise. May believers serve the Lord faithfully amid every trial and difficulty, because they will give account to him in the future (2 Corinthians 5:10). Those who serve the Lord faithfully can receive his reward (Matthew 25:21, 26–30). Because people have different aspirations, there is a distinction between the foolish and the wise (Proverbs 10:1). Joshua and Caleb were wise, so they chose the “difficult road” into the promised land. The ten spies, lacking wisdom, chose the “easy road” into the wilderness where people fell dead (Numbers 14:37–38). May believers all have wisdom and choose the heavenly road that, though it passes through hardship, leads to a reward (2 Timothy 4:7–8). Those without this wisdom will be like the rich man in Hades: although they escaped “brief suffering” on earth, they could not escape the “extreme suffering” of Hades (Luke 16:24).
Translation note
“Now,” “at present,” “this year,” and “recent” belong to the source author’s time; no present-day date or statistic has been substituted. The source’s February 3 bankruptcy date, historical causal claims, Derbe location, and ninety-percent statistic are retained as printed. Apparent reference errors, including Acts 16:26, Matthew 1:29, Romans 5:14, 太6；75, and Philippians 2:2, remain visible. The source’s Greek δυμβουλευω, grammatical description of σοφος, and printed 聽明 are preserved. No independent factual certification is implied.
Part Four: Have Good Preachers
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Chapter Four: Have Good Preachers
The Lord’s church must have good preachers in order to grow, because a good preacher is a messenger sent by Christ (2 Corinthians 5:20–21). Those sent by the Lord will naturally bear much gospel fruit (John 15:16). Such good preachers who bear gospel fruit will have the following three signs:
Have a close relationship with the Lord
Because the Greek for “messenger” (πρεσβευω) means “ambassador with full authority” (ambassador), anyone appointed as an “ambassador” must have a good relationship with the king in order to convey the king’s “royal decree” [the source appears to omit the verb “convey”]. By the same principle, those who consider themselves Christ’s messengers must have a good relationship with the Lord in order to proclaim his “royal decree”: the “message of repentance and forgiveness of sins” that he wants his disciples to proclaim (Luke 24:47). Those who do not act in this way are not “the Lord’s messengers” but “treacherous ministers” who “hold the emperor hostage in order to command the feudal lords.” May preachers all be like Peter, the Lord’s faithful servant, praying often, doing the Lord’s will, and bearing much fruit (Acts 10:9, 19–21, 44). “Bearing much fruit” differs from “having many people attend.” The former adds more born-again citizens to the heavenly kingdom (Acts 2:41–42), while the latter merely adds attendees to the church (John 6:24, 26, 66–69). All who are responsible for preaching in the Lord’s church must have a deep relationship with him, because only the “teaching by words” of such preachers who “teach by example” is readily accepted by their hearers (Philippians 4:9).
Be a good example of believing and obeying God
Because church growth aims to increase those who believe and obey the true word (Romans 1:5), every good preacher belonging to the Lord must be a good example of believing and obeying him. For those who do not believe and obey the true word, trying to proclaim it to people will be even harder than a bald person selling “hair-growth tonic,” because most people believe that “hearing a hundred times is not as good as seeing once.” In God’s church, parents who do not believe and obey God find it difficult to bring their children to faith, because their disobedient behavior often damages their credibility. May all who would be good preachers for the Lord lead by example, as Jonah did, willingly obeying God first and then proclaiming repentance to people (Jonah 3:3–4). If God’s church has such good preachers, it will not become a “Sardis-style” religious institution (Revelation 3:1).
Have a good message proclaiming Jesus
Because the center of the gospel is “Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 2:2), all good preachers should, like Philip, “begin from the Scripture and proclaim Jesus” (Acts 8:35). In Antioch, because Paul was willing to proclaim Jesus’ death and resurrection (Acts 13:28–30), all who were appointed to eternal life believed in the Lord (Acts 13:48). May today’s preachers willingly imitate Paul’s good example so that all whom God sends can receive eternal life through hearing the Lord’s word. Those with this aspiration must understand and practice the following biblical teachings.
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Pierce the Heart
Pierce People’s Hearts
Many comic speakers in the world can make people laugh, but only good preachers belonging to God can cause hearers to “feel pierced to the heart” (Acts 2:37). Preachers who want, like Peter, to preach so that people are pierced to the heart and many turn to the Lord at the invitation (Acts 2:37–41) must humbly learn the following three secrets from Peter:
Know how to proclaim the Bible’s “essential meaning”
The Greek for “essential meaning” (πνευματος) means “Holy Spirit” (2 Corinthians 3:6). Those who “proclaim the Bible’s essential meaning” are proclaiming “the original meaning intended by the biblical writer when receiving the Holy Spirit’s revelation” (2 Peter 1:21). In Peter’s sermon that brought three thousand people to the Lord (Acts 2:15–36), he quoted the Old Testament Psalms (Psalm 16:10), saying, “For you will not abandon my soul in Hades, nor will you let your Holy One see decay” (Acts 2:27). Receiving the Holy Spirit’s revelation, Peter knew that this Old Testament verse foretold Christ Jesus’ resurrection, rather than describing King David’s own experience. This prophetic understanding Peter had is a qualification today’s preachers need. Those with this qualification can proclaim the Bible’s powerfully effective essential meaning (Hebrews 4:12). Those who do not proclaim the Bible’s essential meaning will lead people astray (Jeremiah 50:6).
Be continually filled with the Holy Spirit
It is biblical teaching that believers are to be filled with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18). “Being filled with the Holy Spirit” (πληρουσθε εν Πνευματι) means that someone who has the Holy Spirit as a gift (Acts 2:38) is willing to let the Spirit “fill up” (Luke 3:5) the heart. “Filling up one’s heart” means that a born-again person obeys the Holy Spirit’s prompting completely. Because the Greek for “be filled” (πληρουσθε) is a verb in the “present imperative” (pres. imper.), a person’s being “filled” with the Spirit is an action that is “continuous” and “required.” Because Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4), he had the Spirit working with him. Because the Holy Spirit worked (1 Corinthians 12:3), Peter’s message could cause three thousand hearers to feel pierced to the heart and believe that “Jesus is Lord” (Acts 2:41).
Dare to call those who love God to turn to the Lord
Because “those who love God” are the people God has called to receive future heavenly glory (Romans 8:28–30), all good preachers will not forget, in their sermons, to call these people who love God to repent and turn to the Lord. Although the Lord issued a call to the young man who loved wealth more than the Lord (Mark 10:21), he did not compel him to believe, because those who do not love the Lord above all else (1 John 2:15) cannot be his disciples (Luke 14:26). The three thousand who heard Peter’s message and turned to the Lord were all people who had come from various parts of the world to worship God in Jerusalem because they loved him (Acts 2:5). Because they loved God, they were moved by the Holy Spirit and felt pierced to the heart. May preachers all become good preachers filled with the Holy Spirit, able to proclaim messages that pierce people’s hearts and daring to call sinners to repent and turn to the Lord.
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Carry Out the Great Commission
“Making everyone the Lord’s disciples” (Matthew 28:19–20) is the commission the Lord Jesus gave his disciples before his ascension. Because the Lord’s disciples are ministers of God’s gospel (Ephesians 3:7), they must be faithful to God (1 Corinthians 4:1). The Greek for “faithful” (πιστος) is also translated “truly believing in the Lord” in Chinese Bible versions (Acts 16:15). We can therefore see that a gospel minister who faithfully carries out the Lord’s Great Commission is a person who truly believes in him. Because “carrying out the Great Commission” is the Lord’s requirement of his disciples (Luke 6:46), believers who have been born again and saved should gladly carry out this instruction. Those willing to carry out the Lord’s words will receive his commendation and joy (Matthew 25:23), while those unwilling to obey will meet the outcome of rejection by him (Matthew 25:30). May believers learn from Paul to regard preaching the gospel as their responsibility (1 Corinthians 9:17) and their reason for remaining in this world (Philippians 1:23–25). Those without this insight will be like Peter, wanting to move heaven down to earth (Matthew 17:4), while disregarding (Matthew 16:21–22) the Lord’s purpose in coming into the world (Luke 19:10) and his great eternal plan (Ephesians 1:9–10). According to biblical revelation, believers’ homeland is in heaven (Hebrews 11:16). Their mission in this world is to be the kingdom of heaven’s ambassadors on earth (2 Corinthians 5:20), helping people enter the heavenly kingdom (Acts 14:22). Those willing to accept the Lord’s appointment should gladly carry out the following three instructions in his “Great Commission”:
One must obtain the Lord’s authority
Because “carrying out the Great Commission” is spiritual warfare (Ephesians 6:12) to recover souls from the devil’s hands (Acts 26:19), disciples must have the Lord’s authority in order to overcome. Because Paul had this authority, he could cast out demons and bring the Philippian jailer’s whole household to the Lord (Acts 16:18, 34). The seven sons of Sceva lacked this authority, so when casting out a demon they were instead injured by it and fled in panic (Acts 19:13–16). Those who want this authority must be sent by the Lord. When the Lord chose and sent twelve disciples to preach, he gave them authority to cast out demons (Mark 3:14–15). Those who want to be called by the Lord must love God (Romans 8:28). They should proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness of sins (Luke 24:47) in order to be the Lord’s messengers. Because Ananias was willing to love God, he was called by the Lord to bring Saul to faith. Through the authority given by the Lord, Ananias quickly brought Saul to him and enabled his blind eyes to see (Acts 9:10–11, 17–18). Those who want the Lord’s authority must “be sent by the Lord” and “be willing to proclaim his word.” Although Paul was a prisoner, he dared to proclaim “Believe in the Lord Jesus.” The Lord consequently gave him authority so that the jailer who ruled over him could fall down and turn to the Lord (Acts 16:29, 34). The Ethiopian eunuch could believe in the Lord (Acts 8:35–38) because Philip was willing to explain the Scriptures and therefore had the Lord working with him (Mark 16:20). May all willing to carry out the Lord’s Great Commission, like Ananias, Paul, and Philip, first receive the Lord’s calling and authority.
Make people the Lord’s disciples
The goal of the Lord’s “Great Commission” is for people to become his disciples (Matthew 28:19). A “disciple” (μαθητης) differs from a “believer” (πιστος): the former is the Lord’s “student” (μαθητης; Matthew 11:28), while the latter is “someone with faith” (1 Timothy 4:12). All “disciples” are “believers,” but not everyone “with faith” is necessarily a “disciple,” because some believers’ faith has not yet reached the level of “believing and obeying the true word” (Romans 1:5). Because these people have not believed and obeyed the Lord (James 2:19), they do not yet qualify to be his disciples. They resemble “candidates for Hong Kong’s chief executive,” all of whom think they are well qualified, though this is only a personal view based on “one-sided wishful thinking.” May such believers learn from Cornelius’s example, willingly obeying the Holy Spirit, heeding the Lord’s word, and receiving the Spirit so that they can be born again and saved (Acts 10:2, 5, 44, 48). Under normal circumstances, “baptism” can wash away people’s sins (Acts 22:16) and bring them into Christ (Galatians 3:27), but an “unqualified baptism” has no such effect. Although Simon in Samaria had been baptized, he still had no share in the Lord’s word. This shows that the baptism received by those whose hearts are not right is ineffective (Acts 8:9, 13, 20–21). Preachers should not seek only more church attendees without seeking more true disciples, because this does not accord with the Lord’s heart. Those who do this not only fail to carry out the Lord’s Great Commission but also damage the church’s reputation. This opportunistic shortcut lacks foresight (2 Corinthians 5:10).
Proclaim the Bible’s original meaning
Philip could bring the Ethiopian eunuch to faith in the Lord because he knew how to proclaim Jesus to him according to the Scriptures. May preachers all be like Philip, speaking only the Bible’s original meaning, speaking less about religious traditions, and not speaking their own opinions, because neither traditions nor human ideas are equivalent to biblical truth. The Bible’s “original meaning” means the meaning of the Bible in its original languages. For example, the original Greek meaning of “believers are royal priests” (ιερατευμα) should be “believers have a royal priestly function” (1 Peter 2:9). Likewise, the original Hebrew meaning of “make a spouse to help him” (כנגדו עזר) is “make a helper suitable for him” (Genesis 2:18). Those who do not preach according to the Bible’s original meaning are like people using an ancient map to help someone find a destination: they become well-intentioned “misleaders” who do harm. Although misleaders do not intend to harm people, they still cannot escape responsibility. Believers who do not understand the Bible’s original meaning can ask their elders or consult English Bible versions (the King James Version, printed “KJ. Bible,” and The Interlinear Bible are more accurate). Only preachers filled with the Holy Spirit who can accurately proclaim God’s words will have the fruitfulness Peter had in preaching (Acts 10:44). May preachers all be like the scribe Ezra, spending more time studying and practicing God’s word (Ezra 7:10), and less time going online and placing deep trust in people’s esteemed opinions. By no means should they spend money ordering sermons, because what spiritual infants need is not commercially available artificial milk powder, but God-created mother’s milk supplied by spiritual shepherds.
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Be a New Creation
Because God’s way of saving people is to give them inner renewal through the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5), only believers who already have new life are people who have received salvation in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17). All who want to be saved must strive to fulfill their own responsibility, because this is the Creator’s will (Matthew 11:12). In the story of “the prodigal’s return home,” the prodigal became a “new son” whom his father could accept because he fulfilled the responsibilities of “going to see his father” and “confessing his sins to his father” (Luke 15:17, 22–24). In the father’s eyes, the prodigal’s etiquette and clothing when returning home were unimportant; what mattered was to be a new creation (Galatians 6:15). If all church members, like Lazarus, have the new life of resurrection, people today will surely also return and believe in Jesus because of them (John 12:9–11). If the church has too many members “of Simon’s sort” (Acts 8:13, 21), it is no wonder that Mr. Gandhi appreciated Christian teaching but did not admire the conduct of “Christians.” Because God’s will is that “everyone should repent” (2 Peter 3:9), all believers must repent and believe the gospel (Mark 1:15). Only after receiving the Holy Spirit God gives as a gift can they become the church’s true “members” (Acts 2:38–41). Only such members will spontaneously observe the Lord’s word, participate in believers’ fellowship and Communion gatherings, and pray continually (Acts 2:42). If both the preachers and believers in a church are already “new creations,” the preachers’ sermons will not amount to “discussing military tactics on paper,” and their exhortations will not be like “cooking an ox’s head in cold water”—ineffective and unresponsive. May all believers willing to be “new creations” strive to fulfill the following three responsibilities:
Fulfill the responsibility of entering into Christ
Because the relationship between believers and Christ resembles that between vine branches and the vine, believers must have an inner connection with the Lord in order to live out new life (John 15:5). The robber who believed in the Lord on the cross became a new creation only because he entered a personal relationship with the Lord (Luke 23:42–43). Under ordinary circumstances, believers who repent sincerely can receive the Holy Spirit as a gift through baptism (Acts 2:38). The Holy Spirit in believers’ hearts is the sign that they belong to Christ (Romans 8:9). The robber on the cross had a repentant heart (Luke 23:41), so although he had no opportunity to be baptized, he received eternal life in Christ through the Lord’s special permission (Romans 6:23). We can therefore see that all who repent sincerely can be accepted by the Lord. May believers who have not sincerely repented repent and believe in the Lord soon, because there is a time limit for people to believe and be saved (John 11:26). The Ethiopian eunuch had this wisdom and therefore decided to be baptized into Christ immediately (Acts 8:36–38). Receiving eternal life in Christ is God’s gift (Romans 6:23) and a human responsibility (John 10:27–28); all who exert themselves can receive it (Matthew 11:12).
Strive to be slaves of righteousness
Because a new creation is a person with the Holy Spirit in the heart (1 Samuel 10:6), every new person who has believed in the Lord will obey the Holy Spirit and practice righteousness (Romans 6:19). Those who want to become saints in God’s eyes must “offer themselves to righteousness as slaves” (Romans 6:19). They need not wait until after death for the church to declare them “saints” when someone receives healing through praying in their names. This religious tradition of canonizing saints does not accord with biblical teaching (John 15:16; 17:19). All willing to dedicate themselves as “slaves of righteousness” must, like Caleb, be willing to risk their lives to carry out God’s instructions rather than go with the crowd to cling to life (Numbers 14:8–10). Because believers live in a spiritual battle (Ephesians 6:12), they must be Christ’s good soldiers who do not fear suffering (2 Timothy 2:3) in order to become overcomers. All who wish to be the Lord’s good soldiers must be his slaves and not become entangled in worldly affairs (2 Timothy 2:4). Because Mary was willing to be “the Lord’s female slave,” she accepted the challenge of “conceiving by the Holy Spirit” (Luke 1:38). Although this challenge brought Mary many hardships (Matthew 1:19; John 19:25), it also brought her great joy and blessing (Luke 1:47–48). Saints willing to be servants of righteousness will encounter “the offense of the cross” (Galatians 5:11), but compared with the heavenly inheritance they will receive in the future (Acts 26:18), this is not worth concern (Romans 8:18). Believers’ being servants of righteousness is necessary, because it is the prerequisite for receiving salvation (Hebrews 10:38). The Lord waited until Zacchaeus had righteous deeds before declaring, “Salvation has come to this household” (Luke 19:8–9). We can therefore see that “willingness to be slaves of righteousness” is a sign that believers have become new creations.
Gladly act in accordance with the Holy Spirit
Because saved people are people the Lord has purchased (1 Corinthians 6:20), every new creation must, like Paul, have the awareness that “it is no longer I” (Galatians 2:20). Those with this awareness will gladly act in accordance with the Holy Spirit. Because Philip had this awareness, he followed the Spirit into the wilderness to bring the Ethiopian eunuch to faith in the Lord (Acts 8:26–27, 35–38). The three thousand whom Peter brought to the Lord also had this awareness, so they obeyed the Holy Spirit, practiced the apostles’ teaching, shared fellowship, broke bread, and prayed (Acts 2:42). Those willing to act in this way will have joyful lives like Mary’s (Luke 1:47). Those who take the opposite course will have sorrowful lives like the rich young man who did not heed the Lord (Mark 10:22). Believers should store Christ’s teaching abundantly in their hearts (Colossians 3:16), because the Lord’s words are spirit and life (John 6:63). “Carrying out the Lord’s words” and “obeying the Holy Spirit” are essentially the same. Because Saul carried out the Lord’s words, he received the Holy Spirit (Acts 9:6, 17); because Ananias had the Spirit in his heart, he carried out the Lord’s words (Acts 9:10, 17). Those who “have God’s word” and those who “obey the Holy Spirit” will alike “sing and make melody in their hearts to praise the Lord, and always give thanks to God in the Lord’s name” (Colossians 3:16–17; Ephesians 5:18–20). We can therefore see that all who wish to act in accordance with the Holy Spirit must store the Lord’s words richly within their hearts.
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Have a Good Testimony
Because the Greek for “testimony” (μαρτυς) also means “witness” (2 Timothy 2:2; Revelation 2:13), believers’ testimony displays their “character.” Those with good testimony can bring people to the Lord (John 12:11), whereas those with poor testimony damage the church’s reputation (Acts 8:13, 18–21). Therefore, all who preach for the Lord must have a good testimony. May believers take Barnabas as their teacher, because Barnabas was a good man who could bring many people to the Lord (Acts 11:24). In obeying the Holy Spirit’s guidance and doing what was right in God’s eyes, he paid no attention at all to people’s displeasure (Acts 9:26–27). Because Barnabas and Paul were both good preachers who “feared only offending God, not powerful authorities” (Galatians 1:10), the Holy Spirit chose them to become the first pair of missionaries in church history (Acts 13:2–3). Through their labor and cultivation, the Lord’s gospel has today spread to almost the whole world. May today’s preachers all have Barnabas’s and Paul’s good testimony, and not follow the bad examples of those who “say but do not do” (Matthew 23:3) and “have only the empty title of apostle” (John 12:6). Because God looks at people’s hearts (1 Samuel 16:7) and knows their thoughts (Matthew 9:4), those with poor testimony must, like Saul, be willing to “fall down” before the Lord (Acts 9:4) and reform thoroughly from former wrongs (1 Timothy 1:13–14), so that they become preachers with good testimony. Timothy was a preacher praised by the believers (Acts 16:2) and deeply loved by the apostle Paul (1 Timothy 1:2). Those who want, like Timothy, to please God and have a good testimony should learn from his following three good examples:
Make advancing the gospel one’s responsibility
What distinguished Timothy from others was that he made advancing the gospel his responsibility (Philippians 2:22). The purpose of “advancing the gospel” is to save people’s souls (Romans 1:16). Because preaching the gospel so that people believe in the Lord and are saved is God’s will (John 3:16) and the Lord’s command (Mark 16:15), all believers who love the Lord will make preaching the gospel their responsibility. After Dr. 宋尚節 was born again and saved, he followed Paul’s example and regarded preaching the gospel as his responsibility (1 Corinthians 9:10). He gave up an opportunity to return to China as a university professor and gladly returned to his hometown to preach. He consequently became a good preacher who could lead countless people to the Lord. Like Timothy, 宋尚節 had a conscience without shame (2 Timothy 2:15) and willing to suffer (2 Timothy 2:3). All the hardships they endured for the Lord were not in vain (1 Corinthians 15:58). May today’s preachers take Timothy and Dr. 宋尚節 as examples, proclaiming only teaching that accords with the Bible (2 Timothy 2:15), serving as examples to all believers (1 Timothy 4:12), daring to resist worldly trends (Philippians 2:21), and being willing to be good soldiers of the Lord Christ (2 Timothy 2:3).
Be of one mind with fellow workers in the Lord
Timothy labored with Paul (Philippians 2:22), becoming his most faithful fellow worker in the gospel. All who belong to the Lord must have good relationships with fellow workers in him in order to make the Lord’s church flourish. The early church’s believers had a testimony of being “of one mind,” and consequently their preaching bore the fruit of “favor with all the people” and “the addition of those being saved” (Acts 2:46–47). For this very reason, Paul rejoiced in the Philippian believers’ “unity of mind” (Philippians 1:4–5), but grieved over the Corinthian believers’ “taking one another to court” (1 Corinthians 6:5–8). Whether members in the Lord are of one mind not only affects the gospel’s fruitfulness but can also damage the church’s reputation. Because Paul saw this, he earnestly exhorted Euodia and Syntyche in the Philippian church to be of one mind in the Lord (Philippians 4:2). May believers all overcome the temptation to “struggle for power and gain,” because only “overcomers” will retain their names in the book of life (Revelation 3:5). May those who understand this be “willing to suffer loss” for the larger cause of the gospel when facing conflicts of interest (1 Corinthians 6:7). Those willing to do so can receive God’s blessing. When Abraham and his nephew Lot separated their households because of disputes between their servants, Lot, the younger man, actually chose the fertile Jordan plain, leaving the hill country to Abraham. Later, because of God’s judgment on Sodom, Lot still fled the good land he had chosen (Genesis 19:22). Abraham, however, became blessed in the land God gave him, with descendants as numerous as the stars of heaven and the sand of the sea (Genesis 22:17). We can therefore see that human calculations cannot match heaven’s calculations. Those who humbly yield to others will certainly enjoy greater future blessing than those who haggle with them.
Be willing to love those the Lord loves
Because Timothy knew that Paul was an apostle (Acts 9:15) loved by the Lord (Galatians 2:20), he loved Paul as a father (Philippians 2:22). Those with this disposition of “loving the house and even its crows”—extending love to those associated with the beloved—will love the people the Lord loves, because this is the “new commandment” the Lord gave his disciples (John 13:34). When Paul was imprisoned in Rome for the gospel, the members of Onesiphorus’s household, because they loved God, did not fear being implicated and searched all over Rome for Paul, showing their love for Paul whom God loved (2 Timothy 1:16–17). Those without this love do not sincerely love God (1 John 4:20). Like Alexander, such people will often persecute God’s servants (2 Timothy 4:14), becoming those who “disguise themselves as angels of light,” as Paul mentioned in his letter to the Corinthians (2 Corinthians 11:14–15). Their end is destruction (Philippians 3:18–19). May all who love the Lord’s servants understand the true meaning of “love” (αγαπη). May their “love” be not only on the tongue but in action and truth (1 John 3:18). May they love God’s servants as Paul loved Onesimus, thinking of the other person’s benefit and willingly interceding for him (Philemon 1:9–10, 17). Believers’ concern and intercession for God’s servants embody the true meaning of God’s love more than sweet words or small favors do (1 Corinthians 10:24).
Part Four: Have Good Preachers
Receive the Lord’s True Transmission
Receive the Lord’s True Teaching
Because the Greek for “disciple” (μαθητης) also means “student” (Matthew 10:24), the Lord’s “disciples” are his “students.” In Chinese culture, another form of “student” is an “apprentice.” Every “apprentice” must receive the “master’s” true teaching in order to have genuine ability. Because Sun Bin received the true teaching of military strategy from his uncle Sun Wu, he was invincible in battle in his time and is also highly regarded today at the United States Military Academy at West Point. In the American campaign to rescue Kuwait, the United States defeated Iraq’s great army using the tactic of “feinting in the east and attacking in the west” from The Art of War. If those who are the Lord’s disciples today are willing to be taught before him and receive his true teaching, they can, like Peter, catch people as they would fish (Luke 5:10). Those who receive the Lord’s true teaching will surely prevail through his working with them (Mark 16:20), whereas those without it will fail because they lack the Lord’s backing (Acts 19:13–16). Believers who understand this will not speak their own words without the Lord’s calling; rather, like the disciples sent to fetch the colt, they will carry out his commission and speak the words he has taught (Matthew 19:32–34). Those who want to receive the Lord’s true teaching must surrender to Christ as Paul did (Acts 9:4), study the Scriptures as Ezra did (Ezra 7:10), and also have an unashamed heart like Timothy’s (2 Timothy 2:15). Those who do not do so remain spiritual “outsiders” even if they have a Doctor of Philosophy degree from a prestigious university. All who do not want to be such “outsiders” must humbly receive the following three true teachings of the Lord:
One must receive the Holy Spirit’s power
Receiving the Holy Spirit’s power was the Lord’s instruction to his disciples before his ascension (Luke 24:49). Whether a preacher truly has the Holy Spirit’s power is shown not by “shouting and jumping” or “streaming tears and mucus,” but by hearers’ “feeling pierced to the heart” and “willingness to repent” (Acts 2:37–38). What pierces hearers’ hearts is not a preacher’s “jokes” or “eloquence” in fundraising, but the Holy Spirit’s “working alongside.” Because a person’s ability to believe in the Lord comes from the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:3), preachers must have the Spirit’s power in order to bring people to faith. Preachers without power to bring people to the Lord will be too embarrassed to dare invite people to believe, making it difficult for anyone in the church to come to faith. Over time, the church gradually becomes a religious institution. This was the church’s condition before Martin Luther’s Reformation, and it is also why, in American churches today, a homosexual person could actually be appointed as a denomination’s presiding bishop. If responsibility is investigated, the church’s preachers cannot escape blame. Preachers’ lack of the Holy Spirit’s power is also related to the quality of seminaries. If those running seminaries lack God’s calling, have few good spiritual teachers and few dedicated students, the people they train will naturally cause the Lord’s church to deteriorate day by day. May all preachers be filled with the Holy Spirit so that the believers in the church also all receive the Spirit God gives.
Bear witness to Jesus’ resurrection
“Bearing witness to Jesus’ resurrection” was the risen Jesus’ instruction to the disciples who had already seen him risen (Acts 1:8). The purpose of bearing witness to the Lord’s resurrection is to prove that Jesus is the “Son of God” who can overcome death (Romans 1:4). For those inquiring into the faith, the objective fact of Jesus’ resurrection is very important, because it is the “trustworthy evidence” by which a person can believe that Jesus is the Christ (Acts 17:31). With the fact of the resurrection of “Jesus of Nazareth” (John 1:46–47), all who wish to receive eternal life (John 3:16) can confidently believe that Jesus is the Christ. From then on, believers need pay no attention to people named Jesus who have no resurrection power, nor will they be deceived by other “religious founders” in the world. None of them has the ability to overcome death; like a clay bodhisattva “unable to preserve itself while crossing a stream,” they are unqualified to be a “compassionate vessel across the sea of death” for the world’s people. In bearing witness to Jesus’ resurrection, preachers should persuade people through reason, because the accounts of Jesus’ resurrection are historical facts. In Paul’s “First Corinthians,” it is recorded that Jesus “later appeared at one time to more than five hundred brothers, most of whom are still here now” (1 Corinthians 15:6). This historical document shows that there were eyewitnesses to Jesus’ resurrection. Because those eyewitnesses were still alive when the document was written, the people of that time accepted it. Readers today cannot believe only in Confucius, the teacher of all generations in the “Four Books,” while refusing to believe in Jesus, the risen Savior in “First Corinthians.” Those with the prejudice of a double standard lack scholarly discipline. Because God reasons with people (Jonah 4:9), all preachers belonging to him must make it their responsibility to “explain the reason that Jesus is God’s Son.”
Proclaim the teaching of repentance and forgiveness of sins
Because Christ came into the world to die for sinners so that believers could receive eternal life through forgiveness of sins, the Lord’s “message of repentance and forgiveness of sins” is the “news of great joy” that all people in the world must hear (Luke 2:10). All willing to proclaim this message have God with them (Mark 16:20). Because Peter was willing to proclaim it, he brought three thousand people to the Lord (Acts 2:38–41). In proclaiming repentance and forgiveness of sins, preachers should explain the three original-language definitions of sin: “rebellion,” “missing the target (of glorifying God),” and “deceit” (Psalm 32:1–2). King David confessed his sins to God according to these three definitions and only then had his sins forgiven (Psalm 32:5). Because the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23), all loving preachers will follow the Lord’s instructions and proclaim repentance and forgiveness of sins (Luke 24:47). Only such people are the Lord’s true disciples (Luke 6:46). May preachers all be willing to do God’s will, because service that does not accord with his will is futile (Matthew 7:21–23). May all preachers who do not proclaim “repentance and forgiveness of sins” be willing to surrender to the Lord as Paul did (Acts 9:4). Those willing to submit to the Lord can, like Peter, have the Holy Spirit’s power and proclaim the Lord’s resurrection and repentance and forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:4, 24, 38). Those with eloquence can only attract people coveting small benefits; only those who receive the Lord’s true teaching can make all nations the Lord’s disciples (Matthew 28:19).
Translation note
The apparent missing verb in the ambassador analogy is marked at its location; other contextually clear typographical slips do not add new content. Printed references including Acts 26:19, Matthew 11:28, 1 Corinthians 9:10, Matthew 19:32–34, and 1 Corinthians 2:3 remain unchanged. Greek and Hebrew strings and the original English labels ambassador, pres. imper., KJ. Bible, and The Interlinear Bible are retained. The author’s historical assertions, theological judgments, and criticism of denominational practice are translated as stated. The cold-water/ox-head and house/crow idioms are briefly explained while retaining their images.
Afterword
Afterword
A saying goes, “A woman adorns herself for the one who delights in her.” By this principle, this book is written for those who love the Lord. Because all who love the Lord will surely, like Mary, choose to hear his word (Luke 10:39), I have emphasized explaining the meaning of the Bible in its original languages in writing this book. Because the Lord liked to use parables to explain truth (Matthew 13:10–11), I chose the poetic line “Ten thousand purples and a thousand reds are all spring” to express this book’s “thesis”: if preachers receive the blowing of the wind of the Spirit, they can cause the church to flourish like flowers in ten thousand purples and a thousand reds. I have used a concise style to discuss church growth from four perspectives:
Chapter One discusses the quality and quantity of church growth. Because the “ten thousand purples and a thousand reds” in Zhu Xi’s verse refer to “real flowers,” not “plastic flowers,” the “ten thousand purples and a thousand reds” I discuss today naturally mean growth in “true believers,” not an increase in “attendees.” Such true believers must be people willing to repent sincerely and to be the Lord’s slaves. Those without this inner substance are “plastic-flower-type” believers.
Chapter Two discusses the importance of believers’ rebirth. The substance of believers’ rebirth is receiving “the Holy Spirit as a gift” (Acts 2:38). All who want to receive the Holy Spirit must obey God (Acts 5:32). My comparison of the Holy Spirit to a spiritual wind accords with the Bible, because the Greek πνευμα for “Holy Spirit” means “wind” (John 3:8). Because God shows no partiality (Acts 10:34), all who obey him can receive the Holy Spirit. Those who receive the Spirit can belong to Christ (Romans 8:9) and bring people to the Lord (Acts 11:24). All believers and churches with the Holy Spirit (the spring wind) working alongside them will surely flourish. Their work will surely reach the state described by the poets of old: “Nowhere in the spring city are flowers not flying” (Han Hong of the Tang dynasty), and “A garden full of spring’s beauty cannot be shut in” (Ye Shaoweng of the Song dynasty).
Chapter Three discusses the key to proclaiming the Lord’s true word. Because only the Lord’s words are “pure seed” (1 Peter 1:23), while worldly wisdom (1 Corinthians 1:22) is “tares’ seed” (Matthew 13:25), all preachers who want a “spiritual harvest” should proclaim the true word. Those willing to proclaim the true word must proclaim the Lord’s instructions (Luke 24:47). Only those willing to do so will see the fruitfulness of “planting one grain of millet in spring and harvesting ten thousand seeds in autumn” (Li Shen of the Tang dynasty).
Chapter Four discusses the quality of good preachers. A preacher resembles a restaurant’s chef: the quality of his “culinary skill” will certainly affect the flourishing of the “spiritual restaurant.” Only the message preached by a good preacher can bring people to the Lord (Acts 2:37, 41). Those who want this ability must receive the Holy Spirit (Luke 24:49). If the Holy Spirit can be compared to the spring wind, preachers should heed the counsel of the Song-dynasty writer Wang Guan: “If you reach the south of the Yangtze in time for spring, by all means stay with spring.”
Spring’s “ten thousand purples and a thousand reds” come from God’s hand. The church’s spiritual growth is truly God’s work. Those who understand this will surely be willing to be the Lord’s hands and devote themselves exclusively to God’s work.
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