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Foreword by Samuel Y. C. Tang
Foreword by Samuel Y. C. Tang
The Rationality of Missions is a work Pastor David Tsang crafted with care, and it also draws on his own experience. Pastor Tsang feels deeply the great responsibility of preaching the gospel, and has given himself to that work attentively for many years; many of his insights are born of experience and are highly practical. It deserves to be called a handbook for the evangelist, and that is a thing to be glad about and to congratulate.
What this book sets out matches its title particularly well. The Rationality of Missions has eight rationales, beginning from the qualifications of the evangelist and laying still more stress on the honourable content of the gospel — besides the spiritual truth that matters most, there is much good sense here too. The seventh rationale, “Judging Matters by the Word,” is especially penetrating: the ideal and the practical are given equal weight, and the spiritual and the human factors develop in balance, so that no one need fear attending to one thing at the cost of another, or mentioning one point while overlooking countless others. Whoever reads it closely is bound to be much helped. The eighth rationale, “Bearing Much Fruit,” has the fullness of the individual life, the fitting together of a team, and above all the Holy Spirit working alongside; it is truly the central message of this book, and the reader must attend to it carefully.
This book, subtitled a handbook for the evangelist, is truly a book for every believer to hold and keep constantly at hand. The author also has a series of studies on preaching: The Blazing Torch, Making Disciples of Nations, and The Secrets of True Words. Studied together they will profit the reader still more. Read this book first quickly, at one stretch; then, having grasped its shape, read it closely; and thereafter select passages to read again from time to time — that is surely what the author hopes for. Reading quickly, reading closely, and reading selectively are recommendations worth giving the reader. I pray the Lord will use this book so that many may receive the gospel.
Samuel Y. C. Tang
Written beside the Golden Gate Bridge, San Francisco, USA
New Year, 2006
The Author’s Preface
The Author’s Preface
A person’s life in this world must reason, because God reasons. When the prophet Jonah was angry in his day because God appointed a worm to wither the gourd that shaded him, God said to Jonah: “Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd?” (Jonah 4:9) We can see that our God is a God who persuades by reason. It is only that God’s reason is of a higher order and is often misunderstood by people. What Jonah counted reasonable did not accord with God’s reason. Sometimes people will not listen to reason at all, which is why there is the saying, “when a scholar meets a soldier, he cannot argue his case.”
In fact to count every soldier unreasonable is the error of “beating a whole boatload with one pole,” for whoever has an upright conscience will obey the truth. The national hero Wen Tianxiang was a “soldier” who had uprightness. He accepted the reasoning of loyal love for his country, and so could say: “Who lives in this world without dying? Let me leave a loyal heart to shine in the annals of history.” If no one in this world reasoned, then Scripture would not use the phrase “which is your reasonable service.” (Rom. 12:1)
There are two possible reasons a soldier will not listen to reason: the first is that the soldier’s conscience is not good; the second is that what the scholar argues lacks force to persuade. If the soldier does not listen because of the second, then the scholar’s attainment is wanting and he must seek to grow, so as to know people and understand reason. In fact a Christian’s preaching the gospel to others is the same: rather than blame others, be strict with yourself; rather than curse the darkness, turn on the light.
Today some hold that in preaching the gospel one need only speak of love and need not make the reasoning clear; that view does not accord with the teaching of Scripture, for Scripture says: “Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection.” (Heb. 6:1) Love that does not understand reason is a muddled love, and not the love of God, for God’s love “rejoiceth in the truth.” (1 Cor. 13:6) It is a great pity that many young people today who speak only of love and not of reason have sunk deep into heretical sects and cannot pull themselves out.
To help Christians know the gospel and preach it more effectively, the writer wishes to set before the reader what he has received from the Lord over many years, offering these modest thoughts in the hope of drawing out wiser insights, and to seek that the glory return to the Lord’s name.
This book has had the good fortune of a foreword by Dr Samuel Y. C. Tang. Dr Tang’s scholarly discipline, spiritual insight and experience of life are the credit behind what he says. May the Lord repay him for his care and his labour for the work of missions. This book has also had the good fortune of the painstaking proofreading of Mrs Hing Yue Tsang (曾馮慶兒) and of Sister 王元芝, and the warm support of Brother Kan and his wife, and of Sister Lam, Sister Law and Sister Liu. May the Lord repay them richly.
I. The Rationale of Bringing People to the Lord
A. Believe That God Exists
Coming to knowledge is like climbing a staircase: it goes step by step. In the writer’s experience, whoever comes to believe in the Lord must pass these five steps:
Believe that God exists
The God spoken of here means the Creator of the universe. This accords with the sense in which the ancient Chinese formed the character 神. By the explanation in the Zhongzheng Comprehensive Dictionary, the character 神 is formed of 示 and 申. 示 is 二 with 小 beneath it. 二 stands for heaven; 小 stands for the sun, moon and stars beneath heaven. Its sense is: heaven hangs down the sun, moon and stars, so that people may look and know heaven’s will. The oracle-bone form of 申 is shaped like a flash of lightning (here the manuscript has a hand-drawn figure). God is the beginning of all things, hence the 示; and He is unfathomable and irresistible as lightning, hence the 申.
Since we are discussing the one the Chinese call the “Primeval Lord of Heaven” or the Greeks “The First Mover,” we should accept God’s revelation of Himself, for the created have no power to understand or investigate the Creator. A person going out to find God, or to make one, will only reach mistaken conclusions or produce a host of harmful ghosts and monsters.
By God’s revelation in Romans 1:19–20, a person may know that God exists by two routes:
God shows His existence to a person directly within his heart. (Rom. 1:19) We all know that a plant has no eyes and yet turns toward the light. Since a plant turns toward the light, it has the power to perceive that light exists. God is light (John 1:9), and in creating man He put a power of perceiving light into his heart.
Whoever has a sound conscience can know directly that God exists. When the writer was pastoring in Washington, D.C., I met a Brother Cheung who had come from Beijing. He had no Christian background and yet knew that God exists. I once asked him how he knew. His answer was: “I just know.” God gives the power of logical thought, so that a person may reason out the conclusion that God exists from the things God has made. (Rom. 1:20) A person can see a watch and reason that a watchmaker exists. In the same way a person can see living things and reason that a Creator exists. Whoever does not believe this is likely a person of unsound mind who lacks logical thought. Scripture says such unbelievers are those in whom “the god of this world hath blinded the minds,” (2 Cor. 4:4) and so they look and do not see. Of course there are also those who can see and pretend not to know, until disaster comes upon them and they cannot help blurting out to heaven: “My God!” Qu Yuan pierced to the truth of a person in a single phrase. He said: “When a man is at the end of himself he turns back to his root.” The Lord Jesus said: “Blessed are the poor in spirit.” (Matt. 5:3) The original sense of “poor in spirit” means those who know their own poverty in spiritual things. When a person has no power to overcome his straits he will cry to “Old Man Heaven,” to God. When a person thinks himself beyond compare he will feel that “struggling against Heaven is endless joy.” Blessed are those who can see their own nothingness, for by turning to God they become citizens of the kingdom of heaven.
The frame of mind of unbelievers who demand that God’s origin be made clear before they will believe He exists is illogical. Could a reader deny the writer’s existence merely because he does not know the writer’s birthplace, time of birth and parents’ names? The writer’s existence and how the writer came to be are two entirely different matters. The first belongs to objective reality; the second is a matter of revealed information. Were it not for God’s revelation, a person could not know God’s origin. Through the revelation of Scripture we know that the name of this Creator God is Jehovah (YHWH). (Gen. 2:4) That name in Hebrew is formed from the past and future tenses of the Hebrew verb “to be,” and so God calls Himself “I AM THAT I AM.” (Exod. 3:14) God has not revealed anything about His own origin because it has nothing to do with salvation; it belongs among the deep things a person need not know.
I. The Rationale of Bringing People to the Lord
B. Believe That Jesus Is the Son of God
Many in the world today believe that God exists but do not know which one is the supreme true God. Because people’s decisions in choosing a god differ, many different religions have arisen. How to tell the one Creator apart from the many religious founders is a very important question. By the revelation of Scripture, Jesus used the fact of rising from the dead to prove that He is the Son of God. (Rom. 1:4) Every person must die. Wen Tianxiang’s poem at his execution says: “Since ancient times, who has not died?” If someone can rise from the dead, then that person is certainly no ordinary man. This test of resurrection compels every other religious founder to admit he does not measure up. Jesus’ resurrection lets people see what sets Him apart: Jesus can pass through the river of death and come and go freely, while the other founders are like the clay bodhisattva crossing the river — unable even to save themselves.
How then can a person know whether Jesus truly rose from the dead? Below are two things whoever would verify Jesus’ resurrection should do:
1. Accept a reliable historical record.
The credibility of a historical record has to do with the credit of the historian and with the fidelity with which his material has been handed down. Educated people today can accept the material in the Records of the Grand Historian because of the credit of the historian Sima Qian. Sima Qian was punished by Emperor Wu of Han with castration for defending the history that General Li Ling had not truly surrendered to the Xiongnu. Such a historian’s credit is high; and since the imperial court through the ages preserved historical documents with great care, his material is reliable and credible. If someone today will not believe historical documents, then he has no need to go to school, for what is in the textbooks is only the inheritance of knowledge left by those before us. Anyone with that frame of mind would find it hard to know his own true age, for what is on a birth certificate is likewise only a historical record.
The fact of Jesus’ resurrection is a historical record. In Paul’s letter to the church at Corinth there is this record: “Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: and that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: after that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep.” (1 Cor. 15:3–6) Today there are at least two billion people in the world who believe in Jesus. The reasons so many accept the reliability of that historical record are these:
a) Because after His resurrection Jesus appeared to five hundred people, the historical event is reliable.
b) Because when the letter recording Jesus’ resurrection was circulating, most of the eyewitnesses who had seen the risen Jesus were still living and could be consulted, the truth of that letter’s record of the resurrection was accepted by its readers at the time.
c) The letter to the Corinthians, verified by its readers at the time and carefully preserved and handed down by those who came after, is credible.
If people today can believe the record in the Four Books that Confucius said “I have prayed for a long time,” then they should equally be able to believe Paul’s record in Corinthians that “Jesus has risen.” If a person can accept the fact that Confucius once prayed, that person can equally accept the fact that Jesus once rose from the dead. Otherwise he is open to the charge of a double standard.
2. Experience the risen Jesus.
Before the apostle Paul believed in Jesus’ resurrection he was called Saul, a Jew who persecuted the church. He experienced the risen Jesus himself, submitted to Him, and became the Lord’s apostle. Paul had received a higher education and, like the great scientist Newton, was certainly not a man easily deceived. People today can follow Paul’s example and, with a heart that is single (Jer. 29:13) and obedient (Acts 5:32), experience Jesus, and so be sure that Jesus has indeed risen from the dead.
I. The Rationale of Bringing People to the Lord
C. Know That a Person Must Answer to God
Since a person is created, he must be under God’s rule. Whoever is under God’s rule must answer to God. God created man that man might glorify Him. (Isa. 43:7) Because no one has lived for God’s glory, Scripture says: “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” (Rom. 3:23) The Chinese standard of sin is the four “nots”: look not on what is contrary to propriety, speak not what is contrary to propriety, listen not to what is contrary to propriety, and move not in what is contrary to propriety. God’s standard of sin is higher than the Chinese one. Scripture says: “Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile.” (Ps. 32:1–2) Because Chinese has too few single characters for sin, the Chinese Bible could not here bring out the full original sense of the Hebrew for “sin.” By the original Hebrew, “sin” has these three senses:
1. Rebellion against God.
The Hebrew word behind “transgression” in Psalm 32:1 is rendered in the Chinese Bible at 2 Kings 1:1 as “rebel.” We can see that the original scriptural sense of “transgression” is that a person has rebelled against God. The Chinese character 過 carries only the sense of a fault. A fault is merely an unintended error, while rebellion is a deliberate revolt. Whoever claims to do nothing wrong and yet does not heed God is still a sinner in God’s eyes.
2. Missing God’s target.
The Hebrew word behind “sin” in Psalm 32:1 is rendered in the Chinese Bible at Judges 20:16 as “not miss.” By the context of that passage, “not miss” means “not miss the centre of the target.” We can see that the original sense of “sin” is “missing the target,” and not the four “nots.” By the revelation of Scripture, glorifying God is God’s purpose in making man (Isa. 43:7); so whoever’s purpose in life is not to glorify God is a sinner in God’s eyes.
3. Sinning knowingly.
The Hebrew word behind “iniquity” in Psalm 32:2 is rendered in the Chinese Bible at Genesis 4:13 as “punishment.” That passage refers to the punishment of an uneasy conscience and adverse circumstances that Cain bore after murdering Abel. We can see that whoever offends against his conscience and goes his own way is a sinner in God’s eyes.
Scripture says: “The wages of sin is death.” (Rom. 6:23) Because all the world has sinned, death has come upon everyone in it. (Rom. 5:12) By a doctor’s definition, death is the heart ceasing to beat and the brain waves ceasing. By God’s definition, death has these three stages:
1. God departs from a person, and the person is a “dead man.”
Scripture says that before Christians had the Spirit of God dwelling in their hearts they were “dead in trespasses and sins.” (Eph. 2:1) The Lord Jesus counted the funeral workers who had not believed in Him “dead men,” and so He said: “Let the dead bury their dead.” (Luke 9:60)
2. The soul departs from the body, and the person is a corpse.
Scripture likens a person’s body to a “tent” and a “house.” (2 Cor. 5:2) The Chinese notion is that a person’s death is like “a lamp going out”; Scripture’s notion is that a person’s death is like “a tent being folded up.”
3. God departs from a person for ever, and the person is a soul dead in fire.
Scripture says: “They that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” (John 5:29) It also says: “The lake of fire is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” (Rev. 20:14–15) The people of this world will one day stand before the great white throne to receive the Creator’s judgment. (Rev. 20:11–12) So blessed is whoever knows he must answer to God, for he will be willing to receive the Lord’s salvation, “laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.” (1 Tim. 6:19)
I. The Rationale of Bringing People to the Lord
D. Know the Benefit of the Prodigal’s Coming Home
Scripture has the story of the prodigal son coming home. (Luke 15:11–32) In truth that story should be called the story of the father receiving the prodigal, for the leading figure in it is the father (Luke 15:11), and it is a parable the Lord Jesus told to show how the heavenly Father loves sinners. The father in the parable stands for the heavenly Father, the prodigal stands for the sinner, and the prodigal’s brother stands for those in God’s house who do not care about the lost souls of the world. The prodigal, like the people of this world, liked only the enjoyments of the flesh and did not like hardship. In the end the good times did not last, and in the famine the prodigal nearly starved to death. Just as Qu Yuan said, “When a man is at the end of himself he turns back to his root,” the prodigal at last remembered the loving father at home who loved him. To stay alive, he made the choice to go home.
After the prodigal came home he received these two benefits:
1. Peace and life.
Because he confessed his fault to his father and received his father’s forgiveness, the prodigal’s heart was full of peace. From then on he no longer had to fear the danger of starving to death in the famine. He counted himself glad that he had obeyed the prompting in his heart and made the decision to go home; otherwise he could not have enjoyed the peace and the life he now had. In fact the prompting in the prodigal’s heart came from the Spirit of God. Scripture says: “For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.” (Rom. 8:6)
2. Provision and meaning
After the prodigal came home the father was overjoyed to have his son back. For this the father did not grudge killing the fatted calf and holding a great feast. The cost of the feast was of course paid entirely by the father. At the feast the prodigal wore a gold ring on his hand, the best robe on his body and brand-name shoes on his feet — a splendid sight. In fact there is a deeper spiritual sense here:
a) The robe stands for the new life of Christ. A believer baptized into Christ has put on Christ. (Gal. 3:27)
b) The ring stands for the Holy Spirit. A ring is a seal and an earnest money, which is why a wedding has the exchanging of rings. Scripture says: “This Holy Spirit is the pledge of our inheritance (the original word is “pledge,” Guarantee).” (Eph. 1:14)
c) The shoes stand for the duty of preaching the gospel. Scripture says: “And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace.” (Eph. 6:15) At the feast the prodigal not only had the pleasure of good food, but had the new life of being received by his father; he also wore the ring that stood for the right to inherit the estate, and he had the honour of making his father’s kindness known. How great a change is this! What more could such a life ask for?
The prodigal’s coming home stands for the sinner returning to the heavenly Father’s house. The church is the house of God. (1 Tim. 3:15) The prodigal could come home and be blessed because he was willing to take these several actions:
a) He came to himself. Coming to oneself is a person’s response to the light God gives him. God gives people the right of free choice. The prodigal chose the decision to go home for his own good.
b) He humbly confessed his sin. Because hardship had broken the prodigal’s pride, he was willing to admit his own wrong before his father.
c) He obeyed his father. After the prodigal came home he did whatever his father said. Whatever his father told him to do, he did. Though his elder brother’s attitude was bad, he did not answer a scolding with a scolding.
d) He wandered no more. The prodigal came home in earnest. He was not a hypocrite who “came for the bread,” but a good son who repented from the heart.
What the prodigal enjoyed at the feast of celebration stands only for the good things of this present life that a person receives on returning to the heavenly Father’s house. What the prodigal afterwards enjoyed over the long years in his father’s house stands for the eternal blessedness that everyone born again and saved will receive in the heavenly home. Scripture says: “But godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.” (1 Tim. 4:8)
I. The Rationale of Bringing People to the Lord
E. Be Willing to Receive Jesus Christ as Lord
Scripture says: “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.” (John 1:12) To receive Jesus as Lord is to believe in Jesus as Lord. Faith is not a single act but a process of growth. A person cannot be saved by his own righteousness, but only by God’s righteousness (Eph. 2:8–9), and that righteousness of God is “from faith to faith.” (Rom. 1:17) The growth of faith takes in these three stages:
1. Believing that there is a God.
Scripture says: “Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.” (James 2:19) Such faith, which is knowledge in the head only, is not a saving faith.
2. Seeking God for the bread.
When the Lord Jesus was in the world He said to the Jews: “Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled.” (John 6:26) We can see that not a few people in the world go seeking Jesus for the needs of the body and not for the saving of the soul. Such a person counts gain above God, and in certain circumstances will sell his Lord for his own advancement. Judas’ fall is one good example. Such faith is likewise not a saving faith.
3. Following the Lord for eternal life.
When the Lord Jesus was in the world some disciples who had come for the bread drew back and would not follow Him. The Lord Jesus asked the twelve disciples: “Will ye also go away?” Peter answered and said: “Lord, thou hast the words of eternal life; to whom shall we go?” (John 6:68) Scripture says: “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” (John 3:36) Believing in Jesus and receiving eternal life are joined together. Only the faith of one who counts eternal life more important than gain is a saving faith.
Whoever has a saving faith is willing to receive Jesus Christ as the Lord of his own life. Whoever has no saving faith treats Jesus only as a helper in time of trouble. Such a person’s relation to the Lord Jesus is merely a “business” relation, and praying to the Lord is no more than the old saying that one does not climb the temple steps unless one wants something. Because such a believer is unwilling to obey God, he is a person without the Holy Spirit; for God gives the Holy Spirit only to those who obey Him. (Acts 5:32) From John Wesley’s journal we know that Wesley received the Holy Spirit at a quarter to nine on the evening of 24 May 1738. At the time he was attending a prayer meeting. When he heard someone reading Martin Luther’s commentary on Romans on the doctrine of justification by faith, he decided to surrender to God. At that moment he felt a warm stream pour into his heart. Before that he had already been a missionary who went to North America to save the souls of the Indians!  We can see that our God deals with everyone alike.
Even a missionary must first submit to God before he will receive the Holy Spirit that God gives.
A person moved by the Holy Spirit does not necessarily possess the Holy Spirit, just as a person test-driving a car at a dealership does not thereby own the car. To have “received the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38) requires obeying God. That obedience shows itself in being willing to believe that Jesus is the Christ, willing to repent from the heart, and willing to be baptized to the Lord. (Acts 2:36–38) Whoever has not obeyed God does not have the Holy Spirit that God gives in his heart. Whoever does not have the Holy Spirit is not the Lord’s. (Rom. 8:9) Whoever is not the Lord’s and yet prays to the Lord with his mouth cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. 7:21) All the work such a nominal Christian does in this world is likewise wasted. (Matt. 7:22–23) In summary: the above are the five stages a person of this world must pass through to believe in the Lord and be saved — believing that God exists (believing there is a Creator of the universe), believing that Jesus is the Son of God (believing that Jesus is the true God), knowing that a person must answer to God (knowing one’s own problem of sin and death), knowing the benefit of the prodigal’s coming home (knowing the blessing one receives on believing in the Lord), and being willing to receive Jesus Christ as Lord (being willing to surrender oneself to God). This is the reasoning God would have the preacher preach and the people of this world know.
II. The Rationale of Giving Oneself to Serve the Lord
A. Living for the Lord
The Rationale of Giving Oneself to Serve the Lord
Scripture says that God made Jesus “the firstborn among many brethren” (Rom. 8:29), so a Christian may be called the “younger brother” of the Lord Jesus. But Scripture also says that God highly exalted Jesus, so that “every tongue should confess that Jesus is Lord.” Therefore a Christian should count himself the servant of Jesus. James, the Lord’s brother after the flesh, is our good example. After he believed he called himself the “servant” (the original word means slave) of the Lord Jesus Christ. (James 1:1) If whoever believes in the Lord is the Lord’s slave, then a Christian ought to give himself to serve the Lord. A person’s believing in the Lord is turning “from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God” (Acts 26:18), and from then on he is “not his own.” (1 Cor. 6:19)
So Paul urged Christians in the Lord’s name to present themselves, for this is “reasonable.” (Rom. 12:1) The Lord Jesus once promised those who give themselves to serve the Lord: “If any man serve me, him will my Father honour.” (John 12:26) Whoever gives himself to serve the Lord must serve God according to the Lord’s call and the gift he has received. Below are several points of reasoning that whoever gives himself to serve the Lord must understand:
Living for the Lord
Another name for “living for the Lord” is “serving while holding a job.” Since a Christian is a person who has turned to God, and the purpose of turning to God is “to serve the living and true God” (1 Thess. 1:9), we say that a Christian lives in order to serve God. If he is not living in the world in order to serve God, then that Christian does not believe the words of Scripture, for Scripture says that a Christian’s being with the Lord in heaven is “far better.” (Phil. 1:23) A Christian who does not live for the Lord is either a person who does not truly believe Scripture, or a person who “believes one thing and does another.” When a non-Christian asks, “Since you Christians believe heaven is so good, why do you still hang about here and not go?”, the Christian who lives for the Lord can answer with a clear conscience: “We are still alive in this world in order to preach the gospel for the Lord to all peoples.”
The sense of “serving while holding a job” is that a Christian in this world works at a trade on the one hand and on the other takes part with all his heart in serving the Lord. A “trade” ought to be the support and the setting for a Christian’s “serving the Lord.” Scripture records the good example of Aquila and Priscilla, a married couple serving while holding a job. (Acts 18:1–3) That couple’s trade was tent-making. They shared a trade and a house with Paul. They expounded the doctrine of the baptism of Christ to Apollos (Acts 18:26), and they joined Paul’s short-term mission team, and were left by Paul at Ephesus to help the church there. (Acts 18:19) From this we can see that after a person believes in the Lord he ought to live for the Lord. Before believing, a trade is for making a living. After believing, a trade is for supporting the holy work of the Lord. Serving while holding a job does not mean the more zealous lay believers, but all those born again who have truly turned to the Lord and have not been called to serve the Lord full time. Of course whoever serves while holding a job also does his own trade for the Lord; but such people are not priests serving full time in the temple, though they do have a priestly function. (1 Pet. 2:9: the priestly function — Priesthood — is rendered “priest” in the Chinese versions of Scripture, which does not accord with the original sense of the Greek Scripture.) The priestly function is to offer up to God the sacrifice of praise, of doing good and of giving. (Heb. 13:15–16) Whoever serves while holding a job is not a priest of the New Testament, for in the New Testament age only the Lord Jesus is the high priest ruling the house of God. (Heb. 10:21) Scripture says: “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers.” (Eph. 4:11) We can see that God has not set up the office of priest in the church; and besides, that everyone should be a priest does not stand to reason. If everyone were a priest, would this not become a case of “Every one is chief, no Indian”? The duty of the priest in the Old Testament was to offer sacrifice to God for the people (Lev. 2:1–2); the duty of the priesthood (Priesthood) in the New Testament is to offer up spiritual sacrifices before God. (1 Pet. 2:5) A Christian who lives for the Lord (2 Cor. 5:14–15) should faithfully and dutifully offer up spiritual sacrifices before God (Heb. 13:15–16), and should not, in serving, exalt himself and make trouble for those holy servants who have God’s call, as Miriam made trouble for Moses (Num. 12:1–2); for such “muddled” service is not only labour spent for nothing, but will also bring calamity. (1 Sam. 13:13–14)
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B. Full-Time Consecration
Full-time consecration means that God calls some who have a burden to come out and do the holy work of preaching the gospel full time. Such a call comes from God’s own invitation and not from a person recommending himself. Samuel and his two children, Joel and Abiah, are good examples of two different kinds of full-time service. Samuel had God’s call and so had God’s presence. (1 Sam. 3:19) Joel and Abiah had no call from God. Their being judges (1 Sam. 8:1) came of a human arrangement, and so they had not God’s presence. (1 Sam. 8:3–7) Whoever has God’s call and comes out to serve the Lord full time has these three marks:
1. A burden to save souls and a vision for preaching the gospel.
When Paul accepted the Lord’s call he knew the Lord wanted him to preach the gospel to the Gentiles (Acts 9:15), and so all his life he never forgot the vision of spreading the gospel throughout the Gentile world. (Acts 26:19–20) Because he had the Lord’s trust committed to him (1 Cor. 9:17), he could by the Lord’s grace endure much persecution and hardship. (2 Cor. 11:23–28) Hardship can not only sift out those God has not chosen, but can also raise the quality of those God has chosen, so that afterwards they can comfort those who are in hardship. (2 Cor. 1:4) Whoever has no call from the Lord has no burden for preaching the gospel, and is unwilling to suffer for the gospel. To cut down trouble for himself he is indifferent to lost souls. To avoid being persecuted he pleases people in everything and does not please the Lord. Such a person is not one consecrated full time, but no more than a full-time religious functionary.
2. The anointing of the Holy Spirit and the power to bring people to the Lord.
God’s purpose in choosing a person to come out and serve full time is the proclaiming of God’s word. Because God’s word is spirit and is life (John 6:63), it is very hard to preach God’s word without the Holy Spirit. Whoever is without the anointing of the Holy Spirit does not understand God’s word, and so has no way to preach the spirit of God’s word. Since it is only the “spirit” that makes a person alive (2 Cor. 3:6), a religious functionary without the Holy Spirit’s anointing can only bring people into a religion and cannot bring people to be born again and saved. John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist Church, was such a religious man before 24 May 1738. Although he had run a Bible study group at university and had gone to North America as a missionary, he had not yet been born again. That evening at the prayer meeting, because he accepted the doctrine of justification by faith, the Holy Spirit poured into the field of his heart like a warm stream. From then on, through open-air preaching, he led ten thousand upon ten thousand to the Lord and founded the Methodist Church.
3. A clean conscience and a humble frame of mind
Before the prophet Isaiah accepted God’s call he confessed his sin and received God’s pardon. (Isa. 6:5–7) In the same way, before the disciple Peter left all and followed the Lord he too made a confession of sin from the heart. (Luke 5:8–11) Only whoever repents from the heart has a conscience without shame. Only a workman without shame can rightly divide the word of truth. (2 Tim. 2:15) Only whoever can preach rightly counts as one truly consecrated full time. Whoever does not preach rightly will end as a teacher of Chinese literature, or will often become the founder of a heresy or an extreme sect. Whoever repents from the heart will surely have the Holy Spirit dwelling with him (Isa. 57:15) and a humble attitude. (Num. 12:3) Only the humble can walk with God (Mic. 6:8), and only whoever walks with God can carry out the mission of serving God full time.
Since serving God full time is God’s own particular choosing, whoever has no call from God should not lightly throw himself into it, lest like the two sons of Eli the priest he harm the house of God. (1 Sam. 2:24) But if a person has a heavy burden in his heart for the saving of souls, and is moved by the Holy Spirit to come out and preach the Lord’s gospel full time, then he should boldly say to the Lord as the prophet Isaiah did: “Here am I; send me.” (Isa. 6:8) Serving God full time is not taking a job, but consecrating a whole life to the gospel without thought of self. It is not one’s own choosing, but the choosing of God’s choice. Though it is not an easy road, it is a “higher road.” (Isa. 55:8–9)
II. The Rationale of Giving Oneself to Serve the Lord
C. Giving Money for the Lord
To give money for the Lord’s holy work is the offering of sacrifice in the New Testament age. (Heb. 13:16) The brothers and sisters of the church at Philippi laboured together with Paul in the work of the gospel, and often sent Epaphroditus to carry funds to Paul. Paul counted their giving “a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God.” (Phil. 4:18) To give God the money that is due Him is to do what God commands, and it will surely receive God’s blessing. God promises those who practise the tithe that He will “open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.” (Mal. 3:10) We can see that giving money to the Lord is like giving a brick and receiving jade in return: giving something small and receiving something far more precious. Whoever serves God ought to give money to the Lord for these two reasons:
Giving money to God can express a person’s reverence and love toward God.
What God looks at is not the amount of money given, but what that money stands for behind it. When the three wise men came before the holy child Jesus they offered gold, frankincense and myrrh. (Matt. 2:12) These gifts stood for their respect and love toward the King of kings.
Giving money to God is carrying out the Lord’s Great Commission.
The Lord would have His disciples preach the gospel to all peoples (Mark 16:15) and make them the Lord’s disciples. (Matt. 28:19) This is the Lord’s command to all disciples. The Lord’s disciples must divide the work and labour together if they are to finish this command. The disciples must each do all they can according to the gift and the call each has received from the Lord. Some disciples ought to go far away as missionaries; other disciples ought to hold the home base. Some disciples have the gift of preaching; other disciples have the gift of giving money. Only when the disciples fit together with one another into a good team can the Lord’s Great Commission be carried out more effectively.
Giving money is a spiritual gift. That gift is given by the Holy Spirit. (1 Cor. 12:11) Whoever receives this gift must meet these two conditions:
Facing the need of the Lord’s holy work.
When the Lord Jesus was in the world He chose twelve disciples. All these disciples followed the Lord full time. The Lord’s gospel team at that time neither took an offering after a meeting nor raised funds by letters or by any spiritual publication. Facing the financial need of this gospel team, several women who loved the Lord at that time “ministered unto Jesus and the disciples of their substance.” (Luke 8:2–3) The more they gave, the more power to give they had; and in the end a few women alone could support financially the whole cost of the gospel team.
Believing God’s word.
In the Old Testament age the prophets of the time had no financial support from a mission agency. They had to live by faith. Elijah once taught a widow of Zarephath: “But make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son. For thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth. And she went and did according to the word of the LORD: and she, and he, and her house, did eat many days.” (1 Kings 17:13–15) Though the widow of Zarephath had not a penny in her house, she had great faith in the word God spoke through the prophet, and so she alone could support a workman of God financially.
That the church today cannot send out more missionaries to preach the gospel is not because it lacks money, but because it lacks the faith that acts. Today not a few people like to hear God’s word, because they like the feeling of being moved by God’s word. But after they have heard God’s word, are they willing to believe and obey what God commands? This is a question whoever loves the Lord ought to search himself deeply about. To keep the Lord’s commands is the showing of love for the Lord. (John 14:15) One of the Lord’s commands is to “give” (Luke 6:38) and to offer up to God the sacrifice of giving. (Heb. 13:16) The giving of one who loves the Lord is not only the mark of a believer’s consecration, but also the ground on which a believer receives God’s abundance. (Phil. 4:18–19)
III. The Rationale of the Growth of Life
A. Understanding a Right View of Salvation
The Rationale of the Growth of Life
Understanding a Right View of Salvation
What is being saved? Whoever would understand the definition of salvation must understand the whole truth God has revealed through Scripture. The world’s knowledge of God’s salvation is like “six blind men feeling an elephant”: the conclusion drawn about one part is not wrong, but neither does it fully match the truth. Salvation is the whole process of a person being justified by God (Rom. 5:1), being sanctified (Rom. 6:19) and having his body redeemed (Rom. 8:23), and not the single act of a person being justified by God. If a person’s being justified by God were salvation, then why did Paul say to the Christians at Philippi: “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling”? If a Christian already has salvation the moment he is justified, then why did Peter say we are to “grow thereby unto salvation”? (1 Pet. 2:2) John says: “He that doeth righteousness is righteous.” (1 John 3:7) Paul says that only when the body is redeemed does a Christian receive the standing of a son of God. (Rom. 8:23) Can one who is not righteous and has not the standing of a son of God be counted a person who has God’s salvation? From this we can see that those who take justification for salvation fall into the same error as the blind man who took the elephant’s belly for the elephant. What they say is not wrong, but neither is it wholly right; for an elephant is not only like a wall, and salvation does not consist of justification alone.
1. Justification
Justification is God’s counting whoever believes in Jesus a righteous person. In those days God, because Abraham believed God’s promise, counted him a righteous person. (Gen. 15:6) Scripture says: “There is none righteous, no, not one.” (Rom. 3:10) We can see that Abraham was an unrighteous person whom God counted righteous. (Mark 10:18) A Christian today is justified by faith (Rom. 5:1) because he has “put on Christ” (Gal. 3:27), and so God, for Christ’s sake, counts him a righteous person. Since Christ has already died for a person’s sin and risen again (Rom. 4:25), a person’s being justified by God is free. (Rom. 3:24) The ground of a person’s being justified by God is being baptized into Christ. (Gal. 3:27) The condition of baptism is believing that Jesus is the Son of God and repenting from the heart. (Acts 2:36–38) The ground of repenting from the heart is knowing the definition of sin: rebellion against God, not glorifying God, and sinning knowingly. (Ps. 32:1–2) A believer’s justification today is like the people of Israel passing through the Red Sea to become God’s people, and like the prodigal coming home to confess his sin and put on the new robe to be his father’s good son. (I take it the prodigal put on the new robe only after washing with water.)
2. Sanctification
Sanctification is a Christian’s giving himself to God and so becoming a vessel holy and fit for the Lord’s use. (Rom. 6:19; 12:1; 2 Tim. 2:21) Such holiness is cleanness of the heart. (2 Tim. 1:3) Of course, we are not sages; who can be without faults? Yet a Christian’s fault should not be deliberate. Such faults can also be washed clean through the Lord’s precious blood. (Heb. 9:14) The ground on which the Lord’s blood washes sin clean is that the believer must walk in the light. (1 John 1:7) To have light and yet sin continually is to sin knowingly. Whoever sins wilfully, his sin is not forgiven. (Heb. 10:26–27) A believer’s pursuit of sanctification is the showing of a true faith, and also the showing that a person has the Lord’s new life. After David had experienced God’s salvation he said: “I will walk before the LORD in the land of the living.” (Ps. 116:9) That road of the living is also the “path of righteousness.” (Ps. 23:3) Walking the path of righteousness is the training a citizen of the kingdom of heaven must receive on earth.
3. The redemption of the body
The redemption of the body means that a Christian born again and saved receives a spiritual body when the Lord comes again. (1 Cor. 15:44) That new body is a body that never dies and never decays. (1 Cor. 15:53) Only at that time does a Christian receive the standing of a son of God. (Rom. 8:23) Before that, a Christian, having received the Lord, only has the right to become a child of God. (John 1:12) The original wording of Scripture, “gave power to become” (given authority to become), means “authorized to be changed into.” We can see that becoming a child of God is a process of change and not a single act. Those who do not understand the original sense of the text of “John 1:12,” who neither pursue sanctification nor wait for the Lord’s coming again, will surely one day regret their own ignorance beyond all remedy. (Hos. 4:6)
III. The Rationale of the Growth of Life
B. Being Moved Continually by God’s Word
God’s word means God’s revelation to man. The Lord Jesus said: “The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” (John 6:63) God’s word means the original sense the Holy Spirit revealed at the first, and not the letters set down by a person. Paul said: “Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter (letter), but of the spirit (Spirit): for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.” (2 Cor. 3:6) When the meaning the Holy Spirit revealed is understood and received by a person, a person’s new life is brought forth.
Scripture says: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” (John 1:1) We can see that God’s word is God. Scripture also says: “God is a Spirit.” (John 4:24) We can see that God, Spirit and word are one and the same, and are alike immaterial. In the records of God’s dealings with man we see one phenomenon common to them all — “shaking”: “And the LORD descended upon it in fire… and the whole mount quaked greatly.” (Exod. 19:18) “And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it.” (Matt. 28:2) “And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.” (Acts 4:31) “Then the spirit took me up, and I heard behind me the sound of a mighty trembling, saying, Blessed be the glory of the LORD from his place.” (Ezek. 3:12) From the records of the passages above we find that “shaking” is a phenomenon common to the appearing of God, of the Spirit, or of God’s word. Scripture says further: “The people are shaken and pass away.” (Job 34:20) From this we can see that the beating of a person’s pulse of life is settled by the shaking of God’s Spirit. This explains the sense of what Scripture says: “He that hath not the Son of God hath not life.” (1 John 5:12)
The Lord Jesus is God’s word made flesh. (John 1:14) He existed before Abraham. (John 8:58) He supplied the food and drink of God’s people when the Israelites passed through the wilderness. (1 Cor. 10:3–4) He is also the Creator of the world. (Col. 1:16) He is before all things. (Col. 1:17) His mission in coming into the world “on assignment” was to seek and to save the lost. (Luke 19:10) He is the way, the truth and the life, and the only passage by which a person is joined to the source of life. (John 14:6) All this knowledge God has revealed for people to know. Whoever does not know or misunderstands God’s revelation is a “dead man” who “has eyes and yet does not recognise Mount Tai.” (Luke 9:60) The Lord Jesus said: “The dead shall hear the voice of God: and they that hear shall live.” (John 5:25) The dead the Lord speaks of here means those who have left the source of life. (Eph. 2:1) If they hear the Lord’s word they can come alive again. Such rebirth is the “resurrection of the soul.” (Eph. 2:5) The Lord’s voice is a kind of “frequency of a message.” Only the shaking of that frequency of a message can wake a person’s soul out of its deep sleep. As Scripture says: “No man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.” (1 Cor. 12:3) Because the “shaking of the frequency of a message” is so critical to a person’s being saved, Paul charged Timothy to “give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.” (1 Tim. 4:13) Whoever hears the message should likewise “let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.” (Col. 3:16) For only so will a person “sing with grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Col. 3:16), and be “fervent in the spirit, and speak and teach diligently the things of the Lord.” (Acts 18:25) God’s word can not only make a person’s soul clear-headed and give it strength to do what is right, but also gives a person light (Ps. 119:115), and makes the foolish (the simple ones) understanding. (Ps. 119:130) “Makes the foolish understanding” means making the simple in heart understand reason. From this we can see that whoever would understand reason must have a good field of heart and the light of God’s word. The light of God’s word comes from the “opening” of God’s word. (Ps. 119:130) The ground of opening God’s word is a conscience that has nothing “to be ashamed of.” (2 Tim. 2:15) And keeping a conscience with nothing to be ashamed of is a choice every person must make every day. (Acts 24:16) That important choice settles the fruitfulness of a person’s whole life. (Prov. 4:23) Our God is a God of love and of mercy. He is always at work in a person’s heart, helping him to make the right decision, so that God’s good pleasure may be accomplished. (Phil. 2:13)
III. The Rationale of the Growth of Life
C. Seeking the Continued Growth of Faith
A Christian’s faith is a process of growth. Scripture says: “This righteousness is from faith to faith.” (Rom. 1:17) In the process of the growth of faith there are these three important stages:
1. Believing that there is a God
A Christian believes that there is a highest Creator in the world. (Gen. 1:1) Under that Creator there are angels and the devil who rebelled against God. (Jude 9) There is only one true God in the world (1 Cor. 8:6); the other false gods (Isa. 48:11) are fallen angels (Isa. 14:12–15) made by the true God. (Col. 1:16) The angels were perfect when they were made (Ezek. 28:15), but afterwards, through pride and wanting to be equal with God, they fell and became devils. (Ezek. 28:17; Isa. 14:14–15) Believing that there is a Creator is the beginning of faith, but this is still not a faith that can save a person, for the devil has this faith too. (James 2:19) Whoever has this faith must build a right relationship with the Creator before he can be saved.
2. Believing and submitting to God
Since the Chinese have both the saying “Heaven gives birth to the teeming people” and the notion of the “Primordial Lord of Heaven,” Chinese culture does believe there is a Creator. And since the Chinese have both the “Altar of Heaven” where the Son of Heaven prayed and the record of Tang of Shang “praying for rain in the mulberry grove,” Chinese culture ought also to revere Heaven. Of course this does not take in every Chinese, for some Chinese do not believe there is a “Saviour of the world.” Even so, those who say “a monk holding an umbrella — no hair, no sky” (a pun: no law, no Heaven) would not deny that above the umbrella Heaven still exists; and so they also believe that in the myth of “the Foolish Old Man who moved the mountains,” it was the god of Heaven who moved the Foolish Old Man’s great mountains away. From this we can see that what a person says with his mouth and what he knows in his heart are two entirely different matters.
Whether or not to revere and submit to the Creator is the decision of every created being. Whoever chooses not to submit to the Creator underrates the Creator’s justice and power, and takes an attitude of not answering for himself. Qu Yuan said: “When a man is at the end of himself he turns back to his root.” Such people are like the prodigal: they are willing to turn back and believe and submit to the Creator only when they have reached the end of their resources. In fact such people take in not only the atheists, but also not a few religious people who have not been born again and saved. Scripture says the Holy Spirit is given only to those who obey God (Acts 5:32), and says also that whoever has not the Holy Spirit is none of Christ’s (Rom. 8:9); we can see that the condition for belonging to God is obeying God.
John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist Church, was a person who did not submit to God before the year of our Lord 1738. Although he had zealously run the work of a university Bible study group and had gone to America as a missionary, he had not at that time been born again. From his journal we know that it was at a quarter to nine on the evening of 24 May 1738, on hearing the explanation of justification by faith in Martin Luther’s book, that he was willing to believe and submit to God. He said that after he surrendered, the Holy Spirit poured into his heart like a warm stream. From this we can see that only whoever believes and submits to God is a person born again and saved. Faith does show itself in work, but not everyone who works necessarily obeys God. So today not a few people who do not submit to God are helping and serving in the church. They have not only become a stumbling block to others’ believing in the Lord, but also, with the Lord’s church, “the more they help, the more trouble they make.”
3. Trusting God
Whoever trusts God does not go by sight (2 Cor. 5:7), but only by God’s will. (Luke 22:42) In those days Peter trusted the Lord and launched out the boat into the deep to let down the net for a catch. (Luke 5:5) Peter was by then an experienced fisherman, while Jesus came of a carpenter’s trade. Had there been no trust, a fisherman would not have fished on a carpenter’s opinion.
Whoever trusts God is willing to do God’s word because God has credit, just as a bank is willing to lend because the borrower has credit. The servant who took part in the “water turned to wine” in those days was one who trusted the Lord greatly. He was someone who “did whatever the Lord told him.” (John 2:5) The Lord’s greatest credit is that He could rise from the dead. (Rom. 1:4) It is this credit of the Lord that made the writer obey the call and set out on the road of giving himself to serve the Lord.
III. The Rationale of the Growth of Life
D. Receiving the Love That Comes from God
Love is of different kinds: there is a love that springs from human feeling, and there is a love that comes from the Holy Spirit. (Rom. 5:5) The first is centred on oneself and cannot be relied on; the second issues from God’s nature and comes from God. (1 John 4:7) A Christian should love others with the love that comes from God, for within him is God’s nature. (2 Pet. 1:4) This love that comes from God has the following marks:
1. It seeks the other’s greatest good
God’s love differs from a person’s love in that it seeks not its own (1 Cor. 13:5) but the other’s greatest good. From King Solomon’s judging of the case of “two mothers contending for a child” we can see clearly two utterly different kinds of love: the true mother was willing to give the child up to the false mother in order to preserve the child’s life; the false mother, for her own selfish part, did not grudge sacrificing the child’s life. (1 Kings 3:25–26) A person who has God’s love will always set the other’s greatest good above his own. Years ago the writer faced such a test. In those days the writer’s young daughter had unhappily caught meningitis and was at the point of death. Because my wife is a nurse, the doctor entrusted her with giving the daughter regular injections at home. During the injection the writer had to hold the daughter’s thigh tightly so that my wife could put the needle in and give the medicine safely. Although the daughter pleaded for mercy at the time with uncomprehending eyes, the writer paid no heed, for the daughter’s long-term good. That scene made the writer think of the Lord on the cross, who, when He was pierced with the nails, cried with a loud voice: “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Matt. 27:46) I believe every father who has God’s love will surely bear the pain of seeking his children’s greatest good. To “bear” it — the character is a blade set over the heart. We can see that to love people with God’s love is to pay a price.
2. It has a pure motive
God’s love will surely show itself in good outward conduct, but this does not mean that whoever has good conduct certainly has God’s love. Good conduct may come of a person’s good motive or issue from a person’s cunning. In those days Esau’s forgiving his younger brother Jacob and “kissing” him (Gen. 33:4) was of good will, while in those days Judas’ betraying Jesus and “kissing” the Lord (Mark 14:45) issued from cunning. Any love that is good to another for private gain belongs to the “chicken-farm owner” kind of love. The chicken-farm owner feeds the chickens every day for the profit of selling them later, and never gives a thought to the chickens’ long-term good. This “for oneself” motive is the cause of wars in history and of factional strife in society or in the church. A mature Christian should pursue a love with a pure motive, for God is a Spirit, and whoever is not sincere in heart cannot worship God. (John 4:24) This love that comes from God is brought forth through faith unfeigned. (1 Tim. 1:5) The genuineness of a Christian’s faith shows itself in the action of God’s love. (Gal. 5:6) Zacchaeus in Scripture, once he believed in the Lord, at once loved the poor. He first said to the Lord, “Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor,” and only then did the Lord go on to declare to the crowd, “This day is salvation come to this house.” (Luke 19:8–9) We can see that whoever truly believes in the Lord will surely have God’s love, and only such a person is, in the Lord’s eyes, one born again and saved.
When a Christian loves others with God’s love he will surely meet the hindrance of the flesh, as Paul said: “But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind.” (Rom. 7:23) In such a case a Christian must be “crucified with Christ” (Gal. 2:20) day by day, so that he can “bring the body into subjection” (1 Cor. 9:27) and “walk in the Spirit.” (Gal. 5:25) The missionary Elizabeth Elliot was such a Christian. In the sixties her husband was killed by the natives while preaching the gospel to the Auca people of South America. She carried on her husband’s unfinished purpose, and with the resolve of one who “knows there are tigers on the mountain and goes up the tiger mountain all the same,” she went on preaching the gospel to the Auca people. In the end she not only brought the very enemies who had killed her husband to the Lord, but also planted a church in that place. Elizabeth’s testimony is one to sing of and to weep over. Her love truly and really came from God. She lived out a good example of a Christian who has love.
III. The Rationale of the Growth of Life
E. Holding a Hope Not Seen by Sight
Since a Christian’s hope is not on earth but in heaven (Heb. 11:16), the thing he hopes for cannot be seen by the eye of flesh, and has eternal value. (2 Cor. 4:18) Whoever has spiritual sight will pursue what has eternal value whatever the cost. In days past Moses, for the reward in heaven, gave up the pleasures of sin and the treasures of Egypt and chose rather to suffer affliction with the people of God. (Heb. 11:24–26) Moses saw how short a person’s life is, and likened a person to the growing grass: “In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up; in the evening it is cut down, and withereth.” (Ps. 90:6) He said a person’s life “is but labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off.” (Ps. 90:10) Moses’ view of life is the same as Jacob’s. Jacob said to Pharaoh: “The days of my life have been few and hard.” (Gen. 47:9) If a Christian’s hope were only in this present life, then he would truly be “of all men most miserable.” (1 Cor. 15:19) [the source prints 2 Corinthians 15:19 for 1 Corinthians 15:19]
Even if someone could live his days on earth both “long and sweet,” yet set against eternity that is no more than “smoke and cloud passing before the eyes” or “a white colt glimpsed through a crack.” Moses said: “For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night.” (Ps. 90:4) A poem of Mao Zedong says: “All are past; for men of true grandeur, look to this day.” Little did he know that the “men of grandeur” of that time have long since, at some point, become people of the past themselves.
Because the enjoyments of this world are short-lived and have no eternal value, Noah in his day could refrain from coveting the world and work hard at building the ark to escape the calamity of the flood. In the end, when God judged the world with the flood, only Noah’s household of eight were saved, and all the rest who did not believe were swallowed by the flood. The Chinese Cang Jie used the character 船 (“boat”) to remember this historical fact: in the ark only eight mouths were saved! (Gen. 7:13, 23) The souls of those who were drowned at that time all went down to Hades, and between the death and the resurrection of Jesus Christ they heard the word Christ preached in the prison. (1 Pet. 3:19–20) Scripture does not tell us how those souls responded on hearing Christ’s word, but I believe they must have been, like the rich man in Hades, beyond all remedy in their regret at having coveted the world and not loved God. (Luke 16:24–30) “The rut of the cart in front is the warning to the cart behind.” The end of the people of Noah’s time and of the rich man suffering in Hades sounds a warning bell for those still alive today. The end of those who mind only the material enjoyment before their eyes and neglect eternal blessedness is a sorrowful one. Such people lack spiritual sight and, like Esau, give up God’s spiritual blessing for the material enjoyment before their eyes. (Gen. 25:34) This is a most unwise choice. Scripture says: “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.” (Col. 3:2) The Lord also says: “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matt. 16:26) In fact everyone in the world has an instinct to seek gain, and so the Lord Jesus too used “profit” to urge people to seek eternal life. The crux of the matter lies in the difference between a small gain and a great one. To gain the whole world is a small gain; to receive eternal life is the great gain. This is why Paul said: “But godliness with contentment is great gain.” (1 Tim. 6:6) For only whoever exercises himself unto godliness can receive the promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come (1 Tim. 4:8), and look earnestly for the coming of the day of God. (1 Pet. 3:11–12) The Lord’s coming again is good news to the godly, for it is the day a Christian receives the standing of a son (Rom. 8:23), and also the completing of the salvation of a Christian’s soul; otherwise Paul would not have said: “You were being saved by hope.” (Rom. 8:24) Not salvation only: even the reward of “a crown of righteousness” is given to those “that love his appearing.” (2 Tim. 4:8) But the Lord’s coming again is bad news to the unbeliever, for from then on he loses his chance to believe in the Lord (John 11:26) and does not receive eternal life. (John 3:36) Not receiving eternal life does not mean staying as one is; it means the unbeliever’s end is to be “cast into the lake of fire” (Rev. 20:15) and “tormented day and night for ever and ever.” (Rev. 20:10) From this we can see that holding a hope not seen by sight is a choice on which life and death hang.
III. The Rationale of the Growth of Life
F. Having the Substance of Being Filled with the Holy Spirit
A Christian should not put the appearance of being filled with the Holy Spirit in place of the substance of it. Being filled with the Holy Spirit is like the heating of a thick-bottomed pot: its heat cannot be judged by the noisy show of evaporating oil and steam. For the heat of a silent thick-bottomed pot is not necessarily lower than that of a thin copper pot sputtering with oil. Whoever is truly filled with the Holy Spirit should show these spiritual realities:
1. Obeying the Holy Spirit’s leading
When Scripture speaks of a Christian being filled with the Holy Spirit it uses “being drunk with wine” as the figure. (Eph. 5:18) We can see that whoever is filled with the Holy Spirit is controlled by the Holy Spirit as a drunken man is controlled by wine — it is “not of his own choosing.” In those days Barnabas and Paul were leaders of the church at Antioch. (Acts 13:1) Because the Holy Spirit moved the church at Antioch to send Barnabas and Paul out as missionaries, Barnabas and Paul obeyed the Holy Spirit’s sending and became the first pair of missionaries to preach the gospel and plant churches. Because their decision to go out at that time issued from the Holy Spirit and not from their own will, they had a fine fruitfulness in the gospel. The motive and the fruit of their gospel preaching showed the substance of their being filled with the Holy Spirit.
2. Having the peace of a new life
Mary the Lord’s mother was a person filled with the Holy Spirit. (Luke 1:35) The Holy Spirit moved her to say: “My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.” (Luke 1:46–47) Because Mary magnified the Lord she was willing to do the Lord’s word. (Luke 1:38) Because the Lord’s word is spirit (John 6:63), Mary, by doing the Lord’s word, received the life and peace of being spiritually minded. (Rom. 8:6) Since peace comes from the Holy Spirit, having the Lord’s peace is the substance of a Christian’s being filled with the Holy Spirit. This peace, which differs from the world’s (John 14:27), is a satisfied joy. (John 15:11) In those days the Spirit of God also came mightily upon Saul. (1 Sam. 11:6) Afterwards the Holy Spirit departed from Saul because Saul went against God’s will. (1 Sam. 16:14) From then on Saul lost not only the new life (Rom. 8:9) but also his peace. (1 Sam. 16:14) We can see that the peace of the new life is the substance of a believer’s being filled with the Holy Spirit.
3. Hiding God’s word in the heart
Scripture says in the letter to the Ephesians that whoever is filled with the Holy Spirit should praise the Lord, give thanks to God and submit to a spouse (Eph. 5:18–21), while in the letter to the Colossians it says that whoever keeps the doctrine of Christ in his heart should sing to God, give thanks to God and submit to a spouse. (Col. 3:16–18) We can see that “being filled with the Holy Spirit” amounts in fact to “hiding the word of Christ in the heart.” Hiding God’s word in the heart is a believer’s first understanding the meaning of God’s word (2 Cor. 3:5), then believing it without doubting (Heb. 11:11), and living out, according to God’s word, a life that answers to that faith. (Heb. 11:8) Abraham not only believed God’s promise to give him a seed (Gen. 15:5–6) but also hid God’s word in his heart for twenty-five years, and at last in old age received a precious son. (Rom. 4:19–20) In the original text of Scripture, the Greek words Paul uses for “filled” and “hide” are both verbs in the present imperative. Since a Greek verb in the present tense expresses an unceasing action, a Christian’s being filled with the Holy Spirit ought to be a repeated and unceasing process. A Christian should hide God’s word in his heart constantly and without stopping, and not think of God’s word only at devotions or when hearing a sermon. For only so can a Christian live a holy life that does not sin against God. (Ps. 119:11) Only whoever lives a holy life is a person truly filled with the Holy Spirit, for without holiness no man shall see the Lord. (Heb. 12:14) Since the Greek for “filled” is in the imperative, this shows that God would have Christians carry out in earnest the command to be filled with the Holy Spirit. That command is to all Christians, and not only to those who make much of the charismatic. A Christian should keep to the spirit of this Scripture, and should not follow denominational tradition and so become a zealot who departs from Scripture and rebels against the faith, or a religious expert with no spiritual life.
IV. The Rationale of Spreading the Gospel Widely
A. Understanding What Salvation Turns On
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Preaching the gospel is the Lord’s command. (Mark 16:15) Whether a person who hears the gospel can be saved is the work of the Holy Spirit. (1 Cor. 12:3) As to whether the Holy Spirit moves a person’s heart to believe in the Lord, that ought to have to do with the message of the gospel. (Acts 16:14) It is true that faith comes from the word of Christ (Rom. 10:17), but the crux of the matter is whether the preacher’s message accords with the word of Christ. The writer holds that a preacher must understand the following several notions of salvation, which are the crux of the matter and which accord with the word of Christ:
1. Life is a term of trial (probation). A term of trial is the period in which an employer tries out a temporary worker. If he passes, then after the trial period the temporary worker can be turned into a permanent one. The law by which an immigrant to America must “first get the green card and afterwards become a citizen” also takes up this reasoning of trying first and employing after. In fact a person’s life is the trial period for the people of this world “immigrating” to the kingdom of heaven. The Lord Jesus said: “And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.” (John 11:26) The condition for receiving eternal life is “belief” (John 3:16), and the trial period of that “belief” is as long as a lifetime. “Belief” is a process. (Rom. 1:17) The degree of “belief” that saves a person is “obedience.” (Rom. 1:5) A person must believe to the point of obeying God (Acts 5:32) before he can receive the Holy Spirit as a gift. (Acts 2:38) Only whoever has the Holy Spirit is Christ’s. (Rom. 8:9) So “belief” is not an empty notion, but a work a person should labour at through a whole lifetime to complete. (Phil. 2:12) A faith without obedience is not a faith that can save a person, for the devil has this same faith. (James 2:19) Whoever is willing to obey God should lay down his own view and labour to complete the three stages of faith: the faith that is justified by God (Rom. 5:1), the faith that is willing to be consecrated and sanctified (Rom. 6:19), and the faith that waits for the redemption of the body. (Rom. 8:22–24)
2. Salvation is in the Lord
Salvation is in Christ Jesus. (2 Tim. 2:10) Salvation is eternal life in the kingdom of God. (Rev. 22:5) Those who do not believe in the Lord also have eternal life (John 5:29), only it is outside the kingdom of God. (Rev. 20:10) The eternal life of one born again and saved is in the Lord Christ Jesus. (Rom. 6:23) The Lord Jesus likened the relation between the saved and the Lord to the relation of “the vine and the branches”: the Lord is the vine, the disciples are the branches. Only those branches joined to the vine have life and so can bear fruit. (John 15:5) Any branch joined on the surface but with no inward communication with the tree will come to the end of withering and being burnt. (John 15:6) A Christian’s being in the Lord means that a Christian has an inward joining with the Lord. That joining comes of the communion of the Holy Spirit. (Rom. 8:14) A Christian by faith receives the indwelling of the Lord’s Spirit (Eph. 3:17), and by repenting and being baptized is joined into Christ. (Gal. 3:27) This is a true state of “heaven and man made one.” This oneness has no outward form. The Lord said to His disciples: “The kingdom of God is within you.” (Luke 17:21) The Greek word for “kingdom of God” originally means “rule.” We can see that only whoever receives God’s rule is a citizen of the kingdom of heaven in the Lord.
3. Only whoever follows the Lord is a good sheep
The Lord is the Shepherd of a person’s soul. (1 Pet. 2:25) The people of this world are sheep gone astray (Isa. 53:6), while Christians are the sheep in the Lord’s fold. (John 10:9–10) The Lord’s sheep hear the Lord’s voice, are known by the Lord, and follow the Lord (John 10:27) in the path of righteousness. (Ps. 23:3) Only such sheep receive eternal life and have the assurance of salvation. (John 10:28) To be the Lord’s good sheep issues from a personal choice. David chose to follow the Lord (Ps. 23:1–2) while Saul chose to rebel against the Lord (1 Sam. 16:14). John chose to share tribulation with the Lord (Rev. 1:9) while Judas chose to be the son of perdition (John 17:12). The ground of making a wise choice is the waking of the soul. David’s walking in the path of righteousness happened only after his soul was restored. (Ps. 23:3) The prodigal’s coming home too was a decision he made after he came to himself. From this we can see that the safety of salvation lies in a person’s resolve to follow the Saviour, and not in a person’s effort at following his own will.
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B. Seeking the Love of the True God
The purpose of preaching the gospel is that people may know the good news of God saving a person’s soul. (Rom. 1:16) Since God’s saving of people issues from love (John 3:16), whoever preaches the gospel must take God’s love as the motive for preaching it. Preaching the gospel out of anything but God’s love is like “Dong Shi imitating the frown of Xi Shi” — it has the form but not the spirit. To receive God’s love, the preacher must satisfy these several conditions:
1. Having the indwelling of the Holy Spirit
God’s love comes from God (1 John 4:7) and is shed abroad in a person’s heart by the Holy Spirit. (Rom. 5:5) Since love is shed abroad in the heart and not on the body, whoever has God’s love must have the Holy Spirit dwelling long in his heart. Having God’s Spirit dwelling in the heart and having God’s Spirit move one are two different things. In the first the Holy Spirit is the “gift” God gives a person (Acts 2:38); in the second the Holy Spirit is the “counsel” by which God helps a person believe in the Lord. (1 Cor. 12:3) The condition for receiving the Holy Spirit as a gift is obeying God (Acts 5:32) and repenting from the heart and being baptized to the Lord. (Acts 2:38) The condition for receiving the Holy Spirit as counsel is “not quenching the Holy Spirit’s fire” (the Chinese Bible renders it by sense as “do not quench the Holy Spirit’s prompting”). (1 Thess. 5:19) Because God is a Spirit (John 4:24) and is also love (1 John 4:8), whoever has God’s Spirit dwelling in his heart naturally has God’s love.
2. Having experienced God’s love
The disciple John said: “And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us.” (1 John 4:16) It is said that in his old age John, being weak in body and helped up onto the platform, spoke only this one sentence: “Love one another.” Because the disciple John first knew God’s love, he could practise and teach God’s love. (1 John 4:19–20) The ancients said: “The tree would be still, but the wind does not cease; the child would care for his parents, but they are no longer there.” Its sense is: the heart’s longing for one’s parents is stirred as by a wind, like leaves that cannot stop moving. Now that I would repay my parents’ kindness, my parents are no longer here. The child’s love in the poem is, like a leaf, moved upon: it is a natural response to the wind of the parents’ love, and that response is not within one’s own power. In the book of Song of Songs the Shulamite woman’s response to King Solomon’s love was just such a natural and strong love. She said: “My soul failed when he spake.” (Song 5:6) Mary Magdalene’s love for the Lord may be called the strongest of all, for she was the first to come to the tomb and see the Lord on the morning of His resurrection. Her love was a response to the Lord’s love, for the Lord had cast seven devils out of her. (Mark 16:9) The first person the Lord wished to see after His resurrection was Mary Magdalene, for the Lord knew her heart of true love for Him. (1 Cor. 8:3)
3. Obeying God’s will
Scripture says: “But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected.” (1 John 2:5) This verse of Scripture tells us that only whoever does the Lord’s word has a perfect love. The Lord Jesus said to His disciples: “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” (John 14:15) We can see that the Lord expects His disciples to love Him with the “perfect love” of doing the word. It is just for this reason that in those days by the Sea of Galilee the Lord used the word for “God’s love” the first two times in asking Peter whether he loved the Lord. But Peter answered the Lord with the word for “the love of a friend”: “Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.” (John 21:15–16) Only when Peter twice answered without using “God’s love” to love the Lord did the Lord, the third time, change to the word for “the love of a friend” in asking Peter whether he loved Him. (John 21:17) Though the Lord accommodated Himself to human weakness, His original meaning was still that the disciple should love the Lord with God’s love.
Since doing God’s will amounts to loving the Lord, and is also the condition for entering the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 7:21), then this is to say that only whoever loves the Lord can be saved. God makes all things work together for good, that those who love God may have the benefit of being called. (Rom. 8:28) That God does not call into His kingdom those who do not love Him is His respecting a person’s decision, for a person’s being saved is willing and not forced. (Matt. 23:37; Mark 10:22) Love cannot be forced out of anyone. Whoever does not do God’s will — that is, does not love God — can in the end only go to the place he himself has chosen to go. (Rev. 20:10, 15) Scripture describes the end of these who do not love the Lord as being under a curse. (1 Cor. 16:22) That a person must answer for his own decision is a law that cannot be changed. (Gal. 6:7)
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C. Understanding the Saviour’s Mind
Preaching the gospel is the errand the Saviour gives His disciples. (Mark 16:15) Whoever is sent must know his master’s mind, or else his labour will be spent for nothing. Once at lunch in the dining hall of a seminary there was a joke: the students all wondered why that day the woman who worked there had suddenly bought a catty of “barbecued pork” to add to everyone’s meal. It turned out that, not being very good at understanding Mandarin, she had heard the principal’s instruction to go and buy a “plug” (an electric plug — chāxiāo) as “barbecued pork” (chāshāo), and so for no reason at all she came back with a catty of barbecued pork to add to the students’ meal. To keep our labour from being spent for nothing, we must understand the following several senses of the Lord’s wanting His disciples to carry out the Great Commission:
1. That all people may receive the Lord’s new life
The Lord makes very much of the new life, and so the first sentence He said to Nicodemus was: “Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (John 3:3) The showing of the new birth is the change of a person’s life. When Zacchaeus was born again, his first resolve was to deal with his past sin and to care for those in need. (Luke 19:8) When the Lord saw that Zacchaeus’ life was changed, only then did He declare to the crowd: “This day is salvation come to this house.” (Luke 19:9) A person must be in the Lord before he can become a new creature. (2 Cor. 5:17) Whoever is not born again is a “nominal Christian.” Such a person pretends to be a Christian and takes part in service (2 Cor. 11:13), and often persecutes God’s servants in the church for private gain. (2 Tim. 4:14) If a preacher does not bring people to be born again and saved, he is building a church that grows more disordered by the day. For a congregation with too many who have not been born again and saved is like the Israelites in the wilderness in those days, always disobeying God. So the aim of church work is that people may receive the Lord’s new life, and not that a multitude who have not been born again may become members and the church be turned into just one more of the world’s institutions.
2. The disciple should be the Lord’s representative
Paul counted himself an envoy sent by Christ. (2 Cor. 5:20) The original sense of “envoy” is “ambassador.” An ambassador is an “imperial commissioner,” the emperor’s representative. In those days Ananias was sent by the Lord to bring Saul to believe in the Lord. (Acts 9:15) He laid down his prejudice against Saul and obeyed the Lord’s command. Because he obeyed the Lord, he carried out the mission bearing the anointing of the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:32), and in the end not only was Saul’s sight restored, but he was also filled with the Holy Spirit. (Acts 9:17–18) In those days when Jonah was sent by God to preach the gospel at Nineveh he also laid down his prejudice against the people of Nineveh (Jonah 2:8–9), and in the end the people of the whole city of Nineveh repented and turned to God. (Jonah 3:5) [the source prints Nehemiah 3:5 for Jonah 3:5] In those days when the seven sons of Sceva the chief priest did not obey the Lord and cast out devils in the Lord’s name, not only did the devils not come out, but they were wounded by the devil and fled in defeat. (Acts 19:14–16) From this we can see that obeying the Lord is the qualification for a disciple to be the Lord’s representative and the condition for fruitfulness in service. Among the twelve spies who went in those days to search out the land of Canaan, representing the tribes of Israel (Num. 1:44; 13:2), only Joshua and Caleb were God’s representatives, for the other spies all disobeyed God and in the end fell dead in the wilderness. (Num. 14:37–38)
3. The preacher must set the example himself
Paul said to the believers at Corinth: “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.” (1 Cor. 11:1) Today not a few preachers dare not say this. They can only say: “Please do not look at me; look at Christ.” Such a saying is of course one side of the truth. But the other side of the truth is that a preacher should “be an example of the believers.” (1 Tim. 4:12) To “be an example of the believers” is the Lord’s expectation of His disciples, for He commanded His disciples to teach people to keep the Lord’s teaching. (Matt. 28:20) If the disciple does not take the lead in doing the word, whoever is taught will not follow and do it. So a disciple should avoid being like the Pharisees, who “say and do not” (Matt. 23:3), and should rather be like Lazarus, who obeyed the Lord. In those days when the Lord raised Lazarus from the dead, Lazarus, though bound hand and foot with graveclothes, still came leaping out of the tomb according to the Lord’s command. The witness of Lazarus’ life resulted in many Jews going away and believing in Jesus. (John 12:11)
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D. Having the Form of a Disciple
A disciple means a “student” or a “follower of a teaching.” In those days Confucius had three thousand students, all of whom followed his teaching. In Chinese culture, whoever goes against his teacher’s instruction is expelled from the teacher’s house. Today the Lord’s “students” ought to keep the following teachings within the Lord’s “Great Commission”:
Preaching everywhere, wherever one goes
Before He rose and ascended, the Lord commanded His disciples to go and make all peoples the Lord’s disciples. (Matt. 28:19) It is a pity that the Chinese Bible did not render the original sense of Jesus’ Great Commission according to the grammar of the Greek. Since the Greek original of the word “go” in the sentence is a participle and not the main verb, what the Lord Jesus said to His disciples was: “As you go, make all peoples my disciples.” Because the Chinese Bible did not render the original sense of the Lord’s word, Christians today mistake the Lord’s Great Commission for “missions at set times” instead of “preaching everywhere, wherever one goes.” Of course it is better for a Christian to set a time to do mission work than not to go at all, but this is not the Lord’s original meaning. The Lord’s original meaning is that wherever the disciple goes, right there he is to make people the Lord’s disciples. In those days when Lazarus brought many Jews to the Lord it was not while he was doing a “short-term mission,” but while he was at a feast in Bethany. Because the writer came to understand the original sense of the Great Commission the Lord gave, in the past I have brought many people to believe in the Lord not only while on short-term missions but wherever I have gone — in hotels, at the dinner table, at the bedside of the sick, on aeroplanes, on ships and along the road. This is the duty every disciple of the Lord ought to fulfil.
2. Learning without weariness
The aim of the Lord’s Great Commission is that all people should be the Lord’s disciples. Because the Greek for “disciple” means a “learner,” only whoever is willing to learn the true way humbly can be called a disciple. The Lord said, “The disciple is not above his master” (Matt. 10:24), and so whoever would be a disciple must himself have learning before he can teach others. And this learning is not some theory of man’s (Heb. 5:12) but a spiritual knowledge. (1 Cor. 2:14) Only such knowledge can bring a person eternal life. (John 5:39) Apollos was a man of much learning. (Acts 18:24) Knowing himself to lack spiritual knowledge, he was not ashamed to seek instruction from Priscilla and Aquila (Acts 18:25–26), and in the end he became a preacher of great power and fruitfulness. (Acts 18:27–28) A person of high social standing and much zeal is not necessarily one born again. The Ethiopian eunuch was once such a person. Though his office was as high as minister of finance (Acts 8:27), and he had zeal enough to travel a great distance to Jerusalem to worship God, he had not at that time been born again. Afterwards he met Philip in the desert and, by believing and obeying the doctrine of Scripture that Philip preached, received salvation. We can see that the knowledge of salvation is a condition a person cannot do without in being saved. So the preacher must learn and understand spiritual knowledge before he can bring people to be saved. (2 Cor. 3:6)
3. Pursuing holiness
The Lord promised His disciples that He would be with them as they carried out the Great Commission. (Matt. 28:20) Scripture says a person must be holy before he can see God (Heb. 12:14), and says also that a person must walk in the light before he can have fellowship with God. (1 John 1:7) We can see that the ground of God being with a person is that the person must be holy, for sin separates a person from God. (Isa. 59:2) King Saul of the Old Testament age was rejected by God because he twice went against God’s command. (1 Sam. 15:23) After God’s Spirit departed from him (1 Sam. 16:14), all his efforts became a meaningless struggle in failure. (1 Sam. 31:2) From the lesson of Saul’s failure we see the emptiness of a service in which God is not present. Whoever would be a preacher today should give himself up and become holy (Rom. 12:1), so that he may be fit for the Lord’s use. (2 Tim. 2:21) Because the Lord is holy, every disciple who is called should also become holy (1 Pet. 1:15); only a holy person is a disciple who is like the Lord. (1 Cor. 11:1)
IV. The Rationale of Spreading the Gospel Widely
E. Receiving the Power of the Holy Spirit
Whoever preaches the gospel without the power of the Holy Spirit is like a car without an engine: it cannot be used by its master. Because the Holy Spirit is a necessity for whoever preaches the gospel, the Lord commanded His disciples to receive the power of the Holy Spirit first, before going out to bear witness for the Lord. (Acts 1:8) Whoever would receive the power of the Holy Spirit must satisfy these three conditions:
1. Doing what the Lord commands
Before He ascended, the Lord Jesus commanded His disciples to go into the city of Jerusalem and wait to receive the Holy Spirit. (Luke 24:49) In the end all the disciples who did what the Lord commanded were filled with the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. (Acts 2:1–4) Receiving the Holy Spirit and obeying God cannot be parted. (Acts 5:32) Since whoever does not obey God does not have the Holy Spirit’s presence (1 Sam. 16:14), whoever would have the power of the Holy Spirit must obey God. Noah obeyed God (Gen. 6:22), and so he had power to lead his whole household into the ark. (Gen. 7:13) Lydia obeyed God (Acts 16:14), and so she and her whole household were baptized to the Lord. (Acts 16:15) The jailer of the prison at Philippi obeyed the Lord (Acts 16:30), and so his whole household believed in God too. (Acts 16:34) From these cases we see the importance of a disciple’s obeying the Lord: without obeying God there is no working together with the Holy Spirit; and without the Holy Spirit’s working together there is no fruitfulness in the gospel. (Zech. 4:6)
2. Abiding in the Lord
The disciple John encouraged the other disciples: “This anointing is true, and is no lie; and as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.” (1 John 2:27) This anointing means the Holy Spirit (Ps. 23:5), and it cannot be parted from being in the Lord. In David’s psalm, King David, having received the anointing, resolved to dwell in the house of God for ever. (Ps. 23:6) The Lord likened His own relation to His disciples to the relation of a tree and its branches: whoever is in the Lord is like a branch grafted into the vine, and “the same bringeth forth much fruit.” (John 15:5) The Lord said also: “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.” (John 15:7) Since the Lord once said, “The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life” (John 6:63), we may reason thus: if the disciple abides in the Lord, the Lord’s Spirit also abides in the disciple, and whatever the disciple wills, he shall ask and it shall surely be done. Here we see that “being in the Lord” is the ground of “the Lord’s Spirit being in the disciple,” and is also the bound within which the disciple may ask what he wills. Whoever is filled with the Holy Spirit ought, when he prays, to ask according to God’s will (1 John 5:14); and “being filled with the Holy Spirit” (Eph. 5:18) and “letting the doctrine of Christ dwell in the heart richly” (Col. 3:16) are two ways of saying the same thing, for the effects they produce are entirely the same. (Eph. 5:19–20; Col. 3:16–17) So if a disciple has not kept God’s word in his heart and yet claims that he is filled with the Holy Spirit, that belongs to an appearance that does not accord with the truth of Scripture. Only those who live out the witness of a new life are truly filled with the Holy Spirit, and only such a Spirit-filled person has the power to bring people to believe in the Lord. (Acts 11:24)
3. Giving the glory to God
Before He ascended, the Lord solemnly commanded His disciples to bear witness for Him. (Acts 1:8) The purpose of bearing witness is that God may be glorified (1 Cor. 10:31), for the glory is all God’s. (1 Pet. 4:11; Matt. 6:13) A person was made for the glory of God (Isa. 43:7), and even the whole universe was made for God’s glory. (Ps. 19:1) Even the Holy Spirit acts for God’s glory. (John 16:14) The Holy Spirit gave Paul and Silas the power to praise God in prison (Acts 16:25); we can see that the power of the Holy Spirit and the praising of God are joined together. In those days Jehoshaphat king of Judah used a choir to praise God before the army and so received the help of heaven’s host, and in the end the great allied army of the Ammonites, the Moabites and the men of Mount Seir was defeated. (2 Chr. 20:21–22) The Lord requires His disciples to give the glory to God (Luke 17:18), for God is with whoever praises Him. (Ps. 22:3) Only when God is with a person can the disciple receive the power the Holy Spirit gives. (Job 1:21–22)
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A. The Quality of the Preacher
Preaching the gospel is the Lord’s special envoy carrying the Lord’s message to the people of this world. In those days the Lord chose Paul to preach the gospel to the Gentiles (Acts 9:15), and so Paul called himself “called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God.” (Rom. 1:1) Since a preacher issues from the Lord’s choosing, he must have good qualities before he can be chosen. Paul says a preacher is an envoy of Christ (ambassadors), that is, an “ambassador.” (2 Cor. 5:20) Whoever would be the Lord’s envoy must meet these several conditions:
1. Having the Lord’s call
To be an ambassador is not self-chosen, for not everyone is qualified to be one. Scripture says: “And his gifts were apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers.” (Eph. 4:11) We can see that preaching the gospel is a spiritual gift. Only whoever has the Lord’s call will have the gift of preaching the gospel. So the gift of preaching the gospel is the clear proof that a preacher has the Lord’s call. Another clear proof of the Lord’s call is the church’s agreement. In those days when Barnabas and Paul went as missionaries they were sent out by the church at Antioch and did not go out by volunteering themselves. (Acts 13:3) Scripture says plainly: “And how shall they preach, except they be sent?” (Rom. 10:15) In Paul’s time some preached the gospel out of faction and ill will. (Phil. 1:17) We can see that in the Lord’s church there will be some preachers not called by the Lord but self-called. (2 Cor. 11:13)
2. Having a conscience with nothing to be ashamed of
A preacher must be “a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” (2 Tim. 2:15) Only whoever has a conscience with nothing to be ashamed of is a workman that needs not be ashamed. Whoever has not such a conscience has, concerning the true way, made shipwreck (1 Tim. 1:19), and, running with the world in its filth, has no way to serve God. (2 Tim. 1:3) Mr Wang Mingdao once came out of prison by writing a “letter of repentance” to the government, and in the end, his conscience being wounded, he had no word left to preach. Afterwards he still chose to keep a clean conscience and go back to prison. Whoever has a wounded conscience, having not God’s love (1 Tim. 1:5), loses the heart that loves people’s souls. Whoever does not care whether people’s souls are saved will preach only inconsequential messages. They lack the righteous heart that, like Lot’s, was “vexed from day to day” over people’s souls. (2 Pet. 2:8) Such a preacher can only preach a theology of success and make people cultural Christians, for what he makes much of is only this present life and things on the earth (1 Cor. 15:19) and not the life to come (1 Tim. 6:19) and things in heaven. (Col. 3:2) Such a person does not do what the Lord wants (2 Pet. 3:9); his heart is not right, and he has neither part nor lot in the Lord’s way. (Acts 8:21)
3. Preaching the Lord’s revelation
A preacher is like the “imperial commissioner” of old who carried the emperor’s decree: he may not tamper with the decree. Paul said: “The gospel which was preached of me is not after man… but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” (Gal. 1:11–12) He said also: “For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.” (Gal. 1:10) To keep the gospel pure, Paul was not afraid of offending people. He withstood Peter to the face over Peter’s withdrawing from eating with the Gentiles for fear of being seen. (Gal. 2:11) He held that those who preach a heretical gospel “should be accursed.” (Gal. 1:9) He was not a man without love. He said: “For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.” (Rom. 9:3) And he said: “Let all your things be done with charity.” (1 Cor. 16:14) A preacher today should learn from Paul (1 Cor. 11:1), not watching people’s faces but answering only to the Lord, for one day we must all give account to the Lord before the judgment seat of Christ. (2 Cor. 5:10) Only those preachers who do not fear the powerful and dare to preach the pure gospel are the Lord’s true disciples, for they believe the Lord’s words “are spirit, and they are life” (John 6:63), and can bring eternal life to all who believe. (John 5:39)
V. The Rationale of Preaching the Holy Word
B. The Power to Preach the Holy Word
In the Greek language, “Holy Spirit” and “wind” are the same word. There is a difference between a light breeze and a hurricane. Among those who preach the gospel, not everyone has the same measure of the Holy Spirit’s power. The Lord Jesus’ preaching in those days differed from the scribes’ teaching. The disciple Matthew made this comment on the Lord’s preaching: “For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.” (Matt. 7:29) If a preacher would have the authority and power of the Lord in preaching the holy word, he must satisfy these several conditions:
1. Praying much
The Lord Jesus made much of prayer. He often went to the Mount of Olives to pray. (Luke 22:39–42) Honoured as He was as the Son of God, He also held that a devil could be cast out only by prayer (Mark 9:29); we can see that any preacher must pray much before he will have the Holy Spirit’s power. The prophet Isaiah said: “Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: but they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.” (Isa. 40:30–31) Whoever would renew his strength through prayer must be a righteous person, for Scripture says it is the power sent out by a righteous person’s prayer that avails much. (James 5:16) A righteous person is one who does righteousness. Righteousness is “The right” — that is, God’s will. So a preacher who is a righteous person will surely pray according to God’s will (1 John 5:14) and not ask amiss. (James 4:3) One prayer by a righteous person according to God’s will (James 5:18) avails more than a sinner’s long fasting and praying. (2 Sam. 12:16–18) So prayer is not a means by which a preacher gets power, but the showing of a good relationship between the preacher and God. The prayer of one whose relationship with God is good need not use many words, for sometimes “silence surpasses sound.” (Rom. 8:26) The prayer of one whose relationship with God is not good is useless however much it is repeated, for sometimes it is truly a case of “when words do not agree, half a sentence is too many.” (Prov. 28:9)
2. Suffering for God
When the Lord suffered on the cross He brought a criminal to repent and turn to Him. (Luke 23:42–43) We can see that suffering for God has the benefit of “the Spirit of God resting upon” one. (1 Pet. 4:14) The Holy Spirit is the source of power. In those days Samson was bound by the Jews and handed over to the Philistines as a hostage. In his suffering the Holy Spirit was with him, and in the end he broke free of the ropes and with the jawbone of an ass easily killed a thousand of the enemy. (Judg. 15:14–15) Daniel too suffered for God in the lions’ den, and in the end God sent an angel to shut the lions’ mouths. (Dan. 6:22) Paul and Silas too suffered for God in the prison at Philippi, and in the end the earth shook greatly, the prison doors flew open, the chains fell off, and they brought the jailer’s whole household to believe in the Lord. (Acts 16:25–30) In those days the writer suffered while preaching the gospel in Southern California, and in the end, when the car broke down and the purse was empty, after laying hands on the car and praying I experienced the miracle of the car being healed. We can see that every preacher who suffers for God (1 Pet. 2:21) surely has “signs following, confirming the word” he preaches. (Mark 16:20)
3. Preaching God’s word
In those days the Lord appeared to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus and explained the Scriptures to them. (Luke 24:27) In the end those two disciples were revived in spiritual life and turned back to serve the Lord. (Luke 24:32–33) We can see that preaching God’s word avails much, for “the unfolding of God’s words gives light and gives understanding to the simple.” (Ps. 119:130) A good preacher is like a good doctor who knows how to use good medicine. In fact what makes the patient well is medicine that works, not a doctor who holds a licence. In the same way, what can save the sinner is a message that holds the true way, not a preacher who has learning. A doctor must know his pharmacology well; a preacher must know God’s word well. (2 Cor. 3:6) Philip knew God’s word well, and so he brought the Ethiopian eunuch to the Lord. (Acts 8:35–38) Peter knew the gospel well, and so at one sermon three thousand people believed in the Lord. (Acts 2:37–41) David knew the art of the sling well, and so at the mere lifting of his hand he could strike the giant Goliath dead. (1 Sam. 17:49) God’s word is the sharp weapon in the preacher’s hand for overcoming the enemy. (Rev. 12:11) The Lord too used this sharp weapon to overcome the devil’s three temptations. (Luke 4:4–13)
V. The Rationale of Preaching the Holy Word
C. Knowledge of the Holy Word
Scripture is God’s inspiration instructing a person how he may receive salvation (2 Tim. 3:15–16), and is the information a preacher must truly understand. In explaining God’s word a preacher must keep the following several principles:
1. Being faithful to the original sense of Scripture
The Chinese Bible was translated from the Hebrew of the Old Testament and the Greek of the New. In the process of translating, some notions not according with the original sense of Scripture were bound to arise. A preacher should not pass on an error as it was passed to him, but should be faithful to the original sense of Scripture when he expounds it.
The original sense of the word “priest” in 1 Peter 2:9 of the Chinese Bible is “the priestly function.” (Priesthood) What the Lord gave in the New Testament church is “some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers” (Eph. 4:11), and no “priest.” A Christian has the responsibility of offering up to God the sacrifice of “praise,” of “doing good” and of “giving” (Heb. 13:15–16), but not the standing of an Old Testament priest. Because my wife often worked the night shift, the writer, when our children were small, often cared for them at night as a mother would. Though the writer did a mother’s work, I was still not a mother. In the same way, those Christians who fulfil priestly responsibilities are not Old Testament priests, for the ordinances of the Old Testament were brought to an end when Christ came. (Heb. 9:10–11) If Christians all understood this reasoning, then the church would not have the saying “all the people are priests,” nor goats “walking abreast with the shepherd.”
2. Neither adding to nor taking from God’s word
Eve, the first mother of mankind, was the first person to add to God’s word. To God’s command not to “eat” the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Gen. 2:17) [the source prints Genesis 2:7 for Genesis 2:17] she added the content “neither shall ye touch it.” (Gen. 3:3) Afterwards, because she was not faithful to God’s word, she sinned and fell. The New International Version (NIV) of Scripture added the word “Away” beyond the original sense at Genesis 27:39 and so denied the blessing God gave Esau. Rashi, the commentator on the Pentateuch, held that the “fatness of the earth” God gave Esau (Gen. 27:39) means “the Greek part of Italy” (Graeca Magna), while modern translators hold that the “fatness of the earth” had already been given to Jacob (Gen. 27:28) and so was not given to Esau. So they added the word “Away” and changed the blessing God gave Esau. Scripture calls such a practice a “lie.” (Prov. 30:5–6) Happily the Chinese Bible’s rendering at Genesis 27:39 is faithful to the original sense of Scripture; but elsewhere there are verses not fully translated. For instance the word “restoreth” in Psalm 23:3 belongs to the “Piel” tense of the Hebrew verb, which expresses the sense of “intensifying and repeating,” yet the Chinese Bible left out the sense of “restores the soul again and again.” The rendering of the Jewish commentator Rabbi Hirsch (S. R. Hirsch) is: “Again and again He restores my soul.” Modern scholars, thinking themselves right, have cut the sense of “again and again” out of King David’s “restoring of the soul,” and so mislead others and harm themselves. (Rev. 22:19)
3. Expounding Scripture by the whole of Scripture
In the story of “the blind men feeling the elephant” we see the one-sidedness of the blind men’s knowledge of the elephant. Many times what a person says is not wrong, yet neither is it wholly right. A preacher’s knowledge of certain truths of Scripture often has a slant to it. A humble person will pursue a full knowledge of Scripture, while whoever is not humble will choose the attitude of the blind men feeling the elephant, and take foolish argument for “holding fast the truth.” Today many people mistake “justification” for “being saved.” If whoever is justified is already saved, then why does Scripture still say to “work out your own salvation” (Phil. 2:12) and to “grow thereby unto salvation”? (1 Pet. 2:2) And why does Scripture say: “For we are saved by hope” (the Greek word for “hope” is in the Dative Case, expressing means — Instrumentality)? (Rom. 8:24) By the revelation of the whole of Scripture, “justification” (Rom. 3:23), “sanctification” (Rom. 6:22) and “the redemption of the body” (Rom. 8:23) together are the whole process of the saving of a person’s soul.
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D. The Art of Preaching the Holy Word
Because our God attended to art when He created the world (Gen. 1:31), people in the world today all make much of art. Whoever arranges flowers attends to the art of flower arranging. Whoever cooks attends to the art of the kitchen. The preacher likewise attends to the art of proclaiming. Though proclaiming lies in power (1 Cor. 2:4), neither can it be without wisdom. (Col. 1:28) Paul said: “But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom.” (1 Cor. 2:7) God’s wisdom takes in both the content of the proclamation and the method of delivering it. The writer holds that whoever proclaims must have these three insights when he preaches:
1. The content of the sermon must suit the occasion
Peter’s sermon at Pentecost suited the occasion very well, and so its fruit was excellent. (Acts 2:37) At that time everyone was greatly amazed at the wonder of the Holy Spirit’s descending. (Acts 2:7) So Peter began from signs and wonders and went on to speak of the signs and wonders Jesus did (Acts 2:22), and in the end three thousand people resolved that day to turn to the Lord. (Acts 2:41) The content of preaching must match the time and the hearers’ need before it can bring forth better fruit. Today not a few preachers use old sermon manuscripts past their date, or preach from manuscripts they have bought, and so the fruit of their proclaiming is often poor because it does not match the congregation’s need. Once a member of a large denomination was puzzled because the bishop’s sermon that day had the same content as the senior pastor’s manuscript the previous Sunday. Had that member known that both preachers’ manuscripts came from the same sermon-selling agency, his respect for preachers thereafter would surely have been discounted.
2. The content of the sermon must be substantial and concise
Preaching is delivering God’s message to people. (2 Cor. 5:20) In delivering God’s message one must say something of substance, and say it in order. A preacher must have a theme and an outline for the sermon before he can reach this aim. At the beginning of a sermon he should first tell the hearers how important the message is, and catch their attention with an opening of strong appeal. Consider Paul’s sermon to the people of Jerusalem before he was seized in those days. He spoke in Hebrew and used his having been a student of Gamaliel as his opening, and so caught the hearers’ attention (Acts 22:1–3); for the hearers were very curious why a “Jew born abroad” could speak Hebrew and had become a student of the famous teacher Gamaliel. When the hearers are willing to listen, the preacher should concentrate his fire and deliver the message in the brief form of “what,” “Why” and “How.” After preaching he must also make a summary of the message, to help the hearers understand and remember. In preaching, a preacher must be clear about the message God has entrusted to him; he cannot be like Abraham going out from Ur, “not knowing whither he went.” (Heb. 11:8)
3. Bringing people from the known into the unknown
The principle of education is to bring a person from where he already knows into a realm he does not yet know. That is why there is the saying “a journey of a thousand li begins beneath the feet,” and the system of primary school first and then middle school, high school and university. Because the things of the kingdom of heaven are often rather abstract (Luke 17:21) and not seen by sight (2 Cor. 5:7), a preacher must use examples people already know to let them understand the reasoning they do not yet know. In those days the Lord Jesus used the example of the “good Samaritan” to help a lawyer understand the answer to “who is my neighbour” (Luke 10:36–37), and used the parables of the “lost sheep,” the “lost coin” and the “prodigal son” to tell the Pharisees why the Lord would receive sinners and eat with them. (Luke 15:1–32) We can see that a preacher’s use of examples in delivering a message is wise, and accords with the teaching of Scripture. But a preacher must understand that the purpose of telling an example is to make the truth plain, and not to entertain the hearers.
“Proceeding in order, step by step” is another principle a preacher must understand and follow. A preacher’s message must “go in deep and come out plain” before people can understand it. A “lofty and profound” message will leave people “gazing up at a high mountain.” When the writer was learning Hebrew in those days, because the teacher used a method of teaching no grammar and only reading the Hebrew Bible, the writer thereafter kept a respectful distance from the subjects that teacher taught. To make the reasoning plain and appealing is an art a preacher ought to learn and a duty he ought to fulfil.
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E. The Preacher’s Testimony
The fruit of a message is affected by the witness of the preacher’s life, and so a bald man will find it hard to sell “hair tonic.” “Teaching by one’s person” is the ground of “teaching by one’s words.” The preaching of a preacher whose testimony is not good will damage the spread of the gospel. A preacher needs a testimony in the following several respects when he preaches:
1. The testimony of doing the word himself
If a preacher teaches people to do the word (James 1:22) and yet does not do it himself (Matt. 23:3), he becomes a “Pharisee.” So Paul earnestly charged Timothy to have the testimony of being an example of the believers. (1 Tim. 4:12) A preacher who preaches a message he has not carried out himself will feel he falls short. And a preacher who feels he falls short cannot rightly divide the word of truth. (2 Tim. 2:15) Such a preacher’s preaching amounts to teaching a Chinese-language class. Of course a preacher is not a perfect person (Rom. 3:10), but even an imperfect person ought to have the testimony of repenting and turning back. The preaching of a preacher who stays just as he was carries no power to persuade.
2. The testimony of fellowship with God
The message of one who has the experience of fellowship with God can make the hearers feel it is real. The apostle Peter said to the brothers and sisters of the church: “For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.” (2 Pet. 1:16) When Paul preached at Jerusalem in those days he also told the people his real experience of meeting the Lord Jesus on the road to Damascus. (Acts 22:5–16) Elder Yung Wu, when preaching, also spoke many times of how the Lord healed his cancer. Because a real experience of fellowship with the Lord is the Holy Spirit’s work in our own time — a present-day “Acts of the Disciples” — it can move the hearers greatly. I still remember that some years ago, when the writer heard Brother 許路加’s testimony of how the Red Guards had smashed his front teeth and crushed the bones of his fingers because he held fast his faith, I was so moved that I could not speak for weeping. The spiritual life of one who has the testimony of fellowship with the Lord is real, fresh and holy. Scripture says: “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” (1 John 1:7) Only a preacher who has the experience of fellowship with the Lord can become a fruitful messenger of the gospel. (Acts 22:15)
3. The experience of suffering for the Lord
Whoever suffers for the Lord will surely have the Spirit of God’s glory resting upon him. (1 Pet. 4:14) Only because the Lord’s Spirit is upon him does a preacher have power (Zech. 4:6), and so a preacher must have the experience of suffering. Scripture says: “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” (2 Tim. 3:12) This verse says that whoever has not been persecuted is one who has not lived godly in the Lord. The Lord Jesus said: “If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you.” (John 15:19–20) Since the Lord Jesus said that everyone who belongs to Him and not to the world will be persecuted, then any preacher who has never been persecuted is truly one of those who run with the world in its filth, or who do not belong to the Lord.
The persecution a preacher suffers sometimes comes from a government that withstands God (Acts 12:1–2), sometimes from the authority of a false religion (Acts 9:1–2), sometimes from false believers in the church who have not been born again and saved (2 Tim. 4:14; 1 Tim. 1:19–20), and sometimes from an alliance of the government, a false religion and an “angel of light.” (2 Cor. 11:14) The Lord Jesus Himself was put to death by Pilate together with Herod, the chief priests and the traitor Judas. In communist countries the persecution a preacher suffers may come from outside the church. In the free world the persecution a preacher suffers may come from inside the church, for the world has already entered today’s church. Only a preacher who has passed through affliction can preach God’s message of comfort to those in affliction. (2 Cor. 1:4)
VI. The Rationale of Matching the Name to the Reality
A. The Form of a Good Disciple
“Matching the name to the reality” is having the name answer to the substance; otherwise it becomes “hanging up a sheep’s head and selling dog meat.” In the Lord’s church there are the three names “disciple,” “deacon” and “elder.” A “disciple” is also called a “Christian.” A disciple with a special mission from the Lord is also called an “apostle.” A “deacon” is one who meets the qualifications of Scripture and is chosen to hold office in serving the Lord. “Deacon” comes from the same Greek word as “serve” in the text of John 12:26. Today some churches choose committee members without keeping to the standard of Scripture’s qualifications for a deacon, and give them the fine name of “executive co-worker” or “director.” An elder is a responsible person of high virtue and standing; the apostle John calls such men “fathers” (Fathers). (1 John 2:14) John also calls those who have newly become disciples “little children” (Little child), and calls those who take part in service in the church “young men” (Young men). (1 John 2:13) All three of the above must meet the standard of Scripture for the name to match the reality; otherwise a “disciple” becomes a “believer” unwilling to obey God, a “deacon” turns into a “director” that anyone may be, and an “elder” is simply the “senior” who joined the church earliest.
A. The Form of a Good Disciple
The aim of the Lord’s Great Commission is that all people should be the Lord’s disciples. (Matt. 28:19) A disciple is also a believer, but a believer is not necessarily a disciple, for some who believe do not yet have a saving faith. Scripture says: “Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.” (James 2:19) Whoever would be the Lord’s disciple must satisfy these several conditions:
1. Being joined to the Lord
When the Lord committed the Great Commission to His disciples He wanted them to baptize those willing to be His disciples. (Matt. 28:19) The result of baptism is being joined to the Lord. (Rom. 6:3–5) Being joined to the Lord is having the Lord’s Spirit in one’s heart (Eph. 3:17; Acts 2:38) and being joined into Christ. (Gal. 3:27) The conditions of baptism are believing that Jesus is the Son of God and repenting from the heart. (Acts 2:36–38) The ground of repentance is knowing that the definition of sin is “rebellion,” “missing the target of a life that glorifies God,” and “the punishment got by offending against the conscience.” (Ps. 32:1–2) True repentance can bring forth fruit answering to a repentant heart. (Matt. 3:8) Because only whoever is joined to the Lord is one saved (John 15:5–6; Rom. 8:9), whoever is not born again cannot be called a disciple of the Lord.
2. Walking with the Lord
A “disciple” is one willing to give up his life and follow the Lord. The Lord Jesus said: “And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy to be my disciple.” (Matt. 10:38) Whoever follows the Lord must deny himself before he can follow the Lord to the end. While the Lord was still in the world, not a few believers who had come for the bread left Him. The Lord asked Peter whether he too wished to leave. Peter answered: “Lord, thou hast the words of eternal life; to whom shall I go?” (John 6:68) Here we see that the purpose of following the Lord should be to receive eternal life and not to have the needs of the body met. Of course God will also supply a person’s bodily needs, but receiving material blessing must give way to receiving spiritual blessing. (Matt. 6:33) The Lord does not like people following Him for material things (John 6:26–27). He wants a person to deny himself, take up his cross and follow the Lord. (Matt. 16:24) To deny oneself is to lay down one’s own opinion and do what the Lord commands (Luke 5:5), and to live out the Lord’s life. (Gal. 2:20)
3. Being like the Lord
Because the disciples had the mark of being in the Lord’s likeness, the disciples at Antioch in those days were called Christians by others. (Acts 11:26) Afterwards the disciples felt this “nickname” was not bad, and so from then on they called themselves “Christians.” This is like the way the name of the “United Methodist Church” arose. Methodist means “one who makes much of method.” In his early days of preaching the gospel John Wesley attended closely to method, and so the people of that time called him and his fellow workers “men of method” (Methodist). Since they liked this nickname, after they founded a church they named the church the “Church of the Men of Method.” (Methosdist Church) The believers of the Methodist Church were originally those who made much of method, while Christians were originally those who were like Christ. Only whoever is like Christ can be called a Christian, and only he is a disciple of the Lord whose name matches the reality.
VI. The Rationale of Matching the Name to the Reality
B. The Form of a Good Deacon
The aged apostle John once called deacons “young men” (Young man). He said: “I write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked one.” (1 John 2:13) In fact such “young men” are the spiritual “young people” who can overcome the wicked one. According to the Greek-English Lexicon, the Greek of that word may be rendered “young man” (Young man) or “servant” (Servant). Among the examples of the word in the sense of “servant” in the Greek lexicon are the “young men” who buried Ananias’ wife. (Acts 5:10) The original sense of “young men” (Young men) is: “the younger” or “those who serve.” By right, those in charge of the funeral arrangements in the church of that day should have been deacons and not “young men.”
The sense of the Greek for “deacon” is “a servant” (Mark 10:43), and its work is still “serving the Lord.” (John 12:26) A deacon has passed the stage of spiritual life of the “little child” (1 John 2:13), and so should have the following several qualities of spiritual life if he is to suit his standing:
1. Understanding the Lord’s call
Deacons arose in the early church to look after the supply for the widows, so that the twelve apostles could give themselves to prayer and preaching. (Acts 6:1–4) The Lord calls out apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers for full-time service (Eph. 4:11), while the work of a deacon is one every grown believer who is no longer a “little child” (Little Child) ought to take part in. Paul once said, “Who then is Paul? He is nothing but a servant” (1 Cor. 3:5), the sense of his words being: Paul is no more than a servant of the Lord, nothing to make much of. The responsibility of the seven deacons chosen by the early church at that time was only to manage the matter of “supply.” (Acts 6:3) “Supply” and “deacon” are the same Greek word. (Acts 6:1; Luke 8:3) The work proper to a deacon serving in the church today is to see to the church’s matters of supply well, and not to be the church’s “steward-in-chief.” If someone without spiritual depth and without the Lord’s call becomes the chairman of the board of the church, then the house of God (1 Tim. 3:15) will, because the members are not each in their own place (1 Cor. 12:18), degenerate from “the body of the Lord” (Eph. 1:23) into an “institution of man.”
2. Having a pure motive
To be a deacon is to receive God’s call to come out and serve the Lord. To contend for the office of deacon in order to make a show or to press for equality between men and women is wrong. The early church did not choose women as deacons (Acts 6:5), for in the culture of that time a woman was not suited to be a head. (Eph. 5:23) The original word behind “deaconess” in the Chinese Bible (1 Tim. 3:11) is “women.” That word is rendered “wives” (Wives) in English versions of Scripture. As for the saying that Phoebe (Phoebe) was a “deaconess” (Rom. 16:1), that is the Chinese Bible’s way of rendering it. The Authorized Version renders it “servant” (Servant). From the letter the Roman emperor Trajan (Trajan) received from his subordinate Pliny (Pliny) we know that the early church had no deaconesses. The letter says: “To find out the truth, I tortured two ‘women ministers’ (Minister). They disclosed the reasons they had been chosen to serve: first, because the men and women believers could not be mixed together; second, because the church needed to send older women to teach and visit the younger women believers. Their service was the same as the men deacons’, only they were not called deacons, nor were they allowed to preach.” (1 Tim. 2:12; 1 Cor. 14:34) The two women ministers mentioned in the letter served the Lord faithfully without regard for standing, and their spirit is to be admired.
3. Being filled with the Holy Spirit
Being filled with the Holy Spirit is the first condition of being a deacon. (Acts 6:3) The ground of being filled with the Holy Spirit is obeying God. (Acts 5:32) Only whoever does God’s will has an unwounded conscience (Acts 23:1; 24:16) and can serve God according to God’s mind. (2 Tim. 2:15; 2 Tim. 1:3) Such a person can hold fast the true way (1 Tim. 3:9) and preach the gospel with zeal. (Acts 21:8) Being filled with the Holy Spirit is a change of life (Gal. 2:20), not an improvement in the skills of service. (1 Cor. 13:1–3) Whoever is filled with the Holy Spirit understands the reasoning that work is not the same as life (Matt. 7:22–23), that learning cannot take the place of power (1 Cor. 2:4), and that what one likes oneself is not the same as God’s will. (Phil. 3:7) Whoever is filled with the Holy Spirit is a person who can bring people to the Lord (Acts 8:38–39) and is willing to deny himself for God’s glory. (Acts 7:55–57)
VI. The Rationale of Matching the Name to the Reality
C. The Form of a Good Elder
The sense of the Greek for “elder” is “one older in years” or “one in the office of an elder.” The office of elder already existed in Moses’ day. (Num. 11:24) In King Solomon’s day the elders, the chiefs and the heads of the fathers’ houses each had their own office. (1 Kings 8:1) During the exile the Jews set elders in every city. (Ezra 10:14) After the return from exile the elders of the Jews became members of the “Sanhedrins,” that is, the “council.” (Matt. 10:17) In the New Testament age the apostle Paul appointed elders in every church (Acts 14:23) and also charged Titus to set elders in every city. (Titus 1:5) Because the responsibility of an elder at that time was to oversee the church (Titus 1:7), an elder was also called an overseer. (Overseer) “Elder” speaks of “standing,” while “overseer” speaks of “function.” (1 Tim. 3:1) So an overseer is an elder. (Acts 20:17, 28) By the second century after our Lord, the church, as need arose, chose a head of the elders and called him “bishop” (Bishop). In the medieval period the bishop degenerated into a “feudal lord” (Feudal lord), and from that time the elder was given the Chinese title 神父, “Father” (Priest). The English “Priest” is a shortening of “Presbyter” (elder). So to call an “elder” (Priest) a “father” is far from the original sense. By the teaching of Scripture, whoever would be an elder should have the following qualities:
1. Being filled with the Holy Spirit
If whoever would be a deacon needs to be filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 6:3), then whoever would be an elder needs it all the more. (Num. 11:25) The elders of the early church all had the experience of suffering for the Lord (1 Pet. 5:1), and so the Spirit of God rested upon them continually. (1 Pet. 4:14) Their being able to “rule well” and to “labour in the word and doctrine” issued from the gift of the Holy Spirit. (1 Tim. 5:17) Their character of being “blameless” (1 Tim. 3:2) is likewise a fruit of the Holy Spirit. Their power to “convince the gainsayers” (Titus 1:9) comes from the Holy Spirit. An elder filled with the Holy Spirit is built up by God’s word (Acts 20:32) and has let the doctrine of Christ dwell in his heart richly. (Col. 3:16)
2. Being an example to the flock
The apostle Peter urged those who were elders with him to be good examples to the flock. (1 Pet. 5:1–3) If whoever would be a deacon ought to be an example of the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity (1 Tim. 4:6, 12), then whoever would be an elder ought to be so all the more. The Lord Jesus is the “great shepherd” of the flock (Heb. 13:20), while the elder is the “shepherd” entrusted by the great Shepherd. (Eph. 4:11) So an elder should “lead” the way in front of the sheep (Ps. 23:2) and should not fall in behind them. An elder who falls in behind the sheep will find it hard to win the people over. Not long ago the writer spoke at a missions annual meeting in a Chinese church. There I heard the voice of “sheep” who were displeased that a certain elder had not attended that weekend’s meetings. Every elder ought to be like Paul: not only following Christ, but also becoming an example for others to follow. (1 Cor. 11:1)
3. Practising the truth
Paul warned Titus, in setting up elders, to choose those who could “hold fast the faithful word as he hath been taught.” (Titus 1:9) An elder should hold fast the principles of Scripture in everything. In laying hands on someone he must not show favour. (1 Tim. 5:22) An elder so appointed must shepherd God’s flock (1 Pet. 5:2) and must be “the husband of one wife.” (1 Tim. 3:2) But in this present age there are some “elders” who do no shepherding work and some who cannot be the “head” at home (Eph. 5:23) or in the church. (1 Cor. 14:35) Some are ordained elders in the same way even though their children have not yet believed in the Lord. (Titus 1:6) The church of this present age has been hijacked by popular opinion. So long as one can please the voters, anyone at all may be elected. According to the newest survey material: today in America only 7% are people born again and saved who look for the Lord’s coming again; those who count themselves born again and saved yet do not fully believe Scripture make up 39%; nominal Christians make up 40%; and those who do not believe in the Lord make up 14%. By this proportion, an ordinary church may have only 7% of its members who will stand on the side of the truth at the critical moment. In such a case, every godly elder (2 Tim. 3:12) should be ready at any time to walk in Christ’s steps. (1 Pet. 2:21)
VII. The Rationale of Judging Matters by the Word
A. Keeping What Is Fine in the Culture
By the definition of the nineteenth-century anthropologist Edward B. Tylor, culture is the whole body of human knowledge, belief, art, morals, law, custom and habit. By the revelation of Scripture, culture means “the course of this world”. (Eph. 2:2) Ever since the first parents of mankind sinned, sin entered the world (Rom. 5:12) and the world “lies under the power of the evil one.” (1 John 5:19) So the culture of those not born again and saved is a culture that follows evil spirits and gives free rein to private desire. (Eph. 2:2–3) Because those who do not believe in God have had the eyes of their hearts blinded by the god of this world (2 Cor. 4:4), God bears with their ignorance and for the present does not call them to account. (Acts 17:30) A believer today who walks in the light (1 John 1:7) should not follow the customs of the world (Lev. 20:23), for the customs of the world are vain. (Jer. 10:3) A Christian today who has been born again and saved should have the following knowledge of Chinese culture:
1. Customs that change with the wind
The wind is what the people like, and custom is what the people do by habit. What people like spreads by contagion and becomes a prevailing wind; what people do by habit falls behind the times and looks vulgar; and so the customs of Chinese culture are in constant movement. The early Chinese revered the Lord on high. In the Book of Odes edited by Confucius there is the line “There is the sovereign Lord on high.” The courteous and righteous manners of the early Chinese people had already been replaced in the Spring and Autumn and Warring States period by a policy of a tooth for a tooth, and so the teachings of Confucius and Mencius were hard for the several states of that time to accept. In the early Han the need for rest and recovery led the Chinese to accept the thought of Laozi with its rule by non-action. Afterwards the disorder of war gave the Chinese the Buddhist thought of turning away from worldly life and holding all things to be empty. In modern times the bullying of foreign powers and the times in which the people could not make a living gave the Chinese the frame of mind that struggling against heaven and earth and against people is endless joy. In the pursuit of present wealth and strength the Chinese have again invented the notion that a cat that catches mice is a good cat. In fact every one of the changes of notion above issues from a person’s not submitting to God and using his own methods, in his own eyes right, to solve the various problems of life. (Judg. 21:25)
2. The wisdom of discarding the chaff and keeping what is fine
The prevailing wind the Chinese honour changes with the age. The ancients tended toward learning well in order to hold office; people today are eager to strive after money. “Learning well” and “striving” are both good; what is not good is that in striving for “office” and “money” they lose the purpose a life ought to have. (Isa. 43:7) Chinese culture must have its chaff discarded and what is fine kept. Taking only Zhu Bailu’s “Family Instructions of Master Zhu” of the Ming dynasty as an example, the writer points out below some of the finest notions in Chinese culture, close to the revelation of Scripture:
Have the diligent habit of rising early (Prov. 31:15): “Rise at daybreak, sprinkle and sweep the courtyard, and let all be clean within and without.” Hold to one husband and one wife (Gen. 2:24): “A beautiful maidservant and a charming concubine are no joy of the inner chamber.” Care for one’s own kin (1 Tim. 5:8): “Poor kin and neighbours must be warmly relieved; among brothers, uncles and nephews, those with plenty must share with those who have little.” Honour and be filial to one’s parents (Eph. 6:3): “Whoever treats his parents meanly is no son.” Do not covet wealth (1 Tim. 3:8) or be drunk with wine (Eph. 5:18): “Covet no wealth that comes from beyond your due; drink no wine beyond your measure.” Speak little idle talk (Prov. 17:27; Eccl. 5:2): “In dealing with the world beware of many words; where words are many, something is surely lost.” Do not envy (Gal. 5:26) or gloat over calamity (Prov. 24:17): “When others have a joyful occasion, let no envious heart arise; when others have a misfortune, let no gloating heart arise.” See one’s own wrong first (Matt. 7:3): “When a matter brings strife, how do you know the wrong is not mine?” Do not parade one’s merit (Matt. 6:1) or forget kindness received (Ps. 103:2): “Give a favour and think no more of it; receive a kindness and never forget it.” Hold peace to be precious (Prov. 15:16): “Where the household is at peace and in accord, though there be not food enough to go round, there is joy to spare.” Zhu Bailu’s teaching is a “broken light” the Chinese received from God; it is the common ground of all who seek the truth (John 3:21), a bright and upright inheritance of culture, and something for the Chinese people to be proud of.
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B. A New View of Politics
By the definition of Webster’s international dictionary, “politics” (Politics) is the science of government. (Science of government: dealing with the control of men living in society.) A preacher is not a monk, and so he is bound to face politics. For some to face politics with an attitude of paying it no attention is unrealistic. In those days the Lord Jesus, facing the question of whether the poll tax should be paid, still decided not to offend the government and paid the tax money. (Matt. 17:24–27) On the other hand, for some to go the opposite way and engage in political activity is also improper. In those days the Lord Jesus said to Pilate: “If my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.” (John 18:36) In facing politics a preacher must have these two understandings that accord with the principles of Scripture:
1. A preacher should give himself to preaching the gospel and not engage in politics
A preacher is the “ambassador” of the kingdom of heaven stationed in an earthly kingdom (2 Cor. 5:20), and should not engage in political subversion in another country. In those days Paul never led church people in a march to protest the Roman government’s system of slavery. That some preachers today take Moses seeing Pharaoh and Esther seeing King Ahasuerus as their scriptural ground for political activity is very forced. In those days Esther went to seek audience with the one in power personally, for the lives of God’s chosen people (Esth. 7:3) [the source prints 帖7:3 here], and not to lead a crowd to bring pressure on the one in power. In those days when Moses, at God’s command, went to tell Pharaoh to let the Israelites leave Egypt, he took only his brother Aaron with him. He did not stir up the congregation of Israel to protest against Pharaoh’s tyranny. In those days when the Jews wanted to force Jesus to come out as a political leader, Jesus “departed again into a mountain himself alone.” (John 6:15) A disciple who belongs to the Lord today should enter into the heart of Jesus Christ (Phil. 1:8) and not give himself to changing the kingdoms of earth into the likeness of the kingdom of heaven, for this is not God’s plan. (2 Pet. 3:7) Many years ago the Catholic bishops in the Central American country of Nicaragua, wanting to change society, accepted a “theology of revolution,” and in the end were sharply rebuked by Pope Paul II.
The right direction for the church is to preach the gospel (Mark 16:15) and make all people the Lord’s disciples. (Matt. 28:19) Pastor Jerry Forwell of Virginia in America said: “Over the past fifty-seven years I have planted fifty-four branch churches. My main church has twenty-four thousand members. I have trained pastors all over America in how to encourage Christians to take part in elections. So everyone who has received the training will elect to office only those who make much of life and hold homosexuality to be wrong.” He declared: “In the district where his church stands, only those who fear God have any possibility of being elected to office.” From this we can see that many people turning to the Lord accomplishes more than loud protest.
2. A preacher should seek the peace that is in Christ
Today not a few people oppose war indiscriminately on the ground that they love peace, and so become the vanguard of the powers of darkness. The notion that “whoever loves peace is a good person and whoever loves to fight is a scoundrel” is mistaken. If it were so, then people ought to curse Yue Fei roundly and reopen the case in Qin Hui’s favour. A preacher must understand these two things:
a) War cannot be avoided. The Lord Jesus said: “For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom” (Matt. 24:7), and said also: “I came not to send peace on earth, but a sword.” (Matt. 10:34) Though the Lord taught people to make peace (Matt. 5:9), He never taught people to oppose all war. Were the Israelites’ war to enter Canaan and the Chinese people’s war of resistance against Japan both wrong? Has God no authority to use war to discipline (Judg. 2:14) and to punish (Exod. 17:13–14) the people He Himself made? Whoever opposes a righteous war is a spokesman for the powers of darkness.
b) Peace is the quietness that follows being reconciled. The Lord Jesus is the Prince of Peace. (Isa. 9:6) He came into the world so that the people of the world might, by faith, be at peace with God. (Rom. 5:1) A peace without faith and without a good relationship is empty talk. A preacher should make much of reconciling people to God and pursuing peace, for Scripture says: “If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.” (Rom. 12:18) Pursuing reconciliation is the way to resolve war by removing its cause — “drawing the firewood from under the cauldron.”
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C. Common Knowledge of the Spirit World
The Chinese believe there is a spirit world, and so they often say: “Lift your head, and three feet above there are the gods.” Scripture says: “God is a Spirit.” (John 4:24) Spirit is outside the material world. Though the materialist holds that the spirit world does not exist, when he faces a sudden trouble he will still often blurt out: “My heavens!” Qu Yuan said: “When a man is at the end of himself he turns back to his root.” “At the end” means the end of the road and not the end of one’s money. Scripture says: “Blessed are the poor in spirit (the poor in spirit): for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (Matt. 5:3) From this we can see that only whoever is poor in spirit can receive heaven’s help. Whoever is poor in spirit must, before receiving help, understand the following common knowledge of the spirit world:
1. Heaven and man made one
“Heaven” means the “Way.” This “Way” is the “constant Way” Laozi spoke of. Laozi said: “The Way that can be told is not the constant Way.” For Laozi, this Way was hard to state clearly. Scripture reveals: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” (John 1:1) Five hundred years after Laozi, this Way that “cannot be told” (Heaven, as people familiarly call Him) was “made flesh” (John 1:14), died for the sin of the people of the world (Isa. 53:12), then rose again (1 Cor. 15:4), ascended (Acts 1:9), and now dwells in the state of spirit in the heart of whoever believes. (Eph. 3:17) The condition for God’s Spirit to dwell in a person’s heart is “obeying God.” (Acts 5:32) The showing of obeying God is “repentance.” (Acts 2:38) The ground of repentance is understanding the definition of sin (Ps. 32:1–2) and having a true sincerity. (Luke 15:21) Since God’s Spirit is God’s word and is also life (John 6:63), whoever has God’s Spirit dwelling in his heart will surely obey God’s word. Since Scripture is God’s word (2 Pet. 1:20–21; 2 Tim. 3:16), whoever has God’s Spirit in his heart must accept the following doctrines of Scripture:
a) God can heal disease by a miracle (Mark 16:18), but the sovereign right is in God’s hand. (Phil. 2:27; 1 Cor. 11:30)
b) A Christian should rejoice always (Phil. 4:4), but should at times mourn over his own sin. (James 4:9)
c) Whoever is filled with the Holy Spirit will praise the Lord (Eph. 5:18–19), but those who praise the Lord and have favour with all the people and bring people to the Lord are the ones truly filled with the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:47)
d) Speaking in tongues is one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:28), but whoever speaks in tongues should “keep silence” in a meeting where there is no interpreter. (1 Cor. 14:28)
e) The Lord Jesus often healed when He met the sick (Luke 5:12–13), but He withdrew far from those hearers who came to be healed. (Luke 5:15–16)
2. When the light comes, the darkness is removed
The common saying goes, “Turning on a lamp is better than cursing the darkness,” the sense of which is that when the light comes the darkness is removed. God is the “true Light” (John 1:9) and also the source of a person’s life. (John 1:4) “Darkness” means the devil. (Luke 22:53) A person’s believing in the Lord is turning from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God. (Acts 26:18) One day “darkness” will perish in the lake of fire. (Rev. 20:10) This present age is still under the covering of “darkness” (1 John 5:19); only whoever follows the Lord Jesus can escape the rule of darkness (John 8:12) and drive darkness away. (Mark 16:17) Whoever would overcome darkness must understand the following doctrines of Scripture:
a) The devil is a fallen angel (Isa. 14:12–15) and can be driven out by a disciple (Acts 16:18), for the Lord who is in the disciple is greater than the devil. (1 John 4:4) The devil often tempts people (Matt. 4:1), harms people (Job 1:19) and makes people sick. (Matt. 17:18) A disciple must use the Lord’s name (Mark 16:17), fasting and prayer (Matt. 17:21), and the Lord’s precious blood (Rev. 12:11) if he is to overcome the devil.
b) Whoever has not been born again and believed in the Lord follows evil spirits. (Eph. 2:2) Among them are even some who let Satan into their hearts. (John 13:27; Acts 5:3) Such people often mix in among God’s church and become “ministers of righteousness” (2 Cor. 11:15), and often persecute the faithful messengers of the gospel. (2 Tim. 4:14; 3 John 9–10) Such people should be dealt with by being kept apart (1 Cor. 5:11), and whoever damages the church’s good name and is beyond all remedy must further be “put away” from among the congregation. (1 Cor. 5:1–2)
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D. The True Face of Buddhism
“Confucianism,” “Buddhism” and “Daoism” are the main currents that have shaped Chinese culture. “Confucianism” is a moral teaching that seeks benevolence and makes little of gain, while “Daoism” is a thought of non-action out of keeping with real life; only Buddhism’s hope of a “world of utmost bliss” greatly suits what the Chinese like. If the Chinese are to be brought to believe the gospel, the preacher must have the following knowledge of Buddhism:
1. The “Buddha” is no more than an “enlightened one”
By the explanation in the Zhongzheng Comprehensive Dictionary, 佛 (“Buddha”) is formed of 人 (“man”) and 弗. It takes 人 because a person does not see things clearly; it takes 弗 because the character 弗 carries the sense of what is not straight and of wanting to make it straight. The Indian word “Buddha” means “to awaken” or “to know.” So a “Buddha” is no more than “one who has been enlightened” (the Enlightened One). In those days, meditating under the bodhi tree, Sakyamuni came to an understanding of a way of release from the suffering of life. This makes plain that above the “Buddha” there is still One who reveals the truth. If the light Sakyamuni received belongs to the truth, then the One who revealed it at that time was Christ. (John 14:6) If the light Sakyamuni received was a doctrine that seems right and is not, then the one who revealed it at that time was a false god. (2 Cor. 11:14)
2. Buddhism is the work of later hands
Sakyamuni held that if a person will only accept the right view, aspiration, speech, conduct, livelihood, effort, thought and expectation, he can throw off desire and so be released from the suffering of life. Sakyamuni proclaimed his light for forty-five years and left no writing of any kind. Three hundred years after Sakyamuni’s death his teaching was gathered by his student Pali (Pali) into the Buddhist scriptures. A century later, at the second great council of Buddhism, the representatives, differing in opinion, split into the two schools of “the Great Vehicle” (Mahayana) and “the Lesser Vehicle” (Hinayana, or Theravada). A “vehicle” (Raft) is the boat that saves people out of the sea of suffering. The Great Vehicle’s requirements are broad — a great ship that saves all living beings out of the sea of suffering; the Lesser Vehicle’s requirements are strict — a small boat in which the lay believer is not qualified to take a seat. At that time the representatives not only exalted Sakyamuni as a bodhisattva (Bodhisatta), but also created such gods and buddhas as Maitreya (Maitreya), Tathagata (Manjusri), Guanyin (Avalokitesvara) and Samantabhadra (Samantabhadra). Afterwards the Great Vehicle school of Buddhism was brought into China, and in China these new creations arose:
a) The Pure Land school (The Pure Land School): one may be saved by faith. The showing of that faith is that the believer recites “Namo Amitabha Buddha” (Hail, Amitabha Buddha, that is: Praise infinite life and light) six thousand times a day.
b) The Chan school (The Intuitive School): one may be saved by the light received through meditation.
c) The Tiantai school (The Rationalist School): one is saved by reading and pondering the Lotus Sutra (Lotus Sutra).
d) The Esoteric school (The Mystery or True Word School): it claims a mysterious power of healing disease, changing one’s fortune and delivering souls.
3. The thought of Buddhism is purely human wisdom
Sakyamuni’s way of solving suffering is an unrealistic human theory. To have no desire can of course spare a person the suffering of seeking and not obtaining, but a person has no power to be “empty.” (Rom. 7:18) In fact the root of suffering is not necessarily desire, for not all desires are bad; that is why the Chinese have the saying “food and sex are of our nature.” The root of suffering is that a person has sinned and is unwilling to repent. After David sinned he said: “When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long.” (Ps. 32:3) Further, Sakyamuni’s doctrine of “emptiness” leaves an opening for the unclean spirit to take. (Luke 11:24–26) Besides suffering, a person has also the problem of death. (Heb. 9:27) Only Jesus Christ can truly solve a person’s problem of suffering (Isa. 53:4) and of death. (Rom. 6:23) Buddhism’s doctrine of “the wheel of rebirth” does not match the facts. If a bad person is to be born a pig or a dog in the next life, then how can the population of China today have grown to one billion three hundred million? The final aim of Buddhism is to reach the state of “Nirvana” (Nirvana). Can a Nirvana in which one loses one’s own existence be more to be longed for than the blessed place of heaven, where there is no sickness (Rev. 22:2), no suffering (Rev. 21:4) and no darkness? (Rev. 22:5)
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E. Following Up the Believer
The work of following up (Flowing up) means the teaching given to whoever has believed in the Lord. A believer who has not received suitable teaching will not only drift away (Heb. 2:1) but will also often make great mistakes. (1 Cor. 6:7) To preach the gospel without following up is like a monkey picking up coconuts — picking up many and keeping few. To make sure believers are not lost, a preacher must do well the work of following up at these three stages:
1. Following up after receiving the Lord: believing in the Lord is not a person merely having spiritual knowledge (James 2:19), but a person receiving the Lord into his heart (John 1:12) as sovereign. (Eph. 3:17) Whoever has raised a hand, stood up, or come to the front to pray and receive the Lord before others should receive the following teaching:
a) He must live out a Christian’s life. Whoever believes in the Lord must understand and apply the “spirit” of God’s word, for only the “spirit” can “give life.” That “spirit” is the original sense the Holy Spirit revealed. (2 Cor. 3:6) Whoever resolves to do God’s will will have the power to know that spirit. (John 7:17)
b) He must have an overcoming life. A believer must know that this world still “lies under the power of the evil one” (1 John 5:19), and that this wicked one is going about everywhere seeking whom he may devour. (1 Pet. 5:8) [the source prints 2 Peter 5:8 for 1 Peter 5:8] The existence of this wicked one, the devil, means a believer in this world will often face the problems of affliction (Rev. 2:10) and of weakness and falling. (Luke 22:31–32) A believer must repent continually (Luke 13:4–5) before he can become an overcomer. (Rev. 3:5)
c) He must have a Christian’s testimony. The Lord Jesus wants His disciples to live out the testimony of a life for Him. (John 15:27) It was by the testimony of a new life that Lazarus brought many people to the Lord. (John 12:11) The work of one without the testimony of a life is labour spent for nothing. (Acts 19:15–16) A believer must have the new life (2 Cor. 5:17), together with good works (Eph. 2:10), before his bearing witness for the Lord (Acts 1:8) will bear fruit. (Acts 2:46–47)
2. Following up before baptism
A Christian’s baptism is dying and living with Christ. (Rom. 6:2–8) Only one who is qualified can, through baptism, receive the Holy Spirit as a gift (Acts 2:38) and so belong to Christ. (Rom. 8:9) A preacher must guard in earnest the gate that only the qualified may be baptized; otherwise those not born again will flood the house of God (1 Tim. 3:15) like a tide of the world and bring disaster. By the revelation of Scripture, whoever is baptized must satisfy these two requirements:
a) Believing that Jesus is the Son of God. Peter was the first person to believe that Jesus is the Son of God. (Matt. 16:16) Believing that Jesus is the Son of God issues from the Holy Spirit’s moving (1 Cor. 12:3; Matt. 16:17) and rests on the fact of Jesus’ resurrection. (Rom. 1:4) Whoever truly believes that Jesus is the Son of God will have the will to be baptized (Acts 8:35–38; Acts 2:36–37), but not everyone with the will to be baptized has already believed that Jesus is the Son of God. (Acts 19:2)
b) Confessing sin and repenting from the heart. Whoever truly mends his ways will show sorrow over sin (James 4:8–9) and bring forth fruit answering to a repentant heart. (Matt. 3:8) Whoever confesses sin must know that Scripture’s definition of sin (Ps. 32:1–2) is “rebellion” (2 Kings 1:1), “missing the target” (Judg. 20:16) and “the punishment got by going against the conscience.” (Gen. 4:13) Whoever does not know what sin is and has not confessed sin from the heart belongs among those without a saving faith. (Mark 1:15)
3. Following up after baptism
Baptism is the act of a person being joined into Christ. (Gal. 3:27) Whoever turns to the Lord must serve the true God. (1 Thess. 1:9) Whoever serves God must begin as an apprentice, as Timothy did (Phil. 2:21–22), then grow to the point of being approved by all (1 Tim. 4:15), and then pass the pure doctrine on to “faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.” (2 Tim. 2:2) A believer after baptism will have zeal (Acts 18:25) and a heart that likes to learn. (John 6:45; Acts 18:26) He will be willing to learn to serve God from spiritual elders who have experience (Phil. 4:19), and so a preacher should train them in the actual work of service, as Barnabas in those days led Saul. (Acts 11:25–26)
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F. Building the Family
The family was established by God (Gen. 2:22–24) and is the pattern of the church. (1 Tim. 3:15) The Chinese have the saying about making the will sincere, setting the heart right, cultivating the person, ordering the family, governing the state and bringing peace to all under heaven; and Scripture too has the teaching that one must first rule his own house well before he can take care of the church. (1 Tim. 3:5) The building of the family is a subject the church today must make much of. A preacher must have the following understanding of this subject:
1. Returning to God’s rules
Today more than two thirds of families in Western society have ended in divorce. Chinese society too is following in those steps. According to a recent survey report, the divorce rate inside the American church is now slightly higher than outside it. The chief cause of families breaking is that people go their own way and do not keep the rules the Creator has set. Below are several rules whoever seeks a happy family must keep:
a) The husband should love his wife with God’s love (Eph. 5:25) and honour his wife. (1 Pet. 3:7)
b) The husband should bear the duty of caring for the family. (1 Tim. 5:8)
c) The wife should have God’s love (Titus 2:4), and should submit to (Titus 2:5) and help (Gen. 2:18) her husband.
d) Husband and wife should not defraud one another (1 Cor. 7:3–5), nor do what is unholy. (Eph. 5:3–5)
2. Not following the tide of the world
Scripture tells us the world is under the devil’s control (1 John 5:19) and is the bait the devil uses to contend with God for people’s hearts. (1 John 2:15) Whoever seeks a happy family must guard against these three baits of the devil:
Seeking a happy marriage by divorce and remarriage
The saying that “the neighbour’s grass is greener” or that “stolen water is sweeter” is the devil’s lie. Whoever will not fulfil his duty to keep a good relationship going, but looks to get a happy marriage by trading it in for a new one, belongs among the ignorant. Such a person is like one who buys a new car and does not maintain it, and then, when the car breaks down, trades it in for another. Such a person will pay a very great price for a moment’s pleasure of the flesh. Scripture says that what God has joined together let no man put asunder (Matt. 19:6), and that whoever puts away his wife and marries another, or marries her who is put away, commits adultery (Matt. 19:9), and whoever commits the sin of adultery cannot inherit the kingdom of God. (1 Cor. 6:9–10) Keeping a second woman in secret to satisfy private desire: with the advance of the computer, today’s world has become a global village. To satisfy private desire and to have a trustworthy “person of their own,” businessmen who cross borders now keep a second woman in every part of the world, and the practice is widespread; some “believers” are even caught in it and cannot pull themselves out. Scripture says: “Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife, and let every woman have her own husband.” (1 Cor. 7:2) The Greek words for “wife” and “husband” in this text are both singular. This shows that the system of “one husband, many wives” is not God’s will. Keeping a second woman is a thing God hates. (Mal. 2:16) Doing what one likes by homosexuality: burning in lust toward one’s own sex (Rom. 1:27) goes against the Creator’s will. God the Creator for the present “gives them up” (Rom. 1:26–27), but through the revelation of Scripture says: “They which commit such things are worthy of death” (Rom. 1:32), and says: “Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor catamites, nor Homosexuals, nor thieves, nor drunkards, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.” (1 Cor. 6:9–10) Such self-deceiving conduct, which does not grudge a heavy price, is most unwise.
3. Fulfilling one’s own part
The ancients said: “When wife and children are in accord, it is as the sounding of lute and harp.” (Odes, Xiaoya) When lute and harp are in harmony the way of the household is established; when brothers are friends the family’s work prospers. A good husband and a good wife fulfilling their duty and walking with the Lord every day is the secret of a happy family. Whoever fulfils his duty will keep the marriage covenant and always consider the other. Whoever considers the other turns criticism into the expressing of a feeling, and can receive the other’s shortcomings with love. Becoming a good husband, a good wife and a good child is the natural result of first becoming a good disciple of the Lord. (John 13:35)
VII. The Rationale of Judging Matters by the Word
G. The Levels of Devotion
The Greek original of “devotion” (Devotion) (sebasma) is rendered in the Chinese Bible at 2 Thessalonians 2:4 as “that is worshipped” and at Acts 17:23 as “what ye worship.” The Hebrew for “devotion” (Devotion) is rendered in the Chinese Bible at Job 15:4 as “fear” (the Authorized Version renders it Prayer), at Isaiah 40:25 as “equal to (the Holy One),” and at Proverbs 26:4 and Proverbs 27:15 as “like unto.” By the sense of the original words, devotion is the soul God made coming with a heart of fear before the Creator to pray and worship, and so being formed step by step into the image of the Holy One. This process of “training” in spiritual life may be divided into these three stages:
1. The beginning stage
This is the “infant stage” of one who has newly believed. (1 Cor. 3:1) Because one newly believing lacks the power to discern right from wrong (Phil. 1:10), he greatly needs the pure milk of the spirit. (1 Pet. 2:2) The three thousand who newly believed in the Lord in the early church all “continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine” (Acts 2:42), and might not receive any teaching different from the apostles’ doctrine. (Gal. 1:9) Because they were well fed, they grew up very healthy and had a fine relationship with both God and people. (Acts 2:47) A believer at this stage should understand God’s mind more (Acts 17:11), and should not be a student of those who “say and do not.” (Matt. 23:3) If one newly believing has a heart resolved to do God’s will, he will have a power of discernment that comes from God to obtain that pure spiritual food. (John 7:17)
2. The middle stage
This is the “young man” stage of one who has believed for some time. (1 John 2:14) Though a believer at this stage has God’s word abiding in his heart, it is often shallow. (Acts 18:25) Such a believer must receive counsel from those with spiritual depth. (Acts 18:26) Apollos was a man with the Holy Spirit’s power (Acts 18:28), and so he had the humility the Holy Spirit gives to seek deeper spiritual doctrine from Aquila and Priscilla. (Acts 18:26) Even the Lord Jesus, before He came out to preach, humbly sought instruction from the teachers in the temple (Luke 2:46); and so every proud person who claims to have taught himself deceives both himself and others. (Acts 19:14–16) A believer at this stage should seek out the spirit of Scripture more (2 Cor. 3:6), and should not swallow whole some mistaken notion and pass on an error as it was passed to him. For instance, the mistaken claim: “If only one person believes in the Lord, the whole household can be saved.” (a misreading of the original sense of Acts 16:31) Or again the declaration: “Baptism is only a ceremony.” (which overlooks the result of “being baptized into Christ” in Gal. 3:27 and the importance of being “in the Lord” spoken of in Rom. 6:23.) With the advance of the age and the growth of light in every field of knowledge, a preacher must receive new light if he is not to become an “ancient” of the modern day, like one who believes only in “Chang’e flying to the moon” and does not believe the Americans landed there.
The advanced stage
This is the “father” stage of one who has experienced the Lord in person. (1 John 2:13) A believer at this stage not only knows the spirit of God’s word, but has also experienced in person how true and trustworthy God’s word is. (Ps. 119:163) Such a believer can bear the testing of hardship (2 Tim. 3:11) and is a person wholly given over. (2 Tim. 4:11) Such a person, when he prays, asks only for God’s will (1 John 5:14) and does not ask amiss. (James 4:3) Such a person, having God’s love and the Lord’s likeness, can face danger without fear. (1 John 4:17) That Paul and Silas could praise God in prison in those days is clear proof of a high measure of spiritual life. (Acts 16:25) A believer at this “father” stage should keep green and unaging (Ps. 92:14) and must on no account become one who “fails to keep his integrity in his last years.” (Matt. 26:14–16) The elder at this stage should guard against over-confidence (Matt. 26:33), should know his own weakness (2 Cor. 12:9–10) and his own falling short (Rom. 13:8), and should look continually for the Lord’s mercy unto eternal life (Jude 21); for apart from the Lord a person “can do nothing.” (John 15:5)
VII. The Rationale of Judging Matters by the Word
H. The Learning of Being a Person
This is a world in which “being a person is hard.” In society material desire runs unchecked; in the church fleshly impulses hold power; in the family a deep gulf divides the generations. In such a case, if a preacher would follow the Lord Jesus’ teaching to be “wise as serpents, and harmless as doves” (Matt. 10:16), he must learn the following several kinds of learning about being a person:
1. Walking with God every day
Walking with God every day gives a preacher not only a backing but also a heart that is just, merciful and humble. (Mic. 6:8) Because God is light (John 8:12), whoever walks with God becomes a child of light and will be good, just and honest in his person. (Eph. 5:8–9) Barnabas was a good man, for he was a man filled with the Holy Spirit. (Acts 11:24) When Paul, newly believing, was not received by the leaders of the church at Jerusalem, he was received by Barnabas the good man. (Acts 9:26–27) Joseph was a man with whom God was (Gen. 39:2), and so he could forgive with a merciful heart those brothers who had plotted against him. (Gen. 50:20–21) Peter was a “great preacher” who could lead three thousand people to the Lord with one sermon (Acts 2:41), and yet he very honestly admitted that in Paul’s letters there were also places he found “hard to be understood.” (2 Pet. 3:16) From this we can see that if a preacher walks the road of the living before God every day (Ps. 116:9), he will be good, just and honest in his person.
2. A person must have a “bottom line”
Leaving oneself a bottom line means that in being a person one must “first have things one will not do, and only then have things one can do.” This is not only the philosophy of the ancients but also the teaching of Scripture. Paul said, “If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men” (Rom. 12:18), and yet also said: “Am I now seeking the approval of people, or of God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.” (Gal. 1:10) Paul was a man who had principles and a “bottom line” in being a person. His “bottom line” for “living peaceably with people” was “not sinning against God.” A merchant going bankrupt pays no attention to the floor price when he dumps his goods. In the same way a preacher whose spiritual life is going out of business pays no attention to his bottom line. Both these will come to an end in which “both capital and profit are gone.” (Matt. 25:30) Judas in those days had no bottom line in being a person (Matt. 26:49–50), and in the end became the “son of perdition.” (John 17:12) Joseph in Egypt took not sinning against God as his bottom line in being a person (Gen. 39:9), and in the end was raised to be prime minister of Egypt. (Gen. 41:41–43; 41:52) If a person has not the bottom line of not blaspheming the Holy Spirit, he may commit the sin that “shall not be forgiven.” (Mark 3:29) When the Lord in those days spoke of this sin that “shall not be forgiven,” He meant the scribes’ false charge that Jesus cast out devils by the prince of the devils. (Mark 3:22) The scribes committed the sin of having eyes and yet not seeing, rather than being blind and so having no way to know (John 9:41); and therefore their sin was not forgiven. (Isa. 1:15; Hos. 4:6) This is a sin one should not pray about (1 John 5:16), but should rather warn against. (2 Tim. 2:25–26)
3. Holding a view of eternal value
From ancient times the people of this world have acted and lived for temporary fame and gain. It is said that in the Qing dynasty the monk Daoji told the Qianlong emperor on his southern tour that of the boats on the river before the temple there were only two: one for fame and one for gain. The fame and gain of this world have no eternal value, for after death whoever does not believe in God will find that “in death no one remembers; in the grave no one gives thanks.” (Ps. 6:5) Of what they have laboured to earn, they “cannot take even a penny away” (Eccl. 5:15), and so in every age not a few people have turned away from worldly life and left home to become monks. “Leaving home” is only not pursuing the temporary benefit of this world; it does not mean one will receive the eternal benefit of heaven. Scripture says that only whoever is godly toward the true God can receive the “promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.” (1 Tim. 4:8) Whoever is godly must put away covetousness, for a person’s life consists not in the abundance of his possessions. (Luke 12:15) Whoever is not covetous, knowing the reality that the treasure of this world “cannot be brought in at birth nor carried away at death,” will be content with food and clothing. (1 Tim. 6:7–8) It was just because he had this insight that Abraham, rich above all in his region and owning three hundred and eighteen trained servants (Gen. 14:14), was willing to live the simple life of dwelling in tents (Heb. 11:9); for the eternal value of godliness is more precious than gold and silver and treasure. (1 Pet. 3:2–4)
VII. The Rationale of Judging Matters by the Word
I. The Lesson of Suffering
Scripture says: “Yet man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward.” (Job 5:7) And it says: “We must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.” (Acts 14:22) We can see that a Christian’s life will have suffering in it (Phil. 1:29), and so he must take the prophets’ lesson of suffering. (James 5:10) A preacher studying this course must have these several understandings:
1. Faith must accord with Scripture
From ancient times there have always been those who preach a gospel not according with the teaching of Scripture. (Gal. 1:7) Whoever believes such an impure gospel falls into heresy. (Eph. 4:14) Scripture’s rebuke of whoever preaches a teaching not according with the gospel is very severe. (Gal. 1:9) To avoid passing the truth on wrongly, a preacher must understand these two doctrines that are easily misread:
a) A Christian’s suffering is God’s will. Today not a few teachers of a theology of success take the prayer of Jabez as their example and talk much of a way of “not meeting with trouble” (1 Chr. 4:10), to draw in believers who fear hardship. This twists the original sense of Scripture. The Hebrew behind “trouble” in 1 Chronicles 4:10 of the Chinese Bible carries the sense of “evil” (Evil). That word is rendered by the character for “evil” in Genesis 38:10 of the Chinese Bible. The original sense of Scripture is that Jabez asked God to save him “from evil (Matt. 6:13), that it may not grieve me” — not “that I may meet with no trouble and bear no hardship.” A Christian is appointed to suffer for the Lord. (Phil. 1:29)
b) A Christian’s suffering is not filling up what is lacking of Christ’s afflictions. The Greek behind the rendering “fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ” in Colossians 1:24 of the Union Version Chinese Bible does not mean that what Christ suffered for the church was not enough and that Paul had to make it up; it means rather that Paul, in learning to follow Christ’s suffering for the church, had to make up the part he had not yet learned well. The salvation Christ perfected by offering up Himself (Heb. 7:27) needs no one to make it up.
2. Understanding the benefit of suffering
Both a Christian’s doing good (Eph. 2:10) and his suffering for doing good (1 Pet. 3:17) are God’s will. A believer’s suffering is of benefit. (Ps. 119:71) To be able to endure affliction (2 Tim. 4:5), a preacher must know the following benefits of suffering:
a) Only whoever suffers together with the Lord will one day be glorified together with Him. (Rom. 8:17)
b) After the suffering God gives (Nah. 1:12) there will surely be flourishing. (Gen. 41:52)
c) Suffering makes a person perfect. (Heb. 2:10)
d) Whoever suffers according to God’s will has the presence of the Spirit of God’s glory. (1 Pet. 4:14)
e) Only a preacher who has suffered has a common language with those in affliction. (2 Cor. 1:4)
f) Only whoever has suffered counts as a true Christian who is like Christ. (Isa. 53:3; 1 Pet. 2:21)
3. Having the right attitude
A preacher is taking part in a spiritual war (Eph. 6:12), and so must arm himself with the mind of Christ’s suffering if he is to win. (1 Pet. 4:1) A preacher who cannot suffer may well fall away into a deserter (2 Tim. 4:10) or a traitor. (Matt. 27:3) A preacher must have the following right attitudes:
a) Being willing to suffer for the Lord (John 15:20) and knowing that God’s making a person suffer (Isa. 53:10) is something He does only out of necessity. (Lam. 3:33)
b) Not fearing people’s threats (1 Pet. 3:14), and in suffering praying (James 5:13), enduring (Heb. 10:36; 1 Pet. 2:20) and being faithful unto death. (Rev. 2:10)
c) Not being ashamed of suffering for being a Christian. (1 Pet. 4:16) Knowing that our brethren in the world are experiencing the same afflictions. (1 Pet. 5:9)
d) In suffering, being made conformable unto Christ’s death (Phil. 3:10), and exercising oneself in holiness and in doing God’s will. (1 Pet. 4:1–2)
e) Being prepared in mind to face possible poverty (1 Kings 17:13), toil (1 Cor. 15:10), sickness (Phil. 2:27), pain (2 Cor. 2:4), sorrow (Matt. 26:38), agony (Mark 15:37) and torment. (Heb. 11:37) [the source prints Hebrews 12:37, a verse that does not exist, for Hebrews 11:37]
VII. The Rationale of Judging Matters by the Word
J. The Art of Advancing and Withdrawing
A preacher’s steps are ordered by God. (Ps. 37:23) Whoever follows God will surely be led safely (Ps. 78:53), for God will keep the feet of His saints. (1 Sam. 2:9) With the spreading out of the work of the gospel, a preacher who follows God is not likely to stay for ever at the same post. (Acts 8:4) In deciding whether to advance or withdraw a preacher should learn from the Lord’s example, taking God’s time as his standard and not deciding by what is convenient. (John 7:6) To this end a preacher should understand the following several principles of advancing and withdrawing:
1. Advance when the true God calls
Serving God will succeed only when there is God’s call. Abraham had God’s call (Gen. 12:1–3) and became the father of many nations. (Rom. 4:18) Miriam had no call from God and acted rashly in her own way (Num. 12:1–2), and in the end displeased God and was disciplined. (Num. 12:15) God calls a person out to complete God’s mission, and not to come out merely to enjoy blessing. Paul, called by the Lord to be an apostle to the Gentiles, was to suffer much affliction (Acts 9:16), but he also experienced times of abundance. (Phil. 4:12) Only whoever understands this reasoning will follow God wholly, as Caleb did. (Josh. 14:8)
2. Withdraw when darkness holds power
God will sometimes allow darkness to hold power for a time. (Luke 22:53) While darkness held power the Lord taught His disciples “do not resist an evil person.” (Matt. 5:39; Acts 9:23–25) The Lord wanted His disciples, while darkness held power, to bear the shame of being struck on both cheeks. Today unbelievers use this teaching to mock Christians, which is making a fuss out of ignorance. If the mocker had fallen into the hands of the Red Guards during China’s Cultural Revolution in those days, would he not also have let them torment him as they pleased? When darkness holds power the wise will withdraw — “put the good bow away.” (2 Cor. 6:17) In those days when the Lord Jesus knew that King Herod, who had killed John the Baptist, wanted to see Him, He “went aside privately.” (Luke 9:9–10) And another time, when the Lord Jesus knew that the crowd wanted to force Him to be king, He “departed again into a mountain himself alone.” (John 6:15) The Lord Jesus would even withdraw from crowds that did not enter into God’s mind. (Luke 5:15–16) To advance or to withdraw is each person’s own decision. When darkness holds power the wise should have the high bearing of Moses, who was unwilling “to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season” (Heb. 11:25), or the bright integrity of Tao Yuanming, who would not bend his back for five pecks of rice. A preacher must have the backbone of Mr Wang Mingdao, who held fast the truth of Scripture without reckoning gain or loss. (Ps. 1:1)
3. Wait when the time has not come
Scripture says: “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven.” (Eccl. 3:1) A preacher must be exercised in waiting for God, for our God acts for whoever waits for Him. (Isa. 64:4) The Lord Jesus waited thirty years in this world before He came out to preach. (Luke 3:23) When His brothers on earth urged Him to go to Jerusalem and make His name known, He said His time had not yet come. (John 7:6) Moses was once in a hurry to save the Israelites and, having killed an enemy, fled for his life. (Exod. 2:12, 15) He waited forty years in the wilderness before God sent him back to Egypt to save the Israelites out of Pharaoh’s hand. (Exod. 7:7) We can see that whoever serves God must act by God’s timetable.
Scripture says further: “He hath made every thing beautiful in his time… so that no man can find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end.” (Eccl. 3:11) The Israelites at that time may not have understood why they had to live a full four hundred and thirty years in Egypt before they could escape Egypt’s sea of suffering. (Exod. 12:41) It turned out that God had to wait until the sin of the Amorites was full and they were destroyed before the Israelites could enter and dwell in the land of Canaan. (Gen. 15:16) That God does not tell people the reason they must wait is so that people may be blessed by being willing to listen to God. (Prov. 8:34) Scripture says: “And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.” (Rom. 8:23) To wait for God in an environment that makes one groan is not easy, yet it is a thing that must be done, for a person’s being saved lies in hope. (Rom. 8:24) A servant of God who has not yet received God’s clear direction should wait quietly for God at the post he already holds. (1 Kings 17:3–7)
VIII. The Rationale of Bearing Much Fruit
A. A Consecrated Life
A preacher must bear much fruit in the field of the gospel, for this is the natural result of a person’s having a good relationship with the Lord. (John 15:5) Bearing much fruit is the proof of being the Lord’s disciple (John 15:8) and is also the condition on which the heavenly Father hears a person’s prayer. (John 15:16) A preacher willing to bear much fruit for the Lord must understand and carry out the following reasoning:
A. A Consecrated Life
1. Answering God’s call
Christians are those who have accepted God’s call and entered the kingdom of God. The sense of the Greek for “the kingdom of God” is “rule,” and so whoever enters God’s kingdom must obey God in his heart. (Luke 17:21) A person’s obedience comes from love for God. (John 14:15) Love for God is the condition on which God calls a person. (Rom. 8:28; in this text “them that love God” and “them who are the called” stand in apposition) Whoever answers God’s call can be counted righteous by God. (Rom. 8:30) Whoever is counted righteous must still pursue sanctification (Rom. 6:19) in order to have eternal life. (Rom. 6:22) In those days the Lord Jesus called a young man to follow Him, but that young man honoured Jesus only as a teacher (Mark 10:17) and was unwilling to receive Jesus as sovereign (Mark 10:21–22), and in the end he did not receive the joy of believing in the Lord. (Mark 10:22) Through Paul the Lord once sent out a call to the jailer at Philippi (Acts 16:31), and in the end the jailer and his whole household, having accepted the call, were full of joy. (Acts 16:34) From this we can see that joy is the mark of a person’s pleasing God (Luke 2:14) and of a person’s having entered God’s kingdom. (Rom. 5:2) Only a joyful person can bear much fruit, for joy comes from the Holy Spirit (Rom. 14:17), and the Holy Spirit is in turn the power by which a person can believe in the Lord. (1 Cor. 12:3)
2. Holding fast the resolve of consecration
A Christian is one consecrated to God. (Rom. 12:1) Whoever is consecrated will surely accept the Lord’s mission of preaching the gospel. (Isa. 6:8) Whoever accepts the Lord’s mission must commit himself if he is to hold out to the end. A committed preacher must have the following pursuits:
a) Pursuing growth. No one is born knowing; one comes to know by learning. After Apollos believed in the Lord he was willing to pursue growth, and so he learned the deeper doctrine of God’s word from Priscilla and Aquila. (Acts 18:26) The believers at Berea in the early church searched the Scriptures daily to pursue the growth of their spiritual life. (Acts 17:11) A preacher must not only learn from people of knowledge (Luke 2:46) but must all the more learn from God. (Gal. 1:12, 17–18)
b) Setting the motive right. A normal person acts from a motive. A Christian’s motive in acting is the glory of God. (1 Cor. 10:31) A preacher’s motive in acting is to do it for the Lord. (Col. 3:23) A preacher whose motive is clear will surely be faithful unto death in serving God. Luke the physician is an example to preachers. When Paul was in prison at Rome for the gospel, only Luke was with him, for the other fellow workers had left because of the danger. (2 Tim. 4:11) Luke the physician’s faithfulness unto death at that time issued entirely from the motive of doing it for the Lord.
3. Living out a life that answers to the call
A Christian is a “moving advertisement” for God’s word. (Phil. 2:14–16) That Lazarus could bring a good many people to believe in the Lord without uttering a word (John 12:11) was because he had the testimony of a new life. The preaching of one without a testimony is like a bald man selling hair tonic: it is hard to persuade anyone. So a preacher must live out a life that answers to the grace by which he was called. (Eph. 4:1) The apostle Paul was a preacher God used greatly. He was not only the planter of many of the early churches but also the writer of more than half the letters of the New Testament. He is the best example of all messengers of the gospel. (1 Cor. 11:1) He once opened his own life plainly to the elders of the church at Ephesus: “…serving the Lord with all humility of mind… and how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you… bonds and afflictions abide me. But I do not count my life dear unto myself.” (Acts 20:19–24) Paul is the senior forebear of the messengers of the gospel. His humble service, his bold preaching and his faithfulness unto death are the temper every preacher after him ought to have. This image of Christ (Phil. 1:21) is the result of a preacher being crucified with the Lord every day. (Gal. 2:20)
VIII. The Rationale of Bearing Much Fruit
B. The Holy Spirit Working Together with Us
A preacher’s service must have the Holy Spirit working together with him if it is to bear any result. (Zech. 4:6) Saul king of Israel, while the Spirit of God was with him (1 Sam. 11:6), was greatly used by God (1 Sam. 11:11); but after he sinned and no longer had the Spirit of God with him (1 Sam. 16:14), he actually stood terrified and afraid before Goliath the Philistine giant (1 Sam. 17:11), and at the last was killed by the Philistines. (1 Sam. 31:6) Every preacher who seeks the Spirit of God to work together with him must satisfy these several conditions:
1. Having Christ at the centre
Paul was a preacher filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 9:17) who had Christ at the centre. (1 Cor. 11:1) He counted Christ more precious than all things. (Phil. 3:8–9) In preaching the gospel he preached only Christ and Him crucified. (1 Cor. 2:2) Some in Paul’s own time preached only the law and did not preach Christ and His cross, the reason being that they feared “the offence of the cross,” that is, suffering persecution from the Jews. (Gal. 5:11) Peter too was an apostle who had Christ at the centre (Acts 2:36), and so he naturally passed through that “offence of the cross” as well. (Acts 12:6) He tells us: “If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you.” (1 Pet. 4:14) We can see that the Holy Spirit is with whoever suffers for Christ, for the Holy Spirit came down to glorify Christ. (John 16:14)
2. Understanding the spirit of Scripture
Paul says: “Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit.” (2 Cor. 3:6) The original word for “spirit” is “Spirit” (2 Cor. 3:3), the same word as “wind” (John 3:8); the spirit is the mind of the Holy Spirit. The “letter” here means the ordinances written on tables of stone. (2 Cor. 3:3) The Lord Jesus says: “The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life” (John 6:63), and so a preacher who does not preach the Lord’s word cannot possibly have the Holy Spirit working together with him. Whoever preaches what does not accord with the mind of the Holy Spirit not only does not count as preaching the Lord’s word, but belongs among those who rebel against God. (Jer. 29:32) So that a preacher may avoid the error of not preaching the spirit, the writer sets out below the spirit of several passages, for the preacher’s reference:
a) The spirit of “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house” (Acts 16:31) is: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved; and thy whole household may have this same promise.” (compare Acts 2:39)
b) The spirit of “But ye are… royal priests” (1 Pet. 2:9) is: “But ye are… a royal Priesthood.” One with this sacred calling is one who fulfils the duties of a priest (Heb. 13:15–16) in the New Testament age. (Heb. 10:18)
c) The spirit of “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling” (Phil. 2:12) is: “…with fear and trembling, go on working out your own salvation.” Because the action expressed by the Greek “present tense” verb for “work” is unceasing, a Christian must be sanctified without ceasing (Rom. 6:22) and “grow thereby unto salvation.” (1 Pet. 2:2)
d) The spirit of “And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying… keep me from trouble and hardship” (1 Chr. 4:10) is: “And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying… deliver me from evil, that I may not be grieved.” (the Hebrew behind “trouble” here is rendered by the character for “evil” at Genesis 38:10) For people today to take up this mistranslation and promote a “theology of success” is without ground.
e) The spirit of “and whatsoever he doeth shall go smoothly” (Ps. 1:3) is: “and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” The original refers to whoever has God with him coming to a successful end within God’s will. That Hebrew word carries no sense of “sailing before a fair wind all the way.”
3. Having the holiness of Christ
A Christian’s holiness means holiness in Christ (Gal. 3:27; Col. 1:22) together with a holy conduct like Christ’s. (1 John 4:17; 1 Thess. 4:3, 7) Since whoever does not believe in the Lord, though he do good works, has “nothing pure” (Titus 1:15), a believer must first be born again before holy conduct can be spoken of at all. Holiness of conduct is the result of the soul being restored (Ps. 23:3) and of doing God’s word. (Ps. 119:9) Since whoever is not holy has rejected the God who gives the Holy Spirit (1 Thess. 4:8), every preacher who longs for the Holy Spirit’s anointing must walk in the light every day. (1 John 1:7)
VIII. The Rationale of Bearing Much Fruit
C. Serving as a Team
When the Lord Jesus was in the world He made much of serving as a team. He chose Peter as the leader of the disciples (Luke 22:31–32), set Peter, James and John as the three of an executive committee (Luke 9:28), let Judas be treasurer (John 13:29), had Philip handle the odd jobs (John 6:5; 12:20–22), and raised up many women disciples to take charge of the work of raising funds. (Luke 8:3) Christians are the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:27) and must fit together with one another to suit God’s mind. (1 Cor. 12:24) Such team service, fitted together with one another, must accord with these three principles of Scripture:
1. Being one in the Lord
The Lord hopes His disciples can love one another (John 13:35) and be one. (Eph. 4:3) Because such oneness is in the Lord (2 Cor. 6:14–15), Paul charged the Christians of the church at Corinth not to eat with those who live in sin and yet call themselves believers. (1 Cor. 5:11) By this spiritual principle, the Lord Jesus and the high priest in those days could not possibly be one. That not a few people today speak nothing of life and talk only of oneness does not accord with the doctrine of Scripture. (Phil. 4:2) The Lord requires a believer to be born again first, and to talk of theology (John 3:1–3) and of worshipping God (John 4:21) afterwards. According to the newest survey report in America, in this Christian country only seven per cent of people are born again and saved. By this proportion, there is no lack today of people in God’s church who are zealous in holy work without having been born again. According to John Wesley’s journal, Wesley was born again on 24 May 1738, after he had returned to London from the mission field in America. A preacher’s fellow workers on a team must first be born again and talk of oneness afterwards, lest they follow in Judas’ steps and bring calamity on themselves (Mark 14:21) and harm on others. (Matt. 26:49–50)
2. Fitting together according to gift
Christians on a team must fit together in service according to the different gift each has. (1 Pet. 4:10) Moses leading the Israelites in those days in the battle in which they defeated the Amalekites (Exod. 17:8–13) is a very good example. Moses was by then over eighty and not fit to charge at the front line, and so he let the young and strong Joshua take that work. He and Aaron and Hur went up the hill to pray. Moses had God’s choosing, and so he was in charge of lifting his hands and opening his mouth in prayer. Aaron and Hur humbly served as Moses’ helpers. Because of the fine fitting together of the team and God’s presence, the Israelites won a complete victory in that battle. (Exod. 17:13) When preaching the gospel, each preacher must fulfil his own duty according to his gift if there is to be a good result. The Billy Graham evangelistic team has in the past successfully brought several million people to the Lord. Their fellow workers fitted together beautifully. The senior fellow worker Shea (Beverly Shea), once a singing star, gave himself at every crusade to singing well for the Lord, and never contended to take turns preaching with Billy Graham. Because the fellow workers of the Billy Graham team fitted together with one another according to gift, they not only each found their own place but also received God’s blessing together.
3. Acting according to the call
Preaching the gospel is the Lord’s command (Mark 16:15) and needs the Lord’s call. Barnabas and Saul had the Lord’s call (Acts 13:2), and so their itinerant preaching in the region of Asia and Galatia in those days bore much fruit. (Acts 13:48) The Lord’s call to Paul was that he should preach the gospel among the Gentiles (Acts 9:15), but he insisted on going to Jerusalem (Acts 20:22). The Holy Spirit moved Philip to urge Paul not to go up to Jerusalem (Acts 21:12), but he would not listen to that either (Acts 21:14); and in the end God still had a way to have Paul carry the gospel to Rome in the standing of a prisoner. (Acts 28:30–31) Whoever acts for God by his own will without God’s call will bring trouble on himself. Miriam’s being disciplined by God in ancient times is a warning to the believer of today. At home Miriam was Moses’ elder sister, but she was also one of the people Moses led in the wilderness. Miriam, without God’s call, exalted herself (Num. 12:2) and set herself above Moses (Num. 12:1), and in the end stirred God to anger (Num. 12:9) and brought trouble on herself. (Num. 12:15) In preaching the gospel a preacher should follow God’s call; otherwise all his efforts after his own will shall be labour spent for nothing. (Jonah 1:3, 15)
Closing Words
Closing Words
After some months of effort, the writer has at last set down on paper, at one breath, the burden that has been in my heart these many years. Still, the writer has “words not yet finished.” (Phil. 4:8) Below are the unfinished words the writer counts important and cannot rest without saying:
In preaching the gospel to the Chinese a preacher cannot carry Western methods of preaching over unchanged, for most Westerners believe God exists while most Chinese are atheists. Preaching the gospel without speaking of the definition of sin and without inviting people to receive Jesus Christ as the sovereign of their lives is the chief cause of the impurity of the Lord’s church today. A preacher must first have a conscience with nothing to be ashamed of before he can understand the spirit of God’s word. If a preacher does not understand the mind of the Holy Spirit (2 Cor. 3:6), he will repeat Paul’s former mistake. (1 Tim. 1:13) The purity of the gospel (2 Tim. 1:13) is the precondition of any fruit from the gospel. (Gal. 1:8) A preacher should not only make much of the purity of the gospel but should also live out a life that answers to the gospel. (Phil. 1:27) The character of the Lord Jesus, who “humbled himself, and became obedient” (Phil. 2:8), is the most important quality of a preacher’s life. Only whoever can humble himself and obey God will have the Holy Spirit. (Acts 5:32) Only whoever has the Holy Spirit will have God’s love. (Rom. 5:5) Only whoever has God’s love will love people (1 John 4:21) and care for people’s souls. (Luke 15:32) Only whoever cares for people’s souls will preach “repentance and remission of sins” when he preaches the gospel. (Luke 24:47) Only such a message calling people to repent accords with the gospel the Lord Jesus preached. (Mark 1:15) A preacher must set the example himself when he preaches the gospel, for only whoever does the word will receive the Holy Spirit’s power when he preaches. A preacher must be a good disciple of the Lord if he is to have a happy marriage and a blessed family. A good disciple of the Lord will spend his time carrying out the Lord’s Great Commission, and not spend it on political activity. A good preacher will baptize whoever repents from the heart by the standard of Scripture (Acts 2:38) and will not take part by his own will in any ceremony of ordination. (1 Tim. 5:22) The light above is the experience the writer has stored up from several thousand cases in thirty years of preaching the gospel. In sharing this experience the writer has been like one setting words to a tune, using not one word more than needed. To reach that aim of brevity, none of the forty topics of this book runs over one thousand two hundred characters. So that the reasoning should accord with Scripture, the passages cited in this book come to as many as one thousand and thirty-three. May the “brick” the writer throws out here draw in the “jade” of the mature preachers to come. The writer offers this book to all the preachers the Lord has called. May our laying ourselves down together for the gospel return the glory to God. Amen.
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Appendix
Dear reader,
If, having read this book, you have understood the definition of sin and are willing to ask the Lord Jesus to forgive your sin, so that you may receive the peace and the eternal life God gives, please pray the following prayer from your heart:
Dear Lord Jesus,
Thank you for coming into the world as a man, for dying on the cross for my sin, and for rising from the dead on the third day to prove to the world that you are the Son of God. I believe you are the Son of God. I confess that I have rebelled against God, that I have not glorified God in my life, and that I have sinned knowingly; and I ask the Lord to forgive me. I now open the door of my heart and invite the Lord Jesus to come into my heart and take the first place, to be the sovereign of my life, to lead me along the road of life, and to give me strength that I may follow and serve the Lord. Thank you, Lord, for saving my soul today. I pray this from my heart, asking in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Dear friend: if you have prayed the above prayer from your heart, I congratulate you, for by receiving the Lord Jesus you have the right to become a child of God. (John 1:12) You are now a spiritual infant, and you need to meet with God’s house (the church) and receive spiritual feeding. If it is convenient, you may email me, and let me share with you the joy of your believing in the Lord. My email address: RevDKT@Gmail.com Thank you. May God deal richly and kindly with you.
Pastor David Tsang, in New York, USA
Also: below is the series of Pastor David Tsang already published:
1. The Blazing Torch
—— A brief discussion of the study of missions, by David Tsang
Hong Kong: Tien Dao Publishing House, 1979
2. Making Disciples of Nations
by Richard R. De Ridder, translated by David Tsang. Taipei: China Evangelical Seminary Press, 1979
3. The Secrets of True Words
—— The way a preacher comes to have influence, by Pastor David Tsang. Taipei: Christian Olive Cultural Foundation, 2003. Telephone: (02) 8667-1657
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