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Surviving front, back and spine text
All legible text from the surviving front cover, back cover and spine. The biography describes historical roles at the time of printing; “2003” is handwritten on the front cover. David’s own English book and church names replace earlier descriptive translations. Other names below are identified as translations or transliterations. The small red seal remains unreadable.
The Secrets of True Words
How a Preacher Becomes Influential
Written by Rev. David Tsang
A Great Wall of Flesh and Blood
Pastor Tsang (曾牧; 曾 is the surname and 牧 abbreviates pastor)
[Small red seal characters unresolved]
Mandarin transliterations of the printed labels, left to right: Ji Zhiwen; Wang Mingdao; Ni Tuosheng; Song Shangjie; Yang Shaotang; Wang Zai; Chen Chonggui; Jia Yuming; Ding Limei; Xi Shengmo.
Issued by the Incorporated Christian Olive Cultural Foundation (translation of the printed Chinese name).
2003 — handwritten on the cover.
About the Author:
Rev. David Tsang was born in China. From childhood he believed in the Lord through experiencing God’s answers to prayer, and during China’s Cultural Revolution he received a call to dedicate himself to ministry. He subsequently received theological training in Hong Kong and the United States and earned the degrees Bachelor of Theology (Th.B.), Master of Divinity (M.Div.), Master of Theology (Th.M.), and Doctor of Missiology (D.Miss.). Rev. Tsang founded the Pomona Chinese Christian Church and Blessed UM Church in Southern California, United States, and served successively as senior pastor at Cornerstone UMC, the Chinese Christian Church in DC, the Columbia Chinese Baptist Church in MD, and OCM Boon Church.
Rev. Tsang has a strong burden and gift for personal evangelism. By the Lord’s grace, he has led more than a thousand people to the Lord. He is the author of The Blazing Torch and the translator of Making Disciples of Nations. Rev. Tsang is the current chairman of the Greater New York Metropolitan Chinese Christian Churches Association.
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Reading 6
Introduction to The Secrets of True Words
“The Secrets of True Words”
Valuable self-study material that enables people to understand salvation, grow quickly in spiritual life, and lead others to faith in the Lord.
How can people overcome the obstacles in their thinking and receive eternal life? How can believers gain spiritual knowledge and depth and know how to lead people to the Lord without attending seminary?
The Secrets of True Words provides answers to these questions. Drawing upon thirty years of preaching and experience in leading several thousand people to the Lord, the author has distilled valuable insights that can bring readers sudden understanding and the sense of having gained more than ten years of study.
This is a reference book that believers need to read in order to obey the Lord’s Great Commission. Its content explains profound matters simply, with concise, accessible writing, and is suitable for personal further study, small-group learning, and Sunday teaching. It is a treasury in which seekers can gain the most light in the shortest time, and the Lord’s disciples can receive the most training at the least cost. Here are brief comments by some senior Christian leaders:
“This book is particularly helpful to new believers and to brothers and sisters who have a heart to grow.”

— Pastor 王永信
“This book has the Word, reason, and feeling: it enters people’s hearts, permeates their reason, and blends into their feelings.”

— Pastor 麥希真
“This book is the essence of the author’s thinking over decades of pastoral ministry, with considerable talent, feeling, and substance.”

— Dr. 梁燕城
“I believe that readers who are seeking to receive, understand, and become familiar with the Word, and who hope to gain a balanced understanding, will certainly find much help in this book.”

— Professor 陸蘇河
“This book is a powerful tool for evangelism. It is a good book.”

— Pastor 鮑會園
Translation note
The supplied file is a complete short introduction and five attributed endorsements, not the book’s main text. Names are retained in Chinese because verified English name forms are not supplied in this document. David’s own English title, The Secrets of True Words, is preserved for 真道秘笈. The source’s missing closing quotation mark in the third endorsement is supplied for readability; its wording is not extended.
Reading 8
The Secrets of True Words — Dedication, Biography, and Forewords
This Book Is Dedicated To:
My wife, Mrs Hing Yue Tsang (馮慶兒), who for many years has shared both sweetness and hardship with me in the field of ministry and has given herself completely to the Lord.
About the Author
Pastor David Tsang was born in China. He believed in the Lord from childhood through experiencing God’s answers to prayer. During China’s Cultural Revolution, he was called to dedicate himself to ministry. He received theological training successively in Hong Kong and the United States, earning the Bachelor of Theology (Th.B.), Master of Divinity (M.Div.), Master of Theology (Th.M.), and Doctor of Missiology (D.Miss.) degrees. Pastor Tsang founded the Pomona Chinese Christian Church and the Blessed UM Church in Southern California, USA, and served successively as senior pastor of Cornerstone UMC, the Chinese Christian Church in DC, the Columbia Chinese Baptist Church in MD, and the OCM Boon Church.
Pastor Tsang has a strong burden and gift for personal evangelism. Through the Lord’s grace, he has led more than a thousand people to the Lord. He is the author of The Blazing Torch (明燈發亮) and the translator of Making Disciples of Nations (使萬民作門徒). Pastor Tsang is the current chairman of the Greater New York Metropolitan Chinese Christian Churches Association (大紐約地區華人基督教教會聯會).
Foreword by 王
Today is an age of confused thinking. In culture, education, politics, society, faith, and other fields alike, we see the phenomenon of “a hundred flowers blooming together and a hundred birds competing to sing.”
In recent decades, postmodern thought has swept across the whole world, taking from people’s hearts the concepts of good and evil, righteousness and wickedness, right and wrong, morality and immorality, and so on. Belief in so-called “absolute truth” is gradually disappearing. This is the inevitable final outcome of a world that does not believe in the true God.
More seriously, this confusion exists not only among people in the world in general, but also within the church. Among God’s children we also often see a lack of understanding of truth and of the Bible—God’s Word. God’s Word is the guiding standard for ministry. Apart from God’s Word, humanity will lose its direction and grope in darkness, not knowing where it will end.
We are very glad that the Lord’s servant, Pastor David Tsang, has drawn on his many years of pastoral experience to address the needs of today’s Chinese churches. In a concise way, following three themes—how to receive the Word, how to understand the Word, and how to become thoroughly familiar with the Word—he has written The Secrets of True Words. I believe this book makes a substantial contribution to the faith, life, and service of Chinese Christians today. The answers to the many questions appended at the end are especially helpful to new believers and to brothers and sisters with a heart to grow.
May God bless and use this book. I offer these words as its foreword.
王永信
Chairman, Great Commission Center
December 2003
Foreword by 麥
The book The Secrets of True Words:
Above, it grasps the essential meaning of Scripture;

Below, it reaches deeply into ordinary people’s thinking;

In between, calligraphy, art, and music blend together;

Thus it has the Word, reason, and feeling. It enters people’s hearts, permeates their reason, and blends into their feelings.

— Such a book is not only very precious and very readable, but also highly enjoyable. Thus it can truly reach its spiritual goal.
The most regrettable thing about Christian writing is when it consists only of “spiritual eight-legged essays”—formulaic writing that merely repeats some teaching to which the church has become accustomed, or offers only a superficial bit of biblical material, lacking both depth and readability. Naturally, no one buys it; even giving it away seems superfluous.
Still more regrettable is Christian writing that contains only literary, personal, and self-indulgent material—“moaning without an illness”—with nothing about communicating salvation, no message of revival or spiritual nurture, and no teaching effect.
Any work that contains the essential meaning of Scripture will surely reach deeply into ordinary people’s lives.
Any piece of writing, as long as it has the Word, reason, and feeling, is incomparably good.
Reading Pastor David Tsang’s The Secrets of True Words has moved me considerably. I offer these words especially as a foreword.
麥希真
Chairman of the Board, Chinese Coordination Centre of World Evangelism
Toronto, autumn 2003
Foreword by 梁
I remember once going to Maryland to serve a church and staying at Pastor David Tsang’s home. Every evening we talked late into the night. I discovered that he was not only a faithful pastor, but also had deep scholarly attainments and theological thought.
Theology is not merely a set of doctrines taught by an instructor in a seminary. It is a discipline that continually reflects upon, thinks about, and constructs an understanding of truth. Learning to think theologically, continually reflecting, and coming to understand the true beauty of the Bible and the Christian faith: this is the purpose of theological training.
Pastor Tsang is a theological thinker with considerable thought and deep study of the Bible. What is rare is his ability to express himself in concise, clear, and fluent language. The Secrets of True Words is the essence of his thinking during decades of practical pastoral ministry, with considerable talent, feeling, and substance.
The two pieces in the book, “Passing Five Passes and Slaying Six Generals” (過五關斬六將) and “With Swordsmanship Refined to Perfection, Sweep All Before You” (劍術純精向披靡), have a strong martial-arts flavor, yet every sentence accords with the truth; they are quite splendid. His concise analysis of the Bible, together with discussions emphasizing health, ordering family life, Chinese culture, spiritual leaders, and other matters, comprehensively addresses the dimensions of spirituality, thought and culture, and the body. The treatment is very complete. I especially appreciate his emphasis on preachers’ literary cultivation. This matches my many years of experience in communicating the gospel: a little more literary expression and the embellishment of philosophical wisdom can help truth enter people’s hearts more deeply. May Pastor Tsang continue to use his talent, feeling, and wisdom to serve God and express the Lord’s truth, goodness, and beauty.
梁燕城
Director, Culture Regeneration Research Center, Canada
Vancouver, autumn 2003
Foreword by 陸
Pastor David Tsang has served churches for many years and has considerable experience in evangelism and teaching. This work undoubtedly reflects his strengths in these areas. When discussing some important questions concerning the Bible, theology, and the life and service of Christians or church leaders, the author attends not only to theory but equally to practical application. I already knew Pastor Tsang many years ago while at Trinity Divinity School in Chicago, and I am honored to have been invited to write this foreword.
Discussions in books about biblical and theological teaching can often become rather abstract. Pastor Tsang’s writing is accessible. Not only does the material have depth—for example, the discussion of different ancient manuscripts and traditional Jewish documents in the chapter “Understanding the New Testament”—but he also adds many practical examples observed in his personal experience, making the content more concrete. The book touches on many practical questions faced in preaching, such as whether carefree people need to believe in Jesus and why there are believers of poor conduct in the church. Moreover, the book also has breadth, discussing, for example, various questions about Chinese culture, church music, and preaching.
I believe that readers who seek to receive, understand, and become familiar with the Word, and who hope to gain a balanced understanding, will certainly find much help in this book. May it enable brothers and sisters to love the Lord more fervently and devote themselves more fully to bearing witness to Christ.
陸蘇河
Professor of Old Testament, Columbia Biblical Seminary, South Carolina, USA
Columbia, autumn 2003
Foreword by 鮑
Pastor David Tsang grew up in an environment where thought was controlled. Perhaps for this reason, in everything he wants to investigate the reasons and understand deeply. After graduating from seminary, he went to the United States and completed a doctoral degree. When he entered pastoral ministry, he was particularly skilled at using personal conversation and explanations of truth to lead people to believe in the Lord Jesus. He has a particular burden and insight concerning scholars and students from mainland China. This is a rare testimony among highly educated Chinese preachers.
Now Pastor Tsang has gathered into a book the insights gained through evangelism in this way over many years and the examples he has frequently used with repeated results, giving it the title The Secrets of True Words. This book is a powerful tool for evangelism. May God use it to help fellow workers and fellow believers who aspire to be fishers of people carry out that work with greater skill.
This is a good book. May God use it greatly!
鮑會園
President, Evangel Theological College
Hong Kong, October 2003
Author’s Preface
The thesis (Thesis) of The Secrets of True Words is this: if preachers can become one with God’s Word, they will surely prosper in what they do for the Lord. (Isaiah 55:11) Receiving theological education is a process of “receiving the Word.” “In learning, it does not matter who comes first or later; the one who has attained understanding is the teacher.” The process of receiving the Word is like panning for gold. Time is not the key; the weight of the real gold is the key. A person who can gain the most truth in the shortest time is wise. To reach this goal, I have tried to explain the secrets of the true Word in the fewest words. Since this is a book of secrets, readers who ponder deeply and savor it carefully will be better able to grasp its essential meaning.
This book is written for those who have a heart to receive God’s Word and proclaim God’s Word. I firmly believe that it can help people with upright consciences believe in the Lord, and help those who seek truth to study on their own and become influential preachers.
While writing this book, I was going through a “fiery trial.” (1 Peter 4:12) I thank my wife, Hing Yue Tsang (曾馮慶兒), who for many years has shared sweetness and hardship with me in the field of ministry, faithfully supporting my giving of myself to the Lord. May the Lord repay her abundantly. I thank my senior colleagues in the Lord, Pastors 鮑會園, 王永信, and 麥希真, for their kind words and corrections. I thank my old classmate, Professor 陸蘇河, for his candid advice and goodwill. I thank my good friend, Dr. 梁燕城, for his understanding and shared convictions. Still more, I thank my dear friend, the Lord Jesus, for His care, protection, and guidance over many years, enabling me to publish The Secrets of True Words to build up believers. May the Lord bless this book and receive the greatest glory.
Pastor David Tsang
New York, spring of the jiǎshēn (甲申) year
Translation note
Despite the filename 麥序, the supplied text contains a dedication, author biography, five separately attributed forewords, and the author’s own preface; all are included here. It contains no main book chapters. Current offices in the biography and signatures are translated as statements current when this source was written, not as present-day claims. Chinese personal names are retained where no English form is supplied. Book and institutional names use David’s own English where available; other English names remain descriptive translations. The printed 後配代 is rendered contextually as “postmodern”; apparent typing irregularities such as 特徙 and 傳冿 are understood from their surrounding sentences. The final 甲申 date is preserved as a sexagenary year without adding an unstated Gregorian year.
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