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Preface
The fact that there is a “Creator” in the world cannot be denied: where there are created things, there must be a “Lord who creates” (Romans 1:20). That the Creator has a “long-term plan” comes from the Creator’s revelation (Ephesians 1:10–11). The Creator wants people to choose whether they are willing to have a share in his eternal kingdom (John 3:16). Those who are willing must “work out salvation” (Philippians 2:12), so as to receive the salvation of their souls.
The original language of the New Testament is Greek. Those willing to “work out salvation” must understand the original meaning of the Greek “work out” (κατεγεσθε, pres. imper.): “pres.” means the action of “working out” is in the “present continuous tense”; “imper.” means the action is in the “imperative mood.” Therefore the original meaning of “work out salvation” should be: “One must continually work out salvation.” Because the disciple Judas did not continually work out salvation, he became a “son of perdition” in the Lord’s eyes (John 17:12). This shows that those who do not work out salvation cannot receive salvation, even if they have once been the Lord’s disciples.
From ancient times to the present, there has been no shortage of people who have not been saved. Among the unsaved there are even those who can cast out demons (Matthew 7:22–23) and preachers who teach heresy (Galatians 1:9). Toward the end of the last century, there was a church pastor in Southern California in the United States named 雅各仲斯 (printed in English as “Jim Jone”). In November 1978 he took many people to Guyana in South America to commit mass suicide; as a result, nine hundred people died unnatural deaths. Such a pastor should be regarded as a person possessed by demons, not as someone born again and saved.
There are still so many people in the world today who have not truly received the salvation of their souls. I have written this book, Receiving the salvation truly, to share with readers seven good qualities that those who receive salvation must possess. May readers pursue sanctification, so that they have the new life of “truly receiving salvation.” To this end, I offer the following seven-character quatrain as mutual encouragement.
Receiving the salvation truly
Hear the quiet voice of God’s Spirit (Luke 15:17);
The prodigal turns back and receives new life (Luke 15:20).
May you also have this wisdom (Luke 15:18),
So that you may receive true salvation (2 Corinthians 5:17).
Part One
Part One — Believe and Obey the Good News
The “good news” refers to the message of great joy that the angel brought to the shepherds concerning Jesus’ birth as a human being, as Savior and as Christ the Lord (Luke 2:11).
The Greek for “good news,” ευαγγελιον, originally means that God’s plan to save sinners has arrived; from this point people can make the new covenant with God and thereby become God’s people (Hebrews 8:10).
Religious people today have changed the translation of “good news” to 福音 (fuyin, “tidings of blessing,” the customary Chinese word for “gospel”), contrary to the original meaning of the Bible in its original language. This irresponsible translation changes the transformation of life for the “good” through believing in the Lord into the “blessing” of improved living circumstances through believing in the Lord. This mistaken choice is the cause of today’s secularized churches and church members’ failure to be born again. God’s people perish through ignorance (Hosea 4:6); therefore believers who want eternal life must make the following three responses to God’s good news:
I. Respond to the Lord’s resurrection
For sinners in God’s eyes, both the Lord Jesus’ death and his resurrection from the dead are good news: his death was to take away their sins (John 1:29), and his resurrection was to give them credible evidence (Acts 17:31). Jesus’ resurrection from the dead proves that he is Christ the Lord. Although many people in the world are named “Jesus,” none of them can rise from the dead.
Believers today must learn from the three thousand people who turned to the Lord at the gathering in Jerusalem. Those three thousand believers were willing to be baptized into Christ because they heard the testimony that Jesus had risen from the dead (Acts 2:32–41). Because their faith rested on the fact that Jesus is the Christ, these true believers had the new life that enabled them to persevere in the apostles’ teaching, receive the Lord’s Supper, and attend prayer meetings (Acts 2:41–42).
Believing that Jesus rose from the dead is an indispensable step in believing in the Lord. Because Peter believed in the Lord’s resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:5), his faith in and love for the Lord Jesus were real (John 21:15). Although Judas followed Jesus for many years, because he did not honor Jesus as the Christ (Matthew 26:16), he ultimately became a “son of perdition” in the Lord’s eyes (John 17:12).
II. Make the new covenant with the Lord
The “new covenant” is the agreement God makes with people (Romans 11:27) through the righteous one, Jesus (1 John 2:1), as “mediator” (Hebrews 9:15). Under the terms of the new covenant, God will take away the sins of those who confess them (Romans 11:27) and give the Holy Spirit to those who obey (Acts 5:32); people, for their part, must live out the new life in the Lord through the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 5:17). Those who make the new covenant with God must sincerely practice the true word to be worthy of being God’s people (Hebrews 8:10). The three thousand people baptized into the Lord at the Pentecost gathering in Jerusalem were model believers who had made the new covenant with God (Acts 2:41–42).
The evidence that a person has made a covenant with God is receiving the Holy Spirit, given by God as a gift, in the heart (Acts 2:38); the sign that the Holy Spirit lives in a person’s heart is joy in the heart that comes from the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17). Believers today must learn from the two believers who walked with the Lord on the road to Emmaus. Because they accepted the Lord’s teaching and received the Lord’s Supper that he gave them (Luke 24:27, 30), their sorrow turned to joy, and they turned back to carry out the Lord’s word (Luke 24:17–33).
III. Keep the apostles’ teaching
“Apostles” are messengers chosen by God (Acts 9:15). God’s good messengers will be like Paul, able to lead many people to the Lord (Acts 19:6). If believers today are willing to follow the example of the Ephesian believers and believe and obey Paul’s teaching, they too can become Christians who have been born again and saved, just as those believers did (Acts 19:5–6).
Qing Ping Yue
To proclaim the good news,
You must experience it yourself.
Lay aside your own interests;
Give all your strength for the Lord.

The good news is not “tidings of blessing”;
It proclaims the Lord’s coming.
If you seek purity of faith,
You must examine the Bible in its original language.
Part Two
Part Two — Receive the Holy Spirit as a Gift
The Holy Spirit (“gift,” δωρεαν) means that those willing to obey God can receive the Holy Spirit as a “gift” from God (Acts 2:38).
Those who have the Holy Spirit in their hearts will carry out God’s will. Because the apostle Paul had the gift of the Holy Spirit in his heart, he could obey the Lord’s leading and go to Macedonia to proclaim the Lord’s “good news,” bringing it into Europe (Acts 16:7–15). God’s people must have God’s Spirit dwelling in their hearts; only those who have the Holy Spirit in their hearts belong to Christ (Romans 8:9). Today many believers have only the Holy Spirit’s prompting in their hearts and not yet the Holy Spirit as a gift. Like the rich young man who asked the Lord Jesus how to obtain eternal life but was unwilling to follow him, they have not received the Holy Spirit as a gift (Mark 10:21–22). All who have the gift of the Holy Spirit in their hearts will be like the three thousand believers baptized into the Lord at Pentecost, willing to persevere in the apostles’ teaching (Acts 2:42). They will also be like Paul, having the Holy Spirit’s power to cast out demons and his joy (Acts 16:18, 25). Those who have only the Holy Spirit’s prompting must obey that prompting until God considers them worthy to receive the Holy Spirit. Because Saul listened to the Lord, willingly entered the city of Damascus, and waited for the Lord’s instructions, he finally passed the test and received the Holy Spirit whom the Lord gave him (Acts 9:17).
All who have received the gift of the Holy Spirit will certainly have the following three results:
I. Be filled with the Holy Spirit
A person who has the Holy Spirit dwelling in the heart will use God’s love to love God and other people, because the Holy Spirit pours God’s love into people’s hearts (Romans 5:5). Barnabas was a man filled with the Holy Spirit (reference printed as Acts 12:24). At that time Paul had only recently believed in the Lord; because of his bad reputation for persecuting the church, believers treated him coldly. Only Barnabas was willing to welcome Paul and treat him as one of their own (Acts 9:27). Today there are many people who consider themselves filled with the Holy Spirit. Not only do they lack God’s love, they also lack the power to heal the sick, cast out demons, and lead people to be born again and saved. They can only “speak in tongues” and preach “prosperity theology,” specializing in deceiving the spiritually ignorant. They are filled with the world, not with the Holy Spirit.
II. Be able to be in Christ
Those filled with the Holy Spirit, through the Holy Spirit’s leading and their willingness to be led by God, become “sons of God” (Romans 8:14). Whether someone can become a son of God depends on their qualities, not their outward appearance. One of the criminals who believed in the Lord on the cross had the righteousness of turning from evil to what was right, and so entered the Lord’s paradise (Luke 23:42–43).
This shows that being in Christ depends on the quality of “righteousness,” not on performing religious ceremonies. For this very reason Scripture says that believers must become righteous people before they can live by faith (Romans 1:17). Simon of Samaria had no share in the Lord’s way because his heart was not right (Acts 8:21); consequently, he could not receive eternal life in Christ (Romans 6:23). By contrast, the centurion Cornelius, who was willing to carry out the Lord’s word, could receive eternal life in the Lord Christ because he had become a righteous person (Romans 6:23).
III. Be able to lead people to the Lord
Leading people to the Lord is the Great Commission the Lord gave his disciples (Matthew 28:19–20). Because the Chinese Bible’s translation is mistaken, believers today overlook the following truths:
1. The Greek for “go,” πορευθεντες, is a “participle,” not a verb. Therefore it should be translated “when you go,” not “you must go.”
2. Since the Greek words for “baptizing” and “teaching” are also “participles,” the meaning of the verse should be: make people the Lord’s disciples through “baptism” and “teaching.”
The above translation, returning to the Bible’s original language, has two benefits:
1. It recovers the meaning that the Lord wants people to proclaim wherever they go.
2. “Making people the Lord’s disciples” is the ultimate purpose.
Most believers who have truly been born again can lead people to the Lord, because they proclaim the true word and have the Holy Spirit’s power. Philip, who led the Ethiopian eunuch to the Lord in the wilderness, was such a person (Acts 8:35–38).
Lang Tao Sha
Because the Spirit’s wind has been received,
The face is full of smiles.
From now on life has no cold winter.
Lead people to the Lord and bear much fruit,
Greatly used by the Lord.

Though coming and going in haste,
There is boundless joy.
The Lord’s footsteps will surely be followed.
The world’s trends change in an instant—
Why identify with them?
Part Three
Part Three — Live Out the New Life
“Living out the new life” means that, after being born again and saved, the Lord’s disciples must display the new life (2 Corinthians 5:17).
In the story of the prodigal son, the Lord Jesus mentions that after repenting and turning back, the prodigal displayed the new life of a good son (Luke 15:17–23). This new life is the prerequisite for receiving eternal life (Romans 6:22). This new life comes about because a person carries out God’s word and receives the indwelling Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38), and only afterward gradually grows to maturity (1 Peter 2:2). This process embodies the meaning of the Lord’s words: “The words I have spoken to you are spirit and are life” (John 6:63).
All who have this new life will have the following three qualities:
I. Be like the risen Lord
Being “like the risen Lord” is not something one can claim for oneself, because that is one’s own subjective opinion. The Christians in Antioch truly did resemble the risen Lord. Because they bore Christ’s likeness, people outside the church called them “Christians” (Acts 11:26).
Today’s “Methodist Church” also has the experience of taking as its name a nickname given by outsiders. The Chinese meaning of “Method” is 方法, “a way of doing something.” The founders of the Methodist Church attached exceptional importance to methods of building churches, and as a result outsiders called them “Methodist,” meaning “people who emphasize method.” Because Chinese-speaking church members did not like this nickname, they used the Chinese name of the founder Wesley for their denomination, calling it 衛理公會, the Methodist Church.
Chinese people attach great importance to names. There is nothing wrong with this, because God also values people’s names. Thus he had “Jacob” change his name to “Israel” (the original Hebrew meaning of “Israel” is “fight for God”; Genesis 32:27). The meaning of “fight for God” is “be a good soldier of Christ” (2 Timothy 2:3). Paul instructed Timothy to have the qualities of a good soldier of Christ Jesus (2 Timothy 2:3–4). May the Lord’s disciples today also have the new life Paul and Timothy had, so that they too can become true Christians in God’s eyes.
II. Regularly lead people to believe in the Lord
At the Pentecost gathering in Jerusalem, three thousand people were baptized into Christ (Acts 2:41). Later they all became experts at leading people to the Lord (Acts 2:46). They were so successful because the Lord worked with them (Acts 2:47). Paul could lead Lydia to believe in the Lord in Philippi for the same reason: the Lord worked with him (Acts 16:14). Those who understand this should seek the Lord’s working with them. The prerequisite for God’s willingness to work with people is that they go out and proclaim the “good news,” ευαγγελιον (Mark 16:20). Unfortunately, the translators of the Chinese Bible rendered the Greek for “good news” as 福音, “tidings of blessing,” causing many preachers to lose God’s working with them because they did not preach the “good news.”
Another factor affecting the results of preaching is the preacher’s character. Preachers must have God’s love and be filled with the Holy Spirit. God’s love comes from the Holy Spirit’s pouring it out (Romans 5:5), while the Holy Spirit comes through a person’s obedience to God (Acts 5:32). Because Barnabas had the “qualities of a good person” and the “fullness of the Holy Spirit,” the result was that “many people turned to the Lord” (Acts 11:24).
III. Keep the apostles’ teaching
“Keeping the apostles’ teaching” means observing the sound, true word proclaimed by faithful apostles (Acts 2:42). During my several decades of proclaiming the true word and building churches, I received many insights into the true word that enabled me to lead many people to the Lord. I am willing to share them here with those eager to learn, entirely for the advancement of the Lord’s Great Commission and for God’s glory. I hope for the understanding and support of the Lord’s true disciples. Below is the brief message I have found most effective in leading people to the Lord. In the past I have used this approach to lead many people to the Lord on airplanes, on cruise ships, in hotels, in restaurant queues, and in airports. These are the simple teachings those not yet born again need to hear:
1. The existence of created things demonstrates the existence of a Creator (Romans 1:20).
2. God has an eternal plan (Ephesians 1:9–11).
3. The trustworthy evidence for God is his resurrection and appearance to people (1 Corinthians 15:6).
Bu Suan Zi
Those who have the new life
Will surely enjoy God’s favor.
Facing life’s sufferings,
They give priority to praise.
Could there be another way
To move God’s hand?
Better to trust the Lord wholeheartedly
And let God live within the heart.
Part Four
Part Four — Be Willing to Leave Mistaken Ways
“Leaving mistaken ways” means being willing to leave a state of erroneous belief.
In the Lord Jesus’ story of the prodigal son’s return, the prodigal faced famine. Because he was willing to lay aside the thought that he had “no face to meet the elders of Jiangdong”—too ashamed to face those back home—he returned home and admitted his wrong to his father. He not only preserved his life but also comforted his elderly father’s heart, and everyone rejoiced.
People in the world often refuse to submit to the actions of “Heaven above” because they are “self-righteous.” Job, recorded in the Bible, was such a person. He considered himself righteous, and therefore thought God was wrong to let him suffer so long (Job 40:8). Only after God appeared to him did he confess his wrong to God and leave his mistaken ways (Job 42:5–6). I earnestly hope believers today will learn from Job and not be self-righteous before the Creator. God’s people perish through ignorance (Hosea 4:6).
Believers willing to leave mistaken ways need the following three kinds of spiritual understanding:
I. Accept God’s revelation
In the past, God revealed things to people in two ways: speaking to them directly (Matthew 3:17), and speaking through God’s servants (2 Kings 5:10). Naaman, commander of the king of Aram’s army, suffered from leprosy and sought healing from Israel’s God. God then told him through the prophet Elisha to wash seven times in the Jordan River. At first Naaman would not accept this treatment. Later, through his servants’ advice, he obeyed God’s revelation and was healed.
Naaman’s healing brings believers today the following reflections:
1. Believers must believe and obey the God of Israel.
2. Believers must respect God’s true servants and not think they can save themselves.
II. Receive a good outcome
Since ancient times, all who act on God’s revelation have had a good outcome. The Samaritan woman who met the Lord at Jacob’s well followed his instruction to call her husband to come with her before the Lord to receive living water. This brought the whole village before the Lord to turn to him (John 4:30). The three thousand people baptized into the Lord at the Pentecost gathering received the gift of the Holy Spirit because they accepted the Lord’s revelation and went to Jerusalem to wait for the Holy Spirit’s descent (Luke 24:49; Acts 2:41). Believers must have hearts that thirst for the Lord before they will come to him of their own initiative to receive the Holy Spirit (John 7:37–39). Because the Ethiopian eunuch was willing to take the initiative, he could be baptized into the Lord after hearing Philip proclaim the good news just once (Acts 8:36–38). By contrast, because the rich man who came before the Lord to ask about eternal life had no such thirst, his only outcome was sorrow (Mark 10:22).
III. Fear the true God
Because the LORD God shows those who fear him how to walk in God’s way (Psalm 25:12), those who want to walk rightly must fear God. When Joseph was a slave in Egypt, his master’s wife tried to tempt him to sin. Because Joseph feared sinning against God (Genesis 39:9), he fled in haste (Genesis 39:9). Believers today ought to learn from Joseph and maintain a moral boundary in their conduct, so that they too, like Joseph, can leave the mistaken ways of life.
Believers should be attentive when putting biblical teaching into practice. Today the world often contains false teachings that appear plausible. When Martin Luther promoted the Reformation, he confronted the church’s mistaken practice of “selling indulgences.” Such mistaken ways of belief also existed in the early church. When Peter baptized the entire household of Cornelius, who was not Jewish, he had to defend that decision (Acts 10:47), because there was a mistaken belief in “not baptizing Gentiles.” In today’s churches, many believers remain trapped in the mistaken belief that “those who receive salvation need not accept Jesus as sovereign Lord.” This erroneous belief already existed in the early church (Jude 4).
All who want to leave mistaken ways today must make the new covenant with God, because God can give them hearts that fear him (Malachi 2:5). God will write the law in their hearts (Hebrews 8:10), so that the gift of the Holy Spirit given by God is in their hearts (Acts 2:38). After receiving the Holy Spirit, a person becomes a true Christian belonging to Christ (Romans 8:9). In this way the apostle Paul grew, step by step, from a persecutor of the church into a builder of the church (Acts 16:31–34).
Pu Sa Man
If one is always self-righteous,
One becomes merely religious.
May you understand the times
And come to your senses early.
Have the faith of Job;
No bitter plight lasts forever.
Know your wrong and willingly turn back;
Then life need hold no worry.
Part Five
Part Five — Strive to Enter the Kingdom of Heaven
“Striving to enter the kingdom of heaven” means Christians must put the Lord’s teaching into practice and earnestly seek entry into the kingdom of heaven, because only those who strive can enter (Matthew 11:12).
Christians today should learn from Caleb and Joshua, who wanted to enter the promised land of Canaan. They resolved to overcome every difficulty and enter the good land of promise (Joshua 24:15), and ultimately both received Canaan as their inheritance (reference printed as Psalm 14:13–14). God’s people entering the promised land was a foreshadowing of Christians entering the kingdom of heaven today. God wants the people who belong to him to possess the qualities he requires (Luke 9:62), so all who want to enter the kingdom of heaven must undergo the refining of suffering (Isaiah 48:10). Since many people are unwilling to pay this price, the Lord Jesus long ago told his followers: “Strive to enter through the narrow gate. Many will want to enter in the future, but will not be able to” (Luke 13:24).
Many people will be unable to enter the kingdom of heaven in the future, not because they do not want to enter, but because, like the “son of perdition” Jesus mentioned (John 17:12), their qualities are not good enough.
Those who understand this will be willing to lay everything aside to pursue the following three qualities of the new life that enable people to enter the kingdom of heaven:
I. Be willing to do your utmost
“Doing your utmost” means that the Lord’s followers, in his presence, do not “let the guest usurp the host’s place.” Peter, the Lord’s disciple, was such a person, willing to do his utmost to carry out the Lord’s will. Once he fished all night and caught nothing. When the Lord Jesus told him to take the boat into deep water and let down the nets again, he set aside his own feelings and did as the Lord commanded. The miracle of two boats full of fish then occurred (Luke 5:5–7). On another occasion, when the Lord wanted to wash his feet, Peter refused the Lord’s service. When the Lord let him know that this would mean having no share with him, Peter became willing to let the Lord wash his whole body (John 13:9). Peter’s virtue of never “letting the guest usurp the host’s place” before the Lord is what believers who want to strive to enter the kingdom of heaven need today. Those who wish to acquire this virtue should be like Paul, the Lord’s disciple: “Discipline my body and make it obey me” (1 Corinthians 9:27).
II. Meet God’s requirements
“Meeting God’s requirements” means believers are willing to learn from Paul’s example, lay aside their self-righteous plans for life, and carry out the Lord’s Great Commission (Matthew 28:19–20). Those willing to do this participate in the great eternal plan God has established in the universe (Ephesians 1:11).
All who do not believe there is a Creator in the world (Romans 1:20), and do not believe the Creator has a great eternal plan (Ephesians 1:9–11), are people acting against Heaven’s will. According to biblical revelation, after leaving this world they will be like the rich man who suffered in Hades: although free to think and speak, they have lost the right to act and to seek comfort (Luke 16:25–26). May such people not leave this world too soon, so that they have more opportunities to learn the way from wise people in God’s kingdom. I believe the best teacher should be the prophet Daniel. First, Daniel had an excellent spirit (Daniel 6:3). Second, Daniel could withstand the test of suffering (Daniel 6:16). Third, Daniel had a conscience without self-reproach (Daniel 6:22). Fourth, Daniel had God’s blessing (Daniel 6:28). Daniel’s excellent qualities are what those who want to enter the kingdom of heaven must pursue. These qualities are the “abundant life” the Lord mentioned.
III. Desire to receive eternal life
“Desiring to receive eternal life” means having a longing for eternal life.
The Lord publicly invited such people to come before him to receive the Holy Spirit (John 7:37). A proverb says, “You can lead an ox to water, but you cannot force it to drink.” Preaching to people who have no longing is like feeding milk to a baby who is not hungry: it has no effect. Lydia in Philippi could pay close attention to Paul’s words because the Lord opened her heart (Acts 16:14). Because the Lord’s word entered Lydia’s heart, she sincerely believed in the Lord (Acts 16:14–15). This shows that hearing the true word and receiving God’s spiritual prompting are the prior causes of a person’s longing for eternal life. Those who understand this will listen more to pure truth and sincerely confess their sins to God, so that they possess the desire for eternal life and the qualities it requires.
Hao Shi Jin
If you want salvation,
You must overcome every difficulty.
If someone does not love himself,
He is a great idler.
Heaven does not fail the devoted;
God will surely grant peace.
Jesus died for you—
Never fail to treasure it.
Part Six
Part Six — Be Willing to Grow Toward Salvation
“Growing toward salvation” means that after believers sincerely repent, they love the true word and thereby grow until they are saved.
Apollos in Ephesus had been instructed in the Lord’s way, but knew only John’s baptism (Acts 18:25), so at that time he should have been someone who had not yet received the gift of the Holy Spirit in his heart (Acts 19:2–3). Because he was willing to learn humbly from Priscilla and Aquila, he grew and received the Holy Spirit, becoming able in Achaia to refute the Jews and prove that Jesus is the Christ (Acts 18:25–28).
Because “growing toward salvation” is biblical teaching (1 Peter 2:2), all who want the salvation of their souls must go through the process of “believing the true word,” “receiving the Holy Spirit,” and “becoming holy” (2 Thessalonians 2:13). This is the process of salvation revealed by the Lord: “carry out the Lord’s word,” “obey God’s Spirit,” and “receive the new life” (John 6:63). Anyone who has gone through these three experiences is a true Christian who has been born again and saved. Those who have been born again and saved will have the following three signs of the new life:
I. Grow in knowledge
The Lord’s true disciples have all been born again (John 3:3). According to biblical teaching, everyone born again should be a “new person” being gradually renewed in knowledge (Colossians 3:10). This “knowledge” should refer to God’s revelation (Acts 8:35) and a person’s experiential knowledge of God (Job 42:5). Job’s knowledge of God developed through a process. At first he had heard of God; only after experiencing suffering did he see God with his own eyes (Job 42:5). In the earlier period, Job had only intellectual knowledge of God. In the later period, because he was willing to submit to God in suffering, he finally received God’s favor and blessing (Job 42:10–17).
The first thing those with spiritual knowledge should know is: “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34). Believers must not have the mistaken impression that God loves them especially and therefore they may act willfully and fail to do God’s will (Matthew 7:21). Rational believers should know there is a Creator in the world (Romans 1:20), and that people die and afterward face judgment (Hebrews 9:27). Anyone of sound mind will be like the Samaritan woman and carry out the Lord Jesus’ instructions, so that by receiving “living water” (the Holy Spirit) they will not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16). The knowledge of those who do not believe in the Creator has no eternal value. May readers all have spiritual knowledge, because people perish through ignorance (Hosea 4:6).
II. Know God’s will
Because believers’ rebirth is a process of renewal of the mind (Ephesians 4:21–23), and a renewed mind is the prerequisite for knowing God’s will (Romans 12:2), “knowing God’s will” is one sign that a believer has been born again and saved. Timothy knew to follow God’s will and chose to work with Paul to advance the “good news” (gospel), showing that he truly was a Christian born again and saved. In Samaria there was a false Christian named Simon who had been baptized but still had an unrighteous heart. He wanted to buy from the apostle Peter the power to give people the Holy Spirit, and was rebuked by Peter (Acts 8:13, 18–23). This shows that all who have truly been born again will know and carry out God’s will. When they resolve to do God’s will, God gives them the understanding to distinguish whether something is God’s will (John 7:17). Since our God knows people’s hearts (Psalm 139:2), those who commit sins must never play ignorant, because this adds to their guilt. King Saul lost his throne and the Spirit of the LORD because he played ignorant (references printed as 1 Samuel 25:26; 16:14).
III. Have a mature spiritual life
Because maturity in a believer’s life is an expression of true rebirth, believers should leave the elementary teaching about Christ and strive to advance to perfection (Hebrews 6:1). Mark, the author of the Gospel of Mark, was a preacher whose spiritual life was renewed. When his spiritual life was not yet very mature, he left the missionary team formed by Barnabas and Paul midway through its journey (Acts 13:13; 15:38). Later, before Paul’s martyrdom, he asked Timothy to bring Mark to Rome to assist in the sacred work (2 Timothy 4:11). This shows that Mark had by then become an experienced preacher.
All who want a mature spiritual life must, like Mark, withstand the Lord’s testing.
Huan Xi Sha
To be the Lord’s disciple, pursue growth;
Only then will spiritual life gradually grow.
Only then can one be a good sheep of the Lord.

Do not forget to proclaim the good news,
So that the Lord’s household flourishes.
Only then will you receive heaven’s reward.
Part Seven
Part Seven — Be Sanctified in the Lord
Because the LORD God is holy, the people who belong to God should become holy (Leviticus 11:44). Believers’ becoming holy is God’s will (1 Thessalonians 4:3); therefore the saints should pursue becoming saints in Christ Jesus (Philippians 1:1).
Believers willing to do this must possess the following three prerequisites:
I. Be sanctified by the truth
Because the Lord’s word is truth (John 17:17), all who obey the Lord’s words can become holy through the truth (John 17:19). The twelve believers in the church at Ephesus had not received the Holy Spirit before meeting Paul. Later, because they heard the word of truth Paul proclaimed, they all became saints who had been born again and saved (Acts 19:5–6). This shows that believers’ rebirth does not depend on how long they have listened to preaching, but on whether they have heard the true word. May preachers who do not yet know how to proclaim the true word learn from the saints who were born again in the church at Corinth. They were sanctified in Jesus Christ and called to be saints, not merely “church members” (reference printed as 1 Corinthians 1:1).
II. Through God’s Spirit
In Paul’s letter to the church at Corinth, we can see that many believers there had committed sins, but later, by relying on the Lord’s name and through God’s Spirit, their sins were washed away and they were sanctified and justified (1 Corinthians 6:11). All who want to rely on the Lord’s name must accept Jesus as Christ the Lord (Acts 2:36). All willing to accept Jesus as Christ the Lord must believe in Jesus’ resurrection, because only the true God has the power to overcome death. All who wish to act through God’s Spirit must first repent and then be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ; only afterward will the gift of the Holy Spirit dwell in their hearts (Acts 2:38).
After the Holy Spirit enters the saints’ hearts, he pours God’s love into their hearts, enabling them to use God’s love to love God and one another (Matthew 22:37; John 13:34). From then on, the saints’ living is “no longer I, but Christ” (Galatians 2:20). Only those with Christ’s Spirit in their hearts belong to Christ (reference printed as Romans 7:9). It is regrettable and contrary to biblical teaching that some religious organizations in the world today have established their own qualifications for judging who is a “saint.” In fact, neither individuals themselves nor religious organizations can have the final say about who is a “saint.” True saints are those who fear God and withstand God’s testing (Genesis 22:12), and the righteous who have received the new life (Romans 1:17).
III. Truly be in Christ
“Believers being in Christ” means believers are baptized into Christ (Galatians 3:27). Being baptized into Christ is like a branch joined to a tree’s trunk: it is a sharing of life (John 15:5). Timothy’s relationship with Jesus Christ was as close as that of a branch and its tree. Timothy did not follow the trends; he devoted himself to Jesus Christ’s concerns and cared for the Lord’s servant Paul as though Paul were his own father (Philippians 2:21–22). Timothy’s testimony of new life was the sign that he was truly sanctified in Christ. The Bible records someone who was baptized but did not live out a good testimony: Simon of Samaria. He was baptized, but did not live a reborn life. He actually wanted to buy from Peter the spiritual gift of “laying hands on people so that they receive the Holy Spirit,” and Peter rebuked him (Acts 8:13, 21). In these two cases of baptism we see the phenomenon of “eating at the same table, each practicing for himself.” Although Timothy and Simon were both baptized, their baptisms did not necessarily both meet biblical requirements, just as the driving of people taking a license test does not always meet traffic rules.
According to biblical revelation, believers who want to receive the Holy Spirit through baptism must first be honest before God (John 4:24). Then, like the shepherds, they must believe the good news the angel proclaimed (Luke 2:11), and believe in the Lord Jesus’ death and resurrection (Acts 2:32), so that their faith has evidence (Acts 17:31). Before receiving baptism, they must confess their sins to God; only then can they receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). (According to the Hebrew definitions, sin in God’s eyes is “rebellion,” “not glorifying God,” and “knowingly doing wrong”; Psalm 32:1–2.)
Mu Lan Hua
If sanctified through the truth,
Life can become more abundant.
The old self has yielded to the Lord;
The new self is forever victorious.

Live devoutly and practice righteousness,
Willingly carrying out God’s will.
If willing to follow the Lord’s leading,
Everyone can become God’s offspring.
Afterword
Afterword
This book’s contents are not theological research, but are “wise words to awaken the world” that I received from God. In the preface I explained my purpose in writing: to share with readers seven good qualities that those who receive salvation must possess. These good qualities are the “righteous deeds” lived out before God by the “righteous” who are justified by faith (Romans 1:17). All who have these righteous deeds are those who enter the kingdom of heaven because they are willing to do God’s will (Matthew 7:21).
God’s people must fear the true God, the LORD, because he is a great God above all gods (Psalm 95:3). None who despise God’s will and turn to their own way come to a good end. Adam and Eve being expelled from Eden (Genesis 3:23), the Holy Spirit leaving King Saul (1 Samuel 16:14), and the suicide of Judas, the “son of perdition” (Matthew 27:5), are all failed cases of ignorant people attempting to challenge God’s sovereignty.
Those who understand this should be like Paul: willingly bow before the risen Lord and wait to receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 9:4, 17), and take pride in the Lord (Philippians 1:21; 2 Timothy 4:8), because people have no power to overcome Heaven. I offer the following two suggestions to those willing to follow Paul’s example. First, examine whether you have received the joy (Romans 14:17) and power (Acts 16:18) of the Holy Spirit. Second, if the Holy Spirit is not yet in your heart, you must obey God (Acts 5:32). Do not forget: receiving the Holy Spirit is the sign that a person belongs to Christ (Romans 8:9).
Zhe Gu Tian
The Lord’s salvation is truly good;
Believers’ sanctification is indispensable (2 Thessalonians 2:13).
All who are wise will surely strive,
Running straight toward the mark.

Discipline yourself; do not act recklessly.
Most essential is practicing the true word.
The world’s splendor withers sooner or later;
Heaven’s reward is the most reliable.
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