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Foreword by Zhu
Foreword by Zhu
Fishing calls for knowledge, methods, tools and skills. Whoever fully masters these can become a successful fisherman with an abundant catch.
In evangelism, we often seek knowledge, methods, tools and skills just as we do in fishing. We hope that, equipped with all these, we will become excellent spiritual fishermen, greatly used by the Lord in evangelism to win people for Him.
We often overlook a very important fact: in spiritual service, beyond knowledge, methods, tools and skills, the person serving matters even more. Beyond evangelistic knowledge, methods, tools and skills, the evangelist is more important. What kind of person is the evangelist? How well does the evangelist know the Lord Jesus Christ being proclaimed? How much understanding and experience of salvation does that person have? How fully is the message understood and grasped? How much understanding and sympathy does the evangelist have for the listeners’ circumstances? The evangelist’s spiritual condition, passion, faith, conduct, words and actions all greatly affect the outcome.
This book emphasizes that, to receive the Lord’s blessing and be used in evangelism, discussing methods and techniques alone is not enough. It discusses the evangelist: the person matters more than methods and techniques. The author identifies eight qualities evangelists must have. Only with this ‘accomplishment on all eight sides’ can one become an excellent fisherman.
Pastor David Tsang has shepherded churches in the United States and Canada for more than forty years, with the Lord’s blessing on his ministry. Over those years, through evangelistic meetings and personal conversations in different parts of the world, he has led countless people to faith in Christ the Lord. His ministry and testimony show that he is an excellent spiritual fisherman. Now this experienced fisherman has brought together in a book his years of thinking about evangelism, insights into ministry and experience in service. Reading it is like sitting before a seasoned fisherman, hearing his sound insights and learning deeply from them. Readers will certainly benefit, finding inspiration and guidance that help them grow in the Lord and receive His blessing and approval in their future evangelistic service.
Zhu Changling (朱昌錂), International General Director, Chinese Evangelical Mission (中華福音使命團)
March 25, 2011
Translation note
The eight-sided expression 八面玲瓏 is used approvingly here as a play on the book’s eight qualities, not translated as a charge of social manipulation. The endorsement and ministry-duration claims belong to the foreword writer. 朱昌錂 is preserved with the Mandarin reading aid Zhu Changling; the organization’s English rendering is descriptive and does not establish an official preferred name.
Foreword by Wu
Foreword by Wu
I firmly believe that ‘what the heavenly Father wants us to become far outweighs what work we do for Him!’ If the Father wanted any work done, He could simply send countless angels and heavenly hosts to accomplish it all. Yet He longs for His people’s lives to be continually renewed and transformed in the course of serving Him, so that we become people after His heart who please Him.
I have read another work by Pastor David Tsang, Be a Spiritual Fisherman. Drawing on years of experience, he explains eight areas in accessible yet substantial language, concisely presenting the essentials required of someone who fishes for people. Every fisherman must be a Christian who has been born again and saved and has new life. This is extremely important, because in the last days many who call themselves ‘Christians’ do not have Christ’s life. They may do some outward evangelistic work, but are blind people leading the blind, both falling into a pit. I strongly agree with Pastor Tsang’s insight: beyond being born again with new life, a spiritual fisherman must continually be willing to have a heart renewed by the Holy Spirit. Because of human sinfulness, it is easy to hold personal biases, prejudices or mistaken ideas. Such problems affect a fisherman’s renewal by the Spirit of truth. As Psalm 23:3 reminds us, ‘He revives my soul [the original word refers to the soul, that is, a person’s thoughts, will and emotions]; for His own name’s sake He leads me in paths of righteousness.’ Every spiritual fisherman’s soul needs to be revived daily, continually, at every moment. Only after revival is there an opportunity to walk in God’s righteous way; otherwise, one will surely walk on a crooked path or the path of death.
I greatly appreciate Pastor Tsang’s rigorous scholarship and faithfulness to the Bible. Almost every point is grounded in Scripture, with explanations in English or the original Greek. Together with his deep foundation in Chinese, this leaves a strong impression and makes the material easy to absorb.
Having taught evangelism in seminaries and gospel organizations, I have indeed found that some brothers and sisters attending training—even some seminary students—are confused Christians who are not clear about their salvation. I deeply hope that every believer learning evangelism will first read Pastor Tsang’s Be a Spiritual Fisherman carefully. It can help readers understand their own condition and faith more clearly, then lead people to the Lord effectively and become spiritual fishermen who please God and accord with His heart.
Founder and Senior Pastor, Aicheng Gospel Church (愛誠福音教會), New York, United States
Chair of the Board, New York Short-Term Mission Training Center (美國紐約短期宣教訓練中心): Wu Guangmou (吳光謀)
May 6, 2011
Translation note
The first-person speaker is the foreword writer Wu Guangmou, not David Tsang. The interpretation of ‘soul’ and the statements about salvation and renewal are the foreword’s own explanation. 吳光謀 is retained with a Mandarin reading aid. Aicheng is a reading aid for 愛誠, and the organizational titles are descriptive renderings rather than independently verified official English names.
Preface
Preface
‘Fishing for people’ was the promise the disciple Peter received from the Lord (Luke 5:10). With that promise, Peter could lead three thousand people to the Lord through one sermon (Acts 2:41). The Song-dynasty writer Su Xun put it well: ‘An achievement is not achieved on the day of its completion; it must have had its beginnings’ (Guwen Guanzhi, ‘On Guan Zhong’). According to Su Xun, success does not arise on the day it is accomplished, but from possessing the factors that make success possible. Peter succeeded because he had the ‘causes’ through which he could receive God’s blessing. His ‘sincere repentance’ (Luke 5:8) and ‘belief in and obedience to the Lord’s word’ (Luke 5:5) became the beginnings of his later success.
‘Fishing for people’ means ‘bringing people to the Lord,’ rather than ‘bringing people into a religion.’ The former is the Lord’s ‘Great Commission’ (Matthew 28:19); the latter is a human ‘little maneuver.’ Joining a religion is not the same as coming to the Lord. Although Simon of Samaria had been baptized and joined the religious community, his heart was not right, and he had no share in the Lord’s word (Acts 8:13, 21). In God’s eyes, the efforts of those whose hearts are not right are like drawing water with a bamboo basket: labor without results.
Peter could ‘fish for people’ in his day, and believers today can do the same, because sages and I belong to the same human kind (Mencius, ‘Gaozi,’ Part1). If believers ‘see the worthy and aspire to equal them’ (Analects, ‘Liren’), receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4), suffer for the Lord (Acts 5:41), and proclaim the true word (Acts 10:44), fishing for people will become as easy as turning over one’s hand.
I have preached for four decades and have had the good fortune to receive the nickname ‘fisherman.’ May what this fisherman has seen help those who would ‘fight a tiger bare-handed and cross a river on foot’ become people who ‘plan well and succeed’ (Analects, ‘Shu’er’). If so, readers will succeed, God’s household will flourish, people will benefit, and God will be glorified. There could be no greater joy.
Translation note
The Chinese classical passages are translated in the form the author quotes or paraphrases them; no missing surrounding text is added. The tiger-and-river image criticizes reckless boldness, while the contrasting phrase favors thoughtful planning. 信服 preserves both belief and obedience. The author’s claim that faithful evangelism can become easy is retained as his assertion, not a promised outcome from the translator. The three thousand converts and four decades of preaching remain as printed.
The Eight Polished Faces
1. Receive the Life of the New Birth
(1) Receive the Life of New Birth
The Lord Jesus told Nicodemus, who came to Him at night, ‘Unless a person is born again, that person cannot see God’s kingdom’ (John 3:3). The original Greek meaning of ‘born again’ (γεννηθη ανωθεν) is ‘born from above.’ By ‘above’ (ανωθεν), Jesus meant the heavenly Father. He once told Pilate, ‘You would have no authority over me unless it had been given to you from above (ανωθεν)’ (John 19:11). Since God is spirit (John 4:24), anyone ‘born of the heavenly Father’ becomes a new person who has spirit (John 3:6). This is why Paul calls someone born again a ‘new creation’ (2 Corinthians 5:17).
A ‘new creation’ differs from a ‘reformed person.’ The former is a ‘new kind’ created by the heavenly Father; the latter is a ‘new model’ improved by human beings. The former is ‘spirit,’ the latter ‘flesh’ (John 3:6). The former belongs to Christ (Romans 8:9); the latter has no relationship with Christ (Ephesians 2:12). The former’s heart burns and longs to gather with believers (Luke 24:32–33); the latter often looks sorrowful, grows cold and retreats (Luke 24:13–18). The former can become a messenger chosen by God (Acts 9:15); the latter may become a henchman used by the devil (Acts 9:1–2). The former recognizes wrongdoing and turns back (Luke 22:32); the latter feels remorse and seeks death (Matthew 27:3–5). The former regards entering the heavenly kingdom as an honor (Philippians 3:20); the latter is unwilling to enter it (Matthew 23:13).
Because a ‘new creation’ has the Holy Spirit in the heart, such a person can pass God’s Spirit to those who sincerely believe in the Lord. Paul had the Holy Spirit within him (Acts 9:17), so when he baptized the twelve believers in the Ephesian church, the Holy Spirit came upon them (Acts 19:6). In the early church, Simon, a believer whose heart was not right, wanted to buy from Peter the authority to give people the Holy Spirit, and Peter sharply rebuked him (Acts 8:18–21). If a church contains many people like Simon, it becomes a religious organization that keeps the Lord Jesus Christ outside its door (Revelation 3:20). All believers who have not been born again should repent and turn back to what is right. Those willing to do so must put the following two things into practice:
Follow Peter’s good example. Filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4), Peter not only boldly proclaimed the Lord’s death and resurrection (Acts 2:23–24), but could also give believers grounds for believing Jesus to be ‘Lord and Christ’ (Acts 2:36; 17:31). He told believers that they must repent and be baptized to receive the Holy Spirit as a gift (δωρεαν) (Acts 2:38). Sadly, the Chinese Union Version did not translate the meaning ‘gift’ (δωρεαν). After baptizing the new believers, Peter instructed them to practice the word, participate in fellowship, receive the Lord’s Supper and pray (Acts 2:42). Because he faithfully did what the Lord desired, the Lord greatly blessed his ministry and added those being saved to the church daily (Acts 2:47). Preachers should follow Peter, adhering in their preaching to the biblical principle ‘first seek quality, then receive quantity.’
Receive the Lord’s word with gentleness (James 1:21). Because the heavenly Father gives birth to believers through the word of truth (James 1:18), those not yet born again must receive that word with a gentle heart (James 1:21). The Greek for ‘gentleness’ (πραυτης) can be translated ‘humility’ (2 Corinthians 10:1). In God’s eyes, then, gentleness does not mean speaking softly in a delicate voice, but reverence toward God (1 Peter 3:15) and humility (Matthew 11:29). The twelve Ephesian believers received the Holy Spirit because they humbly accepted the Lord’s word (Acts 19:5). The Lord’s word is the gospel (1 Peter 1:25). Believers must first repent, then believe the gospel (Mark 1:15). Anyone who joins a religion without repenting—even if able to preach, cast out demons and perform miracles—is merely an unrepentant ‘evildoer’ in the Lord’s eyes (Matthew 7:22–23). Since the Lord’s words are spirit and life (John 6:63), any ‘letter’ contrary to the Bible (2 Corinthians 3:6), or theology unable to bring new birth, is not the Lord’s word (Galatians 1:7). May believers accept His word instead of following seemingly plausible but false philosophies. As long as they resolve to do God’s will, they will have the wisdom to distinguish falsehood and recognize truth (John 7:17).
Translation note
The Greek forms, source references, comparisons between new birth and moral reform, and statement about the Chinese Union Version are translated as the author presents them. This is a fidelity translation of his argument, not independent validation of every lexical analysis or doctrinal conclusion. The paired contrasts are all retained, including the qualification ‘may’ about becoming the devil’s henchman.
The Eight Polished Faces
2. Seek the Renewing of the Holy Spirit
(2) Seek Renewal by the Holy Spirit
The washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit are God’s means of saving people (Titus 3:5). Believers must value the Holy Spirit’s renewal. The Greek for ‘renewal’ (ανακαινωσις) contains the two parts ανα, ‘in’ (Revelation 7:17), and καινοτης, ‘new’ (2 Corinthians 5:17); thus it means ‘in newness,’ or ‘renewal.’ In another passage, the Greek word for ‘being renewed’ (ανακαινουται) occurs in ‘Ο εσωθεν ανακαινουται ημερα και ημερα’ (2 Corinthians 4:16) as a present passive verb (pres. Indic. Pass.), meaning ‘the heart is renewed day by day.’ Since a Greek present-tense verb expresses continuous action, ‘being renewed’ is a continuing process of becoming new.
Because God values a person’s heart (1 Samuel 16:7) and determines the outcome according to the heart’s condition before death (John 11:26), believers need renewal by the Holy Spirit to be saved (Titus 3:5). Caleb and Joshua remained faithful to God to the end and entered the promised land (Joshua 14:11–13). The ten others who had spied out the land with them died in the wilderness because of unfaithfulness to God (Numbers 14:37). The robber crucified with the Lord likewise received salvation because, before dying, he was willing to confess his sin and come to the Lord (Luke 23:41–42). Thus anyone who wants eternal life must believe in the Lord before death. Believers must be renewed in mind and follow Him to the end (John 10:27–28). Those willing to do so should practice the following:
Follow the apostle Paul’s good example. Because Paul accepted Christ’s revelation, he could let go of traditions contrary to truth (Galatians 1:11–12). Believers must be renewed in mind to understand God’s will (Romans 12:2). Those willing to ‘discipline their bodies’ (1 Corinthians 9:27) will come to share the Lord’s affections (Philippians 1:8). Those who understand His heart will act from God’s love (Philemon 9) and make decisions according to God’s will (Acts 21:14). Only such people will gladly become the Lord’s slaves (Romans 1:1) and be willing to carry out His word (Luke 1:38).
Be willing to offer the body as a living sacrifice. Since human flesh often leads people into sin (Romans 7:23), all believers should dedicate themselves (Romans 12:1). Only those willing to dedicate themselves can have new hearts and understand God’s will through surrendering control (Romans 12:1–2). This dedication must be sincere and willing, because outward compliance coupled with inward disobedience (1 Samuel 15:19–20) will cut a person off from the Holy Spirit (1 Samuel 16:14). Those who are unwilling and draw back will end in sorrow (Mark 10:22). Believers must be like Peter, ‘leaving everything to follow the Lord’ (Luke 5:11), willing for His sake to go ‘where they do not wish to go’ (John 21:18). Only those who sincerely and wholeheartedly dedicate themselves can fish for people like Peter (Acts 2:41) and receive the Holy Spirit’s cooperation in preaching like Paul (Acts 16:14).
Keep a sincere heart open to God. Although Peter shared the Jewish cultural practice of not associating with Gentiles (John 4:8; Acts 10:14), he was willing to be open to God, who enabled him to see the new light that ‘God shows no partiality’ (Acts 10:34). Because Peter accepted God’s renewal, his preaching carried the Holy Spirit’s power. As he began to preach, the Holy Spirit came upon his hearers (Acts 10:44). Renewal by the Holy Spirit has a cost. Job endured the suffering of having nowhere left to turn in order to correct his self-righteous attitude (Job 40:8; 30:26–27). The Israelites also underwent forty years of testing in the wilderness to learn willingness to keep God’s commandments (Deuteronomy 8:2). Those who do not wish to suffer much through correction must be like Zacchaeus, willing to act at once and renew their attitude as soon as they hear the Lord’s voice (Luke 19:8). In God’s eyes, it is fitting for people to be made complete through suffering (Hebrews 2:10). Those willing to receive a great responsibility from Heaven should gladly accept God-given trials that increase their abilities (Mencius, ‘Jinxin,’ Part 1).
Translation note
The source’s Greek etymology, grammar statement, full Greek clause and English abbreviation ‘pres. Indic. Pass.’ are preserved. The source cites John 4:8 in the discussion of association with Gentiles and ‘Jinxin,’ Part 1 for the Mencius allusion; these references have not been silently replaced. The explanation conveys the author’s interpretation rather than an independent linguistic or historical finding.
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3. Hold a Real Faith
(3) Have Genuine Faith
A preacher who leads people to the Lord must have genuine faith. According to The Biography of Song Shangjie (Hong Kong: Association for Gospel Witness to the Lord (福音證主恊會), 1990), Dr. Song Shangjie (宋尚節) was born into a pastor’s family. At thirteen, he was already preaching at evening services in his father’s church and was called the ‘little pastor.’ He went to study in the United States in 1919 and earned a doctorate in chemistry seven years later. He had not yet been born again and believed that all religions led to the same destination. While studying theology at Union Theological Seminary (恊和神學院), he even sat in meditation and read Buddhist scriptures at home. Later, through God’s mercy, he experienced revival at a church spiritual-renewal meeting. After returning home, he sincerely confessed his sins to God and finally was born again on February 10, 1927. He later returned to China. At a church spiritual-retreat meeting in Shanghai in 1933, a single sermon by Dr. Song called three or four hundred people to the front to confess their sins and repent. From the perspective of Christian culture, before February 10, 1927, he was still a ‘believer’ whose ‘faith was insufficient’ (Mark 9:24). According to biblical truth, however, he should then have been regarded as an unbelieving ‘believer,’ because the Greek word translated ‘insufficient faith’ (απιστια) actually means ‘unbelief.’ The reality of a believer’s faith does not depend on a ‘name’ or ‘work.’ A kind of bird on Pacific islands is called 信天翁, the albatross—literally, an ‘old man who trusts Heaven’—but receiving that name does not make the bird truly ‘trust’ Heaven. Nicodemus was a highly respected person (John 3:10), but a good reputation could not enable him to enter God’s kingdom (John 3:5). Believers must first repent, then believe the gospel (Mark 1:15). Those entering God’s kingdom need genuine faith, which should show itself in the following ways:
Christ dwells in the heart. Believers are people who have received the Lord (John 1:12) and have Christ dwelling in their hearts (Ephesians 3:17). Such people have already ‘received the Holy Spirit as a gift’ (Acts 2:38); the Chinese Union Version does not translate the meaning ‘gift.’ The condition for receiving the Holy Spirit as a gift is obedience to God (Acts 5:32). Those who do not submit to the Lord do not have the Holy Spirit, even if they become preachers. John Wesley had served as a pastor in America, yet had still not received the Holy Spirit. Later, on the evening of May 24, 1738, at a prayer meeting in a London church, he heard the teaching of ‘justification by faith.’ Only that evening, through willingness to submit to the Lord, did he finally receive the Holy Spirit. In his diary, he described the Spirit as a warm current flowing throughout his body and filling him with joy. Once he truly believed in the Lord, God greatly blessed him and made him the founder of Methodism. In Wesley, we see the importance of ‘Christ’s Spirit dwelling in the heart.’ May believers who have not yet submitted to the Lord avoid repeating his mistake. Believers must first save themselves; only then can they speak of saving others.
Treat people with God’s love. Since sincere faith produces love (αγαπη), and this is God’s love (1 Timothy 1:5), all who have genuine faith will treat others with His love. The Lord Jesus regarded forgiving sins as more important than healing illness (Mark 2:5, 11), because God’s love values loving the soul (ψυχη) (Matthew 16:26); the Chinese Bible translates ψυχη as ‘life.’ Because those with genuine faith have the Holy Spirit within them (Ephesians 3:17), they have God’s love (Romans 5:5). Those with God’s love will naturally find it easy to lead people to the Lord (Acts 8:30, 38). If believers have that love, the gospel will travel without legs, and the number being saved will increase daily (Acts 2:46–47).
Be willing to be persuaded by God. Since those saved are ‘slaves’ (δουλος) (Romans 1:1), redeemed by the Lord at a great price (1 Corinthians 6:20), those belonging to Him should obey His every command. Believers should follow Abraham’s example of being ‘fully persuaded’ about God (Romans 4:21). The Greek translated ‘fully believing’ (πληροφορηθεις) means ‘being fully persuaded.’ Abraham was nearly a hundred years old and, by the ordinary course of things, could no longer father a child. When there was no hope, he chose to believe God’s word (Genesis 18:10). His strong faith finally brought his beautiful hope to fulfillment (Genesis 21:2), and he became the father of many nations (Romans 4:18). May believers be persuaded by God’s word and, amid difficulties, not look at circumstances, but trust only His promises (Isaiah 55:11).
Translation note
The accounts of Song Shangjie and John Wesley, including the dates and descriptions of conversion, are translated as the author reports them rather than independently verified biographies. The source’s named Chinese publisher 福音證主恊會 and seminary 恊和神學院 are retained. The albatross passage is a wordplay on the Chinese name 信天翁, explained so the argument remains intelligible. All Greek terms and the supplied English ‘unbelief’ and ‘being fully persuaded’ are preserved. The source’s distinction between belief without repentance and genuine faith is retained as its theological position. The publisher’s English name is a descriptive translation, not an assertion of its official English name. The printed 不徑而走 is understood contextually as the idiom 不脛而走, spreading without legs.
The Eight Polished Faces
4. Keep a Sound Faith
(4) Hold to Sound Belief
Many churches today have their congregations recite the Apostles’ Creed during meetings so that members understand their beliefs. Believers need sound belief to have healthy spiritual lives. The two believers who met the Lord on the road to Emmaus regarded Jesus’s crucifixion as a cause for sorrow (Luke 24:16–17) and were rebuked by Him (Luke 24:25). The Lord called Peter ‘Satan’ because Peter wrongly believed Jesus should not go to Jerusalem to be crucified (Matthew 16:21–23). Later, the Lord accepted Peter (John 21:19), because Peter had accepted the correct beliefs that ‘God’s kingdom does not belong to this world’ (John 18:36) and that believers should seek entry into the heavenly kingdom (2 Peter 1:11). Believers should follow John Wesley’s example of courage in correcting himself. Before being born again and saved, Wesley mistakenly thought that good behavior alone could save a person. He emphasized conduct and methods and was happy to be called a ‘person who values methods’ (Methodist). Later, at a church prayer meeting in London, he submitted to the Lord and accepted the correct belief of justification by faith. With sound belief and the Holy Spirit’s cooperation, he led many to the Lord. Anyone wishing to do likewise needs the following sound beliefs:
Proclaim the pure gospel. The Greek ‘gospel’ (ευαγγελιον) consists of ευ and αγγελιον. Since the former means ‘good’ (Luke 19:17) and the latter ‘message’ (1 John 1:5), together they mean ‘good message.’ Some people today regard ‘good news’ as ‘gospel’ and therefore often explain the ‘blessing’ in the Chinese word for gospel in terms of the Chinese ‘five blessings.’ This does not accord with the Bible. The ‘good news’ is the joyful message the angel proclaimed: ‘The Savior has been born’ (Luke 2:10–11). Preachers who do not proclaim the good message that the Savior came into the world to save sinners, but constantly attract people into a religion through material benefits, hold unsound beliefs. Their gospel is ‘another gospel’ (Galatians 1:6–7), attracting only many ‘pitiful’ people (1 Corinthians 15:19) who come for bread (John 6:26). Those with sound belief should rely on the Holy Spirit and proclaim only the ‘good teaching’ Paul entrusted to others (2 Timothy 1:14).
Carry out the Lord’s Great Commission. ‘Make people of all nations the Lord’s disciples’ was His instruction to His disciples before ascending to heaven (Matthew 28:19). Since the original Greek ‘make disciples’ (μαθητευσατε) is an imperative verb (imper.), believers should obey His command and make people from every nation His disciples. Because the command was issued before His ascension, it is the ‘Great Commission,’ a command of great consequence. Its goal is to make people of all nations the Lord’s disciples. Since the Greek ‘go’ (πορευθεντες) is a participle (part.) and should be translated ‘as you go,’ disciples should make disciples everywhere and at all times, rather than obeying only when convenient. Since ‘baptizing’ (βαπτιζοντες) and ‘teaching’ (διδασκοντες) are also participles (Matthew 28:20), preachers should use baptism and teaching to make people good disciples who practice the Lord’s word. Only those who avoid attracting people into a religion through earthly ‘success,’ and willingly use the Lord’s word to lead them to sincere faith, are truly believers with sound belief.
Proclaim eternal life in accordance with the Lord’s word. Since Scripture is inspired by God (2 Timothy 3:16), believers must proclaim biblical teaching about eternal life. Eternal life is not merely ‘living forever’ (Revelation 20:10), but ‘being with the Lord forever’ (Revelation 22:5). Because eternal life is the Lord’s gift (John 10:27–28), those who desire it must meet the conditions of ‘entering the narrow gate’ and ‘walking the narrow path’ (Matthew 7:13–14). Believers must proclaim repentance and forgiveness of sins (Luke 24:47), because only the repentant can be baptized (Acts 2:38), enter Christ (Galatians 3:27), and await the salvation to be revealed when He returns (Hebrews 9:28; 1 Peter 1:5). Peter had the Lord working with him because he was willing to proclaim this message (Acts 2:38). He could fish for people (Acts 2:41) because he faithfully proclaimed teaching about eternal life grounded in Scripture (2 Peter 1:10–11).
Translation note
The source’s contrast depends partly on 福音, the Chinese word for gospel, containing 福, blessing; this wordplay is made explicit without importing a list of the traditional five blessings. The Greek forms and supplied abbreviations ‘imper.’ and ‘part.’ are preserved. The grammar conclusions, Wesley narrative and theological conditions are the author’s argument, not independent verification by the translator.
The Eight Polished Faces
5. Bear the Likeness of Christ
(5) Be Like Christ
Only those who resemble Christ can be recognized as His disciples (John 13:34–35), so believers must be like Him. Because Paul resembled Christ (Philippians 1:21), he could cast out demons (Acts 16:18) and, through laying on hands, enable people to receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:6). Living in Christ’s likeness is therefore the necessary ‘credit’ that enables a preacher to lead people to the Lord. Preachers without this credibility make people into ‘religious people’ without the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 15:34). Those who want to fish for people must resemble Christ and possess the following qualities:
Be honest at heart. The Lord Jesus was an honest person while on earth (John 3:3). In the New Testament, the Greek for ‘honesty’ (αληθεια) (1 John 3:18) has three meanings: ‘truthfulness’ (Romans 3:7), ‘speaking the truth’ (Ephesians 4:25), and ‘sincerity’ (Philippians 1:18). Since the Lord Himself is honest (John 3:3), He delights in honest people (John 1:47) and dislikes hypocrites (Matthew 23:25). Honest-hearted people can worship God (John 4:24), receive His protection (Psalm 31:23), and gain many blessings (Proverbs 28:20). Whether a person is honest can turn on a single thought. Two robbers were crucified with Jesus: one chose to mock Him; the other sincerely appealed to Him. Their different thoughts led to different outcomes (Luke 23:39–43). Because Paul chose honesty, he could speak truthfully (Romans 9:1), willingly walk in the right way (Galatians 2:14), and boldly denounce false teaching (Galatians 1:9). There was good reason for the Lord to choose him as an apostle to bring the gospel to Gentiles (Acts 9:15). Because of his honest character, the Lord was willing to be with him (Acts 18:10) and enable him to lead people to faith (Acts 16:32–34).
Have God’s love. The Lord Jesus’s love for His disciples was unceasing (John 13:1). He wanted them to love one another with that love (John 13:34). All His disciples should love one another with this divine ‘love’ (αγαπαω). ‘God’s love’ differs from ‘human love’ (φιλεω). The former considers the other person; the latter thinks only of oneself. God loves the world and wants people to receive eternal life (John 3:16). His gift of His only Son is ‘God’s love,’ which considers others. In the Chinese tradition of ‘raising children for support in old age,’ raising children seems to become parents’ ‘investment’ in their future support. Such a good deed planned for one’s own benefit belongs to ‘human love.’ God’s love is selfless and can therefore love the other person to the end (John 13:1). Human love contains selfishness, so conflicts of interest cause people to turn against one another (Genesis 37:4). Preachers must have God’s love to deliver a message that moves people. Paul could lead the Philippian jailer’s entire household to faith because he had God’s love. When God opened the prison doors through an earthquake, Paul and Silas did not flee, but stayed to avoid causing trouble for the jailer. This love, which considered his welfare, moved him deeply and caused him to believe in the Lord at once.
Be God’s true servant. Since those who come to the Lord ought to serve God (1 Thessalonians 1:9), believers should become Christ’s servants (δουλος). Paul gladly called himself Jesus Christ’s servant (Romans 1:1) because he understood that he had been redeemed with the Lord’s precious blood (1 Corinthians 6:20). Believers must submit to God as slaves (δουλος) to a master to receive the Holy Spirit He gives (Acts 5:32). Many today call themselves God’s servants, but few are truly willing to be His slaves. In this age, there are far too few preachers whose words pierce listeners’ hearts (Acts 2:37). Believers must sincerely repent to receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). Those who have received Him should obey Him (Acts 8:26–27) and proclaim Scripture (Acts 8:35); only then can they lead people to the Lord (Acts 8:38). All who truly have God’s Spirit and understand His word can fish for people. They need no longer ‘stand beside the deep water envying the fish,’ because they have already woven a net to catch them.
Translation note
The supplied English ‘credit’ is preserved and explained as credibility. John 3:3 is cited twice for Jesus’s honesty in the source; both references remain unchanged. The absolute contrast between divine and human love, including the two Greek verbs, is the author’s teaching rather than a separate lexical claim made by the translator. The concluding fish-and-net proverb contrasts merely wishing with making the preparations needed to act.
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6. Have the Gift of Preaching
(6) Have the Gift of Preaching
Believers with the gift of preaching can bring people new life. Paul had this gift, so he could enable people to receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:6) through sincere faith in the Lord (Acts 16:15). A ‘gift’ (χαρισμα) is spiritual power given by the Holy Spirit to called believers (Romans 11:29; 1 Corinthians 12:8–9). It is given to build up the church (1 Corinthians 14:12), not for private gain (Acts 8:18–19) or to produce astonishment (Acts 8:9). Those with spiritual power can cast out demons (Acts 16:18), heal illness (Acts 3:6–7), and lead people to the Lord (Acts 8:35–38). Those without it can only perform religious ceremonies and make people members of denominations. Anyone seeking spiritual power must meet the following conditions:
Keep a pure conscience. A pure conscience requires cleansing by the Lord’s precious blood (Hebrews 9:14). Those who have not sincerely confessed their sins to God are unclean in His eyes (Isaiah 6:5). Believers whose sins have been forgiven should sin no more (John 8:11). If people deliberately sin after knowing the true word, their consciences will be ‘shipwrecked’ (1 Timothy 1:19), and their sins will be difficult to forgive again (Hebrews 10:26). People living in sin are separated from God (Isaiah 59:2), unqualified to be church deacons (1 Timothy 3:9), and cannot speak of leading others to the Lord. Those who want power to do so must, like Paul, ‘always keep a clear conscience’ (Acts 24:16). Believers should constantly encourage themselves: they must refuse certain things before they can accomplish others. As a young man, Song Shangjie (宋尚節) asked God to open a way for study in America, promising to return home to serve Him afterward. God brought him to America and enabled him to earn a doctorate in chemistry. After completing his studies and returning to China, he remembered his promise, refused the world’s fame and profit, and resolutely entered preaching despite his family’s opposition. God later blessed him, and he led vast numbers of souls to the Lord.
Proclaim biblical truth. Since faith comes through Christ’s word (Romans 10:17), and the Bible is God’s word (2 Timothy 3:16), those wishing to lead people to faith must proclaim biblical truth. They must first understand the truth and then speak God’s word. Preachers should proclaim the ‘spiritual meaning’ (πνευματος), not the ‘letter’ (γραμματος) (2 Corinthians 3:6). The spiritual meaning is the meaning of the ‘Spirit’ (πνευματι), while the letter is the ‘written code’ (γραμματι) (Romans 2:29). Those preaching the spiritual meaning explain Scripture’s original intention (Matthew 19:8–9); those preaching the letter merely repeat traditional dogma (Mark 3:2). The former can bring people to become new creations (Galatians 6:15); the latter prevent entry into God’s kingdom (Matthew 23:13). Paul was willing to proclaim biblical truth. He recognized and corrected his errors (1 Timothy 1:12–13), proclaimed the Lord’s revelation (Galatians 1:11–12), and preached boldly (Galatians 1:10), causing the Lord’s church to flourish greatly (Colossians 1:6). Believers who have the Holy Spirit’s gift of preaching (1 Corinthians 12:11) and can proclaim Scripture’s spiritual meaning will certainly deliver gospel messages that pierce people’s hearts (Acts 2:36–37).
Fulfill one’s own responsibility. Believers must fulfill their responsibilities to proclaim Scripture’s spiritual meaning faithfully. Ezra first took responsibility to study the law and only then taught the people (Ezra 7:10). Believers must prepare before answering others’ questions (1 Peter 3:15), and examine the Scriptures (Acts 17:11) before proclaiming their spiritual meaning. Believers not yet born again must first receive new birth (John 3:3); only then can they grow in spiritual knowledge (2 Peter 3:18). They should follow Paul’s responsible example. Only because he studied the law wholeheartedly (Acts 22:2), humbly received the Holy Spirit (Acts 9:6, 17), patiently waited for God (Galatians 1:17), and diligently served as an apprentice (Acts 11:24–25) did God use him greatly. All who want the gift of preaching must strive to understand Scripture’s spiritual meaning, grow to Christ’s stature, obey the Holy Spirit’s prompting, and dare to proclaim gospel truth. Only those who rely on the Lord and fulfill their responsibilities will have the gift of being ‘able to do all things’ (Philippians 4:13).
Translation note
All four Greek forms in the Spirit-and-letter discussion are retained exactly as supplied, as is the source’s sequence of responsibilities and conditions. The account of Song Shangjie and the promised results of spiritual gifts are the author’s assertions. 千萬 in the account of souls reached is rendered ‘vast numbers’ rather than turned into an unsupported precise total. The source says forgiveness becomes difficult after deliberate sin; that qualification is not replaced by an absolute impossibility.
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7. Take Instruction from a Master
(7) Receive Guidance from an Accomplished Teacher
Since ‘building a cart behind closed doors’ is ineffective, and ‘an accomplished teacher produces outstanding pupils’ is true, believers seeking to lead people to the Lord should obtain guidance from an accomplished teacher, just as Elisha learned from Elijah (2 Kings 2:9–10). ‘An accomplished teacher’ means someone who can lead many people to the Lord, not a teacher from a prestigious school. Whether someone believes in the Lord depends on that person’s willingness to follow the Holy Spirit’s prompting (1 Corinthians 12:3). Believers wishing to lead people to faith should receive guidance from Jesus, the accomplished Teacher, and first reap the ‘ripe harvest’ (John 4:35, 38): first lead to faith those whose ‘hearts submit to Scripture’ (Acts 16:14) and whose ‘ears listen to the true word’ (Matthew 13:9). These two kinds of people have different degrees of readiness, so different methods are needed to lead them to faith. In my many years of experience, using ‘reading and explaining Scripture’ to lead the former group to the Lord has a 90 percent success rate, while using ‘logical reasoning’ with the latter has a 70 percent success rate. All believers who obey God should follow the Holy Spirit’s prompting and first lead to the Lord those whom God has already prepared (Acts 8:26, 35). Those willing to do so can learn the following two effective methods:
I. Reading and Explaining Scripture
This method was devised by the Japanese pastor 豐臣松見 (masumi Toyotome). It suits people who are willing to read Scripture and interested in listening to its explanation. Since God’s words are spirit and life (John 6:63), if believers can correctly explain certain key passages, listeners will be moved by the Holy Spirit and believe in the Lord. Below are the passages listeners should read and the spiritual meaning the preacher should explain:
1. Luke 23:18–25 — ‘Jesus Was Innocent’
Pilate’s official testimony establishes that Jesus was put to death despite His innocence. Because Jesus was sinless, He was qualified to ‘bear the sins of many’ (Isaiah 53:12).
2. Luke 23:27–30 — ‘The Sinner’s End Is Tragic’
The Lord urged the women grieving over His crucifixion to weep for their descendants, because when God judges sinners in the future, their plight will be unbearable to behold.
3. Luke 23:33–34 — ‘Jesus Has God’s Love’
Jesus interceded for sinners on the cross. His great love revealed His divinity.
4. Luke 23:39–43 — ‘There Are Two Kinds of People in the World’
One kind refuses to confess sin, speaks evil at the point of death, and comes to a tragic end. The other willingly confesses personal sin, speaks good at the point of death, and receives eternal life.
5. Luke 24:1–7 — ‘The Lord Has Risen from the Dead’
The Jesus we proclaim today is the King of kings who has risen from the dead.
6. Revelation 3:20 — ‘Believers in the Lord Have Satisfying Joy’
Today the Lord knocks outside the door of the human heart. All who hear His voice and open the door will experience abundance and satisfaction like that of attending a sumptuous feast.
II. Logical Reasoning
This method sums up my experience of leading many people to the Lord over many years. It suits anyone willing to listen to reason. Since God reasons with people (Jonah 4:9), all who are willing to bow to the truth can be saved. The key to leading people to faith is to proclaim reasonable truth to people who accept reason. In leading people to the Lord, both ‘logical coherence in the teaching’ and ‘a listener’s willingness to accept reason’ are indispensable. Without the former, the preacher drives away intelligent people. Without the latter, the preacher is ‘playing the lute to an ox.’ To achieve the Lord’s goal of ‘making people His disciples’ (Matthew 28:19), preachers must first obtain the other person’s permission, because one-sided lecturing is ineffective. Only those who agree to listen to reasoning count as people ‘with ears’ (Matthew 13:43). Anyone wishing to lead such people to the Lord must proclaim the following key teachings:
1. There Is a Creator of All Things
The revelation that ‘all things were made by the Creator’ (Genesis 1:1) is logical, because the created things in the world already show the Creator’s existence (Romans 1:20). The supposition that living things exist ‘naturally’ is illogical. Some scientists believe that the ‘amino acid molecules’ (Amino Acid Molecules) that make up living cells were formed from atoms of carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, nitrogen and other elements through collisions at high temperatures over millions of years. These scientists cannot explain the origin of the carbon, hydrogen, oxygen and nitrogen atoms, nor do they explain the origin of the one who caused the atoms to collide and form molecules. This is the logic of ‘fools’ (Psalm 14:1). Without a creator’s design and assembly, could countless components really collide on their own and produce a computer? These scientists’ refusal to believe in a Creator is like a watch wearer refusing to believe in a watchmaker: it is utterly unreasonable.
2. The Creator Once ‘Became Flesh’ and Came into the World to Save Sinners
According to the Creator’s revelation, the Creator is a spirit who once put on a ‘garment of flesh’ and came into the world to accomplish the great work of saving people. Because this occurred more than two thousand years ago, the world now has ‘Christmas,’ celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ. To enable the world to believe, the Creator chose resurrection from the dead as the way to demonstrate His power and identity as God’s Son (Romans 1:4). Since people at the time could confirm that Jesus had indeed risen (1 Corinthians 15:6), people today should also accept this fact. Otherwise, Americans today would find it difficult to believe that Lincoln once existed, and Chinese people would not know themselves to be ‘descendants of Yan and Huang.’
3. People Dead in Sin Must Believe in the Lord to Be Saved
People today often ask, ‘What is love?’ In fact, they should be asking, ‘What is a human being?’ According to the Creator’s revelation, a human being is a ‘living soul’ (לנפש חיה) (Genesis 2:7; the Chinese Union Version paraphrases this as ‘a living person with a spirit’). Since the Creator governs the world through ‘spiritual law’ and ‘natural law,’ people sin against God by rebelling against Him, falling short of His purpose in creating them, and harboring deceit (Psalm 32:1–2). All who sin against God will waste away in suffering (Psalm 31:10) and move toward death (Hebrews 9:27). Human death is a process. First, God’s Spirit leaves the human soul (Ephesians 2:1); then the soul leaves the body (2 Corinthians 5:1); finally, the soul is thrown into the lake of fire and separated from God forever (Revelation 20:15). All who wish their souls to be saved must believe in the Lord before leaving this world (John 11:26). Believers must repent (Mark 1:15), be baptized and receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38), gradually grow in life (1 Peter 2:2), and await the status of God’s children that can be received when the Lord returns. The Greek ‘believes’ (πιστευων) in ‘believes in the Lord and receives eternal life’ (John 3:16) is a present participle expressing continuous action; therefore believers must remain firm in faith and follow the Lord to the end to receive eternal life (John 10:27–28).
Translation note
The 90 percent and 70 percent figures are the author’s reported experience, not independently measured effectiveness. The Japanese pastor’s Chinese name and supplied English ‘masumi Toyotome’ are retained as written. The opening cart proverb warns against working without practical guidance; ‘playing the lute to an ox’ describes addressing an unreceptive listener. ‘Yan and Huang’ refers to Yan Di and Huang Di, traditional ancestral figures in Chinese culture. The scientific-origin argument, historical analogies and theological conclusions are translated as the author’s assertions. All supplied Hebrew and Greek forms are retained; no separate scientific or lexical verification is implied.
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8. Be a Spiritual “Loving Mother”
(8) Be a Spiritual ‘Loving Mother’
A ‘loving mother’ is characterized by love, expressed in considering her children’s welfare in everything. As the Tang poet Meng Jiao wrote: ‘Thread in a loving mother’s hand; / Clothes upon her traveling son. / Before he leaves, she stitches closely, / Fearing he will be slow to return.’ After Paul led Onesimus to the Lord, he cared for him like a loving mother. For Onesimus’s welfare, Paul begged Philemon to forgive and receive this former runaway slave of his (Philemon 8–12). May all preachers follow Paul’s example and care for the next generation of new believers with God’s love, so that they all grow to Christ’s stature (Ephesians 4:13). The following are things a ‘spiritual loving mother’ should do:
Bring living spiritual infants to birth. From a spiritual perspective, leading people to faith is the process by which preachers give birth to spiritual infants (1 Corinthians 4:15). Since an infant must have life (2 Corinthians 5:17) to be a ‘living infant,’ all believers must have the Lord dwelling in their hearts (1 John 5:12). To this end, after preaching, the preacher should invite listeners to come to the Lord, giving those not yet born again an opportunity to decide. In making this invitation, preachers must understand the following: (1) The invitation is addressed to people who are not born again but desire eternal life. (2) Those wishing to accept should raise their hands to express their willingness. (3) The person giving the invitation should lead those willing to accept in this prayer to receive the Lord: ‘Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for sending Jesus Christ to be crucified for my sins, and for raising Him from the dead so that I have trustworthy evidence. I confess my sins of rebelling against God, failing to glorify God, and knowingly doing wrong. Please forgive me, Lord. I am willing to open the door of my heart. I ask God to come into my heart as Lord and King, giving me peace and strength to serve faithfully and follow the Lord. Thank You, Lord, for saving my soul today. I offer this sincere prayer in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.’
Teach what the Lord commanded. Preachers should teach everyone baptized to obey the Lord’s word, because this is what He commanded His disciples (Matthew 28:19–20). He told them to love one another with God’s love (John 13:34), make people of all nations His disciples (Matthew 28:19), and await His return (Revelation 3:11). Teaching new believers to carry out these three instructions is very important: only those with God’s love have God’s life (1 John 4:16); only those willing to fulfill the Great Commission have God’s presence (Matthew 28:19–20); and only believers willing to await the Lord’s return have the opportunity to receive the status of God’s children (Romans 8:23). Since those who practice the word receive God’s blessing, any believer who teaches new believers faithfully to carry out the Lord’s commands is a true ‘spiritual loving mother.’
Nurse spiritual infants well. A spiritual loving mother should wholeheartedly nurse her own spiritual infants (1 Thessalonians 2:7), feeding them ‘pure spiritual milk’ (1 Peter 2:2). Whether spiritual milk is pure is determined by biblical standards, not worldly ones. The biblical standard is: ‘People should first repent and then believe the gospel’ (Mark 1:15). Today’s worldly standard is: ‘There is no need for sincere repentance; follow your own wishes and believe whatever gospel you think good.’ The biblical standard is: ‘Love one another according to the Lord’s love’ (John 13:34). Today’s popular worldly standard is: ‘Love one another with human affection.’ The biblical standard is: ‘Make people of all nations the Lord’s disciples’ (Matthew 28:19). Today’s popular standard is: ‘Make many people attendees at our church.’ The biblical standard is: ‘May you prosper in all things and be physically healthy, just as your soul prospers’ (3 John 2). The standard now advocated is: ‘May you enjoy prosperity in all things and physical health without needing your soul to prosper.’ Because something has gone wrong with the spiritual milk preachers supply, something has also gone wrong with the spiritual infants being fed. It is no wonder that God’s church contains leaders like Diotrephes (3 John 9–10) and believers like Phygelus (2 Timothy 1:15). Only believers who share God’s nature (2 Peter 1:4) and seek the future reward (2 Timothy 4:7–8) will have Paul’s loving heart, feed spiritual infants with pure spiritual milk (1 Corinthians 11:23), and become faithful ‘spiritual loving mothers’ in God’s eyes (1 Thessalonians 2:7–8).
Translation note
The four lines from Meng Jiao are translated in full as quoted; the poem’s unquoted ending is not added. The invitation, all three practical instructions, complete prayer, three commands with their stated conditions, and four paired biblical/worldly contrasts are retained. The final feeding discussion cites 1 Corinthians 11:23 in the source; this reference is preserved rather than silently changed. The source’s duplicated character in ‘commanded’ is normalized as an evident typographical repetition.
Afterword
Afterword
This book has the qualities of accuracy, excellence and freshness. ‘Accuracy’ means taking Scripture’s spiritual meaning as the standard; ‘excellence’ means choosing love as the best motive; and ‘freshness’ means adopting the fresh form of plain, concise language. I respectfully offer the following poems as the book’s conclusion:
One Must Be Born Again
To be born again is to be born of the Spirit, [Note 1]
The Savior lights the human lamp. [Note 2]
Nicodemus knew his oil had run out,
So he sought the way deep into the night. [Note 3]
Keep Being Renewed
Believers possess great virtues,
Yet can hardly be free of small faults. [Note 4]
Keep yourself renewed today, [Note 5]
And avoid the errors of the past.
Have True Faith
Noah received a revelation:
Do not delay in building the ark. [Note 6]
For the day the arrow reaches the ground [Note 7]
Will be the time of the Flood. [Note 8]
Proclaim the True Gospel
The gospel is good news, [Note 9]
A mighty power to save. [Note 10]
If belief is sound and pure,
We can be united in the Lord. [Note 11]
Follow the Lord’s Example
Believers should follow the Lord’s example, [Note 12]
Unafraid of hardship in preaching. [Note 13]
If they have the heart of Christ, [Note 14]
They will not walk an unrighteous path. [Note 15]
Keep Your Word and Seek the Spirit
One promise from Ji Bu was worth a thousand in gold;
Peter declared his love for the Lord three times. [Note 16]
Keep your word and gain peace;
Abandon your conscience and lose the Holy Spirit. [Note 17]
Take the Word as Your Teacher
Sunzi’s Art of War was written by Sun Wu;
The secret of evangelism is to proclaim the Lord’s word. [Note 18]
Caring for the community is certainly no wrong,
But saving souls is better still. [Note 19]
Persevere to the End
Starting an undertaking is not easy; sustaining it is hard.
Qin’s empire was lost under its Second Emperor.
Newborn spiritual calves must set their resolve;
Only firm determination can carry them through five passes. [Note 20]
---
Note 1. John 3:5.
Note 2. John 1:4.
Note 3. John 3:2.
Note 4. Galatians 6:1.
Note 5. Romans 12:2.
Note 6. Genesis 6:22.
Note 7. Genesis 5:22. After Enoch fathered Methuselah, he decided to walk with God. I believe that Enoch then received God’s revelation and knew that God’s judgment of flooding the world had already been launched like an arrow, and that the future day of his son’s death would be the time the Flood came upon the world. He therefore named his son ‘Methuselah’ (מתושלה), meaning ‘arrow-man’ (man of a dart).
Note 8. Genesis 7:11. The Flood did indeed come when Noah was six hundred years old. That was the very year Methuselah died: Methuselah fathered Lamech at 187, and Lamech fathered Noah at 182, so when Noah was six hundred, Methuselah was an old man of 969 (187 + 182 + 600 = 969). Since the Bible reveals that Methuselah lived only 969 years (Genesis 5:27), this shows that as soon as he died, the Flood immediately came upon the world. We can thus see that God’s word never fails.
Note 9. Luke 2:10.
Note 10. Romans 1:16.
Note 11. Philippians 1:5.
Note 12. 1 Corinthians 11:1.
Note 13. 2 Timothy 2:3.
Note 14. Galatians 1:10.
Note 15. Psalm 23:2.
Note 16. John 21:17.
Note 17. 1 Samuel 6:14.
Note 18. Luke 24:47.
Note 19. Matthew 16:26.
Note 20. Matthew 24:13.
Translation note
All eight poems, thirty-two verse lines and twenty numbered notes are translated. 三更 refers to the third night watch, around midnight; ‘deep into the night’ preserves the poem’s setting without asserting an exact clock time. Ji Bu’s promise is a traditional image of exceptional trustworthiness. ‘Five passes’ retains the Chinese image of overcoming a succession of obstacles. The arrow imagery in the third poem is explained by the author’s own Note 7; its Hebrew form and supplied English ‘man of a dart’ are retained without endorsing that etymology. Note 8’s complete chronology, arithmetic and inference are preserved. Note 17 cites 1 Samuel 6:14 in the source, although its context appears to point to 16:14; the printed reference is retained, with the discrepancy stated here. The source’s two Chinese spellings 瑪土撒拉 and 瑪土撤拉 are consistently rendered Methuselah.
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Appendix I. The Conduct a Fisherman Must Maintain
Spiritual fishermen need good conduct to proclaim an effective gospel message. Human opinion cannot be the standard for judging conduct, because even the Lord Jesus was regarded as ‘a glutton and a drunkard’ (Luke 7:34). Conduct should be judged by God’s standard, because He is humanity’s final Judge (2 Corinthians 5:10). Since the Bible is God’s word (2 Peter 1:20–21), believers wishing to have good conduct should practice the following biblical teachings:
Be honest at heart (John 4:24). The Greek for ‘honesty’ (αληθεια) means ‘truthfulness’ (Romans 3:7). The Lord requires His disciples to be honest at heart. He once told them: ‘Let your words be Yes when it is yes, and No when it is no; anything more comes from the evil one’ (Matthew 5:37). Believers should not lie or call lies ‘white lies,’ because the Bible has no expression ‘white lies’; it concludes only that those who lie still walk in darkness (1 John 1:6). Telling the truth is better than lying, hence the Western saying, ‘Honesty is the best policy.’ Liars do not come to a good end. King Saul lost his throne because he lied (1 Samuel 15:20, 24–26); Ananias and his wife also lost their lives because they lied (Acts 5:7–10). Honest people have the right not to disclose their private affairs. God once told the prophet Samuel that he need not tell King Saul he was going to Bethlehem to anoint David king (1 Samuel 16:1–2). Thus honesty means speaking truthfully, not surrendering one’s privacy. Someone who does not disclose military secrets to the enemy can also be an honest person. Believers should be honest by faith and speak truthfully (Romans 9:1).
Act justly (Micah 6:8). The Hebrew for ‘justice’ (משפט) means ‘fairness’ (Proverbs 16:11) or ‘uprightness’ (Deuteronomy 16:19). Believers should treat people fairly, because their God shows no partiality (Acts 10:34). Peter treated people equally and was therefore willing to baptize Gentiles who believed in the Lord (Acts 10:47). Believers should neither apply double standards to people nor act without the Lord’s standard. His standard is: ‘The righteous will live by faith’ (Romans 1:17). Preachers should not speak only of ‘living by faith’ without also teaching people to become the righteous who can live by faith (1 John 3:7; Revelation 19:7–8). Since only the righteous can enter God’s kingdom (1 Corinthians 6:9), believers should, like Paul, surrender to the Lord (Acts 9:4), receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 9:17–18), and participate in service (Acts 11:25–26). If believers faithfully carry out God’s instructions as Noah did (Genesis 6:22), they too will certainly become righteous people able to lead their whole families to the Lord (2 Peter 2:5).
Treat people with love (John 13:34). Believers should treat people with God’s love, because this is the Lord’s command (John 13:34). God’s ‘love’ (αγαπη) seeks others’ benefit, not only one’s own (1 Corinthians 13:5). This benefit means the benefit of receiving eternal life (John 3:16). Because Paul loved his fellow countrymen, he interceded earnestly for their salvation (Romans 9:3). All who have such love will welcome new believers with God’s love (Acts 9:27). Believers must be motivated by God’s love when proclaiming His word to deliver a message that moves people to come to the Lord. They should be filled with the Holy Spirit, because God’s love comes from the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:5). Preachers must treat people with true love, because those who believe the word must experience God’s love before they will love God (1 John 4:19). I offer the following poem as mutual encouragement for readers and myself:
Treat People with True Love
God’s love and human love differ in nature;
Cangjie’s creation of characters fell short of completion.
Seek eternal blessing for other people:
Only that is true love, coming from the Spirit’s wind. (Romans 5:5)
Translation note
The author’s discussions of honesty, privacy, justice and love are translated as his teaching. All supplied Greek and Hebrew forms and the existing English ‘Honesty is the best policy’ are retained. Cangjie is the traditional inventor of Chinese writing; the poem’s ‘fell short of completion’ alludes to a work left unfinished just short of its goal. In this context, the criticism points to the lack of distinct Chinese characters for the divine and human loves the author distinguishes. The four lines remain a close translation rather than a newly rhymed adaptation.
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Appendix II. The Wisdom a Fisherman Must Seek
The Hebrew for ‘wisdom’ (חכס) carries the sense of a ‘clever stratagem’ (Exodus 1:10). Since believers’ wisdom is given by the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:17), and the Lord’s words are spirit (John 6:63), all who accept His instruction will have wisdom (Proverbs 8:10–11). Those who possess such spiritual ‘stratagems’ can ‘devise plans within the command tent and decide victories a thousand li away.’ For such wise people, leading others to the Lord is not difficult (Acts 8:35–38). May all who humbly accept the Lord’s word gain the following kinds of wisdom:
Know what not to do. Refraining from action is not negative: God used thirteen instances of ‘not’ in the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1–17), and nine in the definition of love. Mencius understood the importance of refraining and said: ‘Only when a person refrains from certain things can that person accomplish others’ (Mencius, Li Lou II). The principle is simple. Like a vehicle, people need effective brakes—the capacity to refrain—before they can act and be entrusted with important work by their master. Joseph first refrained from ‘doing this great evil’ (Genesis 39:9), and only afterward was greatly used by God (Genesis 41:38–40). Wise people value carrying out God’s will, because those who go their own way will reap its consequences (Matthew 7:21–23). The wise will not treat those not born again as godly people, because doing so means causing harm with good intentions (Matthew 2:8, 12). The wise Lord refused to let the Jews force Him to become king (John 6:15), because His kingdom does not belong to this world (John 18:36). Believers with Christ living in their hearts (Galatians 2:20) will have His wisdom and will not want to expend much effort on people who come only for bread (John 6:26–27, 66). Wise people dare not ‘make the Lord king’ (Matthew 27:29), but will ‘honor the Lord as King’ (John 9:38). Those willing to obey God in this way can receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:32) and fish for people (Acts 11:24).
Know the second part as well. In spiritual truth, the wise must not merely ‘know the first part’; they should also ‘know the second.’ Anyone today who does not believe God heals illness (Psalm 107:20) is ‘without knowledge.’ Those who believe the Lord can heal (Isaiah 53:5) ‘know the first part.’ Only those who know that people must first have their sins forgiven before receiving God’s healing (Psalm 103:3) ‘know the second part.’ Those who know the second part not only tell people that believing in the Lord brings eternal life (John 3:16), but also tell them that eternal life can be received only in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 6:23). They not only dare to cast out demons (1 John 4:4), but also walk with God, meeting the conditions for casting them out (James 4:7), so that they do not disgrace the Lord’s name in the attempt (Acts 19:16). Believers must be born again and saved (John 3:3), understand Scripture’s spiritual meaning (Luke 24:27), and obey the Holy Spirit (Acts 16:10) to become good fishermen who ‘know the second part.’ Those who do not know the second part preach religion, but no one is born again; they willingly intercede, but no sick person is healed; they have practiced exorcism, but the demons refuse to leave. This portrays the helplessness of religious people’s ministry. Preachers dissatisfied with this condition should surrender to the Lord as Paul did (Acts 9:4) and proclaim repentance and forgiveness of sins as Peter did (Acts 2:36–38), so that they can become good fishermen who fish for people.
Choose words that convey the meaning. Wise people should avoid language that fails to convey their meaning when preaching. Such failure occurs when poor word choice miscommunicates a message. Not long ago, I suggested that a pastor correct his organization’s slogan, ‘Build a church with people as its foundation,’ because God’s church should have Christ as its foundation (Ephesians 2:20). The pastor intended believers to ‘value spiritual life more than ministry activities.’ Since the Hebrew for ‘human being’ (Genesis 2:6) and ‘Adam’ (Genesis 3:17) is the same, אדס, ‘being centered on people’ means ‘being centered on Adam.’ I hope that pastor can change his organization’s slogan to ‘Build a church with new life’ to avoid words that fail to convey his meaning. Adam very likely failed to convey God’s words accurately when speaking to Eve, with the result that Eve misunderstood ‘you will surely die’ (Genesis 2:17) as ‘lest you die’ (Genesis 3:3). A difference of one word brought disaster upon generation after generation (Romans 5:12). When conveying God’s message, preachers should choose appropriate words so as not to mislead and harm others (Matthew 18:6).
Translation note
The command-tent saying describes strategic foresight; li is a traditional Chinese distance unit. The counts of ‘not’ refer to the author’s Chinese wording and are retained as his counts. The source’s Hebrew forms חכס and אדס are preserved exactly even though they appear to contain spelling errors; its Genesis 2:6 reference is also retained. ‘Know the first part’ and ‘know the second part’ express partial understanding versus understanding the further conditions in the author’s argument. The claims about healing, forgiveness and spiritual effectiveness are the author’s theological teaching, not medical conclusions. The speculation about Adam remains ‘very likely,’ not a stated fact.
Appendix
III. The Myths a Fisherman Must See Through
Appendix III. The ‘Myths’ a Fisherman Must See Through (myth)
A ‘fabrication’ (Myth) is something that appears right but is not. The ancient Chinese belief that earthquakes result from the earth-ox shifting its shoulders is one example. People believe such fabrications through ignorance; those with scientific knowledge will not believe the ‘myth’ that Wu Gang chops wood on the moon. Those who believe and spread fabrications will provoke God’s anger. The prophet Hananiah brought death upon himself by spreading the lie that the Jews would return within two years of their captivity (Jeremiah 28:3–4, 15–17). May spiritual fishermen learn from Hananiah’s failure and refrain, before God, from using ‘clever words and a pleasing manner’ to win people’s favor (Analects, Gongye Chang). May all spiritual fishermen willing to obey the truth see through the following myths:
‘Everyone in the church congregation is saved.’ The apostle Paul did not believe all the believers in the Corinthian church were saved, so he wrote that some among them still ‘do not know God’ (1 Corinthians 15:34). Many preachers today lack this penetrating understanding of Paul’s and often treat those not born again as fellow members in the Lord. Consequently, churches contain many members who ‘cannot be equally yoked together’ (2 Corinthians 6:14) and disciples for whom ‘the Holy Spirit has not been given’ (Acts 19:1–2). These people often damage the church’s reputation (1 Corinthians 5:1) and persecute God’s servants (Revelation 2:9–10). This does not mean every member who is not born again is a bad person; it means that only those who have repented and truly believed the gospel can become born-again members. A preacher teaching spiritual growth to a member who has not been born again is like a midwife conducting religious education for a fetus day after day through a pregnant woman’s belly: it is simply unreasonable. Preachers who understand this will devote at least one-third of their preaching time and content to proclaiming the gospel to those in the congregation who are not born again. Many years ago, I did this while preaching at Sunday worship in a church in Washington, D.C., and as a result led to faith someone who had been a board member of that church for thirty years. May spiritual fishermen everywhere value the salvation of congregants’ souls more than their attendance and donations.
‘Believers can be spared suffering.’ Since the Lord Jesus told His disciples, ‘In the world you have suffering’ (John 16:33), anyone seeking freedom from suffering in this world is either spiritually ignorant or fails to take His word seriously. All who live godly lives in Christ will be persecuted (2 Timothy 3:12). Thus, although believers cannot escape suffering in this world (Acts 14:22), they can experience God’s deliverance within it (2 Timothy 3:11). King David suffered great ‘affliction’ (ענה) because he believed in God (Psalm 116:10). Since the Hebrew for affliction is also translated ‘oppression’ (Exodus 22:21), much of believers’ suffering comes from their enemies’ oppression (Psalm 56:1). As long as the devil remains in the world, believers will suffer (1 Peter 5:8–9). God allows them to experience suffering so that they learn obedience to Him (Hebrews 5:8) and receive future glory (Romans 8:17). Those who today use Jabez’s prayer to be ‘free from hardship’ (1 Chronicles 4:10) to promote the myth that believers can be spared suffering misinterpret Scripture’s original meaning. The Hebrew underlying ‘hardship’ (מרעה) in the Chinese Union Version originally means ‘evil deeds’ (1 Kings 2:44), ‘evil’ (Psalm 97:10), and ‘disaster’ (Genesis 19:19). It does not accord with the truth to base believers’ faith on mistranslations in a Bible version.
‘Believers do not need God’s calling.’ According to biblical truth, both believers’ justification (Romans 8:30) and service (Acts 13:2) require God’s calling. Believers without His calling are members who do not love God (Romans 8:28) and cannot prosper (Isaiah 55:11). May spiritual fishermen all have God’s calling, because without His approval, everything people do is in vain (John 15:5). Believers who have His calling will accept the Lord Jesus as King (Luke 1:38), rather than make Him king (John 6:15). Those without God’s calling often ‘hold the emperor captive to command the feudal lords.’ Such people must be willing to surrender to the Lord as Paul did before receiving God’s gracious call to serve Him (Acts 9:4, 15).
Translation note
The source uses the English forms ‘myth’ and ‘Myth’; both are retained. The earth-ox and Wu Gang are Chinese mythological allusions. ‘Hold the emperor captive to command the feudal lords’ means exploiting a nominal ruler’s authority for one’s own purposes. The source’s explicit qualification that not all members who are not born again are bad people is retained, as are the one-third preaching proportion and thirty-year board tenure. Its Psalm attribution, Hebrew forms, interpretation of Jabez and unusual Luke 1:38 citation are preserved as written; no biblical reference or lexical claim has been silently repaired.
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About the Author
After dedicating himself to ministry, the Rev. David Tsang pursued ten years of theological study. He graduated successively from Evangel Theological College in Hong Kong (香港播道神學院), Trinity Divinity School in Illinois, USA (三一神學院), and Fuller Seminary in California, USA (富樂神學院), earning a Bachelor of Theology (Th.B.), Master of Divinity (M.Div.), Master of Theology (Th.M.), and Doctor of Missiology (D. Mis.).
The Rev. David Tsang founded the Pomona Chinese Christian Church (葡園華人基督教會) and Blessed UM Church (衛理公會恩雨堂) in California; established the Agape Missions (神的愛傳道會), a literature ministry, in Washington, D.C.; and began the Greater New York Metropolitan Chinese Christian Churches Association (大紐約地區華人基督教教會聯會), covering New York, New Jersey and Connecticut, among other ministries.
He has served as senior pastor of Cornerstone United Methodist Church, Chinese Christian Church in DC (華府基督教會), Columbia Chinese Baptist Church in MD (哥倫比亞華人浸信會), and OCM Boon Church (中宣會播恩堂), and has been consulting pastor to several Chinese churches in Greater New York.
He has led several thousand people to the Lord in different parts of the world. He translated Making Disciples of Nations (使萬民作門徒) and published evangelistic works including The Blazing Torch (明燈發亮), The Secrets of True Words (真道秘笈), and The Rationality of Missions (宣道之理). At the time of this account, he continues his writing work.
Pastor Tsang believes preachers must devote themselves to the mission of helping believers become true Christians (Ephesians 3:11; Acts 11:26). They should teach believers to understand and practice the truths God revealed in the Bible’s original languages, rather than perpetuating earlier misunderstandings of Scripture or clinging to cultural traditions that depart from the truth.
Translation note
The biography is translated in its historical source context; ‘at the time of this account’ preserves 目前 without claiming a current status. Degree abbreviations and the source’s existing English church name Cornerstone United Methodist Church are retained. The church, ministry and book names follow David’s own English in his bilingual author note, including Pomona Chinese Christian Church, Blessed UM Church and OCM Boon Church. His wording takes precedence over earlier descriptive translations; the abbreviated 中宣會 is not expanded into an unverified denominational affiliation. The degrees, ministries and numbers of people reached are the biography’s statements.
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