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Preface
Preface
Out of concern for the problems that exist among believers today, and with the burden the Holy Spirit has given my heart, I finally decided to “retire without ceasing to work” and complete the writing of Be a True Disciple of the Lord Jesus. May all who have a heart to enter God’s kingdom find in this book the narrow path to eternal life. (Matthew 7:14)
Recently I had the good fortune to read John MacArthur’s book The Gospel Preached by Jesus, and I felt much in common with him. Pastor MacArthur is not only shocked by reports of immorality within the Christian community, but also grieved by believers who actually regard evildoers who commit crimes as “insiders.” He is disappointed at Bible translators’ failure in rendering the Greek word for “slave,” δουλος, as “servant.” (Romans 1:1) He disagrees with the statement of Lewis Sperry Chafer, the founder of the seminary called “特拉斯” in this source: “To make surrender to God an additional condition of salvation is most unreasonable.” (The Gospel Preached by Jesus, p. 28) From the unhealthy conditions in the church that Pastor MacArthur points out, we can see a problem in today’s churches: preachers have not earnestly obeyed the Great Commission the Lord gave, to “make all people the Lord’s disciples.” They are merely “making believers of people who have not submitted to God’s sovereignty.” Because Bible translators have not brought out the biblical revelation of “being the Lord’s slave,” and because some theologians vigorously proclaim that “accepting God’s sovereignty is not a condition of salvation,” the result is that churches contain many people who do not take Jesus as Lord. Like tares in a wheat field, they “pass off fish eyes as pearls”—mixing the counterfeit with the genuine. (Matthew 13:24–26) These people do not want Jesus Christ as their sovereign, yet they want the Lord’s blessing, eternal life, and heavenly rewards. This “old-self-centered” mentality is the common ailment of those who have not been born again and saved. (Mark 10:17–22)
The Lord Jesus once said, “A scribe who has been taught to be a disciple of the kingdom of heaven…” (Matthew 13:52) In fact, the Greek verb translated “has been taught” here is the same as the verb “make (all nations) disciples” in the Great Commission: μαθητευω. From this we can see that “being the Lord’s disciple” means “being taught the Lord’s teachings.” (Matthew 28:20) May all the biblical teachings explained in this book be accepted by those willing to be the Lord’s disciples. For this purpose I have composed the following lyric, to encourage readers who love the Lord, together with myself:
To the Tune “Partridge Sky” (鷓鴣天)
A disciple is the Lord’s apprentice,

Obeying the Teacher’s commands, willing to deny the self.

Willing to learn from Mary, the Holy Mother,

Gladly becoming God’s slave. (Luke 1:38)

Abandon false teaching and follow the truth,

Long for the beautiful land of the heavenly homeland.

Seek to enter God’s kingdom, gladly enduring suffering;

May you too have this resolve. (Acts 14:22)

Translation note
This is the front matter and preface of the exact manuscript, translated in full. The initial backslash is present in the original. The source’s first mention of MacArthur’s book prints 那穌, while its later title and reference give 耶穌; the title is rendered descriptively as The Gospel Preached by Jesus. The unusual seminary spelling 特拉斯 is retained explicitly rather than silently replaced. The source’s quotations and theological judgments are translated as the author presents them; their attribution and factual accuracy have not been independently certified. Greek δουλος and μαθητευω and the poem’s description 聖母馬利亞 are preserved. The lyric is a close English translation, not an attempt to reproduce the Chinese tune’s meter.
Part One: Believe in Jesus Christ as Lord
1. Do What the Lord Commands
Chapter 1: Believe in Jesus Christ as Lord
(1) Carry Out the Lord’s Instructions
A wise decision
Because the original meaning of the Greek word “Lord” (κυριος) is “lord of the entire estate” (Galatians 4:1) and “supreme sovereign” (Revelation 19:16), all who have wisdom will understand the principles that “Heaven’s will is hard to oppose” and “those who follow Heaven prosper.” The Virgin Mary, being wise, decided to obey Heaven’s will and let the Holy Spirit come upon her, so that Christ could become flesh and come into the world as Jesus the Savior. Although Mary’s decision at that time brought her much trouble (Matthew 1:19), it also brought her God’s blessing. (Luke 1:48) The troubles she faced were temporary, but the blessing she received was eternal. The Lord’s disciple Peter also had a wonderful experience of carrying out the Lord’s instructions. Once, he fished all night on the Sea of Galilee but caught nothing at all. When he came ashore early the next morning, Peter met Jesus. Jesus instructed him to push the boat a little way from shore so that He could teach the people from it. After Jesus finished preaching, He instructed Peter to take the boat into deep water and let down the net to catch fish. As a result, Peter filled two boats with fish in one catch. (Luke 5:1–7) Because he knew that the Lord’s thoughts were higher than his own (Isaiah 55:9), Peter carried out the Lord’s instructions unconditionally.
The Lord is the “ancestral forefather”
Because this world and everything that fills it were created by Christ (Colossians 1:16) and belong to God (Psalm 50:12), all created beings should honor Jesus Christ with filial reverence, just as they honor their “ancestral forefather.” In fact, Chinese people’s description of themselves as “descendants of the Yellow and Yan Emperors” does not accord with history. The Yellow Emperor and Yan Emperor were merely figures from more than twenty-seven hundred years before Christ. Because no written records exist, Chinese people do not know who the ancestors of the Yellow and Yan Emperors were. According to biblical revelation, whoever their ancestors were, they should all have been Adam’s descendants. Otherwise, the Chinese character 婪, “greed,” would not hint at “Eve greedily eating the forbidden fruit,” and the character 船, “boat,” would not contain the orally transmitted historical fact that “there were eight people in Noah’s ark.” Since Jesus Christ is humanity’s “ancestral forefather,” all created beings should, like Paul in those days, willingly obey the Lord’s instructions unconditionally out of filial reverence for the “ancestral forefather.” (Acts 16:9–10)
The soul is revived
King David could follow the Lord on righteous paths because his soul had been revived by God. (Psalm 23:3) In other Bible passages, the Hebrew word for “revive” (שוב) is translated “turn back” (Psalm 80:19), “turn away” (Isaiah 58:13), and “turn in allegiance.” (Psalm 22:27) From this we can see that “revival of the soul” means “the prodigal returning.” In the Lord’s story of the prodigal, we see three stages in the prodigal’s return: first, coming to his senses; second, repentance; third, new life. (Luke 15:17, 21, 24) Those who want their souls to awaken need the Holy Spirit’s prompting (1 Corinthians 12:3); those willing to repent toward God must be honest with God (Psalm 51:5–6); and those who want new life should carry out God’s words. (Psalm 119:9) All who are willing to carry out God’s words can receive salvation through sanctification in the spirit. (Psalm 119:9; 2 Thessalonians 2:13)
Part One: Believe in Jesus Christ as Lord
2. Receive God’s Provision
(2) Receive God’s Provision
Live by faith
Because God wants His children to trust the Lord every day, when the Lord Jesus taught His disciples how to pray, He told them to ask the heavenly Father to give them their daily food each day. (Matthew 6:11) God treated the Israelites in the wilderness in the same way. He required the Israelites to go out into the wilderness every day and gather manna according to how much they ate. Only on the sixth day could they gather twice as much, because God wanted them to devote themselves to keeping the Sabbath on the seventh day. (Exodus 16:21–23) God also treated the prophet Elijah in this way. He commanded ravens to bring Elijah bread and meat morning and evening. (1 Kings 17:6) God used this method of daily provision not entirely to “keep things fresh,” but to train God’s children in the faith of trusting God every day. “Living by faith” is a lesson every disciple of the Lord must learn. When I went from Hong Kong to the United States to study theology, God enabled me to learn the lesson of “trusting God every day.” While in Hong Kong, I was still a penniless seminary student; afterward, I studied for six years in graduate theological schools in the United States. God provided all my expenses in wonderful ways. This experience not only enabled me to give glory to God, but also increased my faith for later relying on God to pioneer and establish churches.
God will surely hear prayer
God will surely hear believers’ prayers (Matthew 7:7), but this does not mean that believers can “ask for wind and get wind, ask for rain and get rain”—have whatever they want before God. God hears requests that accord with His will (1 John 5:14), but He does not hear sinners’ prayers (Isaiah 1:15), because human iniquities have become a barrier between people and God. (Isaiah 59:2) Since God delights in hearing the righteous person’s requests (James 5:16), and this is God’s “policy” (Isaiah 65:24), believers who want God to hear their prayers must practice righteousness. (1 John 3:7) More than ten years ago, I and two other fellow workers of the Greater New York Metropolitan Chinese Christian Churches Association held a joint evangelistic meeting in New York. When the association’s executive workers were discussing whether to hold it, one worker strongly opposed the idea. His reason was that he feared a poorly run meeting would not only damage the reputation of the recently established church association, but also leave it with a financial deficit. At that time, I firmly believed that God’s grace was sufficient for those who did His will, so I told the opponent, “If the evangelistic meeting has a deficit, I will cover it. If the association’s reputation is damaged because few people attend, I am willing to resign as its chairman.” To make a long story short, the proposal was not only approved; the meeting was also very successful. God moved many people to attend and also moved many to turn to the Lord. I thank the Lord for His faithfulness. Since this evangelistic meeting added several thousand dollars to the church association’s funds and preserved its reputation, I, the “association chairman” who had taken a risk for the Lord’s gospel ministry, had no need to resign.
Seek God’s righteousness first
In other passages of the Chinese Bible, the Greek word for “righteousness” (δικαιοσυνη) is understood as “propriety” (Matthew 3:15) or “goodness.” (1 John 3:12) In other words, “God’s righteousness” refers to “things regarded as proper and good in God’s eyes.” These things should be the “baseline” for the conduct of the Lord’s disciples. For all who have this baseline, God will give them everything they need. (Matthew 6:33) May believers who are still in poverty seek God’s kingdom and God’s righteousness first, so that they may experience God’s abundant provision. (Psalm 34:15)
Part One: Believe in Jesus Christ as Lord
3. Be Willing to Fear the True God
(3) Be Willing to Revere the True God
Follow God’s directions
Because “walking in God’s way” expresses a person’s reverence for God (Deuteronomy 8:6), those willing to carry out the Lord’s instructions must first become people who revere God. The centurion Cornelius was a righteous man who revered God; therefore he followed the instructions God gave him through an angel, inviting the disciple Peter to preach in his home so that his whole household received salvation. (Acts 10:22, 25, 44)
Because Dr. Hudson Taylor revered God, he could disregard his fiancée’s opposition, carry out the Lord’s instructions, and go to China to preach the gospel. God told him first to open a bank account in Britain. He immediately used the only ten British pounds in his pocket to open an account supporting the China Inland Mission’s gospel work in China. In him we see a perfect example of a preacher who does God’s will. Those who do God’s will must have the qualities of a spiritual “slave” (δουλος), so that they can heed God’s call at any time and will not bargain with Him. (Romans 1:1) Because Hudson Taylor was willing to be the Lord’s “slave,” the ministry of the China Inland Mission that he founded received great blessing from God. Hudson Taylor preached in China for fifty-one years, with eight hundred missionaries working alongside him. They opened three hundred gospel halls, established one hundred and twenty-five schools, and led eighteen thousand people to the Lord. May believers all be like Dr. Hudson Taylor, willing to revere God and follow His directions, so that they may bear much fruit and become true disciples of the Lord.
The whole household receives salvation
Disciples should delight in following God’s directions, because only those who obey God can have the Holy Spirit as a gift in their hearts (Acts 5:32) and thus receive salvation. (1 Corinthians 12:3) Because a father is the head of a household (Ephesians 6:1), a father who has the Holy Spirit in his heart and willingly follows God’s directions can more easily lead his whole family to the Lord. Noah was willing to revere God and obey the instruction to build the ark, and thus enabled his whole family to receive salvation. (Hebrews 11:7) The salvation of Noah’s whole household did not follow the principle, “When one person attains the Way, even his chickens and dogs ascend to heaven.” Rather, it meant, “People must act in faith in order to enter the ark” (Genesis 6:18; 7:7). (Ezekiel 15:20) Today, some people rely on a mistranslated Bible verse (Acts 16:31) to believe that “when one person believes in the Lord, the whole household is saved.” This substitutes their own private meaning for the original intention of Dr. Luke, the author of Acts. In the original-language Bible, the Greek means: “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will surely be saved; [salvation is offered in the same way to] you and your household.” (Πιστευσον επι τον Κυριον Ιησουν Χριστον, και σωθηση συ και  ο οικος σου.) Just as Noah’s family members had to enter the ark to receive salvation, disciples’ family members today must likewise enter Christ to receive eternal life. (Galatians 3:27; Romans 6:23)
Abandon error and return to what is right
Because Scripture, inspired by God (2 Timothy 3:16), is the lamp for people’s heavenly journey (Psalm 119:105), all who understand the Bible will have wisdom for salvation. (2 Timothy 3:15) When I taught in China, because I had experienced God answering prayer, I read the Bible from beginning to end within three months. In the Bible’s light, I came to know that teaching “evolution” in school did not accord with God’s will. Seeking peace of heart, I resolutely resigned my teaching job. Knowing that the Lord had been a carpenter, I found work as a carpenter to follow His example. The Bible gave me light for returning to what was right, yet “practicing benevolence” still had to “depend on oneself.”
Practical Application
1. The fact that Jehovah is the “sovereign” of the universe is a fact the Lord’s disciples must accept.
The Lord’s disciples can accept Jesus Christ as the “sovereign of the universe” on the basis of God’s revelation. (Genesis 1:1, 26) Chinese people’s acceptance of themselves as “descendants of the Yan and Yellow Emperors” is also based on historical documents. The logic by which believers believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is humanity’s “sovereign” is as follows:
A. There are historical facts of Jesus’ birth, crucifixion, and resurrection from the dead:
(1) People throughout the whole world celebrate Christmas.
(2) Five hundred people once saw the risen Jesus at the same time. (1 Corinthians 15:6)
(3) Those baptized in the Lord Jesus’ name undergo the change of new life. (Acts 2:42)
B. Jesus affirmed that the Bible is God’s Word. (Luke 24:44) The Bible lets people know that “the world and everything that fills it belong to God.” (Psalm 50:12)
Through the power of His resurrection from the dead, the Lord Jesus showed people that He is God’s Son. (Romans 1:4) Today, many “people who will die” in this world (Hebrews 9:27) have founded different religions for fame and profit, misleading others and harming themselves. (Revelation 20:10)
2. There is a condition for receiving salvation.
The condition is this: “Because of believing in the Lord’s resurrection, be willing to acknowledge Jesus as the sovereign of one’s own life.” (Romans 10:9) This faith is based on the fact that Jesus has proved Himself to be the Creator, rather than on what benefits one can receive after believing in the Lord. This does not mean that those who believe in the Lord should not seek benefits. It means that believers should understand the kinds of benefit and the proper path to obtaining them. Benefits have two kinds of value: “temporary value” and “eternal value.” (Matthew 16:26) The proper path to receiving benefit is to “seek God’s kingdom and God’s righteousness first.” (Matthew 6:33) Those who do not understand this are like a foolish man proposing marriage to his girlfriend who first asks her to bear him many children. All who make the “result” their “purpose” will, like this foolish man, often end in failure.
Poetry to Appreciate Together: To the Tune “Divination” (卜算子)
The risen Savior

Has appeared for people to see.

All who follow the Lord on righteous paths

Will surely have a bright future.

Those who wish to receive abundance

Must seek God’s righteousness.

To receive eternal life in the Lord

Only this is true blessedness. (1 Peter 1:24)

Translation note
This is the complete first chapter of this exact manuscript, including every practical-application point and the closing lyric. The author’s historical, cultural, linguistic, and theological claims and autobiographical recollections are translated as source claims, without independent factual certification. The supplied reference Ezekiel 15:20 does not identify a verse in that chapter, but is retained explicitly; other references, including the poem’s 1 Peter 1:24, are not silently replaced. All printed Greek and Hebrew letter sequences are retained. The idiom about chickens and dogs ascending to heaven is preserved literally to retain the author’s contrast, and the “ancestral forefather” image remains a stated metaphor.
Part Two: The Disciple Must Enter a Covenant with the Lord
1. Have the Holy Spirit in the Heart
Chapter 2: Disciples Must Enter into Covenant with the Lord
(1) Have the Holy Spirit in the Heart
Have the gift of the Holy Spirit
When God established the old covenant with the Israelites, He engraved the law on stone tablets. (Exodus 34:27–28) Since the birth of Christ Jesus, when God establishes a covenant with the chosen people of the new-covenant era, He writes His law on their hearts. (Hebrews 8:10) Because God’s law is God’s Word (Psalm 119:153–154), and is also spirit (John 6:63), “the law written on the heart” refers to disciples “receiving the Holy Spirit as a gift” (ληψεσθε την δωρεαν του Αγιον Πνευματος). (Acts 2:38) (Regrettably, the Chinese Bible translators rendered the Greek word for “gift,” δωρεαν, as “give,” with the result that the original meaning, “God gives the Holy Spirit as a gift,” was lost in translation.) The three thousand people who listened to Peter’s preaching felt “pierced to the heart” (Acts 2:37) because of the Holy Spirit’s prompting. (1 Corinthians 12:3) Because they obeyed the Holy Spirit’s prompting, repented, and were baptized, they all received the Holy Spirit as a gift. (Acts 2:38) The result of receiving the Holy Spirit as a gift is to have the joy the Holy Spirit gives in the heart. (Acts 16:34) Those without joy in their hearts may be people who are unwilling to obey the Holy Spirit’s prompting and have not yet been born again. (Mark 10:21–22) Although John Wesley had ministered to churches in North America for many years, he was still not born again. It was not until May 24, 1738, after returning to London, that Wesley was born again through believing and submitting to Martin Luther’s teaching of “justification by faith.” May believers who have not been born again have Pastor Wesley’s honesty and courage, so that they can receive the Holy Spirit through believing and obeying God’s Word.
Become a new creation
All those in whose hearts the Holy Spirit dwells have the new life of salvation, because the Holy Spirit is the “renewer” of believers’ lives. (Titus 3:5) Because the Lord’s words are spirit and life (John 6:63), if believers willingly hide God’s Word in their hearts (Psalm 119:11) as the seed of the Word, a newly created life can grow from it. (後前1:23, as printed) Apollos in Ephesus could explain the Bible and was fervent in heart (Acts 18:24–25), but because he knew only John’s baptism, he did not have the Holy Spirit in his heart. (Acts 18:25; 19:2–3) Later, through the counsel of the married couple Aquila and Priscilla, he received the new life of being born again. He could not only help other believers grow spiritually, but also had the ability to refute those who opposed the gospel. (Acts 18:28) From Apollos we can see that those who can explain the Bible and are fervent in heart have not necessarily already been born again, because the signs of having the Holy Spirit in the heart are “joy,” “hope,” and “power.” (Romans 15:13; Acts 1:8)
Be willing to repent sincerely
Because “repentance” is the prerequisite for people to believe the gospel (Mark 1:15), people must truly repent before they can truly believe the gospel. All who are willing to repent truly will willingly be crucified with the Lord, so that Christ can live in their hearts. (Galatians 2:20) Because Paul was willing to fall at the Lord’s feet, he received the Holy Spirit as soon as he believed in the Lord. (Acts 9:4, 17) Because the disciple Judas was false and insincere toward the Lord (Matthew 26:16, 49), he had no part in the Holy Spirit and could only be controlled by Satan. (John 17:12)
Because God knows people’s thoughts from afar (Psalm 139:2), all who have not sincerely confessed their sins to God should repent and turn to the Lord without delay, for the day of the Lord’s return is near. (Revelation 22:20)
Part Two: The Disciple Must Enter a Covenant with the Lord
2. Only Then Does One Belong to Christ
(2) Only Then Belong to Christ
Be the Lord’s slave
The Lord Jesus Christ is God’s Lamb. (John 1:29) He was crucified to bear the sins of many. (Isaiah 53:12) Through the precious blood He shed, all who believe and obey God receive redemption (1 Peter 1:19) and are justified freely. (Romans 3:24) The apostle Paul said, “Those who receive salvation are no longer their own, but slaves whom the Lord has bought back at a great price.” (1 Corinthians 6:19–20; Romans 1:1) Because the Lord is the Righteous One (1 John 2:1), being His slave means being a slave of righteousness unto “sanctification.” (Romans 6:19) Because the Lord is holy (1 Peter 1:15), and the church is His body (Ephesians 1:23), those unwilling to be His slaves and who have not been sanctified are unworthy to be members of the church, just as “mutated cancer cells” are unworthy to remain in the body. (1 Corinthians 1:2) May the Lord’s disciples all be faithful in keeping the “new covenant,” like the Lord’s younger brothers James and Jude. (Hebrews 8:10–11) They laid aside their identity as “the Lord’s brothers” and willingly acknowledged themselves as His “slaves.” (James 1:1; Jude 1:1) This is truly worthy of respect and admiration. The Greek δουλος originally means “slave” (Philemon 16), yet in James 1:1 and Jude 1:1 it is mistranslated as “servant.” This kind of translation that privately changes the Bible’s original meaning is, I fear, a case of “doing harm with good intentions,” harming oneself and misleading others. (Revelation 22:18–19)
Only then have a good outcome
Because “whatever one sows, that one also reaps” is a spiritual law established by God, believers who wish their lives to have a good outcome should sow according to the Holy Spirit, so that they can receive eternal life. (Galatians 6:7–8) Because the centurion Cornelius was willing to obey the guidance of God’s Spirit and invite Peter to preach in his home, not only did his whole household receive salvation, but many relatives and friends also had an opportunity to turn to the Lord. (Acts 10:22, 44) God is loving, but “God’s love” does not compel people. The rich young man who came to the Lord to ask about eternal life was unwilling to obey the Lord’s instruction, so he could only leave sorrowfully. (Mark 10:22) This means that those who want a good outcome must diligently fulfill their duties as the Lord’s slaves. (Matthew 11:12) The Ethiopian eunuch who went to Jerusalem to worship received salvation because he was willing to act on the Bible’s revelation. (Acts 8:35–39)
Meet God’s requirements
Like today’s Western world, God also governs the world through “the rule of law.” (Psalm 119:9) The “new covenant” that God establishes with people belongs to the realm of law. Party A to the new covenant is God; Party B is the Lord’s disciples. Party A removes Party B’s sins, writes the covenant to be kept on Party B’s heart, and gives eternal life to those who keep the covenant. (Revelation 1:5; John 3:16) Party B must confess sin and let God’s Spirit dwell in the heart. All who willingly obey the Holy Spirit’s leading can receive the status of God’s children. (Romans 8:14, 23) Those who have and obey God’s Spirit in their hearts meet God’s requirements for covenant partners in the new covenant. Only such disciples belong to Christ. (Romans 8:9) It was only after Pastor John Wesley received the Holy Spirit’s warmth that God greatly used him to establish the Methodist Church. The apostle Judas, by contrast, fell and became a “son of perdition” because he had no Holy Spirit in his heart. (John 13:27; 17:12) From this we can see that it is extremely important for disciples to hold fast to the new covenant.
Part Two: The Disciple Must Enter a Covenant with the Lord
3. Be Baptised in the Lord’s Name
(3) Be Baptized in the Lord’s Name
Meet the Lord’s standard
The baptism disciples receive must meet the Lord’s standard for them to receive the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:38) The twelve disciples of the Ephesian church who met Paul had not received the Holy Spirit because their baptism did not meet the Lord’s standard. (Acts 19:2) Later, only after humbly receiving Paul’s training and baptism administered in the Lord’s name did they receive the Holy Spirit’s coming upon them. Baptism received in the Lord’s name has the following standards:
1. Through believing in the Lord Jesus’ resurrection, one must be willing to accept Jesus as Lord and as Christ. (Acts 2:36)
2. One must confess to God the sins of “rebelling against God,” “missing God’s appointed purpose for human life,” and “deceit.” (Psalm 32:1–2)
3. The person being baptized must receive baptism in a place approved by the Lord, from a person filled with the Holy Spirit. (Acts 10:47–48)
4. After baptism, there must be the manifestation of the new life that comes from receiving the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:41–42)
All who are baptized in accordance with these standards will, through the Holy Spirit’s indwelling in their hearts, become disciples who have entered into the new covenant with God.
Sins are forgiven
The forgiveness of believers’ sins depends on the precious blood the Lord shed on the cross. (Hebrews 9:14) The “water” used in baptism is the “living water” of which the Lord spoke (John 4:10), that is, God’s “Spirit” (Πνευμα). (John 7:38–39) In the Lord’s words, “Only those born of water and the Spirit can enter God’s kingdom” (John 3:5), we see the process by which believers’ sins are forgiven: when those who have sincerely repented receive water baptism, the Spirit moving in the water (Genesis 1:2) washes away their sins through the Lord’s blood. (Revelation 1:5) Those who understand this principle need no longer argue endlessly over how much water baptism requires. Those who have not met the Lord’s standard for baptism remain unforgiven even if they are baptized in the ocean.
Have a sincere heart
Because God is spirit, the Lord’s disciples must be honest with Him. (John 4:24) In other passages, the Greek word for “honesty,” αληθεια, is translated “speak the truth” (Ephesians 4:25), “truth” (Romans 2:20), and “truthfulness.” (Romans 3:7) Because God looks into people’s hearts (1 Samuel 16:7), all who come before Him must tell Him the truth, accept the truth, and refrain from hypocrisy in order to enter into the new covenant with Him. May the Lord’s disciples all have the Samaritan woman’s virtue of telling the truth (John 4:17), the courage to practice the truth shown by the two disciples who met the risen Lord on the Emmaus road (Luke 24:32–33), and Nathanael’s honest, guileless simplicity before the Lord. (John 1:47) Westerners often say, “Honesty is the best policy.” Easterners agree that “sincerity of intention” is the prerequisite for “rectifying the heart, cultivating oneself, ordering the family, governing the nation, and bringing peace to the world.” (The Great Learning) Believers must agree, both in their speech and in their thinking, that they should be honest with God, and sincerely practice this universally known principle. Only then can they enter into the new covenant with the Creator, become the Lord’s disciples in reality as well as in name, and thus have their names recorded in the Lord’s Book of Life. (Luke 10:20)
Practical Application
Know God’s overall plan
From biblical revelation, we know that God has an overall plan: according to God’s timing, to bring everything in heaven and on earth together as one in Christ, so that God’s glory may receive praise from those in Christ. (Ephesians 1:10–12) All who understand this principle will know the era in which they live and the responsibility they should fulfill. Today’s believers live in the new-covenant era. They must enter into the new covenant with the Lord and fulfill their responsibility as covenant partners. The following are responsibilities that all who are the Lord’s disciples should know and fulfill:
A. Repent and believe the gospel (Mark 1:15), letting Christ dwell in the heart. (Ephesians 3:17)
B. Live out the life of being born again and do what the new person should do. (2 Corinthians 5:17)
(1) Love God with the whole heart and will, and love one’s neighbor as oneself. (Matthew 22:37–39)
(2) Enter the Lord’s rest. (Hebrews 4:3; Matthew 11:29)
(3) Obey the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19–20) and offer sacrifices pleasing to God. (Hebrews 13:15–16)
(4) Give cheerfully by faith. (2 Corinthians 9:6–8)
(5) Await the Lord’s return. (2 Peter 3:13–14)
C. Renew oneself so that the new covenant one has established with God can remain in effect.
(1) Examine one’s own trustworthiness. Because Communion is observed to remind those who have entered into the new covenant with the Lord not to forget it, everyone who receives Communion must be someone who has already entered into that covenant with the Lord (1 Corinthians 11:25). They must also examine themselves to see whether they are still qualified covenant partners. (1 Corinthians 11:28–29)
(2) Be willing to confess sin sincerely to the Lord. To know one’s sin and be willing to change is the greatest good. Because only the righteous can live by faith (Romans 1:17), all who refuse to confess sin will fail to receive eternal life because they have not been sanctified. (Romans 6:22) Disciples must understand this principle. Only then can they, like the two disciples who met the risen Lord on the Emmaus road and received Communion, live out the new manner of life of a true Christian. (Luke 24:30–33)
Poetry to Appreciate Together: To the Tune “Pure and Peaceful Music” (清平樂)
What does baptism mean?

Entering into Christ.

Receiving the blessing of eternal life, never to be parted from the Lord.

You should hold fast to the new covenant;

Only then can you please the Lord.

You must also be a saint, to receive the heavenly inheritance. (Colossians 1:10–12)

Translation note
This translates the complete second chapter of the exact source, preserving every condition in its baptism and covenant arguments, its Party A/Party B comparison, the application lists, and the closing lyric. The printed citation 後前1:23 has an unclear book abbreviation and is retained explicitly. The source’s Greek spellings and its historical and theological claims are not silently repaired or independently certified. “Slave” preserves the author’s repeated distinction from “servant.”
Part Three: The Disciple Must Be in Christ
1. Be Filled with the Holy Spirit
Chapter 3: Disciples Must Be in Christ
(1) Be Filled with the Holy Spirit
Have the Holy Spirit in the heart
Disciples’ being in Christ is a relationship of shared life. The Lord Jesus compared disciples’ being in Christ to vine branches being grafted into the vine. (John 15:5) He said, “If you remain in me, my words also remain in you.” (John 15:7) Because the Lord’s words are the Lord’s Spirit (John 6:63), “the Lord’s words being in Christ” and “the Lord’s Spirit being in the disciples” are the same thing. Being filled with the Holy Spirit should not become a signboard with which people show themselves off. It should be the quality of believers who, through obeying the Spirit in their hearts, are willing to do God’s will. Barnabas in the early church was this kind of Spirit-filled disciple. (Acts 11:24) After Paul, who had persecuted the church, believed in the Lord, no church leader dared welcome him, because they did not yet know whether his conversion was real. Only Barnabas dared welcome Paul, because he felt that they “shared the same Spirit.” This event enables us to draw the following conclusion: those who plot against God’s servants who have the Holy Spirit in their hearts (2 Timothy 4:14), and “religious people” who join evildoers in their corruption (1 Corinthians 5:2), are all people who do not yet have the Holy Spirit in their hearts. Only those who have God’s love truly have the Holy Spirit within.
Perform signs and wonders
Those who truly have the Holy Spirit in their hearts have spiritual authority and can perform many kinds of signs and wonders. (Acts 5:12) In the church to which I belonged in Hong Kong, there was a Spirit-filled Elder 林. During a home visit, a sister whose life was in danger asked Elder 林 to lay hands on her and pray. Moved by the Holy Spirit, Elder 林 asked God to treat her graciously as He had King Hezekiah (Isaiah 38:5), letting her be healed and have fifteen more years of life on earth to shine for the Lord. The sister was healed, and fifteen years later she peacefully went to be with the Lord, at the end of the period Elder 林 had requested. This event shows us that Elder 林 was a man with the Holy Spirit and spiritual authority. This was not Elder 林’s evaluation of himself. It was the recognition of the believers who heard his prayer for that sister, knew she had been healed, and many years later attended her funeral service.
Be willing to believe and obey the true God
Whether a god is true or false does not depend on how many followers there are, but on whether the overcoming of death is a true fact. We believe that the Lord Jesus is the true God because He has risen from the dead and, through power, shown Himself to be God’s Son. (Romans 1:4) This power to rise from the dead is the mark of the true God. All who obey the truth will accept Jesus because of the reality that He is God’s Son. (John 3:21) Paul was such a person with an upright conscience. As soon as he knew that Jesus was the risen Lord, he willingly bowed at the Lord’s feet (Acts 9:4) and gladly became His slave. (Romans 1:1) Paul had studied under Gamaliel. (Acts 23:3) He had not only philosophical and scientific knowledge, but also the wisdom to revere the Creator. (Psalm 111:10) May knowledgeable people in the world all possess Paul’s quality of being willing to believe and obey the true God, so that they may have not only spiritual knowledge, but also the Holy Spirit’s joy. (Romans 14:17)
Part Three: The Disciple Must Be in Christ
2. Have Fruit in the Work
(2) Have Fruitful Work
Preach God’s gospel
Preachers must be filled with the Holy Spirit and preach God’s gospel in order to lead people to the Lord. Peter could lead three thousand people to the Lord through one sermon (Acts 2:41) because he faithfully preached the following two gospel truths:
1. The fact that Jesus rose from the dead is the basis on which people can believe that He is the Christ. (Acts 2:32, 36)
2. Those willing to accept Jesus as Lord must repent and be baptized in the Lord’s name so that their sins are forgiven, and thus receive the Holy Spirit whom God gives as a gift. (Acts 2:38)
The first of these truths can bring people to recognize their sin (Acts 2:37), and the second can bring them new life. The three thousand who heard the gospel Peter preached all received new life. (Acts 2:42) Because believers had new life, the early church enjoyed everyone’s favor and grew rapidly. (Acts 2:46–47) God’s gospel does not attract people through small material favors. It uses the fact of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead to let people know that the Creator has come into the world to save sinners. God’s gospel does not allow the unqualified to be saved as well; it requires people to repent sincerely and be baptized into Christ, attaining a life worthy of eternal life. Those who wish to lead many people to the Lord must, like Peter, faithfully proclaim God’s pure gospel.
Bring people to be born again
Because God values people’s spiritual qualities, when He chose someone to be king of Israel, He chose David, who was willing to do God’s will in everything. (Acts 13:22) All preachers who attend to God’s heart should emphasize “the increase in the number of disciples” (Acts 6:7), rather than value “gaining unregenerate people as members.” (1 Corinthians 5:1–2) Those who have this insight will, like Paul in the Ephesian church, care about whether members have received the Holy Spirit and be willing to teach and help those who have not been born again to receive Him. (Acts 19:2, 3–6) Many preachers today may not yet have Paul’s experience of being born again, so they assume that everyone in the congregation has already been born again. Every Sunday they teach unregenerate people to become sanctified. The result is like “pulling an ox up a tree”: strenuous work that wins no appreciation. May preachers who have not been born again learn from Pastor John Wesley’s example, willingly surrendering to the Lord and accepting the pure gospel, so that they can receive the Holy Spirit and become preachers who can lead people to be born again and saved. The Great Commission the Lord gave His disciples is not merely to make people into unsaved believers. It is to bring them to be born again as disciples who can enter God’s kingdom. (John 3:5; Matthew 28:19)
Commit oneself to serving the Lord
Because being a preacher is a mission rather than an occupation, all who have accepted the Lord’s call must commit themselves to His service. Those who are faithful will know what the Lord wants and strive to reach the goal. Such servants can receive the Lord’s praise and reward. (Matthew 25:21) Those who are unfaithful will be left by the Lord to weep in the darkness outside the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 25:30) May preachers willingly follow the good example of the Lord’s servant Billy Graham in committing himself to the Lord’s service. American President Nixon once invited Billy Graham to take a position in the White House. Graham declined Nixon’s kind invitation because, while young, he had already dedicated himself to the Lord’s service beside a lake at a Baptist retreat center in California. He had resolved to serve the “King of kings” with his whole heart and will. (Revelation 19:17) This is the secret of Billy Graham’s success.
Part Three: The Disciple Must Be in Christ
3. Honour the Lord as Great
(3) Magnify the Lord
Revere “Lord Heaven”
Because Chinese people believe that “Heaven brings forth all things,” they call Heaven “Lord Heaven” (老天爺), and call the place where He is worshiped the “Temple of Heaven.” All who understand biblical revelation know that the Creator of all things is the Lord Jesus Christ. (Colossians 1:16) This means that the Lord Jesus is the “Lord Heaven” whom Chinese people revere in their hearts. In fact, the idea that “those who obey the Lord live, and those who oppose the Lord perish” has long existed in Chinese people’s hearts. Human bodily life is given by the Lord. Because of human sin, this life is in the process of dying. (Romans 6:23) People must have the Holy Spirit’s renewal within the heart (Titus 3:5) in order to receive the new life of being “born again.” Because the Holy Spirit follows the Lord’s sending (John 16:7), all who willingly magnify the Lord can have the Holy Spirit dwelling within their hearts. Saul, who persecuted the church, received the Holy Spirit only after bowing down at the Lord Jesus’ feet. (Acts 9:4, 17–18)
Only then be worthy to enter the kingdom of heaven
Receiving any good thing has conditions. The Lord Jesus regarded the “Holy Spirit” as a “good thing” the heavenly Father gives His children. (Luke 11:13) The “goodness” of the Holy Spirit lies in enabling people to be “born again” and possess the qualifications for entering the kingdom of heaven. (John 3:5) Whether a person can enter God’s kingdom is not decided by that person’s own assertion, nor can it be certified by someone else. It must accord with biblical revelation. The following two biblical revelations must be known by all who wish to enter the kingdom of heaven:
1. God’s “kingdom” (Βασιλειας) means God “reigns” (Βασιλευσει). (Luke 1:33) Because the Greek for “kingdom” and “reign” is the same word, differing only as noun and verb, “entering God’s kingdom” means “accepting God as King.” Because Paul was willing to be the Lord’s slave (Romans 1:1), he received the Holy Spirit. (Acts 9:17) In Old Testament times, King Saul did not carry out Jehovah’s instructions (1 Samuel 15:26), so God’s Spirit left him. (1 Samuel 16:14) Those wishing to enter the kingdom of heaven must have God’s Spirit, because only those with the Holy Spirit belong to Christ. (Romans 8:9)
2. Entering God’s kingdom is not a choice between “living in the world” and “living in heaven.” It is a choice between “living in the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:15) and “living in eternal blessedness.” (Revelation 22:5) People must make their decision before they leave this world. (John 11:26) All who miss the deadline are irresponsible toward themselves.
Make the intention sincere and the heart upright
All who revere God should have “sincerity of intention” toward the Lord, because He delights in such people. (John 1:47) All who practice the Lord’s Word should have an “upright heart,” because only such people can share in His Word. (Acts 8:21) Those with this quality of “sincere intention and an upright heart” will enter the kingdom of heaven through revering God. The centurion was such a person. Because he revered God, he did many good deeds and prayed to God continually. (Acts 10:2) Because he obeyed God, the Lord’s Spirit quickly came upon him. (Acts 5:32; 10:44) The Lord’s disciple Judas harbored deceit in his heart (Matthew 26:49) and consequently became a “son of perdition.” (John 17:12) From this we can see that the Lord’s disciples can enter the kingdom of heaven not because of “what they have done,” but because they “have already become people worthy to enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Philippians 1:27; Matthew 10:38)
Practical Application
1. Believers must have a view of “being filled with the Holy Spirit” that accords with biblical revelation.
“Being filled with the Holy Spirit” means that believers who have been born again are willing to obey the guidance of the Holy Spirit dwelling in their hearts, resulting in the following manifestations:
(1) They can heal illnesses, perform mighty works, serve as prophets, distinguish spirits, and speak in tongues. (1 Corinthians 12:7–11)
(2) Like Bezalel, the skilled craftsman of Old Testament times, they can have wisdom, understanding, and knowledge to do all kinds of skilled work. (Exodus 31:2–4)
(3) Like Aaron, they can be set apart as holy. (Exodus 28:3)
(4) Like the seven deacons of the early church, they can have a reputation (Acts 6:5), and like Barnabas, they can lead many people to the Lord. (Acts 11:24)
Because Scripture says, “If no one interprets [the tongues], one should remain silent in the meeting,” and also says, “It is better to speak five sentences with understanding to teach people than ten thousand sentences in tongues” (1 Corinthians 14:19), I believe that unless it is truly prompted by the Holy Spirit, people should not speak loudly in tongues during church meetings. For the Holy Spirit’s gift of speaking in tongues is placed after the other gifts. (1 Corinthians 12:28) Tongues that arise from “one’s own private intention,” and actions in which “the guest’s noise overwhelms the host”—usurping the proper place of what is central—do not please God.
2. Believers must correctly understand “being worthy of salvation.”
God desires all people to be saved (1 Timothy 2:4), but not everyone can be “counted worthy of God’s kingdom” as the Thessalonian believers were. (2 Thessalonians 1:5) According to biblical revelation, those who wish to receive God’s kingdom must pass through many hardships. Because the believers of the Thessalonian church maintained endurance and faith under persecution, they were worthy of God’s kingdom. (2 Thessalonians 1:4) Those who cannot withstand God’s testing will have their names removed by the Lord from the Book of Life. (Revelation 3:5) Each person has their own aspirations. May readers think carefully.
Poetry to Appreciate Together: To the Tune “Bodhisattva Barbarian” (菩薩蠻)
Disciples must be in Christ;

Keep the Lord’s requirements firmly in mind.

Be filled with the Holy Spirit,

Respond to the Lord’s call.

Have fruitful work;

God’s grace is truly wonderful.

Be willing to magnify the Lord;

Fear not even if the sky collapses. (Psalm 27:1)

Translation note
This translates the complete third chapter, all application subpoints, both Scripture quotations about tongues, and the closing lyric. The source’s unusual phrase 主的話在基督裏 is retained literally as “the Lord’s words being in Christ,” rather than silently changed to “in the disciples.” Acts 23:3 for Paul’s training under Gamaliel and Revelation 19:17 for “King of kings” are retained as printed, although the relevant wording appears in Acts 22:3 and Revelation 19:16. The surname 林 is retained without inventing an English personal name. All historical and theological statements, including the reported healing and the author’s interpretation of salvation, remain source claims rather than independently certified facts.
Part Four: The Disciple Can Overcome the Devil by the Lord
1. The Disciple Can Cast Out Demons
Chapter 4: Disciples Can Overcome the Devil through the Lord
(1) Disciples Can Cast Out Demons
Carry out the Lord’s commission
The commission the Lord gave His disciples was to go and make all nations His disciples. All who carry out this commission at His command will surely have His presence. (Matthew 28:19–20) The apostle Paul could drive out the demon possessing a slave girl in Philippi because he was a gospel messenger sent by the Lord, with the Lord’s presence and God’s authority. (Acts 16:18) The reason some church preachers today have tried to cast out demons, only to find the demons disobedient, is connected with whether those preachers have been called, born again, and sanctified. The devil fears only the Lord’s authority (Matthew 8:31–32), not religious people. The seven sons of the Jewish chief priest Sceva were injured by an evil spirit and fled in panic because they did not have the Lord’s Spirit in their hearts. (Acts 19:15–16) Because the time for God to throw the devil into the lake of fire has not yet come, the devil can still roam like a lion, searching for people to devour. (1 Peter 5:8) True believers who belong to the Lord do not fear demons, because the Lord promised them that they could cast out demons in His name. (Mark 16:16:17, as printed)
Demons fear the Lord’s sword
The Lord’s “sword” is “God’s Word.” God’s Word is “everything that comes from God’s mouth” (Deuteronomy 8:3), and is also “God” (John 1:1), that is, “God’s Spirit” (John 6:63), because God is spirit. (John 4:24) From this we can see that “the Lord’s sword” is “God Himself,” whom demons fear. When the Holy Spirit led the Lord Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil, He used God’s “imperial sword”—the sword of supreme authority—to defeat the devil. (Matthew 4:1–11) The devil used three seemingly plausible but false arguments to lure Jesus into taking the bait, but Jesus blocked each with the words of Scripture. In the first round, the devil urged Jesus to “abuse the authority of God’s Son.” Jesus let the devil know that people must live by God’s Word. (Deuteronomy 8:3) In the second round, the devil urged Jesus to jump from the temple’s pinnacle, letting all the Jews know that He was the Lord they were seeking. (Malachi 3:1) Jesus answered the devil with Scripture: “You must not test the Lord your God.” (“Testing God” means asking God to do what one already knows He will not do.) In the third round, the devil used the world’s splendor to buy Jesus’ worship of the devil. Jesus answered with Scripture: “You should worship the Lord your God and serve Him alone.” (1 Samuel 7:3) With no further scheme available, the devil left the Lord. After overcoming the devil’s temptations, Jesus returned to Galilee in the Holy Spirit’s power. (Luke 4:14)
Have the Holy Spirit working with you
All the Lord’s faithful servants, when facing enemies, will surely have the Holy Spirit within their hearts to enable them to say what should be said (Matthew 10:19–20) and do what should be done. (Acts 16:18) The conditions for having the Holy Spirit work with them are “obeying God” (Acts 5:32) and “preaching the gospel.” (Mark 16:20) Dr. 宋尚節 was willing to follow God’s guidance, give up fame and position, and return to his homeland to preach; therefore, he had the Holy Spirit working with him. He nurtured many vessels for the Lord whom God greatly used. Among them were Pastor 史祈生, who established Zhongxuanhui (中宣會) in New York; Elder 林, who prayed for a critically ill sister so that she lived fifteen more years; and Sister 張李玉英, who for a long time prayed for me twice daily, morning and evening. The spiritual fruit Dr. 宋 bore is clear evidence that the Holy Spirit worked with him and that he could overcome the devil. (Acts 26:18)
Part Four: The Disciple Can Overcome the Devil by the Lord
2. The Lord Is Greater than the Devil
(2) The Lord Is Greater than Demons
The Lord has already overcome the devil
According to biblical revelation, through death the Lord Jesus has defeated the devil, who held the power of death (Hebrews 2:14), and has abolished “death.” (2 Timothy 1:10) From then on, disciples who belong to the Lord have authority to overcome the devil. (Luke 10:17–19) When the Lord’s disciple Paul preached the gospel in Philippi, a slave girl possessed by a divining spirit followed behind him, shouting loudly to let people know that Paul was the servant of the Most High God. After enduring this harassment for days, Paul became greatly annoyed and addressed the slave girl, casting out the demon in Jesus Christ’s name. The demon came out immediately. (Acts 16:18) The Lord has given disciples authority to cast out demons and heal illnesses (Matthew 10:1), but some disciples lack the power to do so (Matthew 17:16, 19); therefore, the Lord advised such disciples to pray and fast. (Matthew 17:21) “Prayer and fasting” means that those praying are so earnest and focused in prayer that they have neither time nor desire to eat.
Those who pray and fast must have a heart to turn back and depart from evil for their requests to be accepted by God. (Jonah 3:5, 8, 10) The Lord said that those with the “bridegroom” (John 3:28–29) present have no need to fast. (Matthew 9:15) This means that disciples in a good relationship with the Lord have power to cast out demons even without fasting. (Acts 16:18) “Frequent fasting” should not become a way for falsely spiritual people to “show themselves off.” It should become a discipline of “bringing the body under control” for those seeking sanctification. (1 Corinthians 9:27)
There is spiritual warfare
The Lord’s disciples must know that in the spiritual realm, the Creator and the evil archangel who rebelled against God are engaged in spiritual warfare. (Isaiah 14:14–15) Those willing to follow the Lord are naturally drawn into this battle. Those who fear death become “the devil’s slaves.” (Hebrews 2:15) Those willing to share sweetness and suffering with the Lord become “Christ’s good soldiers.” (2 Timothy 2:3) In fact, everyone in this spiritual warfare suffers. (Romans 8:22) Those who serve the Lord will surely find that “after bitterness, sweetness comes” (Romans 8:17), while the devil’s slaves will “suffer torment forever.” (Revelation 20:10) May believers have the wisdom of Noah and Peter. Knowing that the world would be destroyed by a flood, Noah built the ark and thus saved himself. (Hebrews 11:7) Knowing that the present world would be destroyed by fire (2 Peter 3:7), Peter urged people to be sanctified, turn to the Lord, and be saved. (後後3:7,14, as printed)
Resist the devil
Disciples must not underestimate the enemy, because the whole world still lies under the evil one’s power. (1 John 5:19) Yet disciples need not fear, because for all who submit to God, as long as they dare resist the devil, the devil will surely flee from them. (James 4:7) When I was establishing a church in California, USA, I once had an experience of resisting the devil. After a Sunday meeting, our assistant pastor, Pastor 朱, asked me how to deal with a person still at the church who was possessed by a demon. I decisively resolved to cast out the demon for this sister. With her consent, we laid hands on her and prayed, commanding the demon in the Lord Jesus Christ’s name to come out of her. Unexpectedly, a rough, hoarse man’s voice suddenly came from her mouth, saying, “I do not want to come out!” I immediately replied loudly, “Even if you do not want to come out, you must come out!” Eventually the demon did come out. Pastor 朱 said that at that moment he felt a gust of wind blow toward him. From the testimony the sister later gave, we learned that when the demon came out, her lameness also disappeared at the same time.
Part Four: The Disciple Can Overcome the Devil by the Lord
3. Live Out Christ the Lord
(3) Live Out the Lord Christ
Personally experience the Lord
Because the Lord’s disciples must rely on His great power to cast out demons, they must have an intimate relationship with Him. (John 15:5) Those with such an intimate relationship have an “experiential knowledge” of Him. (Psalm 34:8) This knowledge is what Job described as “seeing the Lord with his own eyes.” (Job 42:5) This “seeing” is not necessarily seeing with physical eyes. It is the kind of “revelation within the heart” that Lydia received. (Acts 16:14) Those with this experience are true believers in the Lord. (Acts 16:15) Only such believers will firmly believe the biblical teaching that the Lord is greater than the devil. (1 John 4:4) When I was pioneering and establishing a church in California, USA, I had several experiences of relying on the Lord to cast out demons. During one home visit, a Mrs. 關 told me that she had not attended church for a long time because her home was haunted and her two daughters were ill. A spirit had suggested that she rearrange the furniture in her living room, so Mrs. 關 asked how she should respond to it. I told her, “The spirit and I are both your guests. It would not be reasonable for one guest to drive out another. If you are willing to tell the spirit to go, we can command it in the Lord’s name to leave your home.” Mrs. 關 thought for a moment and said, “I want the spirit to go!” To make a long story short, that evening, in the Lord’s name, we not only drove the spirit out, but also removed the ancestral tablets from the wall and laid hands on the two sick daughters in prayer. The following Sunday, Mrs. 關 and her two healed daughters all returned happily to church. Not long afterward, God led me to pastor an English-speaking church.
Once, a sister named 斯推絲 (Stacy) came to my church office for spiritual counseling. She had been baptized only recently and planned to return to Japan soon to visit relatives. Her problem was this: during her previous stay at her mother’s home in Japan, she had had a terrifying experience at night of a spirit pressing down on her as she slept. Therefore, she still felt lingering fear about this next visit to Japan. She wanted her pastor to relieve her worry and resolve her difficulty. I let her know that “the past is different from today,” because she had now been baptized into Christ. Since the little spirits of this world fear the great God (Psalm 95:3), the previous incident would absolutely not recur. After I prayed for her, she returned to Japan happily to visit her relatives. The next time I saw her, she said to me very excitedly, “Thank the Lord. It was just as you said, Pastor!”
Dedicate oneself to the Lord’s service
Those who experience the Lord’s reality will dedicate themselves to His service. It was because Paul met the risen Lord that he dedicated himself to being the Lord’s gospel messenger. (Acts 9:4, 18–20) Paul’s dedication gave him authority to cast out demons (Acts 16:18), just as willingness to serve as an “imperial envoy” gives a person authority to use the “imperial sword.” Those who do not wish to dedicate themselves but nevertheless want to cast out demons will follow in the footsteps of the seven sons of the priest Sceva. (Acts 19:15–16)
Take the Lord’s heart as one’s own
It is the Lord’s desire that disciples carry out His Great Commission. (Matthew 28:19) Those who attend to His heart will be like Philip: amid the hardship of the church’s persecution, wherever he fled, there he would “proclaim Christ.” (Acts 8:4–5) Philip’s obedience to God gave him the Holy Spirit’s power (Acts 5:32) to cast out demons. (Acts 8:6–7) May the Lord’s disciples all have come to know Him, be wholly for Him, and have His heart, so that they may have the new life that overcomes the devil.
Practical Application
1. The Lord’s disciples should have the following knowledge of “fasting and prayer,” in accordance with biblical revelation:
(1) “Fasting and prayer” means that those who believe and obey God sincerely confess their sins before Him, forgetting sleep and food, and express their resolve to thoroughly correct their past wrongs. (Jonah 3:5, 7, 10) “Fasting and prayer” without this substance is merely “a religious ceremony of deliberately not eating or drinking while praying.”
(2) “Fasting and prayer” does not force God to do what He is unwilling to do. It tells God that one is willing, like “the returning prodigal,” to “become a new person” according to His heart. (Galatians 2:20) Those who fast and pray without understanding this will be like King David, fruitlessly “going hungry for nothing.” (2 Samuel 12:15–19)
(3) Because “the bridegroom not being present with people” (Matthew 9:14–15) is the true reason believers need to “fast and pray,” those who frequently do so either “do not understand biblical truth” or belong to the category of those who “do not keep their word.” In the Lord’s story of “the prodigal returning home,” the prodigal who earnestly confesses to his father will not repeatedly “leave home and wander away” and “repeat the same mistake.” (Luke 15:21–24) Those whose sins have already been forgiven by the Lord, if they transgress again, should sincerely confess to Him when receiving Communion (1 Corinthians 11:28), so that they still share in the “new covenant” established with the Lord at baptism (Galatians 3:27). (1 Corinthians 11:25; Hebrews 8:10)
2. May the Lord’s disciples all have the following kinds of “experiential knowledge” gained through personally experiencing God:
(1) Having experienced the joy of sins forgiven through sincere confession. (Acts 16:34)
(2) Having experienced God answering one’s own prayers. (Acts 16:25–26)
(3) Having received God’s blessing through obeying Him. (Acts 10:22,–23, 44, as printed)
(4) Having experienced God’s healing. (Acts 3:6–9)
Poetry to Appreciate: To the Tune “Gazing South of the River” (望江南)
A true disciple

Can cast out demons through the Lord.

Christ is the Creator;

Every knee should bow before Him.

He is God’s radiance.

The Messiah

Is the Lord Christ.

The Word became flesh and was called Jesus;

Dying for sinners, He willingly endured disgrace.

All who believe are blessed. (Psalm 128:1)

Translation note
This is the complete fourth chapter, including all reported experiences, dialogues, conditions, practical-application points, and the lyric. The accounts of spirits, healing, and deliverance are the author’s reported religious experiences, translated as written rather than independently established diagnoses or events. Personal names without a supplied English form are retained in Chinese; Stacy is retained exactly as supplied. Malformed references Mark 16:16:17, 後後3:7,14, and Acts 10:22,–23,44 remain explicit. The source’s 1 Samuel 7:3 and other citations are not silently replaced. “Imperial sword” retains the Chinese image of delegated supreme authority; it does not describe a physical weapon used in these accounts.
Part Five: The Disciple Must Have the Lord Working with Him
1. Do the Will of God
Chapter 5: Disciples Must Have the Lord Working with Them
(1) Do God’s Will
Carry out the Lord’s commands
All who are the Lord’s disciples must be like “Christ’s good soldiers,” “obeying only the Lord’s orders.” (2 Timothy 2:4) Those willing to carry out His commands must first understand them. Regrettably, modern disciples have misunderstood the Lord’s command that His disciples love one another. This command requires them to love one another with God’s “love” (αγαπατε). (John 13:34) But believers have exchanged “God’s love” for human “love” (φιλων). Because Bible translators render αγαπαω (divine love) and φιλεω (affectionate love) (John 15:19) alike as “love,” in the passage where Peter answers the Lord, “I love you” (John 21:15), they fail to distinguish the “divine love” in the Lord’s question from the “affectionate love” in Peter’s answer. Because “divine love” and “affectionate love” are mixed together, those in the church who know how to love one another with “God’s love” are a minority. (Acts 9:27; 2 Timothy 1:15–17; 4:10–11) Among this minority, I wish to commend the love of an elderly sister in the Lord. While I was studying theology at Trinity Divinity School in Illinois, USA, an elderly sister made a special visit to the seminary to see me. She said that God wanted her to be my “praying mother.” I gladly accepted this kindness arising from “God’s love.” From then on, this “praying mother” prayed for me at a set time every day, and sometimes invited me out to eat. Once, while driving to visit her, my car unfortunately broke down. This “angel” the Lord had sent to care for me voluntarily paid for my car repairs. I knew well that she was carrying out the Lord’s command. In fact, so was I; it was simply that, in God’s holy work, we had received different assignments from the Lord.
Be greatly used by the Lord
Paul urged Timothy to become Christ’s good soldier. (2 Timothy 2:3) Because Timothy was a good soldier of the Lord in reality as well as in name, he chose to seek the things of Jesus Christ, advance the gospel (Philippians 2:21–22), and willingly be imprisoned for the gospel. (Hebrews 13:23) Timothy was greatly used by the Lord and became an indispensable special envoy for Paul in the gospel field. (1 Thessalonians 3:1–2) Paul instructed Timothy not to be hasty in ordaining elders (2 Timothy 5:22, as printed), showing that Timothy’s principle of ministry was to “value quality over quantity.” Preachers whom God greatly uses will not prize how many longtime members there are in the churches they pastor. They will prize how many new disciples there are in their field of service. The Lord’s apostle Peter was also a preacher greatly used by Him, because the three thousand whom he led to the Lord were all true disciples who persevered in practicing the Word, meeting together, and praying. (Acts 2:42)
Be willing to lay down the self
Believers are like people who have fallen into the water and are drowning because they cannot swim. They must know that they are powerless to save themselves before they will let go of themselves and follow the lifeguard’s commands. Today, among all who have fallen into the river of sin (Romans 5:12), those willing to lay down the self will obey the commands of “Christ Jesus the lifeguard” (Matthew 1:21), and thus be saved and become His true disciples. Dr. Hudson Taylor could become a successful missionary because he was willing to lay down the self, disregard his girlfriend’s opposition, follow the Holy Spirit’s prompting, establish the China Inland Mission, and send countless missionaries to China to spread the Lord’s gospel widely. All who willingly place themselves in God’s hands are very successful people.
Part Five: The Disciple Must Have the Lord Working with Him
2. Have Signs Following
(2) Have Signs Accompanying Them
God hears people’s prayers
God hears the prayers of those who believe His promises. Scripture’s statement, “People living in this world will surely encounter adversity” (Job 5:7), is true. When I was establishing a church in California, USA, in the 1980s, I encountered a very painful adversity. One day, my wife returned from seeing a doctor. As soon as she came through the door, she embraced me and wept. The doctor had discovered a tumor in her uterus and recommended an immediate hysterectomy. After praying, my wife and I decided to rely on God and not accept that doctor’s recommendation. To make a long story short, after more than half a year of weekly special consultations with a specialist, the baby in my wife’s womb was finally born safely. My wife, however, remained hospitalized because of complications from the difficult delivery. In praying for her, I held tightly to the biblical promise that “through the wounds the Lord received from being flogged, believers can be healed.” (Isaiah 53:5) Several weeks later, my wife finally left the hospital safely as well. To thank the Lord for His grace and the doctor for his hard work, I held a “thanksgiving banquet” in Chinatown. At the table, the Jewish doctor in charge of her care told me, “I believe the One on the second floor must love your wife very much.” (“The One on the second floor” indirectly referred to “Jehovah.” The doctor was saying that my wife’s miraculous survival was because Jehovah God loved her very much.) Having experienced this miracle, I deeply felt the importance of “doing God’s will” and the blessedness of “having the Lord work with us.”
Only then have a good outcome
In the world there are two kinds of people, two attitudes, and two outcomes. The first kind think that a person amounts to nothing (2 Corinthians 12:11), and consequently receive a heavenly crown. (2 Timothy 4:8) The other kind think themselves remarkable, and their end is to fall into Sheol. (Isaiah 14:14–15) Because the world was created by God (Genesis 1:1) and belongs to Him (Psalm 50:12), those who, like Joshua and Caleb, rely on God to enter the promised land can receive God’s protection and blessing. (Joshua 14:13–14)
Be faithful to the Lord
A person’s ability to believe in the Lord is a miracle, because it comes from the Holy Spirit’s work. (2 Corinthians 12:3, as printed) All who want to receive miracles must be faithful to the Lord. While serving God in California, USA, I once had God answer my prayer because I was faithful in serving Him. Following God’s guidance, I had taken the position of senior pastor of an English-speaking church. To live near this new field of service, I found a new house. Meanwhile, a young married couple had agreed to buy my old house and had paid a deposit. When they learned that I needed the proceeds from selling the old house to buy the new one, they tried to extort me, saying, “You must give me your new piano at home; only then will I buy your house.” On the same day, the manager selling the new house also called, requiring me to sell the old house within three days in order to retain the new house I had reserved. In prayer, I told God, “Lord, it was You who led me to serve in this new field. This weekend I only have time to be at home selling the house from two to four on Sunday afternoon. Please send two buyers to buy the house. Preferably someone of Mexican descent, because Mexican men do not need to consult relatives and friends when buying a house. Thank You, Lord, for resolving this difficulty. I ask in the Lord’s name. Hallelujah. Amen.”
That Sunday afternoon, two people did indeed come to buy the house. Because there was competition, it sold for three thousand US dollars above the original price. Because the buyer was of Mexican descent, that day’s deal was concluded very quickly.
Part Five: The Disciple Must Have the Lord Working with Him
3. Carry Out the Great Commission
(3) Carry Out the Great Commission
Carry out the Lord’s instructions
Because the Lord instructed His disciples to make all nations His disciples (Matthew 28:19), all who are His disciples are “Christ’s ambassadors.” (2 Corinthians 5:20) Because the original meaning of the Greek word for “messengers” (πρεσβευομεν) is “ambassadors,” the foremost task of the Lord’s disciples is to handle people’s “immigration into the kingdom of heaven.” The Lord will work with all who faithfully preach the gospel. (Mark 16:20) When Paul and Silas were imprisoned in Philippi for preaching the gospel, their faithfulness to the Lord brought the help of an earthquake sent by God. They were not only released, but also led the jailer’s whole household to the Lord. (Acts 16:25–26, 34) May the Lord’s disciples be like Paul and Silas, regarding leading people to the Lord as their “proper occupation.” Only those willing to do this can “lead people to believe in the Lord wherever they go.” (Acts 16:32–34) Modern believers’ practice of “regularly conducting mission activities in which no one is born again” does not accord with the spirit of the Lord’s “Great Commission.” In other words, it is “hearing footsteps on the stairs, but never seeing the lovely person arrive”—hearing signs of activity without the expected result. Servants who bear no fruit are “lazy people” in the Lord’s eyes. (Matthew 25:26–27)
Hold a sound faith
Those who wish to lead people to the Lord must hold a sound faith. Sound faith comes from biblical truth. Peter dared to proclaim the truth that “the risen Lord became Lord and Christ,” and afterward this bore the fruit of “listeners feeling pierced to the heart” and “three thousand people being born again.” (Acts 2:32, 36, 41) John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist Church, was enthusiastic about preaching in North America, but because he was unwilling to accept the orthodox faith of “justification by faith,” he became involved in a lawsuit and fled back to London, having accomplished nothing. Later, enlightened by Martin Luther, he accepted the truth of justification by faith. With the Holy Spirit working alongside him, he consequently led many people to the Lord and established the Methodist Church, which God greatly used. Pastor Wesley could return to the right way because, like Saul when he turned to the right way, he was willing to set aside his pride and bow to the truth. (Acts 9:17–18) A person’s “face”—social dignity or pride—is insignificant compared with “eternal life.” May believers and preachers who have not been born again learn from the good example of our “senior fellow disciple” Wesley and, while it is not yet too late, promptly settle their own being born again and saved. (Isaiah 55:6–7) For the life of “religious people” is meaningless.
Set an example in one’s own conduct
Setting an example means “practicing the Word first, then preaching it.” Those willing to do this can save themselves and others. (1 Timothy 4:16) Those who have not been born again cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. (John 3:5) They are the “tares” of which the Lord spoke. Although tares and wheat look alike, their outcomes differ. (Matthew 13:24, 30) Because people without the Holy Spirit in their hearts are “tares” in God’s eyes (Romans 8:9), and the absence of “joy” (Romans 14:17) and of “persevering in practicing the Word” (Acts 2:38, 42) are signs of lacking the Holy Spirit, believers with the life of “tares” cannot acquire the substance of “wheat” by “defending themselves.” Because God shows no partiality (Acts 10:34), those who have not been born again should ask Him to search them (Psalm 139:23–24), to see whether they already meet the qualifications to “enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 11:12) and “be worthy of God’s kingdom.” (2 Thessalonians 1:5) May all the saints set an example in their own conduct and carry out the Lord’s Great Commission, so that they can have His presence. (Matthew 28:20)
Practical Application
1. Believers should meet the prerequisites for prayer that pleases God.
Believers’ prayers have two possible outcomes: one is that God does not hear (2 Samuel 12:16–18); the other is that “God hears.” (Isaiah 65:24) All who want the second outcome must satisfy the following three major prerequisites:
(1) They must become righteous people in God’s eyes. (1 Peter 3:12) Because Cornelius was a righteous man, his prayers were quickly answered by God. (Acts 10:4, 22)
(2) What they request must accord with God’s will. (1 John 5:14) Joshua followed Jehovah’s instruction to fight the five kings of Canaan. God delivered the five kings into the Israelites’ hands, giving the Israelites a great victory. To make pursuing the enemy easier, Joshua asked God to keep the sun and moon temporarily suspended in the sky without setting. As a result, the sun and moon stood still in the sky for a whole day. (Joshua 10:8, 12–13)
(3) Those praying must have pure motives. The Lord prayed to God the Father for Lazarus’ resurrection. Because He asked for the benefit of the onlookers, the Father accepted His appeal. (John 11:42)
2. Believers must seek to have God’s presence.
Because God makes a clear distinction in what He hates (Proverbs 6:16–19) and loves (Ephesians 5:2), those who want His presence must do the following three things that please Him:
(1) Do what is good in God’s eyes. (Philippians 4:8–9) Believers must follow Paul’s good example: always maintaining a clear conscience (Acts 24:16) and obeying God’s will in everything (Acts 16:10), with the result that the Lord was present with him (Acts 18:10) and worked with him. (Acts 16:14)
(2) Love God with the whole heart. (Romans 8:28) Because King David loved God, in all kinds of adversity he could take God as his “fortress” and “high tower” of refuge. (Psalm 8:1–2, as printed) Because King David had God’s presence, wherever he went, Jehovah gave him victory. (2 Samuel 8:14)
(3) Bear much fruit. The Lord compared the relationship between God and people to that between a vine and its branches. (John 15:5) He said that only fruit-bearing branches would remain on the vine, because every unfruitful branch would be cut off and thrown into the fire. (John 15:6–7)
Poetry to Appreciate: To the Tune “The Beautiful Lady Yu” (虞美人)
Through nature’s principles and laws, God

Sets heaven and earth in motion.

Wonderful grace comes from God’s hand;

Only those who truly believe in the Lord can receive it.

Faith must have a basis:

This is God’s rule.

Jesus Christ’s resurrection

Gives people evidence to believe and be free from doubt. (Acts 17:31)

Translation note
This is the complete fifth chapter, retaining the author’s distinction between divine and affectionate love, full personal accounts and quoted prayers, all financial figures and time limits, application lists, and poem. The source’s historical, medical, cultural, and theological assertions remain the author’s statements; this translation does not independently certify them or generalize the medical account into advice. The chapter prints 2 Timothy 5:22, 2 Corinthians 12:3, and Psalm 8:1–2 in contexts where the references appear problematic; they remain explicitly as printed. Greek αγαπατε, φιλων, αγαπαω, φιλεω, and πρεσβευομεν are retained.
Part Six: The Disciple Should Wait for the Lord’s Return
1. Have Hope for the Future
Chapter Six: Disciples Should Await the Lord’s Return
(1) Have Hope for the Future
Think of the future
The Bible likens the future entrance into heaven of those who have been born again and saved to a bride who has made herself ready for the marriage of the Lamb (Revelation 19:7–8). This comparison shows us another biblical truth: the goal of the work of those who are saved and living on earth today should be to prepare themselves to take part in the future wedding of the Lamb in heaven. In other words, the time that true Christians spend on earth is a “rehearsal” for the Lamb’s wedding. If this were not its purpose, all who are able to enter the kingdom of heaven should go to heaven as early as possible, since being there is far better (Philippians 1:23). Those who understand this will devote themselves to preparing to meet the Lord in peace. May all who make “improving life on earth” their purpose in believing in the Lord be willing to heed Paul’s exhortation to believers: “Set your minds on the things above, not on earthly things.” May those who have no desire to go to heaven but do want God’s blessing wake up, for “this world and its desires will pass away; only the one who does God’s will remains forever” (1 John 2:17).
This world is not my home
The idea that “this world is not my home” is a view shared by Chinese people. The national hero Wen Tianxiang once said, “Since ancient times, who has lived without dying? Let me leave a loyal heart to shine in the annals of history.” The first half of his statement accords with biblical teaching (Hebrews 9:27), but its second half is a “statement made for lack of a better alternative.” For if he could be living today, I believe that, like true Christians, he too would choose to have his name recorded in the Lord’s book of life (Philippians 4:3). “Having one’s name recorded in the book of life” is better than “having one’s name recorded in a history book,” because the former allows one to enter heaven (Revelation 21:27), whereas the latter can only leave a fragrant reputation in the lake of fire (Revelation 22:15). A Western proverb says, “Do not put all your eggs in one basket.”
Those who understand this will believe in the Lord and receive salvation at an early opportunity, before the world is burned by fire (2 Peter 3:7) and before they themselves depart this life (John 11:26). The prophecy that this world will be burned by fire means that all the wealth people have labored to obtain will one day turn to ashes. Anyone with intelligence will be like Moses, knowing how to dedicate himself in order to obtain a heavenly reward (Hebrews 11:25–26), and like the centurion Cornelius, gladly giving to those in need (Acts 10:4) in order to store up treasures in heaven (Luke 12:33).
Have genuine faith
Because the Greek word for “faith” (πιστις) is translated “evidence” in another passage (Acts 17:31), “believing in Jesus as Lord” means “accepting him as Savior on the evidence of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead.” All who “believe in the Lord Jesus” without evidence of the resurrection are “confused people,” because there are many other people in this world whose name is also Jesus, but who have not risen from the dead. Only those who believe in the true God who created the universe and all things (Genesis 1:1) have genuine faith. Those with genuine faith will not worship “created beings” or exalt “themselves,” but through faith will have hope for the future (Titus 1:1–2). Those who have hope for the future will gladly take part in God’s eternal plan and long to receive the heavenly inheritance (Ephesians 1:8–11). Only people who are willing to exert themselves wholeheartedly to receive a future reward are worthy to be the Lord’s good disciples (Hebrews 11:26; 2 Timothy 4:7–8).
Part Six: The Disciple Should Wait for the Lord’s Return
2. Only Then Can One Receive Salvation
(2) Only Then Can One Receive Salvation
Have genuine faith
Genuine faith enables people to find peace and joy while enduring difficulties. When Hannah prayed sorrowfully before Jehovah because she had been unable to bear a son, the priest Eli told her to go home in peace and expressed the wish that God would grant her request. Hannah then returned with hope, and her face was no longer sorrowful. Later Hannah did indeed have a son, whom she named Samuel (1 Samuel 1:15–20; the source prints 撤上). In Hannah’s bearing a son we see the relationship between faith and hope. “Hope” is actually the believer’s “expression of faith” while enduring difficulties. Because genuine faith must pass through testing (1 Peter 1:7), everyone who is saved must experience difficulties (1 Peter 2:20–21) and be able to face them without a sorrowful countenance. Those who complain against God amid difficulties will fail the test and be unable to receive salvation (Numbers 14:26–30). Because the faith that can save a person is faith that “believes and obeys” God (Romans 1:5), anyone who wants to be saved must accept Jesus Christ as the sovereign Lord of his or her life (Luke 2:11; Acts 2:36; Romans 10:9). Any belief that “one can still be saved while being one’s own lord” belongs to an “other gospel” that does not accord with biblical revelation (Galatians 1:6).
Be able to persevere to the end
Only those who have genuine faith will resolve to persevere amid suffering. Among Israel’s twelve spies, Joshua and Caleb had genuine faith, so they were able to persevere to the end and both entered the good land of Canaan. The other ten spies brought destruction upon themselves because they lost hope for the future (Numbers 13:32–33; 14:6–8, 37–38). The apostle John had genuine faith, so he could follow the Lord to the cross (John 19:27), share in suffering with Jesus, and persevere to the end (Revelation 1:9). The apostle Judas had no genuine faith, so he could not withstand the world’s enticement. For thirty pieces of money he betrayed Jesus and consequently failed to receive God’s salvation (Matthew 26:14–16; John 17:12). Peter had genuine faith (Matthew 16:16), so although he had weaknesses of the flesh, he could still receive the Lord’s protection amid afflictions (Luke 22:31–32).
Believe Christ’s words
Genuine faith comes from accepting Christ’s words (Romans 10:17). Christ’s words are not equivalent to certain mistranslated passages or to someone’s theology; they are the essential meaning of the Bible in its original languages (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Corinthians 3:6). Those who are willing to accept Christ’s words must pay attention to the following three things:
(1) One must be honest with the Lord. The Samaritan woman who met the Lord at Jacob’s well was able to have genuine faith because she was willing to tell the Lord the truth (John 4:17). Because God is a spirit, only those who are honest can worship God (John 4:24).
(2) One must understand the Lord’s words. Because the Lord’s words are spirit and life (John 6:63), those who understand them have God’s Spirit working in their hearts, enabling believers truly to believe in the Lord (Titus 3:5).
(3) One must confess one’s sins to the Lord. Because the Lord declared that people must repent before believing the gospel (Mark 1:15), all who are willing to accept the Lord’s words must confess their sins and repent before him. Zacchaeus was willing to reform thoroughly from his former wrongs before the Lord; it was therefore through genuine faith that the Lord’s salvation came to his household (Luke 19:8–9). Anyone willing to do these three things is a believer with genuine faith.
Part Six: The Disciple Should Wait for the Lord’s Return
3. Have the Love of God
(3) Have God’s Love
Seek the greatest benefit for others
The meaning of “God’s love” (αγαπη) is to seek the greatest benefit for the other person. For this very reason, God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son so that believers would receive eternal life (John 3:16), rather than “small favors and little kindnesses” without eternal value. Because the people of the world lack spiritual wisdom, they like to pursue things that have no eternal value. In the Lord Jesus’ eyes, these things are of no benefit (Matthew 16:26). This does not mean that the Lord neglects people’s daily needs, but that these things will come naturally as a result for those who practice God’s righteousness (Matthew 6:33). The Lord did not like people to come seeking Jesus for bread rather than for eternal life (John 6:25–27). Preachers who share the heart of Jesus Christ will care more for people’s souls than for their bodies. May believers be willing to follow the good example of the worthy figures of the early church. When Paul met several disciples of the church in Ephesus during his third missionary journey, the first thing he said was to ask whether they had received the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:1–2). This shows that Paul had God’s love and wanted everyone he met to receive eternal life. Later Paul brought all twelve “disciples” of the Ephesian church to rebirth (Acts 19:4–7).
It is the Lord’s command
The Lord gave his disciples a command to “love” (αγαπατε) one another (John 13:34). The original Greek meaning of “love” here is “God’s love.” The first thing the Lord said when he met Peter after his resurrection was to ask whether Peter loved (αγαπας) the Lord. Peter replied, “Yes; you know that I love (φιλω) you” (John 21:15). From the Bible in its original language we know that the Lord was asking whether Peter would love him with “God’s love,” whereas Peter said that he would love the Lord with “a friend’s love.” Yet later, when Peter said in his first letter, “Above all, love one another earnestly (αγαπην)” (1 Peter 4:8), he was speaking of loving one another with “God’s love,” no longer with “a friend’s love.” May all who already have the Holy Spirit in their hearts have the wisdom to make this change, because only those who love God with God’s love can receive God’s calling (Romans 8:28) and God’s grace (Ephesians 6:24).
Have God dwelling in your heart
Because God is love (1 John 4:8), those who want God’s love in their hearts must have the Lord dwelling within them (Ephesians 3:17). Because such people share a connection of life with God (1 John 4:16), they will long for God (Psalm 42:2). Longing for God, they will wish for the Lord to return soon, as did the apostle John when he was exiled to the island of Patmos (Revelation 22:20). The apostle Paul was such a person. He eagerly hoped that the day when he would receive the crown of righteousness would come soon (2 Timothy 4:7–8). Only those who have hope for the future can, like Joshua and Caleb, enter the promised land that God gives to his people (Joshua 14:13). The place God has prepared for those who belong to him is in heaven, a place that is far better (2 Corinthians 12:2; Philippians 1:23). Believers must long for their heavenly homeland (Hebrews 11:16) in order to receive the blessing God promised to Abraham’s descendants (Romans 4:13, 16). The Israelites who had no desire to enter the promised land and fell dead in the wilderness are a warning God has left for later generations of believers (1 Corinthians 10:5, 11). May all believers take warning from them.
Practical Application
1. The Lord’s disciples must gain a deeper understanding of his salvation so that they can avoid turning “carrying out the Lord’s Great Commission” into “doing religious work.” The following are several biblical truths about “salvation” that the Lord’s disciples must know:
(1) “Salvation” is “God’s lovingkindness” (Psalm 119:41). Because people sinned (Romans 3:23), death came upon them (Romans 6:23). Because God loves the world (John 3:16), he sent Christ Jesus into the world to save people from their sins (Matthew 1:21). People believe in the Lord in order to “respond to God’s love” (1 John 4:19), rather than merely to “improve their lives” (John 6:26).
(2) “Salvation” is the “helmet” that protects the heads of Christ’s good soldiers (Ephesians 6:17). This means that all disciples who stand on the same front as the Lord in spiritual warfare will have his protection. The Lord preserved the faith of Peter, who loved him (Luke 22:32), but allowed the deserter Judas to become the “son of destruction” (John 17:12).
(3) All who wish to know “salvation” must have their sins forgiven (Luke 1:77). This means that believers who have not sincerely confessed their sins of rebelling against God, failing to give God glory, and harboring deceit in their hearts do not yet know the Lord’s salvation. Such people’s assumption that they already have a ticket into the kingdom of heaven has no biblical basis.
2. The Lord’s disciples must have his heart (Philippians 2:5) to be worthy of being called Christians (Acts 11:26). While on earth, the Lord showed the world the following three kinds of heart:
(1) A heart of compassion. The Lord met blind Bartimaeus in Jericho. The blind man followed behind the Lord, loudly crying out for his mercy. The Lord’s disciples ignored him and would not allow him to make a disturbance [the source here prints the unclear 作作], but the Lord had compassion on him and performed a miracle so that he could see the light of day again (Mark 10:48–52).
(2) A heart of righteousness. The Lord drove out those who were trading in the temple because they had turned the house of prayer into a den of robbers (Luke 19:45–46). May all believers have the Lord’s righteous heart.
Poetry Appreciation: To the Tune of “Good Things Are Near” (好事近)
The Lord will surely return soon;

Believers must wait.

That people can receive salvation

Is because of God’s love.

From now on, love the world no more,

For our home lies beyond the heavens.

May we praise the Lord with all our hearts

And let him receive glory. (Psalm 96:7)

Translation note
The second practical application announces three kinds of heart but supplies only two numbered points; no third point has been invented. The unclear printed 作作 is marked at its location. The source prints 撤上 for the Samuel reference, 那穌 in the sentence about seeking Jesus, and 感許 in the sentence about the blessing promised to Abraham; the latter two are translated according to their clear immediate context. Printed references, including Revelation 22:15 beside the lake-of-fire statement, are retained. The author’s interpretations of faith, salvation, and the Greek love terms are translated as stated.
Part Seven: The Disciple Must Be of High Quality
1. Become a Truly Righteous Person
Chapter Seven: Disciples Must Be of High Quality
(1) Become a Truly Righteous Person
Be willing to do what is right
Because “only the one who practices righteousness is righteous” (1 John 3:7), all whom God regards as righteous are those willing to practice righteousness, rather than the scribes and Pharisees who “say but do not do” (Matthew 23:2–3). Being righteous does not put a person at a disadvantage. King Hezekiah, who was about to die, received God’s mercy and had fifteen years added to his life because he ordinarily did what was good in God’s eyes (Isaiah 38:3–5). The Lord’s disciples must humbly repent in order to become righteous in God’s eyes. In the parable about prayer that the Lord Jesus told, he regarded the tax collector who acknowledged that he was unworthy to lift his eyes toward heaven in prayer as more righteous than the other man, a Pharisee who prayed in the temple full of arrogance (Luke 18:9–14). Those who are righteous in God’s eyes have the following three experiences, like the prodigal in the Lord’s story of “the prodigal’s return home”:
(1) The experience of a renewed worldview. The prodigal came to his senses and realized the futility of having “turned to his own way” in the past (Luke 15:17).
(2) The experience of “a prodigal’s turning back” and “sincere confession of sin” (Luke 15:20–21).
(3) The experience of receiving gifts from the father (Luke 15:22). Among these gifts, the “robe” is a metaphor for the believer’s “justification” (Romans 4:25), the “ring” is a metaphor for the “Holy Spirit” in the believer’s heart, and the “shoes” are a metaphor for the “gospel” that the believer proclaims (Ephesians 6:15).
Only then have new life
Because “the righteous will receive life through faith” (Romans 1:17), believers who want to receive life should become righteous. The centurion Cornelius was a righteous man, so as soon as he heard the gospel teaching, the Holy Spirit immediately came upon him (Acts 10:22, 44). According to John Wesley’s journal, although Wesley had already pastored in North America, he had not yet received the Holy Spirit. Later, because he submitted to Martin Luther’s biblical truth of “justification by faith,” he experienced the Holy Spirit flowing through his whole body like a warm current. In Cornelius and Wesley we see the truth that “the Lord shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34). If a person is willing to practice righteousness, even Cornelius, a Gentile, can be saved. If a person does not practice biblical truth, even Wesley, who had become a pastor, did not have the Holy Spirit (before May 24, 1738). We can therefore see that becoming truly righteous is the key to a person’s receiving salvation.
So as to walk with God
When a person walks with God, it is like a vine branch joined to the vine: a relationship of “sharing life and death” (John 15:5–6). Because Noah walked with God (Genesis 6:9), his whole family received deliverance while the people of the world were drowned in the flood (Hebrews 11:7). All who wish to walk with God must have their sins forgiven by God, because sin separates people from God (Isaiah 59:2). Those who are baptized without sincerely confessing their sins, though already called believers, still belong to the category of “sons of destruction,” like the disciple Judas (John 17:12). Believers should pursue holiness, for the day when God will judge sinners by fire is coming soon (2 Peter 3:10–11). Those who wish to walk with God must come before him every morning, praying and reading the Bible to receive his instruction (Isaiah 50:4).
Part Seven: The Disciple Must Be of High Quality
2. Meet the Lord’s Qualifications
(2) Meet the Lord’s Qualifications
The Lord has high standards
A saying goes, “A renowned teacher produces outstanding disciples.” Because the Lord Jesus Christ is the Creator (Colossians 1:16), who established the world by wisdom (Jeremiah 51:15), he is the source of wisdom (Proverbs 8:12, 30), a master surpassing even a renowned teacher. Such a master’s expectations of his disciples are naturally quite high. All who intend to become outstanding disciples of the Lord must strive to attain the following three standards:
(1) Deny oneself and follow the Lord. Those who follow the Lord must put themselves completely aside when carrying out his instructions. Peter had once fished all night on the Sea of Galilee without catching anything. Early the next morning, the Lord had him put his boat out from the shore so that the Lord could preach from the boat to the people on shore. When he finished preaching, the Lord told Peter to take the boat into deep water and then let down the nets to catch fish. Peter was an experienced fisherman, yet he still did as the Lord said. The unexpected result was a catch that filled two boats (Luke 5:4–7). Peter’s self-denial on that occasion is admirable.
(2) Act for God’s glory. Disciples must make glorifying God their responsibility (Psalm 150:2). On his way back to Galilee, the Lord Jesus met ten people with leprosy who were seeking healing. He told them to go and show themselves to the priests. As they went, they were cleansed. Among these ten who had been healed, only one returned to thank the Lord and praise God. The Lord told him, “Your faith has saved you” (Luke 17:14–18). We can therefore see that “giving glory to God” is a sign that a person has been saved.
(3) Be willing to wait for God (Psalm 37:34). God has two reasons for requiring people to wait for him. The first is to see whether his disciples are obedient. This was why the Lord told Saul to enter Damascus and wait for him there (Acts 9:6). The second is that, in God’s great plan, “there is an appointed time for everything” (Ecclesiastes 3:1). Because King Saul of Israel did not wait for God’s time, he overstepped his authority by offering a sacrifice and consequently lost the security of his throne (1 Samuel 13:13–14). All who assume that they themselves are right are unqualified to be the Lord’s disciples.
God chooses those who qualify
God’s policy in choosing people is “neither lacking suitable people nor using people indiscriminately.” “Not lacking” means that, because God knows people’s hearts (Psalm 139:2; the source prints 謝), he will not fail to find servants after his own heart (Acts 13:22). “Not using indiscriminately” means that God will not indiscriminately use those who fail to meet his qualifications. When King Saul committed the sin of “overstepping his authority by offering a sacrifice,” God had Samuel warn him (1 Samuel 13:13). Later, King Saul also committed the sin of “outward compliance but inward disobedience” (1 Samuel 15:24). This time God rejected Saul, and the Spirit of Jehovah departed from him (1 Samuel 16:14). We can see from this that having the Holy Spirit in one’s heart is the sign of being chosen by God. Those who serve the Lord without the Holy Spirit in their hearts are people who have “put themselves forward,” like Mao Sui recommending himself. Such workers are religious people who do not belong to Christ (Romans 8:9; Matthew 7:22–23).
Be sincere and set your heart right
Because God requires everyone who comes before him to be honest (John 4:24), honesty toward God is the first step in believing in the Lord. The Samaritan woman was willing to be honest with the Lord and let him know her unflattering marital history. As a result, she not only received the living water that the Lord gave but also brought the people of the Samaritan city to believe in him (John 4:17, 41–42). A sincere person will bow before the truth. John Wesley was willing to bow before the biblical truth of “justification by faith” proclaimed by Martin Luther; only then did he experience the Holy Spirit flowing into his heart like a warm current.
Part Seven: The Disciple Must Be of High Quality
3. Be Able to Bring People to the Lord
(3) Be Able to Bring People to the Lord
Proclaim the pure gospel
The original-language words for “gospel” (ευαγγελιον; Mark 1:15) and “bring news of great joy” (ευαγγελιζω; Luke 2:10) are Greek words with the same root. The former is used as a noun and the latter as a verb. This “news of great joy” is that “God has given people the Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11), rather than “believe in Jesus and you can achieve success,” as some religious people preach today. Those who preach a “theology of success” make the following three errors:
(1) They change the purpose of the Lord’s coming into the world—to save people from their sins (Matthew 1:21)—into “gaining the world.”
(2) They allow people with no desire to receive new life to become church members, damaging the church’s reputation.
(3) They value people’s “success” above the “rebirth” of those attending, turning the church into a religious institution. The “Crystal Church,” built in Southern California in the United States in the 1970s, is a prime example. The founder’s “theology of success” attracted many listeners who wanted to succeed. Because it emphasized “success” rather than “rebirth,” in the thirty-second year after the magnificent church building was completed, the church declared bankruptcy because it was difficult to sustain. The “Crystal Cathedral” was consequently sold to the local Roman Catholic Diocese of Orange County.
There is nothing wrong with believers wanting to succeed (Matthew 6:33). But if they do not follow the biblical “definition of success” and do not seek success “in Christ,” they have “put the secondary before the essential.” If a person does not receive eternal life in Christ but only a long, wealthy, illness-free life in this world, that is not “success”; it is what the Lord called “of no benefit” (Matthew 16:26). Those who attract people to church with what is “of no benefit” in the Lord’s eyes are people who preach “another gospel” (Galatians 1:6). They are the “tares” of which the Lord spoke, and their outcome will be tragic (Matthew 13:25, 30; Galatians 1:7–8).
Have the Lord working with you
Because the pure gospel is the true “Word” that saves people (2 Thessalonians 2:13), and the true “Word” is the “Lord” (John 1:14), those who preach the pure gospel will have the Lord working with them. Peter was able to bring three thousand people to the Lord through one sermon because he preached the pure gospel (Acts 2:22–40). The gospel he preached included the following points:
(1) This Jesus, who was nailed to the cross and died, has risen from the dead. We can bear witness to this. The Lord’s resurrection shows that he is Christ the Lord (Acts 2:32, 36).
(2) Believers must repent and be baptized in the Lord’s name in order to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38).
(3) Those who want to be saved must fulfill their own responsibility (Acts 2:40–42).
Gather the ripe harvest
The Lord Jesus told his disciples to reap the harvest that was ripe (John 4:35). Because the Lord placed emphasis on preaching to “those who had a heart to turn to him,” he brought a Samaritan woman and many people in the Samaritan city to believe in him within a single day (John 4:39). The Lord also preached to the rich young man who did not sincerely want eternal life; in the end, the Lord still respected the other person’s unbelief (Mark 10:21–22). We can therefore see that “bringing people to the Lord” means bringing “those whom God has prepared” to the Lord. May preachers “emphasize quality rather than quantity” and avoid bringing into the church those who are “unworthy to be the Lord’s disciples” (Matthew 10:37–38), lest the church degenerate into a worldly religious institution.
Practical Application
1. All “believers” should seek to become the Lord’s “disciples,” because the Lord wants people to be his disciples, not believers (Matthew 28:19). Because the Greek word for “disciple” (μαθητης) can be translated “student” (Matthew 10:24), the principal distinction between a “believer” and a “disciple” is between being “untaught” and “in the process of being taught.” Believers who have been taught by a renowned teacher will be like the two disciples who met the Lord on the road to Emmaus: they understood the truth and experienced the change of new life (Luke 24:32–33). Believers who do not yet understand the truth will be like the twelve church people Paul met in the Ephesian church, who needed Paul’s teaching before they received rebirth. John Wesley, who had become a pastor, also received rebirth because he was willing to accept Martin Luther’s teaching on “justification by faith.” In the present age, many highly educated inquirers do not understand the principle that “different fields are separated as if by mountains.” They think that because they have obtained an advanced degree in one field of knowledge, they can naturally lead in the spiritual realm. Like Saul, they must first surrender to the Lord, then receive the Holy Spirit and learn from those who precede them spiritually; only then can there be any question of their becoming teachers and examples to others (Acts 9:4, 17; 11:24–25; 16:3). Many years ago, through a sermon, I led to repentance and faith in the Lord an intellectual who had served for more than thirty years as a board member of a Chinese church in Washington, D.C. We can see that all who want salvation must first repent; only then will they be willing to believe the gospel sincerely (Mark 1:15).
2. “Disciples” should seek to become “preachers,” because the “Great Commission” the Lord gave was addressed to the disciples who belonged to him (Matthew 28:16–20; Mark 16:14–15). When proclaiming the gospel, preachers should pay attention to their “teaching by example and teaching by words.” “Teaching by example” means bearing witness through their new life to the message they preach, while “teaching by words” means speaking “biblical truth.” May preachers have Barnabas’s warmth toward people (Acts 9:27), Paul’s commitment to the Lord (Philippians 3:9), and Peter’s power in preaching (Acts 2:36–37). May all preachers be willing to spend time obtaining the original meaning of the Bible in its original languages, and then use their own testimony to illustrate the gospel truths they are to explain.
Poetry Appreciation: To the Tune of “Pure and Peaceful Music” (清平樂)
What does high quality mean?

Living out God’s righteousness.

Often bringing people back to God,

Preaching with much spiritual vitality.

To be a disciple of Christ,

One should be the Savior’s slave.

If one wishes to share the Lord’s glory,

One should share his suffering. (Romans 8:17)

Translation note
The source’s historical accounts and theological interpretations are preserved as the author states them. The printed 謝139:2 is represented as Psalm 139:2 with its original abbreviation noted. Other printed references, including Luke 17:14–18 beside the quoted declaration and Acts 16:3 in the practical application, are retained. The idiom 毛遂自薦 is explained while keeping its named allusion. No missing verse text has been supplied.
Afterword
Afterword
This book aims to provide God’s people with spiritual knowledge so that all who are willing to be the Lord’s disciples can enter God’s kingdom, just as Joshua and Caleb entered the promised land by following God. Because “each person has his own aspirations,” there have been two kinds of people, two kinds of choices, and two kinds of outcomes in human society since ancient times. Noah chose to do God’s will by building an ark, bringing salvation to his whole family. His contemporaries chose to “turn to their own way” and were destroyed by the flood. These two different outcomes arose from “different thoughts.” Noah’s thinking was that “God’s thoughts are higher than human thoughts” (Isaiah 55:9), whereas the people of his time thought that they “need not fear offending God” (Genesis 6:5–6). People who do not fear offending God, like “tares” in a wheat field, have existed since ancient times (Matthew 13:25, 30). May they obtain spiritual knowledge soon, lest they take the road to destruction (Hosea 4:6).
Spiritual knowledge is very important. The two disciples who met the Lord on the road to Emmaus learned to repent and turn back because they received the spiritual knowledge the Lord personally imparted to them (Luke 24:27–33). They returned to the “narrow road” of following the Lord (Matthew 7:14). “Spiritual knowledge” is not equivalent to “mistranslations in Bible versions” or “an interpreter’s personal misunderstandings.” It is “the revelation of the Bible in its original languages” and the biblical “essential meaning” preached by “preachers who have been born again and saved” (2 Corinthians 3:6). To meet this qualification, in writing this book I have spared neither effort nor cost in studying the Bible in its original languages and in praying and seeking God’s guidance.
The Western world values “equality and freedom.” In fact, “equality” and “freedom” are difficult to maintain together. The rich man in the story of “the rich man and Lazarus” (Luke 16:19–31) freely chose to “disregard the matter of salvation,” whereas Lazarus freely chose to “take refuge in Jehovah.” Later, after death, the rich man suffering in the flames of Hades felt that his situation, compared with that of Lazarus in Abraham’s bosom, was terribly unfair. I believe the rich man in Hades must have been filled with endless regret. Those who do not want the rich man’s tragic outcome should, while today is still theirs, use their freedom to choose the “narrow road” that leads to eternal life. May the Lord grant them courage and faith, because the narrow road is one that all who receive eternal life must travel (Acts 14:22), and it is a road that can be traveled (Philippians 4:13). May all believers discipline their bodies (1 Corinthians 9:27) and strive to enter the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 11:12), because this is the “will of heaven” that God has ordained (Matthew 7:21). I offer the following lyric as mutual encouragement for my readers and myself:
To the Tune of “The Fisherman’s Song” (漁歌子)
Do not forget Christ’s commission;

Be willing to take the gospel to the ends of the sky.

Nothing is difficult when the Lord’s grace is present;

Dare to be beside yourself because of God’s love. (2 Corinthians 5:13)
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